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2016 Polar Bear Hunt 
By Dave Gregorski 

 

   Before I get into the details of the day…you should know 
that you belong to a special club. So many members – too 
many to name all – were generous and helpful with their 
time, and with adding to the prize pool in support of this 
event. The preparation for the hunt is time-consuming, but 
the day of the hunt is pretty frantic with all that needs to be 
done. Many stepped forward, and the prize donations were 
fabulous. A profound ‘Thank you’ to all of you! 
   More than one person suggested renaming the hunt (at least 
for this day), as a polar bear might have been perspiring a  
bit. For a few hours (until the wind shifted from a land vector 
to one across the water), it was almost short-sleeve weather. 
53 members competed for over 2500 targets, for an average 
of 9 tokens and 42 coins per detectorist. In less than an hour, 
all the tokens had been scoffed up. Good job! 
   Shortly before the hunt began, Eleanor Hube, our             
co-founder, was presented with several gifts, in gratitude and 
to honor her for our 40th anniversary as a club. Thanks to 
Chuck Anderson for coordinating and facilitating this. And 
thanks to Vince DiBattista for his energy and acting as a  
provider in many ways, both during and before the hunt. 
More thanks to the Calzarettes for bringing chili (Katie also 
stepped up    doing multiple jobs), and to the Daniels family 
for steaming up some hotdogs. And to Mac for hosting a 
version of ‘Let’s make a Deal’ with 5 toy-finders - the 2  
winners came away with a silver ring and a gold ring! And 
some muffins and brownies were added to the club-supplied 
coffee and donuts. 
   For me, the day of the hunt is pretty much a blur. For 

things to proceed in an organized and timely fashion, I have 

to stay focused and can’t socialize as I’d like. But it was 

gratifying seeing so many having a good time. And 2 things 

made me smile – when one of our younger members 

(Brandon Daniels) traded his ‘yin-yang’ token for the      

waterproof orangy pinpointer (apparently now being called 

the ‘Garrett carrot’), and when one of our oldest members 

(Ken Guderrnatch) fished the Indian from a mess of     

Wheaties, winning the   contents of our Treasure Chest! That 

combination seemed appropriate, somehow, and their smiles 

I won’t forget.   

The Indian Has been Freed               
By Bruce Kramer, PROBE Editor 
 
Well, That elusive Indian Head Penny has finally met his 
match in the likes of Ken Gudernatch. Trusty Soldier of 
Metal Detecting History. On March 13, 2016 Ken         
embarked on the Annual Jack Hube Memorial Polar Bear 
Hunt with 52 other YTC Detectoriasts in hopes of finding 
that one thing that would give them a chance of pulling the 
Indian Head Cent from the dark dungeon it stayed in for so 
long.  Frantically scouring the sands of Hammonassett 
with their trusty detectors the area was swept clean in an 
hour. Some where in those aprons was the one thing that 
would give some lucky hunter the chance to pull that    
penny out from 11 other regular pennies. 
Everyone sifted thru their finds and collected their prizes, 
happy faces were abundant but who had that one item that 
everyone was looking for, Low and Behold, out the word 
came it was none other than Ken Gudernatch, holding the 
little angle with the blue stone wings was the charm    
needed to get a chance of drawing that Indian Head Cent.  
Dave Gregorski mixed and tumbled those pennies around 
in the box and finally Ken reached in and without looking    
handed the little plastic box to Dave. 
Dave starred at the little box and a smile came over Dave’s 
lips and showed Ken what he had drawn. Ken looked and 
grabbed his face in amazement…….HO! It WAS the    
Indian Cent finally picked and the treasure chest loot went 
to Ken. All of YTC Congratulates Ken on an outstanding 
grab on winning the pot. 
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May Special Speaker 
 
Dave Naumec from the Pequot Museum will be 
our May speaker. He has asked for members to 
bring any arrow points and brass items they 
have found in New England over the years. This 
is always a very interesting  evening so don’t 
miss it. 

 

2016 Polar Bear Hunt - Financial Report 
  
   Thanks to Kate and Vince for the figures – all 
numbers are rounded off to whole dollars.  
54   members participated in the hunt, paying 
hunt fees of $535. 
 Added to our income were 2 silver dollar raffles, 
won by Joe Miga and Gary Stone. Members       
generously supported this, as we took in $304 
for a total income of $839.  
   Expenses were:  all prizes and coins not do-
nated, including coins in the sand, plus coffee & 
donuts, for a total of $1308. So the net cost to 
the club, was $469 (we did better than last 
year!)  We did receive a number of nice detect-
ing-related items from Garrett, free!  And as 
mentioned in the main report,  members were 
very generous with their gifts of hunt prizes. 
  Dave G. 

FREE DATA BASE FOR METAL DE-
TECTORISTS 
By Rick Browne 
 
Back in the mid 1990s a programer developed a data base      
program for metal detectorists and sold it for $35. Whites 
Metal     Detectors picked up on the program and sold to on 
CD. Others picked up on it and did the same. As computers 
increased in “power” more features were added through 
2010. It appears to me that in 2011 the programer stopped 
improving the program after releasing version 3.4. This ver-
sion is FREE for the       download and FREE of advertise-
ments. It also has “skins” of  6       detectors of the 2011 
vintage – Ace 250, GTI 2500, F4, Prizm IV, DFX/XLT, V,  
Explorer SE, and the      E-Trac. The program has mapping 
features, photo import, and just about a space to enter any 
type of information you would want to track, sort, print and 
find information you have entered into the data base. A 
Help file is included with enough detail to keep you busy 
just don't let it keep you from         detecting!  
 
It is FREE for the download at: www.ginkgoware.com 

I’m looking for suggestions for items to put into the 
PROBE. Here are a few, please don’t be shy, give me  
suggestions!!!! 
Member Profile— A personal story of a hunt you were on. 
— A story of how you found your rarest coin to date — 
Someone you would like to recognize as an outstanding 
member detectorist with a little story to say why. 
Maybe a FOR SALE/TRADE section 
A favorite recipe or dish you would like to see at the 
break. 
Any other stories or funny happenings. 
Help make the PROBE more enjoyable for the           
membership. 
 
Thank You  Bruce Kramer, PROBE Editor 

http://www.ginkgoware.com/
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MEETING MINUTES and FINANCIAL REPORT 

Yankee Territory Coinshooters 

Meeting Minutes 
March 9, 2016 

 

Announcements 

The meeting was started with a moment of silence. 
The Treasurer’s report was accepted as presented. The February 

10th balance was $2,801.98 + Receipts of $355.00 – Expenses 
of $1027.95 = the March 9th balance of $2,129.03. Silver coin 

inventory - $32.60 face value, 0 Silver rounds, 12 Silver   
dollars and 11 Barber Half dollars.  

The Secretary’s report was accepted as printed in the Probe 
Please make sure your email address on record with the Club is 

current, as emailing is the Probe distribution method. If you 
have issues getting the Probe, please email Bruce Kramer 

with your current email address at                                      
newsletter@yankeeterritorycoinshooters.com. The Probes 

will also be posted on our Facebook page. 
There were no new Guest Book entries on the YTC website. 
Facebook – a reminder that the club hosts a “members only” page on 

Facebook. The page is only viewable by YTC members and is a 
great way to share pictures, stories and coordinate activities. If 
you are not on our Facebook page, you are missing a lot of good 
finds and information from our members. Contact Matt Dakin or 
Mike Stanczyc to get added. 

There was no new correspondence or FMDAC news. 
Chuck discussed an item that arose from one of the members regarding 

providing food for the Christmas party. There was an apparent 
misunderstanding of the “pot luck” aspect of the meals/snacks 
and had asked for reimbursement for the cost of the meal that 
was put out for the meal he provided. A vote was taken to    
authorize that reimbursement. It was approved. 

 

Upcoming Hunts 
 
B.O.N.E. (Best of New England) 23. Scheduled to take place April 

19-24, 2016 in Keene New Hampshire. Put it on your calendars 
now. We have several club members who attended in the past 
and give it good reviews. 

Old Business 

Any club member may attend the executive board meetings. The  
meetings are usually held the week before the regular club meet-
ing. If you have an interest in attending, you can contact any 
member of the board for the date, time and place. Contact infor-
mation for the board members is listed in the Probe. 

The club has an incentive to attend the monthly meetings and other 
club events. Each time you come to a meeting or event, stop at 
the head table and get a ticket to fill out. Every meeting you 
attend or other event, you will get an additional ticket. At the end 
of the year a drawing will be held for one ounce silver rounds.  

T-shirt and hat update: The t-shirts will have a silk screened logo on 
the chest and the hats will have the YTC logo embroidered    
directly onto the hat. Order forms were sent out electronically 
and will be available at the April meeting. We are trying to get 
the orders all in by the end of the April meeting so we can send 
the order in and will look to get the items delivered in May. 
Contact Dave Gregorski or Mike Stanczyc if you need an order 
form or if you have questions. 

This year is the club’s 40th Anniversary. If anyone has any thoughts, 

suggestions or ideas on how we can celebrate the occasion, 

please contact any member of the Executive Board. 

Present: 45Regular members and 0guests 

Next meeting: April 13, 2016 
Facebook Members - 61 

    

New Business 

A recap was given on the first annual Penguin Hunt. Although it was 
not a YTC event, the hunt was put on by YTC member     
William Freeman and a few others. The event was attended by 
a number of other members. It was reported that a good time 
was had by all. The entry fee was a $10 gift donation. The 
entire hunt was attended by 70-80 people. The targets were 
planted and consisted of coins, tokens and silver and was held 
at the beach at Rocky Neck. 

We have had some long time volunteers that have been helping with 
the food and drinks for the monthly meetings. Many thanks to 
those individuals who help keep us fed and refreshed for the 
meeting, Bob Brock, John Cabral & Phil Skewes. We are 
looking for a new volunteer to take over the duties of making 
the coffee for the meetings. It is a great way to contribute to 
the club that is relatively painless. 

Elections were held for the one position that was not already filled. 
Matt Dakin ran unopposed and will fill the role of President 
for the next year. Thanks Matt for stepping up. Also many 
thanks to Chuck Anderson for filling the role of President for 
the past year. The rest of the positions are Vice-President – 
Bruce Morris, Recording Secretary – Mike Stanczyc,        
Corresponding Secretary – Dave Gregorski, Treasurer – Katie 
Calzarette & Bruce Kramer – Probe Editor. 

The clubs insurance policy is up for renewal. This policy covers 
club meetings and events and covers members traveling to and 
from events. A vote was taken to appropriate the funds to 
renew it. It was approved for $425 +/- 10%. 

There were a few blue plastic YTC badges that some of the long 
time members wear, Eleanor had offered up the last few ones 
she had in her possession. They are all spoken for.  

The topic of discussion for the evening was Bruce Morris giving a 
talk/demonstrations on cleaning coins.A careful evaluation 
must be made to ensure that you do not destroy the numismatic 
value by cleaning it. An easy way to clean clad coins to make 
them suitable for spending/Coinstar, a rock tumbler with 
aquarium gravel and borax makes short work of it. Bruce also 
demonstrated the use of electrolysis for cleaning silver coins. 
Cleaning coppers can be done with a bath of heated hydrogen 
peroxide. Several products were mentioned to help clean and 
preserve your finds. Among them were Verdicare (removed 
the green coloring, available at Wizard Coin Supply),       
Aluminum Jelly (good for cleaning silver and gold plated finds 
like buttons, lead figurines and Tootsie toys), Renaissance 
Wax (great for coins and relics) and Dellers Darkener (restores 
aged look to cleaned copper). Matt Dakin also gave a    
demonstration on the use of a Dremel tool to clean coins and 
relics. 

Thanks to Ron, Rick & Melissa Yingling for providing the food for 
the evening. 

Upcoming meetings – Pequot update scheduled for the May      
meeting. 

 
Raffles: 
50/50 – Rick Yingling 
Silver Dollar – Dan Welsh 
Silver half dollar – Chuck Anderson 
Attendance Draw – Ken Faulkner 
 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 

mailto:newsletter@yankeeterritorycoinshooters.com
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Camp Mattatuck Hunt Report 
By Dave Gregorski 

 

   The weather could have been better, but the enthusiasm 
was high. On Saturday 37 members ‘reported for duty’.  
The rain showers were      occasional in the morning, then 
stopped. Temps were moderate. Many silver coins were 
unearthed, most from the largest field dubbed ‘Camporee 
Field’.  Roger Moyles and myself were high (as a kite?) 
with 6 silver coins each. Several had 5 or 4, and I think the 
total for the day was 50 or so - a great day. I saw 4 silver 
halves. There was also a 1901     Canadian dime (Queen 
Victoria, .925 silver) and later part of a large cent dug up 
around an old foundation. All kinds of clad (ask Jeff Cal-
zarette     – he needed 2 hands to lift his ‘goodies’ pouch).   
   And then there were the relics. High count for boy scout 
neckerchief ‘slides’ was, I think, eleven! I heard about 3 
silver scout rings, and saw a bone-handled jackknife with 
the scout insignia. Another neat relic was a 1919 Masonic 
watch fob, that had a war theme – an eagle, words “United 
States Forces” and “world war” (of course, at the time no 
one knew it was World War 1). Jeff Calzarette passed out a 
few scratch tickets – unknown about winners.  
   Sunday the camp had snow, up to 4 inches (I did not at-
tend). There were a few squalls, as the wind speed was 
high and temps had dropped. Eleven members braved the 
elements. Most stayed in the fields, as the scouting staff 
thought detecting under tree limbs might be unsafe. From            
conversations, I’m guessing around 20+ silver coins came 
up for air – unknown about the rest. 
   Many thanks again to Jeff for getting the club permission 

to hunt this camp. The main field looked like it had been 

carpet-bombed – on Sunday it was much harder to refill the 

holes neatly, because of the snow. Jeff will bring that up to 

the scouting staff to see if they are O.K. with that, or if we 

need to come up with some remedy. It was a great hunt.   

Boy Scout Camp Mattatuck Hunt Fi-
nancial Report 2016 
 
We had 33 paid members on Saturday with an additional 
$17 donation and 11 paid members on Sunday with $5 
donation which brought in $242.00. 
Expenses consisted of $26 in raffle tickets ($13 for each 
day) and a donation to the Boy Scouts of America for 
$242.00 
Receipts — $242.00 
Expenses —$268.00 
Deficit/Club Subsidy of $26.00 
1 new member and 2 renewals 
 
It was a successful hunt with many Boy Scout related 
irems found that are needed for the Challenge and quite a 
bit of Silver coinage found.  Great attendance consider-
ing the weather. 
Thanks to everyone for filling your holes and the dona-
tion to BSA. 

Kate 
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 FINDS of tHE MONTH                 BOLD, ITALICS  indicates the category winner    

  Submitted by Bill Wright 

 Rules Clarification, Please READ………. 
 
For BOTH the FINDS of the MONTH and the YTC Chal-
lenge, any metallic item MUST have been found with The 
aid of a metal detector. 
The ONLY “eyeball” finds allowed are for FOTM’s Non-
Metal category, and even those MUST have been 
Found while metal detecting (ie: not while out walking 
down the street) 

COIN       

  
Gold/
Silver    

Pre 1900  Mike Stanczyc 1899 Barber Half 

  

Presi-
dent's 
Award Brandon Daniels 1882 Seated Liberty Dime 

      

Post 
1899  Dan Welsh 1901 Barber Half 

   Mike Ciervo 
1928 Standing Liberty Quar-
ter 

      

  Other    

Pre 1900  Bruce Peltier 1798 Cap Bust Large Cent 

   Ray Dapkus 1853 Large Cent 

   Bill Wright Connecticut Copper?? 

      

Post 
1899  Matt Dakin 1904 V Nickel 

   Jeff Calzarette 1907 Indian Head Penny 

   Janet Heath Turkish Coin 

   Ken Gudernatch  1953 D Wheat Penny 

   Vince DiBattista 1994 Australian 10 Cent Coin 

  

Conso-
lation 
Prize Dave Gregorski 1901 Indian Head penny Mint  

     Error “1 01” 

  
Token/
Medal Roger Moyles Newport Bridge Token 

        

JEWEL-
RY     

  Gold John Cabral 
14K Pink Gold Wedding 
Band 

      

  Silver Mike Stanczyc Friendship Necklace 

   Matt Dakin Sterling Niello Dancer Ring 

   Vince DiBattista 
Sterling Ring with Flower 
Design 

      

  Other Ken Gudernatch Pewter Religeous Medallion 

   Jeff Calzarette Buddha Charm 

   Dave Gregorski Inlaid Barrette 

   Roger Moyles Fake Diamond Ring 

        

RELIC     

  Toy Vince DiBattista Metal Triceratops Dinosaur 

   Bruce Peltier Tootsie Toy Train 

      

  
Mili-
tary John Cabral Early 1900's Military Hat Pin 

   Mike Ciervo 
Civil War or Post Civil War Officers 
Button 

   Matt Dakin Canadian Militia Button 1850 - 1871 

      

  Other Roger Moyles Silver Belt Buckle 

   Rick Yingling Pocket Knife 

   Bill Wright Aluminum John Hancock Thimble 

   Ken Gudernatch 1700's Furniture Plate 

   Janet Heath Fishing Lure 

      

NON 
METAL     

  
Brandon Dan-
iels Plastic Pool Ball 

  Vince DiBattista Pretty Pony 

  Jeff Calzarette Whelk Egg Case 

  John Cabral Domino 

    ???????? Fragment of a Clay Pipe 
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Checkerboard 
By Bill Wright 

Mike Stanczyc: 1899 Barber Half – Found at a new site 
west of the river. It is the best site that Mike has detected. 
 
Dan Welsh: 1901 Barber Half – Found at 4 inches down 
at Colt Park. 

 
Bruce Peltier: 1798 Liberty Cap Cent – Found in a corn 
field that has produced other Large Cents and some silver. 
 
Matt Dakin: 1904 V Nickel – Matt found this and a 1891 
V Nickel at a site that he has been doing for the past year. 
 
Roger Moyles: Newport Bridge Token – Found on a 
day that produced a lot of Wheat cents. 
 
John Cabral: 14K Pink Gold Wedding Band – Found 
at beach in Puerto Rico at the same beach that produced 
gold jewelry last year. 
 
Mike Stanczyc: Friendship Necklace – Found at a Park 
that Mike has been to many times before. Mike slowed 
down and made this nice find. 
 
Ken Gudernatch: Pewter Religious Medallion – Found 
at an old school that has also produced old coins. 
 
Vince DiBattista: Metal Triceratops Dinosaur – Found 
on a day when Vince hit the tot lots at 3 or 4 schools. 
 
John Cabral: Early 1900’s Military Hat Pin – Found at 
a cornfield in Middlebury. It was found right after the   
detector was turned on. 
 
Roger Moyles: Silver Belt Buckle – Found in           
Glastonbury at a site that hasproduced many nice finds. 
 
Brandon Daniels: Plastic Pool Ball – Found laying on 
the ground while Brandon was detecting. 
 
Dave Gregorski: 1901 Indian Head Penny with Mint 
Error – Found at the same site that produced Mike 
Stanczyc’s Barber Half. 
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Mattatuck Boy Scout Camp Hunt 

Jeff Calzarette’s hoard of stuff he found, Great 
Job Jeff 

Sorting thru the finds 

Coins, coins and MORE Coins 

Bruce K’s finds 

A Great turn-out even if it did rain, but we still found 
Lots of stuff 
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                                   2016 Meeting Dates 
               William J. Pitkin Community Center, 30 Greenfield Street, Wethersfield, Ct  06109 
                                                               6:30 p.m.  Room F3 
 
    Wednesday, January 13, 2016, Wednesday, February 10, 2016, Wednesday, March, 9,2016 
           Wednesday, April, 13, 2016, Wednesday, May 11, 2016, Wednesday, June 8, 2016,  
     Wednesday, July 6, 2016, Wednesday, August 3, 2016,  Wednesday, September 14, 2016,  
Wednesday, October 12, 2016,  Wednesday, November 9, 2016,  THURSDAY, December 15, 2016 

2016 Polar Bear Hunt 
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J & E METAL DETECTORS 
 

dba J & E ENTERPRISES  
 
 

54 Old Main St. at 1 Forest Rd. 
South Yarmouth, MA 02664 

Entrance 1 Forest Road 
 

1-508-760-2100 
 

When in the area, please stop by and say  

HELLO. 

 

(Founding member of Yankee Territory Coinshooters) 
 

 

 

Yankee Territory Coinshooters 
Code of Ethics 

Respect the rights and property of others. 

Never destroy historical or archeological artifacts. 

Observe all laws, whether national, state, or local. 

Aid law enforcement officials whenever possible. 

Leave the land and vegetation as it was. 

FILL IN ALL HOLES. 

Remove all trash and litter, take it with you when 

you leave. 

Remember that all coinshooters may be judged by      

the example YOU set. Always conduct yourself        

with courtesy and consideration toward others. 

Coins N’ Gold Exchange Bonus Offer for YTC members selling: 2% with this 
add. 

FINE DIAMOND JEWELRY AND ANTIQUE JEWELRY 
EXCLUSIVE DESIGNS 

 
MICHAEL J. RUSSO               817 FARMINGTON AVE 
(860) 589-5056 U.S.A.               BRISTOL, CT       06010 
michaelrusso@snet.net 

             YTC Officers 
President                        Matt Dakin      860-742-0428 
                     President@yankeeterritorycoinshooters.com 
  
Vice President        Bruce Morris……..860-212-2276 
                                                IDigTher@yahoo.com 
 
Recording Secretary  Mike Stanczyc...860-751-8514 

                                        MStanczyccavon@gmail.com 
 
Corresponding Sec’y Dave Gregorski..860-742-5836 
                                                       DGrookie@aol.com 
 
Treasurer           Katie Calzarette………860-379-8876 
                                                     calzarette@sbcglobal.net 
 
NewsLetter Editor Bruce Kramer…….860-424-6052 
                    newsletter@yankeeterritorycoinshooters.com 
 

Webmaster       Matthew Dakin………...860-742-0428 
                  Webmaster@yankeeterritorycoinshooters.com 

 
 
 
This space is available for advertisement 
 
Please contact  
 
president@yankeeterritorycoinshooters.com 
 
For more information 


