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Y.T.C. Christmas Party 
Fortunately, the air was warm so the precipitation was all rain, the night of December 10th. The 
big and little people began arriving shortly before six, adding to the crew that got their early 
for set-up. In the end, we had roughly a total of 45. 

‘Douglas the Fir’ (we think a long-lost relative of Rick Browne) was somewhat 
subdued…possibly because of his age. (In the past, whenever someone chanced to walk in 
front of him, he’d break out in somewhat corny song and talk.) Christmas music was provided 
by a great jukebox replica (brought by Ken McMinagil), as people got re-aquainted. Eating 
became ‘official’ around 6:15, and the line formed quickly. 

The food was wonderful – tasty and abundant. Several trips were required to sample a bit of 

everything. And then there was dessert...!     As the warmth of food and company 
permeated the mood, a few ears were perked, hoping to pick up a tip or two re. secret detecting 
sites…but discipline prevailed. 

Then it was time for Rick ‘Santa’ Browne to get going with the grab-bag event. Most 
attendants participated, so this took awhile. Half-way through, the first ‘theft’ of another’s gift 
occurred, and this served as a ‘green light’ for others to try it. A couple gifts changed hands 
several times, and the ‘usual suspects’ again tried - unsuccessfully -  to hide gifts that they 

wanted to keep. No public tears were evident this year.   

As 9 P.M. approached, most were partied-out and clean-up ensued. The caretaker who picks up 
after us throughout the year appeared (Juan?), and he was very grateful as we gifted him with 
$50 in cash, along with a ‘Merry Christmas’. Many thanks to Steve Gudernatch for ordering 
and picking up the cold-cut platter and rolls, and to Phil Skewes for doing the same re. 
condiments and tableware; to the LaChances for bringing the soda/ice; to Rick for his fine job 
with the grab bag event - and to the many who helped in other ways, including set-up and 
clean-up. And we can’t forget all the wonderful food shared by all! Any event like this takes 
quite a bit of time and energy, and sharing the work made this a success. This was a nice end to 

2009 Polar Bear Hunt 
Normally we would be sharing plans for the February hunt, in this issue. But it’s highly unlikely that 
Mac will be able to be this year’s Huntmaster, given all the preparation that is required. We need 
someone to take responsibility for the event. You will get lots of help, I promise.    Ed. 
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                            YTC Officers 
 
President,  Tony Cwikla                    860-623-1153
            {CAPACTION@aol.com}
            
Vice President,  Rick Browne           860-738-0570 
                                    {waterwalker@snet.net}  
                              
Recording Secretary - Jim LaChance 
                     860-741-7551    JLaChance@aol.com 
                                     
Treasurer, Vince DiBattista              860-666-0270 
          {VDibattist@sbcglobal.net } 
 
Newsletter, Dave Gregorski               860-742-5836 
                                  {DGRookie@sbcglobal.net} 

Yankee Territory Coinshooters 
Code of Ethics 

Respect the rights and property of others. 
Never destroy historical or archeological artifacts. 
Observe all laws, whether national, state, or local. 
Aid law enforcement officials whenever possible. 

Leave the land and vegetation as it was. 
FILL IN ALL HOLES. 

Remove all trash and litter, take it with you when you 
leave. 

Remember that all coinshooters may be judged by the 
example YOU set. Always conduct yourself with 

courtesy and consideration toward others. 

T.C.  Metal Detectors 
Authorized dealer for Fisher, Tesoro, Minelab, 
Garrett, Troy, Bounty Hunter, Detectorpro, 

Whites, Lesche, RTG, and more 

Tony Cwikla, 23 Cornwall Drive,  
Windsor Locks, CT  06096 

860-623-1153 or  860-916-2506 
{29 years experience, oldest, largest dealer in the area} 

Member: Y.T.C., FMDAC 
Special discounts for members! 

FAX: 860-627-0593;  e-mail:  
CAPACTION@aol.com 

 
We also carry a full line of books, digging tools, sand 
scoops, headphones, extra coils, bags, pouches, etc. 

 
- We use what we sell and give expert advice free of charge. - 

Why not come in and see what we’re finding !! 

METAL DETECTORS and ACCESSORIES  

J & E ENTERPRISES of  
S. Yarmouth  

Factory Authorized Dealer for Fisher, Garrett, 
Minelab, Tesoro, & Whites. Coiltek coils, Covers, 
Headphones, Beach & Water Scoops, Books, Etc., 

Eleanor Hube, 54 Old Main St. at Forest Rd. 
South Yarmouth, MA 02664 

1-508-760-2100 
e-mail,  jetrhub2@gmail.com 

(Founding member of Yankee Territory Coinshooters) 

SALES, SERVICE & RENTALS 
Accepts Discover, Mastercard and Visa 

Will ship UPS 

(Special consideration for Y.T.C. members.) 

 
 
 
 
May you have health and happiness, and 

prosper in unexpected ways. We hope our 
club and this wonderful hobby bring you 
joy and satisfaction, and wealth measured 

from your heart. 
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 2009 Y.T.C. Challenge! 
The new list is out - see page 9. It’s not much 
different than the 2008 list. Extra copies will be 
available from Dave Gregorski at monthly 
meetings.  

You can win silver coins as prizes, by completing 
any level. Even a ‘bad’ detecting day (if there is 
such a thing) can be ‘saved’ by finding some-
thing on the list. Items are ‘balanced’, regarding 
the type of sites where they’re likely to turn up, 
and higher levels increase in difficulty.  

Items will be verified by Dave at any meeting. 
He will retain a copy of your progress throughout 
the year. Participating can add an element of fun, 
to an already great hobby. And any level of 
detectorist is welcome to join in. Give it a chance 
- who knows what you may find? [Note - the 
results of the 2008 Challenge will be in the 
February Probe.] 

‘Find of the Month’ Resumes 
Finds retrieved between the November and 
January meetings were displayed at the January 
meeting, and will be listed in the February Probe. 
Thereafter, the normal FOTM schedule 
resumes...the February meeting will display the 
finds from the previous month, and so on. 

February Meeting Program 
We’d like to see your best/favorite finds from 
2007. Share a few words with us about how you 
came upon them. Of course, telling us of the 
location would be a bonus.    (-:   (-: 

How a Metal Detector Works 
 
 In order to achieve the best performance from 
your metal detector, it is important to understand 
exactly how it works and why it goes "beep" 
when it comes across a metal target. Metal 
detectors work on the principle of conductivity. 
All metal objects, whether they be ferrous or 
non-ferrous, are conductive, that is, heat and 
electricity can flow through them. 

 A metal detector creates what is known as an 
"Electro-Magnetic Field" which penetrates the 
ground to a certain depth. When this field comes 
across a conductive metal object, the search-coil 
senses a change in the field and thus detects the 
object. 

 A signal is then sent to the control box, which 
drives a loudspeaker, meter or headphones and 
emits a noise, alerting the operator to the 
presence of the object. Metal detectors react to 
the surface area of an object not its mass. The 
larger the surface area, the deeper you will detect 
an object. For example, a coin lying flat will be 
detected at a greater depth than the same coin 
standing upright on its edge. 

 In addition to metals, a detector may react to 
iron ores, magnetic non-conductive minerals and 
beach salts. These non-metallic substances are 
known as "mineralized ground" and can cause a 
detector to produce a "false signal" or "ground 
noise". To eliminate this ground noise, the 
detector must be “ground balanced" to 
compensate for the levels of these substances in 
the ground being searched. 

  [Thanks to Rick Browne for submitting this.] 
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Unpaid Dues? 
If your name is highlighted on the front 
mailing label, your dues payment for 2008 
has not been recorded as this Probe goes to 
press. What does this mean for you? 
 
1. This will be your last issue of Probe. 
2. You won’t be eligible for the Jack Hube 
Polar Bear hunt (or any other club hunts). 
3. As a non-Y.T.C. member, you no longer 
will have voting privileges. 
4. You’ll miss all kinds of fun and 
informative stuff. 
5. People will miss you. 
To avoid the above, send your $20 check 
($25 if joining FMDAC) right now (made out 
to Y.T.C.) to: 

Y.T.C. 
P.O. Box 1811 

Hartford, CT  06114-1811 
You may also pay at any Y.T.C. function - 
see Vince DiBattista, our treasurer. 

 

 
Dick Janek, 62, of Bristol, was out early at Westport's Compo Beach today searching for buried valuables. Despite 
the 24-degree weather, he said he'd spend three or four hours doing metal detecting. When he's not looking for 
treasure, Janek is an aircraft parts inspector. It’s a hobby he says he enjoys  "although a lot of people think I'm 
crazy."  

Ah hah! Now we know 
one of his ‘secret spots’! 
Thank goodness for alert 
journalism. Or maybe it 
was just a slow day.  (-: 
Since Dick is now 
retired, this is from a few 
years ago. Is that a 
Minelab he’s using?  
Can’t tell from his 
expression if it was a 
good day. Or maybe his 
face is frozen? 

LOST!  At the club Hammonasset planted hunt 
- a black-handled, Stainless Steel 
digging trowel. Please contact Dave 
Gregorski, as Ken G. is in Mexico. 

Returned 53 years later 
 LUTZ, Fla.  (AP)  -- The black velvet box that 
Helen Swisshelm opened on Christmas Eve held 
the class ring she lost 53 years earlier in the 
Hudson River. “When I saw it, it looked like the 
day I [first] received it.” Swisshelm said. 
  She lost the gold and onyx ring in 1948, when 
she was 17 and swimming with friends in the 
river. They searched the silt and rocks for the 
ring for hours. 
  Swisshelm, now 70 and living north of Tampa, 
received a call earlier this month from her alma 
mater, the Academy of the Holy Names in 
Albany, N.Y. A man had found a class ring from 
the school inscribed with the [her] initials, 
H.M.D. and contacted the alumni association. 
  Ken Rohling, of New York, said he found the 
ring with his metal detector. He returned it to 
Swisshelm in time for the holidays. 
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A Good ‘Summer Vacation’ Story! 

 I just returned from a vacation in the British Virgin Islands. Before the trip, I searched the web to 
see if it would be OK to take a metal detector. I got mixed data. Two fellows wrote about being 
stopped at Tortola and denied entry. So they went back to St Thomas and made up for the loss by 
finding some fabulous jewelry out on a point of rock very near to the main harbor of Charlotte Amalie! 
So I had my BVI contact make inquiries. He reported “no problem man.” Sounded suspicious to me. 
Surprise, we cleared customs with no problem. Don’t ask, don’t tell? 

Our host for the week was cool to the idea of detecting but watched as I swept the beach with no 
results but aluminum pull tabs. Then he said that he was working on a plan to create an historic 
preservation organization for this island. (Which island? –read on and see if you can guess it.) Photo 1 
shows where we left a path and climbed through cactus and thorny bushes up to an old, stinky well, and 
the remains of what may have been an animal pen. Can you see two goats and a dog in this picture?  

My Quicksilver Bounty Hunter beeped and we dug up an iron hook and a large square nail. He was 
suddenly VERY interested in this technology. (See photo2). He insisted we rebury the items after 
photographing them. No big loss, I thought! 

Two days later he said he would like to show me the remains of what may have been an early 
Quaker settlement. His jeep could hardly crawl up the rocky path we took. He stopped at about the 751 
foot level and walked through more cactus, etc. to an area that had stone and brick and mortar remains 
of what could have been a living area. Of course any wooden roof material was long gone. Photo 3 
shows a buried jug which we could not unearth because it was surrounded by layers of cantaloupe-
sized rocks. I only had a trowel, and his jeep’s tire iron was too flimsy to use as a pry bar. The detector 
continued to give off strong signals as if there was something underneath the jug, but he didn’t want to 
risk breaking the jug so we covered the site again and nearby dug up a chunk of lead that had been 
beaten to wrap around something--perhaps a fish line? And another square-cut nail, but shorter that the 
one of the previous site. I offered to leave the detector with him and retrieve it later, but he was also 
running out of time. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

So we drove on through the bulldozer-cut road (?) and stopped to have a drink at the Soggy Dollar, a 
beach resort and bar that my friend recently sold. There, that should tell you enough to identify the 
island, no?  [Thanks to member Dave Mello for sharing his experience. Any guesses re. the island? ] 

            Photo 1                                      Photo 2                                        Photo 3 
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 In Connecticut, Life's A Crowded Beach [Good Wintertime Reading!] 

State faces limited expansion and a need for improvements 
 

 By JUDY BENSON, The Day of New London 
Health/Science/Environment Reporter 

Published on 7/2/2005 
 

 Arrive early, or risk being turned away. That advice, from state Department of Environmental 
Protection Commissioner Gina McCarthy, goes to anyone whose plans this July 4 weekend include a 
day on or off shore at Long Island Sound who doesn't have access to one of the many private beaches, 
marinas, yacht clubs and boat launches along the Connecticut coast. “You need to get there early,” 
McCarthy said this week. “The capacity issue is one of parking primarily, but it's also one of our ability 
to handle crowds safely and have everyone enjoy it.” 

 Expect that the four state swimming beaches and other parks along the coast will fill up a few hours 
after opening at 8 a.m., disappointing anyone who arrives later. Public boat-launch ramps will probably 
fill up early, too. In southeastern Connecticut, Rocky Neck State Park in Niantic, Harkness Park in 
Waterford and the boat launches under the Baldwin Bridge in Old Saybrook, on the Niantic River in 
Waterford and at Barn Island in Stonington are among those areas predicted to reach capacity well 
before the salt-water seekers stop coming. 
 
 “Shoreline swimming areas are our biggest need,” said Pamela Adams, the DEP's director of state 
parks. “The public wants to be there. Right now, we're as built out as we can be at our existing state 
beaches. There's no place to expand.” The four state saltwater swimming beaches — Sherwood Island 
in Westport, Silver Sands in Milford, Hammonasset in Madison and Rocky Neck — and its two other 
coastal parks, Harkness and Bluff Point in Groton, together see 40 percent of visitors to all state parks 
combined. 
 
 Hammonasset, the largest and most popular of the four, has parking for 6,000 cars and had 1.5 million 
visitors in 2004, while Rocky Neck, with parking for 2,500 cars, took in 400,000 visitors. On a peak 
day like a sunny July 4, up to 10,000 people will crowd the narrow half-mile long swath of sand. Lines 
of cars waiting to enter the park can be backed up onto main roads. “Sometimes there's so many 
people, it's blanket-to-blanket and you can hardly walk,” said Margaret Giarratana of Wethersfield as 
she and her friend, Rose Rossi, relaxed before a swim at an overcast Rocky Neck on Friday. The two 
visit Rocky Neck two to three times a week during the summer, preferring to come on weekdays to 
avoid the weekend crowds. “It's always clean,” said Rossi. “It's a very clean beach.” 

 With what is traditionally the busiest beach and boating weekend of the summer now here, the 
question of whether Connecticut residents have adequate access to Long Island Sound probably never 
has more immediacy. Earlier this week, during a hearing on a congressional bill aimed at protecting 
and enhancing Long Island Sound environmental and recreational resources, McCarthy asserted that 
more should be done to improve existing public access and expand it wherever possible. Along all of 
the Long Island Sound coastline in Connecticut, only about 20 percent is publicly held. “We're 
constantly looking for ways to get people to the water,” McCarthy said, citing a need for more areas to 
launch small boats such as canoes and kayaks as one example. 

 In written comments for the congressional hearing, McCarthy said that along the 105-mile Connecticut 
coast, few parcels of significant size and conservation value are left for possible acquisition by the 
state, and that the “astronomical” value of shorefront property severely limits the state's ability to do so. 
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 Adding to that, the existing public areas are at times on the brink of overuse. “Connecticut's coastal 
parks and wildlife management areas are under tremendous pressure to both accommodate public 
recreational use and to provide essential fish and wildlife habitat,” she said. McCarthy said there is a 
$76 million backlog of maintenance and improvements needed at coastal state parks to provide basic 
park services. “Unfortunately,” she said, “we do not have the resources to adequately address the 
needs. Consequently, public access to and enjoyment of Long Island Sound suffers.” 

 David Leff, deputy commissioner of environmental conservation for the DEP, said one of the main 
challenges the state faces is enabling the public to enjoy the coastal parks and beaches while still 
protecting the adjoining sensitive natural marshes and dunes. “While we love these special places, it's 
important we don't love them to death,” he said. “We try to educate the public not to jump on the dunes 
and to respect the marshes. It's remarkable how little damage there has been. Once people understand 
the value of the resource, they respect it.” 

 Recent examples of expanded or improved coastal areas include Silver Sands and the boat ramp at 
Barn Island, and popular fishing piers at Fort Trumbull State Park and the DEP Marine Headquarters in 
Old Lyme. Through its policies and grant funding, the DEP also encourages towns and those 
developing waterfront properties to provide the pubic a way to the water with boardwalks and walking 
paths. “We're always looking for more coastal access,” Leff said. “The interest is universal and 
increasing, but it's difficult to come by.” 

 About a year ago, the DEP found a way to make the coast more accessible not through a physical 
expansion of its resources but by creating a detailed guide of all the places the public can get to the 
Sound throughout the state. With more than 300 listings, everything from town beaches — open to 
residents and non-residents alike after a landmark court decision two years ago — to boat launches, 
lighthouses, small overlooks with a bench and walking paths are included, along with photos, 
directions and whether the area is suited to fishing, swimming, bird-watching, picnicking and other 
activities. The guide, which includes information about fees and how to obtain non-resident permits for 
access to town parks, is available on-line, at www.lisrc.uconn.edu/coastalaccess. “There is more access 
than most people think, although many of these areas are small,” said David Kozak, senior coastal 
planner for the DEP. “The big battle is that most people don't know about many of these places.” 

 One of the newest additions to the access list is the Niantic Bay Boardwalk, a one-mile path from the 
town's Hole-in-the-Wall Beach past a narrow, rocky strip known as Railroad Beach and under the 
Niantic River railroad bridge to Cini Park, also town-owned. Since opening earlier this year, the 
boardwalk has quickly become a popular spot for walkers and joggers. “Between 6 and 8 o'clock at 
night, there's a lot of people here,” said Tanya Sherman, doing her thrice-weekly walk one morning this 
week with fellow Niantic resident Jeanne Stadnicki. “There's always a nice breeze here,” added 
Stadnicki. “I just like being near the water.” Stadnicki and other walkers using the path this week said 
they have noticed that it's also made Railroad Beach more accessible to more people for swimming, 
sunbathing and fishing. Along the boardwalk are several sets of stairs to the beach. There is no 
admission fee, but neither are there amenities such as lifeguards or a bathhouse. 
 
 On the south side of Niantic Bay from Railroad Beach are East Lyme's two municipal beaches, Hole-
in-the-Wall and McCook Point Park, which do have lifeguards, changing rooms and fees. David 
Putnam, parks and recreation director for the town, said both beaches nearly filled to capacity last 
weekend, and could reach that point over the holiday. About 120 non-residents have purchased town 
beach passes, available during the week at town recreation offices and on weekends at Tumbleweeds, a 
downtown store near the entrances to both. 



 

Y.T.C. Challenge 2009 
 

 
Super Wild Card - gold coin or U.S. 20-cent piece, good for any 2 above items! 

 
A Wild Card item may be substituted for any other item in the same level. All items must be metal. 

A find may be used to satisfy only one item on the list. 
PRIZES for completing:  
Level 1 - Silver Dime,  Level 2 - Silver Quarter  Level 3 - 2 Silver Quarters,  Level 4 - Silver Half Dollar. All Levels - Silver Dollar  
Challenge 2009 hunting dates include:  January 1, 2009 - December 31, 2009 
 
Each member wishing to participate receives a copy of the Challenge List and the “Challenge Manager” keeps a duplicate 
copy. At each club meeting, finds will be verified by the “Challenge Manager” (using club resources if needed) who will 
check off items on the master list. Items need not be brought in during the month of the ‘find’, but may not be carried over 
from one year to the next. Planted items from organized hunts DO NOT QUALIFY. Upon completion of each level, the 
prize for that level will be awarded at a club meeting. The “Challenge Manager” (Dave Gregorski) is the final judge as to 
whether a find qualifies, and regarding other pertinent conflicts. 
 

Name ________________________________________________ 

Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 

Button Grommet/eyelet Musket/mini ball Thimble 

Non-U.S. Coin Game or Trade Token Indian Head Cent Pre -1892 silver U.S. coin 

Key Zipper pull Religious Medal Item with patent # / date 

Washer Bullet Lead Toy gun (or part of) Foreign coin, pre-1935 
  (not a Colonial halfpenny) 

‘Eagle’ quarter (pre-1999) Silver Jewelry Gold Jewelry Small U.S. cent,  pre-1880 

Nut or bolt Eyeglasses 
(or part of) 

‘V’ nickel Or 
Silver ‘wartime’ nickel 

Dated object, pre-1930 
(not a coin, token or  

religious medal) 

Fishing item 
(not a weight) 

Watch 
(or part of) 

Colonial copper  Or 
U.S. Large Cent 

Coins from 4 Different Coun-
tries 

(not U.S. or Canada) 

Wheat cent 
 

Silver Coin 
 

Dog license or 
Rabies tag 

  

Gold Jewelry with stones of 2 
or more colors, Or Any plati-

num jewelry 

Toy vehicle Buckle Barber Coin Crucifix/cross, any metal 

‘Junk’ jewelry Buffalo nickel U.S. half dollar Padlock  Or                
110 coins in 1 Day 

Eating Utensil 
 

Lead fishing weight 
(one ounce or less) 

  
  

Item depicting a living 
creature (no U.S. coin, 

eagle, insect, bottle cap, 
can, or fishing lure) 

Shield nickel Or half cent Or  
U.S. 2- or  3-cent piece 

 

Shotgun/bullet casing 
Or 

20 coins in one day 

Paper clip/fastener 
Or 

40  coins in one day 

Gear (not in a watch) 
Or 

90 Coins in 1 Day 

Military button, medal, or pin 
Or 

Scouting item 

Wild Card 
‘Westward Journey’ nickel 

(2004-2006) 

Wild Card 
Item with heart shape /
design (no rel. medal) 

Wild Card 
U.S. $1 coin 

Wild Card 
‘Tootsie Toy’  
(not Chinese) 
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UPCOMING EVENTS/HUNTS 

February 22 (Sunday) - Coin Show @ the Polish National Home, 60 Charter Oak Ave., Hartford. 
Free admission and parking - call 203-877-1680 (Ed Doran) for details. Doors open at 9 A.M. 

BONE 16 - preliminary plans are afoot...dates are April 16-19; this is always an 
interesting time. Which is maybe why it keeps resurrecting!  More info. later. 

Year 2009 Meeting Dates for Y.T.C. 
  
 February 10     July 14 
 
 March 10      August 11 
 
 April 14      September 8 
 
 May 12      October 13 
 
 June 9      November 10 

December 8 (Christmas party) 

Historical DVD in the making! 
 
 Well folks, this is your chance to help out without doing much of anything. What I need is any 
information pertaining to Y.T.C you would like to see on a DVD that I am putting together. It will 
contain ALL the available Probe issues from 1976 through 2008 and some pictures I have taken at club 
functions such as hunts and meetings. There will be a couple of metal detecting songs and information 
relevant to the Metal Detecting Hobby. A copy of the By-Laws, the Information Probe (current copies) 
and a lot of reference material will also be on the disc. 

 Specifically I am looking for photos, research material and aids, stories about Y.T.C., anything 
relevant to the club and hobby. I hope to have copies available, for club members only, this spring at 
$10.00 each. The price will cover my costs. As of date I have logged in 53 hours compiling over 3,000 
files taking up 1.75GB of space. This will increase when I get the remaining Probe issues digitized and 
converted into .PDF format. Even so, the DVD is only half full. It is a shame to waste the space, so if 
you have any related information you would like to donate to the endeavor, please pass it along to me 
ASAP. I would prefer to have information in digital format, but hard copies can be transformed and 
returned to you. 

 Email information to me at: VicePresident@yankeeterritorycoinshooters.com. Thank you in advance 
for any information you supply.   Rick Browne  
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 Minutes of Yankee Territory Coinshooters meeting, January 13, 2009 
 
 The monthly meeting was called to order at 6:43pm with 36 members, 4 visitors, and 1 new member 
present. By the end of the meeting, Paul Lavery, Chris Lenox, Ginger Stewart, Betty and Michel 
Choquette had joined the club.  We wish a warm welcome to them all. 
  There was not any secretary’s report for December 2008 because of the Christmas party. 
The Treasurer’s report was accepted as read, with a balance of $2,489.70 and a silver inventory of $58.25 
face value, with a purchase cost of $371.45. 

  Announcements and Correspondence: 
Volunteers and donations are needed for the February 22, 2009 Polar Bear Hunt. Vince and Dave 
indicated that they can help. It was voted and passed by the members present to spend up to $350.00 for coin 
purchases for the hunt. 
 
 Old Business: 
   It was voted and passed to make a donation of $150.00 to the East Hartford Library. 
Tony announced that he will not run for a second term as President. He also asked for volunteers to step 
forward to fill the various job needs of the club. 
   Club Web Site:  Matt stated that he will be sending a username and password to each of the members once 
he has their email address.  Rick announced that the 2008 Probes are now available on the web site. The 
club’s library list is now available on the web site with links to Google Books. 
 
New Business: 
 
 Bone 16, NH will be April 25-26, 2009. There will be more information in the February/ March newsletters. 
There was a general discussion about the placing of ads in our Probe and on our club web site.  It was 
decided that there would be metal detecting related only ads allowed in the Probe.  Business ads that could 
include other than metal detecting related would be allowed on the web site. The cost of any ad would be 
$20.00 per year. See page 4. 
  Tony announced that a club member had approached him about an idea that had been seen in a recent 
magazine article that pertained to new members coming into the club and new to metal detecting in general.  
This other club has set up a system of mentors or volunteers that are willing to teach new members the ropes 
and that they announce who is available as mentors to their general membership. Tony, Chuck, Phil and 
Dave volunteered their services. See page 4. 
   Tony talked about the Christmas party and the fake scratch ticket.  He stated that the club members have 
been getting away from keeping the Christmas Party gifts detecting related and how inappropriate it was to 
have fake lottery tickets at that type of event. 
The new Challenge list is out and available. Please check your items with Dave Gregorski periodically. 
We talked about having another auction but decided to shelve it until it is needed in the future. 
   We are always looking for new Fun Hunt sites. Roger Moyles is working on some spots in Massachusetts 
for May. There were several holes that were not filled in properly at the last fun hunt. It is extremely 
important that all holes are filled in properly for safety reasons.  If a member is not complying with this, they 
may be asked to leave the hunt. 
   It was voted to extend honorary membership to Mike Russo for 2009. It was voted to not extend honorary 
membership to Jerry Burr for 2009. 
There was no guest speaker at the meeting. The 50/50, Attendance and the Silver Dollar drawing were held. 
Bill Wright held the FOTM. Meeting was adjourned at 8:40pm.    Respectfully submitted, Jim LaChance 
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                            YTC Officers 
 
President,  Tony Cwikla                    860-623-1153
            {CAPACTION@aol.com}
            
Vice President,  Rick Browne           860-738-0570 
                                    {waterwalker@snet.net}  
                              
Recording Secretary - Jim LaChance 
                     860-741-7551    JLaChance@aol.com 
                                     
Treasurer, Vince DiBattista              860-666-0270 
          {VDibattist@sbcglobal.net } 
 
Newsletter, Dave Gregorski               860-742-5836 
                                  {DGRookie@sbcglobal.net} 

Yankee Territory Coinshooters 
Code of Ethics 

Respect the rights and property of others. 
Never destroy historical or archeological artifacts. 
Observe all laws, whether national, state, or local. 
Aid law enforcement officials whenever possible. 

Leave the land and vegetation as it was. 
FILL IN ALL HOLES. 

Remove all trash and litter, take it with you when you 
leave. 

Remember that all coinshooters may be judged by the 
example YOU set. Always conduct yourself with 

courtesy and consideration toward others. 

T.C.  Metal Detectors 
Authorized dealer for Fisher, Tesoro, Minelab, 
Garrett, Troy, Bounty Hunter, Detectorpro, 

Whites, Lesche, RTG, and more 

Tony Cwikla, 23 Cornwall Drive,  
Windsor Locks, CT  06096 

860-623-1153 or  860-916-2506 
{29 years experience, oldest, largest dealer in the area} 

Member: Y.T.C., FMDAC 
Special discounts for members! 

FAX: 860-627-0593;  e-mail:  
CAPACTION@aol.com 

 
We also carry a full line of books, digging tools, sand 
scoops, headphones, extra coils, bags, pouches, etc. 

 
- We use what we sell and give expert advice free of charge. - 

Why not come in and see what we’re finding !! 

METAL DETECTORS and ACCESSORIES  

J & E ENTERPRISES of  
S. Yarmouth  

Factory Authorized Dealer for Fisher, Garrett, 
Minelab, Tesoro, & Whites. Coiltek coils, Covers, 
Headphones, Beach & Water Scoops, Books, Etc., 

Eleanor Hube, 54 Old Main St. at Forest Rd. 
South Yarmouth, MA 02664 

1-508-760-2100 
e-mail,  jetrhub2@gmail.com 

(Founding member of Yankee Territory Coinshooters) 

SALES, SERVICE & RENTALS 
Accepts Discover, Mastercard and Visa 

Will ship UPS 

(Special consideration for Y.T.C. members.) 

Our Condolences 
This is a belated expression of sympathy for two 
recent members’ losses. Bill Wright lost his wife 
(and Darren his Mom) on Dec. 30, 2008. Roger 
Moyles lost his Mom in early December, around 
the time of our party. Such a loss is so difficult, 
and our thoughts and prayers are with you and 
your families. News of this didn’t reach me until 
the January meeting.     Ed. 
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New Member Recognition 
This is one of the many ‘little’ but important 
things that Mark Sutcliffe did, that no one 
formally took over after his passing. We always 
get some turnover in membership each year. 
Y.T.C. wants to welcome, belatedly, the new 
members from 2008. 
 
27 new members joined last year (a few rejoined 
after an absence)..  They are: Jack Cianfarani, 
David Mello, Larry Giddings, Marie Kunkler, 
Jon Wallace, Scott Brady, Robert Rush, Michael 
Emmelmann, Auralie & Jim LaChance, Thomas 
Pierce, Dave Suiter, Randy Hamm, Richard 
Gorski, Dan Lambert, Leeland(Lee)Moulton, 
John Ultee, Daniel A Crowley, Dan & Krystal 
Slawski, Matt Dakin, Burton Despard, John 
Hoyce,(2)Keith Massimino Jr & Sr., James 
Murdock, and Robert Friese who joined at the 
Hammo hunt and also paid for 2009.  //   New 
members (6) for this year, 2009, are: Paul 
Lavery, Christopher Lenox, Ginger Stewart, 
Betty & Michel Choquette, and Paul Riessle.  

We hope your detecting experience has been/will 
be enhanced at least a little, by belonging to this 
club. Please avail yourselves of the support that it 
offers.     Ed.  

Policy on Advertising in Y.T.C. Media 
  After discussion among Board members and 
then at the January meeting, the following policy 
was decided upon. Ads relating to our hobby will 
still be accepted for our newsletter, the Probe. 
They will be reviewed by the board or a board 
member, and must be sized like one-two business 
cards, final size being determined by the Probe 
editor. The cost for such an ad will be $20 for 12 
months, members only.  Contact the current 
editor, Dave Gregorski (see page 3). 

  The above ads, PLUS ads for services, goods, 
etc. NOT relating to our hobby, can be placed on 
our new Y.T.C. website! Matt Dakin, our 
webmaster, will arrange for this in the future 
(860-742-0428, 
Webmaster@YankeeTerritoryCoinshooters. 
com). The cost will again be $20 for one year, 
members only. The submitters will be 
considered website sponsors, and the ads will be 
viewable by members and non-members alike. 

  As always, a short ‘for sale’ type announcement 
can be placed in the Probe for one month, for 
free. The item(s) must be detecting-related, and 
the ad must be from a Y.T.C. member.  

2009 Honorary Membership 
   Based on the written club guidelines, the 
membership, at the January meeting, voted a 
one-year honorary membership to Mike 
Russo.  

Mike has given several presentations in his 
area of expertise – jewelry! He has a wealth 
of knowledge on the subject, and is skilled in 
making jewelry. He also recently got his 
license to buy/sell precious metal bullion.  

Y.T.C. Mentoring Program 
Two of our newer members requested some form of 
assistance/help in honing their detecting skills. So 3 
more experienced detectorists have volunteered to be 
available for some in-the-field coaching. 
The plan is, anyone wishing to check out ‘how 
they’re doing’ or need instruction or a tip or two may 
call and arrange a detecting trip. Either party may 
suggest a location, which might depend on where 
everyone lives. Following is the contact information. 
We hope that those new to the hobby will take 
advantage of this service. 
Chuck Anderson (Avon) – 860-944-9558,  
nlsanderson@comcast.net 
Tony Cwikla (Granby) – 860-623-1153,  
CAPACTION@aol.com 
Dave Gregorski  (Coventry) – 860-742-5836, 
dgrookie@sbcglobal.net 
Phil Skewes (Mansfield) - 860-423-5400 
philske@snet.net 

A Request… 
Please – if anyone learns of losses involving club 
members, let me know ASAP. I don’t regularly 
look through obituaries myself, and the last name 
would not always be familiar to me. Thanks.   
Dave Gregorski 
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‘Old’ Member Recognition 
   I often hesitate to single out members by name, as I’m concerned about ‘leaving someone out’ 
(please ‘nudge’ me if I have). But I’m taking that risk, and apologize in advance. I always try to thank 
the ‘usual suspects’ who every year take on the posts and duties needed to run the club…elected and 
volunteer positions. But there are a few others who have quietly been generous in some other fashion 
(since I joined in1998), for the benefit of the rest of us. These are in no particular order. 

Mary Goldstein has been a long-time member (since 1991) of Y.T.C. She hasn’t been able to attend 
meetings, so most of us don’t know her. But over the years she has selflessly donated things to the 
club, to make our experience a little bit better. The thought DOES count, Mary, and we thank you for 
the kindness you’ve shown. 

Roger Moyles has gone above and beyond the norm, in trying to get us old and interesting sites for 
our ‘fun hunts’. (If I had a potentially good site, I have to ask myself, how soon I’d want to share it 
with a ‘swarm’ of people!) Roger continues in his attempts, and I’m sure we wish him luck!  (-:   Just 
another example of putting the club’s interests ahead of one’s own, and we thank you, Roger. 

Rick Browne has supported the club both ‘behind the scenes’ and up front, at the head table. Notably, 
he has sponsored his Cape Cod Swing for a number of years, planning a detecting weekend there for 
members, sharing some beaches which few would find on their own. Rick has also helped me with my 
‘computer illiteracy’ more times that I can remember, much of that (plus scanning articles for me) 
related to getting your Probe out each month. Thanks, Rick. 

Chuck Anderson has helped the club in many ways, from being our President to running successful 
money-raising auctions, to organizing ‘fun hunts’. He has always been a great representative for our 
hobby – thanks Chuck! 

Richard ‘Mac’ MacRobbie has been running the Polar Bear hunt since before I joined the club. This 
is an annual event, and until you run one yourself, you can’t imagine the body of organization and 
work required. Mac is also the club Quartermaster, selling/dispensing official Y.T.C. badges, shirts, 
etc. Thank you, Mac, for all your labors. 

Tony Cwikla has been our President this past year, but more than that has been an emissary for our 
club, introducing very many people to Y.T.C. membership over the years. He has also supported us 
with numerous and generous donations for our hunts, and as a ‘detecting’ dealer. We appreciate what 
you’ve done for us, Tony.  

Matt Dakin has shared his expertise and countless hours in the difficult task of getting the club 
website up and running. Some of the work turned out to be ‘learn as you go’, and he has always 
figured a way to make things work. Be sure to avail yourself of this great club resource – get your 
password from him.  www.YankeeTerritoryCoinshooters.com  See the November Probe, page 5, 
for some early details. Thanks for your labors, Matt. 

   With elections coming up in March, I’ll also take this time to thank all those who have volunteered 
their time and energy in making the club go this past year. And each year we ask for people to step 
forward to fill vacancies, and hope that a few ‘new’ members will help. It’s a cliché, but the club does 
NOT run itself. We do see a lot of the same people stepping up for various tasks/duties...and the club 
owes them our thanks.      Ed. 
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Bold, italics indicates the 
winners - submitted by Bill 

Wright, January, 2009 

 
COIN

 

 Gold/Silver   

Pre 1900  Roger Moyles 1876 Seated Liberty Dime 

Post 1899  Dave Gregorski 1944 Mercury Dime 

    

 Other   

Pre 1900  George Pecia 1864 L Overdate Indian Head Cent 
 Consolation Prize Bill Wright CT Copper Large Cent - Date Unknown 

    

Post 1899  Vince DiBattista 
Coin from Canada, Mexico, Bermuda, 

Sweden 

  Mike Giannetti Jefferson Presidential Dollar 

    

 Token/medal Bob Cwikla 1893 Columbian Expo Medal 
  Joe Waldron 1999 New Hampshire Soccer Referee Token 

  Pete Burch Gold Dubloon Buried Treasure Token 

  Matt Dakin James Garfield Shell Gas Presidential Token 

    

JEWELRY    

 Gold Rick Browne 
1920's 18K Gold Ring with 1.5 Carat 

Diamond 

    

 Silver Joe Waldron Sterling Silver Bling Ring 

  Roger Moyles Silver Bracelet 

    

 Other Dave Gregorski Heart Shaped Pendant 
  Bob Cwikla Large Broach 

  Vince DiBattista Gold Plated Bracelet with Stone 

NON METAL

 

  Bob Cwikla Old Perfume Bottle 

  Matt Dakin Plastic Army Figurine 

  Carl Muller String Beads 

  Vince DiBattista Pluto Pez Dispenser 
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By Bill Wright 

Roger Moyles:  1876 Seated Liberty Dime – Roger found this at a location in Tolland where he has made 
numerous finds including a 1723 George I Half Cent.   
Dave Gregorski:  1944 Mercury Dime – In talking with someone Dave met detecting, this person suggested a 
nearby school. Dave went to that school and found this silver dime - his last target of 2008! 
George Pecia:  1864 L Indian Head Cent with Overdate – George found this toward the end of a day of 
detecting where he hadn’t found much. It wasn’t until getting the coin ready for the meeting that he realized it 
was a overdate. [The ‘L’ alone makes this cent quite valuable - stands for the designer, Longacre.  Ed.] 
Vince DiBattista: Coin from Canada, Mexico, Bermuda, Sweden  – Vince found this coin spill in a playscape 
at a schoolyard he regularly detects in West Hartford. 
Bob Cwikla:  1893 Columbian Expo Medal – Bob found this detecting a Victorian era house. When Bob first 
found it, he thought it was a Large Cent. 
Rick Browne:  1920’s 18 K Ring with 1.5 Carat Diamond – Rick started off the year real nice at a location 
that has been detected hard in the past. Over 100 gold rings have been found at this beach. 
Joe Waldron:  Sterling Silver Bling Ring – Joe found this laying on the sand at the beach. Joe wondered how 
many people walked over it. 
Dave Gregorski:  Heart Shaped Pendant – After finding a wedding band that someone lost in Pawcatuck, 
Dave found this pendant in a nearby park that had previously produced mid-1800 coins (seen at BONE). 
Roger Moyles:  Cattle Truck – Roger found this along with a Mercury dime at a 3-family house in 
Middletown. 
Matt Dakin:  Civil War Era Spencer Round Bullet – Matt found this bullet along with many others in a small 
area. 
Dan LaMontagne:  George Washington Inaugral Button – Dan found this at the same location where George 
Pecia found the Indian Head Cent. There weren’t many finds, but the few that were found were worth it. 
Bob Cwikla:  Old Perfume Bottle – Bob found this sticking out of a plug he had just dug. 
Bill Wright: CT Copper Date Unknown – This was the only find of the day at a cellar hole that Bill had 
recently located. 

RELIC

 

 Toy Roger Moyles Cattle Truck 
  Vince DiBattista Camoflaged Pickup Truck 

  Pete Burch Future Woman Lava Girl 
    

 Military Matt Dakin 
Civil War Era Mini Ball/Spencer Round 

Bullet 
    
 Other Dan LaMontagne George Washington Inaugral Button 
  Bob Cwikla 1920 Hartford Times Watch Fob 

  Rick Browne 
1895 -1902 Soda Bottle with Hutchinson 

Stopper 
  Joe Waldron Brass Dragonfly 

  Dave Gregorski Mid 1800's Flat Button 
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A New Detectorist? 
Matt Dakin’s wife just gave birth to a baby girl. Congratulations 
and best of health to everyone there! Knowing Matt’s passion for 
this wonderful hobby, we expect there will be a tiny detector under 
the tree some near-future Christmas.     

‘Mystery Island’ of Page 6 Article, January Probe 
Located on White Bay on the small island of Jost Van Dyke, this place has two "bests": beach and bar. 
It is a non-stop party, with the pulsating sounds of reggae music and pounding surf. The Soggy Dollar 
provides plenty of free hammocks and beach chairs. At the bar, Mik serves up some excellent mixed 
drinks. Photographers like me appreciate that he'll keep your camera under the bar while you swim. 
The food's great. Check out the chicken roti, which tastes even better flushed down with a rum punch 
or two. With a side salad the roti costs $12. Lunch is served from 11am-3:15pm 
Explanation: 
The Soggy Dollar Bar takes its name from a little tradition sited on their website: "Since we don't have 
a dock here on Jost Van Dyke, our guests swim ashore from their boats and buy drinks with their soggy 
dollars." 
The hitch: It's not easy getting here. Most arrive by boat. The BVI has some of the best sailing in the 
Caribbean, so for the 'yachtie' set, this is a great destination. For landlubbers it's a bit more difficult. 
But 'Jost' is accessible by public ferry from Tortola and St. John. For maximum enjoyment, spend a 
night on the island: there are a few places to stay on White Bay, as well as in Great Bay near the ferry 
dock.     www.soggydollar.com           
[Thanks to Nancy Webb and Rick Browne for almost simultaneously sending this to me.     Ed. ] 

Find of the Month – Can I Enter a ‘coin spill’? 
   It depends. If the ‘spill’ initially reads as one target, then you can. The "official" Find of the Month Contest 
Rules, printed in the Information Newsletter revised 2008, state: 
"4. Multiple objects may be entered as one find if they constituted one target; (i.e.) five coins in a change 
purse, giving one combined signal, may be entered as one find." 
   A long-time active Y.T.C. member further stated: 
 “To my recollection that's how we have always treated caches/spills. As far as determining which category/sub-
category for entry - that's been left to the discretion of the entrant (subject to ruling by the FOTM Chairman, 
currently Bill Wright). 
   Thus, if I found a jar of pennies with one silver dime in it, I could enter it in silver coin (pre/1900//post 1899) 
or coin/other. Likewise, if I found a cache of Memorial pennies in a silver snuffbox I could enter it in relic/other 
or coin/other. The entrant takes his chances whichever category he/she chooses to put the entry in. A cache or 
spill is not guaranteed to win the category just by virtue of the fact that it is ‘in quantity.’ 
   The Board has agreed with the above, and this article serves notice re. how to handle future FOTM entries, that 
are ‘multiples’. So if you dig up (while detecting!) a nice silver-plated old shoe buckle, and upon re-checking the 
hole, also dig up a Liberty Seated dime, then you can enter both (only if you wish!) in either the Coin/silver/pre-
1900 category, OR the Relic/other category. (Tough decision - we should all have that problem!)  You could 
also enter them singly in the appropriate category. 
   Remember re. a coin spill, that you can enter only one find in the ‘coin’ (left-hand) column, so you must 
decide whether you want to enter several coins in one category, or just a single coin. If I’ve confused the issue, 
please consult with Bill Wright.     Ed. 
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The Mini BONE 16 is April 25 & 26, 2009 
Because of the weak economy & my health,  and to save money in 2009, BONE eliminated the big Saturday Treasure 
Hunters Hobby Show, the best finds & a gold panning contest & the Charity Chinese Auction. We also  changed the 
expensive Saturday night Roast Sirloin  Awards Banquet into a get together pot luck cookout. These cut backs will save 
over $3,000 and hundreds of hours of labor. We paid $100 rent for legion, $250 for hunt fields & $300 for insurance.   

NH Bobs 2009 Spring Natural Hunt  
Will be located in the southwestern corner of the state, known as Cheshire County. The central hub of the weekend will be 
considered Keene NH. So all plans should be made around Keene.  The date of the 2009 Spring Hunt is April 25th. The 
Hunt will start as close to 8 AM as possible. We did great last year and we can do it again. The hunt runs till 4 PM with a 
short noon break to share finds and draw for prizes. Then back at it till 4 PM when we have our last drawing and directions 
to the Supper. I think we’re going to have a great Spring Hunt this year.  
Signing up for Spring hunt 
Lock in your spot at the Spring Natural hunt. How? First, get a Bank or Postal money order for $50 - make it out 
to Bob Lewis. Then Email to N.H. Bob @ rc@surfglobal.net  with your: Name, Address & phone #. 
I will in turn will send you my mailing information and when I receive your fee, your name goes on the roster as paid. All 
entry fees must be received by me no later than April 10th, 2009 This allows me time to tally the fees and obtain 
the prizes, field rental and misc. expenses. 
For more details on Natural Hunt, call NH Bob at 1-603/313-6300 or email rc@surfglobal.net 

Saturday night, April 25, 2009, "Get Together” pot luck cookout" with door prizes. What to bring 
for food for pot luck!! If your last name begins with “A to G” bring chicken, steak, hotdogs, hamburgers, baked beans, or 
Chili, “H to O” bring a salad, a casserole or a surprise, and letters “P to Z” bring a dessert or a surprise. BONE will provide 
refreshments & condiments. COVER CHARGES = if you bring food to share, your cover charge is $5 each and if 
an adult & only bringing yourself & no food your cover charge is $15 each. Under 16 cover charge is $5 each. 
Advance tickets only and its asked,  "everyone pays the cover charge before April 20, 2009.  Mail pot luck cover 
charge to Pot Luck, c/o 307 Main St., Marlborough, NH 03455. For more details George Streeter, 
www.northeastmetaldetectingforum.com www.streeter.org or 603/876-4443. 

Sunday April 26, 2009, mini Treasure Hunters workshop  8:30am to 3:pm, at Post 24 Legion Hall, Rte 101, Marlborough, 
NH. Please attend Jules'  11 A.M. meeting on preserving the hobby. Time to be announced. NOTE!! workshops held across 
a busy highway from the hunt fields. You must use extreme caution when crossing the highway.   Streeter is trying to get 
people to set-up display booths, he asked  reps from Garrett & Minelab for help with booths. Also wants metal detector, 
club, business & individual displays and maybe some workshops & an important meeting on saving the 
hobby. Helpers  needed!!   NOTICE extreme caution should be used when crossing Route 101 to get to 
the seeded  hunts on Sunday. The field was once considered for a natural hunt.   
 
Sunday April 26, 2009, 9:am to 10:am is the silver coin hunt. Hunting field for seeded hunts are across busy Rte 101 
Highway from Post 24 Legion Hall (park in Legion lot) or park off highway.    9:am hunt entry is by a $30 advance entry 
fee.   We were lax in the past, however we must insist on payment in advance by April 20, 2009 to be in hunt. Send   check, 
money order, (or silver coins & we're paying 8 to 1) with name, address & tel # to Silver Hunt, c/o 307 Main St., 
Marlborough, NH 03455. Special!! both hunts Sunday $75 in advance. 
Seeded Hunt location; about 7 miles from Keene, NH in fields off Rte 101, across from Post 24 Legion Hall. Marlborough, 
NH  
 
Sunday April 26, 2009 1:pm to 3:pm, BONE 16 National metal detector Hunt with 100s of buried old & silver coins, 
artifacts, relics, five tokens worth $100+ each and a drawing for paid hunters at end of hunt for a Minelab metal detector. 
(Hunt held in a field once considered for a natural hunt) $60 advance entry fee required by April 20, 2009 to National Hunt, 
c/o 307 Main St., Marlborough, NH 03455. Hunt location is across from Post 24 Legion Hall on bust Rte 101 in 
Marlborough, NH.   Special!! both Sunday hunts $75 in advance. 
Note! For proper planning we are requesting that   hunt entry fees be paid before  April 20, 2009, send to National Hunt, c/o 
307 Main St., Marlborough, NH 03455.  gstreeter@ne.rr.com or tel 1-603/876-4443  George Streeter 
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UPCOMING EVENTS/HUNTS 

February 22 (Sunday) - Coin Show @ the Polish National Home, 60 Charter Oak Ave., Hartford. 
Free admission and parking - call 203-877-1680 (Ed Doran) for details. Doors open at 9 A.M.      
                                                     
Club planted hunt - Sunday, February 22 - see below.  Hunt fee - $8. 

‘Mac’ is hoping for donations from club members for prizes. Contact him at 860-742-0706. The hunt 
will feature planted coins as well as tokens redeemable for prizes. The club forwards money to Mac for 
some purchases.   RULES:  Ordinary (small) hand-held scoops will be allowed, along with small 
shovels and digging tools. Electronic pinpointers are fine, but a sand sifter of some sort will speed up 
your recovery.  Most targets should be no deeper than ~3 inches.  
      Remember, coffee and donuts will be provided. 

2009 Jack Hube Memorial Polar Bear Hunt! 
Richard MacRobbie is again running this annual winter hunt. It is a planted hunt, with coins and 
various tokens (redeemable for many nice prizes) planted in the sand. The date is Sunday, 
February 22, and it starts at 1 P.M., with registration beginning around noon (motor home in 
parking lot). Come earlier and help seed the sand. Members only;   hunt fee is only $8, all of which 
will be buried in the sand as clad coins.        See rules below.  

The hunt will be at Hammonassett State Park in Madison - look for signs at the rotary, re. 
which beach. Mac may postpone the hunt (same time, location) in case of severe weather. If in 
doubt re. weather, call Mac (742-0706), Dave Gregorski (742-5836), or Vince DiBattista (666-
0270). Rain/snow date is March 1.   Dress accordingly, long johns, boots, gloves and a hat are a 
must.  

The club is providing coffee and donuts, before the hunt! Bring a snack and warming 
beverage for afterward, if you wish. Watch your  speed coming off the highway and in the park, as 
State and Park police are often set up this time of year on the access roads. Good luck and hope to 
see you there for the Indian’s chance to get out AGAIN! (Since the Treasure Chest contents were 
won at the October hunt, you must pick the one Indian cent from among 9 Wheat cents, to win.) 

Story of ‘The Indian’ 
   Various members of our club (with a little assistance from our treasury) have filled a treasure chest 
with interesting and valuable goodies. At official club hunts (such as the upcoming Jack Hube 
Memorial Polar Bear Hunt), one token of the many planted, is designated as the ‘special’ one by the 
huntmaster. The lucky and/or skillful detectorist earns a shot at the contents of the chest. 

   Only it’s still not that easy. Initially, a blind draw is made, in an attempt to pick the Indian from 
among 10 pennies. If the Indian ‘comes out’, the treasure chest contents are awarded to the lucky 
drawer (and the chest remains with the club). If not, the drawn wheat cent is removed, improving the 
odds for a winner at the next hunt. This continues until the Indian is drawn, and then the contest is 
‘reset’. Currently, there are  9  Wheaties surrounding the Indian - do you feel lucky? 
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Minutes of Yankee Territory Coinshooters meeting, February 10, 2009 
The monthly meeting was called to order at 6:45pm with 46 members and 2 guests present. 
The Secretary’s report for January 2009 was accepted as printed. 
The Treasurer’s report was accepted as read, with a balance of $2,862.55 and a silver inventory of $38.45 face 
value, with a purchase cost of $269.92 
 
 Announcements and Correspondence: 
Thank you to Joe Waldron for donating a new book to the club library titled “Follow The Signs: A Treasure 
Hunter’s Handbook” by Dayne Chastain. 
Tony announced that the March elections are fast approaching and that the club needs volunteers to fill 
positions.  The following members have volunteered to run or take a position: 
 
 President: Bob Friese 
Vice President: Ken Gudernatch 
Treasurer: Vince DiBattista 
Recording Secretary: Jim LaChance   Librarian: Auralie LaChance  Find of the Month Coordinator: Bill Wright 
Refreshment Chairman: Ginger Stewart 
 
 Old Business: 
Matt Dakin gave an update on the club website.  Usernames and passwords have been assigned and emailed to 
any member that had given him their email address. 
The website received favorable comments from the club members. A big ‘thank you’ to Matt for his hard work. 
Rick Browne gave an update on the Puerto Rico hunt. 6 people are signed up to go.  The dates are Mar 18-26, 
2009. 
Polar Bear hunt is scheduled for Feb 22, 2009 (Rain date Mar 1, 2009) at Hammonasset Beach. There will be 
signs posted at the park entrance. Entry fee is $8.00 per person. The club will supply donuts and coffee. The hunt 
starts at 1:00PM.  We are looking for prize donations (does not have to be coin related). 
Roger Moyles announced that he working on getting possible access to a 1706 house in Durham, CT for a future 
fun hunt. 
 
 New Business: 
The club insurance policy bill is due in March 2009. The cost is $367.00. A motion was passed to pay the bill 
now. 
Dave Gregorski spoke about the BONE hunt/exposition, which is April 25-26. See page 9 of the February Probe 
for details. 
 
 Speaker: 
A few club members spoke about their best finds for 2008. Roger Moyles found several coins, one of which was 
an 1876 Liberty dime. Dave Gregorski told us the story of the pocket watch that he found. He also found a pair 
of sterling aviator’s pins. Rick Browne spoke about an amethyst ring. 
 
 Everyone agreed that a detectorist needs patience when hunting.  When you go back to a site that you’ve been to 
before you may find some things that you missed before.  It just depends on your pattern of hunting. Water finds 
can be affected by the tides and changing beach erosion due to the weather.  When detecting on land think about 
what could have been in that spot 100 years ago. 
 
 The 50/50, Attendance and the Silver Dollar drawing were held. Bill Wright held the FOM. 
          Meeting was adjourned at 8:53pm 
 Respectfully submitted, Jim LaChance 
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                            YTC Officers 
 
President,  Tony Cwikla                    860-623-1153
            {CAPACTION@aol.com}
            
Vice President,  Rick Browne           860-738-0570 
                                    {waterwalker@snet.net}  
                              
Recording Secretary - Jim LaChance 
                     860-741-7551    JLaChance@aol.com 
                                     
Treasurer, Vince DiBattista              860-666-0270 
          {VDibattist@sbcglobal.net } 
 
Newsletter, Dave Gregorski               860-742-5836 
                                  {DGRookie@sbcglobal.net} 

Yankee Territory Coinshooters 
Code of Ethics 

Respect the rights and property of others. 
Never destroy historical or archeological artifacts. 
Observe all laws, whether national, state, or local. 
Aid law enforcement officials whenever possible. 

Leave the land and vegetation as it was. 
FILL IN ALL HOLES. 

Remove all trash and litter, take it with you when you 
leave. 

Remember that all coinshooters may be judged by the 
example YOU set. Always conduct yourself with 

courtesy and consideration toward others. 

T.C.  Metal Detectors 
Authorized dealer for Fisher, Tesoro, Minelab, 
Garrett, Troy, Bounty Hunter, Detectorpro, 

Whites, Lesche, RTG, and more 

Tony Cwikla, 23 Cornwall Drive,  
Windsor Locks, CT  06096 

860-623-1153 or  860-916-2506 
{29 years experience, oldest, largest dealer in the area} 

Member: Y.T.C., FMDAC 
Special discounts for members! 

FAX: 860-627-0593;  e-mail:  
CAPACTION@aol.com 

 
We also carry a full line of books, digging tools, sand 
scoops, headphones, extra coils, bags, pouches, etc. 

 
- We use what we sell and give expert advice free of charge. - 

Why not come in and see what we’re finding !! 

METAL DETECTORS and ACCESSORIES  

J & E ENTERPRISES of  
S. Yarmouth  

Factory Authorized Dealer for Fisher, Garrett, 
Minelab, Tesoro, & Whites. Coiltek coils, Covers, 
Headphones, Beach & Water Scoops, Books, Etc., 

Eleanor Hube, 54 Old Main St. at Forest Rd. 
South Yarmouth, MA 02664 

1-508-760-2100 
e-mail,  jetrhub2@gmail.com 

(Founding member of Yankee Territory Coinshooters) 

SALES, SERVICE & RENTALS 
Accepts Discover, Mastercard and Visa 

Will ship UPS 

(Special consideration for Y.T.C. members.) 

A Notice… 
Two friends of our hobby have recently passed on. 
Some of you may have known John Govoni, a long-
time active member of the  Mass. Treasure Hunters’ 
Association. Also no longer with us is Dave Cooke. 
Dave was an assistant to the State Archeologist, but 
was very supportive of metal detectorists and was a 
Y.T.C. member in the past.  
Both were good men and will be missed.  

Y.T.C. Membership 
It’s not required that you come to meetings to be a 
member...we realize it may be difficult to get here. 
You can still enjoy the newsletter, and the ‘fun 
hunts’ we have throughout the year. Then there’s the 
Christmas Party! But the meetings are usually 
interesting and even fun. And it does give people a 
chance to share ‘war stories’ and show off their 
finds. And just say ‘hi’.   
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For 2009 ‘Challenge’ Participants 

   The rules state – “A find may be used to satisfy 
only one item on the list.” That is true; however, 
I do allow items to be ‘switched’. (There are a 
number of items that can qualify for 2 or even 3 
columns/Levels.) I will explain. 

   Let’s say it’s early in the year, and with 
detecting limited, you are lucky to find a Barber 
quarter as your first silver coin of the year. And 
you have completed Level 1 (please refer to 
Challenge list) except for the ‘Eagle’ quarter. 
Well, you can use the Barber quarter to complete 
Level 1 (as it has an eagle on the reverse)! 

   Don’t cringe, this is not a ‘waste! I will award 
the Level 1 prize. Then when you get another 
‘Eagle quarter’, bring it to me along with the 
Barber. Your Level 1 will remain complete, but 
now you can use the Barber for Level 2, “Silver 
coin”, if needed. If/when you get another silver 
coin for Level 2, you can ‘move’ the Barber to 
satisfy Level 3. 

   Here’s another example: you find a fishing 
item, which you want to use for Level 1. Fine. 
However, the lure has a patent #/date on it. This, 
therefore, can also be used for Level 4, “Item 
with patent #/date”. Same deal – when you find 
another fishing item, bring it to me along with 
the first one, and you  will remain having credit 
for a Level 1 item, plus now you can use the first 
lure find for Level 4. 

   Hope this isn’t too confusing – if in doubt, ask 
me (Dave Gregorski). And most important – I 
can’t remember all your past finds, so you MUST 
bring both items for my viewing, when 
requesting such a switch!   

More Challenge Woes! 
By Dave Gregorski 

Usually I’m complaining about how close I came 
to completing Level 4 of the annual Challenge. 
Not even close for that level this year, but as of 
September I needed one of two items to complete 
level 3 – either a piece of monogrammed jewelry, 
or a dog license tag. Should be a ‘piece of cake’ 
– much of the year remaining, and I normally 
find several such tags each year. 

But for some reason my passion for detecting got 
sidetracked – very surprising. Yet toward the end 
of the year, there was a brief thaw, and I started 
getting the ‘itch’ again. A friend and I went to a 
shoreline park, where I’d gotten a flat button 
some time ago. I wanted to go back there with 
my Minelab Explorer, as that machine would 
compensate for some of the interference of 
nearby power lines. 

Actually, it was fun detecting again, and I wasn’t 
even thinking about the Challenge. But to my 
surprise and pleasure, out came a blue dog tag, 
from only 3 inches down! Yay! 

But I should know better than to celebrate too 
early. I basked in my accomplishment the rest of 
the day…only to discover when I got home, that 
the tag merely had a dog’s name on it (Chalupa). 
It wasn’t the prescribed license/rabies tag! Oh 
well. 

But I had fun that day. From a tip of a ‘local’, we 
ended up at a fairly old school. My last target of 
the year was a 1944 Mercury dime. Nice memory 
to have. And I’m looking forward to this year’s 
Challenge.  
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New Library Book 
The club has purchased Colored 
Gemstones, by Antoinette Matlins. It 
covers selecting, buying and caring for 
various precious and semi-precious gems. 

Included are various lists: modern-day 
birth-stones, anniversary stones, and the 
symbolism of colors. Then there’s the ‘cut’ 
of stones, with names and descriptions of 
the parts of the cut. I was surprised by the 
number of different stones listed under 
each of the basic colors. Some nice color 
plates are included. Take a look.     Ed. 

With newly Elected Officials there are E-mail address changes. 
 
 I must relinquish the VicePresident@yankeeterritorycoinshooters.com to the new VP. 
 
 Therefore you will be receiving most E-mail correspondence and the electronic version of the Probe, if you 
subscribe to it, from:    wisdom@yankeeterritorycoinshooters.com 
 
 Please, if you have any E-mail filters set, add the above address to your “Safe Recipient List” to ensure you do 
not have an Official Y.T.C. E-mailing blocked. 
 
 You can also E-mail me (Rick Browne) at the above address with any metal detecting or Y.T.C. related 
concerns you wish to discuss. If I can not help, I will get the information to the appropriate person that can. 
 
 Don’t forget to use the website. By now everyone with an E-mail address on file with Y.T.C. should have 
received their User Name and Password to access the Members Only Sections of 
www.yankeeterritorycoinshooters.com including the Forum. You must have a valid E-mail address to access 
the Club’s Forum. You need not have one to get a User Name and Password for access to the Members Only 
sections of the Club’s website. Remember if you do not have an E-mail address on file or your address changes 
please pass the address onto me so your access to the Forum can be updated and you will not miss any Club 
correspondence. If you have a computer but not an E-mail address and desire to access the Members Only 
Sections, contact Matt Dakin at 860-742-0428 or at a meeting. He can give you your User Name and 
Password. 
 
 Thanks for your support during the past year. 
Rick Browne 
VP Y.T.C 2008 

 Acknowledgements… 

  Pete Luchina has donated $25 to Y.T.C., for the 
purchase of silver for prizes. He has been a Y.T.C. 
member since 1976, and was recently given a lifetime 
membership in our club. We thank Pete for his 
generosity, and wish him well up in Webster, 
Massachusetts. 
  Member Joe Waldron has donated an interesting 
book to the Y.T.C. library. It’s entitled, Follow the 
Signs – a Treasure Hunter’s Handbook, written by 
Dayne Chastain. Take a look at a future meeting. 
Thanks, Joe. 
  Rich Noble has offered to be part of the club’s 
mentoring program. He joins 4 other Y.T.C. members 
in this function – see page 4 of the February Probe. 
Rich lives in Wethersfield, and can be reached at: 
860-202-3419. 
  Reviewing our records showed that Ray Boudreax 
joined our club in September of 2008. A belated 
‘welcome’, Roy, and hope you’ll stay with us.   
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Bold, italics indicates the 
winners - submitted by Bill 

Wright, Feb., 2009 

 COIN

 

 Gold/Silver   

Pre 1900  No Entries  

    

Post 1899  Dave Gregorski 1910 Barber Dime 

 Other   

Pre 1900  No Entries  

Post 1899  Ken Gudernatch 1936 Buffalo Nickel 

  Bill Wright 1941 Nickel 

    

 Token/medal Richard Lipka 
Leonard Refridge 1933 Chicago Worlds 

Fair 
 

JEWELRY 

    

 Gold Ken Gudernatch 14 K Band with 6 Diamonds 

 Consolation Prize Rick Browne 10 K Ring with Wannabe Diamonds 

    

 Silver Richard MacRobbie .925 Silver Necklace 

  Bill Wright .925 Silver Ring 

 Other Richard Lipka Ring 

  Dave Gregorski Friendship Ring 

 RELIC

 

 Toy Ken Gudernatch Toy Car with Concretion 

    
 Military Richard Lipka U.S. Army 76th Division Pin 

    
 Other Dave Gregorski Silver Teeth - Partial Plate 

 NON METAL

 

  Richard Lipka Plastic Soldier with Metal Detector 

  Ken Gudernatch Glass Blob 

  Roger Moyles Toy Soldier 
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By Bill Wright 

Dave Gregorski:  1910 Barber Dime – Dave found this Barber dime along with a silver Roosevelt and 3 
Wheaties at a beach location he has gone to many times before. 
 
 Ken Gudernatch:  1936 Buffalo Nickel – This was a salt water find for Ken the day before the meeting. 
 
 Richard Lipka:  1933 Chicago Worlds Fair Leonard Refridgeration Token – This token was found at the 
beach, about 2 inches down in the sand. 
 
 Ken Gudernatch: 14K Ring with 6 Diamonds – Ken wasn’t sure if the diamonds were real. They were tested 
at the meeting and found to be real diamonds. 
 
 Richard MacRobbie:  .925 Silver Necklace – Mac found this necklace during his trip to Cancun. 
 
 Richard Lipka:  Ring – This was found near the surface down at the shore. A few coins were also found. 
 
 Ken Gudernatch:  Toy Car with Concretion – This was found down at the shore in wet sand. A lot of 
quarters were found that day. 
 
 Richard Lipka:  U.S. Army 76th Division Pin – This was another beach find by Richard. 
 
 Dave Gregorski:  Silver Teeth – Partial Plate – This was just a deep-black hunk of metal when Dave found it. 
He didn’t know what it was until he got home and cleaned it up. 
 
 Richard Lipka:  Plastic Soldier with Metal Detector – Richard found this plastic YTC member laying on top 
of the sand down at the beach. 
 
 Rick Browne:  10K Ring with Wannabe Diamonds – Rick found this at the same beach where he found one 
of his favorite rings from last year. 

Seniors aged 62 and older are eligible, by state 
statute, for tuition waivers at any public college 
or university in the state — the University of 
Connecticut, Connecticut State University and 
the 12 community colleges. 
 
Generally, waivers are available only when space 
exists at the end of a registration period. Other 
fees, and costs for books and supplies, are not 
waived. 
 
Whether you seek a degree, leisure time activity 
or personal enrichment, explore the exciting 
opportunities offered by Connecticut colleges 
and universities. join the more than 3,000 seniors 
already on campus — learning is lifelong! 

Man Makes Mint off Declaration of Independence 

A rare 1823 copy of the Declaration of Independence 
sold at auction for $477,650, by a man who found it 
in a Nashville thrift store for $2.48. Six bidders 
contended for the document, most by phone or the 
Internet, when bidding opened at $125,000. 
   The document turned out to be an ‘official copy’, 
one of 200 commissioned in 1820. The seller said he 
had a few plans for spending the money: a used car, 
adding a sunroom to the house, helping to support his 
parents, and giving some to charity. His comment – 
“…by the time you put some aside for taxes, it’s not a 
huge fortune, but more like a small fortune.”     
     [Not bad, though, for $2.48. Thanks to Ken G. for 
submitting this.] 
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Catch of the Day Has a Nice Ring To It! 
A LUCKY fisherman landed a whopper of a catch that gave him the best surprise ending 
he ever heard of. Ukrainian VA Zemlyanoy, a farmer from Uzhgorod living on a 
pension, caught a 30-inch, 11.5-pound pike in a nearby river. It was one of the best 
catches of Zemlyanoy's life, but the big surprise came later. 

When Zemlyanoy cut the fish open, he found a five-ounce, 14-karat, white gold ring 
with a large ruby in a gold setting. Zemlyanoy checked a neighborhood jeweler and was 
astonished to learn his whopper of a ring was worth an estimated $2,500 

But Zemlyanoy's luck ran out when he tried to tell friends of his great catch at the local 
tavern: Nobody believed him. 

 

The earliest medium of exchange in the New England Settlements was Wampum. Wampum was used by the 
Indiana and consisted of shells with holes drilled in them so they could be strung on leather for convenience 
and adornment. In 1637 the General court of Massachusetts made Wampum legal tender giving it a value of 6 
a penny for any sum under 12d.  

In 1661 the law for making Wampum legal tender was repealed. The colonists now had to make their own 
money. In 1652 the court ordered the first metallic currency to be struck in the English Americas. This coin 
was the known as the New England silver threepence, sixpence, and shilling. The mint for these coins was 
located in Boston. The coins were silver blanks of appropriate size stamped with the letters "NE" These coins 
are extremely rare and today are worth a lot of Wampum! Good luck in finding one of these prize coins! 
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Another Ring Search 
By Dave Gregorski 

   I got the request indirectly through the Y.T.C. website…a young man had lost his wedding band, 
throwing a football on Thanksgiving Day. I called to get the details, and was a bit put-off by the 
distance I would have to travel – to Pawcatuck, near Stonington. I was asked how this was ‘usually 
done’, and I said that I didn’t charge for my attempts, but that gas money would be appreciated. 
   I decided I would make a day of it, maybe hit a couple sites on my ‘list’, as long as I was in that area. 
The ring had been lost only 6 days, so I figured it would be an easy find, and I could get on with some 
personal detecting. The weather was sunny and around 55. 
   Thanks goodness for my GPS – there were so many twists and turns at the end, that directions would 
have been nearly impossible to give...and follow. Turning onto a dead-end street, I hoped to find an old 
house, thinking for being so helpful, I could get permission to detect the yard. But no such luck – fairly 
modern. The home actually belonged to the ring-losers parents. 
   After a brief introduction, I queried about the ring, and was told a group of people had looked for it 
well into darkness (in the front yard), without luck. I also found out it was made of Palladium! I had no 
clue where on the scale I might expect the ring to read. So I pulled out my Minelab Explorer (it has a 
fairly accurate depth indicator) and decided to dig everything up to 2 inches. I began a methodical 
patterning of the yard. But it was going too slowly, and I went to the ‘old reliable’ Sovereign with the 
15-inch coil. I wanted more coverage, to move faster. 
  But there was ample iron at the site, enough to produce a lot of ‘nulling’. Such ‘blanking out’ of the 
signal could easily hide any good target, so I switched back to the Explorer, which I had set up to hear 
most iron and everything else. No ‘nulling’. 
   After digging a couple targets, I got a fairly loud signal at about the 15-minute mark – mid-range. As 
I knelt down, I could see the ring half-pressed into the soil. Silvery, as I was told. I yelled “I got it!” 
and the man who was rather carefully watching me came over. I looked at the band, and ‘Pd 950’ was 
etched on the inside. I then hefted it and noted it was rather heavy. (I smiled a bit later, realizing my 
natural curiosity kept the anxious guy from quickly getting his hands on it!) I handed it over to a wave 
of gratitude. 
   The man pressed a twenty into my hand, along with more thanks. I took the opportunity to ask 
directions to a park whose location had eluded me – the GPS hadn’t a clue. I had seen a display of 
coins from that park at BONE – many were in the 1800’s. The man invited me inside, and his wife (a 
long-time resident) graciously went online and got me directions to at least the vicinity. They called 
their son and gave him the good news. We chatted quite awhile - they were nice people, as was their 
dog who was pressed against my leg in what I figure was a ‘doggy-hug’! After looking over their many 
Christmas displays (including a fantastic collection of Nutcrackers), I took my leave. 
   With the address punched into my GPS, I found the park with little trouble. It was flat and small, near 
a grouping of buildings where the newest were Victorian. But alas, I have nothing interesting to report. 
(I did find a piece of ’junk’ jewelry that later won me a silver dime in the FOTM.)  Obviously, from its 
size and the number of coins that had been found, the site had been gone over with much zeal. But I 
‘saved’ the location, and may one day return with a different strategy. 
   My GPS got me to a nice seafood lunch, and I took my time getting home. As had happened with 
other successful ring-finds, a warm glow kind of washed over me. I wasn’t even disappointed that the 
park had turned up nothing. To me, this was a day well-spent. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS/HUNTS 

 May 16th—Onset, Massachusetts. 17th Annual Open Treasure Hunt sponsored by the Gateway 
Treasure Hunters Club, rain or shine, at Onset Public Beach. Registration begins at 9 a.m. Easy access from 
I-95, I-495 and Mass. Routes 3, 6, 25 and 28. For more info, call Roy Gouge at (508) 759-9779, write 3161 
Cranberry Hwy. E, Wareham, MA 02538, or e-mail phylroy@gis.net or Gordon Pelletier at (508) 273-7103, 
write P.O. Box 950, Onset, MA 02558, or e-mail gthclub22@verizon.net. You can also visit http://
mysite.verizon.net/gthclub22 

April 25-26 - BONE 16;  see page 9 of Feb. Probe for details.   

Gravestones 
Despite a late flurry of opposition, Gov. William A. O'Neill has signed a bill affording Connecticut's 
history-rich burial grounds greater protection than they've had. The law, passed by the General 
Assembly this year, makes it a felony, carrying a prison sentence of from one to five years and up to a 
$5,000 fine, to possess or sell any object removed from a cemetery or to vandalize a cemetery. Until 
now, the offenses in question were covered by larceny statutes. Whether an offense was a misdemeanor 
or a felony depended on the value of the object, and that was difficult to assess. 
The tougher penalties under the new law are meant to counteract the increase of illegal trafficking in 
valuable colonial-era tombstones and cemetery vandalism. A number of cemetery associations had 
asked Mr. O'Neill to veto the bill, claiming that its prohibitions against moving markers, fences and 
other objects inside burial grounds could impede maintenance. 

Destruction and the theft-for-profit of gravestone are greater problems, however, and the governor 
acted upon that need. If the now law don create problems for those who maintain cemeteries, it can be 
amended. 

This article was sent in by two members and another called in about it. Be careful if you are detecting 
in these areas. [Ed. note - this article was found in an old Probe. I suspect the law is still in place - an 
FYI if you insist on detecting in such spots.] 

Good, Clean Fun - Tips for Better Living 
These are cheaper, healthier, and environmentally-friendly ways of solving common household problems. 
 
Drain opener – pour 1 cup baking soda in the drain, then pour 1 cup vinegar in the drain;  one minute later, 
follow with 1 pint boiling water 
Glass cleaner applied with paper towels – white vinegar applied with newspaper 
Grease cutter – lemon juice, vinegar or borax 
Powder bleach – borax 
Carpet cleaner – cornstarch or baking soda 
Insecticides – mix borax with brown sugar and flour; Roaches carry mixture back to their nests and die. Keep away from 
children. 
Toilet cleaner – liquid castile soap and baking soda or borax 
All-purpose cleaner – liquid castile soap and baking soda or borax will clean many things. Dilute for floors, walls and 
counters. 
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 Minutes of Yankee Territory Coinshooters meeting, March 10, 2009 
 
 The monthly meeting was called to order at 6:48pm with 44 members present. 
A warm welcome to the following new members: David & Heather Payton, Jay Daly, and Amber Slawski. 
 The Secretary’s report for February 2009 was accepted as printed. 
The Treasurer’s report was accepted as read, with a balance of $2,586.72 and a silver inventory of $52.60 face 
value, with a purchase cost of $349.34 including 4 silver dollars. 
 
 Announcements and Correspondence: 
The following items were available at the front table:  FMDAC notes, Coinworld Magazine, Garrett Searcher 
newsletter, and brochures for Brimfield. 
 
 Old Business: 
Dave Gregorski talked about the Blackthorn Resort “Lost Treasure Weekend” hunt in the Catskills 
Mountains near East Durham, NY June 4-7, 2009. See page 9 for details. 
Dave also talked about the Bone 16 weekend.  There is no change at this time for the Saturday natural find 
hunt. It is still $50.00. The Saturday night dinner is now $10.00 (advance tickets) for a picnic type meal, rather 
than potluck.  See page  10 for updated details. 
 Polar Bear Hunt:  Best ever per Tony!!!  All who attended had a great time. Per Mac there were 2900 targets 
planted.  Matt has posted pictures of the hunt on the club website. A big thanks and a round of applause for Mac 
who was the hunt master for all of his hard work. 
Rick Browne gave a brief update about his upcoming Puerto Rico hunt. 
 Tony announced that we are still looking for fun hunt ideas. 
Rick Browne announced that there are 10 openings for his hunt April 18th. A lottery drawing will be held at the 
April meeting for remaining slots. 
 
 New Business: 
Tony announced that after a find from last month’s FOM was missing; that the board has decided that anyone 
caught stealing will be prosecuted. Please feel free to put your items on the table and participate in the FOM. 
It was announced that there are over 102 members in the club now. 
 Vince announced that Jill was on vacation; the FMDAC cards are now being processed and should be available 
by the next meeting. 
A new member’s package was discussed and the following items should be included: 
 Club Constitution, Newsletter, Information Probe, Challenge Sheet, Mentor List, and Welcome Letter. 
 
 Elections were held for the current year: 
President: Bob Friese            Vice President: Ken Gudernatch 
Treasurer: Vince DiBattista       Recording Secretary: Jim LaChance 
 
 These members have volunteered to fill the following positions: 
Librarian: Auralie LaChance      Find of the Month Coordinator: Bill Wright    
   Refreshment Chairman: Ginger Stewart 
There was a general discussion on the club website. It was expressed that more members need to participate in 
the club website forums. Matt Dakin is available if anyone needs assistance. 
The 50/50, Attendance and the Silver Dollar drawing were held.    Bill Wright held the FOM. 
 
 Meeting was adjourned at 8:41pm.       Respectfully submitted,  Jim LaChance 
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                            YTC Officers 
 
President,  Bob Friese                      860-830-0541
             {scubaisus@aol.com}            
Vice President,  Ken Gudernatch     860-568-3464 
                                     {KENGTHER@aol.com} 

Recording Secretary - Jim LaChance 

                   860-741-7551    {JLaChance@aol.com} 
                                     
Treasurer, Vince DiBattista              860-666-0270 
          {VDibattist@sbcglobal.net } 
 
Newsletter, Dave Gregorski               860-742-5836 
                                  {DGRookie@sbcglobal.net} 

Yankee Territory Coinshooters 
Code of Ethics 

Respect the rights and property of others. 
Never destroy historical or archeological artifacts. 
Observe all laws, whether national, state, or local. 
Aid law enforcement officials whenever possible. 

Leave the land and vegetation as it was. 
FILL IN ALL HOLES. 

Remove all trash and litter, take it with you when you 
leave. 

Remember that all coinshooters may be judged by the 
example YOU set. Always conduct yourself with 

courtesy and consideration toward others. 

T.C.  Metal Detectors 
Authorized dealer for Fisher, Tesoro, Minelab, 
Garrett, Troy, Bounty Hunter, Detectorpro, 

Whites, Lesche, RTG, and more 

Tony Cwikla, 23 Cornwall Drive,  
Windsor Locks, CT  06096 

860-623-1153 or  860-916-2506 
{29 years experience, oldest, largest dealer in the area} 

Member: Y.T.C., FMDAC 
Special discounts for members! 

FAX: 860-627-0593;  e-mail:  
CAPACTION@aol.com 

 
We also carry a full line of books, digging tools, sand 
scoops, headphones, extra coils, bags, pouches, etc. 

 
- We use what we sell and give expert advice free of charge. - 

Why not come in and see what we’re finding !! 

METAL DETECTORS and ACCESSORIES  

J & E ENTERPRISES of  
S. Yarmouth  

Factory Authorized Dealer for Fisher, Garrett, 
Minelab, Tesoro, & Whites. Coiltek coils, Covers, 
Headphones, Beach & Water Scoops, Books, Etc., 

Eleanor Hube, 54 Old Main St. at Forest Rd. 
South Yarmouth, MA 02664 

1-508-760-2100 
e-mail,  jetrhub2@gmail.com 

(Founding member of Yankee Territory Coinshooters) 

SALES, SERVICE & RENTALS 
Accepts Discover, Mastercard and Visa 

Will ship UPS 

(Special consideration for Y.T.C. members.) 

Best Wishes… 
...to Ray Dapkus, who recently lost his father. Our 

thoughts and prayers are with you, Ray. 

And to Carol Janak, who is recovering from 
surgery. Quick healing to you, Carol. 
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‘Polar Bear’ Hunt Report 
The bear might have been perspiring a little. 
After 2 postponements because of snow, 
Sunday March 8 was comfortably warm 
and sunny. The coffee and donuts did not 
last long, as an unexpected 47 members 
showed up! That was by far a new record. 
Unfortunately Eleanor Hube was unable to 
attend, and we wish her well. 

Richard MacRobbie (Mac) and his helpers 
outlined the hunt field and planted around 
2900 targets, including tokens good for 
prizes. Rick picked up the coffee and 
donuts. Two raffles were held, for silver 
dollar prizes. Pam Giannetti was kind 
enough to provide some (still warm) 
kielbasa and ‘kraut, and Peg Waldron added 
some tasty brownies.  

Everyone, of course, had plenty of targets to 
dig. A few of the guys helped Mac cash in 
the tokens after the hunt, and we all waited 
for - which token would give the right to try 
for “the Indian” (and therefore win the 
treasure chest contents). Of all things, this 
year it was a darkened clad quarter! And 
again of all things, Steve Beauregard had 
used it to buy part of a raffle ticket!! But he 
had a witness, and tried for the Indian, but it 
evaded him. So next planted hunt, the odds 
for picking it will be a little better (8 
Wheaties accompanying the Indian). 

These hunts are a LOT of work, and a 
number of people pitched in to help. Thanks 
to Mac and all the rest, for helping to make 
a great day. See photos on our website! 

Y.T.C. Membership - An FYI 
Although our meetings provide socializing and 
other benefits, it is NOT necessary to attend them 
to be a club member. And you can still attend 
other club events. 

Another ‘Thank You’! 
Another year has passed, and we want to express 
our appreciation to outgoing officers and other 
volunteers. It’s so true that a club doesn’t run 
itself, especially with our rather large 
membership and the variety and amount of 
activities. So to those who’ve ‘retired’, enjoy!  
And thanks and welcome to the current people 
who are running this club (see the ‘Minutes’). 
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COILS, DETECTORS, 
HEADPHONES, PINPOINTERS, AND 

DIGGERS / SCOOPS 
                    
S B A L E N I M V Y 
S E T I H W X I O A 
G A R K E T P R S R 
F R T M E E T U S N 
S B E L R T G P E U 
F I S H E R L A B S 
S V O R H S S I H W 

L L R G S M C S O I 
P A O T I K P H O C 
G B I G F O O T E K 
          

BIGFOOT  COILS  
COILTEK  COILS  
FISHER  DETECTORS  
FISHERLABS  DETECTORS  
GARRETT  DETECTORS  
GPL  DETECTORS  
KOSS  HEAD PHONES  
LESCHE  DIGGERS  
MINELAB  DETECTORS  
MP  DETECTORS  
OKM  DETECTORS  
RTG  SCOOPS  
SUNRAY  COILS  
TESORO  DETECTORS  
TROY  DETECTORS  

VIBRA  
PINPOINTERS, 
DETECTORS  

VIPER  DETECTORS  
WHITES  DETECTORS  
XP  DETECTORS  

April WordFind 
 
   Rick Browne noticed these ‘puzzles’ in 
some way-older Probes, and decided it would 
be a fun thing to re-introduce them! And he 
made this one up himself. The rules are:  

   View the brand names (left hand column)
below the ‘scrambled’ box of letters. Then 
find those words in the box. I never heard of a 
few of these...Rick did some ‘homework’.     
Ed. 

Minor Things That May Annoy You 
(Other than people!) 

 
   A mosquito in your ear. [And those tiny 
midges may be even worse...especially when 
your hands are dirty from gardening.] 

  Socks that swim around your ankles 
because the elastic’s worn out. {Though 
modern socks seem to get ‘holed’ or worn 
thin long before this happens.] 

  Discovering that you’ve stepped in gum. 
[Or something worse.] 

  Getting the hiccups. [Sometimes the ‘cures’ 
work...sometimes not.] 

  A Band-aid that has lost its adhesion. 
[Always when you’re not home to get a 
replacement.] 

  The sound of a dental drill. [Though the 
modern high-speed drills are not as scary as 
the super-low RPM drills used awhile back.] 

  Leftovers left in the refrigerator too long. 
[Can even be scary, when you can’t 
recognize what it was!] 

[Some ideas from Richard Tambling, 
Journal Inquirer, plus my comments.    Ed.] 
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Bold, italics indicates the 
winners - submitted by Bill 

Wright, March., 2009 

RELIC    

        Toy    Betty Choquette Toy Car 

      Matt Dakin Pooh Bear Toy Cooking Pot 

      

        Military    Rick Browne Musket Ball 

      

        Other    Dave Gregorski Tip Top Bread Watch Fob 

      Vince DiBattista 1800's Scovill Button 

       Consolation Prize    Richard Lipka Athletic Club Whistle 

COIN    

 Gold/Silver   

Pre 1900  Rich Janak 1881 Morgan Silver Dollar 

Post 1899  Dave Gregorski 1940-S Mercury Dime 

  Paul Fockner 1949 Washinton Quarter 

 Other   

Pre 1900  Dan LaMontagne 1866 2 Cent Coin 

  Richard Walauski 1851 Large Cent 

Post 1899  Vince DiBattista Mexican 1993 1 Peso & 2004 5 Peso 

 Token/medal Richard Lipka Elvis Presley Comemorative Token 

JEWELRY    

 Gold Rick Browne 1948 ‘Brass Rat’ MIT Class Ring 

 Silver Richard Lipka .925 Silver Gandhi Prayer Medal 

  Joe Waldron Sterling Silver Ring with Hearts 

  Vince DiBattista Sterling Ring 

 Other Dan Dyer 2006 NY Yankees Promotional Ring 

  Phil Skewes Ring with Hearts 

  Dave Gregorski ‘Colorado’ Pin 
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By Bill Wright 

 Rich Janak:  1881 Morgan Silver Dollar – This is the second silver dollar Rich has found in the 
water at this particular beach. [There was talk about attaching a ‘homing device’ to the vehicle he 
uses.] 
 
 Dave Gregorski:  1940-S Mercury Dime – This was a beach find for Dave. 
 
 Dan LaMontagne:  1866  2 Cent Coin – This was a cellar hole find about 4 inches down. Dan 
believes the sandy soil helped to keep the coin in good shape. 
 
 Vince DiBattista: Mexican 1993 1 Peso & 2004 5 Peso – Vince found these coins after the Polar 
Bear hunt in a park where has had previous luck. 
 
 Richard Lipka:  Elvis Presley Commemorative Token – This was a playscape find for Richard. 
 
 Rick Browne:  1948 ‘Brass Rat’ MIT Class Ring – Rick did a lot of research on this ring and found 
out how it was made and why it is called the “Brass Rat”. It was found in knee deep water. 
 
 Richard Lipka:  Sterling Gandhi Prayer Medal – Richard found this detecting around an old 
building. He did not realize it was silver until the meeting. 
 
 Dan Dyer:  2006 NY Yankees Promotional Ring – This was a schoolyard find for Dan. 
 
 Betty Choquette:  Toy Car – This was a beach find missed by other detectorists, and was found by 
Betty. 
 
 Rick Browne:  Musket Ball – This was a salt water find for Rick. 
 
 Dave Gregorski:  Tip Top Bread Watch Fob – found in his annual early spring hunt at a New Haven 
beach. He thought it was deep silver, but was still pleased with this piece if history (he and others in 
central CT had eaten this bread growing up!) 
 
 Dave Gregorski:  Calico Crab – found only a few pennies at Ocean Beach, but this ‘cute’ crustacean 
earned Dave a silver dime! 
 

NON METAL 

  Dave Gregorski Calico Crab 

  Richard Lipka Foot & Shoe 
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Unraveling History 
By Dave Gregorski 

 
   Even yesterday’s events are considered ‘history’. And if we wanted to solve some mystery there, 
much information to do so would likely be available. But to solve a puzzle decades or more old, 
the challenge invites some guesses and intuition. Metal detectorists often have that opportunity, in 
deciding just how that ‘find’ got to be where we found it! 

   April 2nd turned pleasantly warm by the afternoon, and after a day’s hard work, I chose to reward 
myself with some detecting. It was too late for a shore trip, so I decided to try the woods of Keney 
Park. An area I’d not detected before ‘spoke’ to me, and I grabbed my gear and walked quite a 
way from the road (and the trash) before beginning. 

   One thing I’ve learned about these woods – the older targets can very deep, amid formidable 
roots. A long-handled shovel is the digger of choice, and having a small saw handy is also a good 
idea. Detecting in ‘all-metal’ gave the Minelab Sovereign maximum depth (then switching to 
‘discriminate’ mode on a signal), but I covered a lot of ground getting only a clad dime, a buckle, 
and a ‘Remington button’. I couldn’t figure if the area had been well-hunted, or whether people 
hadn’t spent time there in the past. 

   At about the one-hour mark, I got that nice, soft, high-pitched signal I love. Out came a Wheatie, 
with a nice green patina. Two feet away, another Wheatie! Another 2 feet - a Memorial cent!? All 
were 5-8 inches deep, with that same ‘fuzzy’ green surface. What was going on here? 

   After 45 minutes, the area looked like a battle zone. Coin after coin came up, each high-pitched 
like the first. Silver coins sound the same as bronze pennies on this machine, and I kept waiting for 
that special glint peeking through a dirt-covered disk. But it was not to happen, which made things 
even more puzzling. The pattern made me think of what might have happened here. 

   I ended up with 15 Wheaties and 7 Memorials! Most were from within a 15-foot circle, but there 
were a number of ‘outliers’. I had detected an ever-widening circle until the signals gave out. Then 
one more clue – a cap from a wine bottle, from the same depth. Are you thinking the same as me? 

   I figure kids got someone to pick up some wine for them, then snuck into the woods to have a 
poker game! Penny ante. Some pennies went flying after the wine was imbibed. Judging from the 
ratio of Wheaties to Memorials, I figured the game took place around 1960 (the last Wheats were 
minted in 1958). 

   When I got home and checked the dates, my theory was supported. Two pennies were from the 
30’s, the rest of the Wheaties, from the 40’s and 50’s. The ‘youngest’ Memorial was a 1961. An 
interesting time in the woods. My main regret? That the poker game hadn’t been ‘dime ante’. 
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Lost Treasure Weekend - June 4-7 
At the Blackthorne Resort, in the Catskills - East Durham, NY.  

  Detecting for natural and planted targets - see - www.blackthorneresort.com  for 
more details. 

  
Following rates include most meals, 2 nights stay (Friday and Saturday). Super 
Deluxe rooms are sold out. 
  Deluxe rooms: $209 includes 4 planted hunts. W/o planted hunts - $152. 
     As above, single occupancy: add 25% surcharge to above rates.  
  
Standard rooms: $195, with planted hunts. $143 w/o hunts. Single occupancy -   
 again add 25%.   
  
  Optional extra day - $55 for Thursday night stay, Friday breakfast, Friday boxed  
 lunch, 'natural finds' detecting at private historic sites.      
    [Optional water hunt, $25 - check with Blackthorne. 518-634-2541] 

ANNOUNCING – MTHA’S JOHN GOVONI MEMORIAL OPEN HUNT for 2009 
To be held at Houghton Pond, in Milton, Mass, on SUNDAY, APRIL 26, 2009, rain or shine. 
BYOL: Bring Your Own Lunch ! (No alcohol on DCR parklands) Directions - call number below.  
REGISTRATION 9:00 - 9:50 AM   First Hunt 10:00 - 10:50   First Hunt Awards 11:00 - 11:15  
1st SILVER Raffle 11:20   Break for LUNCH 11:30 - 12:50   Second Hunt 1:00 - 1:50   Second Hunt Awards 
2:00 - 2:15   2nd SILVER Raffle 2:20   FUN Hunt 2:30 - 3:00           
 Top Prizes: A new White’s  Metal Detector & a Bounty Hunter 
Registration Fee: $ 50.00 if prepaid (by April 8)- $ 60.00 at the Hunt; Need more info. and directions? Call 
Jack Beth – (617) 529-0838.  We intend to have some decent prizes. The more entrants - the better the prizes 
   *** IMPORTANT NOTICE to all attendees *** 
DCR rules PROHIBIT detecting other than in the sandy beach areas ... we're very lucky to be able to hold our 
hunt here.  DO NOT DETECT ANYWHERE but in the DESIGNATED areas. 
Thank you for your support. We wish to be able to come here again for future hunts and I'm sure you do too! 
   Some equipment reminders: ~ No sand scoops or belt-worn sieve baskets allowed; only digging trowel or 
knife    All entrants are required to use HEADPHONES and APRONS 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
2009 MTHA Annual Hunt REGISTRATION FORM 
NAME: ________________________________________________________________________ 
ADDRESS: ______________________________________________________(Street, City, State & ZIP) 
Organization (if any): _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
I hereby release the DCR, its employees, the MTHA, & its members from any liability with regard to this event. 
I understand that I attend this event of my own free will and am responsible for my own safety and actions. 

SIGNATURE: _____________________________________DATE:____________________________ 

[Bring this completed form with you to the hunt. Please inform Jack Beth (above) that you’re attending.] 
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UPCOMING EVENTS/HUNTS 

April 26 (Sunday) - Coin Show @ the Polish National Home, 60 Charter Oak Ave., Hartford. Free 
admission and parking - call 203-877-1680 (Ed Doran) for details. Doors open at 9 A.M. 

Club ‘natural finds outing’ - Saturday, April 18; room for only ~15 people - Rick Browne 
will forward details soon, to those detectorists chosen. 

April 25 - John Govoni Memorial Hunt, see page 9.   April 25-26, BONE 16 ; see details below. 

May 16th—Onset, Massachusetts. 17th Annual Open Treasure Hunt sponsored by the Gateway 
Treasure Hunters Club, rain or shine, at Onset Public Beach. Top prize of a detector in each of the three 
hunts! Cash prizes! Three giant fields seeded with cash and tokens! Silver raffles!  
Registration begins at 9 a.m. Easy access from I-95, I-495 and Mass. Routes 3, 6, 25 and 28. For more info, 
call Roy Gouge at (508) 759-9779, write 3161 Cranberry Hwy. E, Wareham, MA 02538, or e-mail 
phylroy@gis.net or Gordon Pelletier at (508) 273-7103, write P.O. Box 950, Onset, MA 02558, or e-mail 
gthclub22@verizon.net. You can also visit http://mysite.verizon.net/gthclub22 

BONE 16 Treasure Hunter’s Weekend 
N.H. Bob’s Natural Hunt, 4/25/09 - 50 Limit & $50 entry fee. Only a few openings left. 
The Hunt will start as close to 8:AM as possible. The hunt runs till 4 PM with a short noon break to share finds and draw for 
door prizes. Then back at it till 4 PM when we have our last drawing and then get directions to the Baked Bean Supper. 
Lock in your spot at the Spring Natural hunt. How? Mail a Bank or Postal money order for $50. & with your: Name, 
Address & phone & email address send to N.H. Bob @ rc@surfglobal.net or phone NH Bob at 1-603/313-6300. 

Apr. 25, 7:pm, “Best O’ New England Get Together Supper” Everyone invited!! 
Menu; baked beans, Hotdogs, hamburgers, salad, beverage & dessert. Held at Post 24 American Legion, Rte 101, 
Marlborough, NH. Also, Garrett door Prize prizes, including a Garrett Ace 250 metal detector. $10 advance cover charge 
to April 15, then $15 each, until sold out. For advance tickets, make check payable & mail with your name, address, & 
phone # to PTHHS, 307 Main St., Marlborough, NH 03455. More info 1-603/876-4443 
April 26, Sun. Treasure Hunters hobby show 8:30 - 3:00pm. 
Held at Post 24 American Legion Hall, Rte 101, Marlborough, NH. Treasure hunting & prospecting hobby & finds displays, 
4 workshops, an 11:am meeting to discuss preserving the M.D. hobbies. Streeter’s Minelab & Garrett metal detectors & 
accessories booths,, a PTHHS & a YTHC booth; Gold prospecting workshop & a gold panning contest, & free magazines 
from W&E Treasures & International California Gold Mining Journal. Entry fee - donation please, to cover expenses. 
April 26, Sun. Best O’ New England Hobby Show Workshops 
9:00am in annex, “History Underfoot, Where & How to Look”. With Jules Razquin, Historical Researcher. 
10:am in annex, Underwater detecting with Minelab metal detectors & Frank Krupa. 
11:am meeting in annex, “preserving the Metal Detecting hobbies with Jules Razquin, Historical Researcher. 
12:pm, Gold Prospecting & a panning contest with Jason Houle & Yankee Gold Panner members. 

NOTE!! April 26, Both Sunday BONE metal detector hunts , 9:am & 1:pm are across the highway from Post 24 Legion. 
Maniac drivers seem to train here, so use extreme caution when crossing highway !! 

April 26, Sunday 9:am - 10:am, BONE 16 500 Silver coin hunt.. 
8:30am, registration at Legion Hall, Rte 101, Marlborough, NH . $75 advance entry for both BONE hunts to April 15, & 
then $100 for hunts until sold out. (Instead of cash, pay with silver coins & we pay 10 to 1). Make check payable & with 
name, address, tel # & email address, mail to PTHHS, 307 Main St., Marlborough, NH 03455. Info 603/876-4443 
 
Sun., April 26, 2009 1:pm to 2:pm: 
“Mark Sutcliffe Memorial Metal Detector Hunt” Mark was a PTHHS member and attended several BONES 
and was always a great help. $1,500 in old coins buried and tokens for metal detectors, accessories, silver rounds, & 
more. $75 entry fee for both hunts before 4/15/09 & then $100 for hunts until sold out. Make checks payable to PTHHS and 
with your name, address, tel. number, & email address, send to PTHHS, 307 Main St., Marlborough, NH 03455. 

 
Free drawing for paid hunters at end of hunt for a Minelab XTerra 70 metal detector ($900 value) 
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 Minutes of Yankee Territory Coinshooters meeting, April 14, 2009 
 
 The monthly meeting was called to order at 6:49pm with 56 members and 2 guests present. 
The Secretary’s report for March 2009 was accepted as printed. 
The Treasurer’s report was accepted as read, with a balance of $2,629.46 and a silver inventory of $38.60 face 
value, with a purchase cost of $254.19 including 2 silver dollars. 
Announcements and Correspondence: 
Bob Friese could not make the meeting due to illness, and our Vice President, Ken Gudernatch, ran the meeting.  
Rick Browne reminded everyone who wants to attend his hunt on April 18th, to submit their names for a 
drawing. 
Old Business: 
Richard MacRobbie gave a report on the Polar Bear hunt. He announced that there were 47 entries, with over 
3000 targets buried, both, the most ever. 
Rick Browne spoke a few words on the Puerto Rico hunt, the hunting was not great but they had a great time. A 
picture presentation was set up for all to see. 
Ken Gudernatch reiterated the Executive Board’s decision that ANYONE caught stealing from the FOM table 
would be prosecuted to the fullest extent of the law. 
New Business: 
Roger Moyles has secured a site for a hunt Sunday May 17th, in Durham see page 10.  It is a house that 
was built in 1706 and is located at Arnold’s Corner. A motion was passed to appropriate $75.00 for the owner. 
We will also give the owner a copy of our insurance.  Dave Gregorski will post directions on the club website. 
It was announced that we now have a property owner’s permission slip that is being reviewed by the executive 
board. 
Paul Avery has secured a natural find hunt site in Rocky Hill for Sunday April 26th. The address is 621/625 
Cromwell Ave. 
 It was announced that we have replaced 2 of the 6 missing library books, with a third ‘in the mail’. 
Rich Lipka donated 2 magazines pertaining to watches to the library. 
SPEAKER 
Mike White and Tony Brogna representing Whites Metal Detectors gave a presentation of their newest detector, 
the  “Spectra V3”(breifly known as the ‘Vision’).  This new detector has many new enhancements and is very 
user-friendly. 
Drawings: 
John Hart won the 50/50 raffle. 
John Hardin and Chris Lenox won the silver dollar raffle. 
The attendance drawing (4 Silver Quarters) was won by Jeff Pelletier but he was not present. 
The attendance drawing (Silver Dime) was won by Dave Gregorski. 
Bill Wright held the FOM.     Meeting was adjourned at 9:05pm 
Respectfully submitted, Jim LaChance 

NON 
METAL 

   

  Vince DiBattista Polar Bear 
  Michael Choquette Super Ball 
  Matt Dakin Happy Foot Ring 
  Richard Lipka Pirate Fake Gold Coin 
  Ken Gudernatch Puerto Rico Hat 

{continued from page 7} 
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                            YTC Officers 
 
President,  Bob Friese                      860-830-0541
             {scubaisus@aol.com}            
Vice President,  Ken Gudernatch     860-568-3464 
                                     {KENGTHER@aol.com} 

Recording Secretary - Jim LaChance 

                   860-741-7551    {JLaChance@aol.com} 
                                     
Treasurer, Vince DiBattista              860-666-0270 
          {VDibattist@sbcglobal.net } 
 
Newsletter, Dave Gregorski               860-742-5836 
                                  {DGRookie@sbcglobal.net} 

Yankee Territory Coinshooters 
Code of Ethics 

Respect the rights and property of others. 
Never destroy historical or archeological artifacts. 
Observe all laws, whether national, state, or local. 
Aid law enforcement officials whenever possible. 

Leave the land and vegetation as it was. 
FILL IN ALL HOLES. 

Remove all trash and litter, take it with you when you 
leave. 

Remember that all coinshooters may be judged by the 
example YOU set. Always conduct yourself with 

courtesy and consideration toward others. 

T.C.  Metal Detectors 
Authorized dealer for Fisher, Tesoro, Minelab, 
Garrett, Troy, Bounty Hunter, Detectorpro, 

Whites, Lesche, RTG, and more 

Tony Cwikla, 23 Cornwall Drive,  
Windsor Locks, CT  06096 

860-623-1153 or  860-916-2506 
{29 years experience, oldest, largest dealer in the area} 

Member: Y.T.C., FMDAC 
Special discounts for members! 

FAX: 860-627-0593;  e-mail:  
CAPACTION@aol.com 

 
We also carry a full line of books, digging tools, sand 
scoops, headphones, extra coils, bags, pouches, etc. 

 
- We use what we sell and give expert advice free of charge. - 

Why not come in and see what we’re finding !! 

METAL DETECTORS and ACCESSORIES  

J & E ENTERPRISES of  
S. Yarmouth  

Factory Authorized Dealer for Fisher, Garrett, 
Minelab, Tesoro, & Whites. Coiltek coils, Covers, 
Headphones, Beach & Water Scoops, Books, Etc., 

Eleanor Hube, 54 Old Main St. at Forest Rd. 
South Yarmouth, MA 02664 

1-508-760-2100 
e-mail,  jetrhub2@gmail.com 

(Founding member of Yankee Territory Coinshooters) 

SALES, SERVICE & RENTALS 
Accepts Discover, Mastercard and Visa 

Will ship UPS 

(Special consideration for Y.T.C. members.) 
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April 18th Hunt Recap 

Sixteen detectorists hit the Northwest Hills for a day 
of friendly detecting. The day started at the Log 
House in Barkhamsted, CT for breakfast. All but one 
member met and fortified themselves for the long day 
ahead. In addition one member and daughter joined in 
just for the breakfast. 
 
 We reached the hunt site about 10AM and detected 
until the last detectorist came back at 6:30PM. 
Several took a lunch break and others just a time out 
for a drink. Six partook of a dinner at What’s Cooking 
in Caanan, CT. Dinners were 4 Monster Burgers (2/3 
lb each), one Prime Rib and one Fried Chicken 
platter. The diner is highly recommended by the six 
detectorists who ate there. Of note were the size of 
the Monster Burger, the potato wedges and apple 
fritters with whipped cream. 
 
 A few members had to leave the hunt early for 
family reasons. At 4PM the remaining ten gathered 
around to choose the day’s best finds. They were: first 
an 1864 two-cent piece, second a sterling silver pencil 
and third an 1848 large cent. Other items of interest 
were: a music box mechanism (with gears), lead 
soldiers, many Wheaties, Mercs, silver Rosies, two 
Barber quarters, two English pennies, a Franklin half 
and other coins. Yes there was a small amount of 
trash but it was well worth the effort. Everyone but 
two dug at least one silver coin, and one of those dug 
the two-cent piece and would not trade it for any of 
the silver found [unbelievable shape!]. 
 
 The property owner stopped by twice and his son 
once. They were both pleased with the fact they could 
not see a single dig hole. All detectorists dug and 
filled in their hole in a professional manner. It was 
well appreciated. In addition the owner was 
impressed with the finds we showed him. He was an 
auctioneer and still appreciates antiques such as the 
silver pencil. He also enjoys seeing others enjoy 
themselves. I wish more land owners could 
experience the mutual feelings of Saturday’s fun hunt. 
 
 I personally thank all that aided in making a water-
walker’s day at dirt-digging an enjoyable and 
memorable experience. 
 
 Rick  [Browne] 

DFX for Sale 
Gentleman,  I am looking to sell my White's 
DFX. It has head-phones, pin-pointer, digging 
tool, beach sand sifter with long handle, and 
carry bag.  All excellent shape and only used 
from time to time.  Falling on hard times and any 
reasonable offer is fine.  I am in East Hampton 
and would deliver it to whoever may wish to buy 
it.  Thanks for your time. 
 Don DiStefano,   860-818-0090 
 
[Ed. note - while this man is not  Y.T.C. member, I 
decided to place the ad, as it may benefit a member.] 
 

Below, a TY note to Rick Browne, for returning a wallet. 
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Computer Virus ‘Scam’ 
   You should be aware of a clever ploy that’s 
bound to spread. Phony parking tickets are 
showing up on cars, directing their owners to an 
‘official’ website, that claims to have photos of 
the alleged violation. When the victim installs a 
program to see the photos, a nasty virus transfers 
to the computer. 
   Often the program produces a message selling 
fake antivirus software. Bank accounts can be 
compromised if you do online banking. Or you 
may simply be a disseminator of the virus to 
others. 
   To protect yourself, never download or install 
new programs unless you trust the source. Be 
aware that this particular website ends in ‘.com’, 
when most official agencies’ websites end in 
‘.gov’. There are newer security programs called 
‘security suites’ (McAfee, Norton), that may 
recognize such malicious programs. Report 
suspicious websites or e-mails to www.ic3.gov 
and identify theft attempts to 
www.ftccomplaintassistant.gov. 
 [Thanks to a member who gave me this info. – 
can’t remember who.  Ed.] 

   How NOT to find two IH Pennies in  
One Day 

  By Matt Dakin 
 

One slow Friday at work, I took my lunch break 
over at a park down the road. It dates back to the 
early 1900's and I've heard that some silver has 
come out of it. Most of my forays to it previously 
I've just found clad and junk. I ended up 
detecting an open area going up a hill to one side 
of the park. This is the section where the park 
adjoins with residential housing. There is also a 
long row of fairly old trees following this side. 
 
I was cherry picking a bit, only digging decent 
signals since I didn't have a lot of time.  I was 
finding mostly clad, and I also found 1 Wheat 
penny.  I also found 2 aluminum license 
registration tags, 1954 and 1955. For some 
reason I get a kick out of finding them. I was 
pushing my time limit so I headed back to work. 
 
When I got back, I wanted to show a friend what 
I found, so I ended up going into the bathroom to 
grab the change out of my pocket. I had a bit of 
dirt collected in there as well, so I sort of pulled 
my hand out near the garbage can. Wouldn't you 
know it, I hear kerplunk, kerplunk, and some of 
my finds had fallen into the trash. I took a look at 
what was left in my hand, saw the wheat penny 
was still there and said ahh well, it's just clad I 
lost. 
 
I got back to my desk and noticed one of my 
registration tags wasn't there, as well as 1 of the 2 
quarters I had found. I thought, ok, maybe just 
look at the top of the trash. I headed back in to 
take a look and see a penny and the quarter 
hanging on near the top, but no tag!!!  I sighed a 
little bit and headed back to my office. 
 
I’m back at my desk now working, and about 15 
minutes later it's bugging the heck out of me 
knowing there is something still in there.  So….. 
I head back in one more time, grab the plastic 
liner, hustle back to my desk and dump what's in 
there in the trashcan in my office. (all the while 
trying to be inconspicuous) 
 
                         {see next column} 

After 5 minutes of careful rummaging, I uncover 
another 2 pennies. One is a Memorial, the other 
is fairly green, and at first I thought I saw some 
wheat stalks on the back. I'm thinking sheesh, I 
almost threw out a Wheatie! I squinted a little bit 
more at the back because the wheat stalks were 
looking pretty fat. I then realized that it looked 
more like a wreath, and that in fact I had thrown 
out an Indian Head!!!!! I couldn't make the date 
out so I had to wait until I got home and cleaned 
it. 

It turned out to be a pretty nice 1882 Indian Head 
penny!  I never did find that second registration 
tag, I even went back to the park to check where 
I had been. Overall it was a pretty entertaining 
day!! So ends my story on how NOT to find two 
(of the same) Indian Head pennies in one day! 
 
. [Thanks to Matt for sharing 

this great story! We’d like to 
hear more from our members.] 
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Bold, italics indicates the 
winners - submitted by Bill 

Wright, April., 2009 

COIN    
  Gold/Silver     
Pre 1900   Keith Massimino 1899 Barber Half 
    Carl Muller 1878 Quarter 
    Bob Cwikla 1772 1/2 Reale (Mexico) 
        
Post 1899   Chris Lennox 1926 SL Quarter & 1923 Mercury Dime  
    Everett Berube 1942 English Half Crown 
    Steve Beauregard 1917 Standing Liberty Quarter 
    No Name 1944 Mercury Dime 
        
  Other     
Pre 1900   Bob Ellis 1723 Hibernia Half Penny 
    Paul Fockner 1848 Large Cent 
    Joe Waldron 1803 Large Cent 1/100 over 1/000 
    John Hart 1801 Large Cent 
    Roger Moyles 1820 Large Cent 
    Bill Wright 1819 Large Cent 
    Matt Dakin William III Halfpenny Type III 1699-1701 
    Ken Gudernatch 1803 Large Cent 
        
Post 1899   Dave Gregorski 1904 Indian Cent 
    Phil Skewes Sacagawea Dollar 
    Michael Choquette Wheat Pennies 
    Heather Clad Quarter & Nickel 
        
  Token/medal Vince DiBattista Boy Scout Gettysburg Medal with Ribbon 
    John Hardin School Token 
    Richard Lipka Mystic Aquarium Token 
        
JEWELRY    
  Gold Rick Browne 14K Pink Diamond Friendship Ring 
    Chris Lennox Gold Cat Eye Ring 
    Dave Gregorski 14K Ring with 7 Diamonds  
    Ken Gudernatch 14K White Gold Wedding Band 
        
  Silver Joe Waldron .925 Ring with Stone 
    Keith Massimino Letter H Insignia Ring 
    Vince DiBattista WWII Army/Navy War Effort Pin 
        
  Other Heather Webkinz Charm 
    Everett Berube Hair Clip 
    Matt Dakin Brady Bunch Tiki Doll 
    Bob Cwikla Earring?? 
    Phil Skewes Earring 
    Roger Moyles Hair Clip 



- 7 - 

May 
 

By Bill Wright 

Keith Massimino:  1899 Barber Half – Keith found this in a friend’s backyard. The house was built in 1914. 
Chris Lennox:  1926 SL Quarter & 1923 Mercury Dime – After about a 35 minute walk into the site, Chris 
found this along with a gold ring. 
 Bob Ellis:  1723 Hibernia Halfpenny – Bob was determined to find something good after his grandson found a 
silver 3 cent coin. 
 Dave Gregorski: 1904 Indian Cent – Dave found this at Hammonassett Beach. Not in the sand, but up on 
land. 
 Vince DiBattista:  Boy Scout Gettysburg Medal with Ribbon – Vince took his niece and nephew to the park 
and did some detecting where this medal was found. 
 Rick Browne:  14K Friendship Ring with Pink Diamond – A salt water find for Rick where Platinum has 
been found. 
 Joe Waldron:  .925 Ring with Stone – This is what came out after Joe brought home a chunk of frozen ground 
and thawed it out. 
 Heather:  Webkinz Charm – Heather found this while detecting at her school. 
 John Hart:  Doll House Teapot – John was out detecting with Bob Cwikla and found this in a yard with a lot 
of trash. 
 Matt Dakin:  Mini Ball Spencer Round – Matt found this in a park where he has made some other good finds. 
 Bob Cwikla:  Buckle with Dec. 16, 1879 Patent Date – Bob found this at 6 inches deep in the same yard 
where John found his teapot. 
 Vince DiBattista:  Polar Bear – Vince found this in a area that produced some wheat pennies and a religious 
medal. 
 Heather:  Surveyor Tag – This was another find by Heather at her school. 

RELIC    

 Toy John Hart Doll House Tea Pot 

  Michael Choquette Toy Car 
  Phil Skewes Toy Truck 
  No Name Spanish Pike Man 
  Ginger Toy Gun 
  Richard Lipka WWII P38 Fighter Plane 
  Vince DiBattista P38 Lightning Plane 

    
 Military Matt Dakin Mini Ball Spencer Round 
  Dave Gregorski .303 Caliber British Cartridge Case WWII 
    
 Other Bob Cwikla Buckle Patent Date Dec. 16, 1879 
  Bill Wright Colonial Button 
 Consolation Prize Heather Surveyor Tag? 
  Roger Moyles Ames Sword Co. Padlock Sept. 19, 1882 Patent 
  Keith Massimino Hartford Bridge Dedication Medal 1908 
  Ken Gudernatch Small Colonial Knee Buckle 
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 Three ‘Natural Finds’ Hunts – First-hand Account 

By Dave Gregorski 
 

 I felt especially blessed this past month, as I’ve been getting rather tired going over the same sites for a 
long time, and finding they’ve petered out. Rick Browne’s hunt in Salisbury (April 18) was a special 
day, starting with a good breakfast followed by a ‘convoy’ to the ~1920’s camp. The weather was 
perfect. 

   After a frustrating first hour detecting around the cabins, I got word of Wheaties being found in the 
main field. My adage is, where there’s Wheaties, there must be silver, so I changed to my older 
Sovereign with the 15-inch coil, and scurried down to the area. Sure enough…Wheatie, another 
Wheatie, then a fairly steady high-end signal. The hole became rather large and I had to saw a number 
of roots…but a silver disk (it was ‘on edge’) fell out of a plug. What a beautiful site, and it turned out 
to be a worn (but appreciated) 1908-D Barber quarter. 

   The ‘finding’ was fairly steady the rest of the day. My total included 3 Mercs (two in one hole) 2 
silver Rosies, plus a silver kerchief ring…the ‘best’ silver day I’ve had in a long time. There were 
easily 100 or more Wheaties and some special items found by the group. See Rick’s report for more 
details. Many thanks to him for his efforts and sharing the site. SO much fun, sharing the day with 
members. 

   I went to the BONE natural hunt, on Saturday, April 25. The local detecting on Friday (Keene, NH 
parks, schools) had produced nothing of interest, but I was excited to be detecting 4 farm fields, 2 of 
which had produced good stuff last year. In the heat (it was the first of the high-80’s days) I finally 
found an area with some non-ferrous targets, but ended up with only 4 buttons (one with a floral 
design) and an ornate, old spoon handle. But that’s the nature of farm field detecting. There was a 1772 
2-Reale found, and 3 large coppers…but that was for ~ 40 people. To be fair, the original negotiated 
site proved ‘vacant’ of targets, and the huntmaster had only 2 weeks to find another site! No easy task. 
And much of the $50 entry fee was returned in prizes…I just didn’t get one. (There was a late 
unconfirmed rumor that someone turned up a 1916-D Merc...very valuable.) The best time for me was 
the ‘cookout’ dinner – I had brought some nice displays, and got to chat with some people, and shared 
the meal with a couple of Y.T.C. members.  

   I had originally planned to stay over until Sunday and hunt more locally, but with Paul Lavery’s 
Rocky Hill hunt planned for that day, I came home late Saturday. AND…got up before 6 A.M. for the 
second straight day! (Yeah, it’s tough being retired.) It was well worth it – I got a variety of targets 
befitting an old yard...a few nice coins plus some Challenge items. Everyone, I think, got something 
interesting. (I’ll bet there were at least 20 Indian cents found.) Again, it was much fun sharing the day 
with friends. Thanks to Paul for his efforts and sharing the site. 

   I think these hunts are among the best activities the club can offer. Nothing like sharing an activity 
we all love. And finding some ‘good stuff’ just makes it better! Stay tuned for a May hunt, and then 
there’s the annual Misquamicut hunt in July, which I’m hosting. 
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SCHOOL FRIENDS 
 
One day a teacher asked her students to list the names of the other students in the room on sheets of 
paper, leaving some spaces between each name. Then she told them to think of the nicest thing they 
could say about each of their classmates and write it down in the space after each name. It took the 
remainder of the class period to finish their assignment, and as the students left the room, each one 
handed in the papers.   
That Saturday, the teacher wrote down the name of each student on a separate sheet of paper, and listed 
what everyone else had said about that individual. On Monday she gave each student his or her list. 
Before long, the entire class was smiling. "Really?" she heard whispered. "I never knew that I meant 
anything to anyone!" And, "I didn't know others liked me so much." were most of the comments. No 
one ever mentioned those papers in class again. She never knew if they discussed them after class or 
with their parents, but it didn't matter. The exercise had accomplished its purpose. The students were 
happy with themselves and one another. That group of students moved on.  
Several years later, one of the students was killed in Vietnam and his teacher attended the funeral of 
that special student. She had never seen a serviceman in a military coffin before. He looked so 
handsome, so mature. The church was packed with his friends. One by one those who loved him took a 
last walk by the coffin. The teacher was the last one to bless the coffin. As she stood there, one of the 
soldiers who acted as a pallbearer came up to her. Were you Mark's math teacher?" he asked.  She 
nodded, “yes”. Then he said: "Mark talked about you a lot." 
 
After the funeral, most of Mark's former classmates went together to a luncheon. Mark's mother and 
father were there, obviously waiting to speak with his teacher. "We want to show you something," his 
father said, taking a wallet out of his pocket. "They found this on Mark when he was killed. We 
thought you might recognize it."  Opening the billfold, he carefully removed two worn  pieces of 
notebook paper that had obviously been taped, folded and refolded many times. 
The teacher knew without looking that the papers were the ones on which she had listed all the good 
things each of Mark's classmates had said about him. “Thank you so much for doing that," Mark's 
mother said. "As you can see, Mark treasured it." All of Mark's former classmates started to gather 
around.   Charlie smiled rather sheepishly and said, "I still have my list. It's in the top drawer of my 
desk at home."  Chuck's wife said, "Chuck asked me to put his in our wedding album." "I have mine 
too," Marilyn said. "It's in my diary." 
Then Vicki, another classmate, reached into her pocketbook, took out her wallet and showed her worn 
and frazzled list to the group. "I carry this with me at all times," Vicki said, and without batting an 
eyelash, she continued: "I think we all saved our lists." That's when the teacher finally sat down and 
cried. She cried for Mark and for all his friends who would never see him again. 
 
The density of people in society is so thick that we forget that life will end one day. And we don't know 
when that one day will be. So please, tell the people you love and care for, that they are special and 
important. Tell them, before it is too late. 
 
 Remember, you reap what you sow, what you put into the lives of others comes back into your own. 

MAY YOUR DAY BE BLESSED AND AS SPECIAL AS YOU ARE.  
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UPCOMING EVENTS/HUNTS 

June 28 (Sunday) - Coin Show @ the Polish National Home, 60 Charter Oak Ave., Hartford. Free 
admission and parking - call 203-877-1680 (Ed Doran) for details. Doors open at 9 A.M. 

May 16th—Onset, Massachusetts. 17th Annual Open Treasure Hunt sponsored by the Gateway 
Treasure Hunters Club, rain or shine, at Onset Public Beach. Top prize of a detector in each of the three 
hunts! Cash prizes! Three giant fields seeded with cash and tokens! Silver raffles!  
Registration begins at 9 a.m. Easy access from I-95, I-495 and Mass. Routes 3, 6, 25 and 28. For more info, 
call Roy Gouge at (508) 759-9779, write 3161 Cranberry Hwy. E, Wareham, MA 02538, or e-mail 
phylroy@gis.net or Gordon Pelletier at (508) 273-7103, write P.O. Box 950, Onset, MA 02558, or e-mail 
gthclub22@verizon.net. You can also visit http://mysite.verizon.net/gthclub22 

May 17th, Sunday - Y.T.C. members only natural finds outing!  See below for details.

Y.T.C. ‘Natural Finds’ Outing – Sunday, May 17 
   Roger Moyles has managed to get us access to a very old property in Durham. It is located at 12 
Madison Rd., and consists of ~10 acres of farmland, and 2 yards, the oldest house having been 
built in 1706. It is at the intersection of routes 17 and 79, known as ‘Arnold’s Corner’ – Benedict 
Arnold had a training camp there! 

   By then the grass in the fields may be somewhat high, so be forewarned. The hunt will start at  
9 A.M.  The scuttlebutt is that the property has been detected before, but fields do get plowed, 
and ‘nobody gets it all’. Parking is on Higganum Rd., which parallels the length of the fields. 
Roger’s phone # is 203-634-6668. 

  As always, please do not hunt this property in advance of the official date/time. No alternatives 
have been made to date if it rains. Bring bug repellant! And water/snacks/food.    

More ‘Over the Hill’… 
You can recall when Colgate called its product ‘dental cream’ instead of toothpaste. 
You remember when Michael Douglas played second fiddle to Karl Malden in “Streets of San 
Francisco”. 
You’ve shopped at J.M. Fields department store. 
You can recall when potato chips came in just one flavor. 
And when most of them that we ate were produced by State Line. 
It keeps you up nights wondering if they still make Halo Shampoo. 
You remember that once the wrapper was torn off the Crayola crayon, you couldn’t tell ‘raw umber’ 
from ‘burnt sienna’ if your life depended on it. 
Or when you could buy a pair of Levi’s jeans and an Arrow dress shirt for a total of 10 bucks. 
Or when Santa Claus illustrations commonly depicted an old man smoking a pipe. 
Or when you were a kid, that the transistor radio seemed like some sort of miracle. 

[Again, from a column by Richard Tambling, Journal Inquirer.] 
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 Minutes of Yankee Territory Coinshooters meeting, May 12, 2009 

The monthly meeting was called to order at 6:47pm with 55 members and 4 guests present. 
A warm welcome to our new members Scott O’Bara, Jerry Owen and Bruce Prindle. 
The Secretary’s report for April 2009 was accepted as printed. 
The Treasurer’s report was accepted as read, with a balance of $2,588.20 and a silver inventory of $37.25 face value, with a 
purchase cost of $255.48 including 3 silver dollars. 

Announcements and Correspondence: 
There was a tan jacket and a blue hooded sweatshirt found at the Rocky Hill hunt. They were at the front table of the meeting. 

Old Business: 
There is now a permission slip with the club logo to be given to land owners for club sanctioned hunts. 
Dave Gregorski spoke about the Rocky Hill hunt.  The weather was great..(no bugs)..the hunt was good and everyone involved 
had a great time. 
Rick Browne spoke about his hunt. 15 members went out. They had a great time.  A nice amount of silver was found. 
Dave Gregorski has received a review of the new White’s Spectrum detector and he will publish the report in a future Probe. 
Ken Gudernatch spoke about the “Internet sign up” hunt.  He mentioned that detecting was done by digging and sifting as well 
as metal detectors. You could hunt at all hours of the day, and some people did. 
Flyers and brochures for the hunts in Pennsylvania were available at the front table. 
Bill Wright went over the rules pertaining to the FOM for the new members. 
Roger Moyles said the everything is all set for the May 17th Natural Finds hunt and that 5-gallon pails would be available for 
trash. 

New Business: 

There was a motion passed to pay the post office box bill of $54.00. 
Dave Gregorski announced that he has a new book on Minelab Explorer detectors and that he will put something in the Probe 
later on. 
A motion was passed to renew the web site hosting package and the domain name. 
Matt Dakin mentioned that he has found a great poison ivy cleanser called Technu. He said that he has had great results with 
this product. 
Jeff Pelletier donated two books: (1) The Beach Bank by Kevin V. Reilly, (2) Hurricane Treasure by Kevin V. Reilly, Gary T. 
Rowe and Kevin Maranville. 
Rick Browne donated a DVD on Garrett Metal Detectors. 
We now have the third replacement book in the library. 

SPEAKER: 

Kevin McBride of Mashantucket Pequot Museum and Research Center could not make the meeting, so Dave Naum was the 
featured speaker. He gave an excellent presentation on about the American Battlefield Protection Program. The museum is 
researching the battlefields of the Pequot War. This program is being conducted in conjunction with the National Park Service. 
They have completed the first phases of the program, which consist of: Identification of various sites [within CT], defining the 
boundaries of the sites, identifying the landowners & acquiring permission.  They are now starting the fieldwork phase, which 
will employ an archeological digs and using metal detectors.  He asked for input on how best to search using metal detectors.  
He asked for people to sign up to help. He thought that the searches would probably start in late July or early August. 
DRAWINGS: 

Mike Marvonek won the 50/50 raffle. Bob Ellis and Ron DiMauro won the silver dollar raffle. 
The attendance drawing (Silver Quarters) was won by Ken Gudernatch. Bill Wright held the FOM. 
Bob Friese announced that members need to wear name tags. If a member does not have a permanent name tag, there will be 
paper blank tags available at the front table at each meeting. If they are not wearing a name tag, they will not be allowed to 
participate in the club drawings. Meeting was adjourned at 8:59 pm 
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                            YTC Officers 
 
President,  Bob Friese                      860-830-0541
             {scubaisus@aol.com}            
Vice President,  Ken Gudernatch     860-568-3464 
  
{VicePresident@Yankeeterritorycoinshooters.com} 
Recording Secretary - Jim LaChance 
      860-741-7551    {lachance.jim@gmail.com} 
                                     
Treasurer, Vince DiBattista              860-666-0270 
          {VDibattist@sbcglobal.net } 
 
Newsletter, Dave Gregorski               860-742-5836 
                                  {DGRookie@sbcglobal.net} 

Yankee Territory Coinshooters 
Code of Ethics 

Respect the rights and property of others. 
Never destroy historical or archeological artifacts. 
Observe all laws, whether national, state, or local. 
Aid law enforcement officials whenever possible. 

Leave the land and vegetation as it was. 

FILL IN ALL HOLES. 
Remove all trash and litter, take it with you when you 

leave. 

Remember that all coinshooters may be judged by 
the example YOU set. Always conduct yourself with 

courtesy and consideration toward others. 

T.C.  Metal Detectors 

Authorized dealer for Fisher, Tesoro, Minelab, 
Garrett, Troy, Bounty Hunter, Detectorpro, 

Whites, Lesche, RTG, and more 

Tony Cwikla, 23 Cornwall Drive,  
Windsor Locks, CT  06096 

860-623-1153 or  860-916-2506 

{29 years experience, oldest, largest dealer in the area} 
Member: Y.T.C., FMDAC 

Special discounts for members! 
FAX: 860-627-0593;  e-mail:  

CAPACTION@aol.com 
We also carry a full line of books, digging tools, sand 
scoops, headphones, extra coils, bags, pouches, etc. 

 

- We use what we sell and give expert advice free of charge. -
Why not come in and see what we’re finding !! 

METAL DETECTORS and ACCESSORIES  

J & E ENTERPRISES of  
S. Yarmouth  

Factory Authorized Dealer for Fisher, Garrett, 
Minelab, Tesoro, & Whites. Coiltek coils, Covers, 
Headphones, Beach & Water Scoops, Books, Etc., 

Eleanor Hube, 54 Old Main St. at Forest Rd. 

South Yarmouth, MA 02664 
1-508-760-2100 

e-mail,  jetrhub2@gmail.com 
(Founding member of Yankee Territory Coinshooters) 

SALES, SERVICE & RENTALS 

Accepts Discover, Mastercard and Visa 
Will ship UPS 

(Special consideration for Y.T.C. members.) 
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Durham Hunt Report 
By Dave Gregorski 

   Sunday, May 17 - the threat of light rain probably kept a few members from coming, but as we pulled 
into the side road, there were over around 20 vehicles parked, with members unloading their 
equipment. Roger Moyles, our ‘host’, gave some initial instructions, and we were off! I’ve got to say, 
that I and several other members have driven by these properties, wishing we could detect them...and 
here we were! 
  There were 2 yards, very large – one from the early 1700’s, the other from mid-1800. The farm fields 
were high with grass, but several members did try to swing through it. The power lines bordering the 
main and side roads caused some difficulty with some detectors, as did the trashy targets nearer the 
dilapidated houses. And, both properties had been detected in the past, who knows how much. 
   The rain never did materialize, and the cool temps were comfortable. The finds were slow in coming, 
but those persevering had some luck. No one made an official tally, but here’s what I saw or heard 
about, up until we left ~7 hours later. 
   7-8 large coppers (mostly large cents); 2 ‘modern’ silver coins (dime, quarter); 1 shield nickel; 
several Indian pennies; 2 pieces of silver jewelry; a large token commemorating in 1940 the 100 year 
anniversary of Middletown High School; a plated spoon, commemorating the opening of the Arrigoni 
bridge (then known as the Middletown-Portland Bridge, August 6, 1938). I’m sure I left out some 
interesting stuff – we were quite spread out all day, and stopped only once to share what we’d gotten. 
   The property owner spent some time with us, and appreciated how we covered up our holes, and 
some of the things we retrieved. Many thanks to Roger Moyles and Bill Wright for getting us 
permission to detect these old haunts. Roger said that we may be able to get in here again, possibly 
after the last haying in the Fall. And thanks to Matt Dakin for the picture below, and many other photos 
on our website, plus his version of the hunt. (See ‘YTC News’ in the ‘members only’ section.). 

Find of the Month – Important Rule 
Please look at how the ‘finds’ are divided (see 
page 6) – they are separated into three sections - 
Coin, Jewelry, and Relic.  

For each month, only one find is allowed in 
each of the three sections. You must choose 
what to enter, and where. The FOTM table (at the 
meetings) is divided in the same manner.  

You will notice three columns – only one find 
may be entered in a column, each month. Bill 
Wright has added colors to the columns - only 
one find per person in ‘red’, in ‘yellow’, and in 
‘blue’ (I think these colors are correct!). Please 
adhere to this rule, to be fair to other members.  Happy Father’s Day to all the dads! 
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Book Review 
By Dave Gregorski 

Having owned my Explorer SE for several years, I eagerly purchased a new book by Andy 
Sabisch called The Minelab Explorer & E-Trac Handbook. The author published a couple well-
read ‘extended manuals’ in the past, covering some high-end detectors, sharing field knowledge 
and ‘tricks’ in detail. (Check out:  http://sabischbooks.com/books.htm ).  I’ve been through the 
book twice, and want to share some observations/comments with you. 

Things I ‘heard’/learned or had validated for the first time: 
 
 1. The ‘search signal’ of a double-D coil gets a bit smaller in area, toward its maximum depth. 
Now I understand why I’ve had trouble pin-pointing deeper targets with my 15-inch coil. (I use 
the ‘wiggle method’, locating the target off the toe of the coil.) The deep targets are therefore an 
inch or more closer to me than I think, which validates my experience. (This may cut down on the 
humongous holes I’ve dug for deeper targets!) 
2. The ‘Variability’ function: at a setting of 1, the pitch of all targets will sound about the same; at 
10, the high tone (e.g., large silver coins) will be highest, the low tone (e.g., iron in ‘Ferrous’ 
sounds, foil in ‘Conduct’ sounds), will be lowest. I reset my Explorer to Variability 9 – at 10, the 
high-end targets had been sounding too ‘weak’ with their high pitch – now they are unmistakable. 
3. Manual vs. Semi-auto Sensitivity: I was never comfortable in Semi-auto – though the 
background tone was stable, I was never sure what the actual Sens. setting was. I proved to myself 
that Semi-auto overcompensates on some deeper/‘weaker’ signals. For me, the best way to ‘quiet’ 
the machine is to manually reduce the sensitivity until I’m comfortable with the audio stability. 
4. ‘Fast’ Recovery: I always kept it ON, for separating good targets from trash that are close 
together. Now I keep this function OFF – deep signals are ‘longer’ and less choppy, i.e., more 
solid. In very trashy situations, I will slow down the sweep speed even more, before switching the 
‘Fast’ to ON. 
5. Validating my experience with deep targets, the visual target response varies from its true 
reading more than the audio response. Trust your ears more! 

The book covers all 5 Explorer models, plus the new E-Trac (which he emphasizes is not an 
upgraded Explorer). (Sabisch wrote a similar book covering just the early Explorer models.) A 
number of experts share their knowledge and detector settings - they use different Explorer 
models, though most of the ‘functions’/optional settings are the same throughout the series. For E-
Trac owners, I’d strongly suggest getting this book, as there is a wealth of new information about 
this detector. 

Though I feel more confident with the changes I’ve made with the SE settings, I still have not 
been pulling up coins from 8 or more inches, as all the experts in the book claim they do on a 
regular basis. With my much older Minelab Sovereign plus the 15” WOT coil, I’ve retrieved many 
coins from that depth. (Maybe I simply have not gone over deeper coins yet, with the Explorer?) 
Most important: the audio response from the 2 machines is quite different, and my ear is ‘tuned’ to 
deep signals with the Sovereign. Perhaps with more use of the Explorer (and more practice 
digging the ‘scratchy’ signals), I’ll get the depth I want at my ‘hunted out’ sites. 
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Bold, italics indicates the 
winners - submitted by Bill 

Wright, May., 2009 

COIN

 

 Gold/Silver   

Pre 1900  Joe Waldron 1799 1/2 Reale 
  Jerry Owen 1883 Seated Liberty Dime 
Post 1899  Bill Wright 1906 Barber Quarter 
  Nancy Webb 1945 P Silver War Nickel 
 Other   
Pre 1900  Vince DiBattista 1864 2 Cent Coin 
  Richard Lipka 1840 Nova Scotia Half Penny 
  Richard MacRobbie 1854 British Penny 
  Steve Beauregard 1803 Large Cent 
  Ken Gudernatch 1816 - 1836 Matron Head Large Cent 
Post 1899  Dave Gregorski 1928 British Large Penny 
  Matt Dakin 1907 Indian Head Penny 
  Keith Massimino 1906 V Nickel 
 Token/medal Bob Cwikla 1928 ‘Hoover for President’ Token 
  Roger Moyles Drink Tokens 
  Steve Gudernatch Game Token 

JEWELRY 

 Gold Phil Skewes 14K Gold Ring with 1/2K Diamond 

  Ken Gudernatch 14K Medallion 

 Silver Dave Gregorski Kerchief Ring 

  Chris Lenox Silver Earring 

    

 Other Matt Dakin Victorian Enamel Pin 

  Chris Kutschker Flower Pendant 

  Steve Gudernatch Mini Bell 

  Heather Soccer Pin 

  Joe Waldron Necklace 

  Bob Cwikla Old Broach 
 Consolation Prize Vince DiBattista Early Hand Made Pin 
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By Bill Wright 

Joe Waldron:  1799 ½ Reale – This was a schoolyard find for Joe at the bottom of a hill. It was about 8 
inches down. 
Bill Wright:  1906 Barber Quarter – Bill found this quarter along with some wheat pennies at the club hunt 
in the northwestern corner of the state. 
Vince DiBattista:  1864  2-Cent Coin – Vince found this beautiful coin at the western CT hunt. He found it 
near a tree in the front. Vince at first thought it was a token. 
Dave Gregorski: 1928 British Large Penny – Another find from the hunt in western CT. Dave found this 
toward the end of the day. 
Bob Cwikla:  Hoover for President Token – Bob found this in the flower bed of a private yard. 
Phil Skewes:  14K Ring with 1/2K Diamond – Phil found this in the wet sand of a salt water beach. Thought 
it was a key ring at first. What a pleasant surprise. 
Dave Gregorski:  Silver Kerchief Ring – Another find by Dave at Rick’s hunt. It was 6 inches down. 
Matt Dakin:  Victorian Enamel Pin – Matt found this at the Rocky Hill hunt at a depth of 5 inches in the dirt 
driveway. 
Jeff Pelletier:  1930’s Lead Caveman – Jeff at first found the base of the caveman. A week later he found the 
rest. 
Roger Moyles:  1830’s Uniform Shoulder Scale – This was found in Hope Valley Rhode Island. Wasn’t 
until the club meeting that Roger found out it was a shoulder scale. 
Rick Browne:  Sterling Silver Pencil – This is the 5th item from the western CT club hunt that won ‘find of 
the month’. 
Jeff Pelletier:  Dice – The dice popped out while Jeff was digging up a Memorial cent. 
Vince DiBattista:  Early Handmade Pin – The first signal dug by Vince at the western CT club hunt. 

Continued on page 9 

RELIC Toy Jeff Pelletier 1930's Lead Caveman 

  Michael Choquette Rattle 

  Steve Gudernatch Shoeless Corvette 

  Dave Gregorski Miniature Gun 

  Phil Skewes Model of German War Plane 

  Richard Lipka Remove Horshoe Ring Game 

    

 Military Roger Moyles 1830's Uniform Shoulder Scale 

  Bob Ellis US Cavalry Civil War Button 
  Chris Lenox Connecticut Militia Button 
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CSI?—Move Over for YTC! 
By Robert Dunne 

Wickham Park, Mother’s Day, May 10.  My kids—Charley and Mary, both 6—and I decide to 
treat Mom, my wife Mary, to a picnic at Wickham Park. It’s a beautiful sunny day with a gusty wind. 
We have the picnic on the great, sloping lawn overlooking Hartford, and then make a day of it going on 
hiking trails, playing ball, visiting the birds at the aviary, letting the kids go wild at the playground. 
Then we return to the great lawn for dessert. We’ve been at the park about six hours. My wife takes off 
her wedding band and breaks out the Purell; daughter Mary lunges for the Purell, there’s a disturbance, 
and then we continue with dessert.   

Then my wife realizes her wedding band is missing.   
We look for it for over an hour, but no luck. I mark the spot where we were. Later that night, I 

do a Google search for metal-detecting clubs and come up with one right in East Hartford, Yankee 
Territory Coinshooters. A shot in the dark, I email the executive members with my problem.   

The next day, before taking the kids to school, I check email. Rick Browne sent me an email 
about 7 that morning—it’s as if the SWAT team had been notified: Rick assures me that I would be 
contacted that morning by a veteran detectorist. Literally a minute or two later, a guy named Ken 
Gudernatch calls; we are to meet at Wickham later that morning.   

For three hours, I follow in Ken’s tracks as he’s hot on the trail looking for the ring. During this 
time, I learn about how the detector sounds if it locates nickel or copper or gold; Ken tells me about 
success stories and non-success stories he’s had, from Narragansett to Spain to England; I learn about 
how to detect in seawater; I hear about some fascinating discoveries of oddball objects (like nose-rings 
for cattle) as well as personal treasures like high-school rings. Three hours is a long time when you 
don’t know a thing about detecting. 

But then again, it becomes for me a crash course. While pacing in circular patterns, then criss-
crossing in search of the missing wedding band, Ken’s zeal and enthusiasm and never-say-no attitude 
become infectious: this is more than a hobby for guys like him; it’s a vocation.   

We return to the parking lot, ring still missing. I offer to give Ken some token of my sincere 
appreciation—after all, this guy who never heard of me until that morning has just spent three hours in 
intense searching, all the while ruining his back checking out leads. He says, “Why?  I didn’t find the 
ring.”  He vows to return on his own. I’m struck dumb. You don’t see this kind of selflessness 
anymore. (Reality-Check Flashback: we had a toilet problem some time back: it cost $85 for the 
plumber to cross my threshold and then $25 for each quarter hour. A half hour’s work for a simple 
problem cost $135.)   

Ken wasn’t operating by any contemporary clock, however. His payback would be The 
Discovery, finding that needle in the haystack against all odds: the wedding band. A week later he calls 
me, telling me that he had returned to Wickham that very day a week earlier and spent a few more 
hours searching, and that this day he spent another five hours searching. No luck. I thanked him 
profusely, and then thought that was the end of it. 

Then on May 21, less than two weeks after the ring was lost, Ken calls. He says he went back 
yet again, this time with different sci-fi equipment. Within a half hour he found the ring—within four 
feet from where I marked the field.  Speechless, utterly speechless.  (And I teach English at CCSU.)   
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 My wife and I were like blubbering idiots. Ken was beaming. Another job well done for him. 
For us? A pair of zealous new members of the Yankee Territory Coinshooters. 

You guys are amazing! Thank you! 
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A joyous Mary Dunne after receiving her lost wedding band from the indefatigable 
detectorist Ken Gudernatch. 

 
  

RELIC - Other Rick Browne Sterling Silver Pencil 
 Bob Cwikla Horse Buckle 
 Chris Kutschker Brass Plate 
 Ken Gudernatch Post Civil War Birdcage 
 Matt Dakin Post Office Dept Button Circa 1880 

 Richard MacRobbie Buckle 
 Steve Beauregard Cuff Link 
 Vince DiBattista Early Stein Button 
 Michael Choquette Unknown 

NON-METAL  Jeff Pelletier Dice 
  No Name Cow 
  Roger Moyles Jelly Jar Pat Feb 10, 1903 
  Vince DiBattista Football 
  Ken Gudernatch Rubber Artificial Fishing Bait 
  Dave Gregorski Sword Handle 
  Richard MacRobbie Garrett Pouch 
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UPCOMING EVENTS/HUNTS 

June 28 (Sunday) - Coin Show @ the Polish National Home, 60 Charter Oak Ave., Hartford. Free 
admission and parking - call 203-877-1680 (Ed Doran) for details. Doors open at 9 A.M. 
July 12 (Sunday) - members only hunt, at Misquamicut Beach, RI. Details below.   

July Club ‘Fun Hunt’ 
We will meet at Misquamicut Beach in RI, on Sunday evening, July 12. As 
usual, let’s gather in the parking lot just west of the large pavilion, at 5:30 P.M. 
There should be no admission charge at that time. Contact Dave Gregorski with 
questions. 

Hopefully the crowds will be large, and they will lose a lot for us.  (-:   There is 
ample beach to detect, but waterhunting is usually an ‘iffy’ proposition because of 
large waves. The hunt will begin at 5:45, and end at 8 P.M. This should give us 
some daylight to compare our finds, and award the winners some scratch-off 
tickets. Food is very ‘pricey’ in the area, but there may still be a small, informal 
stand where the seafood is fresh. We hope you’ll join us. 

More of… 
You’re either over the hill or close to it if… 
You know that there really was a shoe polish named Shinola. 
You recall cobbler shops (i.e., ‘shoemakers’) were numerous, as it made good 
economical sense to replace soles and heels when they wore out. 
...when soda came in glass bottles, the bottles came in wooden crates, and the bottle caps 
were lined with cork. 
…people called the device that they used to whip cream, an eggbeater rather than a 
mixer. 
…making a trip to the A&P for your Mom, to pick up Spry shortening, H-O oatmeal, 
Duz detergent, and Bokar coffee. 
You remember that Jerry Lewis movies were guaranteed blockbusters. 
You’re still not sure whether the best TV theme song belonged to “Secret Agent”, 
“Bonanza”, or “Hawaii Five-O”. 
[Some tidbits from Richard Tambling, Journal Inquirer.]  



Volume 34                    Issue 7              July, 2009 

Official Newsletter Of 

YANKEE  TERRITORY 
COINSHOOTERS 

FOUNDED JANUARY 1976 
Articles May Be Copied Provided Credit Is Given The Author and YANKEE TERRITORY COINSHOOTERS 

Yankee Territory Coinshooters 
P.O. Box 1811 
Hartford, CT  06144-1811 

MEETING PLACE:          EAST HARTFORD PUBLIC LIBRARY 840 MAIN ST. TIME 6:30 PM BUSINESS MEETING 7:00PM 

 
NEXT MEETING: 
August 11, 2009 

A send-off for some friends - see pages 4 and 10. 
‘Cape Cod Swing’ - initial notice on page 4. 
Great article by a new member - on page 5! 

Whites Vision detector - review on pages 8-9. 

FIRST CLASS 

MEMBER FEDERATION OF METAL DETECTOR & ARCHEOLOGICAL CLUBS, INC. 



- 2 - 

July 
 Minutes of Yankee Territory Coinshooters meeting, June 9, 2009 
 
 The monthly meeting was called to order at 6:56pm with 64 members and 5 guests present. 
A warm welcome to our new members Anthony Bearse, Robert Friedland, and Marcel Muth 
The Secretary’s report for May 2009 was accepted with one correction. The DVD on Garrett Metal Detectors was donated 
by Rich Janak, not Rick Browne as printed in last month’s minutes. 
The Treasurer’s report was accepted as read, with a balance of $2,545.82 and a silver inventory of $43.45 face value, with a 
purchase cost of $307.08 including 4 silver dollars. 
Our thanks to Rick Browne, who sold the club silver dollars at below market cost. 

Announcements and Correspondence: 
It was announced that pocket calendars were available at the front table for members to pick up. 
Bill Wright announced that a silver war nickel was left behind at last month’s meeting. 

Old Business: 
Vince DiBattista announced that the Mashantucket Pequot Museum battlefield survey is due to start in late July or August 
2009 and that current information is posted to the club website members area. 
Steve Beauregard won a metal detector at the BONE16 hunt. 
The club hunt in Durham was attended by approximately 30 members. Everyone had a great time. The owner has said we 
can go back in the fall. Thanks to Roger Moyles and Bill Wright for arranging this hunt. 
Dave Gregorski gave a report about the Blackthorne hunt. He said about 70 people showed up for the extra day (natural 
finds) hunt. The muster field was right next to a road but that it turned out to be the worst site.  The best site appeared to 
have been in the yard of an old home, the finds were good but deep. 5 members from YTC were that, overall there were too 
many people. 
Joe Waldron gave a report on the Onset Beach hunt.  There were 3 planted sections on the beach.  They were not allowed to 
use scoops, hand digging only.  The hunting was great as everything was so close to the surface. 

New Business: 
Robert Dunne thanked Ken Gudernatch for finding his wife’s wedding ring. Ken then told us the complete story of how he 
found the ring; he then entered the ring in the FOM. Robert and Mary were so impressed with Ken going above and beyond, 
that they joined the club. 
Details pertaining to the July 12th hunt will be in the Probe, bring mosquito repellent. 
There will be no library at the July meeting due to the LaChance’s being away on vacation.  Rick Browne volunteered to 
step in as recording secretary if he is at the meeting. 
Rick Browne announced that he and Jane are moving to the Cape.  They are planning to remain members of YTC. 
Matt Dakin talked about the need to have a club first aid kit at club events.  There was a discussion about the cost of the kit, 
what would be included in the kit, and who would be responsible for bringing the kit to events.  It was agreed that Matt 
would do more research and bring more information to a future meeting. 
Vince DiBattista brought up the idea of having a basic first aid course at one of our future meetings. 

SPEAKER: 
There was no scheduled speaker for this month. The question “What would you dearly love to find?” was asked of all 
members present. Here is a sampling of some of the responses:  US gold coins, gold ring, diamond ring, a 1804 silver 
dollar, draped silver dollar, pine tree schilling, 1950’s football logo Coke cap, Morgan dollar, double eagle. 

DRAWINGS: 
Dennis Thorpe won the 50/50 raffle. Anthony Bearse and Ron DiMauro won the silver dollar raffle. 
The was not an attendance drawing. 
Bill Wright held the FOM.  Eleanor Hube and Richard MacRobbie completed level one of the Challenge. 

Meeting was adjourned at 8:55 pm 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jim LaChance 
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                            YTC Officers 
 
President,  Bob Friese                      860-830-0541
             {scubaisus@aol.com}            
Vice President,  Ken Gudernatch     860-568-3464 
  
{VicePresident@Yankeeterritorycoinshooters.com} 

Recording Secretary - Jim LaChance 

        860-741-7551    {lachance.jim@gmail.com} 
                                     
Treasurer, Vince DiBattista              860-666-0270 
          {VDibattist@sbcglobal.net } 
 
Newsletter, Dave Gregorski               860-742-5836 
                                  {DGRookie@sbcglobal.net} 

Yankee Territory Coinshooters 
Code of Ethics 

Respect the rights and property of others. 
Never destroy historical or archeological artifacts. 
Observe all laws, whether national, state, or local. 
Aid law enforcement officials whenever possible. 

Leave the land and vegetation as it was. 
FILL IN ALL HOLES. 

Remove all trash and litter, take it with you when you 
leave. 

Remember that all coinshooters may be judged by the 
example YOU set. Always conduct yourself with 

courtesy and consideration toward others. 

T.C.  Metal Detectors 
Authorized dealer for Fisher, Tesoro, Minelab, 
Garrett, Troy, Bounty Hunter, Detectorpro, 

Whites, Lesche, RTG, and more 

Tony Cwikla, 23 Cornwall Drive,  
Windsor Locks, CT  06096 

860-623-1153 or  860-916-2506 
{29 years experience, oldest, largest dealer in the area} 

Member: Y.T.C., FMDAC 
Special discounts for members! 

FAX: 860-627-0593;  e-mail:  
CAPACTION@aol.com 

 
We also carry a full line of books, digging tools, sand 
scoops, headphones, extra coils, bags, pouches, etc. 

 
- We use what we sell and give expert advice free of charge. - 

Why not come in and see what we’re finding !! 

METAL DETECTORS and ACCESSORIES  

J & E ENTERPRISES of  
S. Yarmouth  

Factory Authorized Dealer for Fisher, Garrett, 
Minelab, Tesoro, & Whites. Coiltek coils, Covers, 
Headphones, Beach & Water Scoops, Books, Etc., 

Eleanor Hube, 54 Old Main St. at Forest Rd. 
South Yarmouth, MA 02664 

1-508-760-2100 
e-mail,  jetrhub2@gmail.com 

(Founding member of Yankee Territory Coinshooters) 

SALES, SERVICE & RENTALS 
Accepts Discover, Mastercard and Visa 

Will ship UPS 

(Special consideration for Y.T.C. members.) 

Our Condolences… 
...to Ray Dapkus. He recently lost his Mom, 

not long after losing his father. Our 
thoughts and prayers are with you, Ray. 
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 August Meeting Program 

At the August 11 meeting, Mike Russo 
will be talking about diamonds! His focus 
will be on ‘color’ issues. Also, there are 
more and more phony items that purport 
to be genuine gold, silver, and precious 
stones. Mike will give his ‘take’ on this 
unfortunate phenomenon. 

Gold Leafing/Gilding 
Mike Russo wanted to share this as a response to 
past member questions. The gilding process is as 
follows: 24K gold powder is dissolved in 
mercury (Hg, chemical symbol). The solution is 
then painted on an item [or perhaps dipped?]. 
The last step is baking the item, where the 
mercury evaporates, leaving the gold behind in a 
thin film. 
Ed. note: mercury is quite poisonous, so the 
vapors must be controlled in a way that no one 
breathes them. Also, gold is fairly difficult to 
dissolve, but beware of mercury touching your 
gold items! It will ‘soak’ right into the gold, 
making it brittle and discolored. A mixture of 
acids (nitric plus hydrochloric acids, called aqua 
regia,), can also dissolve gold. [Nice to know all 
those chemistry courses weren’t a waste.]   (-: 

Cape Cod Swing 2009  A new beginning!
         September 11-14, 2009 

 
This year’s CCS will run between 

September 11th and 14th. Saturday and Sunday 
will be the two main days as not every one will 
be able to make it for the Friday and / or 
Monday. The tides this year are not very good 
(+.1 to .3) but they are mid-day. We will venture 
into fresh water before an after the salt water 
tides. 

As in previous years, you are free to go, 
detect and do what, where and when you wish. 
You do not have to stay with the entourage or 
follow the agenda, but you are welcome to. The 
ordeal has always been hectic, fun and 
sometimes rewarding! The official end of the 
CCS will be at 2PM (Sunday) on Craigville 
Beach. However, I will be available to guide 
those who come up before Friday or stay beyond 
Monday, just let me know in advance. 

 
 More information and the agenda will be 

published in the August Probe. 
                                  Rick Browne 

Join Us For A 
Farewell Party! 

As many of you know, Rick and 
Jane Browne will be moving to Cape 
Cod at the end of the summer. 
Though they’ll remain in the club, 
the amount and quality of time with 
them will not be the same. Eleanor 
Hube will now have two good 
friends ‘in the neighborhood’!  
Rick (with Jane's support) has meant 
so much to the club, and to me 
personally. He has given a lot of his 
time, effort, and creativity to make 
our Y.T.C. experience a better one. 
I’ve seen this first-hand, and still 
rely on him for his knowledge of 
computers and software, and of 
hobby-related topics. Much of what 
you see in the Probe is a result of his 
past and current efforts.   
Though a connection will surely 
remain, I will miss his unselfish and 
helpful presence, at the meetings and 
other club events. Please consider 
joining us for a send-off party on 
Sunday, August 16. See page 10 for 
details.    Dave Gregorski 
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 Lessons Learned From A Beginner 

         [Ed. note - this was written by a novice detectorist, after experiencing her first planted hunt.]  
 
1.  The only advantage you have on a  hunt if you are a woman, is there is no line to the lady's bathroom!. 
2.  If you are told there is a lighted field during a night hunt, you need a flashlight, headlamp, or some sort 
of light source. 
3.  A lighted key does not qualify as a light source especially if it is green. 
4. Not all Treasure Hunters honor the code of ethics. ( Re-dug holes to find pull tabs and other garbage. 
Some folks don't stop to fill holes so they get more tokens and coins.  
5. Sometimes finding junk is exciting! I found an old rusty lock. 
6. It is hard to fit on a school bus with all your equipment. ( The seats got smaller or we got bigger!) 
7. Getting down to dig is the easy part. Finding something and standing back up to detect is harder. 
8. Its good to carry extra batteries in your pouch instead of leaving them in your car. 
9.Bring cash wherever you go, there isn't always a bank machine or ATM available. Buying raffle tickets 
can pay out! ( I won second prize.)  
10.  Size does matter. You should use a small coil (if you have one) in trashy areas and a bigger coil for 
fields and large areas. 
11. Historical sites that are marked are not always the actual site.  It can be a mile off in either direction.  
12.  Its hard to detect in tall grass. I still hate snakes. 
13.It’s good to detect in moist areas, especially after a storm or good rain. Water conducts signals better. 
14. You should always have a spare clear plastic bag to cover your controls. Its doesn't help to leave it in 
your car.  A shower cap from a motel works pretty good. 
15. You should proceed with caution at old sites in the woods.  Leaves hide holes and rocks and uneven 
ground. 
16. You should be able to identify poison ivy. 
17.  The clip on OFF mosquito fan works pretty good. 
18.  When doing a planted hunt, set your sensitivity for just a few inches. Usually things aren't buried that 
deep. 
19.  Tools are very important.  Look at what the seasoned guys are using.   
20.  Its tough to dig in dry rocky areas.  Its harder to put all the rocks back in and have a nice patched up 
hole. 
21. Look for big trees. They probably have been there awhile and people like to sit in the shade. 
22.  Metal detectorists have an interesting dress code and accessorize well.  
23.  Ask questions and listen to people around you. You get some good tips.  Most people are eager to 
share their knowledge.  Everyone is nice even if you ask simple questions.  Most are very tactful in 
answering you. (Example: instead of saying you are stupid they suggest you practice more!) 
24.  Things can still be found in the ground even when 60 metal detectorists have gone by them. 
25.  Too many people on a hunt can cause lots of buzzes.  
26. Don't stop to look at what you find in a planted hunt or stop to jump up and down.  No one is listening 
to you.  Get going , they are getting all the tokens and coins. 
29.  Even seasoned metal detectorists don't find lots of stuff.  It could be one thing that is worth the whole 
trip. 
30.  Our club is DA BEST!   
   Submitted by: Betty Choquette 
[Betty was one of a few members I hung out with at the Blackthorne Treasure Weekend, in early June. 
She appears to have learned a few things very quickly! Thanks for sharing your experience, Betty.    Ed.] 
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Bold, italics indicates the 
winners - submitted by Bill 

Wright, June., 2009 

COIN    
 Gold/Silver   

Pre 1900  No Entries  
    

Post 1899  Mike Giannetti 2000 Silver Eagle & 1968 Kennedy Half 
  Bob Cwikla 1904 O Barber Quarter & 3 Wheat Cents 
  Carl Muller 1945 Half Dollar 
    
 Other   

Pre 1900  Bruce Prindle 1797 Draped Large Cent 
  Michel 1888 Indian Head Cent 
  Ken Gudernatch 1803 Large Cent Small Date/Large Fraction 
  Scott Obara 1885 Indian Head Cent 
  Dave Gregorski 1884 Indian Head Cent 
    

Post 1899  Matt Dakin 1900 Indian Head Cent 
  Vince DiBattista No Date Buffalo/Panama Coin/Dominican Centavo 
  Dave Mello Mexican 2005 10 Peso Coin 
    
 Token/medal Scott Obara 1854 - 1954 Noah Webster Token 
  Roger Moyles Middletown High School Token 

JEWELRY    

 Gold Ken Gudernatch 14K White Gold Ring with 11 Diamonds 

  Phil Skewes 9K Gold Ring Ring with Diamonds 

  Ray Dapkus 10K Bacon Academy Ring Class of 1976 
    
 Silver Richard Lipka Sterling Judith Ripken Bracelet 44 Stones 
  Jerry Owen Silver Ring - Victorian Period 
  Bob Cwikla Religeous Pendant 
  Michel Silver Ring 
  Joe Waldron  .925 Knot Ring 
    
 Other Vince DiBattista Golden Cross 
 Consolation Prize Matt Dakin Gold Leaf Pearl Earring 
  Dave Gregorski “Real Gold" Brass Ring 
  Dave Mello Possible Necklace Item 
  Rick Browne Watch 
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By Bill Wright 

Mike Giannetti:  2000 Silver Eagle & 1968 Kennedy Half – Mike found this on the beach on Cape Cod during a Cape 
Cod Hunt. 
Bruce Prindle:  1797 Draped Large Cent – Bruce was in the car when he had a hunch about some woods he was driving 
by. Turned out to be a good hunch. 
Matt Dakin:  1900 Indian Head Cent – Matt found this at the Durham hunt. This coin along with another Indian Head 
Cent were found lying on top of a brick about 3 inches down. 
Scott Obara: 1854 – 1954 Noah Webster Token – Scott found this about 3 inches down at the Elementary school he once 
attended. 
Ken Gudernatch:  14K White Gold Ring with 11 Diamonds – It was after a very persistent effort that Ken found this 
ring for the owner in Wickham Park. 
Richard Lipka:  Sterling Judith Ripken Bracelet with 44 Stones – This was found at the beach. Richard at first thought 
it was a soda can. 
Vince DiBattista:  Golden Cross – This was another playscape find for Vince. 
Bruce Prindle:  1890’s Shooter Cap Pistol – Bruce found this at the Durham hunt. A little research revealed that it was 
meant to shoot a cork. 
Dave Gregorski:  Air Force Pin – Dave found this about 10 minutes into detecting at the Blackthorne ‘Lost Treasure 
Weekend’. Because of the high reading he thought it was silver. 
Joe Waldron:  .925 Sterling Small Spoon – This was a woodchip find. It is suspected that it’s purpose is quite dubious. 
Richard Lipka:  Red Fox Ginger Ale Bottle – This was found sticking out of the ground near some apple trees in the back 
of a cellar hole. 
Matt Dakin:  Gold Leaf Pearl Earring – Matt found this at an Elementary school. 

RELIC    
 Toy Bruce Prindle 1890's Shooter Cap Pistol 
  Vince DiBattista Toy Revolver 
  Roger Moyles Lead Horse with Cowboy 
  Dave Gregorski Miniature Gun 
 Military Dave Gregorski U.S. Airforce Pin 
  Matt Dakin Musket Ball 
    
 Other Joe Waldron .925 Small Spoon 
  Bob Cwikla Sterling Fork 
  Scott Obara Child's Plates 
  Betty Lock 
  Michel Button 
  Ken Gudernatch 1913 Dog Tag 
  Jerry Owen Don't Know What It Is 

NON METAL    
  Richard Lipka Red Fox Ginger Ale Bottle 
  Ken Gudernatch Half Pint Cream Glass Bottle 
  Dave Gregorski Cat's Eye Marble 
  Vince DiBattista $10 Bill 
  No Name Porcelain Electrical Terminal 
  Jerry Owen Milk Glass Button 
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Comments on the Whites New Vision Detector 
   While in Florida I decided to stop in Kellyco for a demonstration of their new Whites Vision.  
 I asked to see it but that I wanted to talk to someone most familiar with it. They referred to me a woman that 
had ten years of detecting experience. Within my first three questions, she said that I better speak to another 
sales consultant, Steve Carr, which had more experience with the Vision. He said that they had only had it for a 
couple weeks and he did some testing and fooling around with it.  

   His first claim was that it would detect much deeper. I said, deeper than what? No good answer, just that the 
manufacturer claimed that . He then said that it was much more sensitive. I asked compared to what? No good 
answer again! He showed me all the bells and whistles that it could do. The one very cool thing about it is that 
the head phones are wireless. They run on two AAA batteries. I asked how long they last, no good answer. The 
Vision transmits in three frequencies, 22.5, 7.5, and 2.5 kHz but separate programs can isolate by frequency such 
as prospecting for example works in 22.5 kHz.  

   When you get a signal, it shows you a frequency wave graph of all three frequencies from a straight bar with a 
loop upwards like a wave signal. The width between the rise and fall indicates the size of the target. Kinda neat 
but I’m not sure how useful. Who cares which frequency finds it as long as you find it? It is pretty though. Like 
any detector the accuracy depends on the strength of the target. The screen also shows the VDI an estimated 
depth and target icons. If you hold the trigger in, it shows straight bar graphs for each frequency and signal 
strength. The strongest frequency will show the longest graph.  

   These are just the high lights - there are ten (10) preset programs to choose from and it is unlimited with 
controls, many live and others that can be saved. It has many bells and whistles but now for the test. 

   As you know I have and have had many, many detectors. One of my favorites is the MXT. I use it for 
prospecting and for general detecting because of its very accurate discrimination. So…………….I said to Steve, 
why don’t we take one of your MXT’s and the Vision out side and do some testing? Sure, he said. The Vision 
comes with a 10” DD coil and the MXT had the new 12” mono coil. I know it wasn’t apples to apples but close.  

   First we tested a penny that was already on the ground. The Vision picked it up at approximately 10” to 12”. 
The MXT picked it up at exactly the same height. I didn’t even pick up the penny but I assume it was zinc. I then 
took off my ‘14k gold with nuggets’ pinky ring and threw it down in the sandy soil. The Vision picked it up at 
between 12” to 14”.  We turned it off and tried the MXT and again it was exactly the same. 

   Ok, now at this point I am not very impressed about this NEW detector that is suppose to be more sensitive 
and go deeper. So, as a last resort test, I asked Steve if we could test one of their small nuggets that were on 
display in a case. He said sure! 
  
   So we threw the nugget down (of course it was in a plastic bag), and first tried the MXT. Now, I know that 
with my MXT I need to turn the gain almost all the way up in the Relic mode and push the trigger in the forward 
position to get the most sensitivity for finding GOLD. Now, did I say that this was a pea size nugget? I waved 
the coil over it, nothing? I brought the coil right down on top of it and got just a little blip. It just about picked it 
up. I probably would not have found it in the field. Remember that this is a 12” coil. I usually use the 10x14 DD 
Deep Seeker coil.                                             {Continued on page 9} 
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 Then we tried the Vision in the same, Relic mode and turning up the sensitivity. We waved the coil over the 
nugget and immediately it rang out but not down on it, at 6” to 8”, WOW! We then tried the Prospecting mode. 
It picked it up at 8” to 9” Wow and triple Wow! That most definitely impressed me! Even my Gold Strike 
wouldn’t have picked it up that deep. 
  
Conclusion: 
   I wouldn’t consider my test as conclusive or a true a judgment as to the Vision’s quality or abilities by any 
means. I would be more scientific if I could have tested it for a few hours under different circumstances.  
   I would definitely like to get my hands on a Vision and give it my ultra test out in the field. After seeing and 
testing for my own eyes and hands and how well it reacted to a pea size gold nugget, I would love to try it for 
silver and I would definitely take with me on my next prospecting trip in August, 09.  
    It has good balance and they said that it accepts all the same coils that the other top Whites detectors can. That 
10” DD coil had a nice feel wasn’t very heavy and it was very responsive. Great balance too! 
 So……….. 
   The Vision is a great machine but a bit expensive at $1800. By the way, they said that Whites would not ship 
them directly. This is good because it gives your local Whites dealers the advantage to sell and service you 
direct. While I was there they gave me a copy of the Vision field guide. If you or anyone wishes a copy, let me 
know and when I return home I will scan it. 

 Tom Kunkler, Y.T.C member  

Minelab Explorer - Follow-up 
   For those who read my ‘book review’ in the June Probe, you may remember that I was not very 
happy with or confident in my Explorer SE, complaining of its lack of depth. I finally decided to call 
the Minelab service/repair department in Las Vegas.  

   They shared their initial standard procedure, for checking the machine. This amounts to mounting the 
coil away from any metal or interferences, like fluorescent lights and electrical/electronic equipment. 
Return the detector to its ‘factory presets’, and test the response with a quarter. For the Explorer, they 
expect a solid response at 7-9 inches from the coil.  

I followed this procedure, and found the ‘quarter response’ to begin breaking up at ~ 4 1/2 inches! So it 
was not my imagination that I was losing depth, and maybe it was not my ‘fault’ either. We’ll see, as I 
sent the machine to Vegas awhile ago for repair/refurbishing.     Dave Gregorski 
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UPCOMING EVENTS/HUNTS 

September 27 (Sunday) - Coin Show @ the Polish National Home, 60 Charter Oak Ave., 
Hartford. Free admission and parking - call 203-877-1680 (Ed Doran) for details. Doors 
open at 9 A.M. 

Farewell Dinner for the Brownes 

Date/time:  Sunday, August 16, 5:30 P.M. 

Place: Oasis Restaurant;  782 Pine St., Bristol, CT    860-585-9393 

RSVP: By Tuesday, August 11 (meeting night) - contact Dave   
           Gregorski 

Cost: $16 per person  (includes gift) 

Includes: Pizza buffet (all you can eat), salad, garlic bread, soft 
drinks and coffee 

Pay on your own:  alcoholic drinks, dessert 

Payment: early payment is appreciated, or pay that night;  BUT - we 
need a commitment for the restaurant by August 11!    
              Limit - 40 people. 

   Pay either Dave G. or Vince DiBattista 

 

Directions: 

Take I-84 West from Hartford, take exit 33  

Merge onto rte. 72-west toward Bristol  

Stay right onto rte. 72/Forestville Ave. 

In ~ 1/2 mile, take a left onto Lincoln Ave. 

Take a left onto Pine St. - see the Oasis in ~ 500 feet 
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 Minutes of Yankee Territory Coinshooters meeting, July 14, 2009 
 
 The monthly meeting was called to order at 6:45pm with 46 members and 2 guests present. 
The Secretary’s report for June 2009 was accepted as printed. 
The Treasurer’s report was accepted as read with a balance on hand of $2,377.65. One question was raised as to why we 
read the report each meeting. The report is read each meeting for the good of the order. 

Announcements and Correspondence: 
It was announced that Ray Dapkus’ mother had passed way. A condolence card that may be signed was on the front table. 

Old Business: 
Dave Gregorski gave a brief commentary on the Misquamicut Natural Finds Hunt. 22+ members attended. Several nice 
items were found including a diamond ring, silver rings, a 1909 penny, an IPod, toy cars. Five members found over 60 coins 
in the two hour hunt.  
The Club’s new First Aid Kit was displayed and had been at the Misquamicut Natural Finds Hunt. Thanks to Matt Dakin 
for all the work he put into this, and to Michel Choquette for donating a CPR ‘shield’. 

Rick Browne delivered his  DVD project - see page 4 for details.  
 The Club has patches, hats, T-shirts and engraved name badges for sale, see the Club Quartermaster, Richard MacRobbie 
for more information. 

The wearing of your name badge was urged. You must or have your membership card with you to collect the membership 
drawing, if your name is drawn. 

No new news about the American Battlefield Protection Program has been received. All information will be disseminated 
via E-mail and YTC Website posting as received. E-mail and the Club WebSite are the two main distribution paths for 
information between meeting nights and Probe issues. 

Permission to Detect sheets are being reviewed, one for personal use and one for Club use. Personal use sheets must not 
contain the YTC logo. 

New Business: 
A Natural Find Hunt at Rocky Neck State Park is set August 2 at 6 pm. 

The Silver City Treasure Show that will be held in Tauton, MA was discussed. Free tables are available for displays. This 
should be a good show to attend.  

August 16th is a date set for a Farewell gathering in honor of Rick and Jane Browne for their contributions to the Club as 
they move to Cape Cod. The dinner will be held at the Oasis Restaurant in Bristol, CT at 5:30pm. Contact Dave Gregorski 
for reservations. 

Mike Russo will discuss colored diamonds and imported “fakes” at the August meeting. 

Each articles submitted for the Probe will earn the author one chance for the silver dollar drawing at the monthly meeting 
and one chance for one free entry into the next YTC planted hunt. Final rules are on page 4.  

An auction or drawing for a rock tumbler donated by a Club member is being planned. 

Phil Skewes and Richard MacRobbie were thanked for volunteering to run the silver dollar and 50/50 drawings for July 
meeting. 

The Vice President urged all members to obtain and put into circulation the one dollar coins. The more coins that are in use, 
the better our chances of finding one are. Leave dollar coins as tips. 

Everett Brube showed off his LaCrosse Alpha Light 3” Slip-On “Sand Proof” shoes. Cabela’s sell them for $59. Watch for 
them on sale. 

Rick Browne spoke on the Cape Cod Swing scheduled for September 11-14, 2009. See page 5. 

Drawings: 
Scott O’Bara was the winner of 1 silver quarter for the attendance drawing. Ginger Stewart won the 50/50 drawing. Don 
Bogli and Matt Dakin took home silver dollars from the meeting’s drawing. The FOM was held and silver dimes and a 
silver quarter were handed out by Bill Wright. Dave Gregorski awarded Michel Choquette and Richard Lipka a silver dime 
for completing Level One and a silver quarter to Matt Dakin for completing Level Two of the 2009 Challenge. 
 
 Meeting was adjourned at 8:28pm. Respectfully submitted, Richard Browne, Acting Secretary    [Thanks, Rick!] 
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                            YTC Officers 
 
President,  Bob Friese                      860-830-0541
             {scubaisus@aol.com}            
Vice President,  Ken Gudernatch     860-568-3464 
  
{VicePresident@Yankeeterritorycoinshooters.com} 

Recording Secretary - Jim LaChance 

        860-741-7551    {lachance.jim@gmail.com} 
                                     
Treasurer, Vince DiBattista              860-666-0270 
          {VDibattist@sbcglobal.net } 
 
Newsletter, Dave Gregorski               860-742-5836 
                                  {DGRookie@sbcglobal.net} 

Yankee Territory Coinshooters 
Code of Ethics 

Respect the rights and property of others. 
Never destroy historical or archeological artifacts. 
Observe all laws, whether national, state, or local. 
Aid law enforcement officials whenever possible. 

Leave the land and vegetation as it was. 
FILL IN ALL HOLES. 

Remove all trash and litter, take it with you when you 
leave. 

Remember that all coinshooters may be judged by the 
example YOU set. Always conduct yourself with 

courtesy and consideration toward others. 

T.C.  Metal Detectors 
Authorized dealer for Fisher, Tesoro, Minelab, 
Garrett, Troy, Bounty Hunter, Detectorpro, 

Whites, Lesche, RTG, and more 

Tony Cwikla, 23 Cornwall Drive,  
Windsor Locks, CT  06096 

860-623-1153 or  860-916-2506 
{29 years experience, oldest, largest dealer in the area} 

Member: Y.T.C., FMDAC 
Special discounts for members! 

FAX: 860-627-0593;  e-mail:  
CAPACTION@aol.com 

 
We also carry a full line of books, digging tools, sand 
scoops, headphones, extra coils, bags, pouches, etc. 

 
- We use what we sell and give expert advice free of charge. - 

Why not come in and see what we’re finding !! 

METAL DETECTORS and ACCESSORIES  

J & E ENTERPRISES of  
S. Yarmouth  

Factory Authorized Dealer for Fisher, Garrett, 
Minelab, Tesoro, & Whites. Coiltek coils, Covers, 
Headphones, Beach & Water Scoops, Books, Etc., 

Eleanor Hube, 54 Old Main St. at Forest Rd. 
South Yarmouth, MA 02664 

1-508-760-2100 
e-mail,  jetrhub2@gmail.com 

(Founding member of Yankee Territory Coinshooters) 

SALES, SERVICE & RENTALS 
Accepts Discover, Mastercard and Visa 

Will ship UPS 

(Special consideration for Y.T.C. members.) 
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 An Incentive for Contributing Articles 

for Your Newsletter 
I’m always so pleased when a Y.T.C. member 
shares his/her experiences in writing, from 
detecting-related events. Such articles offer a 
fresh perspective and style that enhance the 
Probe’s quality and interest. 
In an attempt to increase the supply of such 
articles, your Board of Directors has come up 
with an interesting idea. Over each 4-month span, 
retroactively beginning in May 2009 (i.e., May-
August, September-December, etc.), anyone 
contributing an acceptable article to your editor 
(Dave Gregorski) will be eligible for a drawing. 
(See below for more details.) If you think you 
‘can’t write’, not to worry. Content is at least as 
important as style, and your editor will help, if 
needed, in getting a finished product. 
  Guidelines:  
1. Article must be at least 125 words in length. A 
transferable picture will be ‘worth’ 50 words. 
2. Article must be connected in some way, to our 
wonderful hobby. 
3. Article must be an original for the Probe/YTC 
Website. 

   Awards: 
At the conclusion of each 4-month period, the 
author’s name (for each article) will be placed ‘in 
a hat’. The first name drawn will be given a free 
entry into a Y.T.C. planted hunt (like the Polar 
Bear hunt). 3 subsequent names drawn will be 
given a free raffle ticket, for a ‘silver dollar’ 
raffle at a monthly meeting. 
1. An author may win more than once during 
each time period, so the more articles you 
submit, the better your chances! 
2. The free hunt is transferable, but only to a 
family member who is a club member. 
3. Winners of raffle tickets do not need to attend 
the meeting (but it would be nice to have you 
there!). 
 We hope this may spur interest in ‘sharpening 
your pencils’. (Do people use pencils any more?) 
Members are waiting to hear your stories!    Ed. 

2008 Y.T.C. Challenge Results 
I’ve been lax in compiling this…sorry. 
Once again it was fun seeing all the items 
you’ve uncovered, and doling out the silver 
coins. My records show that 14 members 
attempted last year’s Challenge. 
Congratulations for your efforts, and 
success. Good luck in 2009. 
 
 Level 1 (silver dime):  Chuck Anderson, 
Rick Browne, Bob Cwikla, Matt Dakin, 
Vince DiBattista, Dave Gregorski, Elaine 
Leonard, Richard Lipka, Roger Moyles, 
Jeff Pelletier, Phil Skewes, Rich Walauski, 
Joe Waldron. 
 
 Level 2 (silver quarter):  Rick Browne, Bob 
Cwikla, Matt Dakin, Dave Gregorski, 
Richard Lipka, Roger Moyles, Jeff 
Pelletier, Rich Walauski, Joe Waldron. 
 
 Level 3 (2 silver quarters): Rick Browne, 
Jeff Pelletier, Joe Waldron. 
 
 Once again, Level 4 eluded us. Maybe over 
the years, we’ve simply removed so much 
of the older stuff, that it’s getting much 
harder to find!            Dave G. 

Special DVD Available! 
For months, Rick Browne has been working 
on a ‘special project’, which is now 
complete. He is offering a DVD containing 
all issues of the Probe from January, 1976 
through July, 2009, plus many club photos, 
news items, FMDAC Quest issues, 
Nor’easter newsletters, clip art, Information 
Package, Research tips, a tide chart program, 
Radio and TV coverage and metal detecting 
songs. These DVDs are available from Rick 
for $10 - a bargain! Thanks to Rick for all 
the work he put into this.  
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Cape Cod Swing 2009 A new beginning!      September 11-14, 2009   Rick Browne 
 
   I should be living on the Cape by the time September’s Cape Cod Swing occurs. I will once 
again set up a few days of high-paced detecting, both for the sand-sifters and the water-walkers of 
Y.T.C. Not much will be different from the past years except I will have a better knowledge of 
what areas might be better to be detected during this short period. I promise I will not clean out all 
the beaches before the CCS. As in the past I can not predict the wave action [or seaweed!] that 
controls our access to salt water. Fresh water is as it is, hit rather heavily these days, but no one 
gets it all. 
   This year’s CCS will run between September 11th and 14th. Saturday and Sunday will be the 
two main days as not every one will be able to make it for the Friday and/or Monday. The tides 
this year are not very good (+.1 to .3) but they are mid-day. 
   Before and after each tide we will venture to fresh water beaches, some may take only a few 
minutes, others a couple of hours to cover well. Only I know where we will be going and I have 
been known to change my mind. 
   If you do not meet up with the group at the 6AM morning meeting place (see below), call (860) 
309-3307, my cell, and leave a message if I do not answer. I will call you back the first chance I 
get and let you know were we can meet up. 
   Be at Craigville Beach on Sunday at 2PM sharp for “prizes”. Items detected anytime Friday 
AM thru Sunday 2PM are eligible for a prize. Then it’s off to a late lunch and a freshwater rinse-
off if you are up to it before leaving the Cape. For those of you that can stay for Monday (or 
longer) I will be your guide until you leave or give up on my pace. 
   As in previous years, you are free to go, detect and do what, where and when you wish. You do 
not have to stay with the entourage or follow the agenda, but you are welcome to. It has always 
been hectic, fun and sometimes a rewarding ordeal! The official end of the CCS will be at 2PM, 
Sunday on Craigville Beach. However, I will be available to guide those who come up before 
Friday or stay beyond Monday, just let me know in advance. See you at 6AM SHARP! Don’t be 
late. 

     Agenda for AM meetings and Dinners 
Friday  6:00AM Meeting Shell gas station Exit 9 off RT6 on RT 134 
  8:00PM Dinner  Marathon Seafood 231 Main St. (RT28) Dennis 
       ¼ mile east of the Bass River – south side of the road 
Saturday 6:00AM Meeting McDonalds 1060 Rt28 Yarmouth at Forest Road 
       north side of the road – near Eleanor’s, J&E Enterprise 
  8:00PM Dinner  Hearth & Kettle 1196 RT28 Yarmouth ¾ mile 
       east of Forest Road – north side of the road 
Sunday 6:00AM Meeting McDonalds 1060 Rt28 Yarmouth at Forest Road 
       north side of the road – near Eleanor’s, J&E Enterprise 
  2:00PM Prizes  Craigville Beach 
Monday 6:00AM Meeting McDonalds 1060 Rt28 Yarmouth at Forest Road 
       north side of the road – near Eleanor’s, J&E Enterprise 
 
Lodging possibilities:  Pine Knot Motel (508) 398-3315; Bass River Motel (508) 
398-2488;  Cape Cod Irish Village (508) 771-0100;  all are in So. Yarmouth 
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Bold, italics indicates the 
winners - submitted by Bill 

Wright, July., 2009 

 COIN Gold/Silver   

Pre 1900  Ken Gudernatch 1782 Spanish 1 Reale 

Post 1899  Bill Wright 1900 O Barber Dime 

 Other   

Pre 1900  Bob Ellis 1852 Large Cent 

  Vince DiBattista 1883 Indian Head Cent 

  Matt Dakin 1864 2 Cent Coin 

Post 1899  Everett Berube V Nickel 

  Michel Choquette 1926 Wheat Penny 

  Dave Gregorski 1909 VDB Wheat Penny 

 Token/medal Bob Cwikla 1938 American Legion Token 

 JEWELRY    

 Gold Ken Gudernatch 18K Necklace & 18K Medal 

  Everett Berube Gold Chain 

  Phil Skewes 14K White Gold Ring 

 Silver Vince DiBattista Sterling Necklace with Opal 

  Greg Beam Silver Ring 

  Joe Waldron Sterling Silver Ring with Black Onyx 

  Mike Giannetti Silver Ring 

 Other Michel Choquette Lizard 

  Richard Lipka Cross with Christ Story on Back 

  Dave Gregorski Hoop Earring 

  Matt Dakin Cuff Link 

  Bob Cwikla Ring 

  Scott Obara Old Cross 

 NON METAL  Vince DiBattista $100 Confederate Bill 

  Ken Gudernatch Sweatshirt Size XL 

  Dave Gregorski Cat's Eye Marble 

  Joe Waldron Ring 
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By Bill Wright 

Ken Gudernatch:  1782 Spanish 1 Reale – Ken found this along with a King George Penny, King George 
Halfpenny, and a 1906 Indian Head. The area was no larger than a table. 
Bill Wright:  1900-O Barber Dime – Bill found this dime detecting the side of a steep bank below an old 
railroad bed. 
Bob Ellis:  1852 Large Cent – It took a long time, but Bob tracked down the prospective owner of a farm field 
for permission. His first time detecting this field was the day of the meeting. Based on this coin, Bob should 
have some good finds for the August meeting. 
Everett Berube: 1908 V Nickel – This was a New London beach find for Everett. 
Bob Cwikla:  1938 American Legion Token – In a yard that is not very big, Bob found this, 3 Mercury 
Dimes, a Standing Liberty Quarter and an Indian Head Penny. 
Ken Gudernatch:  18K Necklace with 18K Medal – This was a fresh water find for Ken at a place that is 
frequently detected. 
Vince DiBattista:  Sterling Necklace with Opal – A woodchip, playscape find for Vince. 
Michel Choquette:  Lizard – It took 7 months but Mike finally got a Find of the Month winner! 
Michel Choquette:  Toy Truck – This was found in East Hartford near an old barn. 
Bill Wright:  1820 – 1850 Horstmann Military Button – Bill found this within a few feet of the Barber dime. 
Carl Muller:  Old Safety Razor – Carl found the handle and the razor part separate near a stream and swamp. 
Wasn’t until he got home that Carl realized what he had. 
Vince DiBattista:  $100 Confederate Bill – Vince spotted this bill following a fence line at a school where he 
had found a silver dime. 
Richard Lipka:  U.S. Army Dog Tag – This was found detecting at a beach. The chain was found with the 
dog tag attached. 

RELIC  Toy Michel Choquette Toy Truck 

  Phil Skewes 1959 Chevy Impala 

  Betty Choquette Skull Cap 

  Vince DiBattista Twin Turret Tank 

 Military Bill Wright 1820 - 1850 Horstmann Military Button 

 Consolation Prize Richard Lipka U.S. Army Dog Tag 

 Other Carl Muller Old Safety Razor 

  Ken Gudernatch Iron Horse Bit 

  Bob Cwikla Late 1800's Button 

  Don Bogli Loop Back Button with Gold Gilt 

  Matt Dakin The Beatles 

  Greg Beam Golf Club Plate 
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Preserving Freshly Dug Coins 
By Dave Gregorski 

Some who have a different sense of ‘history’ than I, prefer to keep their coins ‘as dug’, at most rinsing 
them in water when they get home. As a long-time coin collector, I’m still stuck in having my detected 
coins ‘looking good’. There area variety of ways to attempt coin cleaning, and there are caveats for 
most of them. But this article is mostly about preserving dug coins, whether or not one has attempted to 
clean them. I will also limit the scope of this article to copper/bronze coins dug out of dirt, as silver 
(with exceptions) and gold items do not appreciably deteriorate, even after being buried for 100 or 
more years. 
Think about this – an almost brand new large cent somehow slips out of someone’s pocket, perhaps 
through a hole. (Could that be a day’s wages?) Natural (and sometimes human) forces relegate the coin 
to various depths, in the dirt, away from the air. Over decades and maybe centuries, water does 
permeate, contacting the coin. The water would likely contain various dissolved minerals and 
compounds, some harmless to the metal. But other minerals (along with the oftentimes acidic nature of 
rain itself) can create a slightly corrosive environment. (And if the soil contained sulfur compounds or 
oxides of nitrogen, like in fertilizers, the ‘corrosivity’ could be more severe.) But basically the coins 
have some level of protection in their ‘womb’ of dirt, so the decay may be slow, and at first not very 
visible. 
But after 200 years along comes ‘one of us’, delighting in pulling up a large copper! Remember, this 
coin has not experienced much, if any, oxygen for a very long time. But there has still been a slowed 
decomposition process (varies with soils). Oxygen itself is ‘corrosive’ – leave an iron nail outside for 
awhile. Copper/ bronze, though, are not nearly as reactive as iron. But various oxides will form over 
time – that’s the greenish patina you often see on old coppers (likely copper oxide or another copper 
salt). The minerals in the soil and water (plus maybe a smidge of oxygen leaching down) caused this 
discoloration. But more important than a color change– the surface of the coin has been compromised 
through chemical reactions. The once smooth surface can become porous …and even if the features are 
still nice, they can sometimes be easily removed (‘pitting’), like they were not well ‘attached’ to the 
subsurface of the coin. 
Years ago I dug a few old coppers that deteriorated, literally, before my eyes. A decent-looking George 
III bust would become almost featureless, within minutes. That’s what oxygen does, to a vulnerable, 
already compromised coin that experiences the ‘ravages’ of oxygen for the first time in maybe 
centuries. (Again, the decomposition may be less dramatic, depending on the quality of soil). 
So what’s to be done? Many of us have a collection of old copper coins, which once looked decent but 
are now barely recognizable. Notice even a ‘preserved’ specimen in a 2X2 holder – where do you think 
that ‘dark powder’ came from? 
Here’s what I do. As soon as I dig an older copper coin, I place it in my ‘water jar’, trying to keep my 
‘automatic’ thumb from brushing off the abrasive dirt! (The ‘jar’ can be a plastic vitamin container 
filled with tap water.) Surrounded by water, the ‘enemy air’ can’t get at it. (This buys me time in the 
field – when I get home I can figure the next step.) I think the water also serves as a ‘lubricant’, 
minimizing the scratching from other items in contact with the coin, unlike when they’re together in a 
pouch. In fact, I put all my ‘special’ finds, even jewelry, in the water jar – be sure the mouth is large 
enough to accommodate a silver dollar.   (Hah!) 
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Then what? You have a choice re. cleaning the coin. At a minimum, I’ll rinse it under running water, 
brushing lightly with a soft (used) tooth brush. After this, I’ll often use a hydrogen peroxide bath – 
most times this does no harm to the coin, but does get rid of compacted dirt, with several tries. Then I 
dry the coin, and quickly cover it with petroleum jelly (Vaseline). This again keeps air away from the 
surface, and the coin will absorb some of the jelly. (Watch the coin – it may still ‘dry out’, often 
quickly, and you must continue adding the covering.) In time, the coin will ‘stabilize’, though every 6 
months or so, it‘s a good idea to re-examine such finds. This peroxide/Vaseline method has had an 
~75% success rate, in improving the appearance...less for older copper coins. 
What others are doing to preserve/protect coins: some use silicon grease instead – I like the petroleum-
based product, as it ‘comes from the earth’ like the coin, and I think it ‘soaks into’ the coin better. 
Some keep each ‘goodie’ in a separate, sealed container (damp pad inside) until they get home. No 
scratching possible. I’ve also heard of a protective wax that can be applied to coins. Any other ideas? 
What inspired this article? Recently I dug a George III halfpenny out of a town green. I immediately 
placed it ‘under water’, before identifying it. Removing it from the container at home, I noted the 
wonderful, complete details of the obverse (though details always look better when the coin is wet). 
Before examining it more closely, I gently scrubbed the remaining dirt off with a soft tooth brush, 
under running water. Then - I was shocked to see nearly ALL the detail, gone! That’s how fragile the 
surface of the coin was. In hindsight, I should have gently patted the coin dry, and quickly covered it in 
Vaseline. Perhaps it would have preserved it somewhat, though I doubt for long. 
Shortly after, I dug my first Nova Constellatio copper from the same park. I could barely ID it - it was 
covered with a sandy material, hardened onto the coin. But after at least 10 peroxide baths, the 
appearance improved, to the point where I could get a date (1793).  
Anyway, I hope I’ve given you something to think about. You ‘makes your choices and takes your 
chances’! As comedian Billy Crystal said in an old skit – “it’s not ‘how you are’, but ‘how you look’!” 

Report on Misquamicut Outing 
The July 12 hunt came at the end of a sunny 
(surprise!) weekend, so the beach had seen a lot of 
activity. Around 24 members tried their skill/luck. 
Surprisingly, many sunbathers had left by the 5:45 
start time, leaving plenty of space for our ‘weaving’. 
Four members got over 60 coins, and there was some 
nice jewelry found. Best was a 14K gold ring, with 
real diamonds. A number of silver items came up, 
plus an interesting Masonic pendant that we were sure 
was gold, but wasn’t. Oldest coin was a 1909-VDB 
Lincoln cent. A valuable IPod also ‘showed up’.  
A few of us went to the ‘snack shack’ at the end of 
the road, afterward. Still ‘pricey’ for what you get, 
but probably the best buy in the immediate area. 
(They were out of ~2/3 of the menu items, that late in 
the day.) 
There were some scratch ticket winners, in total, close 
to the $20 spent. Everyone got his/her share of good 
targets. Thanks to all who came. 

Rocky Neck Outing Report, By Vince DiBattista                          
It was an overcast day for the Aug. 2nd Rocky Neck 
hunt. As huntmaster, I was worried that the hunt might 
have to be called off due to very heavy rains just hours 
earlier. However,after talking to a few members, we 
decided to take a chance and proceed with the hunt.    
There were fifteen brave members who showed up. 
We started the hunt at 6:00PM sharp with overcast 
skies. Lots of humidity,but,no rain. We had the beach 
virtually to ourselves with just a handful of beachgoers 
besides ourselves. Both coins and jewelry were in 
short supply. No gold jewelry was found, but two 
sterling rings, a nice copper bracelet, along with a 
very nice (running) watch with elephants were among 
the items found. When it came to coins, the low count 
was 3 and the high count was 28. So nobody was 
skunked. At this point.I don't know if any of the 
scratch off tickets were winners. After the hunt over 
half the members met up at Dad’s Restaurant, where 
along with the good food, a good time was had by all.     
[Thanks, Vince!] 
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UPCOMING EVENTS/HUNTS 

Sept. 27 (Sunday) - Coin Show @ the Polish National Home, 60 Charter Oak Ave., Hartford. Free 
admission and parking - call 203-877-1680 (Ed Doran) for details. Doors open at 9 A.M. 

Sept. 11-14 - 2009 Cape Cod Swing (members only) - see page 5 for details. 
August 16 - a reminder, re. Rick and Jane Browne’s ‘sendoff’ dinner; see July Probe.  

Most days, in weather good and bad, you could find Dave Cooke outside. 
Sometimes he was hunting — his preferences were deer, partridge and 
wood duck. But most of the time he was walking through newly plowed 
fields, head down, eyes focused on the ground, looking for treasure. Cooke 
was a self-taught archaeologist who became an expert on Connecticut's 
early residents and their artifacts. "He transcended the amateur ranks," said 
Nicholas Bellantoni, the state archaeologist, who appointed Cooke as an 
assistant.  
Cooke grew up in Rocky Hill, where his father, Dudley S. Cooke, worked in 
insurance, and his mother, Ethel Miner Cooke, raised their three sons. After 
graduating from high school as a top basketball and baseball player, he 
attended college briefly, then joined the Army, where he served in the 
artillery as an intelligence specialist. 

As a child, Cooke used to go out hunting and fishing with his father and uncle and was introduced to the thrill of 
finding traces of the past, such as arrowheads. After his military service, Cooke went to work with Pratt & Whitney 
and ran a grinding machine for most of his career. He continued to hunt and fish but developed a passion for 
searching for buried treasure. He moved eventually next door to his childhood home in Rocky Hill and was able to 
find arrowheads, stone tools and a soapstone bowl on "Quarry Hill" in back of his house.  
About 12 years ago, Cooke's wife, June, a fellow archaeology buff, proposed forming a group that would help 
Bellantoni, who had no salaried staff. The result was the Friends of the Office of State Archaeology, or FOSA, made 
up of professional and amateur archaeologists. A call to Cooke would bring out a host of lookers and seekers who 
would travel around the state, eager to uncover history through found objects. 
 
When a developer called asking for a speedy inspection of property before a shopping mall was built, Bellantoni sent 
out an appeal to FOSA members for help with a salvage excavation. A delay would mean the irremediable loss of a 
snapshot into the past, if the site was destroyed by bulldozers, then paved over. "Dave was the crew chief," 
Bellantoni said. "He was very dedicated, always curious. He helped in so many ways. He was my right hand man."  

[The above is an excerpt from the Hartford Courant. Dave Cooke passed away this past spring. He was a Y.T.C. 
member for several years, and gave a presentation or two about his passion - archeology. I met him at several hunts 
where Y.T.C. assisted the State Archeologist, in attempting to locate historical sites. I remember him as a good, 
simple man, which is meant as a high compliment. Thanks to Bob Ellis for forwarding this to me.     Dave G.] 

September Meeting Program: 
Y.T.C. ‘Knowledge Exchange’ About Your Detecting Accessories 

We all have experience with various items, like digging tools, electronic pinpointers, specialty coils, 
etc. Please bring one item on Sept. 8 that has impressed you, that you can’t do without! Share a bit 
about what you find special - club members are always looking for ways to improve their detecting 
experience. No formal presentation needed...just be yourself, with as many words as you’d like! 
Consider this a ’show and tell’ event - let’s help each other out.    



Volume 34                    Issue 9            September, 2009 

Official Newsletter Of 

YANKEE  TERRITORY 
COINSHOOTERS 

Website: www.YankeeTerritoryCoinshooters.com 

FOUNDED JANUARY 1976 
Articles May Be Copied Provided Credit Is Given The Author and YANKEE TERRITORY COINSHOOTERS 

Yankee Territory Coinshooters 
P.O. Box 1811 
Hartford, CT  06144-1811 

MEETING PLACE:          EAST HARTFORD PUBLIC LIBRARY 840 MAIN ST. TIME 6:30 PM BUSINESS MEETING 7:00PM 

 

NEXT MEETING: 
October 13, 2009 

Members helping others - see pages 4,5. 
More Minelab Explorer experience...page 8. 

Page 9 info. could save your life! 
Gold coins from the Iron Age! See p. 10. 

FIRST CLASS 

MEMBER FEDERATION OF METAL DETECTOR & ARCHEOLOGICAL CLUBS, INC. 



- 2 - 

September 
 Minutes of Yankee Territory Coinshooters meeting, August 11, 2009 

The monthly meeting was called to order at 6:51pm with 33 members and 1 guest present. 
A warm welcome to our new member Bill Miller. 
The Secretary’s report for July 2009 was accepted as printed in the August 2009 Probe. 
The Treasurer’s report was accepted as read, with a balance of $2,366.78 and a silver inventory of $38.67 face value, with a 
purchase cost of $267.59 including 3 silver dollars. 

Announcements and Correspondence: 
Dave Gregorski passed around a card and a sign up sheet for the farewell dinner for Rick & Jane Browne.  Members were 
also welcome to contribute towards a gift. 
Dave Gregorski announced that a person in Branford has requested help in locating a lost item. Please contact if you are 
interested. 
It was announced that Auralie LaChance had 3 of Rick Browne’s History of the Club DVD’s available for any member who 
wished to purchase one. The cost is $10.00. 

Old Business: 
Vince DiBattista announced that the Mashantucket Pequot Museum has not responded to any emails concerning the survey. 
 
 Vince DiBattista talked about the Rocky Neck hunt.  It was rainy and overcast; everyone had to still pay the $5.00 
admission fee [except for those with the Charter Oak Pass].  15 members participated, there were only a few items found. 
Dave Gregorski gave a brief summary on the Misquamicut hunt. Please see the August 2009 Probe. It was added that they 
stopped charging admission fee at 4:30 PM. 

Members should look in their local papers for real estate transfers for possible future hunts. 
It was announced that Permission to Detect sheets will be available at the next general meeting. 
Everett Berube has donated a rock tumbler to the club.  The executive board will decide what to do with it. Some of the 
possibilities to choose from were to raffle it off, or to loan it out to members with the member paying a deposit until it was 
returned. 
White’s Metal Detector location in Virginia has moved.  Please call them for the most current location information. 

New Business: 
Dave Gregorski discussed the needs or wants for a fall planted hunt for club members. The general consensus was that 
members want a fall hunt. The hunt will be around the end of October on a Saturday with Sunday being the rain date.  This 
hunt will be a tokens only hunt and that we would like to have food and drinks available.  The hunt will be held at 
Hammonassett Beach.  Steve Gudernatch volunteered to bring the grinders. Soda will be provided by Jay Daly. 
Dave Gregorski volunteered to be the hunt marshal. 

It was announced that the club needs volunteers to handle the 50/50 and silver dollar raffles at the meetings. We’ll show 
you what to do. 

SPEAKER: 
Mike Russo gave a brief and very interesting talk about diamonds. [We were forced to leave early at the request of the 
library.] 
Diamonds are rated by “The Gemological Institute of America, GIA”. When you purchase a diamond, always look at the 
four C’s: Color, Cut, Carat Weight and Clarity. White is the best color.  Mike specified that you should always stay above 
the GIA rating of level H. 

DRAWINGS: 
Deb Stelik won the 50/50 raffle.  Ron DiMauro and Everett Berube won the silver dollar raffle. 
Mike Marvonek won the attendance (silver dime) drawing. 
Bill Wright held the FOM. 

Bob Cwikla and Greg Beam completed level one of the Challenge.  Rich Lipka completed level two of the Challenge. 
Ken Gudernatch completed levels one and two of the Challenge. 
Meeting was adjourned at 8:26 pm. 
Respectfully submitted, Jim LaChance 
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                            YTC Officers 
 
President,  Bob Friese                      860-830-0541
             {scubaisus@aol.com}            
Vice President,  Ken Gudernatch     860-568-3464 
  
{VicePresident@Yankeeterritorycoinshooters.com} 

Recording Secretary - Jim LaChance 

        860-741-7551    {lachance.jim@gmail.com} 
                                     
Treasurer, Vince DiBattista              860-666-0270 
          {VDibattist@sbcglobal.net } 
 
Newsletter, Dave Gregorski               860-742-5836 
                                  {DGRookie@sbcglobal.net} 

Yankee Territory Coinshooters 
Code of Ethics 

Respect the rights and property of others. 
Never destroy historical or archeological artifacts. 
Observe all laws, whether national, state, or local. 
Aid law enforcement officials whenever possible. 

Leave the land and vegetation as it was. 
FILL IN ALL HOLES. 

Remove all trash and litter, take it with you when you 
leave. 

Remember that all coinshooters may be judged by the 
example YOU set. Always conduct yourself with 

courtesy and consideration toward others. 

T.C.  Metal Detectors 
Authorized dealer for Fisher, Tesoro, Minelab, 
Garrett, Troy, Bounty Hunter, Detectorpro, 

Whites, Lesche, RTG, and more 

Tony Cwikla, 23 Cornwall Drive,  
Windsor Locks, CT  06096 

860-623-1153 or  860-916-2506 
{29 years experience, oldest, largest dealer in the area} 

Member: Y.T.C., FMDAC 
Special discounts for members! 

FAX: 860-627-0593;  e-mail:  
CAPACTION@aol.com 

 
We also carry a full line of books, digging tools, sand 
scoops, headphones, extra coils, bags, pouches, etc. 

 
- We use what we sell and give expert advice free of charge. - 

Why not come in and see what we’re finding !! 

METAL DETECTORS and ACCESSORIES  

J & E ENTERPRISES of  
S. Yarmouth  

Factory Authorized Dealer for Fisher, Garrett, 
Minelab, Tesoro, & Whites. Coiltek coils, Covers, 
Headphones, Beach & Water Scoops, Books, Etc., 

Eleanor Hube, 54 Old Main St. at Forest Rd. 
South Yarmouth, MA 02664 

1-508-760-2100 
e-mail,  jetrhub2@gmail.com 

(Founding member of Yankee Territory Coinshooters) 

SALES, SERVICE & RENTALS 
Accepts Discover, Mastercard and Visa 

Will ship UPS 

(Special consideration for Y.T.C. members.) 

Our Condolences… 
...to Matt Dakin on the recent 

loss of his father. Our thoughts 
and prayers go out to him and 

his family. 
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Lost Items of Minor Sentimental Value 
Just a  quick note to follow up with you folks. 
On Tuesday afternoon one of your members, 
Jay Daly, met me at the Firestone place in 
Branford to look for my lost items. We set to 
looking in the area where my keys had been 
scattered by the lawnmower and within a few 
minutes Jay had found one if the items! "Hot 
Damn!" was the quote, I believe. 
 
We kept at it for nearly an hour and had no 
more luck but the good news is that the piece 
we found was the one I was most hoping for, 
the melted brass engine part from my 1971 VW 
bus, a good luck charm to be sure.  
 
In the end, Jay would accept nothing but my 
thanks, which I would also like to pass along to 
the members of your club for putting me in 
touch with Jay. He's a gentleman and I very 
much appreciate his help. 
 
Kind regards, 
Jonathan Boulware 
Branford, CT 
            [Nice work, Jay!] 

A Fast Week on the Cape 
Rick Browne 

Five rings had been reported as lost in the 
surf. The first I was told of was a platinum 
wedding band and had been lost for 3 or so days. 
I was leaving the next day and really did not have 
much time to detect. But as a parking fee was not 
required, only permission to park on private 
property and Eleanor already had permission, we 
went for a long lunch hour at low tide. My 
second target was the ring. A few more minutes 
were spent looking for a gold chain that had been 
lost some time ago in the same area with no luck. 
Time ran out and we were off, back to J&E 
Enterprise. A call to the ring’s owner brought 
him to the shop within 15 minutes. He also was 
leaving the Cape. A conversation lasted about an 
hour before I had to call it quits and get home, 
pack and leave for Connecticut before the traffic 
got too bad. 

A week later I pulled up three rings from 
the one hole. The third ring was silver with 
marquesite, the second was a white gold wedding 
band with diamonds and the first was a matching 
engagement ring with a large Princess cut 
diamond surrounded by other diamonds. A total 
of 19 diamonds adorned the two gold rings. 
Within fifteen minutes both of the diamonds 
rings were on the owner’s finger. I got to keep 
the silver ring as it did not belong to the owner of 
the gold rings. 

The fourth ring to be returned was also a 
platinum wedding band and it was Rich Janak’s 
last target for the night, about 3 minutes after I 
had found the two diamond rings. Rich was also 
able to return his found platinum ring to the 
owner the same night, though it took an hour and 
a half for the owner to show up. The owner had 
been out playing miniature golf. 

Now Bill, the hurricane, comes along and 
towns closed beaches. But the surf had only 1 
foot waves along the south coast of the Cape and 
a ring needed to be found and returned. 

The fifth ring that was known to have 
been lost had been in the water for over three 
weeks. Rich and I thought Bill might put the ring 
out of reach so we decided to give it a try as the 
tide was a -.5 and the waves were not too bad. 

About 30 minutes into the search my Excalibur 
sounded off with that nice low tone. Yep, the size 
13, 14K mans white gold wedding band was in my 
scoop. I called Eleanor who made a call to the 
owner to set up the return for Monday AM. This 
ring’s return time was a bit longer as the owner 
traveled from the Boston area to Eleanor’s to pick  
it up. I had to leave at 5AM Monday morning for 
Connecticut to get going on the move to Cape Cod, 
our house sold Thursday night. We have lots to do 
in a short time. 

The five returned rings [Wow!  Ed.] came 
from three beaches that were not on the list for the 
Cape Cod Swing. So, as I promised, I am not 
picking the beaches clean before the Swing 
weekend. As a matter of fact not much more, save 
for a few coins, and some junk was dug during the 
searches for all five rings. There is hope and I do 
hope to see you on the Cape for the CCS.      

[See page 5, bottom.] 
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Good ‘Member Story’ 
 
One day last month I was detecting in a city park where I heard there used to be a bandshell. 
Just the type of place to look for old coins; a place that was popular years ago but is now 
largely forgotten. I couldn't find the exact location but I began hunting anyway. I was turning 
up a bit of clad when a boy of about 8 years old approached me. 
"Is that a metal detector?" he asked shyly. 
"Yes it is" I replied and proceeded to explain to him what I was doing. He watched as I dug up 
the next coin and was completely amazed to see money coming out of the ground. It wasn't 
long before there were 6 little tykes between the ages of 5 to 10 surrounding me., completely 
fascinated. I had to use my coil to shoo 12 little legs from in front of me in order to continue.  
And did they learn fast! All it took was for them to see one coin come out of the ground for 
them to realize that when I zeroed in on a target and pinpointed it that I was going to start 
digging. So each time that happened they pounced en masse on the spot of the find. I could 
hardly find room for myself so I gently urged a little restraint and made sure that each child 
got their share of the "treasure". 
When it was time for us to stop I made sure everyone had at least two coins so there would be 
no hard feelings. As I was walking away I heard one of them say "He was nice." 
So I was able to send out some positive vibes about the hobby and felt pretty good about it. 
Hopefully one day they'll come back to us in an equally positive way. 
 
 
  
 
 
[Thanks to Jay for sharing this great experience!   Ed. ]  

From Rick 
Browne’s   

efforts at the 
Cape. 
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Bold, italics indicates the 
winners - submitted by Bill 

Wright, August., 2009 

 Gold Michel Choquette Gold Chain 

  Ken Gudernatch 10 K Ring with Red Heart and 2  CZ Stones 

  Everett Berube 14 K White Gold Ring 

 Silver Greg Beam Sterling Silver Ring with Stones 

  Dave Gregorski Silver Ring with Onyx Stone 

  Vince DiBattista Sterling Ring 

  Richard Lipka Sterling Silver Ring with Stones 

 Other Phil Skewes Brass Kids Ring with 3 Stones 

  Debbie Stelik Watch 

JEWELRY    

 Gold/Silver   

Pre 1900  Dave Gregorski 1773 Spanish 1/2 Reale 

Post 1899  Vince DiBattista 1952 Dime & 1957 D Quarter 

  Michel Choquette 1942 Mercury Dime 

  Debbie Stelik 1919 Mercury Dime 

 Other   

Pre 1900  Ken Gudernatch 1892 Indian Head Cent 

Post 1899  Jerry Owen 1904 Indian Head Cent 

  Everett Berube 2007 Polish Coin 

 Token/medal Greg Beam Softball Medal 

  Richard Lipka ‘Big Y’ Token 

COIN    

  Jerry Owen Bone ?? Button 

  No Name Aerte Midtown, CT Free Drink Token 

  Phil Skewes Plastic Rhino 

  Vince DiBattista Snorkel 

  Ken Gudernatch Half Chewed Carrot 

NON METAL    
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By Bill Wright 

Dave Gregorski:  1772 Spanish 1/2 Reale – Dave found this at a depth of 7 inches in a park. Dave believes that 
the unusually wet soil gave his detector the sensitivity needed to find this coin. 
 
 Vince DiBattista:  1952 Dime & 1957 D Quarter – This was found in a schoolyard that has produced a couple 
of other silver coins and silver rings. 
 
 Ken Gudernatch:  1892 Indian Head Cent – Ken found this next to a cellar hole behind a old radio station. 
 
 Jerry Owen: 1904 Indian Head Cent – Jerry found this at one of the oldest one room school houses. It is 
owned by a friend who gave him permission to detect. 
 
 Greg Beam:  Softball Medal – Greg found this in a park at a school yard. 
 
 Michel Choquette:  Gold Chain – This was found in New Britain where some guys had been playing 
basketball. 
 
 Greg Beam:  Sterling Silver Ring with Stones – This was found in the football field of a school yard. 
 
 Phil Skewes:  Brass Kids Ring with 3 Stones – Phil at first thought he had a gold ring. 
 
 Bob Cwikla:  Tootsie Toy Hotrod – Bob found this in a private yard in Ellington. 2 weeks later, he found the 
exact same car in Windsor Locks. 
 
 Dave Gregorski:  French Military Button ?? – Dave found this at a depth of 5 inches at the same place he 
found the half reale. 
 
 Bill Wright:  Lone Scout 2nd Degree Pin – Bill found this in a area that has produced many coins and relics 
from 1900 – 1940. 
 
 Jerry Owen:  Bone ?? Button – Jerry found this on the surface at the same place he found the Indian Head 
Cent. 
 
 Vince DiBattista:  1982 Matchbox Cobra – This was found in the school yard that produced the silver coins. 

 Toy Bob Cwikla Tootsie Toy Hot Rod 
 Consolation Prize Vince DiBattista 1982 Matchbox Cobra 
  Phil Skewes Toy Car 
 Military Dave Gregorski French ?? Uniform Button 
  Richard Lipka Army Knife 
    
 Other Bill Wright Lone Scout 2nd Degree Pin 
  Ken Gudernatch 1700's Flat Button with Design 
  Jerry Owen  Dropped Musket Ball 
  Jay Daly Canal de Vieux" Button 

RELIC    
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 Minelab Explorer – Field Experience 

By Dave Gregorski 

You may have followed (in previous Probes) my disappointment with the Explorer SE, after reading 
what this machine ‘should’ be able to do, re. depth (though I love its ‘noise cancel’ feature). A Minelab 
repairman said the air test wasn’t quite up to specs, but claimed a decent reading of a quarter, at 7-9 
inches, with the sensitivity at 27, manual (out of 32). Translation – there was ‘nothing wrong’ with my 
detector, that he could find. Since Eleanor (Hube) had managed to get me an extra 2 years of warranty 
(total of 4 years), the service was free. After conversations with Minelab staff, they agreed to send me a 
new (standard) coil, no charge, in case there was an intermittent problem with mine. 

The little detecting I’d done recently was with my ‘old reliable’ Sovereign, with the 15” WOT coil. 
After 2 beach excursions, with all the rain we’ve had, I opted to try an old town green/park, for the first 
time (easier digging, deeper signals with wet soil). There had been some ‘construction’ of sorts, and I 
was able to pull up 3 large coppers (including my first Nova Constellatio), and a Flying Eagle cent, all 
from the disturbed area, 5-8 inches deep. (All in terrible shape, BTW.) With the Sov., I know what 
deep targets sound like (the patterns of sound quite differ from those of the Explorer). Encouraged by 
possibilities, I figured this would be an ideal site for seeing what the SE could do (old site, heavily 
detected, not much trash, maybe some deep stuff left behind). 

So I set the SE up for ‘best depth’, and began wandering over the ample grassy area of the park. 
Digging only the high-end signals, I got a few good shallow targets (modern coins). Then I heard a 
signal I‘ve experienced before, but never paid attention to, thinking it was ‘falsing’. It was a ‘trill’ – 
maybe 3 notes of different pitches, in very rapid succession. Since I wasn’t digging much, I checked 
out the target in ‘pinpoint’ mode, and got a weak but real signal – i.e., that ‘trill’sound was NOT 
falsing! And from 6 inches came a 1911 V-nickel! The find wasn’t as important as a ‘light bulb’ going 
on in my head. THAT’S what a deep target sounds like on the Explorer! In the half hour until dark, I 
dug after 2 more such signals – and got a very corroded coin which turned out to be a Shield nickel, 
and a small 1800’s button – both at over 6 inches. 

So 2 days later (after a soaking rain), I hit the park again, bringing the Explorer and my new ‘ear’, plus 
finally some confidence with that machine. Over a 2 hour period, I got 3 of those ‘deep trill’ sounds. 
The first and third targets turned out to be junk. The second, though, sounded the most solid. At the 
bottom of a 7-inch hole, my pinpointer located the target. It was lying flat…a silver coin, dime-sized. It 
was mostly covered with dirt, and for once I did not rub it with my thumb, to identify it! But I could 
tell it was NOT a Rosie, Merc, or Barber dime. 

The ride home was sweet and seemingly in slow motion, savoring the warm glow of anticipation. I 
removed the coin from my ‘water jar’, and saw it was Spanish silver – a half reale, 1773 (Mexico City 
mint). It was in nice shape, unlike all the old coppers I’d dug at the site. I’m so glad that I persevered, 
coming from ‘no confidence’ to sending the machine to Minelab, to being kind of lucky to dig a signal 
I usually ignore.  

Conclusion: as the ground dried, the depth I got at the park greatly diminished. (Instead of running the 
sensitivity at 30-31 [out of 32], I needed to reduce it to ~22 to keep the machine ‘quiet’.) So my good 
fortune was due to the extraordinary moisture in the soil, plus digging a different-sounding target. I still 
think my SE’s responsiveness is below average, hearing how frequently other owners are retrieving 
coins from 8-10 inches. (I think all electronic components have a ‘tolerance’ of, say, plus or minus a 
small percentage. If the parts in my Explorer were on the ‘minus’ side, wouldn’t that affect the 
response toward the negative?) In any case, I feel quite a bit better about what the Explorer can do. But 
in most cases, my first choice is still the Sovereign plus WOT.  
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Fall Planted Hunt 
The one we had last October was a success, and we will be doing it again! There will be grinders and 
soft drinks for after hunt, plus loads of prizes for the participants. Details will be in the October Probe - 
save the date(s) - October 24, rain date Oct. 25. Hope to see you there.      Dave G. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS/HUNTS 

Sept. 11-14 - Cape Cod Swing!  See August Probe for details. 
September 27 (Sunday) - Coin Show @ the Polish National Home, 60 Charter Oak Ave., 
Hartford. Free admission,  parking - call 203-877-1680 (Ed Doran) for details. Doors open at 9 
A.M. 
Sept. 27 - New England Treasure Show, 1st annual - Taunton, MA;  displays, food, door 
prizes, dealers/vendors,  raffles, bottles, ‘identification table’;       
Joe Baker, brudiver05@comcast.net         http://www.silvercitytreasureseekers.net  

October 24 (Saturday) -  Y.T.C. members only planted hunt; $5 entry fee, 
Hammonasett state park beach; rain date, following day - details in October Probe. 

January 2009 - SUFFOLK, ENGLAND - One of the UK's largest hauls of Iron Age gold coins, which 
would have been worth in today's money up to £1m, has been found in Suffolk. The 824 so-called 
staters were found in a broken pottery jar buried in a field near Wickham Market by a local man using 
a metal detector. 
Jude Plouviez, of the Suffolk County Council Archaeological Service, said the coins dated from 40BC 
to AD15. They are thought to have been minted by predecessors of Iceni Queen Boudicca. Ms Plouviez 
said their value when in circulation had been estimated at a modern equivalent of between £500,000 
and £1m, but they were likely to be worth less than that now.  
"It's a good, exciting find. It gives us a lot of new information about the late Iron Age, and particularly 
East Anglia in the late Iron Age. The discovery is important because it highlights the probable political, 
economic and religious importance of an area. It certainly suggests there was a significant settlement 
nearby. As far as we understand, it was occupied by wealthy tribes or subtribes," she said.  
Ms Plouviez said the find was the largest collection of Iron Age gold coins found in Britain since 1849, 
when a farm worker unearthed between 800 and 2,000 gold staters in a field near Milton Keynes. She 
said secret excavations had been carried out on the latest find in Suffolk after a man reported it to the 
council's archaeological service in October.  
The staters, which each weigh about 5g, will now be valued ahead of a treasure trove inquest. "We 
don't know how much they will be worth but it will be less than they were at the time," said Ms 
Plouviez. "After the treasure trove inquest, they will be offered to museums at their current value." She 
said the exact location of the find would not be made public but added "thorough" searches of the area 
had not uncovered any further artifacts.     [Thanks to Bob Ellis for submitting this.] 
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 Minutes of Yankee Territory Coinshooters Meeting, September 14, 2009 
The monthly meeting was called to order at 6:45pm with 51 members and 2 guests present. 
The Secretary’s report for August 2009 was accepted as printed. 
The Treasurer’s report was accepted as read with a balance on hand of $2,273.68. The silver face value of $97.05 has a 
purchase cost of $267.08. 

Announcements and Communications:  None 

Old Business: 
The Mashantucket Museum Research Center had no further information on the American Battlefield Protection Project. 
Dave Gregorski informed the club of Detecting Permission Form available on the website. Sheets for personal and Club use 
are available. Personal Permission Sheets must not contain the YTC logo. 
Vince DiBattista has had no response on a request to detect a Stratford Town land site. 
Rich Browne gave an update on the Cape Cod Swing and a “Thank You” to all members for the “Going Away” party. 
A quick discussion on gold nugget detecting, permission and possible future hunts was held. 
Information on the Hunt at Rocky Neck State Park is on the website. 

New Business: 
The Silver City Treasure Show that will be held in Taunton, MA on Sept. 27th. This should be a good show. 
Writing articles for the Probe results: Rick Browne received a free entrance to the next Club Hunt, Betty Choquette and 
Tom Kunkler each received a free ticket for the silver dollar drawing. Dave Gregorski, Matt Dakin and Vince DiBattista 
each received a Thank You. 
October 24th with a rain date of the 25th is the date of the next YTC members-only planted hunt. Tokens and coins will be 
planted, food and beverage supplied at Hammonasset State Park Beach for the entrance fee of $5.00. Dave Gregorski is the 
huntmaster, and is willingly accepting prize donations up to the morning of the hunt. 
The drawing for a donated Thumler Mod T Tumbler will be held at the YTC Christmas Party. Tickets: $1.00ea / 6 for $5.00 
A discussion on diamond testers was held. Rick Browne will give the club his recommendation as to which one the club 
should purchased for members  

Speakers: 
Rick Browne gave an overview of his “tool box” which contained items to clean, repair his finds 
Michel Choquette spoke on the virtues of his ‘extra depth’ Vibra Probe which sells for $139.00 
Matt Dakin showed off his military style “no metal” pants with tie down legs and button fly. Selling in the $25-30 range 
these Cropper BDUs are great in the woods. 
Dave Bergeron spoke on his battle from a tick bite. Unknown to him and many members there are several diseases 
transported by ticks, not just Lyme Disease. Check out the CDC website www.cdc.gov/ticks/diseases/index.html for a 
wealth of knowledge and links about Tick-borne Diseases. CT towns provide free diseases testing of ticks. 
Rich Noble spoke about his Garret LED Light Probe which sells for $127.00 Rich’s likes this probe better than the Vibra 
Probe which gives a signal only at its tip and is not waterproof. 
Ken Gudernatch showed off is beach “Probe”, a kids plastic shovel and offered many for the taking. 
Ray Dapkus blinded us with hunter required 144 square inches of orange material for use in the woods during hunting 
season. Be careful and wear orange, don’t be mistaken for a deer. Ray also showed off his pruning shears from cutting 
roots. Buy Made in USA, they last longer. Another option was to carry a pair of electrician’s dikes (diagonal wire cutters). 
Dave Gregorski’s Wilcox 300 stainless steel 24 inch digging tool gets the job done for him. The mechanical advantage that 
the 24 inches gives Dave at a cost of about $12.00 makes it his digger of choice. 

Drawings: 
Phil Skewes was the winner of 1 silver dime for the attendance drawing.  
Bob Friese won the 50/50 drawing. 
Jay Daly and Richard Walauski took home silver dollars from the meeting’s drawing.  
The FOM was held by Bill Wright.  
Dave Gregorski awarded Betty Choquette a silver dime for completing Level 1 and Jeff Pelletier a silver dime and quarter 
for completing Levels 1 and 2, of the Y.T.C. Challenge. 
. 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:00PM. 
 
 Respectfully submitted: Rick Browne   [Thanks to Rick for filling in at the last minute, as Recording Secretary.] 
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                            YTC Officers 
 
President,  Bob Friese                      860-830-0541
             {scubaisus@aol.com}            
Vice President,  Ken Gudernatch     860-568-3464 
  
{VicePresident@Yankeeterritorycoinshooters.com} 

Recording Secretary - Jim LaChance 

        860-741-7551    {lachance.jim@gmail.com} 
                                     
Treasurer, Vince DiBattista              860-666-0270 
          {VDibattist@sbcglobal.net } 
 
Newsletter, Dave Gregorski               860-742-5836 
                                  {DGRookie@sbcglobal.net} 

Yankee Territory Coinshooters 
Code of Ethics 

Respect the rights and property of others. 
Never destroy historical or archeological artifacts. 
Observe all laws, whether national, state, or local. 
Aid law enforcement officials whenever possible. 

Leave the land and vegetation as it was. 
FILL IN ALL HOLES. 

Remove all trash and litter, take it with you when you 
leave. 

Remember that all coinshooters may be judged by the 
example YOU set. Always conduct yourself with 

courtesy and consideration toward others. 

T.C.  Metal Detectors 
Authorized dealer for Fisher, Tesoro, Minelab, 
Garrett, Troy, Bounty Hunter, Detectorpro, 

Whites, Lesche, RTG, and more 

Tony Cwikla, 53 Hartford Ave.,  
Granby, CT  06035 

860-844-1218 or  860-916-2506 
{30+ years experience, oldest, largest dealer in the area} 

Member: Y.T.C., FMDAC 
Special discounts for members! 

FAX: 860-627-0593;  e-mail:  
CAPACTION@aol.com 

 
We also carry a full line of books, digging tools, sand 
scoops, headphones, extra coils, bags, pouches, etc. 

 
- We use what we sell and give expert advice free of charge. - 

Why not come in and see what we’re finding !! 

METAL DETECTORS and ACCESSORIES  

J & E ENTERPRISES of  
S. Yarmouth  

Factory Authorized Dealer for Fisher, Garrett, 
Minelab, Tesoro, & Whites. Coiltek coils, Covers, 
Headphones, Beach & Water Scoops, Books, Etc., 

Eleanor Hube, 54 Old Main St. at Forest Rd. 
South Yarmouth, MA 02664 

1-508-760-2100 
e-mail,  jetrhub2@gmail.com 

(Founding member of Yankee Territory Coinshooters) 

SALES, SERVICE & RENTALS 
Accepts Discover, Mastercard and Visa 

Will ship UPS 

(Special consideration for Y.T.C. members.) 

Note new phone, address below! 
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CCS Report 
This year’s Cape Cod Swing got off to a soggy 
start and kept the 10 detectorists damp until 
Sunday morning. Spirits were also a bit damp 
and targets just were not as plentiful as in past 
years. However, Dave saw a Walker swimming 
to the surface of a hole he dug in the sand. This 
made Dave’s weekend, silver in the first few 
minutes of hunting. The club covered 18 beaches 
with somewhere just over 200 hours of detecting 
time. The good finds, besides food and 25 cent 
coffee were: 2 - 14K wedding bands, one 14K 
cross, one Tiffany $ Co. .925 / .750 with 
sapphire, 2 silver bracelets, 3 silver rings and a 
couple of silver coins and I guess about $30 in 
change.  

Each person at the 2PM gathering on Sunday 
took home a brass Aladdin’s Lamp. The Lotto 
tickets went to the oldest coin, the newest coin, 
largest piece of gold and the nicest chain. Two 
sharks were seen on the beach, not great whites, 
but rather their cousins the sand sharks (see 
below). Ah, for the good old days when each 
member attending the Cape Cod Swing would 
bring home what it took ten of us to find this 
year. I have to believe a lot had to do with the 
lower temperatures and number of rainy days this 
past summer. Better days are coming, hopefully 
before the next Cape Cod Swing.      Rick 

A Genuine THANK YOU! 
 
 Jane and I were overwhelmed at the sincere 
remarks and gratitude the members of Yankee 
Territory Coinshooters have shown us as we 
depart the area. The party, the words, cards and 
then the cakes that Ginger made will remain in 
our memory forever. The article in the Probe and 
photos will be cherished forever and reside in a 
special folder on our computer. 
 
 It is true that we have moved, but it is only ~125 
miles away. The distance can be traveled in the 
same time as to our New Hartford home, via the 
internet. We will stay in communication with the 
club via E-mail at 
wisdom@yankeeterritorycoinshooters.com. We 
plan to attend hunts and any meeting when we 
are in the area and of course the Christmas party. 
We can not imagine a Holiday Season without 
the YTC Christmas party. 
 
 If you ever feel the need to ask a question or 
plan on visiting the Cape, get in touch with us 
and we will do whatever it take to help you, our 
friends at YTC. 
 
 To each of you, we give our sincere 
THANK YOU!        Rick and Jane 
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October 24th Planted Hunt - Rules, etc. 
RULES:  Headphones are required! If you have none, arrange to borrow a 
pair from someone - it is distracting and even annoying hearing loud ‘beeping’ 
going on next to you. Ordinary (small) sand scoops will be allowed, along with 
small shovels and digging tools. Electronic pinpointers are fine, but a sand sifter of 
some sort will speed up your recovery.  Targets should be no deeper than ~3 
inches. Coil size limit - 12 inches, longest axis!  
We are hoping for donations from club members for prizes - they don’t need to be 
detecting-related. Contact Dave G. at 860-742-5836. The club has forwarded 
money to Dave for most of the prize purchases, and for the food/drinks.  

               Story of ‘The Indian’          

   A  Y.T.C. tradition may be somewhat of a mystery to newer members. You 
may have heard or read  references to “the Indian”. Yes, it is an Indian cent, but a 
very special one, that promises treasure. 

   Various members of our club (with a little assistance from our treasury) have 
filled a treasure chest with interesting and valuable goodies - at last count, value was well over $100. 
At official club hunts (such as the February ‘Jack Hube Memorial Polar Bear Hunt’), one token of the 
many planted, is designated as the ‘special’ one by the huntmaster. The lucky and/or skillful 
detectorist earns a shot at the contents of the chest. 

   Only it’s still not that easy. Initially, a blind draw is made, in an attempt to pick the Indian from 
among 10 pennies. If the Indian ‘comes out’, the treasure chest contents are awarded to the lucky 
drawer (and the chest remains with the club). If not, the drawn wheat cent is removed, improving the 
odds for a winner at the next hunt. This continues until the Indian is drawn, and then the contest is 
‘reset’. Currently, there are  8  Wheaties surrounding the Indian - there was a winner last October. 

   Of course, the pennies are disguised so one can’t ‘feel’ for the right one. Intuition can play a role, 
and a certain female member may be available for hire if you should want a good ‘picker’. The 
treasure chest is on display at every meeting. See page 10 for how you can win its contents!  

NON METAL

 

  Bruce Prindle Glass Inkwell 
  Richard Lipka Plastic Tank 

  Ken Gudernatch Glass Marble 

  Vince DiBattista Small Yellow Lizard 

  Matt Dakin Mother of Pearl Button 
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Bold, italics indicates the 
winners - submitted by Bill 
Wright, September, 2009 

COIN

 

 Gold/Silver   

Pre 1900  Bruce Prindle 1856 Seated Half Dime 

    

Post 1899  Matt Dakin 1902 Barber Dime 

  
Keith 
Massimino 1934 Washington Quarter 

  
Michel 
Choquette 1942 Mercury Dime 

  Dave Gregorski 1907 Barber Dime 

 Other   

Pre 1900  Bob Cwikla 1787 Connecticut Copper 

 
Presidents 
Award Bob Ellis 1786 Vermont Ensium Coin 

Post 1899  Rich Noble 1909 V Nickel 

 
Consolation 
Prize Roger Moyles Roll of Dimes 

  Ken Gudernatch 1917 Merc Dime & 1903 Indian Head  - Same Hole 

    

 Token/medal Richard Lipka 2000 President Lyndon Johnson Medal 
  Vince DiBattista Mystic Seaport Elongated Penny 

 JEWELRY

 

 Gold Rich Janak 
14K White Gold Ring with 6 Round 

Diamonds 

  Scott Obara Gold Ring 

  Ken Gudernatch 10K Ring with Blue/Green Fire Stone 

 Silver Roger Moyles Star of David Silver Ring 

  Richard Lipka Tiffany Ring & Bracelet 

  Phil Skewes 24 Inch Sterling Silver Chain 

  Audrey Perkins Sterling Silver Ring 

  Bruce Prindle Sun Face Ring 

  John Hardin Ring with Diamonds 

 Other Michel Choquette Bracelet 

  Dave Gregorski Heart Pendant & Chain 

  Betty Choquette Bracelet 

  Vince DiBattista Bracelet 
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By Bill Wright 

Bruce Prindle:  1856 Seated Half Dime – While detecting a sidewalk replacement, Bruce overshot his swing a bit and got 
a nice deep reading. The homeowner came out and let Bruce retrieve this one signal. Turned out to be this Half Dime. 
Matt Dakin:  1902 Barber Dime – Matt found this dime in a yard he got permission to detect. The owner initially came 
out to “discuss” the boundary of the church where Matt was detecting. Matt was polite in his conversation and was able to 
turn it into permission to detect additional yards. 
Bob Cwikla:  1787 Connecticut Copper – Bob found this in a farm field. It was the only coin found in the field. 
Rich Noble: 1909 V Nickel – Rich found this at the Wethersfield Green at a depth of about 5 inches. 
Richard Lipka:  2000 President Lyndon Johnson Medal – This was a beach find in the sand for Richard. 
Rich Janak:  14K White Gold Ring with 6 Round Diamonds – Not much was found at the Cape at first. When the sun 
came out, people started losing things, including this ring. 
Roger Moyles:  Star of David Silver Ring – This was a Brooklyn Fair Grounds find for Roger. 
Michel Choquette:  Bracelet – Michel found this bracelet at Lighthouse Park 
Jeff Pelletier:  Machinist Lead Figure – Jeff found this behind an old Community Center. 
Ken Gudernatch:  Half of a U.S. Tongue Buckle – This was one of several finds for Ken that produced a couple of 
Coppers, Indian Head and a Mercury Dime. 
Bruce Prindle:  Winged Helmet Silver Rimmed Pin? – Bruce got permission to detect a fairly new Church that used to 
be the location of an old farmhouse. 
Bruce Prindle:  Glass Inkwell – Bruce was digging a signal when he found this inkwell. The signal ended up being a 1908 
Dog Tag. 
Roger Moyles:  Roll of [clad] Dimes – Another find at the Brooklyn Fairgrounds for Roger. 
Bob Ellis:   – 1786 Vermont Ensium Coin – Bob had made some nice finds at a area where construction was taking place 
when he was told he couldn’t detect their anymore. Bob asked for one more day, got permission, and found this nice coin. 

RELIC

 

 Toy Jeff Pelletier Machinist Lead Figure 

  Vince DiBattista 2 Motorcycles 

 Military Ken Gudernatch Half of U.S. Tongue Buckle 

  Keith Massimino Episcopal Academy of Cheshire Coat Button 

  Michel Choquette U.S. Button 

  No Name Civil War Button 

 Other Bruce Prindle Winged Helmet Silver Rim Pin? 

  Roger Moyles Harley Davidson Charm 

  Matt Dakin Philigree Flat Button 

  Dave Gregorski Coat of Arms Button 

  Heather Keys 

  Betty Choquette Compact 
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A Nice Surprise… 
By Dave Gregorski 

 
 We get them all the time, in this wonderful hobby of metal detecting. An item comes up that 
has no ‘reason’ to be where we found it. Or we are happy getting a few coins at a beach, when 
a gold ring shows up in our scoop. So it is with the Y.T.C. Challenge…nice surprises all the 
time…a ‘below average’ day becomes better when we get unexpected items that are on the list. 
In late April of this year, after a very productive (Challenge and otherwise) day at Rick 
Browne’s Salisbury hunt, I needed only one more item to satisfy Level 3 of the Challenge – 
either a US dollar coin, or a half dollar. I figured I ‘had it made’. Yet here it was in early 
September, and no success. I was beginning to map out, in my mind, the playscapes I could hit, 
improving my chances of getting a dollar coin. I figured finding a half would be ‘dumb luck’, 
as they are quite uncommon, even the clad ones. 
Then came the Cape Cod Swing. I got there a day late because of a Friday commitment, and 
Saturday was quite showery. It was around 7 A.M. when we hit the first freshwater beach. 
(Most of these on the Cape are fairly small, and have some age to them.) Often the sand is 
’original’ - it’s an uncommon event for fresh sand to be brought in at the smaller, less 
accessible beaches. 
So I took out my Minelab Sovereign with its 15-inch WOT coil, and began covering the ’wet 
sand’ – it was my first time at this beach. Hunting in all-metal gave me that extra depth, and I 
got a couple of fairly deep modern coins out of the blackish clay underneath. Then came the 
surprise – the hole was quite large…there were jokes about my bringing a backhoe with me the 
next time. (And accusations of digging a well, when my holes were filling up with water!) In 
the bottom of my sand scoop, was a large, dark-colored disc. I excitedly picked it out, and 
observed the familiar markings of a Walking Liberty half dollar! (Turned out to be a 1941.) 
That was the ‘item highlight’ of my weekend, and the ‘glow’ stayed with me. The company of 
some good Y.T.C. people added to the fun weekend (and it was nice to see Eleanor). The coin 
cleaned up fairly well. Now the ‘pressure is off’, and the playscapes can wait!  (-: 
On to Level 4!  (Hah.) 
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 A Part-time Cape Codder...for Now! 
 
Many retirees take up golf or fishing. But it was when Dan Hennessy discovered he had a great uncle 
who was an avid treasure hunter that the bug bit him, and propelled him into this new hobby, when 
he retired in 2004. Today, it's not an unexpected thing to see Dan walking Cape Cod beaches with his 
metal detector, or even more commonly, to see him waist deep along the ocean beach, doing the 
same thing with his diver's metal detector. On his recent gold-hunting trip to Alaska, Dan found a 1 
oz nugget. 
Now retired, he calls himself a "metal detectorist," explaining, "with a metal detector, when you learn 
how to do it right, you can actually go out and find nuggets. After trying that for a while, I learned it 
was actually much easier just to search the beaches for little treasures. Thus far, I've found 34 rings in 
four years on Cape Cod beaches. It's the thrill of the hunt. I know folks down on the southeast coast 
of Florida that find a half million dollars in stuff a year on the beaches: gold chains, gold and 
diamond rings, or treasure from Spanish galleons." Dan's biggest find so far on the Cape was a 
diamond ring appraised for $9,000. 
While in Colchester, England last year, Dan found four hammered silver coins dated 1051-1350 AD, 
and hardware from a Roman chariot. Dan goes detecting in Arizona and Nevada also. "But It's not 
easy," says Dan. "Most folks will buy a metal detector and go out for a day to use it, get discouraged 
and put it away." When you see Dan walking along the ocean beach up to his waist he's got a 
Minelab Diver's metal detector in one hand and a scoop with a six-foot handle in the other. The metal 
detector can sense gold up to 18" under the bottom.  
Dan encourages those interested in pursuing metal detecting as a hobby to start by getting good 
equipment. "You need to find a good, reputable dealer in metal detecting, like J&E Enterprises, in S. 
Yarmouth, which is run by Eleanor Hube.'' “Most people try to find one machine that can do it all. 
Unfortunately, that doesn’t work very well. I have a gold detecting machine that runs for about 
$4,000. And I have 2 beach machines - one for dry sand, one for under water. A good starter machine 
is $600-$700, although you can get a Walmart cheapy and get the easy finds on the beaches. 
Dan explains, "the reason for working just off shore is that a lot of folks will lose rings while they're 
swimming. The cold water tightens the skin and the rings come off," Dan explains. "Or they'll be hit 
by a wave and a necklace will come off. Generally, I've had much better luck under the water, even 
though my biggest find was on dry sand. I'll go out at low tide." 
As for Dan's future, he hopes to make Cape Cod a permanent address once his wife retires. One thing 
he enjoys doing is helping folks by hunting for their lost jewelry. And he hopes to get back to Alaska 
again, and also to Australia. He explains, "There's a gold boom going on there right now. It's a long 
way away, but I'd like to get there - even though where the gold is located is probably a harsher 
environment than where I go in Alaska. But as they say, 'If it was easy to get at, it wouldn't be worth 
anything."' 

[Thanks to Eleanor Hube for forwarding this excerpted article to me.   Ed.]  

Discharged/low Cell phone Battery? 
Try this, for perhaps some ‘hidden’ battery power. Press the keys *3370#. The phone should then 
restart, enough at least for a few calls. Then recharge the phone, which will also charge this reserve. 
[From the I.T.T.H.C. Treasure News.]   (*3370# is a Nokia code.   Ed.) 
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UPCOMING EVENTS/HUNTS 

October 17- Y.T.C. Durham Outing has been cancelled. 

October 24 (Saturday) - Y.T.C. members-only planted hunt! See below, and 
page 5 for details. 

November 22 (Sunday) - Coin Show @ the Polish National Home, 60 Charter Oak Ave., Hartford. 
Free admission, parking - call 203-877-1680 (Ed Doran) for details. Doors open at 9 A.M. 

Fall Y.T.C Planted Hunt! 

  This members-only hunt is scheduled for Saturday, October 24 (rain date - 
Sunday, October 25). It is a planted (in the sand) hunt - tokens (redeemable for 
many nice prizes), plus some coins. The hunt will start at 10:30 A.M., at 
Hammonasset Beach in Madison (eastern end - look for YTC signs!). Come 
earlier and help seed the sand. Registration will be under a pavilion roof, starting 
around 9:15.  Hunt fee is only $5.        See rules on page 5.  

  The club will provide grinders and soft drinks (after the hunt prizes 
have been doled out). We are asking for a couple people to bring finger-type 
desserts. We can also use some help giving out the prizes, and planting the tokens. 
Please let Dave G. know if you are willing to help with any of this. There will be 
one raffle, for TWO silver dollars. 

  If in doubt re. weather, call Dave Gregorski, huntmaster (742-5836), or Vince 
DiBattista (666-0270). Dress accordingly. Watch your speed coming off the 
highway and in the park, as State and Park police are often set up this time of year 
on the access roads. Good luck and hope to see you there for the Indian’s chance to 
get out AGAIN (see page 5)!  

Wedded! 
Two very nice, long-time Y.T.C. members recently 
‘tied the knot’ (what does that mean, anyway?). 
Nancy Webb and Steve Wente got married. It was 
a small, private service. We wish them both all the 
happiness in the world, and hope to see them at 
some club events! 
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 Minutes of Yankee Territory Coinshooters meeting, October 13, 2009 
 
 The monthly meeting was called to order at 6:50pm with 47 members present. 
A moment of silence for our military troops was observed. 
 
 The Secretary’s report for September 2009 was accepted as printed in the October 2009 Probe. 
The Treasurer’s report was accepted as read, with a balance of $2,018.97 and a silver inventory of $32.80 face value, with a 
purchase cost of $220.16 including 2 silver dollars. 

Announcements and Correspondence: 
Rick Browne’s History of the Club DVD’s available at the front table for any member who wished to purchase one. The 
cost is $10.00. 
 
 Paul Lavery has gotten us permission to detect an 11-½ acre farm field; it is in Old Wethersfield, at what used to be known 
as the Meadows. We need to meet at the DMV parking lot at 9:00 am to carpool, as parking space is very limited. We must 
be out by 2:00 pm as there is a gate that will be locked. Paul is also checking into a possible hunt on 23 acres in Granby next 
spring. 
 
 Old Business: 
There is no news on the Pequot Museum hunts. 
 
 New Business: 
Volunteers are needed for the annual Christmas party.  
 
 Rick Browne wrote up a recommendation for a diamond tester.  A motion was made and passed to allot up to $225.00 for 
the purchase of a diamond tester for club use. 

The FMDAC newsletter will now be available on the club website. 

Anyone who submits an article for the Probe will receive a silver dime and be entered into the drawing that is held every 
four months. 

Vince mentioned that one idea for future hunts could be local fairgrounds.  It was mentioned that Tony Cwikla might be 
willing to be the liaison. 

Volunteers are needed to help plant coins and tokens for the Hammonassett Beach hunt. 

Early membership renewal forms will be in the next Probe.  All those who renew by the Christmas party will be entered into 
a drawing. 

The rock tumbler drawing will be held at the annual Christmas party. 

Ken Gudernatch gave a brief overview of the New England Antique Arms Society show on Columbus Day weekend.  He 
said that there was a lot more than just firearms there and it was a worthwhile show to go to. 

It was decided to purchase a new book for the library titled “Whitman Encyclopedia of Colonial and Early American Coins” 
by Q David Bowens. 

SPEAKER: 
Dave Gregorski gave a talk about different size coils and their uses. Size does matter, bigger is not necessarily better. 

DRAWINGS: 
John Hardin won the 50/50 raffle. 
Carl Muller and Keith Massimino won the silver dollar raffle. 
Betty Choquette won the attendance drawing. 
Bill Wright held the FOM.  Meeting was adjourned at 8:58 pm.    Respectfully submitted, Jim LaChance 

For Sale (by Member) 

Minelab Excaliber (waterproof), used only twice. Stock 10-inch DD coil; 2 rechargeable battery packs 
with charger; long-handled scoop;  hip mount. $750 - contact Everett Berube - 860-423-3943.   
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President,  Bob Friese                      860-830-0541
             {scubaisus@aol.com}            
Vice President,  Ken Gudernatch     860-568-3464 
  
{VicePresident@Yankeeterritorycoinshooters.com} 

Recording Secretary - Jim LaChance 

        860-741-7551    {lachance.jim@gmail.com} 
                                     
Treasurer, Vince DiBattista              860-666-0270 
          {VDibattist@sbcglobal.net } 
 
Newsletter, Dave Gregorski               860-742-5836 
                                  {DGRookie@sbcglobal.net} 

Yankee Territory Coinshooters 
Code of Ethics 

Respect the rights and property of others. 
Never destroy historical or archeological artifacts. 
Observe all laws, whether national, state, or local. 
Aid law enforcement officials whenever possible. 

Leave the land and vegetation as it was. 
FILL IN ALL HOLES. 

Remove all trash and litter, take it with you when you 
leave. 

Remember that all coinshooters may be judged by the 
example YOU set. Always conduct yourself with 

courtesy and consideration toward others. 

T.C.  Metal Detectors 
Authorized dealer for Fisher, Tesoro, Minelab, 
Garrett, Troy, Bounty Hunter, Detectorpro, 

Whites, Lesche, RTG, and more 

Tony Cwikla, 53 Hartford Ave.,  
Granby, CT  06035 

860-844-1218 or  860-916-2506 
{30+ years experience, oldest, largest dealer in the area} 

Member: Y.T.C., FMDAC 
Special discounts for members! 

FAX: 860-627-0593;  e-mail:  
CAPACTION@aol.com 

 
We also carry a full line of books, digging tools, sand 
scoops, headphones, extra coils, bags, pouches, etc. 

 
- We use what we sell and give expert advice free of charge. - 

Why not come in and see what we’re finding !! 

METAL DETECTORS and ACCESSORIES  

J & E ENTERPRISES of  
S. Yarmouth  

Factory Authorized Dealer for Fisher, Garrett, 
Minelab, Tesoro, & Whites. Coiltek coils, Covers, 
Headphones, Beach & Water Scoops, Books, Etc., 

Eleanor Hube, 54 Old Main St. at Forest Rd. 
South Yarmouth, MA 02664 

1-508-760-2100 
e-mail,  jetrhub2@gmail.com 

(Founding member of Yankee Territory Coinshooters) 

SALES, SERVICE & RENTALS 
Accepts Discover, Mastercard and Visa 

Will ship UPS 

(Special consideration for Y.T.C. members.) 
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 Various Club Notes 
Please update your phone # and e-mail address - 
contact Rick Browne or Vince DiBattista. There 
have been several times in the past few months 
when we needed to reach the membership. 
For those newer members - Y.T.C. Information 
Packets are available in our library, or online, 
unless you request a hard copy.  
A modified policy - each member getting an 
article published in the Probe will receive, as a 
token of appreciation, a silver dime. This will be 
retroactive for the previous 4-month period. The 
original drawings (for a free hunt ticket,  entry 
into a silver dollar drawing) will still be had. 
Error correction - it was Dave Payton who gave 
the enlightening presentation at an earlier 
meeting, about tick-borne diseases. 
Tumbler Kit ($60-$80 value) - raffle tickets 
sold at meetings; drawing at the Christmas party. 

An Important Request… 
While considering what to wrap for the 
Holiday Party grab bag - PLEASE - do not 
include fake lottery tickets! You may think 
it’s ‘fun’, but there have been hurt feelings in 
the past, by recipients of such.  

Planted Hunt Report 
Rain postponed the hunt until Sunday, October 
25th. The weather that day was nice - a slight 
offshore breeze, and decent temps. The provided 
coffee was still welcome.  

975 targets were scattered within the marked 
area, coins and tokens worth prizes. 38 members 
entered the fray, including Eleanor and our 
newest Cape member, Rick Browne.  

By the 25 minute mark, most or all of the targets 
had been scoffed up. Prizes were handed out, and 
a lunch of grinders, desserts, and soft drinks was 
presented. Phil Skewes drew for the Indian, but 
pulled a Lincoln instead, so at the next planted 
hunt, there will be 7 Lincolns keeping the Indian 
company. 

Many thanks to the many people who helped out 
in various ways - the hunt would not have been a 
success without you! Also thanks to the 
generosity of a few members donating 
prizes...especially Tony Cwikla who also gave us 
a number of non-coin items at cost. I’m glad 
people had a good time - it is work, but worth it.       
 Dave G. 

Coil Size - One More Thing 
I alluded to, but don’t remember specifically 
mentioning in my presentation at the October 
meeting, one important advantage of using a 
larger coil. That is - coverage! The area covered 
in a sweep of a 15-inch coil vs. a 7-inch coil, is 
roughly 4 times! This is an ideal way to begin 
hunting farmfields and woods, where the number 
of targets are likely to be few and far between.  
  Dave G. 

‘Early Renewal’ Notice 
Your Y.T.C. membership expires on December 
31. You can become eligible for a silver coin 
drawing if you return the membership form (see 
page 9) with your payment, by December 5.  

The coin drawing will occur at our Christmas 
Party, Dec. 8. Winners need not be present, but 
we hope you will join us. 
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 This year in the summer of 2009 my adventure was not in Alaska ! 

By Tom Kunkler 
This was my first year since 1997 that I have not gone to the great state of Alaska but I have no regrets.  
During my past trips to Alaska, I’ve had the pleasure to meet many people from all parts of the world. Bob Neumayer 
is one person in particular that I’ve paired up with several times. We have shared cabins in Paradise Valley, Alaska 
and shared good times during other visits to Ganes Creek, Alaska . He lives in Denver, Colorado and has talked many 
times about prospecting back in his home state. Last year Bob, my son Shawn and I ventured the Dalton Highway in 
Alaska 300 miles up from Fairbanks to Wiseman. Bob always would ask me to come out there and try my hand at it. 
Well, this year I did and what an adventure it turned out to be with mountains and mountains of gold mines, silver 
mines and more mines everywhere you looked. Tailings from the mines or from dredges stretch on forever. Until I 
viewed Colorado with my own eyes, I had no idea of how much prospecting had been done there for the past 150 
years or so! 
I brought back with me, 96 photos to remember and to share my experiences. They range from just leaving Denver , 
which is at 5000 feet above sea level and ventures up dirt roads to 12,500 feet! We were hailed on, rained on and 
blown around at times but over all the weather and the thin air was exhilarating. The first 3 or 4 days I felt like 
someone was sitting on my chest but once I got use to the thin air I was re-energized, especially after I found my first 
GOLD specimen.  
Seeing history in the form of these mines and the still standing structures was like going back in time. Some of the 
buildings were well over a hundred years old. Log cabins that are so old that the trees growing out from inside them 
are over a hundred years old! 
If you like biking, there were beautiful asphalt bike trails winding through the mining areas as well as parallel to 
roads and even highways. You can take a historic tour through the mining areas without getting off your bike! The 
towns look as though they are still original except for new paint. There is a lot to see even if you were not into 
prospecting. In some areas the homes are enormous. They look like Inns or Hotels because they are so large but they 
are beautiful. One day we were looking for a mine up near the top of one of the mountains and after driving up a 
maze of dire roads was a 5,500 square foot home for sale, only $1,500,000! You never would know what you might 
find around the next corner? 
Although I sent home 45 lbs of rocks, I found only 4 Gold specimens. I say only but we were told that where I found 
them, literally thousands of metal detectorists have been over and over the mines tailings. That lends me to think that 
technique is most important. I started out the first few days using my Fisher Gold Strike Gold Detector. It has found 
many nuggets for me in the past but I found nothing. I then switched to my Whites MXT detector with a 14” DD coil. 
After a few days I found nothing! That is nothing worth picking up. There is lots of iron and junk. Remember, there 
were no junk yards, only every yard had junk. When trying to pick up small nuggets, between the nails, junk and hot 
rocks it made it almost impossible to detect in some areas. Next I changed coils and put on my EXcelerator 5” DD 
coil. I had only used it once before in England but didn’t really give it a chance. Then BAM, my first GOLD 
Specimen! That gave me a jolt of energy and all of a sudden and I wasn’t tired anymore, I wasn’t bored, neither 
hungry nor thirsty. I even weighed less and was totally renewed with energy. Not only did I find gold but this gold 
was WIRE and CRYSTALINE GOLD. It was beautiful with wire like structure and crystals of gold and in a black 
type of rock. This was so different than any gold I have ever found in the past. Needless to say, I continued with my 
MXT and the 5” coil for the rest of my two week stay and found three more specimens. Although the total weight 
wasn’t like some of the nuggets I have found before, this gold is much prettier and I’m sure more valuable as a 
collectable. 
You must picture miles and miles of gold tailings! As I tried to show in my pictures, you could go on for a life time 
with a detector and wouldn’t cover all the ground. Now just think of the possibilities if you start kicking aside some 
rocks or scrape the ground or rake it or push some piles around? New ground appears and more GOLD could be 
found. Just think! 
Please visit my web site to see my photos and ENJOY. Go to the bottom of the home page and press “see all 28 
albums” then to “2009 Colorado ” album for this year’s photos.  
http://tomadventuresandsomewithmarie.shutterfly.com/ 
 May your adventures be as exciting to you as mine have been to me and may they last for the rest of your life! 
  ‘Golden’ Tom    [Tom is a Y.T.C. member. Thanks for sharing your adventures, once again!] 
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Bold, italics indicates the 
winners - submitted by Bill 

Wright, October, 2009 

 

 Pete Burch 14K Gold Ankle Bracelet 
 Vince DiBattista 14K Gold Cross with Possible Diamond 
 Chris Kutschker 10K Gold Ring with Blue Stone 
 Mike Giannetti Tiffany Ring Silver & 18K Gold with Sapphire 
 Ken Gudernatch Platinum Wedding Band with 3 Diamonds 
   

Silver Phil Skewes Sterling Silver Ring with 3 Stones 
 Betty Choquette Silver Ring 
 Steve Beauregard Silver Ring 
 Chris Kutschker Silver Ring 
 Roger Moyles Silver Charm with Rose 
 Pete Burch Bracelet 
 Joe Waldron Sterling Silver Inlay Bracelet 
Other Michel Choquette Ring 
Consolation Prize Dave Gregorski Copper Ring with Stones 
 No Name Skull 

Gold    Everett Berube                                          14K Gold Ring with Ruby 
JEWELRY   

 Gold/Silver   
Pre 1900  Bob Ellis 1782 Half Reale 

  Keith Massimino 1869-S Seated Quarter 
Post 1899  Dave Gregorski 1941 Walking Liberty Half 
  Ken Gudernatch 1919 King George Canadian Dime 

  Michel Choquette 1912 Barber Dime 

  Bob Cwikla 1936-S Quarter 
  Carl Muller 1929 Mercury Dime 

  No Name 1942 Mercury Dime 

 Other   
Pre 1900  No Entries  
Post 1899  Roger Moyles 1918 Buffalo Nickel 
  Pete Burch 1936 D Wheat Penny 
  Vince DiBattista 1928 Buffalo Nickel 
  Chris Kutschker Ocean Pocket Spill 
 Token/medal Betty Choquette Baseball Token 
  Joe Waldron CT Golf Land Token 

COINS    
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By Bill Wright 

Bob Ellis:  1782 Half Reale – This was a farm field find for Bob. Bob had found a Large Cent there the 
previous year. 
Dave Gregorski:  1941 Standing Liberty Half – This was a Cape find that meant a lot to Dave. 
Roger Moyles:  1918 Buffalo Nickel – Roger was detecting for a lost earring at a house in West Hartford when 
he found this coin. 
Betty Choquette: Baseball Token – Betty found this at a little park that was behind a school. 
Everett Berube:  14K Gold Ring with Ruby – Everett found this ring about 4 inches down in the sand up at 
Cape Cod. 
Phil Skewes:  Sterling Silver Ring with 3 Stones – Phil found this ring while in water waist deep at the beach. 
Michel Choquette:  Ring – This ring was found by Michel at a Park. 
Roger Moyles:  Miniature Tomahawk – Roger found this at a location in Tolland where he has found many 
old coins and buttons. 
Keith Massimino:  Civil War “I” Infantry Button – Keith found this at a depth of  7 – 8 inches near a old 
Academy in Cheshire. 
Ken Gudernatch:  Colonial Great Coat Button with Design – Ken found this button right next to a old piece 
of iron in the middle of a trail that led away from a cellar hole. 
Vince DiBattista:  $10 Bill – This was sticking out of the seaweed at a beach in Westport. 
Dave Gregorski:  Copper Ring with Stones – Dave thinks it was found at a Bristol park. Important thing is 
that it is worth a silver quarter. 

  Toy Roger Moyles Miniature Tomahawk 
  Dave Gregorski Humber "Hawk" car from Poland, Late 1940's 
  Chris Kutschker Motorcycle 
  No Name Airplane 
 Military Keith Massimino Civil War "I" Infantry Button 
  Joe Waldron Musket Ball 
 Other Ken Gudernatch Colonial Great Coat Button with Design 
  Richard Lipka Rifle 
  Chris Lennox Pocket Knife 
  Steve Beauregard ALA Plate 
  Bob Cwikla Lantern Knob - Patent Date April 10, 1868 
  No Name Hash Pipe 
  Everett Berube Tag 

RELIC    

  Vince DiBattista $10 Bill 
  Roger Moyles Old Bottle 

  Richard Lipka Sunkist Soda Bottle 

  Betty Choquette Horseshoe Crab 

  Michel Choquette Plastic Nickle 
  Chris Kutschker Green Beach Glass 

NON METAL    



- 8 - 

November 
 

                2009 Y.T.C. Christmas Party!                          
 

Date/Time:  Tuesday, Dec. 8, at  6 P.M.                             
 
Place: the usual meeting place - family welcome. 
 
Beverage: Coffee and soft drinks provided (NO ALCOHOL 
allowed) 
 
Food: Cold-cut/sandwich platter provided… 
 
AND... Please bring a dish (hot dishes, ‘finger food’, salads, 
desserts) - please call or e-mail Dave Gregorski (860-742-5836, 
DGRookie@sbcglobal.net) to see what is needed. Warming pots/
trays will be very helpful, but ‘hot’ dishes must be brought hot.  
 
Grab-bag (“Chinese” style) - Value, minimum $10. - NO liquor, 
batteries, or flashlights, please; preferably detecting-related (coins, 
display cases, equipment, etc.), but can be other (lotto tickets, etc.). 
Wrap your gift!   And be sure it is suitable for either gender.  
     Be fair - shop as if you were getting your own gift. 

NO Find of the Month for December!  

In keeping with Y.T.C.’s Christmas tradition, there will be no 
FOTM at the December meeting. We will be celebrating the 

Holiday season with our party (see above).  
Finds made between the November and January meetings 

should be presented at the January 13 meeting. Challenge 
items for 2009 are eligible only if found by the last day of 

2009.  

 STOP 
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 YANKEE TERRITORY COINSHOOTERS 
P.O. Box 1811 
HARTFORD, CT 06144-1811 

MEMBER’S BENEFITS: 
- Monthly Y.T.C. Newsletter, Probe. 
- Current information pertaining to Metal Detecting. 
- Guest speakers and up to date reports on new detectors/equipment. 
- Membership silver drawing, complementary refreshments and 50/50   
     raffle at monthly meetings. 
- Various ‘Fun Hunts’ (natural finds) and planted hunts. 
- Find of the Month contest with prizes. 
- Yearly four-level Challenge with prizes for each and all levels. 
- Membership in the Federation of Metal Detector Archaeological Clubs [FMDAC] 
 (Included for an additional $5.00 fee with paid Y.T.C. membership.) 
Meetings are held at 6:30 P.M. at the East Hartford Public Library - 
   840 Main St., East Hartford, CT (usually the 2nd Tuesday of the month) 
For information call Vincent DiBattista at 1-860-666-0270 or  Dave Gregorski  at  1-860-742-5836 
                        Email: VDiBattist@sbcglobal.net              dgrookie@sbcglobal.net 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

2010 APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP: 

NAME: ___________________________________________    PHONE _____________________ 

ADDRESS: __________________________________________________ 

TOWN: ____________________________________   STATE: _____     ZIP: ____________ 

E-MAIL ADDRESS: ______________________________________ 

Can this information be shared with members? Yes ___  No ___ 

What are your other interests? __________________________________________________________ 
Do you wish to receive the ‘in advance Email ONLY’ copy of the Probe or a 
                         hard copy on meeting night?     Email copy ____ Hard copy _____ 
Dues are due January 1st of each year. 
$20.00 per year for the 1st Family Member (after July 1, $10.00) 
$10.00 per year for the 2nd Family Member (after July 1, $6.00) - Name:________________________ 

$ 3.00 per year for each additional Family Member - Name(s): ________________________________ 
FMDAC - $5 ____       Visitors are welcome for 3 meetings prior to joining Y.T.C.   
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UPCOMING EVENTS/HUNTS 

November 22 (Sunday) - Coin Show @ the Polish National Home, 60 Charter Oak Ave., Hartford. 
Free admission and parking - call 203-877-1680 (Ed Doran) for details.  Doors open at 9 A.M. 

Y.T.C. Christmas Party - Tuesday, Dec. 8; see page 8 for details. 

Another Legend of Dudleytown 
 
Although the last resident of Dudleytown came to the deserted and overgrown village only in the summer, his 
story is in many ways the most bizarre of all. His name was Dr. William C. Clark and he was a prominent 
physician with a busy practice in New York City and a professorship at a city medical college. One day while he 
and his wife were scouting Litchfield County for a piece of property on which to build a country retreat, fate 
brought them to the old ghost town high above Cornwall Bridge. It was love at first sight  
Dr. Clark bought a great tract of land hard by Dark Entry Road, cleared a pleasant lot on a shady hillside, laid 
pipe to an icy, ever-flowing spring at the crest of the hill and built a rustic cabin from the hemlock he had cleared 
from this land. Although he may have wondered why he was unable to employ any local labor to assist him in 
constructing his dream hideaway, Dr. Clark enjoyed the hard physical labor -- and never asked questions. 
Finally, down by the brook at the foot of his hill, he prepared a swimming pool, with banks of thick, green moss 
and crystal water which he was delighted to share with the gleaming brook trout which swam there. When it was 
completed and his beautiful wife joined him for a first satisfying splash, the Clarks agreed that this was as close 
to heaven as either of them was likely to come. Even the owls high in the overarching trees seemed to share their 
delight.  
For many summers, as local residents waited for the old Dudleytown jinx to show itself, the Clarks found 
nothing but peace, rest and happiness at their camp in the woods. Then one day, quite unexpectedly, it happened. 
Dr. Clark was called back to the city on some medical emergency or another. They say that as he and his wife 
waited at the station for the train which would take him away, Mrs. Clark clung to him tightly, begging him to 
return to her at the earliest possible moment. Witnesses reported that as the train pulled out, the doctor's wife 
stood for a very long time, looking down the track toward the departing train, before slowly moving to return to 
her lonely "Owlsbury" cottage. 
Dr. Clark completed his business in New York in short order, returning to Cornwall within thirty-six hours. But 
when nobody met him at the station, he hurriedly walked to the opening at Dark Entry Road and plunged into the 
shadowy woods. Except for the hooting of owls, all was quiet as he entered the clearing where his summer 
cottage stood. No sign of life greeted him as he ran, terrified, across the lawn to the cabin. But as he pushed open 
the front door, which had been left slightly ajar, he heard a sound that he would never forget. From an upstairs 
room came the maniacal, uncontrolled laughter of one who had taken leave of her senses. During his absence, 
his wife had gone quite mad.  
Some seventy years have passed since Dr. Clark put a padlock on the last inhabited house in Dudleytown and 
returned to the city. No one today remembers the exact location of the old farmhouses or the graves where so 
many heroes and victims lie buried. An occasional curiosity-seeker will make his or her way along the 
overgrown rocks that mark the last vestige of Dark Entry Road, poke around in some cellar holes full of 
decaying debris, take a few snapshots that somehow never come out, because even at high noon on a sunny day 
it is too dark in Dudleytown. But the folks who live in the shadow of the ghost town on the hill know that the 
only thing permanent about the place are specters from the past, the mourning owls, and, of course, the legend of 
the Dudleytown curse.  
Legendary Connecticut: Traditional Tales of the Nutmeg State by David E. Philips 
 
[Ed. note - metal detecting at this location has been forbidden for some time now. Many say the ghosts are real.] 
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Volume 34                    Issue 12           December, 2009 

Official Newsletter Of 

YANKEE  TERRITORY 
COINSHOOTERS 

Website: www.YankeeTerritoryCoinshooters.com 

FOUNDED JANUARY 1976 
Articles May Be Copied Provided Credit Is Given The Author and YANKEE TERRITORY COINSHOOTERS 

Yankee Territory Coinshooters 
P.O. Box 1811 
Hartford, CT  06144-1811 

MEETING PLACE:          EAST HARTFORD PUBLIC LIBRARY 840 MAIN ST. TIME 6:30 PM BUSINESS MEETING 7:00PM 

 
NEXT MEETING: 

 January 12,         
 2010 

Club news - see page 4.  
‘Helpful hints’...from our members! On pages 8, 9. 

Memory time...page 10. 

FIRST CLASS 

MEMBER FEDERATION OF METAL DETECTOR & ARCHEOLOGICAL CLUBS, INC. 
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 Minutes of Yankee Territory Coinshooters meeting, November 10, 2009 

The monthly meeting was called to order at 7:02 pm with 53 members and 4 guests present, 3 of which became members. A 
warm welcome to our new members Francine Blais, Dan Wright, and Mike Cencia who had actually joined at the 
Hammonassett hunt. 
A moment of silence for our military troops was observed. 
The Secretary’s report for October 2009 was accepted as printed in the November 2009 Probe. The Treasurer’s report was 
accepted as read, with a balance of $1,883.66 and a silver inventory of $30.50 face value, with a purchase cost of $215.20 
including 3 silver dollars. 

Announcements and Correspondence: 
Anyone wishing to purchase a YTC name tag, please see Richard MacRobbie, the cost is $6.00. 
Rick Browne’s History of the Club (plus site locations) DVD is available. The cost is $10.00. 
Old Business: 
There is no news on the Pequot Museum hunts. 
Vince is going to check with Rick Brown on the status of the club’s diamond tester. 
The drawing for the rock tumbler will be held at the Christmas party. 

Bob Ellis has donated the book titled  “Whitman Encyclopedia of Colonial and Early American Coins” by Q. David Bowens. 
He donated the book to the club with the stipulation that it is not to be a reference book so members can check it out. 
Everyone was reminded again to “PLEASE” refrain from talking during the meeting because people cannot hear what is being 
discussed. If you need to talk, please do so outside.  

Paul Lavery gave a report on the hunt in Old Wethersfield. Approximately 20 people participated. They did not find much. 

Vince gave a report on the Hammonassett planted hunt. Thanks to Dave Gregorski for being hunt master and all those 
volunteers who pitched in to help. The Indian was not drawn. 

The annual Christmas party will be held Tuesday December 8th, 2009.  Betty Choquette is bringing the meat and cheese platter.  
Richard MacRobbie is bringing the drinks.  Keith Massimino is bringing the condiments and paper goods.  Ginger Stewart is 
bringing coffee.  Everyone was reminded that if you wish to participate in the ‘Chinese Auction’ grab bag, it is a $10.00 
minimum. Your gift should be preferably (but not necessarily) metal detector related. PLEASE, no fake lottery tickets. 

New Business: 
Donations to charities will be discussed at the January 2010 meeting. In the past the club has donated to the Warehouse Point 
Children’s Home and to Camp Courant. 
Matt Dakin donated a new book to the library titled “A Guide Book Of United States Coins 2009” by R.S. Yeoman with the 
stipulation that it not be a reference book. Thanks, Matt! 

It was requested that if any member hears about a member’s death or family sickness, to please notify someone on the 
board so that a card can be brought to the next meeting for members to sign. 

Ginger Stewart reminded everyone that they need to refrain from going for seconds and thirds when there are 
refreshments available at the meeting, until everyone has had the chance to get their first helping. 
Matt Dakin brought in some family letters from 1899 along with an 1899 uncirculated five-dollar bill that he found as he was 
going through some boxes of family photos and letters. 
Dave Gregorski asked that members email him to let him know what dish they are bringing to the Christmas party. 
Everyone as reminded that if they are going out into the woods they need to wear orange jackets and hats because of hunting 
season (though hunting is not allowed on Sundays). 
SPEAKER:  There was not a guest speaker this month. 
DRAWINGS: 
Joe Waldron won the 50/50 raffle. Steve Gudernatch and Auralie LaChance won the silver dollar raffle. 
Joe Waldron won the attendance drawing. 
Bill Wright held the FOM. Richard MacRobbie complete Challenge Level 2. Ken Gudernatch and Jeff Pelletier completed 
Challenge level 3. 
Meeting was adjourned at 9:03 pm.   Respectfully submitted, Jim LaChance 
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                            YTC Officers 
 
President,  Bob Friese                      860-830-0541
             {scubaisus@aol.com}            
Vice President,  Ken Gudernatch     860-568-3464 
  
{VicePresident@Yankeeterritorycoinshooters.com} 

Recording Secretary - Jim LaChance 

        860-741-7551    {lachance.jim@gmail.com} 
                                     
Treasurer, Vince DiBattista              860-666-0270 
          {VDibattist@sbcglobal.net } 
 
Newsletter, Dave Gregorski               860-742-5836 
                                  {DGRookie@sbcglobal.net} 

Yankee Territory Coinshooters 
Code of Ethics 

Respect the rights and property of others. 
Never destroy historical or archeological artifacts. 
Observe all laws, whether national, state, or local. 
Aid law enforcement officials whenever possible. 

Leave the land and vegetation as it was. 
FILL IN ALL HOLES. 

Remove all trash and litter, take it with you when you 
leave. 

Remember that all coinshooters may be judged by the 
example YOU set. Always conduct yourself with 

courtesy and consideration toward others. 

T.C.  Metal Detectors 
Authorized dealer for Fisher, Tesoro, Minelab, 
Garrett, Troy, Bounty Hunter, Detectorpro, 

Whites, Lesche, RTG, and more 

Tony Cwikla, 53 Hartford Ave.,  
Granby, CT  06035 

860-844-1218 or  860-916-2506 
{30+ years experience, oldest, largest dealer in the area} 

Member: Y.T.C., FMDAC 
Special discounts for members! 

FAX: 860-627-0593;  e-mail:  
CAPACTION@aol.com 

 
We also carry a full line of books, digging tools, sand 
scoops, headphones, extra coils, bags, pouches, etc. 

 
- We use what we sell and give expert advice free of charge. - 

Why not come in and see what we’re finding !! 

METAL DETECTORS and ACCESSORIES  

J & E ENTERPRISES of  
S. Yarmouth  

Factory Authorized Dealer for Fisher, Garrett, 
Minelab, Tesoro, & Whites. Coiltek coils, Covers, 
Headphones, Beach & Water Scoops, Books, Etc., 

Eleanor Hube, 54 Old Main St. at Forest Rd. 
South Yarmouth, MA 02664 

1-508-760-2100 
e-mail,  jetrhub2@gmail.com 

(Founding member of Yankee Territory Coinshooters) 

SALES, SERVICE & RENTALS 
Accepts Discover, Mastercard and Visa 

Will ship UPS 

(Special consideration for Y.T.C. members.) 
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 Club Outing Report 
After a couple aborted attempts, the club was 
finally able to detect some private land in the 
Wethersfield Meadows (November 8th). There 
were many acres of farm land, and a bit of light 
woods. 

Around 20 members showed up (I was not able 
to make it). There were few, if any, good targets 
in the fields. But Paul Lavery (our host) did 
detect the wooded area, and came up with 4 large 
coppers in one hole!  

One never knows how an ‘unknown’ site will 
turn out - but I was excited about it and 
disappointed I couldn’t make it. It’s in part the 
‘promise’ and possibilities of a new site that are 
exciting. Thanks to Paul for doing the legwork in 
getting us permission to detect there.     Dave G. 

A Change… 
  I have had the privilege and enjoyment of 
being your newsletter editor for 10 years. 
Though the interest and passion for writing 
still burns within, (truthfully, sometimes it 
only smolders), it is time for me to ‘retire’ 
from that job. It’s not often I hear that 
‘still, small voice’ within, but this is one of 
those times, and I’ve learned to trust it. 
That makes ‘letting go’ a bit easier.  
  As with any important change, there are 
feelings involved, and certain unknowns. 
At times I know I’ll miss doing the job. 
Though I still enjoy the work, maybe there 
also will be some ‘relief’ – no more 
newsletter deadlines! (I will continue 
getting the printing/mailing done.) And the 
free time and energy I’m gaining I think 
I’ll somehow put back into the club…not 
sure just how, though. Maybe some kind 
of ‘club emissary’. I know I’ll still pen an 
article now and then. 
  What is not an ‘unknown’, is that Rick 
Browne agreed to be your new Editor, on 
an interim basis, and that he will continue 
with what I think is the high quality of our 
newsletter. (He was the editor before me.) 
Please support him with your ideas, and 
articles of interest, found and/or written by 
you. 
  Being editor has meant more to me than 
you can know. It gave my creativity a 
voice, and challenged me to learn the 
rudiments of ‘publishing’ and PC work 
(Rick was my teacher when he 
relinquished the job to me, and has been an 
ongoing support. My sincere thanks to 
him, and to all who’ve helped me over the 
years.) I put a lot of myself into my writing 
– the Probe gave me that opportunity, and 
I’ll always be grateful. 

  Dave Gregorski 

Awards Changes 
Your Board of Directors has decided on a few 
increases. For the Attendance Drawing (you must 
have an official form of ID), if the first name 
drawn is in attendance, 3 silver dimes will be 
awarded (instead of a silver quarter). Otherwise, 
the second name drawn will receive 2 silver 
dimes (another change). If that person is not 
present, names will be drawn until there’s one 
present – and he/she will get a silver dime. 
 For the Find of the Month, the Consolation Prize 
winner will get 3 silver dimes (instead of a silver 
quarter). So keep filling the columns with your 
dug items for our viewing pleasure, and it will 
increase your chances of taking home some 
silver! (Last month a ‘junk’ ring got me a silver 
quarter!  Ed.) 
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The Popularity of Charm Bracelets Comes and Goes 
 
 Charm bracelets seem to be a new idea about every 50 years. Charms were worn on the wrist 
or with a neck chain by cavemen, Romans and the knights of the Middle Ages. They were also 
used to ward off danger and disease. By the Middle Ages, the wealthy were educated enough to 
ignore some of the old superstitions that called for charms. Just in case, the uneducated still 
wore charms. 
 
 Charm bracelets with small, decorative gold or silver ornaments became popular in the late 
1800s. Queen Victoria of England wore a bracelet with many tiny lockets holding family 
pictures. By the early 1900s, charm bracelets were out of style. The rage began again in the 
1940s. The bracelet started as a link chain, with charms added for special events. Children were 
given tiny gold hearts, ballerinas or working spinning wheels. Women started collecting larger 
and larger charms. 
 
 By the 1950s, a charm could be the size of a silver dollar. A completed bracelet had as many 
charms as could be attached to the link bracelet (there were usually about 10 or more). The 
bracelets reflected the owner's interests. Sometimes they had travel charms that were small 3-D 
representations of the Eiffel Tower or the Statue of Liberty. Special-event charms included a 
page of a calendar with a diamond set on the owner's birth date or even a wedding bell for an 
anniversary. Many special bracelets were filled with service-related charms like miniature 
insignias or miniature uniform caps during World War Il. 
 
 By the 1970s, charms jangled and distracted many people, so plain gold chains became the 
new fashion. Charm bracelets were put away. It was not until 2000 that the bracelets came 
back, with examples in gold, silver or costume jewelry. Old bracelets appeared in antiques 
stores, and single charms became big sellers. A new type of charm bracelet, made of individual 
clip-together links, was introduced. Look for old charms or charm bracelets of gold, silver, 
Bakelite or plated metal. Costume-jewelry examples by name designers are almost as high-
priced as those made of gold. 
 
 ANTIQUES 
Ralph & Terry Koval  
 

NON METAL

 

  Keith Massimino 1870's Cough Medicine Bottle 

  Ray Dapkus 
Pro - Style All Motion Comfort Docker Mens 

Shoe 

  Ken Gudernatch Plastic Finger Ring 
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Bold, italics indicates the 
winners - submitted by Bill 
Wright, November, 2009 

 Gold/Silver   

Pre 1900  Michel Choquette 1773 Half Reale 

  Bruce Prindle 1894 S Barber Half 

Post 1899  Jeff Pelletier 1917 Standing Liberty Half 

  Dave Gregorski 1944 Mercury Dime 
  Keith Massimino 1917 Standing Liberty Half 

  Roger Moyles 1943 Quarter, 2 Wheat Cents Same Hole 

  Darren Wright 1936 Standing Liberty Half 

 Other   

Pre 1900  Bob Ellis 1868 Nickel 3 Cent 

  Ken Gudernatch 1873 Indian Head Cent 

Post 1899  Mike Cencia 1937 Buffalo Nickel 

  Matt Dakin 1900 Indian Head Cent 

 Token/medal Vince DiBattista Replica of Continental Dollar 

  Bob Cwikla $1 Menter Clothing Token 

  Richard Walauski 1863 Flag of Our Union Token 

  Pete Burch Chucky Cheese 

COIN    

 Gold Ken Gudernatch 10k White Gold Tennis Bracelet  

  Mike Cencia 14K White Gold Wedding Band 

 Silver Vince DiBattista Monogrammed Sterling Compact 
  Michel Choquette Silver Ring 

  Mike Giannetti Silver Ring 

  Matt Dakin Sterling Childs Ring 

  Everett Berube Silver Charm 

  Richard Walauski Silver Navajo Bracelet with Turquoise 

  Roger Moyles Sterling Victorian Broach 

  Joe Waldron Sterling Silver Cross 

 Other Phil Skewes Guitar Pendant 
  Dave Gregorski Inlaid Ring 

JEWELRY    
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By Bill Wright 

Michel Choquette:  1773 Half Reale – Michel found this the day of the meeting. He hopes to find more old 
coins at this location. 
Jeff Pelletier:  1917 Standing Liberty Half – Jeff found this at a depth of 8 inches at an early 1900’s resort. 
Bob Ellis:  1868 Nickel 3 Cent – This was the first Nickel 3 cent coin for Bob after finding several silver 3 
cents. It was in a farm field at a spot that Bob has gone over many times. 
Mike Cencia: 1937 Buffalo Nickel – This was Mike’s first Buffalo Nickel, found in a field. 
Vince DiBattista:  Replica of Continental Dollar – This was found in a private lot near a lake. Vince realized 
right away that it was a replica. 
Ken Gudernatch:  10K White Gold Tennis Bracelet – Ken was on his way to the ocean when he spotted a 
drained lake. This was the third or fourth target. 
Vince DiBattista:  Monogrammed Sterling Compact – This was at a depth of 10 inches in the same lot that 
produced the replica Continental dollar. 
Phil Skewes:  Guitar Pendant – This was a playscape, woodchips find at a school yard for Phil. 
Roger Moyles:  Pirat Cap Gun – Roger found this at a house in Durham that was built in 1732. 
Vince DiBattista:  Army Air Corps Command Pilot Wings – This was the last signal of the day at the same 
lot for Vince. 
Bill Wright:  Civil War Era Suspender Buckle – This was the only find of the day at the location of a cellar 
hole. 
Keith Massimino:  1870’s Cough Medicine Bottle – Keith found this along with many other bottles in a 
bottle dump where 2 stone walls came together. 
Darren Wright:  Paul Krestoff, Manchester, CT ID Tag – Darren found this along with a Standing Liberty 
Half at a partially drained pond. 
Michel Choquette:  Unfinished Fork – Michel found this in front of an old school. 
Bob Cwikla:  Navy Button possibly Revolutionary War Era – This was found in a field where Bob found a 
Connecticut Copper the previous month.  

 Toy Roger Moyles Pirate Cap Gun 
  Jeff Pelletier 2 Lead Indians 
  Pete Burch Toy Plane 
    
 Military Vince DiBattista Army Air Corps Command Pilot Wings 

 President's Award Bob Cwikla 
Navy Button - Possible Revolutionary War 

Era 
  Bruce Prindle Episcopal Academy of Cheshire Button 
    
 Other Bill Wright Civil War Era Suspender Buckle 

 Consolation Prize Darren Wright 
ID Tag - Paul Krestoff, 43 School St., 

Manchester 
  Ken Gudernatch 2005 Medallion for Hartford Half Marathon 
 President's Award Michel Choquette Unfinished Fork 
  Dan Wright Fork 
  Matt Dakin Masonic Fob 
  Ray Dapkus Colonial Heel Plate for Shoe 

RELIC    
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YTC Knowledge Exchange a Success! 
 
If you were not at the September club meeting, you missed out on one of the key benefits to being a YTC 
member, that is of course our members and the vast knowledge they possess in regards to metal 
detecting.  The September program called on our members to share some of that knowledge, specifically 
relating to detecting items and accessories.  Eight of our members stepped up and passed on some 
valuable information.  Below is a list of the members that shared and a recap of what they talked about.  
A special thanks to them for making the first “YTC Knowledge Exchange” a success. 
 
  Rick Browne – Detecting Tool Kit - Rick brought in his detecting tool kit filled with a 
vast array of items, tools, cleaners, and other miscellaneous material he uses to clean his 
finds, maintain his equipment, and help keep him doing what he loves best, water 
walking! Having them all organized in one place and portable is the key.  Of particular 
interest was a pair of hand crafted metal rods he uses to help repair the many gold and silver rings he 
finds. He also showed off his electrolysis kit, and a rig he put together to help press in those pesky rod 
pins that can get stuck on water detectors.   Thanks Rick!  

 
 
  Michel Choquette – Vibra-probe Pinpointer – Michel brought in his trusty pin-
pointer and spoke to it’s ability, depth, and durability.  The probe is a pulse induction 
(PI) mini-metal detector which allows it to have disproportionate depth for its size.  
Michel reported getting nearly 2-3” of depth off of the tip of the probe.  It is 

manufactured by Treasure Products out of Simi Valley CA and its base retail cost is $149.95.  
 
 
  Matthew Dakin – Propper BDU pants – Matt brought in a couple pairs of his Battle 
Dress Uniform pants he uses while detecting.  Not liking the lack of flexibility of regular 
blue jeans, and worried about durability issues your run-of-the-mill pants may provide 
and given his pension for dirt digging Matt decided military grade gear was the way to 
go. The 60/40% cotton/polyester blend is rugged enough for detecting in all conditions.  
He uses them year round and finds them comfortable in 100 degree weather as well as 
when the temperature falls below freezing. The brand name is Propper, you can purchase 
them online or find them at your local Army Navy surplus store for $25-$35. 
                                                                                                                      
 

  
   Ray Dapkus – Blaze Orange Clothing – Ray brought in some very bright hunting 
coats he uses while detecting cellar holes in the woods.  He noted that especially 
during hunting season it is important to be visible.  Hunters are required to wear a 
certain square inch total of this material at all times.  It’s a good idea for us to do as 
well.  He mentioned that you can buy some fairly affordable blaze orange clothing at 
Cabela’s. 
 

 
 

{Continued on page 9} 
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  David Gregorski – Long handled digging trowel – Dave 
spoke about the benefits in having a long handled digging 
trowel.  Specifically about its ability to provide leverage [aka 
‘mechanical advantage’] to unearth those deep targets, as well 
as its durability.  The make and model he advocates is the 
Wilcox Model 300, a 22” stainless steel digging machine!  
Most detecting stores offer this model, which will run you around $15-$20. 

 
 
   
Ken Gudernatch – Pinpointing without a pinpointer – Ken demonstrated a simple way 
to pinpoint without using a pinpointer.  During the course of the year, especially 
detecting beaches, Ken finds numerous plastic sand shovels. One simple way to find your 
target [especially when it is very small] is to scoop up dirt/sand from your hole using a 
plastic (non-metal) scoop. You can then wave the scoop over the coil of your detector, if 

it sounds off, you now have a small amount to sift through to find your target. 
 
   
 
 
 
 
  Richard Noble – Garrett Pro-Pointer – Richard spoke highly of his Garret Pro-Pointer hand held 
pinpointer. On top of its nearly a 3” depth capability, it has many additional features that adds to his 
detecting capabilities. Of note was a built in scraper that helps him sift through dirt to quicken target 
recovery. Also, there is a built in LED light that helps illuminate those deep holes we all hope we’re 
digging! He also likes the fact that it detects not only on the tip, but up a portion of the shaft.  This 
allows him to scan the sides of his hole to better locate those off-center targets. 

 
   
 
 
 
 

  Dave Payton – Tick-borne diseases – Are you thinking Lyme Disease right now??  If so, you should 
be thinking of Lyme disease, babesiosis, ehrichliosis, Rocky Mountain Spotted Fever, anaplasmosis, 
Southern Tick-Associated Rash Illness, Tick-Borne Relapsing Fever, and tularemia. Dave shared his 
personal experience with doctors who have a lack of experience in diagnosing the various diseases one 
may contract from a tick bite. Most doctors will only test for Lyme disease, but as Dave’s near fatal 
experience shows if we are exhibiting some of the symptoms of Lyme disease we should request that 
we be tested for all them. Don’t make the mistake after being tested for Lyme disease in thinking you 
have been tested for “tick-borne diseases” - you may be steering your Doctor in the wrong direction.  
Thanks Dave for this very informative discussion.   
 
[And thanks to Matt Dakin for a superlative synopsis of this meeting program! He also took the time to 
get these great pictures of the items talked about.  Ed. ] 
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UPCOMING EVENTS/HUNTS 

Feb. date? (Sunday) - Coin Show @ the Polish National Home, 60 Charter Oak Ave., Hartford. 
Free admission and parking - call 203-877-1680 (Ed Doran) for details. Doors open at 9 A.M. 

BONE 17 - April 23-25; details in future Probes                          

Memories, for Some... 
Some parents NEVER! owned their own house, wore  Levis, set foot on a golf course, traveled out of 
the country or had a credit card. They had something called a revolving charge card. The card was good 
only at Sears Roebuck. Or maybe it was Sears & Roebuck. Either way, there is no Roebuck anymore. 
Maybe he died. 
My parents never drove me to soccer practice. This was mostly because we had never heard of soccer. I 
had a bicycle that weighed probably 50 pounds, and only had one speed (slow). 
We didn't have a television set in our house until I was five. It was, of course, black and white. I was 13 
before I tasted my first pizza. It was called 'pizza pie.' When I bit into it, I burned the roof of my mouth 
and the cheese slid off, swung down, plastered itself against my chin and burned that, too. It's still the 
best pizza I ever had. 
We didn't have a car until I was four. It was a black Dodge, four door sedan. I never had a telephone in 
my room. The only phone in the house was in the living room and it was on a party line. Before you 
could dial, you had to listen and make sure some people you didn't know weren't already using the line. 
Pizzas were not delivered to our home. The milk man and the bakery man came three times a week. 
Mail came twice a day and stamps were three cents. All newspapers were delivered by boys and all 
boys delivered newspapers. My brother delivered a newspaper six days a week. It cost seven cents a 
paper, of which he got to keep two cents. He had to get up at 6AM every morning. On Saturday, he had 
to collect the 42 cents from his customers. His favorite customers were the ones who gave him 50 
cents  and told him to keep the change. His least favorites were the ones who seemed to never be home 
on collection day. 
 Movie stars kissed with their mouths shut. At least, they did in the movies. Touching someone else's 
tongue with yours was called French kissing and they didn't do that in movies. I don't know what they 
did in French movies. French movies were dirty and we weren't allowed to see them. 
If you grew up in a generation before there was fast food, you may want to share some of these 
memories with your children or grandchildren.  Just don't blame me if they bust a gut laughing. 
   Growing up isn't what it used to be, is it?               [Thanks to Nancy Webb for sharing this.  Ed.] 

The above ‘nostalgia’ reminds me that the Winter holidays are much about that...memories of 
the past that may be rosier than the actuality. (E.g., the milk sometimes froze, cars never ran 
well, and watching TV needed an imagination because of the poor reception!) Yet for me, 
Christmas evokes ’warm fuzzies’, and always will. Santa, carols, decorations, food aromas, etc., 
are all are part of  a spirit that is inside me and within others.  
Be aware of who you are, what you need, and of the needs of others. Balance in ‘giving and 
taking’ is important. Sharing yourself even in the most simple ways can be such a gift. Be well.  
I hope your Holidays are warm, loving, and memorable.    Dave Gregorski 
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