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2007 Jack Hube Memorial Polar Bear Hunt! 

Richard MacRobbie is again running this annual winter hunt. It is a planted hunt, with coins and 
various tokens (redeemable for many nice prizes) planted in the sand. The date is Sunday, 
February 11, and it starts at 1 P.M., with registration beginning around noon (motor home in 
parking lot). Come earlier and help seed the sand. Current members only; hunt fee is only $8.        
See rules above.  

The hunt will be at Hammonassett State Park in Madison - look for signs at the rotary, re. 
which beach. Mac may postpone the hunt (same time, location) in case of severe weather. If in 
doubt re. weather, call Mac (742-0706), Dave Gregorski (742-5836), or Vince DiBattista (666-
0270). Rain/snow date is February 18.   [Tides that day are higher than normal.] 

Dress accordingly, long johns, boots, gloves and a hat are a must. Bring a snack and warming 
beverage. Watch your speed, State and Park police are usually set up this time of year on the access 
road. Good luck and see you there for the Indian’s chance to get out AGAIN (see above)!  

Story of ‘The Indian’ 

   A  Y.T.C. tradition may be somewhat of a mystery to newer members. You may have heard or 
read  references to “the Indian”. Yes, it is an Indian cent, but a very special one, that promises 
treasure. 

   Various members of our club (with a little assistance from our treasury) have filled a treasure 
chest with interesting and valuable goodies. At official club hunts (such as the upcoming Jack 
Hube Memorial Polar Bear Hunt), one token of the many planted, is designated as the ‘special’ one 
by the huntmaster. The lucky and/or skillful detectorist earns a shot at the contents of the chest. 

   Only it’s still not that easy. Initially, a blind draw is made, in an attempt to pick the Indian from 
among 10 pennies. If the Indian ‘comes out’, the treasure chest contents are awarded to the lucky 
drawer (and the chest remains with the club). If not, the drawn wheat cent is removed, improving 
the odds for a winner at the next hunt. This continues until the Indian is drawn, and then the contest 
is ‘reset’.  

   Of course, the pennies are disguised so one can’t ‘feel’ for the right one. Intuition can play a role, 
and a certain female member may be available for hire if you should want a good ‘picker’. The 
treasure chest is on display at every meeting. See below for how you can win its contents!  

‘Mac’ is still hoping for donations from club members for prizes. Contact him at 860-742-0706. The 
hunt will feature planted coins as well as tokens redeemable for prizes. The club forwards money for 
some purchases.   RULES:  Ordinary scoops will be allowed, along with small shovels and digging 
tools. Electronic pinpointers are fine, but a sand sifter of some sort will speed up your recovery.  Most 
targets should be no deeper than ~3 inches.  
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                            YTC Officers 
 
President, Chuck Anderson        860-944-9558 
           {nlsanderson@sbcglobal.net} 
         
Vice President,  Tony Cwikla        860-623-1153
    {CAPACTION@aol.com}
                             
Secretary, Mark Sutcliffe                  860-647-7541  
                                   {MSUTCL 1776@aol.com} 
 
Treasurer, Vince DiBattista              860-666-0270 
     {VDibattist@aol.com } 
 
Newsletter, Dave Gregorski               860-742-5836 
                                   {DGRookie@sbcglobal.net} 

Yankee Territory Coinshooters 
Code of Ethics 

Respect the rights and property of others. 
Never destroy historical or archeological artifacts. 
Observe all laws, whether national, state, or local. 
Aid law enforcement officials whenever possible. 

Leave the land and vegetation as it was. 
FILL IN ALL HOLES. 

Remove all trash and litter, take it with you when you 
leave. 

Remember that all coinshooters may be judged by the 
example YOU set. Always conduct yourself with 

courtesy and consideration toward others. 

T.C.  Metal Detectors 
Authorized dealer for Fisher, Tesoro, Minelab, 
Garrett, Troy, Bounty Hunter, Detectorpro, 

Whites, Lesche, RTG, and more 

Tony Cwikla, 23 Cornwall Drive,  
Windsor Locks, CT  06096 

860-623-1153 or  860-916-2506 
{29 years experience, oldest, largest dealer in the area} 

Member: Y.T.C., FMDAC 
Special discounts for members! 

FAX: 860-627-0593;  e-mail:  
CAPACTION@aol.com 

 
We also carry a full line of books, digging tools, sand 
scoops, headphones, extra coils, bags, pouches, etc. 

 
- We use what we sell and give expert advice free of charge. - 

Why not come in and see what we’re finding !! 

METAL DETECTORS and ACCESSORIES  

J & E ENTERPRISES of  
S. Yarmouth  

Factory Authorized Dealer for Fisher, Garrett, 
Minelab, Tesoro, & Whites. Coiltek coils, Covers, 
Headphones, Beach & Water Scoops, Books, Etc., 

Eleanor Hube, 54 Old Main St. at Forest Rd. 
South Yarmouth, MA 02664 

1-508-760-2100 
e-mail,  jetrhub2@verizon.net 

(Founding member of Yankee Territory Coinshooters) 

SALES, SERVICE & RENTALS 
Accepts Discover, Mastercard and Visa 

Will ship UPS 

(Special consideration for Y.T.C. members.) 

Happy New Year! 
May you have health and happiness, and 

wealth measured in meaningful ways. We 
hope that this wonderful hobby continues 
to give you pleasure, and may your ‘finds’ 

be plentiful and interesting.  
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 ‘Find of the Month’ Resumes 

Finds retrieved between the November and 
January meetings were displayed at the January 
meeting, and will be listed in the February Probe. 
Thereafter, the normal FOM schedule 
resumes...the February meeting will display the 
finds from the previous month, and so on. 

Obituary 
It is with deep regret that the Yankee 
Territory Coinshooters announces the passing 
of former member Donald R. Collins. Born 
December 30, 1961, the son of former 
members Bob and Rose Collins, he was a 
lifelong resident of East Hartford, and died 
on Wednesday, December 6th, 2006 at the age 
of 44. Donald was a member of Yankee 
Territory Coinshooters from 1994 to 2001.  
Older members will remember him as an 
affable, heavy-set, bearded man. In addition 
to metal detecting, he enjoyed attending flea 
markets and going to tag sales. 
Before his illness, he was employed by 
Liturgical Publications for more than 20 
years. In addition to his parents, he leaves a 
brother, Russell S. Collins and his wife, 
Catherine of Manchester; a sister, Gloria 
Dingee and her husband, Paul of East 
Hartford; and three nieces, Amber Rose 
Collins, Stacy and Ashley Dingee. 
A funeral service was held on December 9th, 
and he was buried in Wapping Cemetery, 
South Windsor. 
Memorial donations may be made to the 
American Cancer Society, PO Box 1004, 
Meriden, CT 06450. 
Expressions of sympathy may be addressed 
to his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Robert E Collins, 
39 Porter Street, East Hartford, CT 06118.  

Have You Found This Ring? 
Lost over 10 year ago at West Dennis beach - 
a 14K small pinky ring with the family coat 
of arms and a small diamond on it.  Family 
name is Gledhill and could have G.G. or 
Gertrude engraved inside.   
Maybe this woman will be lucky enough that 
one of our Y.T.C. members did find it.  The 
person to contact is Naomi Billings at 508-
394-1402.  Naomi called me thinking maybe 
a miracle could happen, as she saw a TV 
article about me and the Y.T.C. club.   

[From Eleanor Hube, club co-founder.] 

2007 Y.T.C. Challenge! 
The new list is out - see page 7. Copies will be 
available from Dave Gregorski at monthly 
meetings.  

You can win silver coins as prizes, by completing 
any level. Even a ‘bad’ detecting day (if there is 
such a thing) can be ‘saved’ by finding 
something on the list. Items are ‘balanced’, 
regarding the type of sites where they’re likely to 
turn up, and ‘levels’ increase in difficulty.  

Items will be verified by Dave at any meeting. 
He will retain a copy of your progress throughout 
the year. Participating can add an element of fun, 
to an already great hobby. And any level of 
detectorist is welcome to join in. Give it a chance 
- who knows what you may find? 
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Unpaid Dues? 
If your name is highlighted on the front 
mailing label, your dues payment for 2007 
has not been recorded as this Probe goes to 
press. What does this mean for you? 
 
1. This will be your last issue of Probe. 
2. You won’t be eligible for the Jack 
Hube Polar Bear hunt (or any other club 
hunts). 
3. As a non-Y.T.C. member, you no longer 
will have voting privileges. 
4. You’ll miss all kinds of fun and 
informative stuff. 
5. People will miss you. 
To avoid the above, send your $20 check 
($25 if joining FMDAC) right now (made 
out to Y.T.C.) to: 

Y.T.C. 
P.O. Box 1811 

Hartford, CT  06114-1811 
You may also pay at any Y.T.C. function - 
see Vince DiBattista, our treasurer. 

More on New U.S. $1 Coins 
   A follow-up to last month’s Probe article – 
four new $1 coins will be issued in  2007. They 
will have the same golden tone (at least for 
awhile) as the Sacagawea dollars, which will still 
be minted. 

   Following are the tentative dates when each 
coin will enter circulation: Feb. 16 - George 
Washington, May 18 – John Adams, early 
August – Thomas Jefferson, November – James 
Monroe. Let’s hope the ‘hoarders’ release a few 
of them, and others have them fall through their 
fingers, for us to find.  

Y.T.C. Christmas/Holiday Party 
There over 45 big and little people in attendance, on 
the evening of December 12. We were in the midst of 
a rather warm weather trend, but no one complained 
about that or the lack of snow. There were stories 
shared about recent detecting ‘finds’, as the ground 
most everywhere was still diggable. 
As usual, ‘Douglas the Fir’ greeted partygoers with 
his usual carols and banter…until someone pulled his 
plug. Festive garments brightened things up, and the 
food was wonderful. After a leisurely repast, tables 
and chairs were rearranged to allow space for the 
highlight of the evening, the ‘Chinese’-style grab bag. 
For the first dozen gifts or so, everyone was allowed 
to keep the gift they’d chosen and unwrapped. 
(Maybe it was a case of shyness?) That didn’t last 
long, however. No gift was safe – some tried to hide 
an item (from the ‘predators’), which they really 
wanted to keep. A few actually promoted items, so 
that they could draw another prize in place of it. One 
member set a new record, stepping up to the table 4-5 
times, after her gift had been absconded by someone. 
It was a wonderful evening, shared with friends. 
Thank you to all who came, brought food, helped 
with the planning, volunteered to help with set-up, 
food/drink/tableware purchase, etc.  
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AMAZINGLY SIMPLE HOME REMEDIES. 
  

1. If you are choking on an ice cube, don't panic. Simply pour a cup of boiling water down your 
throat and presto. The blockage will be almost instantly removed. 
  

2. Clumsy? Avoid cutting yourself while slicing vegetables by getting someone else to hold them 
while you chop away. 

3. Avoid arguments with the little woman about lifting the toilet seat by simply using the sink. 
  
4. For high blood pressure sufferers,: simply cut yourself and bleed for a few minutes, thus 
reducing the pressure in your veins. Remember to use a timer. 
  
5. A mouse trap, placed on top of your alarm clock, will prevent you from rolling over and going 
back to sleep after you hit the snooze button. 
  
6. If you have a bad cough, take a large dose of  laxatives, then you will be afraid to cough. 
  
7. Have a bad toothache? Smash your thumb with a hammer and you will forget about the 
toothache. 
  
Sometimes, we just need to remember what the rules of  life really are: 
 
You only need two tools: WD-40 and Duct Tape. If it doesn't move and should, use the WD-40. If 
it shouldn't move and does, use the duct tape. 
  
And Remember:   Everyone seems normal until you get to know them. 

February Speaker 
You won’t want to miss a return engagement in February by Tom Kunkler (who spoke on his gold 
detecting exploits at the October meeting). This time he is bringing bags of finds, some of value and 
some just plain interesting, from his detecting trips to Colchester, England. He told me that his last trip 
there, “…was terrific with finds back to BC. Found lots of silver and old coins and tokens along with 
relics Roman, Celtic and Saxon.” He added, “Just like finding nuggets, you get the same thrill from 
finding something that goes way back in history and if you are really lucky, you will find a national 
treasure. Not yet, but I am determined!” 

You can preview some of his finds on his web site: http://new.photos.yahoo.com/golden_tom/albums 
 
 Thomas A. Kunkler of Bristol is founder and President/CEO of TAK Enterprises, Inc., an ISO 

9001 certified company that has provided quality products and services to the wire and strip fabrication 
industry since 1981. In his personal life he is an avid detectorist, gold prospector, and relic hunter who 
has traveled widely in search of adventure. His success at detecting gold has earned him the nickname 
“Golden Tom.”       [Thanks to Mark Sutcliffe for the above, and for arranging Tom’s visit.] 
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A Wild Card item may be substituted for any other item in the same level.  
All items must be metal. 

A find may be used to satisfy only one item on the list. 
        PRIZES for completing: 
          Level 1     Silver Dime 
          Level 2     Silver Quarter  
Name _________________________________     Level 3    2 Silver Quarters 
          Level 4     Silver Half Dollar 
Challenge 2007  hunting dates  : Jan 1, 2007 - Dec. 31, 2007            All Levels    Silver Dollar 
 Each member wishing to participate receives a copy of the Challenge List and the “Challenge Manager” keeps a 
duplicate copy. At each club meeting, finds will be verified by the “Challenge Manager” (using club resources if 
needed) who will check off items on the master list. Items need not be brought in during the month of the ‘find’, 
but may not be carried over from one year to the next. Planted items from organized hunts DO NOT QUALIFY. 
Upon completion of each level, the prize for that level will be awarded at a club meeting. The “Challenge 
Manager”  (Dave Gregorski) is the final judge as to whether a find qualifies, and regarding other pertinent 
conflicts. 

Y.T.C. 2007 Challenge List 
Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 

Button Grommet/eyelet Gear Thimble 
Non-U.S. Coin Game or Trade Token Indian Head Cent Pre -1892 silver U.S. coin 

Key Paper clip/fastener Religious Medal ‘Tootsie Toy’ 

Washer Bullet Lead Toy gun (or part of) Gold Or Pt Jewelry with 
stones of 2 or more colors 

‘Eagle’ quarter (pre-1999) Silver Coin Gold Jewelry Small U.S. cent,  pre-1880 

Nut or bolt Pen/pencil 
(or part of) 

‘V’ nickel Or 
Silver ‘wartime’ nickel 

Dated object, pre-1930 
(not a coin or token) 

Fishing item 
(not a weight) 

Watch 
(or part of) 

Item depicting a living 
creature (not a U.S. coin, 

eagle, or bottle cap) 

Coins from 4 Different 
Countries  

(not U.S. or Canada) 

Wheat cent Silver Jewelry Dog license tag Foreign coin, pre-1935 

Toy  vehicle Buckle Barber Coin Crucifix/cross, any metal 

‘Junk’ jewelry Buffalo nickel U.S. Half dollar Lead figurine (or part of) 

Eating Utensil Lead fishing weight 
(one ounce or less) 

 

Colonial copper  Or 
U.S. Large Cent 

Shield nickel Or  half cent 
or U.S. 2- or  3-cent piece 

Shotgun/bullet casing 
Or  

20 coins in one day 

Hinge 
Or 

40  coins in one day 

Item with a Heart  
shape/design 

Or 
75 Coins in 1 Day 

Military button, medal, or 
pin 
Or 

100 Coins in 1 Day 

Wild Card  
‘Westward Journey’ nickel 

(2004-2006) 

Wild Card  
Zipper pull 

Wild Card  
U.S. $1 coin 

Wild Card  
Item with patent # / date 
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UPCOMING EVENTS/HUNTS 

Sunday, February 11 - Y.T.C. Polar Bear Hunt!  See page 2! 

February 25 (Sunday) - Coin Show @ the Polish National Home, 60 Charter Oak Ave., 
Hartford.  Free admission and parking - call 203-877-1680 (Ed Doran) for details.                          
Doors open at 9 A.M. 

Purple Heart Medal 
By Dave Gregorski 

   I found one in my favorite park, where I’ve spent at least 80 detecting hours over the past 5 years. I’d 
been following the shoreline of a small pond which was partially drained, but a huge downed tree 
blocked my progress. My only choice was to go around it, which meant dealing with a slope of around 
45 degrees – I mostly had to hold onto trees/vegetation to keep from sliding back down. 

   I had detected here before, precisely because of the difficult terrain. After all, who would be fool 
enough to swing a coil here? And it had paid off in a few silver coins and a nice Indian. So I was 
surprised to find the medal only 2 inches down. How did I miss it? Two possibilities – it is impossible 
to ‘pattern’ in this spot and I didn’t put my coil over it, or I thought it was a soda can and moved on. 
(The signal was extremely loud.) 

   Unlike many such medals, there was no name inscribed on the back. I learned that when many 
medals were given out at the same time, names were often omitted. The pin would have had an 
identifying number on it, but I found neither that nor the ribbon. So there was no chance to try to return 
it, even if the recipient were still alive (he would likely be in his 80’s. 

   How did it come to be where I found it? That’s always an interesting question when it comes to any 
old/interesting ‘finds’. One club member asked, how could anyone let their boy play with such a 
meaningful item? The answer is, they wouldn’t. My guess is that someone’s son secretly ‘borrowed’ 
the medal for playing ‘war games’, and lost it. I know when I realized what I had, I had feelings of my 
own – respect, sadness, and loss (I have 2 deceased uncles who earned a Purple Heart, and a third still 
living). No doubt the son (and later the father) had their own difficult feelings to deal with, around the 
loss of this special decoration/award. 

Whatizit? 
A club member (Rick Browne?) sent this pic to me, of a 
detected item. I actually happen to have one or more, from my 
days of fishing. It is an old spoon-type lure (you can almost 
make out the name). The single hook was soldered to the center 
hole, and the ‘business end’ protruded through the slot.     Ed. 
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Minutes of Yankee Territory Coinshooters meeting January 9, 2007: 
· The monthly meeting was called to order at 6:43 p.m. with 46 members and 2 visitors present. 
· There was no Secretary’s Report because no business was conducted in December. 
· The Treasurer’s Report was accepted as read with a balance of $2,930.94 plus silver inventory of $217.72 at purchase cost. 
Announcements and Correspondence: 
· Tony Cwikla brought in Garrett calendars for everyone who bought a raffle ticket. 
· We received a “thank you” note for the donation in memory of Donald Collins. 
· There will be a FOSA lecture on January 27th at Glastonbury High School on the archaeology of the Custer battlefield. 
Metal detectors were used there. 
· Mark Sutcliffe announced the FMDAC national election results: President, Vice President, and Treasurer remained the 
same. Incumbent Secretary Frank Colletti was unseated by challenger Dave Perry by two votes. An FMDAC hunt flyer was 
available and membership cards arrived for all members who paid their dues in December. 
· Paid-up YTC membership stood at 72. 
Old Business: 
· Tony Cwikla brought the t-shirts and hats for distribution to those who had ordered them. There are still some extras 
available. 
· Chuck Anderson announced that the November auction netted $510.25. 
· Chuck awarded a belated President’s Award to Mike Giannetti for a platinum ring he entered in F.O.T.M. in November. He 
found the ring on a day that he found gold, silver, and platinum jewelry. 
· The Early Dues Renewal Drawing was held: Craig Sims won a silver half-dollar for first prize. Ken Briody, Joe Waldron, 
Dennis Thorpe, Mike Giannetti, and Casey Capodicasa each won a silver dime. 
New Business: 
· A motion was made and approved to donate $150 to the East Hartford Public Library. 
· Huntmaster Richard MacRobbie announced that the annual Jack P. Hube Memorial Polar Bear Hunt would be held at 
Hammonassett Beach on February 11th, with February 18th as the rain or snow date. After much discussion over the amount 
of club subsidy, a motion was made and approved to advance $455 for the hunt. $200 is an advance for clad coins that will 
go into the ground and be repaid by hunt fees. $255 is the club subsidy of which $100 will be silver planted in the ground, 
$150 will be used for silver prizes, and $5 goes in the Treasure Chest. Mac announced that the hunt fee would be $10, 
however an $8 hunt fee had been published in the Probe because that was what it was last year. Discussion ensued. Mac said 
that his budget was predicated on a $10 hunt fee. A motion was made and approved to increase the club subsidy by $60 for 
clad coins to be planted in the ground. Donations are welcome. 
· A motion was made and approved to renew Jerry Burr’s honorary membership in appreciation of the Cash Bash, which has 
become the club’s de facto fall hunt. 
· Chuck announced that elections were coming up in March. Please consider running for office or taking on a volunteer 
position. 
· Mark announced that Tom Kunkler would be the February speaker, and he would talk about his detecting exploits in 
England. [Editor’s Note: he had to cancel due to business] 
· Dave Gregorski will speak in March. His topic will be “Do you need more than one detector?” 
· Jeweler Mike Russo is tentatively scheduled to make a return appearance in April. 
· Please forward ideas/dreams of places to have club outings to Dave Gregorski. Keep in mind that the club is willing to pay 
a modest fee for access to private grounds, farmland, resorts, campgrounds, fairgrounds, etc. that would otherwise be off-
limits. 
· Dave is the Huntmaster for a May hunt. Vince DiBattista and Mark Sutcliffe are assisting. 
· Dave presented the Challenge list for 2007. He announced that Bob Belrose and Mark Sutcliffe attained level 3; Ken 
Gudernatch attained Levels 1, 2, and 3; and Joe Waldron achieved Level 4, becoming the first person to attain all four levels 
in the history of the Challenge [or at least since he’s been a YTC member]! 
· After much discussion, no action was taken on making a charitable donation. The consensus was that if we get permission 
to detect a place that could benefit from a donation, we would consider making one at that time. 
· Tony Cwikla awarded prizes for the Wheat Penny Contest. There were 6 entries. Bob Belrose took the top prize, a $25 gift 
certificate to Tony’s shop, for finding 70 different dates and mintmarks. The other entrants each received $10 gift 
certificates. 
· The evening’s program was the Best Finds of 2006. Bill Wright talked about his son Darren’s cache of 6 Barber quarters, 
10 Barber dimes, and 10 V-nickels dated 1892-1907. Dave spoke of a “button field” that he discovered next to a playscape. 
Rick Browne showed off his half-pound gold chain and his first citron and peridot.  

{continued on page 5} 
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                            YTC Officers 
 
President, Chuck Anderson        860-944-9558 
           {nlsanderson@sbcglobal.net} 
         
Vice President,  Tony Cwikla        860-623-1153
    {CAPACTION@aol.com}
                             
Secretary, Mark Sutcliffe                  860-647-7541  
                                      {MSUTCL 1776@aol.com} 
 
Treasurer, Vince DiBattista              860-666-0270 
              {VDibattist@sbcglobal.net} 
 
Newsletter, Dave Gregorski               860-742-5836 
                                         {dgrookie@sbcglobal.net} 

Yankee Territory Coinshooters 
Code of Ethics 

Respect the rights and property of others. 
Never destroy historical or archeological artifacts. 
Observe all laws, whether national, state, or local. 
Aid law enforcement officials whenever possible. 

Leave the land and vegetation as it was. 
FILL IN ALL HOLES. 

Remove all trash and litter, take it with you when you 
leave. 

Remember that all coinshooters may be judged by the 
example YOU set. Always conduct yourself with 

courtesy and consideration toward others. 

T.C.  Metal Detectors 
Authorized dealer for Fisher, Tesoro, Minelab, 
Garrett, Troy, Bounty Hunter, Detectorpro, 

Whites, Lesche, RTG, and more 

Tony Cwikla, 23 Cornwall Drive,  
Windsor Locks, CT  06096 

860-623-1153 or  860-916-2506 
{29 years experience, oldest, largest dealer in the area} 

Member: Y.T.C., FMDAC 
Special discounts for members! 

FAX: 860-627-0593;  e-mail:  
CAPACTION@aol.com 

 
We also carry a full line of books, digging tools, sand 
scoops, headphones, extra coils, bags, pouches, etc. 

 
- We use what we sell and give expert advice free of charge. - 

Why not come in and see what we’re finding !! 

METAL DETECTORS and ACCESSORIES  

J & E ENTERPRISES of  
S. Yarmouth  

Factory Authorized Dealer for Fisher, Garrett, 
Minelab, Tesoro, & Whites. Coiltek coils, Covers, 
Headphones, Beach & Water Scoops, Books, Etc., 

Eleanor Hube, 54 Old Main St. at Forest Rd. 
South Yarmouth, MA 02664 

1-508-760-2100 
e-mail,  jetrhub2@verizon.net 

(Founding member of Yankee Territory Coinshooters) 

SALES, SERVICE & RENTALS 
Accepts Discover, Mastercard and Visa 

Will ship UPS 

(Special consideration for Y.T.C. members.) 

Our Condolences… 
...go out to Frank LeMasters, who 

recently lost his mother. Our 
thoughts and prayers are with him 

and his family. 
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For 2007 ‘Challenge’ Participants 

   The rules state – “A find may be used to satisfy 
only one item on the list.” That is true; however, 
I do allow items to be ‘switched’. (There are a 
number of items that can qualify for 2 or even 3 
columns/Levels.) I will explain. 

   Let’s say it’s early in the year, and with 
detecting limited, you are lucky to find a Barber 
quarter as your first silver coin of the year. And 
you have completed Level 1 (please refer to 
Challenge list) except for the ‘Eagle’ quarter. 
Well, you can use the Barber quarter to complete 
Level 1 (as it has an eagle on the reverse)! 

   Don’t cringe, this is not a ‘waste! I will award 
the Level 1 prize. Then when you get another 
‘Eagle quarter’, bring it to me along with the 
Barber. Your Level 1 will remain complete, but 
now you can use the Barber for Level 2, “Silver 
coin”, if needed. If/when you get another silver 
coin for Level 2, you can ‘move’ the Barber to 
Level 3. 

   Here’s another example: you find a fishing 
item, which you want to use for Level 1. Fine. 
However, the lure has a patent #/date on it. This, 
therefore, can also be used for Level 4, “Item 
with patent #/date”. Same deal – when you find 
another fishing item, bring it to me along with the 
first one, and you  will still have credit for a 
Level 1 item, plus now you can use the first lure 
find for Level 4. 

   Hope this isn’t too confusing – if in doubt, ask 
me (Dave Gregorski). And most important – I 
can’t remember all your past finds, so you MUST 
bring both items for my viewing, when 
requesting such a switch!   

2007 Challenge - a Request 
It’s much easier for me if you would bring in 
Challenge items ~ each month as you find them, so 
I can log them in. It doesn’t matter whether you 
have completed a Level.  I’m usually available 
before a meeting starts, then after the meeting. 

2007 Challenge - a Change 
In Level 3 - “Item depicting a living creature” - 
should read - (‘not a U.S. coin, eagle, bottle cap, 
or can.’) It’s too easy finding a beer can with a 
picture of a living creature on it.       Dave G. 

2006 Challenge Results 
Seventeen members attempted to win silver coins  
in this contest. Most succeeded. And a ‘first’ 
occurred, since I’ve been Challenge Manager - 
someone completed level 4 (and thus all 4 Levels), 
and won a silver half and silver dollar! That person 
was Joe Waldron, and he deserves congratulations 
for accomplishing something quite difficult.  
Here’s a list of those completing one or more 
Levels - congrats to all, and thanks for trying: 

Level 1 (silver dime):  Steve Beauregard, Bob 
Belrose, Ken Briody, Rick Browne, Bob Cwikla, 
Vince DiBattista, Mike Giannetti, Dave Gregorski, 
Ken Gudernatch, Richard MacRobbie, John 
McQueen, Phil Skewes, Mark Sutcliffe, Joe 
Waldron. 

Level 2 (silver quarter):  Steve Beauregard, Bob 
Belrose, Rick Browne,  Bob Cwikla, Vince 
DiBattista, Mike Giannetti, Dave Gregorski, Ken 
Gudernatch, Richard MacRobbie, John McQueen, 
Mark Sutcliffe, Joe Waldron. 

Level 3 (2 silver quarters): Bob Belrose, Mike 
Giannetti, Dave Gregorski, Ken Gudernatch, Mark 
Sutcliffe, Joe Waldron.    

Level 4 (silver half, + silver $1 for all 4 levels):                   
  Joe Waldron 
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Find of the Month – Important Rule 
Please look at how the ‘finds’ are divided (see 
page 6) – there are 3 sections - Coin, Jewelry, 
Relic. For each month, only one find is allowed 
in each of the three sections.  You must choose 
what to enter, and where.  
The FOM table (at the meetings) is divided in the 
same manner. To make it easier, Bob Cwikla has 
color-coded the 3 sections - blue, red, and gold. 
You will notice three columns/colors – only one 
find may be entered in  each ‘color’, each 
month. Please adhere to this rule, in fairness to 
other Y.T.C. members.  

Y.T.C. Hats & Shirts 
For those who have not paid for the items they 
ordered, the March meeting is the deadline for 
payment. After that, whatever you ordered will go 
into the general ‘pool’. Other members are ‘lined 
up’ for these ($10 each), as they are nice and of 
very good quality.  (See Tony Cwikla).  

March Meeting Program 
   Is owning/using just one detector enough for 
you? Perhaps you haven’t given this much 
thought. Dave Gregorski (who currently owns 
one for every day of the week, except for 
Sunday) will explore this topic.  
  P.S. We will be using the current meeting space 
at least until the May meeting. And once again, 
meetings begin at 6:30 P.M. ! 

2007 Wheat Penny Contest 
Tony Cwikla has decided to sponsor this 
again. Basically, keep your Wheaties 
separate - place those with different dates in 
folders for easy inspection (see Tony if you 
don’t have the latter). They may be proudly 
displayed at meetings.    
Those with different mint marks are 
considered a ‘different date’. Tony may 
come up with an added ‘wrinkle’ to the 
contest, so again, keep the coins separate. 

2006 ‘Wheatie’ Contest Results 
Several members had over 200 Wheat pennies 
for the year, with the winner, Bob Belrose, 
having 70 different dates. Next in line were 67, 
58, and 55 different. Tony Cwikla generously 
donated a $25 credit from his shop to the winner, 
and $10 each to the other contestants. 

Congrats to Bob - the Wheaties are out there! 
And as an ‘old saying’ goes - if you’re finding 
Wheaties, silver coins may be waiting in the 
weeds. 

‘Minutes’, continued 
John McQueen reported that he fell in love with 
cellar holes. Vince found his first large cent and 
seated liberty quarter. Mark’s best finds were an 
1848 large cent, a gold claddaugh ring, and a 
prehistoric quartzite knife blade. Chuck reported 
finding 82 coins in one hole on the beach. Ray 
Dapkus talked about some of the great relics he 
found. 
· Courtney McQueen was absent, so she missed 
winning two silver quarters in the Attendance 
Drawing. Ken Gudernatch picked up a silver dime 
instead. 
· Jeff Pelletier won the 50/50 Raffle for a club 
record amount. 
· Everett Berube won the 1889 Silver Dollar Raffle, 
Craig Sims won a 1964 proof set. 
· Consolation prizes were awarded: Garrett Shirt-
Ron DiMauro, Minelab mugs-Bob Belrose and 
Richard MacRobbie. 
· Welcome to new member Gil Carvalho of 
Putnam. 
· The meeting adjourned at 9:05 p.m. 
· Respectfully submitted, Mark S. Sutcliffe, 

News From Bob Tulay 
Bob and his wife are getting settled in down South. 
He doesn’t miss the cold and snow, and is scouting 
out potential detecting sites. He sent this ‘penny 
postcard’ website, which may give us some clues re. 
where we can detect.    http://www.rootsweb.com/
~usgenweb/special/ppcs/ppcs.html 
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Bold, italics indicates the 
winners - submitted by Bob 

Cwikla, Feb., 2007 

COIN    
 Gold/Silver   

Pre 1900  Bruce Morris 1852 3-cent piece 
  Bob Belrose 1888 Seated Liberty dime 
 President's Award Sal Vetro 1892-S Barber quarter 
    

Post 1899  Carl Muller 1920 Standing Liberty quarter 
  Dave Gregorski 1935 Walking Liberty half dollar 
  Mike Giannetti 1902 Barber dime 
  Ken Gudernatch 1960 Mexican peso 
  Mark Sutcliffe 1952 Franklin half dollar 
  Vince DiBattista 1943 Mercury dime 
  Phil Skewes Standing Liberty quarter 
 Other   

Pre 1900  Steve Beauregard 1788 Ma. Copper 
  Bob Cwikla 1739 George II half penny 
 Consolation Prize Bob Ellis 1802 large cent 
  Roger Moyles 1804 half cent 
  Joe Waldron 1864 Indian Head cent 
  Rick Browne 1895 "V" nickel 
    

Post 1899  Chuck Anderson 1971 Kennedy half dollar 
  Steve Gudernatch Sacagawea dollar 
    
 Token/medal Tony Cwikla Springfield trolley token 
  Richard Lipka Wisconsin state token 
    

JEWELRY    
 Gold Rick Browne 14K pendant with diamond 
  Phil Skewes 10K ring with 7 stones 
  Jamie Chamberland 10K class ring 
  Ken Gudernatch 14K spiral ring 
    
 Silver Dave Gregorski 1800's Claddaugh ring 
  Mike Giannetti ring 
  Bob Cwikla ring 
    
 Other Joe Waldron bracelet 
  Roger Moyles earring 
  John Hart brooch with large stone 
  Vince DiBattista pin with stones 
  Richard Lipka BUM-equipment watch 
  Chuck Anderson soccer pin 

Continued on page 9 
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By Bob Cwikla 

Bruce Morris: 1852 3-cent piece  After 20 years of detecting, his first “silver” 3-cent piece 
was dug up at the club fun hunt in East Windsor, using q 14” DD coil on a Whites 
DFX detector. 
Carl Muller:  1920 Standing Liberty quarter  This “dated” quarter was pulled out of a public 
wooded area from 4-5 inches deep, using a Whites. 
Steve Beauregard: 1788 Ma. Copper  Detecting at a farm field cite provoked people to stop 
and ask questions, including a policeman. The leasee of the property told him to go out back 
where Steve found this old copper and other old items. 
Chuck Anderson: 1971 Kennedy half  Found on the sidelines of a soccer field where people 
sit to watch the games. Chuck says this is a good place to find a half dollar. 
Tony Cwikla: trolley token  This old token was unearthed at the November fun hunt at 6-plus 
inches deep. His only other good find was a flat button. 
Rick Browne: 14K pendant  At this salt water cite, all turn-of-the-century items were coming 
out, including this old pendant with a small diamond. 
Dave Gregorski: 1800’s Claddaugh ring  Returning to a favorite salt water beach produced 
this old ring at a very low tide. 5 inches deep using a Whites detector. 
Joe Waldron: bracelet  Dug up in a grassy area of an “overspill” section of a parking lot at a 
public beach. This large item was only 2 inches deep! 
Elaine Leonard: old toy car  Found at a Westbrook public beach at 3 inches deep using a 
Fisher detector. No brand name was found on this old toy. 
Danny LaMontagne: 1800’s Naval insignia  Possibly a hat or belt plate, this old relic was dug 
up on public land in a wooded area 5 inches deep, detecting with 3 other people. 
Bob Cwikla: sterling match case  This ornate initialized item was unearthed in a private yard 
6 inches deep. Was told it is also called a “vesta”. 

Consolation Prize: Bob Ellis  After receiving permission to detect a private area, Bob pulled 
out a nice 1802 large cent. The only other good find here was a 1807 half cent. 
President’s Award: Sal Vetro  A 1892-S Barber quarter (a semi-key date) was found 6 inches 
deep. 
President’s Award: Ray Dapkus  An early 1800’s cow bell was found 3 inches deep in a 
wooded area. 
President’s Award: Ken Gudernatch  A Colonial trade axe was found 7 inches deep in a 
wooded area. 
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That’s Why It’s Called A ‘Challenge’ 
By Dave Gregorski 

For the previous 3 years, I have come within one target of completing the fourth (and final) level 
of our annual Challenge. Each year I’ve been missing the same 2 items (the ‘wild card’ takes care 
of one) – either gold jewelry with 2 different colored stones, or a thimble. I had a few months to 
find either, and could not. 
So this year, after having found 4 thimbles, I figured I was on the ‘fast track’ to winning those 
heavy silver coins. Since late August, I needed either that same piece of gold jewelry, or 2 more 
foreign coins. How hard could that be?? (I had 4 foreign coins, but 3 were from Mexico. Canadian 
coins do not count for this item.) 
Taking advice from a couple members, I began hitting playscapes hard. I was lucky to win a 
Garrett Ace 150 (donated by George Streeter for Jerry’s October CashBash), and found that it was 
perfect for the task…oval coil for tight places, relatively low power for getting near metal 
supports. But the strategy was not working, though I found a lot of interesting ‘junk’ jewelry. 
Now it’s late December, and we were still fortunate that winter hadn’t hit hard – the dirt was still 
diggable! So I made one last ‘push’. On Dec. 26, I headed down to the shore, detecting 3 beaches 
and a small dirt yard. I used a discriminating machine and also a pulse detector. In 4+ hours, I got 
4 coins (all U.S., of course), and a ‘junk’ ring. Very slow day.  
On the 28th, it was time to make the rounds of playscapes again. 3 hours of detecting did produce 
a nice silver necklace and a Sacajawea dollar, but no foreign coins. I was getting a little 
crestfallen. 
Now the weather was turning – the forecast on the 29th was for cold and a hard freeze overnight, 
and snow in the afternoon of the 30th.   I figured my detecting was done for the year. But the gray 
sky seemed reluctant to deliver the promised snow. I bundled up and headed for another town, 
getting out my map to help locate its schools. Five of them had playscapes, and I spent another 3 
hours swinging the Ace 150. Light rain didn’t deter me. I did find 2 neat tokens, but no ‘foreign’ 
again. My consolation was that I did reach the $200 mark for the year, in face value. 
Now it’s Sunday – to go to church, or spend a few hours on the last day of the year, doing what I 
love? The sun was shining…I took that as a ‘sign’ that I should be outdoors. (I wonder how the 
pastor would have interpreted that.) But I was tired of playscapes, and decided I was ‘tired’ of 
chasing the Challenge - time to let go. So I hunkered down for some TV football, and made a dish 
for a New Year’s Eve party. 
How can one find 2902 coins in a year, and not have 4 from different countries? I figure this was 
my best shot ever at Level 4 – it’s just too difficult to keep getting that close. But again I had a 
great time trying. Maybe you’ll have better luck.   (Maybe I should ‘shadow’ Joe Waldron!) 

Somers Bottle Club Event 
The Somers Antique Bottle Club will host its 37th Annual Show & Sale on Sunday February 25, 2007 
at the St. Bernard's School West Campus, 232 Pearl Street, in Enfield, Connecticut. Take exit 47W off 
Rte 191. Show hours are from 9am-2pm for the public with early buyers allowed entrance at 8am. 
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They’re made of lead and they look like they might be buttons, but they’re not. They 
resemble some old-fashioned bus tokens: maybe they’re stagecoach tokens? Nope. Perhaps they’re 
some sort of foreign coin or token? Not even close. 

These are drapery weights that have been sewn into the hems of coats, dresses, draperies 
and curtains since Roman times to make them “hang” properly and resist being blown about by the 
wind. 

They range in size from about ½ to 1¼ inches in diameter. Sometimes they are square, but 
they always have a bar across the center hole (sort of like a “do not” sign) so they can be sewn in 
place. 

Dug specimens sometimes have an attractive white, buff, or brown patina that should be 
preserved: simply wash them gently with a soft toothbrush and soapy water. Do not oil them. Ones 
from salt water are often a dull lead color and may be pitted. Polishing will not improve their “eye 
appeal,” so leave them alone. 

Drapery weights are an interesting addition to your displays and you can stump a lot of 
people, especially younger ones, when you ask them, “What is it?” 

 
[Thanks to Mark for an interesting addition to this newsletter. Perhaps others can add to 

this ‘corner’ from time to time.   Ed.] 

Whatzit Corner: Drapery Weights 
 
 By Mark Sutcliffe 

RELIC    
  Toy   Elaine Leonard       old car 
     Marf Sutcliffe    1940's Hubley fire truck 
     Richard Walauski       Hubley sure shot 
     Rick Browne              tea cup 
     Phil Skewes     frog 
     Vince DiBattista        Pokemon toy 
    
  Military   Danny LaMontagne   1800's Naval Insignia 
     Dave Gregorski      1820's Navy button 
     John Hart          Navy button 
    
  Other   Bob Cwikla    sterling match case 
     Roger Moyles        President Kennedy medallion 
 President's Award   Ray Dapkus                        cow bell 
 President's Award   Ken Gudernatch                             Colonial trade axe 
     John McQueen   Colonial flat button 
     Richard Lipka             spoon 
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UPCOMING EVENTS/HUNTS 
 

April 22 (Sunday) - Coin Show @ the Polish National Home, 60 Charter Oak Ave., Hartford. Free 
admission and parking - call 203-877-1680 (Ed Doran) for details. Doors open at 9 A.M. 

Y.T.C. planted hunt (in May); details coming soon 

FMDAC Spring Convention and Treasure Expo - May 4-6; at Mesa, Arizona;  
Contact Mike Smith at (480) 983-7011, or Duane Biller at (724) 439-1380. Begins 
with ‘fun hunt’ at a local ghost town. Information packet/application forms are at 
the front table. Please don’t take the last one...make a copy upstairs in the library. 

BONE 14 is April 20, 21 & 22 (Best O’ the NorthEast)   
 
 Friday, April 20th at 7:pm - Roast Pork Supper with strawberry shortcake dessert -cost $10;  at the 
Croteau-Coutts American Legion Hall, Rte 101 in Marlborough, NH. Door prizes & raffles, too. 
  
The BONE 14 Show  is Saturday, April 21, 9am to 4pm, with Chinese Auction bids awarded from 3pm to 
4pm, at the Keene Recreation Center, 312 Washington St., Keene, NH.  
 Free booths for clubs & displays.  Business booths with a banquet ticket are by donation. 

 [For Saturday, April 21 - quality items needed for Chinese auction to go with the donated metal 
detectors & accessories from Outdoor Outfitters, Garrett, Streeter Electronics, Minelab, Whites & 
DetectorPro.  Let Bill or Barbara Barker 603/357-5112  know what you plan to donate to auction.] 
  
Saturday, April 21 - annual BONE Awards Banquet  at Croteau-Coutts American Legion Hall on Rte 101 
in Marlborough, NH.  Banquet tickets are  $25 each with 20% off, if paying before April 2, 2007.   
7:pm - social hour with Wine & Cheese tasting; 8:pm - Roast Beef dinner, Gravy, Rolls, Ham, Baked beans, 
vegetable, coffee/soda & dessert.  Because this hall is a bit small, attendance is limited to 65.  It is best to 
reserve early!!   

 The Sunday BONE National Hunt location is at old Muster Field on Frost Hill in  Marlborough, NH.  The 
Hunt entry fee comes with a free breakfast, 8am to 9am at the American Legion Hall, Rte 101, 
Marlborough, NH.  Breakfast for non-hunters is $5 each.    
  The  14th National BONE Hunt is at 10am ($55 entry fee to 4/1/07 & then $60 until all 65 spots are sold).   

 The 3 person competition hunt will  be held if 10 teams sign up before April 2, 2007.  Team entry is $45 = 
$15 for each teammate, and will be at 1:pm in same muster field in  Marlborough, NH. The Hunt Master's 
name & address  will be announced soon.  If a club is interested in organizing the 2 hunts, we would donate 
$500 to the club.  

 To pay for BONE entry fees or cover charges in advance, contact the BONE Treasurer; David Gaillardetz, 
c/o 307 Main St., Marlborough, NH 03455   Cell phone 603/762-3739  E-mail Address   dgailloo@yahoo.com 

 Best Regards, George Streeter;  any questions 603/876-4443 or gstreeter@ne.rr.com 
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Minutes of Yankee Territory Coinshooters meeting February 13, 2007: 
~ The meeting was called to order at 6:45 p.m. with 30 members and 5 visitors present. 
~ The Secretary’s Report was accepted as published. 
~ The Treasurer’s Report was read and accepted with a balance of $2,701.85 plus silver inventory of $195.68 at 
purchase cost. 
Announcements: 
~ The Treasurer purchased 3 silver dollars at $12 each for the silver inventory. 
~ The club purchased a new library book: Archaeological Perspectives on the Battle of Little Bighorn. Detectors 
were used extensively in the archaeology. 
~ FMDAC newsletters have been sent to Federation members. 
~ Elections are coming up in March, we need volunteers for Find-of-the Month Chairman, and Refreshments 
Chairman. 
~ Upcoming meeting programs are: March-Dave Gregorski on “Do you need more than one detector?” April 
(rescheduled from February)-Tom Kunkler on “Detecting in England,” May  (tentative)-Mike Russo on jewelry. 
~ Tony Cwikla proposed a Club Outing along the Windsor Locks Canal in March or April. 
~ Roger Moyles proposed a camping and detecting weekend May 19th and 20th in Hope Valley, Rhode Island, 
information to follow. 
Old Business: 
~ Huntmaster Dave Gregorski reported on the upcoming Club Hunt in Manchester May 5th, rain date May 12th, 
that he, Vince, and Mark are planning. 
~ Dave and Chuck also reported on the Polar Bear Hunt. There were 33 entries. 2300 coins were planted and 
there were 143 prizes. A reminder was made that we don’t allow pulse machines to be used at hunts because they 
disrupt the other machines. There was a discussion of hunts and the consensus was that more targets is better as 
long as they are not pennies. 
New Business: 
~ A motion was made and approved to advance Dave Gregorski $500 for the May Hunt, plus $5 donation to the 
Treasure Chest. 
~ A motion was made and approved to donate $25 to Concordia Lutheran Church for use of the hunt field. 
~ A motion was made and approved to pay the liability insurance bill of $367 (same as last year). 
~ Nancy Webb volunteered to sell raffle tickets at the meeting. 
~ Tony Cwikla brought gifts from Garrett. 
~ Rick Browne and Ken Gudernatch made an entertaining and educational presentation about traveling with 
detectors. Ken has made about 100 flights world wide, including England, Alaska, Cancun, Italy, and Canada. 
Rick has detected in Iceland, Guam, Spain, Scotland, Aruba, and Guadeloupe. They reported that you must check 
your detector now: no more “carry on.” Pack it with the spec sheet on top and seal your bags shut with zip ties. 
Make a list of the things that you want to pack so you don’t forget anything, and refer to Tripadvisor.com. Rick 
and Jane are going to the Dominican Republic May 11-17 if anyone would like to join them, it will cost about 
$1200 per person. 
~ John Daly was absent for the Attendance Drawing for 3 silver quarters, Lenny Papineau won a silver dime. 
~ Tony Amato won the 1880-S Silver Dollar Raffle, Bruce Morris won the 1965 proof set. 
~ Bill Wright won the 50/50 Raffle. 
~ Challenge Master Dave Gregorski reported that both he and Bob Belrose had attained Levels 1 & 2 of the 
Challenge. He requested that members bring in their Challenge items on a regular basis, rather than saving them 
up until they have completed a level. 
~ Welcome to new member J. Douglas Craig of Rocky Hill. 
~ Paid-up membership stood at 100. 
~ Meeting adjourned at 9:03 p.m. Respectfully submitted, Mark S. Sutcliffe, Secretary.  
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                            YTC Officers 
 
President, Chuck Anderson        860-944-9558 
           {nlsanderson@sbcglobal.net} 
         
Vice President,  Tony Cwikla        860-623-1153
    {CAPACTION@aol.com}
                             
Secretary, Mark Sutcliffe                  860-647-7541  
                                   {MSUTCL 1776@aol.com} 
 
Treasurer, Vince DiBattista              860-666-0270 
     {VDibattist@aol.com } 
 
Newsletter, Dave Gregorski               860-742-5836 
                                      {DGRookie@aol.com} 

Yankee Territory Coinshooters 
Code of Ethics 

Respect the rights and property of others. 
Never destroy historical or archeological artifacts. 
Observe all laws, whether national, state, or local. 
Aid law enforcement officials whenever possible. 

Leave the land and vegetation as it was. 
FILL IN ALL HOLES. 

Remove all trash and litter, take it with you when you 
leave. 

Remember that all coinshooters may be judged by the 
example YOU set. Always conduct yourself with 

courtesy and consideration toward others. 

T.C.  Metal Detectors 
Authorized dealer for Fisher, Tesoro, Minelab, 
Garrett, Troy, Bounty Hunter, Detectorpro, 

Whites, Lesche, RTG, and more 

Tony Cwikla, 23 Cornwall Drive,  
Windsor Locks, CT  06096 

860-623-1153 or  860-916-2506 
{29 years experience, oldest, largest dealer in the area} 

Member: Y.T.C., FMDAC 
Special discounts for members! 

FAX: 860-627-0593;  e-mail:  
CAPACTION@aol.com 

 
We also carry a full line of books, digging tools, sand 
scoops, headphones, extra coils, bags, pouches, etc. 

 
- We use what we sell and give expert advice free of charge. - 

Why not come in and see what we’re finding !! 

METAL DETECTORS and ACCESSORIES  

J & E ENTERPRISES of  
S. Yarmouth  

Factory Authorized Dealer for Fisher, Garrett, 
Minelab, Tesoro, & Whites. Coiltek coils, Covers, 
Headphones, Beach & Water Scoops, Books, Etc., 

Eleanor Hube, 54 Old Main St. at Forest Rd. 
South Yarmouth, MA 02664 

1-508-760-2100 
e-mail,  jetrhub2@verizon.net 

(Founding member of Yankee Territory Coinshooters) 

SALES, SERVICE & RENTALS 
Accepts Discover, Mastercard and Visa 

Will ship UPS 

(Special consideration for Y.T.C. members.) 

April Meeting Program 
‘Golden Tom’ Kunkler, who spoke of his gold-

finding exploits in October, will share his 
adventures of Colchester, England - see January 

Probe for details (page 6).  He’ll be bringing a lot 
of finds! 
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Polar Bear Hunt Report 
The sun was shining brightly on February 
11, but the wind coming across the 
Hammonassett ‘sound’ made it a bit cold. 
35 detectorists enjoyed some hot coffee 
and donuts while swapping stories, as 
volunteers planted over 2300 coins (some 
of them silver) and tokens, good for prizes.  

Before the hunt we had a moment of 
silence in memory of the club’s co-
founder, Jack Hube. We were glad that 
Eleanor Hube made the trek down from 
the Cape, to join us. 

‘Contestents’ lined the (marked) 
rectangular hunt field, and began swinging 
when Richard MacRobbie blew the 
whistle. Most targets were in the top 3 
inches of sand. After close to an hour, 
even the most die-hard detectorist had 
given up on finding any more targets. 
(Though there might have been one large 
token left undug...or maybe it was buried 
in someone’s goody bag!) 

Many fine prizes were awarded. Everyone 
I saw had some silver coins (the most I 
saw were 13) that had been buried along 
with the clad. The finale was the ‘hunt’ for 
the Indian - anyone successful would 
claim the ample contents of the club 
treasure chest. Rick Browne found the 
designated token (it’s different every 
year!). However he pulled out a Wheat 
penny, so at the May hunt, the Indian will 
have the company of only 5(?)  Wheaties! 

The hunt was a success - thanks Mac! And 
thanks to all who helped in various ways, 
and to all those who donated the prizes - 
and to Tony Cwikla for bringing some 
coffee and donuts and handout items (Mac 
brought donuts, too - there were a few 
‘sugar highs’ that day!).  Ed. 

 

Lost Class Ring Will Return to Owner’s Finger 
by Mike Thompson 

Published in the Glastonbury Citizen July 6, 2006 
Thanks to a conscientious Manchester resident and a 
knowledgeable GHS grad, a former resident is about to 
be reunited with a sacred high school memento. Early 
last Tuesday morning (June 27) Karen Abraitis was 
walking on Hollister Street in Manchester, when she 
kicked something. She heard the clank of metal, and 
was struck by the sound. Intrigued, she decided to go 
see, and was surprised to find a class of 1999 
Glastonbury High School ring. 
It was a silver ring with a blue stone, embossed with 
“GHS Class of 1999,” and “Tomahawks,” and with the 
initials MDW engraved inside the band. Abraitis’ close 
friend Noreen Cullen lives on Delmar Road, and 
Abraitis said she knew Cullen’s son, Paul Petro, is a 
GHS grad. She said she figured that “Glastonbury’s 
pretty small,” and Petro might know who the ring 
belonged to. When Petro, also a class of ’99 grad, 
learned the initials, he suspected it was Michael 
Werner’s ring. Cullen said her son verified his hunch in 
the class yearbook. “It was clearly a man’s ring,” 
Cullen said, and “there were no other boys with those 
initials in his class.” 
So, Cullen said she took the Glastonbury phone book 
out, “took a deep breath” and just began calling 
Werners. The first couple of calls were unsuccessful, 
but on the third try, Cullen reached Ligia Werner, who 
said that her son had indeed lost his class ring, and had 
been searching for it. 
Michael Werner said Monday his mom called him over 
the weekend and told him about the ring being found. 
He said he was “really happy to get it back,” having 
lost it “probably two or three years ago.” He added, “I 
just assumed it was lost somewhere in my room.” 
Michael, who graduated from American University in 
2003 and has been living in Arizona since January 
2005, said he appreciated “the detective work” of 
Abraitis and Cullen, and looks forward to getting the 
ring back. 
Due to the holiday, Abraitis said she hasn’t had time to 
give Ligia the ring yet. But she said she will try to give 
it to her by the end of the week, and Ligia said she 
plans on giving the ring to her son later this month. 
Said Michael, “I’m very happy,” adding the ring 
“meant a lot to me.” 
[So who needs a metal detector? It took me 8+ years to 
find my first gold class ring! Thanks to Mark S. for this 
article.     Ed.] 
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METAL DETECTOR SURVIVAL KIT 
By Tony Cwikla 

 
     Have you ever thought about what you bring with you on a hunt? Of course we all bring the 
obvious - metal detector, headphones , digging tools and / or sand scoops etc. , but what about 
other items. Items that are necessary for your detecting SURVIVAL!!! 
 
     Have you ever gone out for a relaxing day of detecting only to have your lower rod connecting 
bolt break? I have. Luckily the first time it happened the bolt stayed in and I was on a beach, if I 
were on land I was either done for the day or would have had to jury rig the connection. Let’s add 
an extra bolt to our survival kit. 
 
     How about getting caught in the rain? The day starts out with good weather but once you are 
out hunting for a short period of time it begins to sprinkle or mist. Land detectors don’t have much 
protection from this so what do you do? Well if you had a rain cover or similar “bag” to cover the 
electronics, your day is done and maybe even your detector along with it. Let’s add some sort of 
transparent plastic covering to our kit. 
 
    Tape. Electricians or another plastic based tape can be used if your coil cover comes loose. You 
can use it to cover over your speaker holes so nothing gets inside the control box. It can be used to 
tape your coil wire up away from the coil to prevent falsing. If you’ve already taped these areas 
what happens if the tape comes off? Add electricians tape to our kit. 
 
    Water , water everywhere. We all need water to live but if water is harmful to our detecting fun 
what benefit could it have? Well let’s see. When finding an older copper/brass or other similar 
material item, having a small vial of water to put the object in can help keep it in its natural state 
before you get it home. I think we all know how hard it is to clean off the caked on dirt from an 
Indian head when it’s left to dry out. Putting it in the water makes it much easier to preserve the 
object. Also bring water for drinking and cleaning off your hands. Wouldn’t want to dirty up the 
steering wheel now would we? Add some water in to the kit. [Ed. note - old copper/bronze coins 
that have been buried in a moist, ~airless environment for a hundred years or more, may 
decompose before your eyes when brought out into the air - I’ve watched, shocked, as features 
disappear! Dropping the coins in water preserves them until you can get them home for better 
treatment. It also minimizes scratching of finds.] 
 
    Insect repellent is another detecting survival kit must. I don’t ever want to be out in an area 
where I know there are plenty of goodies just waiting for me, just to have those little flying 
buggers wreck my party. There are some good products out that are not harmful to you or the 
environment. Another must add to the kit. 
 
     I am sure there are more items we all should have in our survival kits and these are just a few. 
If you come up with any more, please let me know. I want to make a list that we can put together 
and hand out. Thanks! 
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Bold, italics indicates the 
winners - submitted by Bob 

Cwikla, Feb., 2006 

COIN    
 Gold/Silver   

Pre 1900  Steve Wente 1876 Seated Liberty half dollar 
    

Post 1899  Bob Belrose 1927 Standing Liberty quarter 
    
 Other   

Pre 1900  Darren Wright George II half penny 
  Tony Cwikla 1859 Indian Head cent 
    

Post 1899  Carl Muller 1907 Indian Head cent 
  John McQueen Buffalo nickel 
  Vince DiBattista 1908 Indian Head cent 
  Craig Sims 1957-D Lincoln cent 
  Bruce Morris Buffalo nickel 
  Ken Gudernatch 1955 Lincoln cent 
    
 Token/medal Dave Gregorski Charter Oak Tavern token 
  Joe Waldron NYC Transit token 
    

JEWELRY    
 Gold Jamie Chamberland 14K ring with diamond 
  Rick Browne platinum ring & 1963 class ring 
 Consolation Prize Ken Gudernatch 14K ring with blue stone & diamonds 
  Craig Sims 10K ring 
    
 Silver Dave Gregorski Ridgefield High class ring 
  Phil Skewes ring 
    
 Other Joe Waldron ring with stones 
  Richard Lipka ring 
  Bruce Morris earring 

RELIC    
 Toy Dave Gregorski Midget jeep 
    
 Military Vince DiBattista 1940's dog tag 
  Steve Wente .45 cal. Musket ball 
    
 Other Ken Gudernatch old 2-piece buckle 
  Roger Moyles 1908 Hartford bridge medal 
  Darren Wright 1947 Manchester dog tag 
  John McQueen button 
  Tony Cwikla flat button 



- 7 - 

March 
 

By Bob Cwikla 

Steve Wente: 1876 Seated Liberty half  Hunting on private land produced this 
uncommon half dollar at 4 inches deep, using a Whites detector. 
Bob Belrose: 1927 Standing Liberty quarter  On a sunny day, this “dated” quarter was 
dug  up on public land at 2 inches deep, using a Garrett detector. 
Darren Wright: George II half penny  This was the second similar Colonial copper found 
in as many months by a club Member. It was also dug up at 2 inches deep, as the first one  
was.   
Carl Muller: 1907 Indian head cent  Unearthed on public wooded area from 4 inches 
deep, using a Whites detector. 
Dave Gregorski: token  This “Good For One Beer” token from the Charter Oak Tavern 
(now The Hungry Tiger) was found 5 inches deep with his new  Minelab detector. 
Jamie Chamberland: 14K ring with diamonds  This beach find will be special for Jamie, 
because he asked his girlfriend’s hand in marriage with it. He said he was lucky to get it 
off her finger to enter the F.O.M. 
Dave Gregorski: 2006 Ridgefield High class ring  Scooped up at a salt water beach, 
this was Dave’s third silver class ring. I’m sure it won’t be long before he finds his first gold 
one. 
Joe Waldron: ring with stones  This is the kind of jewelry when dug up you go aah! 
Finally!  And then you see the copper color on it, albeit a nice find anyway. 
Dave Gregorski: “Midget” jeep  Dave got the “hat trick” with this toy (winning in all 3 
categories) Found 5 inches deep on public land. 
Vince DiBattista: military dog tag  According to the numbers on the tag, it dates back to 
the 1940’s. Vince is going to try to locate the owner. Found on a volley ball court only 2 
inches deep.  
Ken Gudernatch: 2-piece buckle  Dug up from 3 inches deep, this 1800’s buckle is a 
horseshoe design, possibly used for equipment. Rare to find both ‘sides’ of a buckle. 

Consolation Prize: Ken Gudernatch   A 14K ring with a blue stone and diamonds was 
scooped up at Hammonassett Beach at one inch deep in mid January. 

Help Our Cause! 
The new dollar coins are out. Buy a roll or two at the bank, and get them into 
circulation! If people see them used in commerce, they may realize that they aren’t 
worth anything...except a dollar. Hoarding is counter-productive, on many fronts. 
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Assumptions, Part 2 
By Vince DiBattista 

 
In Assumptions, Part 1, I pointed out how early on in my detecting career I had passed up many 
promising hunting opportunities. In this hobby you can't take anything for granted. Don't Assume. 
You have to remember that it's not what a site looks like in the present. It's what could've potentially 
been there in the past. Here is a classic example that occurred about a year and a half ago. 
I had became aware of a plot of land where a house (which I had assumed went back to the 20's) had 
been recently torn down. I was told that this was now considered town land. I checked with the town 
and was told that it was ok to detect the property. So on a cool crisp late winter day I drove to the lot 
and set to work detecting.  
I hadn't been detecting more than 15 minutes before two women came up to me asking what I was 
doing. I explained to them that I had been told by the town that this was town property and that it was 
ok to detect there. To which they replied that the land was owned by an association and was still 
considered private property. Upon hearing this and not wanting to cause a problem I offered to leave. 
Luckily the women were the ones in charge and were quite understanding. (It helped that I think they 
recognized me). Anyway they told me that the land wasn't going to be used for a while and since I 
was not making a mess and was filling in my holes I had their permission to continue. 
At first I found what I assumed I would find from a house going back to the 20's. My first finds were 
plenty of Wheaties and a small handful of silver coins from the 20's-60's, and two older buttons which 
I assumed were from the turn of the century. I was right about them being old. I just got the century 
wrong. Chuck Anderson later identified them as two buttons from the War of 1812 (one 
American/one British).  
Getting bolder. I asked if it would be ok for me to bring a hunting buddy (Dave G.) along in the 
future. Getting the ok., we were soon back at the lot eager to go. We hadn't been there long when 
Dave started digging a deep target. The first thing he pulled out was a large piece of pipe. Which 
started me quietly snickering. That is until he pulled up what was next to the pipe which turned out to 
be a very nice Vermont Copper. Needless to say  I was doing quite a bit of grumbling to myself. 
That lasted until I received a weak penny signal near an old tree. That signal turned out to be my first 
and to date only 1/2 reale(1774).  
Since then we have gone back a few times. The finds have been fewer, but they have still proved that 
my first assumptions were all wet. Earlier this year I pulled out a no date Connecticut Copper and a 
beaten up 1854-O Seated Liberty Quarter. There have even been some more recent non-coin items 
that really made my day, the more memorable being my only sterling WWII war production pin, a 
Marine Corps pin, and a metal cup which contained eight old marbles. Not bad for a lot where I had 
assumed  I’d  be lucky to find a few Mercury dimes. 
[Thanks to Vince for the articles, and above all for sharing the site!    Ed.] 

A Correction… 
At the last meeting I mentioned that though completing Level 2 of our Challenge, I had not yet found a mere 
zipper pull (it is the ‘wild card’ item). I actually had found four silver coins, two Buffalo nickels, and two 
silver rings without getting a zipper pull! 

And all last year I found only 2 Buffalos. This really points out the ‘fickleness’ of this hobby, re. finds.  Ed.
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It’s Lyme Time! 
 
 Facts 
 -Lyme disease is transmitted by the bite of a deer tick or larva (pinhead-sized and smaller) 
 -an embedded (infected) tick will transmit the bacteria within 24-48 hours 
 -crawling ticks will not transmit the disease 
 -Lyme disease is treatable, with varying degrees of success…the earlier the better 
 
 Symptoms  (may occur from 3-32 days after bite) 
 
  -fatigue   -muscle/joint pain 
 -headache   -“Bull’s - eye” or atypical rash 
 -chills/fever   -swollen lymph nodes 
 
 Prevention 
  
 Tick habitat – grass, bushes, woods 
 Clothing – hat, long-sleeved shirt, long pants tucked into socks, 
     -light-colored, so a tick can more easily be spotted 
     -inspect before going inside 

Repellant- spray only on clothing (some repellants are safe to apply to skin)  
Removal-use clean, fine-pointed tweezers – grasp tick as close 
              to skin as possible, and tug gently; wash site with soap  
  and water, and apply antiseptic 
 If bitten-note date on calendar, consult physician if symptoms occur 
 
                       Lyme Disease Information Hotline:  1-800-876-LYME 
 Information from Chester Cty. (N.J.) Health Dept. as published in The Eastern Seven 

News (July, ’99), newsletter of the Mid-Atlantic East Coast Chapter of FMDAC 
 

Copper-nickel 3-Cent Piece 
During the Civil War, coins disappeared from circulation. For purposes of making change, the 
government issued paper money in denominations of 3-, 5-. 10-, 15-, 25-, and 50-cents. The 3-cent 
fractional notes were largely used by the post offices, and they did not hold up well, physically. 
So a 3-cent coin, made of 75% copper and 25% nickel, began to be minted in 1865. Production 
continued through 1889, though they were struck only in Proof versions in 1877, 1878, and 1886. All 
were minted at the Philadelphia Mint. 
[Info. taken from Coin World, November 20, 2006.  //   Ed. note – I have yet to find one of these while 
detecting. The difficulty is, that because of their composition and small size, on every detector I’ve 
used, they read at the very low end of the scale, in the ‘foil’ range, well below even a gold-dollar 
reading. Since I usually don’t dig those signals (except maybe at the beach, where the digging is 
easier), that could explain my lack of success. In yards yielding older stuff, I might now choose to dig 
such signals.] 
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Minutes of Yankee Territory Coinshooters meeting March 13, 2007: 
~ The meeting was called to order at 6:33 p.m. with 42 members and 4 visitors present. 
~ The Secretary’s Report was accepted as published. 
~ The Treasurer’s Report was read and accepted with a balance of $2,610.51 plus silver inventory of $163.10 at 
purchase cost. 
Announcements and Correspondence: 
~ Don Bogli donated a brand-new Washington dollar coin to the Treasure Chest. 
~ Joe Waldron reported that the Super 8 Motel on Route 9 in Keene has a special rate for B.O.N.E. attendees: 
$60 for one/$65 for two people. (603) 352-9780 
~ Mark Sutcliffe reported that he has FMDAC raffle tickets available. 
~ Jeweler Mike Russo will be the speaker at the July meeting. 
Old Business: 
~ Huntmaster Richard MacRobbie reported on the Polar Bear Hunt. Thirty-three members participated, $455 
was planted in the field, and he spent $222 on prizes. The hunt made a $22 profit due to raffles. Someone left 
behind a fuzzy hat. Contact him to claim it. 
New Business: 
~ Elections: A motion was made and passed to re-elect the current slate of officers. They are: Chuck Anderson, 
President; Tony Cwikla, Vice President; Mark Sutcliffe, Secretary; Vince DiBattista, Treasurer. 
~ Bill Wright volunteered to be Find-of-the-Month Chairman. Thank you to outgoing Chairman Bob Cwikla. All 
other volunteer positions remain the same: Refreshments, Ken Gudernatch; Raffles, Steve Gudernatch; Librarian, 
John McQueen; Probe Editor, and Challenge Master, Dave Gregorski; Probe Publisher, Mark Sutcliffe; Quarter 
Master, and Polar Bear Huntmaster, Richard MacRobbie; Prestige Album, Tom Woron. 
~ Discussed the upcoming May Hunt. Dave Gregorski moved to expend $125 to rent a portable toilet for the 
event. The motion passed. Mark Sutcliffe displayed some of the coin prizes including an 1877 Mexican 8 reales, 
1785 2 reales, 1787 and 1807 ½ reales. 
~ Mac reported that the Treasure Chest has a current value of about $100. There are 5 wheat cents to draw from 
to find the Indian. 
~ Rick Browne distributed new Spring tide charts. 
~ Dave Gregorski gave a presentation titled “Do You Need More Than One Detector?” He said that you need to 
analyze what you want to get out of the hobby, whether it is relics, rings, hunt prizes, etc., because different 
machines are better for different types of detecting. He currently uses six detectors: Garrett Ace 150 & GTI 2500, 
White’s IDX Pro & Surf PI Pro, and Minelab Sovereign XS-2 & Explorer SE. He won the Garrett Ace 150 at a 
hunt, but suggested that the Garrett Ace 250 would be a better starter or backup machine. He reported that the 
White’s IDX Pro allows him to hunt in all-metal mode but still gives icons for discrimination. 
~ The Attendance Drawing box was absent. We added tonight’s quarter to next month’s drawing and added a 
dime to the night’s raffles. Mac offered to do the raffles since the Gudernatch boys were on vacation. 
~ Bruce Morris won the 50/50 Raffle. 
~ Phil Skewes won the 1922 Peace Dollar Raffle, Jacques Genesse won the 1965 Proof Set, Bob Cwikla won a 
silver dime. 
~ Challenge master Dave Gregorski announced the following achievements: Chuck Anderson, Level 1; Vince 
DiBattista, Level 1; Jeff Pelletier, Levels 1 & 2. 
~ Welcomed three new members: Bruce and Becky Mortensen of Farmington, and Ray Inferrera of Amston. 
~ Current membership stood at 109. 
~ The meeting adjourned at 8:42 p.m. 

~ Respectfully submitted, Mark S. Sutcliffe, Secretary. 
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                            YTC Officers 
 
President, Chuck Anderson        860-944-9558 
           {nlsanderson@sbcglobal.net} 
         
Vice President,  Tony Cwikla        860-623-1153
    {CAPACTION@aol.com}
                             
Secretary, Mark Sutcliffe                  860-647-7541  
                                   {MSUTCL 1776@aol.com} 
 
Treasurer, Vince DiBattista              860-666-0270 
                          {VDibattist@sbcglobal.net} 
 
Newsletter, Dave Gregorski               860-742-5836 
                                       {dgrookie@sbcglobal.net} 

Yankee Territory Coinshooters 
Code of Ethics 

Respect the rights and property of others. 
Never destroy historical or archeological artifacts. 
Observe all laws, whether national, state, or local. 
Aid law enforcement officials whenever possible. 

Leave the land and vegetation as it was. 
FILL IN ALL HOLES. 

Remove all trash and litter, take it with you when you 
leave. 

Remember that all coinshooters may be judged by the 
example YOU set. Always conduct yourself with 

courtesy and consideration toward others. 

T.C.  Metal Detectors 
Authorized dealer for Fisher, Tesoro, Minelab, 
Garrett, Troy, Bounty Hunter, Detectorpro, 

Whites, Lesche, RTG, and more 

Tony Cwikla, 23 Cornwall Drive,  
Windsor Locks, CT  06096 

860-623-1153 or  860-916-2506 
{29 years experience, oldest, largest dealer in the area} 

Member: Y.T.C., FMDAC 
Special discounts for members! 

FAX: 860-627-0593;  e-mail:  
CAPACTION@aol.com 

 
We also carry a full line of books, digging tools, sand 
scoops, headphones, extra coils, bags, pouches, etc. 

 
- We use what we sell and give expert advice free of charge. - 

Why not come in and see what we’re finding !! 

METAL DETECTORS and ACCESSORIES  

J & E ENTERPRISES of  
S. Yarmouth  

Factory Authorized Dealer for Fisher, Garrett, 
Minelab, Tesoro, & Whites. Coiltek coils, Covers, 
Headphones, Beach & Water Scoops, Books, Etc., 

Eleanor Hube, 54 Old Main St. at Forest Rd. 
South Yarmouth, MA 02664 

1-508-760-2100 
e-mail,  jetrhub2@verizon.net 

(Founding member of Yankee Territory Coinshooters) 

SALES, SERVICE & RENTALS 
Accepts Discover, Mastercard and Visa 

Will ship UPS 

(Special consideration for Y.T.C. members.) 

Club Planted Hunt - May 5! 
See page 10 for details. We are looking for 
donations for prizes, from members. May be 
hobby-related - or not.  

Contact Dave, Mark or Vince (see above). We 
hope to have a good turnout. A sampling of 
prizes appears in the main announcement, p. 10. 
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GOLD IS WHERE YOU FIND IT 
 
 Seems like yesterday when I opened up my 
first detector.  I saved my money for about 7 
months and when I finally picked it up, because 
of the purchase price, most of my friends and 
relatives figured I was a little nuts.  I got into 
the hobby because it looked really fun so to me 
the purchase price was really not a big deal.  I 
mean compared to what I might find it was 
peanuts.  I ignored the comments and started 
hunting. 

 I would come home with old coins, relics, 
jewelry, and a really big smile but no gold.  
Seems sometimes gold isn’t in the metal itself 
but rather in how I feel while I’m looking for it.  
Still confused about the lack of gold I kept at it.    

I keep looking, hunting, and exploring.  I knew 
someday that yellow metal would jump out at 
me and it eventually did just that.  I asked club 
members how they were finding it, what 
readings they were looking for, what detector 
they had, how deep was it but never did I ask 
where they found it, what park, or what beach.  
With the help of others in the club I learned 
how to use my detector and started listening to 
it when it spoke.  That week I pulled my first 
two gold rings.  Since then I’ve learned gold is 
where I find it and not where others find it. 
Anonymous 

Ed. note - even though most in Y.T.C. are at 
least acquaintances if not friends, the issue of 
‘where did you find that?’ can be a touchy 
subject. Here are some views of that topic, from 
club members.  In my view, it is a personal 
choice re. what to share, or not, with others. And 
asking questions is also up to you - but be 
prepared for some evasive replies!     (-:     Just 
an FYI - I think I was the first to use the phrase 
‘east of the river’ when asked where my ‘hot 
spot’ was. Even then, I was nervous sharing even 
that much!  It was a very special site, and I took a 
risk (and a long walk!) in locating it, searching 
an unlikely area. It was ‘my site’ - and I don’t 
consider myself a selfish person.!  

Another View... 
 
Some folks don't yet understand the taboo of 
asking someone where he found a treasure. A 
few never learn, some ask only in jest. It's not 
something to get bent out of shape about, it 
happens. Most of us simply reply in generalities 
such as “at the beach,” “east of the river,” “west 
of the river,” etc.  If they continue to pry, they're 
just being rude. Most people learn quickly 
enough not to pry.  
  
Some folks have no problem telling the whole 
world where they found this or that; after all, the 
thing they found is no longer there. They may not 
ever plan to return to look for more, or they may 
simply be of such a generous (or foolish) nature 
that they wish to "spread the wealth" among 
friends. Most of us, though, feel at least some 
degree of "ownership" of the places where we 
have been successful. Especially nowadays, it is 
very challenging to find nice things and there is a 
real competitive edge to detecting. So we guard 
our sites carefully, just as a fisherman guards his 
"secret spots" for fear that another angler may 
fish them out. Yes, it's selfish, and perhaps we'll 
pay for our selfishness in the hereafter, but that's 
the reality. 

 Mark Sutcliffe 

Relic Hunter Unearths 1792 Bust-type Half 
Disme. 

Yes, that’s how it was spelled. This was a silver 5-
cent coin, first minted in 1792. A metal detectorist 
unearthed it in Virginia, in an area being excavated 
for a shopping center.  It’s possible these coins were 
still in circulation into the 1860’s, and the piece in 
question was well worn and scratched. 
Even in such poor condition, the coin may be worth 
between $5000 and $10,000, as there are only 50-100 
known to collectors. Around two dozen other 
detectorists had previously searched the area, but 
bulldozers had since moved the dirt around. The 
detectorist used a Minelab Explorer, and with the 
reading thought he’d gotten another Civil War bullet. 
It was 8 inches down. 
[Info. taken from Coin World, November 27, 2006.]  



- 5 - 

April 
 

Specific Gravity – Density of Metals 
 
[Ed. note - sometimes jewelry isn’t marked, or the markings have been worn off. Even if that ring has a 
stone in it, getting the object’s specific gravity is the key to identifying the metal and it’s percentage of 
gold. Thanks to Rick Browne for providing this information.] 

1000kg of pure water = 1 cubic meter. Pure water was chosen as the 'base line' for specific gravity 
and given the value of 1. The specific gravity (sg) of all other materials are compared to water as a 
fraction heavier or lighter density. For example, lead has a sg of 11.34 (11340 kg/cu.m - see table 
below). As specific gravity is just a comparison, it can be applied across any units. The density of pure 
water is also 62.4 lbs/cu.ft (pounds per cubic foot) and if we know that a sample of titanium has a sg of 
4.5 then we can calculate that its density is 4.5 x 62.4 = 280.8 lbs/cu.ft. Note, kg/cu,m divided by 16.02 
= lbs/cu.ft  
 
 The mass of 15 different metals and alloys are listed below. While the data is useful for design, 
individual samples will differ. Impurities will often have an influence. When an alloy is formulated, its 
range will vary with each formulation depending on the elements added to the base metal. Think of 
gold and the Karat range, 10K gold is only .417 pure gold, has a sg range of 11.5-11.8 as it is a mixture 
of other metals of different sg that change its properties. Where 18K is .750 pure gold and 24K is 100% 
pure and has a sg of 21.4 
 
 Metal or Alloy  kg/cu.m Specific Gravity           lbs/cu.ft. 
Aluminum foil   2700-2750    2.7-2.75  168.5-171.7 
Brass    8400-8730    8.4-8.7  524.3-544.9 
Bronze    7400-8900    7.4-8.9  461.9-555.6 
Cast iron   6800-7800    6.8-7.8  424.5-486.9 
Copper   8930     8.93   557.4 
Gold (24K)   19320     19.32  1206 
Gold (10K)   11500-11800    11.5-11.8  717.8-736.6 
Lead    11340     11.34  707.9 
Nickel silver   8400-8900    8.4-8.9  524.3-555.6 
Platinum   21400     21.4   1710.4 
Silver    10490     10.94  654.8 
Steel, stainless   7480-8000    7.48-8.0  466.9-499.4 
Titanium   4500     4.5   280.9 
White metal   7100     7.1   443.2 
Zinc    7135     7.135  445.4 
 
 For reference, 1 Liter contains 1000cc (cubic centimeters) of pure water weighs 1kg or 2.0245 avoir. 
Pounds. 
In the Avoirdupois system 28.35 grams = 1 ounce, there are 16 ounces in a pound. 
In the Troy system 31.1 grams = 1 ounce, there are 12 ounces in a pound. Noble metals such as gold, 
silver and platinum are measured in the Troy system. 
 
 Most of the above information was obtained from the Simetric.co.uk website. 
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Bold, italics indicates the 
winners - submitted by Bill 

Wright, April, 2006 

COIN
Gold/Silver

Pre 1900 Phil Skewes 1877 Seated Liberty Dime Love Token
Consolation Prize Rick Janak 1818 Bust Quarter

Post 1899 Rick Browne 1920 Standing Liberty half

Other
Post 1899 Vince DiBattista 1978 2 Dracmai Greek coin

Bob Cwikla 1976 Bicentenial Kennedy half
Dave Gregorski 5 Baht coin - Thailand

Token/medal Joe Waldron MTA Transit Token

JEWELRY
Gold Rick Browne 14K ring with star sapphire

Dave Gregorski 14K St. Anthony medal
Mike Giannetti Gold claddagh ring

Silver Phil Skewes Dolphin ring

Other Vince DiBattista Butterfly broach

RELIC
Toy Phil Skewes WW1 Lead Soldier

Other Rick Janak Commerative Steamship Company" token 
John McQueen Colonial Shoe Buckle
No Name Knife - Pen
Bob Cwikla 1800's Button
Dave Gregorski Victorian Buckle

Y.T.C. April 14th Outing 
We have a HUGE corn field to detect on the south side of Apothecaries Hall Road, east of the railroad, in East 
Windsor. The usual prizes and doughnuts will be provided. 9:00 a.m. to noon Saturday April 14th, rain date 
April 15th.  Directions: Route 5 to Stoughton Road to end. Left on Scantic Road, right on Woolam Road to end. 
Cross bridge and bear left onto Omelia Road to end. Cross over Rye Street to Apothecaries Hall Road. Field is 
on the right-hand side, just past the railroad crossing. Park on the side of the road, not on the railroad right-of-
way. Please resist the urge to "test" the site beforehand. Call or e-mail Mark (860) 647-7541, 
MSUTCL1776@AOL.COM if you have any questions.  
   [Thanks to Mark Sutcliffe for doing the ‘footwork’ to get us permission! ]  
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By Bob Cwikla 

Phil Skewes: 1877 Seated Liberty dime  Heading away from the beach at Rocky Neck 
Park, Phil detected this old dime on the surface in a grassy area. The coin was converted 
to a “love token”. 

Rick Browne: 1920 Walking Liberty half  This salt water find was located within 5 feet of 
another Walking Liberty half and a gold ring.  

Vince DiBattista: 2 Drachmai coin  Before Vince and Dave left this area, he dug up his  
first Greek coin at 2-3 inches deep. 

Joe Waldron: MTA Transit toke  Found in the wood chips at a local school. 
  

Rick Browne: 14K ring  Scooped up in salt water at a very low tide, this ring has a large 
blue sapphire stone. 

Phil Skewes: silver dolphin ring  Located at a playground at an inch and a half deep. 

Vince DiBattista: brooch  This butterfly pin was dup up near a beach between 2-3 inches 
deep. 

Phil Skewes: lead soldier  Along with this figurine, a 1906 dime and some modern coins 
were detected in a flat area above the beach. 

Rich Janek: Commemorative plate  This old relic was found at a salt water beach in the 
rocks. It was to commemorate the service of the steamboat Fulton. 

Consolation Prize: Rich Janek  A rare 1818 Bust quarter was uncovered at a salt water 
beach where Rich found the commemorative piece. 

Tidbit – Gloves 

I always wear gloves when detecting…light cotton ones in most weather, slightly heavier ones when 
the weather gets cold. They are pretty flexible and protect my hands from glass, needles, poison ivy 
(roots) etc., as I usually scoop that last bit of dirt out of a hole by hand. It’s not 100% protection, but 
quite good. At stores like Home Depot, you can buy them in ‘bulk’ –  a bag of a dozen or so at a good 
price. 

The gloves get washed a few times - I often pre-wash them in bucket of rainwater, so as not to soil my 
regular clothes. After some use, the right-hand glove (the one I use to swing my machine and dig with) 
gets holed, usually in the thumb/palm area, and I toss it out. One day I was looking quizzically at my 
collection of left-hand gloves, and had an idea that worked: turn a left-hand glove around, and use it on 
my right hand! It feels a bit tight/awkward at first, but the glove soon stretches enough to become fairly 
comfortable. And this prolongs the ‘lifetime’ of my glove collection, saving a little cash.     Ed.  
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Recheck Your Holes…or Not! 
By Dave Gregorski 

 
 I’d been detecting a grass area that had yielded a few older items, so by now I was digging 
almost every signal in hope of getting some ‘deep silver’. It was getting late one evening, 
when I got a loud ‘bang’ – I correctly suspected it was a shallow Memorial cent. But an 
axiom of detecting, is after you remove a target, pass your coil over the spot again. I did so, 
and got a variable (what I call ‘scratchy’) signal that could indicate either a deeper target 
near the limit of the detector’s range, one acted upon by a chemical reaction, or multiple 
targets together, with varying conductivity. So I began to dig further. 

I was having trouble locating the target, but finally got a response from my electronic 
pinpointer at the side of the hole. Out came a small, old rusted pocket knife. Interesting, but 
not what I had hoped for. I checked the hole once more with my Minelab, and got that sweet, 
high, soft signal that spoke of silver! It made sense…the other 2 targets, now removed, had 
masked this signal! 

I dug in earnest. The hole was now a foot long by 8 inches wide, by 8 inches deep. The piled 
soil was falling off the edges of my drop cloth. At last, the target was out of the hole, and 
reading ‘high coin’. My wish had come true! I probed with my pinpointer, and carefully 
removed…a clad dime! I still can’t believe it. I’m sure any ‘detecting faeries’ in the 
neighborhood are still laughing. But I guess I’d still do the same the next time. Would you?    

Pieces of Eight 
 

During the Golden Age of Piracy (& into 19th Century) a "Piece of Eight" was a Spanish coin which 
was almost equivalent to today's dollar coin. However, unlike today's American dollar, which is worth 
100 pennies, the Piece of Eight was worth, an eighth of Spain's common denomination, the Reale. 

The Piece of Eight was clearly marked with the number "8". It may seem odd to some people to have 
1/8 of a piece, but at one time, the U.S. Dollar was divided into eight pieces or bits as well. (We all 
remember the nursery rhyme, "two bits, four bits, six bits, a dollar".) The phrase "a piece of" to 
describe a coin may seem odd, but a quick look at the Oxford English Dictionary makes it clear that the 
definition was common term during the English/Spanish era the of the 18th/early19th century.).  

Today, we would call it an "Eight Reale Piece" or " Coin" or "Ten Mark Piece". Sometimes, the coins 
would be cut in half. If you cut an 8 Reale coin in half, the two halves would be worth four reales, and, 
since the coins were made of pure silver, the cutting of them into pieces didn't decrease the value of the 
split coin.  
As a point of reference, the Piece of Eight was a silver coin & the Doubloon is a "gold piece". 
 
[Source unknown & submitted by Don Foster  - appeared in Streeter’s Treasure Hunters Gazette.] 
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Club This ‘n That 
Thanks once again to Rick Browne, for going to the trouble of providing great tide charts for the 

membership. They are comprehensive and invaluable for water and wet sand hunters. 

Thanks to those who serve this club, whether elected or as volunteers. We couldn’t function without 
you! Things don’t run smoothly by accident. 

At the Polar Bear hunt, someone left behind a ‘fuzzy hat’. Contact Richard MacRobbie. 

At our May planted hunt, the contents of the club Treasure Chest will be even more ‘vulnerable’. 
There are currently 5 Wheaties keeping ‘the Indian’ company. Get the right token, draw the Indian, 

and you’ll win over $100 worth of stuff! 

Did You Know... 
Mosquito repellents don't repel. They hide you. The spray blocks the mosquito's sensors so they don't know 
you're there.  
   Dentists have recommended that a toothbrush be kept at least 6 feet away from a toilet to avoid airborne 
particles resulting from the flush. I keep my toothbrush in the living room now. 
 
 The liquid inside young coconuts can be used as a substitute for blood plasma. 
   No piece of paper can be folded in half more than 7 times.  
Donkeys kill more people annually than plane crashes. [I’m not so sure about this one.] 
 
You burn more calories sleeping than you do watching television. [Now I’m really getting suspicious!] 
   Oak trees do not produce acorns until they are fifty years of age or older. 
The first product to have a bar code was Wrigley's gum. 
 
The king of hearts is the only king without a mustache. 
A Boeing 747's wingspan is longer than the Wright brother's first flight. 
The wingspan of the B-36, a retired USAF bomber, was twice as long. 
American Airlines saved $40,000 in 1987 by eliminating 1 olive from each salad served in first class. 
Venus is the only planet that rotates clockwise.[I’m getting dizzy watching it.] 
Apples, not caffeine, are more efficient at waking you up in the morning. 
The plastic things on the end of shoelaces are called aglets. 
   Most dust particles in your house are made from dead skin. [Dust mites love to feed on the particles.] 
The first owner of the Marlboro Company died of lung cancer.  So did the first 'Marlboro Man'. 
Barbie's full first name is Barbara Millicent Roberts. 
Michael Jo rdan makes more money from Nike annually than all of the Nike factory workers in Malaysia 
combined. 
Marilyn Monroe had six toes. 
All U.S. presidents have worn glasses. Some just didn't like to be seen wearing them in public. 
Walt Disney was afraid of mice. 
Pearls melt in vinegar. 
It is possible to lead a cow upstairs...but not downstairs. 

The reason firehouses have circular stairways is from the days when engines were pulled by horses. The horses 
were stabled on the ground floor and figured out how to walk up straight staircases. 
   Turtles can breathe through their butts. 
 
         [Source unknown.] 



- 10 - 

April 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS/HUNTS 

April 14 (Saturday) - Y.T.C. outing - see page 6 for details! 

BONE 14 - April 20 - 22.  See details in the February Probe.                   

April 22  (Sunday) - Coin Show @ the Polish National Home, 60 Charter Oak Ave., Hartford. Free 
admission and parking - call 203-877-1680 (Ed Doran) for details. Doors open at 9 A.M. 

Y.T.C planted hunt - May 5 (rain date May 12); entry fee is $10  ($5 for 
members under age 16). Win the contents of our Treasure Chest!  See below for 
some of the prizes, and other details.  

Y.T.C. ‘fun hunt’ -  May 19-20, Hope Valley, RI. Details in the May Probe. 
FMDAC Spring Convention and Treasure Expo -  May 4- 6,  Mesa, Arizona; 
   See February Probe for details.        

Y.T.C.  Members-only ‘Planted’ Hunt! 
Date: Saturday, May 5   (rain date on May 12) - reigistration at 9 A.M.; please arrive 
no later than 9:45 

Place:  Manchester, CT - 40 Pitkin St., Concordia Lutheran Church  
              (directions below - park in rear of church) 
Hunt fee:  $10  (members under age 16 - $5)     Raffle: for a nice silver piece 

Time:  Team Event - 10 A.M.  (with separate prizes) 

     Planted hunt - ~ 11:15 A.M. 
Rules: Normal digging tools only - pinpointers recommended (targets will be in dirt); 
Fill in your holes NOW, right after target retrieval. Coins/tokens will be in the top 2”. 
Details of the team competition will be given on the day of the hunt. We think it will be 
fun. Teams will be chosen by The Management.  //  There will be a Port-A-Let on site.    

 Questions: Contact Dave Gregorski (huntmaster), Mark Sutcliffe, or Vince DiBattista. 

Directions: I-84 east from Hartford, onto I-384 east; take exit 3, follow route 83 (Main 
St.) up the hill; take right onto route 44 (Center St.); in ~1.6 miles, take right onto Pitkin  

Bring your family, and lunch, plus beverages (non-alcoholic). 

A sampling of prizes (redeem your tokens): an 8-reale plus 4 other silver reale coins; a 
seated dime and half-dime; 10 Barber coins; 6 ‘Walker’ halves, non-coin prizes. Total 
prize tokens - over 140, plus planted clad coins.  And a chance at the Treasure Chest 
contents! 
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Minutes of Yankee Territory Coinshooters meeting April 10, 2007: 

~ The monthly meeting was called to order at 6:33 p.m. with 53 members and 4 visitors present. 
~ The Secretary’s Report was accepted as published. 
~ The Treasurer’s Report was accepted as read with a balance of $2,509.86 plus silver inventory of $131.90 at purchase cost. 

Announcements and Correspondence: 
~ There was lots of free stuff on the front table. 
~ Chuck thanked all the volunteers who helped run the club last year. 
~ Doug Craig generously brought in a laptop, projector, and screen for our speaker to use. 
~ Mark Sutcliffe reported that FMDAC Quests and Noreaster newsletters had arrived and would be distributed soon. He had 
FMDAC raffle tickets for sale. 

Old Business: 
~ Mark reported on the April club outing to be held at a huge farm field in East Windsor. 
~ Huntmaster Dave Gregorski reported on the planted hunt to be held in Manchester on May 5th. The hunt fee will be $10. 
Many of the prizes were on display. 
~ Roger Moyles reported on the club outing/camping trip to Rhode Island May 18th-20th. He is working on getting a 
portable toilet for the event. The site covers 4-6 acres and includes 2 old foundations. The owner just wants us to locate the 
bottle dump for him. [See page4.] 
~ Roger also reported finding many silver coins at the bank recently. 
~ Mark encouraged members to attend the annual Best O’ the North East Treasure Show. 

New Business: 
~ Treasurer Vince DiBattista reported that our silver coin inventory was getting low. He said a member had offered to sell 
$40 face value to the club at 9x face value ($360). A motion was made and approved to buy $40 face value of silver coins 
for $360. 
~ A motion was made and passed to include a new “eyeball” (non-metal) category in the Find-Of-The-Month contest, 
and it will also be eligible for the Consolation Prize. The new category will cover non-metal items found while metal 
detecting, either in the ground or on top of the ground, such as Indian artifacts, doll parts, bottles, marbles, plastic toys, 
currency, pottery, mineral specimens, etc. 
~ “Golden Tom” Kunkler presented a program on metal detecting in Colchester, England. He has visited there four times so 
far, in March and October (before and after the crops). He showed pictures of the huge fields of clay soil and many of his 
finds, some of which date back over 2000 years. He pays a guide who sets up the trip, pays the farmers for the use of the 
fields, and provides lodging and transportation ($2,840). He uses GPS to record the locations of good finds to locate any 
patterns. An export license is needed to take any item over 50 years old out of the country. The finds are turned over to 
professional museum people who clean and identify them. Anything considered a “national treasure” is purchased from the 
finder and the money is split between him and the farmer. The rest are shipped overseas in 2-3 months. He detects 8½-9½ 
hours per day for a week, finding many buttons, and thimbles (which farm workers used to protect their fingertips). He said 
that they preserve bronze coins with boot wax and clean silver coins by rubbing them with aluminum foil. He hunts with a 
White’s MXT with a 14” DD coil and a Troy Shadow X5 (because it’s lighter weight). He packs the detectors in a hard-
bottomed duffel bag with his clothes on top. Here is a link to the guide’s web site: 
http://www.colchestertreasurehunting.co.uk/testimonials.htm. Tom is willing to discuss assembling a group from YTC. If 
interested, contact him at goldentom@comcast.net. 

~ Everett Berube won the 1881 Silver Dollar Raffle, Casey Capodicasa won the 1964 proof set, Everett also won a Timex® 
Minelab® watch. 
~ Ron DiMauro won the 50/50 Drawing. 
~ John Massaro was absent for the Attendance Drawing for 4 silver quarters, but Casey Capodicasa won a silver dime. 
~ Challenge master Dave Gregorski announced that the following people had attained Level 1 of the Challenge: Rick 
Browne, Mark Sutcliffe, Rich Walauski, and Joe Waldron. 
~ We welcomed three new members: George Pecia of Hampden, Mass., and Robert & Sue Leone of Lebanon, Conn. 
~ The meeting adjourned at 9:01 p.m. 

~ Respectfully submitted, Mark S. Sutcliffe, Secretary. 
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                            YTC Officers 
 
President, Chuck Anderson        860-944-9558 
           {nlsanderson@sbcglobal.net} 
         
Vice President,  Tony Cwikla        860-623-1153
    {CAPACTION@aol.com}
                             
Secretary, Mark Sutcliffe                  860-647-7541  
                                     {MSUTCL 1776@aol.com} 
 
Treasurer, Vince DiBattista              860-666-0270 
              {VDibattist@sbcglobal.net} 
 
Newsletter, Dave Gregorski               860-742-5836 
                                      {DGRookie@sbcglobal.net} 

Yankee Territory Coinshooters 
Code of Ethics 

Respect the rights and property of others. 
Never destroy historical or archeological artifacts. 
Observe all laws, whether national, state, or local. 
Aid law enforcement officials whenever possible. 

Leave the land and vegetation as it was. 
FILL IN ALL HOLES. 

Remove all trash and litter, take it with you when you 
leave. 

Remember that all coinshooters may be judged by the 
example YOU set. Always conduct yourself with 

courtesy and consideration toward others. 

T.C.  Metal Detectors 
Authorized dealer for Fisher, 

Tesoro, Minelab, Garrett, 
Troy, Bounty Hunter, 
Detectorpro, Whites, Lesche, RTG, and more 

Tony Cwikla, 23 Cornwall Drive,  
Windsor Locks, CT  06096 

860-623-1153 or  860-916-2506 
{29 years experience, oldest, largest dealer in the area} 

Member: Y.T.C., FMDAC 
Special discounts for members! 

FAX: 860-627-0593;  e-mail:  
CAPACTION@aol.com 

 
We also carry a full line of books, digging tools, sand 
scoops, headphones, extra coils, bags, pouches, etc. 

 
- We use what we sell and give expert advice free of charge. - 

METAL DETECTORS and ACCESSORIES  

J & E ENTERPRISES of  
S. Yarmouth  

Factory Authorized Dealer for Fisher, Garrett, 
Minelab, Tesoro, & Whites. Coiltek coils, Covers, 
Headphones, Beach & Water Scoops, Books, Etc., 

Eleanor Hube, 54 Old Main St. at Forest Rd. 
South Yarmouth, MA 02664 

1-508-760-2100 
e-mail,  jetrhub2@verizon.net 

(Founding member of Yankee Territory Coinshooters) 

SALES, SERVICE & RENTALS 
Accepts Discover, Mastercard and Visa 

Will ship UPS 

(Special consideration for Y.T.C. members.) 

Probe Articles/News 
My ‘cache’ of stuff is again running low. I 
strive to keep your newsletter informative 
and interesting, and people enjoy hearing 
from members! Tell me about your 
adventures/finds - I’ll help get it into 
print, if you wish.     Dave Gregorski 
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April Outing Results 
April 14th turned out to be a beautiful day. 
Thirty-six  Y.T.C. members scoured the farm 
fields ‘acquired’ for us by Mark Sutcliffe. 

There’s no way to predict how ‘good’ any new 
site might be. Many buckles were found, but the 
only old coin of note was a very nice 1864 2-cent 
piece. (There was also 1/8th of an Indian cent 
found, and a musket ball.)  

Scratch tickets were awarded, and the few if any 
donuts left were gobbled up. Thanks to Mark for 
making the arrangements.  

New Find-of-the-Month Category 
This is a non-metal category, so there is no 
confusion re. whether you saw it first or detected 
it. It includes any non-metal items found while 
metal detecting, either in the ground or on top of 
the ground, such as Indian artifacts, doll parts, 
bottles, marbles, plastic toys, currency, pottery, 
mineral specimens, clay pipe parts, etc. These 
finds will also be eligible for the Consolation 
Prize (silver quarter). 

Y.T.C. May Outing  
Member Roger Moyles has gotten us permission to 
detect an old farmstead in Hope Valley, RI. There 
are 4-6 acres of grassy fields with some woods. 
There will be evening campfires, and camping 
available on the premises. Roger will bring a gas 
grill, and drinking water is present.  

The acreage has not been recently tilled, but the 
farm goes back to the mid-1800’s. The owner asks 
us to help him locate a bottle dump on the 
property. The site has had many group activities 
in the past ~30 years,  so expect a good deal of 
beverage-container trash.  Since the event will be 
spread out over the weekend, there will be no 
prizes awarded for finds.  

May 18 (Friday) at 5 PM thru Sunday, May 20 

No Shovels!   //    Bring your own food               
              and  drinks.  

‘Port-o-potty’ - pls. chip in $4 per person/family 

            * [Dave G. will collect this.] * 
Restriction - do not detect near the house! 

Directions:  I-395 to exit 85 onto rte. 138 east; 

Go thru Voluntown, continue on 138 into Rhode 
Island; 

Go past Greenwood Hill campground; 

Cross a causeway (ponds on each side of road) 

Take first right onto Fenner Hill Rd. 

Go ~ one mile thru S-curves, property on right,  
                                                 #189;  

Roger’s cell phone - 860-712-2171 

This sounds like a fun weekend. We hope to see 
some of you there. We will get some kind of gift 
certificate for the owner, in appreciation.  
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 Remember Those ‘Copper Pennies’? 
Actually, the composition of U.S. cents has changed/varied greatly over the years. Large cents were 
pure copper, whereas the modern Memorial contains only 2.5%. Large cents became unpopular 
because of their bulk, and because they retained dirt and grime from handling. Also, some banks and 
merchants refused to accept them, because they were not legal tender. When the cost of producing 
them exceeded their value (high cost of copper, plus manufacturing costs), the small cent came into 
play. 
The Flying Eagle small cent (1856-1858) was made of an alloy of 88% copper and 12% nickel. The 
early Indian cents retained that composition, until 1864 when in the latter part of the year, the 
composition changed to 95% copper, 4% zinc, and 1% tin - bronze alloy. This composition was 
retained through the end of the Indian series (1909) to the Lincoln cent of 1942. 
Because copper was needed for the war effort, the 1943 cents were made of zinc-coated steel. In 1944, 
a tin-less alloy was used – 95% copper and 5% zinc. Since there was no tin present, the alloy was/is 
known as brass. It’s interesting to note that from 1944 through 1946, some of the copper came from 
used shell casings (70% copper), left over from the war. 
From 1947-1962, pennies were again made from bronze, though containing only 0.1% tin. Then the 
composition reverted back to brass (no tin) until 1982. From then until the present time, pennies were 
made from 97.5% zinc, and 2.5% copper. The current cost for making pennies is around 40% over face 
value. 
For detectorists, the above information has some value, as different alloys can give different readings. 
A ’higher-end’ machine can often differentiate among types of pennies, before you dig. I know I can 
usually avoid zinc pennies…of course at the risk of missing something really good like very small 
silver jewelry or perhaps a worn silver half-dime or half real. But usually those coins are deeper, and I 
never pass up a deep target that reads in this range. 
I’ll share what my Minelab reads, with its Sunray meter, as it may be helpful to you. 
Large cent – 180;  silver coins - 180; copper-nickel Flying Eagle/Indian cents– 162; bronze Indians – 
172-173; bronze/brass cents – 179-180; zinc pennies – 176. Unfortunately, ‘square’ pulltabs read 
‘Indian’, and various trash reads in the ‘copper-nickel’ area. Of course, depth and soil anomalies/trash 
(multiple targets) can affect any reading. (And now that my Sunray meter is broken and can’t be 
replaced, I’m detecting only by ‘ear’ when I use the Sovereign. And guess what - I’m finding more 
gold, because I have no meter to ‘lean on’!  Also a LOT more pulltabs.    Ed.) 
{Info. taken from Coin World, October 30, 2006, and Yeoman’s Redbook.} 
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Bold, italics indicates the 
winners - submitted by Bill 

Wright, April, 2007 

COIN

 

 Gold/Silver   

Pre 1900  Craig Sims 1884 Seated Liberty Dime 

  Mark Sutcliffe 1853 Seated Liberty Quarter 

Post 1899  Dave Gregorski 1900 O Barber Quarter 

  Joe Waldron 1919 Mercury Dime 

  Ken Gudernatch 1964 Dime 

 Other   

Pre 1900  Bob Ellis 1817 Large Cent 

  Bill Wright King George III Half Cent 

  Carl Muller 1874 Indian Head Cent 

  John McQueen 1858 Flying Eagle Cent 

  Richard Walauski 1891 Indian Head Cent 

Post 1899  Vince DiBattista 10 Wheat Cents in One Hole 

  MAC?? 1918 Buffalo Nickel 

  Rick Browne 2001 P One Dollar Coin 

 Token/medal Bob Cwikla Palmolive Soap Token 

  Roger Moyles War Token 

JEWELRY    

 Gold Rick Browne 14K ring with 23 Diamonds 

  Everett Berube 14K Ring with Sapphire 

  Dave Gregorski 1938 10K Class Ring 

  Jamie Chamberland Gold Grill 

  Mark Sutcliffe 1968 10K Class Ring 

 Silver Ken Gudernatch Jewelled Sterling Cross 

  Stephen Lawrence Silver Lockett 

  Bob Cwikla Sterling Silver Pin 

  Tony Cwikla Silver Man's Ring with Abalony 

 President's Award Roger Moyles Sterling Silver Bracelet 

 Other Vince DiBattista Victorian Pin with Stones 
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By Bill Wright 

Craig Sims:  1884 Seated Dime - Craig hadn’t been out since the Polar Bear hunt. He found this dime 
within 10 minutes of searching a private yard. 
Dave Gregorski:  1900 -O Barber Quarter – Dave found this quarter in a New Britain park that has been 
heavily hunted. It was down 6 inches. 
Bob Ellis:  1817 Large Cent – Bob found this coin amongst the trash at a very trashy homesite. 
Vince DiBattista:  10 Wheat cents in one hole – Vince found these coins at the same New Britain park. 
After clearing the hole, Vince couldn’t believe there was no silver. 
Bob Cwikla:  Palmolive Soap Token – This token was found in a private yard at 6 inches. 
Rick Browne:  14K Ring with 23 Diamonds – This ring was found at low tide right next to a silver  
Tiffany ring. 
Ken Gudernatch:  Jewelled Sterling Cross – This was found at a pond that has been drained since October. 
Ken and other club members hunted this pond many times before this cross was found. 
Vince DiBattista:  Victorian Pin – This was found at the same New Britain park on a different day. Vince 
had to get under a rock for this pin. 
Bob Cwikla:  Lead Soldier Figurine – This was found in a private yard standing straight up at a depth of 3 
to 4 inches. 
Vince DiBattista: Late 1800’s Navy Button – This was the first signal that Vince got on this trip, located 
under a bush. 
Bill Wright: Colonial Button – Found near a cellar hole that has produced a King George III copper and 
another button. 
Roger Moyles:  Presidents Award Sterling Silver Bracelet – This was found 3 inches down at a house that 
was built in 1820. 
Joe Waldron:  Consolation Prize Toy Car - This item was found at Hammonassett beach at a depth of         
8 to 10 inches. 

RELIC

 

 Toy Bob Cwikla Lead Figurine - Davy Crockett? 

 Consolation Prize Joe Waldron Toy Car 

  Dave Gregorski Tootsie Toy Roadster 

 Military Vince DiBattista Navy Button - Late 1800's 

 Other Bill Wright Colonial Button  

  Ken Gudernatch Multi Use Colonial Great Coat Button 

  Roger Moyles Lead Squirrel 

  Richard Walauski Old Lock 
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           Facts About Bananas  
 
After reading this, you'll never look at a banana in the same way again. [Ask Tiger Woods!] 
 
Bananas contain three natural sugars - sucrose, fructose and glucose combined with fiber. A banana gives an 
instant, sustained and substantial boost of energy. Research has proven that just two bananas provide enough 
energy for a strenuous 90-minute workout. No wonder the banana is the number one fruit with the world's 
leading athletes. But energy isn't the only way a banana can help us keep fit. It can also help overcome or 
prevent a substantial number of illnesses and conditions, making it a must to add to our daily diet.  
 
Depression: According to a recent survey undertaken by MIND amongst people suffering from depression, many 
felt much better after eating a banana. This is because bananas contain tryptophan, a type of protein that the body 
converts into serotonin, known to make you relax, improve your mood and generally make you feel happier.  
 
PMS: Forget the pills - eat a banana. The vitamin B6 it contains regulates blood glucose levels, which can affect 
your mood.  
 
Anemia: High in iron, bananas can stimulate the production of hemoglobin in the blood and so helps in cases of 
anemia.  
 
Blood Pressure: This unique tropical fruit is extremely high in potassium yet low in salt, making it perfect to 
beat blood pressure. So much so, the US Food and Drug Administration has just allowed the banana industry to 
make official claims for the fruit's ability to reduce the risk of blood pressure and stroke.  
 
Brain Power: 200 students at a Twickenham (Middlesex) school were helped through their exams this year by 
eating bananas at breakfast, break, and lunch in a bid to boost their brain power. Research has shown that the 
potassium-packed fruit can assist learning by making pupils more alert.  
 
Constipation: High in fiber, including bananas in the diet can help restore normal bowel action, helping to 
overcome the problem without resorting to laxatives.  
 
Hangovers: One of the quickest ways of curing a hangover is to make a banana milkshake, sweetened with 
honey. The banana calms the stomach and, with the help of the honey, builds up depleted blood sugar levels, 
while the milk soothes and re-hydrates your system.  
 
Heartburn: Bananas have a natural antacid effect in the body, so if you suffer from heartburn, try eating a banana 
for soothing relief.  
 
Morning Sickness: Snacking on bananas between meals helps to keep blood sugar levels up and avoid morning 
sickness  
 
Mosquito bites: Before reaching for the insect bite cream, try rubbing the affected area with the inside of a 
banana skin. Many people find it amazingly successful at reducing swelling and irritation.  
 
Nerves: Bananas are high in B vitamins that help calm the nervous system.  
 
Overweight and at work? Studies at the Institute of Psychology in Austria found pressure at work leads to 
gorging on comfort food like chocolate and crisps Looking at 5,000 hospital patients, researchers found the most 
obese were more likely to be in high-pressure jobs. The report concluded that, to avoid panic-induced food 
cravings, we need to control our blood sugar levels by snacking on high carbohydrate foods every two hours to 
keep levels steady.  
            Continued on page 9 
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 Ulcers: The banana is used as the dietary food against intestinal disorders because of its soft texture and 
smoothness. It is the only raw fruit that can be eaten without distress in over-chronicler cases. It also neutralizes 
over-acidity and reduces irritation by coating the lining of the stomach.  
 
Temperature control: Many other cultures see bananas as a "cooling" fruit that can lower both the physical and 
emotional temperature of expectant mothers. In Thailand , for example, pregnant women eat bananas to ensure 
their baby is born with a cool temperature.  
 
Seasonal Affective Disorder (SAD): Bananas can help SAD sufferers because they contain the natural mood 
enhancer tryptophan.  
 
Smoking &Tobacco Use: Bananas can also help people trying to give up smoking. The B6, B12 they contain, as 
well as the potassium and magnesium found in them, help the body recover from the effects of nicotine 
withdrawal.  
 
Stress: Potassium is a vital mineral, which helps normalize the heartbeat, sends oxygen to the brain and regulates 
your body's water balance When we are stressed, our metabolic rate rises, thereby reducing our potassium levels. 
These can be rebalanced with the help of a high-potassium banana snack.  
 
Strokes: According to research in The New England Journal of Medicine, eating bananas as part of a regular diet 
can cut the risk of death by strokes by as much as 40%!  
 
Warts: Those keen on natural alternatives swear that if you want to kill off a wart, take a piece of banana skin 
and place it on the wart, with the yellow side out. Carefully hold the skin in place with a plaster or surgical tape!  
 
   So, a banana really is a natural remedy for many ills. When you compare it to an apple, it has four times the 
protein, twice the carbohydrate, three times the phosphorus, five times the vitamin A and iron, and twice the 
other vitamins and minerals. It is also rich in potassium and is one of the best value foods around So maybe its 
time to change that well-known phrase so that we say, "A banana a day keeps the doctor away!"  
 
PASS IT ON TO YOUR FRIENDS  
PS: Bananas must be the reason monkeys are so happy all the time! I will add one here; want a quick shine on 
our shoes?? Take the INSIDE of the banana skin, and rub directly on the shoe...polish with dry cloth. Amazing 
fruit. 

Even Better Than a Coinstar® Find 
 
 BARRE, Vt. (AP) — With the drop of a single coin into a Salvation Army holiday collection kettle, the group may 
have been enriched by as much as $14,000. The donated 1908 Indian head [gold] coin has a face value of $2.50, said 
Capt. Louis Patrick. It's worth at least at $250 and possibly as much as $14,000, according to a preliminary analysis. 

"I was shocked," Patrick said. "I've heard of this happening in other places, but I've never actually seen it." The coin 
was enclosed in a protective plastic case. "It was an incredibly generous thing to do," Patrick said. "We are very 
appreciative." 

The Salvation Army plans to have the coin appraised and sold, possibly before the end of the holiday season. 
"One hundred percent of the money will be used to benefit our programs," Patrick said. The local Salvation Army 
distributes toys, food baskets and clothing. 

Before the gold coin donation, the local group had raised about $34,000 this year, Patrick said. It typically raises 
$80,000 through its kettle collections, he said. 
 
 (Found in the Hartford Courant, December 8, 2006; submitted by Mark Sutcliffe.) 
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UPCOMING EVENTS/HUNTS 

June 24 (Sunday) - Coin Show @ the Polish National Home, 60 Charter Oak Ave., Hartford. Free 
admission and parking - call 203-877-1680 (Ed Doran) for details. Doors open at 9 A.M. 

Y.T.C. outing -  May 18-20, Hope Valley, RI; see page 4 for details. 
D.I.R.T. 5th annual Treasure Hunt - Sunday, May 20, Ocean Beach, New London, CT. $45 entry 
fee. Over $1000 in coins, jewelry and prizes. Registration begins at noon. wwhiken@aol.com 

The Year Was...1969! 
 
  Billboard top hits 
Here we go, see if you've heard any of these; Everyday People (Sly & the Family Stone), 
Aquarius/Let the Sun Shine In (Fifth Dimension), Get Back (Beatles with Billy Preston), Dizzy 
(Tommy Roe), Crimson & Clover (Tommy James & the Shondells), In the Year 2525 (Zager & 
Evans), Sugar, Sugar (Archies), or Honky Tonk Women (Rolling Stones). Yeh, me either. 
 
  Hot toys of 1969 
Want to see what Santa brought that year? Well, there is a Spirograph, Nerf Ball, Silly String, 
Monkees Game, Frosty Sno-Cone, an Easy-Bake Oven and some Weebles. (You know, Weebles 
wobble but they don't fall down.) Oh, and here's Barrel of Monkeys, Ants in the Pants, Toss Across 
and Battling Tops. 
 
  The cost of living 
Kids have no idea how much stuff costs these days but they sure want everything they see on TV. 
They've got it made. The teenager wants to get a job. Did you know minimum wage is all the way up 
to $1.60/hr now? That was a fortune when I was a kid! I just filled up the gas tank today. Hard to 
believe, but gas is up to 35 cents a gallon! Hope my old Ford hangs on a while longer. They're asking 
$3,400 for a new one. And I definitely can't afford to move - the average home costs almost $28,000 
now! My wife sent me to the store earlier for the basics - you know, bread, milk and eggs. I gave the 
clerk $3 and barely got back enough change to buy a 6-cent stamp. 
 
What was on the boob tube? 
Let's forget about all that for now and watch some TV. Here are the choices. We can watch Get 
Smart, Gunsmoke, Rowan & Martin's Laugh-In, Hawaii Five-O, Adam-12 The Brady Bunch, Hogan's 
Heroes, Bewitched, The Avengers, Bonanza, Mission: Impossible, Green Acres, Dragnet, Beverly 
Hillbillies, I Dream Of Jeannie, the Carol Burnett Show, Star Trek or the Ed Sullivan Show. What'll it 
be? Oh, and by the way, would you please get up and turn on the set? Throw you the remote... what's 
that? 

(Disclaimer: Since I was only 10 years old in 1969 1 may have left a few things out.) 
      [Source unknown.] 
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Minutes of Yankee Territory Coinshooters meeting,  May 8, 2007: 
The monthly meeting was called to order at 6:44 p.m. with 37 members and 1 visitor. 
The Secretary’s Report was accepted as published in the Probe. 
The Treasurer’s Report was read and accepted with a balance of $2,639.61 plus silver inventory of $460.10 at 
purchase cost. 
Announcements and Correspondence: 
Tony Cwikla brought fliers for the Blackthorne Resort Lost Treasure Weekend. [See page 10 for details.] 
Old Business: 
Dave Gregorski reported on the B.O.N.E Treasure Show in Keene in April. He said the meals were great, as well 
as the interesting people and amazing finds on display. About 10 or 12 YTC members attended the show. Mark 
Sutcliffe gave a talk on cleaning and preservation of coins and artifacts. YTC won awards for Best Display and 
Newsletter of the Year. Chuck Anderson and Mark Sutcliffe were inducted into the Best O’ North East Treasure 
Hunters Hall of Fame at the Saturday night banquet. There was some grousing about the Sunday open hunt. 
Apparently the ten prize tokens were planted on edge, making them especially difficult to find, since only five 
were found. Phil Skewes found two of them, however. They were good for magazine and newsletter 
subscriptions. 
Dave also reported on the club’s May Hunt that was put on by Vince DiBattista, Mark, and himself. The 
objective was to give value back to the members. It was planned for 35 hunters. 26 members participated, so 
there were plenty of finds for those who came, and the weather was outstanding. See the June Probe for a full 
report. 
Chuck reported that “Golden Tom” Kunkler will be returning in June to show off his finds from England. 
Jeweler Mike Russo will return in July. 
New Business: 
Roger Moyles presented his proposal for the Club Outing in Hope Valley, Rhode Island May 18th –20th. A 
motion was made and passed to give Roger $60 to reimburse the property owner for the use (cleaning) of his 
portable toilet. It was suggested that those attending the outing make a donation to the club to offset the cost of 
the toilet. A motion was made and passed to give the property owner a $50 gift certificate in appreciation for the 
use of his property. 
Chuck is planning a Club Outing at Rocky Neck from 6-8:00 p.m. June 30th. [See page 10.] We are planning 
a Misquamicut trip in July, and a gold panning trip in August. 
We will be purchasing additional silver dollars and proof sets for the club raffles. 
A motion was made and passed to pay $72 for the Post Office Box for one year. 
Mark Sutcliffe gave an abbreviated presentation of the coin and artifact cleaning and preservation talk that he 
gave at B.O.N.E. Contact him if you would like the lecture notes. 
John Daly was absent for the Attendance Drawing for 6 silver quarters, Vince DiBattista won a silver dime. 
Richard Walauski won the 1922 Peace Dollar Raffle, Bill Wright won a 1964 proof set. 
Bob Cwikla won the 50/50 Raffle. 
Rick Browne presented Mark with a gold initial ring that bore the initials MS (and fit) in appreciation of his 
service to the club. 
Challenge master Dave Gregorski announced the following winners: Phil Skewes, Level 1; Richard MacRobbie, 
Rick Browne, and Joe Waldron, Levels 1 & 2; Richard Walauski, Level 2, and Dave himself, Level 3. 
The meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted, Mark S. Sutcliffe, Secretary 
Welcome to New Members Since the April Meeting: 
Rudy Kissmann of Manchester 
William Lucas of Bloomfield 
Jay Walpole of Enfield 
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                            YTC Officers 
 
President, Chuck Anderson        860-944-9558 
           {nlsanderson@sbcglobal.net} 
         
Vice President,  Tony Cwikla        860-623-1153
    {CAPACTION@aol.com}
                             
Secretary, Mark Sutcliffe                  860-647-7541  
                                   {MSUTCL 1776@aol.com} 
 
Treasurer, Vince DiBattista              860-666-0270 
            {VDibattist@sbcglobal.net} 
 
Newsletter, Dave Gregorski               860-742-5836 
                                    {DGRookie@sbcglobal.net} 

Yankee Territory Coinshooters 
Code of Ethics 

Respect the rights and property of others. 
Never destroy historical or archeological artifacts. 
Observe all laws, whether national, state, or local. 
Aid law enforcement officials whenever possible. 

Leave the land and vegetation as it was. 
FILL IN ALL HOLES. 

Remove all trash and litter, take it with you when you 
leave. 

Remember that all coinshooters may be judged by the 
example YOU set. Always conduct yourself with 

courtesy and consideration toward others. 

T.C.  Metal Detectors 
Authorized dealer for Fisher, Tesoro, Minelab, 
Garrett, Troy, Bounty Hunter, Detectorpro, 

Whites, Lesche, RTG, and more 

Tony Cwikla, 23 Cornwall Drive,  
Windsor Locks, CT  06096 

860-623-1153 or  860-916-2506 
{29 years experience, oldest, largest dealer in the area} 

Member: Y.T.C., FMDAC 
Special discounts for members! 

FAX: 860-627-0593;  e-mail:  
CAPACTION@aol.com 

 
We also carry a full line of books, digging tools, sand 
scoops, headphones, extra coils, bags, pouches, etc. 

 
- We use what we sell and give expert advice free of charge. - 

Why not come in and see what we’re finding !! 

METAL DETECTORS and ACCESSORIES  

J & E ENTERPRISES of  
S. Yarmouth  

Factory Authorized Dealer for Fisher, Garrett, 
Minelab, Tesoro, & Whites. Coiltek coils, Covers, 
Headphones, Beach & Water Scoops, Books, Etc., 

Eleanor Hube, 54 Old Main St. at Forest Rd. 
South Yarmouth, MA 02664 

1-508-760-2100 
e-mail,  jetrhub2@verizon.net 

(Founding member of Yankee Territory Coinshooters) 

SALES, SERVICE & RENTALS 
Accepts Discover, Mastercard and Visa 

Will ship UPS 

(Special consideration for Y.T.C. members.) 

July Meeting Program 
Mike Russo will return to Y.T.C. on 
July 10, sharing his enthusiasm for, 

and expertise in jewelry. 
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Report on May 5 Planted Hunt 
By Dave Gregorski 

 
 The weather was ideal – sunny and cool, with slowly warming temps. Twenty-five adults and one 
younger person signed up in time for the start of the team event. Each received a ‘coin wallet’ upon 
entry. The hunt ‘crew’ of Mark, Vince, and Dave had pre-planted most of the coins the night before, 
and that morning the remaining tokens and half dollars went into the ground. 
The upper field had been planted with 159 tokens – each with a letter inscribed on it, to roughly match 
the ratio of letters in the game of Scrabble (e.g., there were 18 ‘E’s’, and one ‘Z’.  Teams of 3 were 
randomly chosen, and given approximately 30 minutes to retrieve the tokens. Then each team was 
asked to make as many words as they could, within a rather short time period. All letters and words had 
to be written down on the team’s ‘official’ pad. The results were scrutinized while the formal hunt was 
in progress, and prizes were later given to the top 3 teams. Of note, only 3 tokens remained undetected. 
Good job. 
In the main hunt, members were looking for over $180 worth of clad coins, and tokens for 131 coins 
and 46 other prizes. And one token, a small, brass padlock, got one the right to draw for the contents of 
our Treasure Chest. Some additional ‘interesting things’ were also planted. 
Since the number of coins/tokens was based on over 30 entrants, there were plenty of finds to go 
around. Most were found, and the remaining ~12 items were distributed by a raffle – drawn from cards 
that had each participant’s name on them. 
Then it came time for a shot at ‘the Indian’. Steve Beauregard found the padlock, and he had a one in 6 
chance…but drew a Wheat penny. For the next formal hunt, the Indian will have the company of only 
4 Wheat pennies – the odds are getting better! 
Thanks to those who generously donated prizes for the hunt, and to those helping with set-up and take-
down. Preparing for the hunt was a lot of work, but made easier because it was shared among Mark, 
Vince and myself. From feedback received, everyone had a good time, and most got value back 
exceeding their entry fee. Also, some neat ‘natural finds’ were unearthed during and after the hunt. 
Thanks to Mark for initiating this project and getting us permission to use the church property. And 
thanks to all those who participated. 

And thanks to Jamie Chamberland for the 
great pictures! (Some of you have seen them 

in color.) Pictures certainly add ‘life’ to a 
past event.  
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Bold, italics indicates the 
winners - submitted by Bill 

Wright, May, 2007 

COIN

 

 Gold/Silver   
Pre 1900  Steve Beauregard 1830 Capped Bust Half Dime 
  Rick Browne 1847 Dime 
  Craig Sims 1854 Seated Quarter 
  Carl Muller 1875 - CC Dime 
    
Post 1899  Jamie Chamberland 1908 - O Quarter 
  Mike Giannetti 1944 Quarter 
  Don Bogli                       1942 War Nickel 
 Other   

Pre 1900  Roger Moyles 
Coin Spill - 1858 Flying Eagle, 1860 & 

1864 Indian Head & 1864 2 Cent 
    
  Mark Sutcliffe Fugio Cent 
  Ken Gudernatch 178? King Louis XIV 2 Sous Coin 
    
Post 1899  Bob Cwikla 1917 Buffalo Nickel 
  Dave Gregorski 1903 Indian Head Cent 
    
 Token/medal Joe Waldron Thomas Jefferson Trade Token 
  Vince DiBattista Hyvis Oil Token Circa 1930 
  Richard Walauski Spanish 2 Reale - Replica 

    
JEWELRY    

 Gold Rick Browne 
Ring with Blue Sapphire & 28 

Diamonds 
  Richard MacRobbie 18K White Gold Ring 
  Ken Gudernatch 14K Crucifix 
 President's Award Richard Janak 14K Ring with Tiger Eye 
  Vince DiBattista 14K Boys Charm 
    
 Silver Joe Waldron Sterling Bird & Flower Ring 
  Dave Gregorski Dolphin Ring 
  Richard MacRobbie Bracelet 
  Phil Skewes .925 Ring 
  Mike Giannetti Ring 
  Jamie Chamberland Sterling Class Ring 
    
 Other Bob Cwikla Earring with Stones 
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By Bill Wright 

Steve Beuregard:  1830 Capped Bust Half Dime – Steve got permission to detect a garden. Along with this Half 
Dime, Steve found some Barber coins and a horse token. 
Jamie Chamberland:  1908-O Barber Quarter – Jamie found this at 4 inches down in a ballpark where he has found 
several silver coins. 
 Roger Moyles:  Coin spill, 1858 Flying Eagle Cent, 1860 & 1864 Indian Head Pennies & 1864 2 Cent Coin – 
These were found at 3 inches near a ‘stage coach’ cellar hole. 
 Bob Cwikla:  1917 Buffalo Nickel – Bob found this on top of the wood chips at a playscape. Bob feels this was 
recently lost [it was in nice shape]. 
Joe Waldron:  Thomas Jefferson Trade Token – This token was found in a soccer field where Joe also found 35 
Quarters and 20 to 30 Dimes. 
 Rick Browne:  Ring with Blue Sapphire and 23 Diamonds – Rick found this in a fresh water pond (after the 
Manchester planted hunt) where a gold ring was previously found. 
 Joe Waldron:  Sterling Bird with Flower – Joe found this at the same soccer field as the token. This soccer field also 
produced 4 silver rings. 
 Bob Cwikla:  Earring with stones – Bob found this earring at the same playscape as the buffalo nickel. 
 Vince DiBattista:  1945 Model Cap Gun – Vince found this natural find at the Manchester planted hunt. 
 Ken Gudernatch: Pre 1820 41st British or French Regiment Button – Ken found this at a new cellar hole that he 
found. This cellar hole also produced other buttons. 
 Roger Moyles: Silver Plated Shoe Buckle – Found 5 inches down at the same cellar hole as the coin spill. 
 Don Bogli:  Clay Marble – Don had turned off his detector and found this non metal object while looking for arrow 
heads. 
 
  Richard Janak:  Presidents Award Gold Ring with Tiger Eye – Rich found this ring while detecting up at the Cape. 
  Rich Walauski:  Presidents Award 42nd Regiment Button – Rich found this button along with many other buttons 
while detecting along the Connecticut river. 
  Dave Gregorski:  Consolation Prize Pink Heart – Dave found this non metal item while detecting in a school yard. 

RELIC

 

 Toy Vince DiBattista 1945 Model Cap Gun 
  Carl Muller Wild Bill Hickok Cap Pistol 
  Bob Cwikla Boat 
    
 Military Ken Gudernatch Pre 1820 41st Regiment Button 
 President's Award Richard Walauski Old regiment Button 
  Chuck Anderson Musket Ball 
    
 Other Roger Moyles Silver Plate Shoe Buckle 
  Steve Beauregard 1905 Philadelphia Horse Show Medallion 
  Don Bogli Colonial Button 
  Bill Wright Colonial Tombac Button 
  Joe Waldron Old Church Key 
  Dave Gregorski Drink Delicious Coca Cola Watch Fob 
  Rick Browne Turn of Century Button 

NON METAL    
  Don Bogli Clay Marble 
 Consolation Prize Dave Gregorski Pink (plastic) Heart 
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 Silver, Silver in the Soil… 

   ...why do you avoid my coil? There’s no telling how this wonderful hobby will pan out, when it 
comes to ‘finds’. There are always surprises – sometimes nice ones, sometimes not. 
   The last ‘meeting month’ (April-May) was one of my best, detecting-wise. I’d gotten 17 silver coins, 
including a nice Barber dime and quarter. Add to that a silver ring, a nice silver religious medal, and 
gold wedding band. Throw in around 10 Indians, Canadian and U.S. large cents (one each) in great 
shape, a few Buffalos, and a V-nickel. Life is good. 
  Then comes the current month. As of May 21, I have nothing to show off. Nada. Squat. 
Zero. Unless you count a beat-up Indian penny, whose date is in question. No silver coins or jewelry. 
Gold? Hah. 
   I always try to understand how some finds got to be where they were, how I and others may have 
missed them earlier. The usual excuse for detectorists coming up empty is, that ‘the site has been 
hammered’. I’ve used it myself.  Many are, and those are the sites I like to detect…a challenge to find 
something others have missed.  So I try different machines, different coils or approaches. There’s the 
axiom – ‘nobody gets it all’. But maybe, these sites of mine are really drying up. 
   But such sites are comfortable – they exude nice memories of past excursions. [I have 4 school sites 
where I’ve spent over 200 hours (total) detecting, pulling out around 100 silver coins.] And they’re 
‘safe’…no bad memories, no one trying to make things difficult. Now and then I’ll find a ‘special’ site, 
but ~90% of my detecting time is spent returning to the same public grounds.  Except… 
   Last month I clipped an article regarding a house that a neighboring town was considering buying. I 
decided it was time to check it out. It was on an older street – a corner lot. I was prepared to actually 
ask permission of the owner. When I drove by, I noticed the grass was mostly calf-high…no one was 
living there! And the house was 80+ years old, so SURELY there must be silver there! I pulled into the 
driveway and quickly hid my truck behind the house (no sense inviting attention). I got out the Garrett 
2500, because first time through, I wanted coins, and the ‘sizing’ feature is great for this. 
   After 90 minutes, I had 4 Wheaties, a nickel, and a few Memorials. Still no silver!  No noticeable dig 
holes. Maybe no kids had ever played in the yard…or they weren’t allowed to carry pocket change. 
The neighbor let out a small dog, a real ‘yapper’. I started feeling uncomfortable with the attention 
/noise, and decided to leave. It was May 22. Haven’t been back. High grass probably prohibitive. 
   Back to a ‘comfortable’ site the next evening. It’s really clean – got 2 pennies in an hour. Time to 
give up on it permanently? May 23…where is that silver hiding? 
   Golf at Keney Park the next day. Had the detectors along. Very warm day…needed to rest (with a 
cold beer) after the round, then felt energized enough to try the nearby woods. Nothing but a shotgun 
shell. Last resort – try the edge of the cricket field, which I’ve been over before (but it is large). Got a 
solid coin signal with the 2500 – FINALLY, a ’27 Merc at 6 inches. Boy, did that ever look sweet. My 
only coin in an hour+. 
   I guess if I want more silver-success, I’ll have to change my detecting pattern. What I’m not 
comfortable with, is asking permission to detect new (private) sites. Must be the ‘fear of rejection’, or 
something like that. That may sound silly to some, but others of you know what I mean. So that is a 
possible area of ‘growth’ for me. Maybe when I get tired of my monthly take being so meager, I’ll 
venture out in a different way. In the meantime…maybe there’s one more silver coin left in that old 
schoolyard! 
              Dave Gregorski 
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‘Water Walker’ answers two Tough Questions. 
   Many of you have asked me “What is the best detector for water hunting?” And “How do you 
find so many objects for the Find of the Month?” These are two very good questions. However, 
you may not like my answers, but read on. 
The best detector for water hunting is the one you find the good stuff with.  
    I have detected from the Mediterranean Sea in the east to past the Mariana Trench in the west, 
from the Bearing Strait and Artic Ocean in the north to within 10 degrees of the Equator including 
the South Pacific, Gulf of Mexico and Caribbean Sea. I have detected in nine different countries in 
sweltering heat and beneath broken ice on frozen ponds and in salt water as thick as a Slurpee. In 
each case the beach conditions are what influence me the most in choosing which detector I use. 
Additionally each detector has its own pros and cons and I like each for its own individual 
characteristics of discrimination, coil size, weight, balance and comfort. I have used Garrett, 
Whites and Minelab water units and they ALL have found the good stuff. 
   My choice of detector hinges on several factors on any given day. First, will the detector be 
affected by near by electrical interference, such as at Rocky Neck State Park. Second, is the beach 
known to be “trashy” especially with iron? Third, is there a heavy undertow or large amounts of 
seaweed I will have to “swing” through? Fourth, can I stay away from others so as not to cause or 
be hampered by heterodyning between machines? Fifth, do I want to get an “edge” on deep 
targets? And lastly, how lucky do I feel. 
   As for “How do you find so many objects?” It all boils done to time and luck. I averaged 315 
hours of detecting in 90 days of water walking during each of the past five years. Luck comes in 
choosing which beach to go to. I play the odds and occasionally just go for a beach I have not been 
to in some time. Of course the tides [and storm erosion] play an important factor in salt water 
beach selection.  
   I started counting the beaches I had detected in the past 5 years and gave up. Let me just say that 
I have over 500 beaches programmed into my GPS unit. I have been to ALL of them (except for 6 
new ones) over the past 15 years. Some have closed and some are so small only one person can 
detect the area at a time. Some are only detectable after the swimming season or when the lake is 
drained, as is the case of one beach with a very sharp drop-off. Private beaches are accessible only 
with permission and the timing has to be ideal. A “friend” on the gate, an association member to 
go with you or a deserted beach because of bad weather may be the key to a good day of detecting.  
   Water detecting, like land, can be done in the dark. But you really need to know what you are 
doing. It is always advisable to have a “buddy” anytime day or night you detect in the water, if for 
nothing more that safety’s sake. 
   I enjoy helping anyone find answers to their questions, at any time, just ask. This is true even if 
you do not like the above answers. I can get more specific as well as give more detailed reasoning 
and opinions, just ask. 
   I almost forgot to add in the ‘detecting’ miles driven per year: on average 13,000. And the cost: a 
conservative estimate, amortizing over the years is in the neighborhood of $4,500 per year. That 
includes equipment, transportation, lodging and food. What a hobby! 

   Oh yes - May the ring of gold be in your ears and the glitter in your scoop!            Rick Browne 
[Thanks to Rick for sharing his expertise. As with ‘dirt-detecting’, it pays to know your machines.] 
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UPCOMING EVENTS/HUNTS 

June 24 (Sunday) - Coin Show @ the Polish National Home, 60 Charter Oak Ave., Hartford. 
Free admission and parking - call 203-877-1680 (Ed Doran) for details. Doors open at 9 A.M. 

Y.T.C. ‘fun hunt’ - Saturday, June 30, 2007 - Rocky Neck State Park Beach;    
We will meet in the parking lot at 5:45 P.M. There will likely be an admission charge, so by 
carpooling you can share expenses.  The tide will be part way in, for those considering 
waterhunting. Go out afterward for a Seafood dinner, for those who wish.  

August 10-12 - Blackthorne Resort’s Lost Treasure Weekend - see below.

FRIDAY-CHECK-IN AFTER 3:OOPM 
7:00-9:00 PM international Hot & Cold Buffet with Chefs Carving Station, Soup & Salad Bar, Rolling 
Coffee & Cordial Cart.  //  9:30 PM  Moonlight Madness Hunt - Search for Sliver under the stars. 
10:30 PM Dance to the Live Music from 50's & 60's Band. 

 
SATURDAY 
8:30-10:00 All you can eat breakfast w/eggs any style made to order, waffle making station, juice cart, 
fresh fruit, etc.  Morning hunt - scavenge for Silver and other trinkets.  
    Break for lunch and get together with your follow hunters and show 'em your loot. 
2:00 PM "GOLD RUSH” - we told you there is gold in them mountains - now it is up to you to find it!! 
 (Take a tour on our Antique tractor drawn hayride.) 
5:00 PM Time to try your keys for the MYSTERY PRIZE and claim your LOCK BOX.                     
 Tokens redeemed for various prizes! 
6:00 PM Dinner is served in the dining room. There will be a choice of 2 entrees, soup and salad bar, 
dessert cart, complementary roiling coffee & cordial cart. 
At dusk enjoy one of Stockrooms' phenomenal fireworks display!! 
10:00 PM Time to party and dance the night away. 

 
 SUNDAY 
8:30-10:00 Another all you can eat breakfast w/eggs any style made to order, waffle making station, juice 
cart, fresh fruit, etc.. 
11:00 Check-out and be sure to make your reservations for the 2nd Annual Lost Treasure Weekend. 
Feel Free to continue to search for "unclaimed treasure." There is food and drinks available all weekend 
at the Tidal Bar. Between your treasure hunts enjoy the pool, hiking trails, fishing pond and all the other 
outdoor activities!!    348 Sunside Road, East Durham, NY 12423;  Phone: (518) 634-2541  contact: 
  royhandel@msn.com         Only ‘Standard’ rooms remain - $175 per person, double occupancy. 
                    Camping/RV sites available.      www.blackthorneresort.com 
 NYS Thruway to Exit 21. Continue West on RT 23 post town of Cairo to Rt. 145. Follow for 4.5 miles, 
then turn left onto Sunside Road 
 Massachusetts Turnpike  to NYS Thruway South to Exit 21 and proceed as above. 
Taconic State Parkway - over Rip Van Winkle Bridge. Follow RT 23 West to RT 145. Follow for 4.5 
miles then turn left onto Sunside Road 
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Minutes of Yankee Territory Coinshooters meeting June 12, 2007: 
The monthly meeting was called to order at 6:47 p.m. with 45 members and 7 visitors present. 
The Secretary’s Report was accepted as published. 
The Treasurer’s Report was read and accepted with a balance of $2,524.50 plus silver inventory of $435.21 at 
purchase cost. 
Announcements & Correspondence: 
Chuck had fliers for the Blackthorne Resort outing in New York August 10-12. At least a half dozen members 
indicated that they were planning to attend. 
The club made a donation to the Sharon Volunteer Fire Department in memory of Ken and Steve Gudernatch’s 
father, who passed away on May 29th. 
Old Business: 
Roger Moyles reported on the Hope Valley Rhode Island outing. The weather wasn’t bad. Bill Wright found his 
first half dime and an Indian Head cent. The property owner says we can return, and it’s only 15 minutes from 
Rhode Island beaches. The bottle dump was not found. 
Chuck announced a club outing on June 30th at Rocky Neck beach (expect rain). See page 4. 
He also reported that jeweler Mike Russo would speak at the July meeting. 
New Business: 
Rick Browne reported on his and Jane’s 40th wedding anniversary and metal detecting trip to Punta Cana. He 
found four gold rings (one with 7 diamonds), two silver, and two titanium rings. This resort area of the 
Dominican Republic has 4-foot tides that are detectable for two hours before and after low tide. Don’t bother 
trying to detect the Turks and Caicos because customs will confiscate your detector when you arrive. 
Dave Gregorski announced a fun hunt on July 15th at Misquamicut, Rhode Island. 
Tony Cwikla will showcase new detectors for the August program. 
“Golden Tom” Kunkler returned to show off his finds from Colchester England, including coins, buttons, 
weights, and thimbles. He said that is very exciting to detect 5,000 years of history. All of the finds must be 
analyzed by historians before being shipped out of the country: they don’t let you take out anything considered a 
National Treasure. A National Treasure is usually something that is at least 300 years old and at least 10% silver 
or gold. It must be sold to a museum or collector and must remain in Great Britain. The proceeds of the sale are 
split between the finder and the landowner. 
You need a good detector that will ignore small iron, as well as an electronic probe. The guide provides various 
types of shovels or you can bring your own. The soil is heavy clay and many targets are quite deep. Some folks 
use Google Earth to look for potential hot spots. 
Tom prefers this guide’s trips to those of Jimmy Sierra because they are all detecting (no sightseeing unless you 
choose to). See: http://www.colchestertreasurehunting.co.uk/ 
Tom is willing to consider teaming up with YTC members for an England trip. E-mail him at 
goldentom@adelphia.net or write to him c/o TAK Enterprises, 70 Enterprise Dr., Bristol, CT 06010. 
The Attendance Drawing was not held due to the absence of the AD box. 
Jeff Pelletier won 1923 Silver Dollar Raffle, and the 1964 silver proof set. 
Ken Gudernatch won the 50/50 Raffle. 
Challenge master Dave Gregorski announced the following winners: Elaine Leonard and Roger Moyles, Level 1; 
Mark Sutcliffe, Level 2. 
The meeting adjourned at 9:04 p.m. Respectfully submitted, Mark S. Sutcliffe, Secretary 
****************************************************************************** 
Welcome to four new members since the last meeting, bringing our membership to a record 120: 
Bruce and Marlene Chameroy of Manchester 
Dan Dyar of Madison 
Dorothy Zadroga of Cromwell 
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                            YTC Officers 
 
President, Chuck Anderson        860-944-9558 
           {nlsanderson@sbcglobal.net} 
         
Vice President,  Tony Cwikla        860-623-1153
    {CAPACTION@aol.com}
                             
Secretary, Mark Sutcliffe                  860-647-7541  
                                     {MSUTCL 1776@aol.com} 
 
Treasurer, Vince DiBattista              860-666-0270 
                          {VDibattist@sbcglobal.net} 
 
Newsletter, Dave Gregorski               860-742-5836 
                                     {DGRookie@sbcglobal.net} 

Yankee Territory Coinshooters 
Code of Ethics 

Respect the rights and property of others. 
Never destroy historical or archeological artifacts. 
Observe all laws, whether national, state, or local. 
Aid law enforcement officials whenever possible. 

Leave the land and vegetation as it was. 
FILL IN ALL HOLES. 

Remove all trash and litter, take it with you when you 
leave. 

Remember that all coinshooters may be judged by the 
example YOU set. Always conduct yourself with 

courtesy and consideration toward others. 

T.C.  Metal Detectors 
Authorized dealer for Fisher, Tesoro, Minelab, 
Garrett, Troy, Bounty Hunter, Detectorpro, 

Whites, Lesche, RTG, and more 

Tony Cwikla, 23 Cornwall Drive,  
Windsor Locks, CT  06096 

860-623-1153 or  860-916-2506 
{29 years experience, oldest, largest dealer in the area} 

Member: Y.T.C., FMDAC 
Special discounts for members! 

FAX: 860-627-0593;  e-mail:  
CAPACTION@aol.com 

 
We also carry a full line of books, digging tools, sand 
scoops, headphones, extra coils, bags, pouches, etc. 

 
- We use what we sell and give expert advice free of charge. - 

Why not come in and see what we’re finding !! 

METAL DETECTORS and ACCESSORIES  

J & E ENTERPRISES of  
S. Yarmouth  

Factory Authorized Dealer for Fisher, Garrett, 
Minelab, Tesoro, & Whites. Coiltek coils, Covers, 
Headphones, Beach & Water Scoops, Books, Etc., 

Eleanor Hube, 54 Old Main St. at Forest Rd. 
South Yarmouth, MA 02664 

1-508-760-2100 
e-mail,  jetrhub2@verizon.net 

(Founding member of Yankee Territory Coinshooters) 

SALES, SERVICE & RENTALS 
Accepts Discover, Mastercard and Visa 

Will ship UPS 

(Special consideration for Y.T.C. members.) 

Our Condolences… 
...to Ken and Steve Gudernatch on the loss 

of their father last month. Some of you 
knew this, but I was remiss in not noting it 

in the Probe. 
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May Outing Report 
Seven Y.T.C. members detected an old 
farmstead on the weekend of May 18-20. 
It was located in the old town of Hope 
Valley, RI, and member Roger Moyles 
got us permission to hunt there. 

The weather started out rainy, but 
improved over time. I got there mid-day 
Saturday, after getting a cheap room in the 
area. A grassy area (fairly tall) was 
available, but of more interest were old 
foundations not far in the woods.  

Some buttons and lead balls were found, 
and Bill Wright did the best - an 1892 
Indian cent and a seated half dime! The 
mosquitoes were very glad to see us.  

Chuck Anderson joined us for the evening 
campfire on Saturday, and it was fun 
hearing the stories you might expect (and 
some you might not!). The club presented 
the genial host with a gift certificate to a 
nice local restaurant. Thanks to Roger for 
getting us into this spot - there may be 
another site available nearby, in the 
future.       Ed. 

July Club ‘Fun Hunt’ 
We will meet at Misquamicut Beach in 
RI, on Sunday evening, July 15. As usual, 
let’s gather in the parking lot west of the 
large pavilion, at 5:30 P.M. There should 
be no admission charge at that time. 

Hopefully the crowds will be large - there 
is ample beach to detect, but waterhunting 
is usually an ‘iffy’ proposition because of 
large waves. The hunt will begin at 5:45, 
and end at 8 P.M. This should give us 
some daylight to compare our finds, and 
award the winners. Food is very ‘pricey’ 
in the area, but there may still be a small, 
informal  stand where the seafood is fresh. 
We hope you will join us. 

A Treasure in the Clam Beds 

A man who was digging clams off Branford, 
Connecticut, found a gold wedding band among 
the beds of Mercenaria mercenaria. When his 
wife cleaned off the encrustations, the inscription 
looked familiar -- it was his wedding band. Two 
years ago it had slipped off his finger while he 
was clamming in the same spot. 

   [Submitted by Mark Sutcliffe] 

August Meeting - New Location 
The August 14th Y.T.C. meeting will 
take place at the Riverside Health and 
Rehabilitation Center - 745 Main 
Street in East Hartford. This is about 
a block from our usual library location.  
Park across the street at the town hall 
lot, behind the building. Be careful 
crossing the street. 

‘Deep Woods Off’ 
For lack of a small article or notice for 
this space, I’m offering for sale, a 6-ounce 
spray can of the above repellant. It 
contains 25% DEET, so it can be safely 
sprayed onto the skin. I bought a 4-pack, 
and have an extra can...for $3.50, which is 
a good deal.  Contact me.    Dave G. 
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A ‘Thank You’ Note 

            May 22, 2007 

Dear Mr. Janak: 

 I would like to express my gratitude for your 
helping me out of a potentially very traumatic 
situation. While trimming my hedges last weekend I 
felt my wedding ring catch and then fall off into the 
hedge. My husband and I both searched for several 
hours, to no avail. My husband even tried going out 
that night in the darkness with a flashlight in hopes, 
of catching a glint of the gold. His effort was also 
unsuccessful. 

 Then my husband thought of a coworker, Rich 
Janak, who was an avid treasure hunter with several 
metal detectors. My husband asked Mr. Janak to 
assist in this matter and he graciously obliged. 
Within two minutes Mr. Janak had found the 
wedding ring. My husband and I would both like to 
thank Mr. Janak very much. As you all know, it is 
not only the monetary value of the ring, but the 
sentimental value that is truly important. 

 Sincerely,  Jeanne B. Bevins 

All cell phone numbers are being released to 
telemarketing companies and you will start to 
receive sales calls. YOU WILL BE CHARGED 
FOR THESE CALLS! 

To prevent this, call the following number from 
your cell phone:            888-382-1222 
It is the National DO NOT CALL list. It will only 
take a minute of your time. It blocks your number 
for five (5) years. 
You must call from the cell phone number 
you want to have blocked. 
You cannot call from a different phone number. 

HELP OTHERS BY PASSING THIS ON TO ALL 
YOUR FRIENDS. 
[Thanks to the Janaks for this information.] 
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Bold, italics indicates the 
winners - submitted by Bill 

Wright, June, 2007 

COIN

 Gold/Silver   

Pre 1900  John McQueen 

Coin Spill - 1888, 1889 Seated               
Dimes, 1887, 1889, 1897 V Nickels,          
1863, 1868, 1898 Indian cents 

    

  Don Bogli 1854 Seated Dime 

  Bob Cwikla 1734 1 Reale 

  Bill Wright 1853 Seated Half Dime 

    

Post 1899  Vince DiBattista Balled Up 1924 Peace Dollar 

  Craig Sims 1900 Barber Dime 

    

 Other   

Pre 1900  George Pecin 1795 Liberty Cap Large Cent 

  Robert Belrose 1808 Large Cent 

  Richard Walauski 1798 Liberty Large Cent 

  Darren Wright 1889 Indian Head Cent 

  Ken Gudernatch 1798 Draped Bust Large Cent 

    

Post 1899  Mark Sutcliffe 
Coin Spill - 1909 Indian Head Cent,          
1909, 1912 Wheat Cents 

    

 Token/medal Roger Moyles Mason's Token 

  Dave Gregorski Insurance Token 

JEWELRY

 

 Gold Rich Janak 14K Chain & Cross 

  Richard Walauski 1991 Class Ring 

  Rick Browne 14K Ring with 7 Diamonds 

  Everett Berube No Description 

  Ken Gudernatch 
14K Ring with Black Onyx & possible 

Diamond 

  Elaine Leonard White Gold Ring with Stones 
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Silver                                              Richard Walauski                 Silver Sword Pin

 

  Mark Sutcliffe .925 Silver Band   

  Bob Cwikla Sterling Mohawk Trail Pin   

 Consolation Prize Dave Gregorski Sterling Amulet   

  Mike Giannetti Silver Cross Necklace   

 Other Robert Belrose Colonial Brass Broach   

  Vince DiBattista Armitron Watch   

  R. Lipka Coin Holder   

  Darren Wright Hand Made Earring   

  Roger Moyles Earring??   

RELIC      

 Toy Dave Gregorski Iron Horse   

  Ken Mac Jeep CJ7   

  Bob Cwikla Tootsie Toy Truck   

  Roger Moyles No Description   

 Military John McQueen 1798 - 1802 Infantry Officer Button   

  Ken Briody 1834 - 1845 Military Button   

 Other Darren Wright 
Chest Lock?? Inset Brass Heart 

Carpenter & Co 1786?   

  Ken Gudernatch 
Crotal Bell made of Tombac with 

Horshoe Design   
  Bill Wright Old Button   

  Everett Berube Dog Tag California   

  Robert Belrose NY - NE Rairoad Police Tag - Silver?   
NON 

METAL      

  Bob Cwikla Bromo Seltzer Bottle   
  Dave Gregorski Fake Pearl   

  Ken Gudernatch Bullwinkle PEZ Dispenser   

  Robert Belrose Clay Pipe   

  Rick Browne Gerber AR30 Knife   

  Elaine Leonard Blue Shark   

  John McQueen Lady Lillian Bottle   

  Roy Wilbur Play Money   

  Roger Moyles Glass Bead   
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What 10 cents could buy 
 
  The Roosevelt dime, designed by Chief Engraver Joseph Sinnock, was released at a turning point in 
the nation's history (1946). 
 
 Millions of soldiers were returning home, eager to start life and raise families. 
 
 Consumer demand, pent up by 15 years of depression and war, fueled factories across the nation and 
created high�paying jobs for returning soldiers, all of whom wanted single�family homes, cars and 
washing machines. 
 
 At a time when the minimum wage was 40 cents an hour (now $5.15 an hour at the federal level, 
unchanged since 1997) a silver dime had fair purchasing power in the nation's coin, grocery and 
department stores. 
 
 Here is a sampling of what a new Roosevelt dime would buy in 1946: 
 
 * Three Good or better Indian Head cents 
 
 * Two newspapers – most cities had two or more 
 
 * Two Cokes at the soda fountain 
 
 * One 1863 Indian Head cent in Very Good 
 
 * Two 1910-S Lincoln cents in Fine 
 
 * One loaf of bread 
 
 * One flashlight battery 
 
 * One 1922-D Lincoln cent in VG 
 
 * Two pints of mineral oil 
 
 * One 1883 Liberty Head, Without CENTS,  5-cent coin in VG 
 
 * A pound and a half of sugar 
 
 * Three postage stamps, with a cent left over 
 
 * One Uncirculated Japanese invasion note. 
 
  

Continued on page 9 
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Here are the prices of some more expensive 
items advertised in 1946: 
 
 * 1909 Lincoln, V.B.D. cent, Uncirculated, 15 
cents 
 
 * 2-cent coins, circulated condition, 18 cents 
each 
 
 * Large cents, circulated condition, 20 cents 
each 
 
 * Life magazine, 20 cents 
 
 * Gasoline, 21 cents a gallon 
 
 * Half dimes, circulated condition, 30 cents 
each 
 
 * Civil War tokens, 33 cents each 
 
 * Coffee, 35 cents a pound 
 
 * 1909-S Lincoln cent, Fine, 40 cents 
 
 * Pork chop lunch at a diner, 50 cents 
 
 * Chicken, 50 cents a pound 
 
 * Beefsteak, 51 cents a pound 
 
 * Eggs, 56 cents a dozen 
 
 * 1875-S Seated Liberty 20 cent coin, VG, 75 
cents 
 
 * 1932-D Washington quarter dollar, Good to 
VG, 75 cents 
 
 * 1931-S Lincoln cent Uncirculated, $1 
 
 * 1937-D Indian Head, Three-Legged Bison 5-
cent coin, Very Fine, $1.25 
 
 * Three-minute phone call from New York to 
Chicago, $1.55 

* 1799 Draped Bust, Heraldic Eagle, 7x6 Stars 
silver dollar, Fine $ 10 
 
 * 1900 Lafayette dollar, Uncirculated, $12.50 
 
 * Men's suit, $27 
 
 * 1793 Flowing Hair, Chain cent, VG, $60 
 
 * Set of Proof sets, 1936 to 1942, $125 
 
 * 1796 Draped Bust quarter dollar 'steel�blue 
Proof," $200 
 
 * RCA 630-TS 10-inch television, $435 
 
 * 1946 Chevrolet, $1,147. 
 
[From Coin World, 4/7/06] 

Editor’s Note 
Yes, summer beach detecting can seem like this. For 
those who ‘hibernate’ during the winter, consider 
detecting a saltwater beach. They are pretty ‘clean’ 
that time of year, and you usually have to ‘earn’ your 
finds - but you will be detecting! At least the wet sand 
will be diggable, even after a freeze. 
Check the forecast for a fairly windless day, and 
bundle up. You may get lucky (like I did) and come 
across a beach that has been eroded by a winter 
storm/tide. It produced 2 silver Rosies and my first 
gold ring of the year. Next trip - only a Buffalo plus a 
few modern coins, and there were already signs of 
sand filling back in. Timing is everything in the 
winter.  
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UPCOMING EVENTS/HUNTS 

September 23 (Sunday) - Coin Show @ the Polish National Home, 60 Charter Oak Ave., Hartford. 
Free admission and parking - call 203-877-1680 (Ed Doran) for details. Doors open at 9 A.M. 

Y.T.C. ‘fun hunt’ - Sunday, July 15; see page 4 for details. 

August 10-12 - Blackthorne’s Treasure Weekend - see June Probe for details.    

John McQueen:  Coin Spill, 1888, 1889 Seated Dimes, 1887, 1889, 1897 V - Nickels, 1863, 1868, 1898 Indian 
Head Pennies – John was detecting with Ken near an old cellar hole. Ken asked him to check a target. Nearby, 
John got a mixed signal. He first found the seated dime and subsequent checking of the hole revealed the other 
coins. Motto of the story – re-check those holes! 
Vince DiBattista:  Balled Up 1924 Peace Dollar – Vince was detecting in a local park. He decided to detect in the 
woods next to the Park where he previously hadn’t found anything. It looks like someone started to make a ring out 
of it. 
George Pecin:  1795 Liberty Cap Large Cent – George found this at a previously visited cellar hole that has 
yielded coins from the 1780’s to 1805. 
Mark Sutcliffe:  Coin Spill, 1909 Indian Head Cent, 1909, 1912 Wheat Cents – Mark spotted bulldozer tracks 
and ‘scrapings’ at a local park. His searching led to this coin spill along with some Mercury Dimes and a Barber. 
Roger Moyles:  Mason’s Token – Roger found this at a old house that was having a addition put on. Roger also 
found a 1904 Indian Head Cent on top of the ground. 

Rich Janak:  14K Chain & Cross – Rich found this at the beach. He found it after spending over 4 hours in the 
water.  

Richard Walauski:  Silver Sword Pin – Rich found this detecting along the Connecticut river. He previously 
found some old buttons at this spot. 
Robert Belrose:  Colonial Brass Broach – Bob got a scratchy signal that he almost passed up. It goes to show, if 
in doubt, dig it anyway! 
Dave Gregorski:  Iron Horse – Dave found this at a private, previously detected site with his new Explorer SE. 
Playing with the adjustments, he was able to get a signal that a prior machine would have discriminated out. 
John McQueen: 1798 – 1802 Infantry Officer Button – John found this at the same site as the coin spill. It was 
right next to an old well. 
Darren Wright: Chest Lock?? Inset Brass Heart Carpenter & Co. 1786? – Darren found this unknown item 
detecting at an old home site where other relics were found along with a old copper coin. 
Bob Cwikla:  Cobalt Blue Bromo Seltzer Bottle – Bob was detecting where an old barn had been knocked down. 
While digging a signal that turned out to be a large copper disk at 9 inches, he found this bottle at 5 inches. 
Dave Gregorski:  Consolation Prize - Sterling Amulet – Dave found this at a depth of two inches while 
detecting at Keney Park. 

By Bill Wright 
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Minutes of Yankee Territory Coinshooters meeting July 10, 2007: 
The meeting was called to order at 6:57 p.m. with 49 members and 1 visitor present. 
The Secretary’s Report was accepted as published. 
The Treasurer’s Report was accepted as read with a balance of $2,575.33 plus silver inventory of $434.52 at 

purchase cost. 
Announcements and Correspondence: 
Chuck read a letter from the Associate Pastor of Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament Catholic Church in 
Westfield, MA. He was complaining about detectorists digging up the rectory property without permission (it’s a 
demolition site). He warned that trespassers will be arrested. Chuck wrote a sternly worded reply because he felt 
that the priest was impugning the good name of YTC. 
Read a letter from Sal Vetro who is suffering from Lyme Disease and would appreciate anyone else who has had 
it to contact him at 158 Webster Rd., Enfield, CT 06082, phone 860-749-7286, e-mail shelsinator1@cox.net. 
Read a “thank you” note from Tom Kunkler. 
Distributed “get well” cards for Eleanor Hube and Sal Vetro. 
Old Business: 
Nineteen members attended the Club Outing at Rocky Neck Beach. New member Dan Dyar found the only gold, 

which happened to be his first claddagh ring. True to predictions it rained during dinner (while they were 
eating on the restaurant’s patio).   

New Business: 
A motion was made and approved to send Chuck’s letter to the priest as written. 
Dave Gregorski is planning a Fun Hunt at Misquamicut in late July. 
Mark Sutcliffe is planning a gold panning trip to New Hampshire in August. 
Tony Cwikla will be our August speaker and introduce some new detectors. 
The August meeting location is changed to a convalescent home due to library renovations. 
A motion was made and passed to make the “Eyeball Find” FOTM category “Non-metallic object found 
while metal detecting.” 
Dave Gregorski reported that this year’s Cash Bash may be held at the Silver Lake Conference Center in Sharon, 
CT. It is a camp that dates back to about 1925. 
A motion was made and passed to make Tom Kunkler an Honorary Member for the remainder of the year in 
appreciation of his talks on detecting and prospecting. 
Jeweler Mike Russo of Montage Jewelers on Forestville Ave. in Bristol gave a very entertaining and informative 
presentation. He says that “Jewelry is the highest form of fashion.” There are many fakes out there, including 
fake gold chains with a real (marked) gold lobster claw clasp to make you think they’re real. Fake diamonds are 
too heavy and too perfect, and testers are not infallible. The best test kit is a small file, a stone, and a bottle of 
acid. Silver jewelry was usually not marked prior to 1927: it’s marked “sterling” or “.925” after 1927. 
New member Trisha Feldesy won the Attendance Drawing for 8 silver quarters! 
Bruce Morris and Dan Dyar each won a 1922 silver dollar in the Silver Dollar Raffle. 
Lenny Papineau won the 50/50 Raffle. 
Challenge Master Dave Gregorski announced the following members completed these levels: Richard Lipka, 
Level 1; Alan Schwartz, Level 1; Chuck Anderson, Level 2; Roger Moyles, Level 2. 
The meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m.  
Respectfully Submitted, Mark Sutcliffe, Secretary 
 
 Welcome to the following new members since June (current membership is 129): 
Edward (Pete) Burch of East Hampton 
Vic, Trisha, and Tyler Feldesy of Southington 
Chris and Shawn Kutschker of Griswold 
Debbie Stelik of Southington 
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                            YTC Officers 
 
President, Chuck Anderson        860-944-9558 
           {nlsanderson@sbcglobal.net} 
         
Vice President,  Tony Cwikla        860-623-1153
    {CAPACTION@aol.com}
                             
Secretary, Mark Sutcliffe                  860-647-7541  
                                     {MSUTCL 1776@aol.com} 
 
Treasurer, Vince DiBattista              860-666-0270 
                          {VDibattist@sbcglobal.net} 
 
Newsletter, Dave Gregorski               860-742-5836 
                                     {DGRookie@sbcglobal.net} 

Yankee Territory Coinshooters 
Code of Ethics 

Respect the rights and property of others. 
Never destroy historical or archeological artifacts. 
Observe all laws, whether national, state, or local. 
Aid law enforcement officials whenever possible. 

Leave the land and vegetation as it was. 
FILL IN ALL HOLES. 

Remove all trash and litter, take it with you when you 
leave. 

Remember that all coinshooters may be judged by the 
example YOU set. Always conduct yourself with 

courtesy and consideration toward others. 

T.C.  Metal Detectors 
Authorized dealer for Fisher, Tesoro, Minelab, 
Garrett, Troy, Bounty Hunter, Detectorpro, 

Whites, Lesche, RTG, and more 

Tony Cwikla, 23 Cornwall Drive,  
Windsor Locks, CT  06096 

860-623-1153 or  860-916-2506 
{29 years experience, oldest, largest dealer in the area} 

Member: Y.T.C., FMDAC 
Special discounts for members! 

FAX: 860-627-0593;  e-mail:  
CAPACTION@aol.com 

 
We also carry a full line of books, digging tools, sand 
scoops, headphones, extra coils, bags, pouches, etc. 

 
- We use what we sell and give expert advice free of charge. - 

Why not come in and see what we’re finding !! 

METAL DETECTORS and ACCESSORIES  

J & E ENTERPRISES of  
S. Yarmouth  

Factory Authorized Dealer for Fisher, Garrett, 
Minelab, Tesoro, & Whites. Coiltek coils, Covers, 
Headphones, Beach & Water Scoops, Books, Etc., 

Eleanor Hube, 54 Old Main St. at Forest Rd. 
South Yarmouth, MA 02664 

1-508-760-2100 
e-mail,  jetrhub2@verizon.net 

(Founding member of Yankee Territory Coinshooters) 

SALES, SERVICE & RENTALS 
Accepts Discover, Mastercard and Visa 

Will ship UPS 

(Special consideration for Y.T.C. members.) 
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 Y.T.C. Outing Reports 

Rocky Neck Beach 
 Because of the hot weather, the beach was more 
crowded than in past years. Several of us had to 
park further from the beach access than usual. 
Because of the hour, the entrance fee was 
reduced; however, a few vehicles managed to 
slip in for free, as the guard was temporarily 
absent from his/her post.  

   Twenty members showed up on that Saturday 
evening (June 30). About half initially wound 
their way through the immediate crowd, while 
the rest headed east where there was more open 
space. A few members detected in the water. 

   There were sufficient targets to keep everyone 
busy. Gathering back at the parking lot at around 
8 P.M., a few had some special items to show 
off; namely, a gold Claddaugh ring, and a few 
pieces of silver jewelry. ‘High coin’ count was 
49, for around $4.50. The dry sand paid off more 
in coins, the water, more in jewelry.  

  Chuck Anderson, the day’s hunt master, then 
distributed ‘scratch tickets’. There were a couple 
winners, most notably one member had five 
winners on one ticket!  

   Around 10 of us then drove to Flanders Fish 
Market restaurant for a very nice meal. Only then 
did ‘Chuck’s Curse’ occur - rain! (All his 
previous hunts at Rocky Neck had produced not 
just showers, but lightning as well.) Thanks to 
Chuck for organizing the hunt, and to everyone 

Misquamicut Beach (RI) 
The heavy traffic leaving the shoreline boded 
well for losses in the sand. Around 15 members 
made the trip (Sunday, July 15). The weather 
forecast was a bit ominous, as heavy 
thunderstorms were already making there way 
into western CT, moving east.  

   At the 5:45 start, the remaining crowd was 
well-spaced, giving us plenty of room to 
maneuver. No one detected the water because of 
the rather rough conditions. As usual, the guards 
had already left, so entry was free. 

   At a few minutes after 8, we gathered in the lot 
to compare finds. One 14k gold band showed up, 
and also a beautiful heart-shaped pendant with 
chain - all silver. ‘High coin’ count was 67, 
totaling $6.97. 

    Dave Gregorski distributed $20 worth of 
scratch tickets, and was not aware of any 
winners, though a few left without ‘scratching’. 
Since the tickets were ‘consecutive’, it is unlikely 
that no one won! [There was talk of replacing 
him next year, with someone who has a better 
‘touch’ for buying winning tickets!   (-:  ] 

   Six of us then headed down the road to a 
‘seafood shack’ with outdoor seating. The food 
was good, and each dinner came with a side 
order of mosquitoes, at no extra charge. Some 
clam cakes made it back to CT. Thanks to 
everyone who participated - it was a fun time. 

A Point of Etiquette and Courtesy 
A club member, who did not join our hunt, was present on the RI beach with his detector, before we 
arrived that Sunday. So that newer members will be aware - it’s been long-standing club policy, to 

ask members to refrain from detecting at our ’fun hunt’/outing sites, prior to the hunt.  
For ‘winter beach’ and dirt sites, that would be between the hunt announcement and the actual hunt. 
For summer beach sites like the above, that would be, at a minimum, for the day of the hunt. (Even if 

the beach is large - there are at least 2 members who detect over long distances, in a short time.)    
Hunt masters put forth some degree of effort for the benefit of the club. It’s disappointing if another 

member doesn’t respect this. 
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Recent Lost and Found Ads  
(May, 2007): 
  
LOST-Gold chain w/baby ring & trinket. 
Sentimental value. Enfield 860-749-7357 
Reward.  
[Journal Inquirer] 
  
LOST Gold anniversary ring, 5/6/07, Farmington 
Polo Grounds Craft Fair. Reward offered. Call 
Karen 860-426-1166. 
[Hartford Courant] 
  
LOST Silver charm, head, "Brittany 1/25/93." 
860-623-5430. 
[Hartford Courant] 
  (Thanks to Mark S. for ‘digging’ these up.) 

NON METAL

 

  Vince DiBattista Rubber Lizard 

  No Name Measuring Triangle 

  Chuck Anderson Knight 

  Dave Gregorski Marble 

  Joe Waldron Ring 

  Mac Robbie Water Pistol 

  Roger Moyles Fake Diamond 

 Consolation Prize Ken Gudernatch Deer Jaw with Teeth 

  Elaine Leonard Plastic Ice Cream Cone 

 

You May Have Heard… 
…that another shipwreck has given up its treasure. 
According to Coin World (June 4, 2007), “Odyssey 
Marine Exploration has recovered more than half a 
million silver coins weighing more than 17 tons, 
along with hundreds of gold coins.” The company 
said the wreck was from Colonial times and in 
International waters, but was mum on its location. 
  A BBC News report speculated that the wreck is just 
outside the English Channel’s southern end. Several 
Colonial ships may have gone down in that area. One 
ship, the Merchant Royal, carried Mexican bullion, 
and was lost in 1641. The coins are being conserved 
(cleaned) and documented, at an undisclosed site.  

Victorian Mourning Rituals 

Victorian women wore special apparel when 
they were in mourning. A Victorian widow's 
mourning would last twelve to eighteen 
months. During the first six of those months, 
only wool or crepe dresses were worn. The 
widow would remain in seclusion. 

For the next six months, jewelry of jet and 
black lace were permitted to be worn and 
activities of a more serious nature could be 
resumed at that time. 

For the last six months of the mourning 
process, the widow would wear half-
mourning colors of gray, white, and mauve. 
Her attendance at most social engagements 
was socially permitted. The mourning dress 
was made of black crepe (a fabric material 
with a grained or crinkled surface).  

Mourning hats and bonnets were black and 
usually made of crepe as well. Sprays of 
black leaves, black silk, wheat, roses and 
flower buds could be worn on the hat as a 
simple adornment. Parasols made especially 
for mourning periods were available to the 
Victorian woman as well.                                 
 Sign Post – July, 2007 
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Bold, italics indicates the 
winners - submitted by Bill 

Wright, July, 2007 

COIN

 

 Gold/Silver   

Pre 1900  John McQueen 1809 Capped Bust Dime 

Post 1899  Dave Gregorski 1929 Mercury Dime 

    

 Other   

Pre 1900  Steve Beauregard 1804 Half Cent 
  Mike Giannetti 1837 Large Cent 

  Bill Wright 1875 Russian Coin 

Post 1899  Dan Dyer Chinese Coin 

  Vince DiBattista 1 Franc French Coin 

  Steve Gudernatch Coin Spill - 87 Cents 

 Token/medal Ken Gudernatch Civil War Token - Oliver Miller Store 1863 

  Elaine Leonard $100 Las Vegas Chip 

  Chuck Anderson Cape May NJ Elongated Cent 
  Roger Moyles Kendall Oil Good Luck Token 

JEWELRY    

 Gold Rick Browne Two 14 K Bracelet's, 14 K Ring, 10 K Ring 

  Ken Gudernatch 
18 K Medallion with 1981 Krugerrand Gold 

Coin 

  Richard MacRobbie 10 K White Gold Ring with Blue Stone 

  Joe Waldron 14 K Gold Tanzanite with 6 Diamonds 

  Dan Dyar 14 K Ring 

  Bob Cwikla 10 K Ring 

 Silver Ken MacMinagil Until There Is A Cure Silver Bracelet 
  Elaine Leonard Named Charm Bracelet 

  Everett Berube Silver Ring with Zirconium 

  Jamie Chamberland .925 Box Ring Mexico 

 Other Dave Gregorski Skull Pendant 

  Chuck Anderson Woman's Watch 

  Richard Lupka Woman's Hair Pin with Stones 

  Steve Gudernatch Coins Earring 

  Phil Skewes Bracelet 
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By Bill Wright 

John McQueen:  1809 Capped Bust Dime – John found this in a corn field. John was surprised that after all those years in 
the ground, it was never damaged by farm equipment. 
Dave Gregorski:  1929 Mercury Dime – Dave found this dime using his new Explorer detector at a school yard that he had 
detected many times before with other detectors. 
Steve Beauregard:  1804 Half Cent – Steve found this beauty along with other coins and buttons at a cellar hole. All of the 
items were about 5 inches deep with the soil being very dark, almost black. 
Dan Dyar:  Chinese Coin – Dan found this coin at Rocky Neck at about 2 inches down. 
Ken Gudernatch:  1863 Civil War Token – Ken found this between a couple of rocks that were in the upper layer of a 
foundation. This was the only item found in this area. 
Rick Browne:  Two 14K Bracelet’s, 14K & 10K Rings – Rick found these items all connected as if someone had taken them 
off and put them in their pocket. Rick believes they have been in the sand for quite some time. 
Ken MacMinagil:  ‘Until There Is A Cure’ Bracelet – Ken found this item while detecting in Old Saybrook. 
Dave Gregorski:  Skull Pendant – Dave found this at the Playscape of the school yard where he found the Mercury dime. 
Alan Schwartz:  U.S.N. Los Angeles Blimp – Alan found this while detecting in a corn field in the back of Senior housing in 
Southwick MA.. 
Steve Beauregard: Eagle Button, Scoville Mfg. – Steve found this button near the surface of the same cellar hole where he 
found the Half Cent. 
Joe Waldron: Colonial Button – Joe found this button in a field that was in back of a not too old school. 
Vince DiBattista:  Rubber Lizard – Vince found this and a French Franc at a Playscape. 
Ken Gudernatch:  Consolation Prize, Deer Jaw with Teeth – Ken found this on the ground while detecting in New 
Hampshire and Maine. 

RELIC

 

 Toy Alan Schwartz U.S.N. Los Angeles Blimp 
  Bob Cwikla Match Box Car 
  Vince DiBattista Oil Truck 

  Elaine Leonard Child's Toy "Thing 1" 
  Roger Moyles Toy Soldier 
  No Name Grave Digger Car 
  Dave Gregorski Tootsie Toy Truck 

 Military Steve Beauregard Eagle Button Scoville Mfg. 
 Other Joe Waldron Button 
  Bill Wright Colonial Knee Britch Buckle 

  Ken Gudernatch Engraved Colonial Great Coat Button 

  Steve Gudernatch Unknown 

  Everett Berube No Description 

  Steve Beauregard Escutchen Fish Decorations 

                                                                     {Continued on page 5, bottom} 
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Which Streams Contain Gold?  
Generally speaking, streams that are most likely to contain gold must have four characteristics.  
1. They should be unregulated (not dammed).  
This factor is important because this technique is based on the spring flood churning up the minerals 
found in the streambed. When this is done during the spring flood, the gold and other dense materials 
fall to the bottom of certain areas first. This concentrates these valuable minerals which allows 
prospectors to find them.  
2. They should be in a mineral rich area  
Mineral Rich Area: A good indication as to whether you are in a mineral rich area is to look at the 
rocks exposed by the stream erosion and highway cuts used in road construction. Virtually any place 
that the rocks show a non-sedimentary layering will probably be an excellent place to look. This 
mineral layering is very infrequently level. Many times the rock layers appear to bend and incline. 
Quartz is commonly found in parts of the layering along with feldspar or other identifiable minerals. 
Consult field identification manuals for a more specific description of these minerals. They are 
common and can be easily identified with a little research.  
TIP ---> Another indication of a mineral rich area is the presence of black sand. Placer gold is usually 
found with black sand but the presence of black sand does not necessarily indicate the presence of gold.  
3. They should fall through enough elevation to cause sufficient churning in the spring flood  
As discussed earlier, gold is extremely dense. If the stream in which you are looking is slow moving 
and flat, the dense material will have settled out far upstream. As the meandering stream makes its 
way, it travels in a lazy, snake-like manner, twisting one way then the next. These rivers will provide 
you with little success. Rapids and waterfalls and white water are indications of quick elevation drops. 
The spring flood will churn up everything in the river's expanded boundaries. 
4. Stream path and rock formations facilitate the deposition of the dense materials (gold, lead, iron, 
mercury etc.)  
As mentioned before, placer gold settles in specific areas of a streambed called pay streaks. These pay 
streaks are most often found where the water flow slows down significantly. They may also form along 
a path, which follows the shortest, straightest path down the streambed at high water. As the Spring 
flood recedes, the deposits can be left some distance above a low, common summer water level. When 
looking for a good place to search, imagine what the river would have looked liked during the flood 
(better yet, go take a look if you can get there).  
Most streams do not travel in a straight line for very long either horizontally or vertically. The inside of 
the bends and where the stream levels out after a steeper run are good places for pay streaks to form.  
Another good spot to look can be found on the downstream sides of large boulders and other obstacles. 
These create an area where the flowing water slows down for just a short time. The highly dense 
materials can be concentrated here.  
Other obstacles include bedrock ridges and large fallen trees. The obstacles can be even more 
productive if they are in that shortest, straightest path down the streambed. Pay streaks may take 
several years to form so the best obstacles to investigate are those which appear to have been there for a 
long time. The best rock formations that help the prospector are those that trap dense materials that are 
flowing by during the flood. These formations can be best described as exposed bedrock with small, 
near vertical fissures. Smooth, well-worn bedrock is almost never productive.  

[From Streeter’s Treasure Hunters Gazette, July 4, 2007.] 
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 General TH’ing Tips  
Courtesy of www.Coinist.com  
Digging more signals: For those that are using a Target ID when digging a variety of signals you will 
have a better chance at Jewelry, Tokens, & say an Old Silver Quarter & Nickel in the same hole which 
depending on the placement of the coins may read like a tab or a zinc penny, for example. As always 
there are trade offs. By digging more you will probably come home with less coins as you will be 
digging more non-coin signals, but your chance for a truly great find will be increased by finding a 
target such as: Gold, Tokens, Flying Eagles, Indian Heads, 3 Cent Pieces, Rings & Jewelry, & finding 
more than one type of coin in the same hole or a good target in the same hole with a piece of junk. Also 
don't forget to rescan the hole after you remove an unwanted pull tab or piece of junk as you may have 
removed the mask that was covering a nice coin.  
Minelab Excalibur  
If you've been hunting along for several hours & you notice that the threshold volume level begins to 
gradually get louder and louder, & every so often there is blat of a sound, the detector is telling you that 
the Nicad Battery Pack need to be re-charged!  
Knobs spin around - The friction-fit knobs currently being used on the Excalibur’s can become loose 
from temperature change, among other things. The secret to tightening them is quite simple. Pop the 
yellow cap off the top of the knob with something sharp-edged like a pocketknife. Then, using a 1/4" 
nut driver or socket, GENTLY tighten the brass nut approx. 1/8 to 1/4 turn, until it snugs up. Align the 
black index mark on the yellow cap before popping it back on. 
Minelab Sovereign  
The Sovereign shares one rather unusual characteristic with the Excalibur - if you've been hunting for 
several hours and you notice that the Threshold volume level begins to gradually get louder and louder, 
this is telling you that the Battery Pack needs to be re-charged!  
The Sovereign Elite Meter should be calibrated for a reading of "550" with a U.S. Quarter, like all 
earlier versions of the meter.  
XLT Owner Tips  
Courtesy of www.Coinist.com  
For a detector to be stable you need the threshold on like the buzzing of a bee and stable. Some 
opinions; Preamp gain, AC sens. & VDI must be set each slightly higher one at a time, ground balance 
after each procedure for optimum performance...believe it or not many parts of the country won't even 
take a preamp gain of over 2 while many may go as high as 8-10. 
Lots of old timers have hearing problems and really think Modulated Audio is great in parks where 
depth is not a factor, however for the deep oldies turning the Modulation off will enable one to hear 
deepies better. 
OH by the way the XLT will play a song. Turn on the machine then press the menu button, select pro 
opt., then select disc, scroll down to recovery - set it to 1, Then press the menu and enter at the same 
time. 
How about GRAPH AVERAGING? I always use TONE ID - ON. I like all kinds of info flying at me, 
audio and video. TRY THIS. Turn GRAPH AVERAGING off and on while analyzing some deep 
targets, possible trash, or multiple targets in one hole (or in one vertical line). I like the responses with 
it OFF. It is quite rare to find anyone who uses this mode. The XLT can read 6-8 reflected signals at a 
time, why not see what they look like before some computer averages them? Different strokes for 
different folks, that's why.  
[Streeter’s Treasure Hunters Gazette, 10-06.] 
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UPCOMING EVENTS/HUNTS 

September 23 (Sunday) - Coin Show @ the Polish National Home, 60 Charter Oak Ave., Hartford. 
Free admission and parking - call 203-877-1680 (Ed Doran) for details. Doors open at 9 A.M. 

Y.T.C. ‘fun hunt’ - for August, it’s a gold-panning trip! See below.    

2007 Cash Bash -  Jerry Burr is working with members of the Northeaster’s club 
to acquire a location. Traditionally the event has been on Columbus Day 
weekend.  

                 YTC GOLD PANNING TRIP        
AUGUST 24-26, 2007 

TWIN RIVER CAMPGROUND ON 
THE WILD AMMONOOSUC RIVER 

BATH, NEW HAMPSHIRE 
At the invitation of the Green Mountain Prospectors of Vermont. See their web site: 

http://www.geocities.com/gmpvvt/. Do them a favor and join their club: it’s FREE! If you don’t have 
Internet access call President Tim Davis 802-759-3374 or Executive Director Fred Matheson,  

802-485-6103. 

Camping available Friday and Saturday nights with a pot-luck supper Friday, or just drive up 
for the day Saturday. Campground telephone number is 603-747-3640, web site: 

http://www.ucampnh.com/twinriver/default.asp rates vary, reserve early for best site. 
 Day activity fee if not camping is $4 per person per day. 

 There will be in excess of 50-70 recreational miners dredging, sluicing, and panning this 
well-known gold producing river on Saturday. They usually arrive Friday afternoon to set up camp and 

have a pot luck dinner, prospect on Saturday, and pack up to go home on Sunday. Gold panning 
equipment is available for use and purchase. BRING YOUR DETECTOR, TOO! There will be a 

detecting area set up. 

 Directions: I-91 North to Exit 17, Wells River, VT - Then take 302 East for approx. 7 
miles to Jct. Rte 112. Campground is at the intersection of Routes 302 & 112. Approximately 195 

miles and 3 hours, 15 minutes from Hartford. 
 Questions: contact Mark Sutcliffe 860-647-7541 or MSUTCL1776@AOL.com. 

 
[Thanks to Mark for presenting a very interesting trip. See the article on page 8, for a few tips. 

From my early   fishing days, I remember this stream as meeting all the criteria for gold!  Perhaps 
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Minutes of Yankee Territory Coinshooters meeting August 14, 2007: 
The meeting was called to order at 6:54 p.m. at the Riverside Health and Rehabilitation Center with 46 members and 1 
visitor. 
The Secretary’s Report was accepted as published. 
The Treasurer’s Report was accepted as read with a balance of $2,561.51 plus silver inventory of $399.70 at purchase cost. 
Announcements and Correspondence: 
The most recent FMDAC Quest and Northeaster newsletters have been distributed. 
Mark Sutcliffe has B.O.N.E. St. Jude benefit raffle tickets available at $5.00 each. First prize is a DetectorPro Headhunter 
underwater detector; second prize is a DetectorPro Headhunter LandPro detector. Drawing is September 16th at 
Marlborough, NH. 
Victor Taylor has a new Minelab Quattro (used less than 10 hrs.) for sale: $800.00 or best offer. Will ship for 19.95 or you 
pick up (in Waterbury). Call him at 203-754-7764. 
Chuck Anderson gave a President’s Choice Award to Ken Gudernatch for the gold coin (¼ Krugerrand) he entered in the 
FOTM last month. 
Bill Wright reviewed the Find-of-the-Month rules. Gold or silver jewelry must be marked or tested as the real thing, 
otherwise it must be entered in the Jewelry “Other” category. 
Old Business: 
Dave Gregorski reported on the Misquamicut Beach outing. 13 or 14 members went, one found a gold band, another found a 
chain with a silver heart. One scratch ticket won $2. 
Chuck reported on the Blackthorne Resort outing with info from Mike Giannetti. The food was fabulous, also the fireworks. 
The hunts were somewhat disappointing: 300 prizes for ~80 hunters. Next year it will be June 6-8. Many of this year’s 
attendees plan to return. There were many natural finds ($10 face value in 2 hours, 40+ quarters under 8 foot diameter 
monkey bars) over the 100 acres, but not much silver. A Colonial coin was found in the woods. The rooms were clean 
though the resort is a bit tired. There were two 50/50 drawings for $350 each. Joe Waldron said it was well worth the 
money. 
Chuck reported that he sent the letter to Rev. Lillpopp. 
New Business: 
A motion was made and passed to make Mike Russo an Honorary Member through the end of 2008 in appreciation for his 
service to the club. 
Chuck asked for suggestions for the September program. Rick Browne will make a presentation on research. 
Mark Sutcliffe reminded members of the upcoming gold panning trip. Jim Groom and Richard MacRobbie said they 
planned to attend, and Mac spoke about last year’s. 
Rick Browne announced his Cape Cod Swing over the weekend of September 8th. 
Former member Bob Tulay has found about $30 in change and a gold ring in his new home state of North Carolina. 
Chuck Anderson announced a Block Island trip on September 15th, leaving from Point Judith, RI in the morning. Low tide is 
4:40 p.m. About 7 members planned to attend. 
Dave Gregorski reported that there was no information available about the Cash Bash. [See page 9.] 
Ken Gudernatch reported that he had coupons for reduced price stays in Cancun. 
Members were reminded that some type of nametag must be worn at the meeting to be eligible for the Attendance Drawing. 
This is to enable members to get to know each other more readily. 
Tony Cwikla made a presentation on the new Fisher F75 and F4 detectors. He predicts that Fisher will be on the cutting edge 
of detector technology soon, since they hired Dave Johnson (formerly of White’s) as their lead engineer. A new CZ21 is 
coming soon which supposedly will have better pinpointing capabilities. 
Steve Wente was absent from the Attendance Drawing for one silver quarter, Richard MacRobbie won a silver dime. 
Doug Craig won the 1924 Peace Dollar Raffle; Rich Walauski won a 1964 proof set; Al Schwartz won a prospecting video. 
Al Schwartz also won the 50/50 Raffle. 
Challenge Master Dave Gregorski announced that John McQueen reached Level 1, Ken Gudernatch reached Levels 1 & 2, 
and Al Schwartz reached Level 2. 
The meeting adjourned at 9:10 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted, Mark S. Sutcliffe, Secretary 
 
 Welcome to new members since July: Rose Kayross of Bristol, Nick McNamara of Coventry, Ken and Audrey Perkins of 
Unionville, and Mike Russo of Forestville.  Current membership stands at a new record 134. 
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                            YTC Officers 
 
President, Chuck Anderson        860-944-9558 
           {nlsanderson@sbcglobal.net} 
         
Vice President,  Tony Cwikla        860-623-1153
    {CAPACTION@aol.com}
                             
Secretary, Mark Sutcliffe                  860-647-7541  
                                     {MSUTCL 1776@aol.com} 
 
Treasurer, Vince DiBattista              860-666-0270 
                          {VDibattist@sbcglobal.net} 
 
Newsletter, Dave Gregorski               860-742-5836 
                                     {DGRookie@sbcglobal.net} 

Yankee Territory Coinshooters 
Code of Ethics 

Respect the rights and property of others. 
Never destroy historical or archeological artifacts. 
Observe all laws, whether national, state, or local. 
Aid law enforcement officials whenever possible. 

Leave the land and vegetation as it was. 
FILL IN ALL HOLES. 

Remove all trash and litter, take it with you when you 
leave. 

Remember that all coinshooters may be judged by the 
example YOU set. Always conduct yourself with 

courtesy and consideration toward others. 

T.C.  Metal Detectors 
Authorized dealer for Fisher, Tesoro, Minelab, 
Garrett, Troy, Bounty Hunter, Detectorpro, 

Whites, Lesche, RTG, and more 

Tony Cwikla, 23 Cornwall Drive,  
Windsor Locks, CT  06096 

860-623-1153 or  860-916-2506 
{29 years experience, oldest, largest dealer in the area} 

Member: Y.T.C., FMDAC 
Special discounts for members! 

FAX: 860-627-0593;  e-mail:  
CAPACTION@aol.com 

 
We also carry a full line of books, digging tools, sand 
scoops, headphones, extra coils, bags, pouches, etc. 

 
- We use what we sell and give expert advice free of charge. - 

Why not come in and see what we’re finding !! 

METAL DETECTORS and ACCESSORIES  

J & E ENTERPRISES of  
S. Yarmouth  

Factory Authorized Dealer for Fisher, Garrett, 
Minelab, Tesoro, & Whites. Coiltek coils, Covers, 
Headphones, Beach & Water Scoops, Books, Etc., 

Eleanor Hube, 54 Old Main St. at Forest Rd. 
South Yarmouth, MA 02664 

1-508-760-2100 
e-mail,  jetrhub2@verizon.net 

(Founding member of Yankee Territory Coinshooters) 

SALES, SERVICE & RENTALS 
Accepts Discover, Mastercard and Visa 

Will ship UPS 

(Special consideration for Y.T.C. members.) 

One Newsletter Per Address 
Members are reminded that the club prints one newsletter 
per address or family unit. The newsletter is addressed to 

whomever is the primary member according to the 
membership application. This is not meant to slight 

anyone: it’s just the way the Excel spreadsheet is set up. It 
would be a logistical nightmare for the publisher to try to 
put every family member’s name on the mailing label. We 
hope that families will not fight over the newsletter.    (-: 
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Block Island Day Trip 
This is a repeat of last year’s September ‘fun 
hunt’. It will take place on Saturday, 
Sept. 15. The ferry leaves Galilee, RI 
at 9 A.M. sharp! (A few members may 
remember the sight of the ferry leaving them 
behind!) 
   Cost for a round-trip ticket is ~$17 
(plus fuel surcharge), with a small 
discount for seniors. We will return on 
either the 5 or 7 P.M. ferry - to be 
determined by Chuck Anderson, who 
again is organizing this hunt. The 
voyage takes about an hour - there is a snack/
drink bar on the boat. Give yourself ~2 hours 
(from the Hartford area) to get to the ferry. 
Parking for passengers is free. 
   There is ample beach area within walking 
distance of the dock. A not-very-low tide is 
around 4 P.M., for those considering water-
hunting. A number of us went last year, and 
it was productive for coins, plus one gold 
ring. Contact Chuck with questions. 

A Few More ‘Over-the-Hill’ Memories 
(I.e., you’re either there or close, if …) 

In your school days, you once had a desk with a 
hole in the top, intended to hold an ink pot. 
You remember when the Sugar Corn Pops cereal 
had a picture of Wild Bill Hickock (Guy 
Madison) on the front. 
You long for the day when they bring back “Sing 
Along With Mitch”.   [Really?] 
You’ve ‘opened wide for a Chunkie’ more than a 
few times. [Do they still make them?] 
You know who Reddy Kilowatt is. 
You’ve never forgotten that “everything’s better 
with Bluebonnet on it”.  [It wasn’t.] 
You wonder whatever happened to Vida Blue. 
           [Pitcher for the Oakland Athletics.] 
When you were a kid, your Mom sent you to the 
store for items like Snow Drift detergent, 
Sweetheart soap, Shredded Ralston cereal [yuk], 
and Habitant soup. 
[Journal Inquirer, Richard Tambling, 7-23-
2007.] 

Letter re. August Gold-Panning trip: 
MARK, I JUST GOT BACK FROM NEW HAMPSHIRE, 
PROSPECTING FOR GOLD. THOSE GUYS ARE 
REALLY GREAT. IT WAS QUITE A LEARNING 
EXPERENCE. THEY EVEN HAD 40 TARGETS, 
NUMBERED LYING ON THE GROUND, COVERED. 
USING YOUR DETECTOR YOU INDICATED ‘DIG OR 
NO-DIG’ FOR EACH OF THE FORTY TARGETS.   
AFTER EVERYONE WAS FINISHED WE WENT 
OVER EXACTLY WHAT EACH TARGET WAS. I 
THOUGHT I NEW MY DFX PRETTY WELL, BUT I 
MISSED SOME GOOD ITEMS. SURE MAKES YOU 
THINK ABOUT WHAT YOU MAY HAVE LEFT IN 
THE GROUND OVER THE YEARS. I'M GOING TO 
DIG A FEW MORE TARGETS FROM NOW ON.  
THEY HAD A REALLY NICE POT LUCK ON SAT. 
NIGHT. THE CLUB PROVIDED THE MEAT, 
CHICKEN, STEAK AND OH YES EVEN MOOSE 
STEAK. I TRIED THE MOOSE STEAK, NOT BAD. I 
DON'T COME TO THE MEETINGS AS I NO LONGER 
DRIVE (BAD VISION)) BUT MY WIFE DRIVES ME 
TO SPECIAL EVENTS SO MAYBE I'LL SEE YOU AT 
A CLUB HUNT.      FRANK LEMASTERS 

Dear friends and colleagues of Y.T.C. 
Thank you so much for the donation to the 
Sharon Fire Dept. in memory of our Dad. All 
your words, prayers and cards were greatly 
appreciated by us both. Y.T.C. is more like a 
family than a club, and we’re glad to be a part of 
it.   Sincerely, Ken and Steve Gudernatch 

Tidbit 
What now constitutes Hyannis on Cape Cod, was 
purchased from the native Americans by the 
Pilgrims in 1620. The price was 2 pair of pants 
and 20 pounds in British coinage.  
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                         Turn the Clock back 100 years to.............The Year 1907 
 
 This will boggle your mind, I know it did mine! The year is 1907. One hundred years ago!  
What a difference a century makes! Here are some of the U.S. statistics for the Year 1907: 
 
The average life expectancy in the U.S. was 47 years. 
Only 14 percent of the homes in the U.S. had a bathtub. 
Only 8 percent of the homes had a telephone. 
 
A three-minute call from Denver to New York City cost eleven dollars. 
There were only 8,000 cars in the U.S., and only 144 miles of paved roads. 
The maximum speed limit in most cities was 10 mph. 
Alabama, Mississippi, Iowa, and Tennessee were each more heavily populated than California.  
(Wish they still were.) 
With a mere 1.4 million people, California was only the 21st most populous state in the Union. 
The tallest structure in the world was the Eiffel Tower! 
 
The average wage in the U.S. was 22 cents per hour. 
The average U.S. worker made between $200 and $400 per year. 
A competent accountant could expect to earn $2000 per year, a dentist $2,500 per year, a veterinarian between 
$1,500 and $4,000 per year, and a mechanical engineer about $5,000 per year. 
More than 95 percent of all births in the U.S. took place at home. 
Ninety percent of all U.S. doctors had no college education. Instead, they attended so-called medical schools, 
 many of which were condemned in the press and by the government as "substandard." 
Sugar cost four cents a pound. Eggs were fourteen cents a dozen. Coffee was fifteen cents a pound. 
 
Most women only washed their hair once a month, and used borax or egg yolks for shampoo. 
Canada passed a law that prohibited poor people from entering into their country for any reason. 
Five leading causes of death in the U.S. were: 
   1. Pneumonia and Influenza 
   2. Tuberculosis 
   3. Diarrhea 
   4. Heart disease 
   5. Stroke 
The American flag had 45 stars. 
Arizona, Oklahoma, New Mexico, Hawaii, and Alaska hadn't been admitted to the Union yet. 
The population of Las Vegas, Nevada, was only 30!!! 
Crossword puzzles, canned beer, and iced tea hadn't been invented yet. 
There was no Mother's Day or Father's Day. 
 
Two out of every 10 U.S. adults couldn't read or write.  (Not sure we have improved on this one.) 
Only 6 percent of all Americans had graduated from high school. 
Marijuana, heroin, and morphine were all available over the counter at the local corner drugstores! 
Back then pharmacist said, "Heroin clears the complexion, gives buoyancy to the mind, regulates the stomach 
and bowels, and is, in fact, a perfect guardian of health."  (Shocking!) 
Eighteen percent of households in the U.S. had at least one full-time servant or domestic help. 
There were about 230 reported murders in the entire U.S. 
And I forwarded this from someone else without typing it myself, and sent it to you in a matter of seconds! 
Try to imagine what it may be like in another 100 years. 
 It staggers the mind. 
        [Source unknown.] 
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Bold, italics indicates the 
winners - submitted by Bill 

Wright, August, 2007 

COIN

 

 Gold/Silver   
Pre 1900  Don Bogli 1842 Seated Liberty Dime 
    
Post 1899  Roger Moyles 1924 Mercury Dime 
  Vince DiBattista 1943 P Silver War Nickel 
    
 Other   
Pre 1900  Bob Ellis 1736 George II Coin 
  Bill Lucas Old Copper Coin - Type Unknown 
    
Post 1899  Al Schwartz 1908 Indian Head Cent 
  Bob Cwikla 2000 Sacagawea Dollar 
  Richard Lipka V Nickel 
  Elaine Leonard One Scoop - Many Coins 
    

 Token/medal Dave Gragorski 
Santa Claus Lucky Coin -  

Johnson's Bookstore 
  Chuck Anderson Smirnoff Silver Drinking Game Token 
  Unknown 2000 JFK Sunoco Token 
  Ken Gudernatch 3 Garden State Turnpike Tokens 
    

JEWELRY    
 Gold Richard Lipka 18 K Ring with 18 Diamonds 
  Phil Skewes 10 K Ring with 34 Plus Diamonds 

  Rick Browne 
14 K Ring with Blue Sapphire and 2 

Diamonds 
  Richard Janak 14 K Ring with Onyx and Diamond 
  Bob Cwikla 14 K Band 
  John McQueen 1949 University of Cincinnati Class Ring 
  Ken Gudernatch 14 K Wedding Band 
    
 Silver Joe Waldron 2 Piece Sterling Silver Rope Ring 
  Richard MacRobbie Silver Spinner Ring 
  Al Schwartz Sterling Ring 

  Steve Gudernatch 
Silver Chain & Floating Heart - 15 Diamond 

Chips 
  Chuck Anderson Sterling Ring 
  Richard Walauski Japan Tie Clip 
    
 Other Dave Gregorski Gold Plated Earrings 

  Vince DiBattista ‘In Case I Die Call A Priest’ Religious Medal 
  Elaine Leonard Ring with Pink and Clear Stones 
   {continued on pages 7, 8}   
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By Bill Wright 

 Don Bogli:  1842 Seated Liberty Dime – The morning of the monthly meeting, Don went detecting at his favorite 
place. He found this dime at 8 inches. It is the 2nd Seated Liberty Dime he has found in this area. 
 
 Roger Moyles:  1924 Mercury Dime – Roger found this dime at a apartment complex built in the 1950’s. 
 
 Bob Ellis:  1736 George II Cent – Bob found this coin along with a 1723 George I Copper while detecting at a 
home site that is across the street from one of his favorite detecting places. 
 
 Al Schwartz:  1908 Indian Head Cent – Al found this coin 2 houses down from where he lives. It was found 
where a new porch was being built. 
 
 Dave Gregorski:  Santa Claus Lucky Coin – Johnson’s Bookstore – Dave found this token in a very small area 
that he had been over many times. He was using his new Minelab Explorer metal detector. 
 
 Richard Lipka:  18 K Ring with 18 Diamonds – Richard found this at the shore about 3 or 4 feet from the water. 
He turned his detector on near a group of people and found this ring right away. 
 
 Joe Waldron:  2 Piece Sterling Silver Rope Ring – Joe found this ring in a school yard after just a couple of 
swings of the detector. 
 
 Dave Gregorski:  Gold Plated Earrings – Dave found this pair at the July club hunt at Misquamicut beach. 
 
 Richard Walauski:  Lead Horse – Rich found this while detecting in Simsbury near an old arch at a apartment 
complex. 
 
 Roger Moyles: 1890 Hudson 6 Lever Lock – Roger found this lock at a depth of 2 inches. 
 
 Ken Gudernatch: Duck Pin Bowling Ball – Ken found this at a woodchip playground. 
 
 Richard Lipka:  Consolation Prize Cross with Chain – Richard found this all knotted up at the beach. 

RELIC

 

 Toy Richard Walauski Lead Horse 
  Bob Cwikla Match Box Car 
  Dave Gregorski 1930's Car 
  Elaine Leonard Metal Cannon 
  Chuck Anderson Lead Deer 
 Military No Entries  
 Other Roger Moyles 1890 Hudson 6 Lever Lock 
  Steve Gudernatch Full Can of Beer 
  Vince DiBattista Small Maglight 
  Ken Gudernatch Large Colonial Button 
  Al Schwartz Part of a Spoon 
 Consolation Prize Richard Lipka Cross with Chain 
  Unknown Escudo Replica 
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                            HIGHEST PRICE EVER ACHIEVED FOR ENGLISH COIN  
A coin found by a Metal Detectorist in the South of England has fetched a massive £460,000 at Auction.        
Date: Fri, 8 Sep 2006  
 
London - England's first large gold coin, the Edward III (1341-1343) Double Leopard, came up for sale today at 
Spink in London. The coin sold for a staggering £460,000 (US$841,800), against a pre-sale estimate of 
£100,000-150,000, making it the most expensive English Coin ever sold.  Bidders crowded the room to see 
history made in the auction world as the estimate was doubled then tripled and continued to climb in price. 
Towards the end two bidders were left in the fight for the coin, one in the room and one on the phone. At 
£390,000 a new bidder appeared and the coin received open applause from the room when he purchased the 
Double Leopard for a hammer price of £400,000. [Does that make the commission 60,000 pounds?] 
"We knew that there would be huge interest", said Jeremy Cheek of Spink Auctions, "but this surpassed all our 
expectations". Spink is the leading auction house for record prices of coins. It is in the privileged situation to 
have sold seven of the top ten coins auctioned over the years, including the top two. 
 
History of the Coin: 
This coin is the third known specimen of its kind. The two other examples, found in the bed of the river Tyne in 
1857, are now both in the British Museum. No other specimens were known until this coin was discovered and 
dug up earlier this year by a metal detectorist in the south of England. This is therefore the only example in 
private hands. It is a slightly different variety to either of those in the British Museum. 
 
The finder was working with the permission of the landowner who has a joint interest in the coin - the proceeds 
of the sale will be divided between them. In order to protect the site, the find spot is not being disclosed. The 
Gold Double Florin, authorised on 14 December 1343, was to circulate at a value of six-shillings. The first coins 
were struck in early 1344, but the coinage was not a success. The Double Florin was replaced by the Gold 
Noble, authorised on 9 July 1344, and therefore this magnificent coin was only legal tender for a brief seven 
months. 
The obverse shows a full length portrait of Edward III enthroned beneath a Gothic portico. The King is crowned 
and holds an orb and sceptre. Two crowned Leopards sit at either side, and the surrounding fields are decorated 
with fleur de lis. The reverse is filled by a floriate cross with crowns at the four points, within a quadrilobe with 
four Leopards in the angles. 
The Double Florin was the first large gold coin of England. It was intended primarily for foreign trade. The 
denomination was based on the gold Florin of Florence, and the design was derived from a French gold coin 
("masse d'or") of Philip IV of France (1285-1314).  
Edward's issue of large gold coins was emblematic of the might of England during  his reign (1327-77). Edward 
ruled not only England but also much of France which he  claimed through his mother Isabella, daughter of 
Philip IV. It was Edward's brilliant son, the Black Prince, who secured English interests on the continent with his 
stunning victories at Poitiers and Crecy.  
 
[Thanks to Bob Ellis for forwarding this article to me.  Ed.] 

NON METAL

 

  Ken Gudernatch Duck Pin Bowling Ball 
  Vince DiBattista $5 Bill 
  Steve Gudernatch Smiley Face Necklace 
  Chuck Anderson Dino Valley Vehicle 

  Roger Moyles Motorcycle Rider 

  Dave Gregorski 2 Marbles 

  Richard Lipka Plastic Ring 
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 CASH –BASH 2007 will be held Oct 6th and 7th  at the Delaware Outdoors Adventure Camp in Winsted, CT.  These 
camps have been active for over 70 years, it served between 120 and 500 campers each summer. There is 108 acres of 
woodland, fields, streams, waterfalls, gardens, and lake provide the perfect area for metal detecting. Jerry Burr  and Andy 
Vacco ( President of the Nutmeg Treasure Hunters Club in North Haven, CT) have chosen this new site.                                       
The Camp’s website is at http://delawareoac.com/ 
The event kicks off on Saturday morning with our Guinness Book of World Records Competition Speed Detecting 
followed by a great day of natural finds and optional hunts. Lodging is available for additional cost .  
Come on out and join us for a great time and lots of fun !!!!!! 

There are many rustic cabins which have showers and electricity, many beds for those wishing to stay overnight. 
You must provide your own linens, towels, etc. Most cabins can accommodate approx. 10 people. It is possible that 
we might have a campfire, depending on interest and weather permitting. The charge is $30 per person / per night. 
Lodging is available for Oct 5 ( Friday night ) and Oct 6 (Saturday night) They are unheated but we hope the weather will 
be cool and comfortable at this time of year.  We have some special accommodations for married couples as well.  
 
NO HUNTING WILL BE ALLOWED ON THE PROPERTY UNTIL AFTER THE GUINNESS BOOK 
OF WORLD RECORDS SPEED HUNT EVENT ON SATURDAY MORNING. WE WANT EVERYONE 
TO HAVE AN EQUAL AND FAIR CHANCE OF NATURAL FINDS. THOSE WHO DON'T COMPLY 
WILL BE ASKED TO LEAVE. 
This year we will be offering a food package ($30 - Breakfast, lunch and dinner, some snacks) for Saturday. Our 
banquet will be held at 7:00pm Saturday night at the Dining Hall. For those not buying a food package, a dinner 
only ($20). can be purchased.  
The daily fee of ($20/ day) includes the admission to the camp, natural finds hunting and daily drawings.  
This fee will be waived only for those 2007 NMDL members who are members in good standing for both days of the 
event.  We have a master list of those people.  
We will be having a Sunday morning breakfast ($10) followed by an optional ($50) silver hunt and ($100) 
gold hunt will be going on Sunday morning.  
 
Tokens will be buried for both events based on that number of attendees. We will be having drawings on Sunday, too. 
If you are interested please send a SASE for complete instructions and details to: 
NMDL CASH-BASH 2007, C/O Andrew Vacco, 4 Franks Court,  Wallingford , CT 06492 
 We will be preparing all our mailings soon. please sign and return your completed application form and liability release 
form as soon as possible . There will be a cut-off date of September 21st POSTMARKED DATE. An additional late 
charge will be charged on the date of the event for those people registrations received after that date of  $10. 

 THIS IS A RAIN OR SHINE EVENT   NO REFUNDS WILL BE GIVEN OUT 

Directions - the address is  390 Winchester Rd. (Rt. 263) it just 3.2 miles from Rt. 8 in Winsted, Ct.  
From the South - proceed northbound on Rt. 8 from Bridgeport or points south. Expressway ends at Winsted. Turn right 
(west) on Rt. 44 through center of Winsted for approx 1.5 miles. Turn left onto Rt. 263 (Winsted Ambulance Barn will be 
seen on your left, there is no right turn) …see ** below. 
From the North - proceed southbound on Rt. 8 from Mass. or points north. Turn right (west) on Rt. 44 through center of 
Winsted for approx 1 mile. Turn left onto Rt. 263 (Winsted Ambulance Barn will be seen on your left, there is no right turn) 
…see ** below. 
From the West - proceed eastbound on Rt. 44 from Canaan, CT or points west, turn right onto Rt. 263 (Winsted Ambulance 
Barn will be ahead on your right, there is no left turn)… see ** below. 
From the East - proceed westbound from Hartford, West Hartford, Avon or points east. Approx 1 mile beyond the center of 
Winsted (town green and NWConn Community College) turn left onto Rt. 263 (Winsted Ambulance Barn will be seen on 
your left, there is no right turn)…see ** below. 
** 
To the camp from the intersection of Rt. 44 and Rt. 263 is just 1.9 miles. Follow the signs for Rt. 263, which is initially 
marked Lake Rd., splits to the right to become Boyd St., and then becomes Winchester Rd. Crystal Lake will appear on the 
right at about 1.6 miles. Immediately after, look for pedestrian signs for DOAC, with entrance to our main parking lot on 
the left. If you have instructions to proceed to the dining hall or office, proceed the length of our lake (along Rt. 263) and 
enter with a right turn into the camp delivery entrance. Dining hall is “straight up the paved roadway”. Office is a right turn 
at the pool, right turn around the tennis court, proceeding to the left at the lakefront to a left at the end for the office.  
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UPCOMING EVENTS/HUNTS 

September 23 (Sunday) - Coin Show @ the Polish National Home, 60 Charter Oak Ave., Hartford. 
Free admission and parking - call 203-877-1680 (Ed Doran) for details. Doors open at 9 A.M. 

Y.T.C. ‘fun hunt’ - Saturday, September 15; day trip to detect Block Island 
beaches -  see page 4 for details. 
2007 CashBash - weekend, October 6-7; see page 9 for details. For application 
form, access www.nationalmetaldetectingleague.com/  - click on second tab from 
the left. Entries  must be postmarked by Sept. 21! 

Early U.S. 3-Cent Pieces 
 

   By the mid-1800’s, the copper U.S. large cent and half cent were unpopular [possibly because of 
their size]. Congress was also considering reducing the postal rate from 5 cents to 3 cents. Small 
silver coinage was largely unavailable, as silver at the time was worth more than the coins, so such 
coinage was being hoarded and/or melted. 

   In March of 1851, Congress authorized a 3-cent coin, which the Mint attempted to nickname the 
‘trime’ (the public never warmed to that nickname). Contrasting with other U.S. silver coins of the 
time, the trime was composed of 75% silver and 25% copper, to make it unprofitable to melt as 
bullion. All silver 3-cent coins were minted at the Philadelphia Mint, with the exception of the 1851-
O coin minted in New Orleans. 

   Longacre designed the coin (he also designed the Indian Head cent). It had a six-pointed star with 
a shield inside the star, with the reverse having a large C-shaped figure. To conform to other U.S. 
coins, in 1854 the composition was changed to 90% silver and 10% copper. The weight of all U.S. 
coins (except the dollar) was reduced to make it not worth melting them for silver content. 
During the Civil War, all small silver coins disappeared from circulation, and tokens (issued by 
private businesses) and federal fractional notes became the ‘small change’. In 1863, the production 
of 3-cent coins was greatly reduced. In 1865, a copper-nickel 3-cent coin was issued, though silver 
‘trimes’ continued to be minted for circulation (in smaller quantities) until 1872. 

[Information gathered from Coin World, February 20, 2006.] 

Following production of the Flying Eagle cents, the 
new Indian cent design featured a laurel wreath on the 
reverse. The 1859 coin is unique, in that subsequent 
years featured an oak leaf wreath, with the addition of a 
small shield at the top of the wreath.  
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Minutes of Yankee Territory Coinshooters meeting - September 11, 2007: 
The meeting was called to order at 6:46 p.m. with 40 members in attendance. 
Chuck began the meeting with a moment of silence in memory of the victims of September 11th, 2001. 
The Secretary’s Report was accepted as published. 
The Treasurer’s Report was accepted as read with a balance of $2,519.55 plus a silver inventory of $400.87 at purchase 
cost. 

Announcements and Correspondence: 
The FMDAC members present voted to nominate Ken Gudernatch to run for re-election as Treasurer of the North East 
Chapter. 
Chuck showed a magnetic “jeweler’s brass” “gold” chain with a genuine 14 kt. gold lobster claw that Mike Russo gave him 
to illustrate the problem of the fake chains. 
Rick Browne showed a fake “silver” chain that was marked .925. 
Mark Sutcliffe had PTHHS St. Jude fund raffle tickets available. 
He tried to get permission for a club outing at Buttonwood Farms in Griswold but the owner said “no”, that all the fields 
were freshly replanted. 
Upcoming programs: Ray Dapkus in October on his detecting exploits in Eastern Europe, and Jane Covell in November 
on buttons. 
We discussed a photo from the Hartford Courant titled “Raider of the Lost Park” [Aaaargh!!]. It showed a man (not a YTC 
member) using a small shovel to dig holes in the grass at Hartford’s Rocky Ridge Park. He had a big pile of dirt-no ground 
cloth. That is the sort of behavior that gets detectorists banned from parks. 

Old Business: 
Rick Browne reported on the Cape Cod Swing. Six  members attended. They spent 17 hours detecting and drove 275 miles 
to visit 9 freshwater and 2 saltwater beaches. Everyone got at least one piece of silver or gold. Rick found a platinum ring 
and his career first Colonial button; Vince got a Franklin half-dollar. All found at least one of Rick’s special tokens, and 
Phil Skewes drew the gold ring prize. 
Chuck Anderson reported on the status of his personal quarter challenge. 
A motion was made and passed to donate $30 to the Riverside Health Care Recreation Fund in appreciation for their letting 
us meet there in August. 
Jim Groom reported on the New Hampshire gold panning trip. He said they find mostly flour gold there and you could 
put in $5.00, work for 2 hours on the dredge, and split the gold that was found. He found 7 pieces of gold panning on his 
own. He enjoyed the camping and prospecting there and has returned on his own since. 3 YTC members attended. 

New Business: 
Chuck discussed the upcoming Block Island trip. 
Rick discussed the Cash Bash in Winsted. He was told the quantity of hunt prizes would depend on the number of entrants. 
He also brought greetings from Eleanor Hube and the Valente family on Cape Cod. 
Rick made a presentation on research: how to improve your odds. Research tells you where to research and what your finds 
are. 
Find locations based on the types of things you’re looking for such as jewelry, military relics, or old coins. 
Find information at the library (research or reference librarians are helpful), town halls, historical societies, topographical 
maps, old town histories, antique maps on-line, atlases, the Internet, and from talking to old people. 

Store your information (locations) in hard copy (bulky and old-fashioned) or GPS (compact and modern). 
Rick explained how the GPS gizmo works and that it can tell you where to go, where to eat, and how to get home. Someday 
soon they will have models that operate on voice recognition. 
There was no Attendance Drawing due to the absence of the AD box. A silver quarter will be added to October’s drawing. 
Vince DiBattista won the 1884 Morgan Dollar Raffle; Jeff Pelletier won the 1922 Peace Dollar Raffle. 
Dennis Thorpe won the 50/50 Raffle. Challenge Master Dave Gregorski announced the following Challenge winners: Steve 
Gudernatch-Level 1, Elaine Leonard-Level 2, Bob Cwikla-Levels 1 & 2, Richard Lipka-Level 2, and Al Schwartz-Level 3. 
The meeting adjourned at 9:12 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted, Mark S. Sutcliffe, Secretary. 
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                            YTC Officers 
 
President, Chuck Anderson        860-944-9558 
           {nlsanderson@sbcglobal.net} 
         
Vice President,  Tony Cwikla        860-623-1153
    {CAPACTION@aol.com}
                             
Secretary, Mark Sutcliffe                  860-647-7541  
                                     {MSUTCL 1776@aol.com} 
 
Treasurer, Vince DiBattista              860-666-0270 
                          {VDibattist@sbcglobal.net} 
 
Newsletter, Dave Gregorski               860-742-5836 
                                     {DGRookie@sbcglobal.net} 

Yankee Territory Coinshooters 
Code of Ethics 

Respect the rights and property of others. 
Never destroy historical or archeological artifacts. 
Observe all laws, whether national, state, or local. 
Aid law enforcement officials whenever possible. 

Leave the land and vegetation as it was. 
FILL IN ALL HOLES. 

Remove all trash and litter, take it with you when you 
leave. 

Remember that all coinshooters may be judged by the 
example YOU set. Always conduct yourself with 

courtesy and consideration toward others. 

T.C.  Metal Detectors 
Authorized dealer for Fisher, Tesoro, Minelab, 
Garrett, Troy, Bounty Hunter, Detectorpro, 

Whites, Lesche, RTG, and more 

Tony Cwikla, 23 Cornwall Drive,  
Windsor Locks, CT  06096 

860-623-1153 or  860-916-2506 
{29 years experience, oldest, largest dealer in the area} 

Member: Y.T.C., FMDAC 
Special discounts for members! 

FAX: 860-627-0593;  e-mail:  
CAPACTION@aol.com 

 
We also carry a full line of books, digging tools, sand 
scoops, headphones, extra coils, bags, pouches, etc. 

 
- We use what we sell and give expert advice free of charge. - 

Why not come in and see what we’re finding !! 

METAL DETECTORS and ACCESSORIES  

J & E ENTERPRISES of  
S. Yarmouth  

Factory Authorized Dealer for Fisher, Garrett, 
Minelab, Tesoro, & Whites. Coiltek coils, Covers, 
Headphones, Beach & Water Scoops, Books, Etc., 

Eleanor Hube, 54 Old Main St. at Forest Rd. 
South Yarmouth, MA 02664 

1-508-760-2100 
e-mail,  jetrhub2@verizon.net 

(Founding member of Yankee Territory Coinshooters) 

SALES, SERVICE & RENTALS 
Accepts Discover, Mastercard and Visa 

Will ship UPS 

(Special consideration for Y.T.C. members.) 

Please… 
...see the ‘plea’ on page 10. Club outings 

are a lot of fun...sometimes good 
detecting, always good camaraderie. We 

need your efforts and/or ideas! 
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November 13 Meeting Program: 
Buttons, Buttons, Who’s Found Some 

Buttons? 
Button collector Jane Covell will bring part of 
her extensive collection and discuss the history of 
buttons. Bring in your button finds for 
identification. Jane has made presentations at 
many local historical societies and is becoming 
well-known as an exciting speaker. 

Block Island Trip Report 
By Dave Gregorski 

   September 15 started out drizzly, with 
thankfully not much wind in the morning. Nine 
Y.T.C. members boarded the 9 A.M. ferry, and 
enjoyed a peaceful trip to Block island. (This 
year, no one was left at the dock!) The hot cocoa 
and ‘loaded’, toasted bagel was delicious - 
normal for food consumed when on the water.  
   We arrived around 10, and the rain started to let 
up as we disembarked - perfect timing. Every-
one traveled a bit lighter this year. The trek to the 
first beach (Ballard’s) took around 10 minutes. 
Coins were plentiful, and one gold ring was 
found in the wet sand. 
   Unfortunately (after about an hour), the 
manager of the restaurant told us that the beach 
was private! (Last year we’d had no problem, 
even though there were quite a number of people 
enjoying the beach.) On this day, the beach was 
empty. We had a conversation with her, but were 
politely asked to leave...which we did.  
  So we had to re-pack our gear, for the longer 
walk to the town/state beach. Again, no one was 
on it, except for the occasional walker. Here, the 
black sand was prominent high-up. Both Chuck 
and I placed a coin on top of it, and could not get 
a reading no matter how our detector was 
adjusted. (I could only fantasize about the 
treasures left in there!) But the ‘darkness’ 
decreased further toward the water, allowing 
some finds, including an old silver ring with a 
large garnet in it, and a silver earring.  
  Having ‘cleaned out’ the immediate area, and 
feeling fatigued, 6 of us decided to take the 3 
P.M. ferry back. The 3 remaining members were 
out of sight, far down the beach, and returned on 
a later ferry. 
   There were several coin counts of over $10. 
And it was fun sharing an adventure with other 
members. ‘Gin and Tonics’ happened to be ‘on 
sale’ during the trip back, and it sure tasted good. 
Thanks again to Chuck for arranging this trip.   

‘Cape Cod Swing’ Thoughts 
   (This is from memory, but I think it’s close 
to what happened, from Sept. 7-9, on the 
Cape. And see Mark’s ‘minutes’ for some 
details.) 

   Three of us carpooled to meet Rick at the 
IHop - and of course had to sample some of 
the breakfast menu before departing for the 
‘work’ of the day. As usual, the weekend was 
a bit of a ‘whirlwind’, with seemingly constant 
detecting, with a bit of travel time in between 
beaches. Food? Hah! I had to beg, with 
shaking breath (from lack of nourishment), to 
stop at a ‘quickstop’!  (Just kidding...partly.)   
(-:   But we made up for that by some good 
eating in the evening. 

   We did a lot more freshwater beaches than 
in past years. I had my best luck there, vs. 
saltwater. I did find one Challenge item - a 
foreign coin (Kuwait penny). The silver 
religious medal was quite old, and one of the 
prettiest ones I’ve detected up. Got only one 
of Rick’s ‘tags’ (for the gold/silver ring 
drawing) - one has to wander over them, I 
guess. I know I missed one, plus a silver half, 
by a coil-width.  

   Took a chance staying at the Town and 
Country Motel (Thunderbird was closed!), and 
the rooms were decent enough...though prices 
hadn’t yet come down by much. Many thanks 
to Rick for once again organizing this event, 
and for sharing his spots.    Dave G. 
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I Took My Own Advice 
By Dave Gregorski 

 
Sometimes I listen to myself. That little, sweetly ‘nagging’ voice inside that tries to point me in a 
certain direction. Why would I return to an old detecting site that I (and everyone else) had hammered 
to death? But that is just the kind of challenge I enjoy in this wonderful hobby. 
 I’ve shared previously how anomalies of detecting sites (trash, iron, mineralization) can hide targets, 
even from the experts. When a site has turned up some older stuff, I will ‘attack’ it again from a 90-
degree angle (to the original direction), and then again from various diagonals. Then I will go over it 
again with a different coil, or even better with a different machine. I have been pleasantly surprised and 
even amazed by what’s been left behind. 
This particular site has a front and back yard, and was the location of several schools going back to 
Colonial days. The current building looks to be over 100 years old. I’d gone over the spot after others 
were done with it, with my Minelab Sovereign and the 15-inch WOT coil. That combination has 
limitations, but can be very impressive under the right circumstances. (I.e., if you’re lucky enough to 
approach a good target from the right direction, to minimize additional junk being under the coil at the 
same time, it’ll find stuff others have left behind. In a ‘clean’ area, its depth is impressive.) A case in 
point is my only Connecticut copper (front yard), pinpointed lying flat at the bottom of a 10-inch hole. 
Plus a couple Indian cents at 7-8 inches.  
Believe me, after that ‘Copper’ find I detected that yard (all angles, 2 different-sized coils) until I was 
sure nothing was left behind. I focused on a 25-by-60 foot ‘hot’ area in the back, where a few dozen 
Wheaties had come up (but surprisingly, no silver). But when I had that ’whisper’ in my ear to return, I 
listened. Only this time I was armed with my new Garrett 2500. 
I am fortunate to own several detectors. As I mentioned in the talk I gave a few meetings ago, this 
gives me considerable options when approaching a site. I’d had great success with the 2500 on a few 
other sites I’d hit hard, and it didn’t disappoint. In that same marked area in the back (it’s become sort 
of a ‘test plot’), I pulled up 4 Wheaties and then a SL quarter from 9 inches down - my first silver coin 
from there. How did I and others miss the latter? I could theorize, but the bottom line is, that the Garrett 
located it. I guarantee that I had passed a coil over the coin at least 8 times previously.  
Shortly after, I got my Minelab SE, and intended again to follow the pattern that worked for me 
before...only this time I had to wait a few months for the ground to thaw. This gave me time to learn 
the new machine at the only diggable spots - saltwater beaches. So in early April I returned to that 
same plot of land. In short, I spent 2 hours working that 25X60 space, and pulled out 2 Buffalos, and 
what looked like 10 Wheaties. (At pretty much this site only, the copper pennies come out with a heavy 
green, gritty coating, so they’re hard to identify.) When I got home it turned out I had 3 Wheats and 7 
Indians! Not bad - 12 old coins from a spot that AGAIN I figured ‘we’ had hunted out.  
On my next trip, I detected another part of the yard for the first hour, then did 4 sweeps of the ‘test 
plot’, this time on the diagonal (with the SE).  The plot was still not hunted out. I went ‘low and slow’ 
to maximize the machine’s power and ‘recovery’. I pulled out an old penknife, a tiny Victorian pin, 4 
Wheaties, and an 1898 V-nickel.  Following my own advice had worked again (it doesn’t always), but I 
have to give a lot of credit to the SE, a super machine in my book. And I hear the Garrett 
‘badmouthed’, but it has a very good track record, and is fun to use. (Even my $400 Whites IDX Pro 
also has done fairly well in finding a few items that the Sovereign had missed.) In any case, this true 
story gives credence to the hobby-saying, ‘nobody gets it all’.  
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Bold, italics indicates the 
winners - submitted by Bill 
Wright, September, 2007 

COIN

 

 Gold/Silver   
Pre 1900  Roger Moyles 1895 Barber Half 
 President's Award Bob Ellis 1836 Capped Bust Half Dime 
 President's Award Ken Briody 1773 Half Reale 
    

Post 1899  Darren Wright 
Coin Spill - 1934 Half, 1919 Dime, 1924 

Nickel 
  Mark Sutcliffe 1945 Standing Liberty Half 
  Vince DiBattista 1957 D Franklin Half 
  Joe Waldron 1937 Mercury Dime 
  No Name 1916 D Barber Quarter 
    
 Other   
Pre 1900  John McQueen 180? Draped Bust Large Cent 
  Bill Wright 1831 Large Cent 
    
Post 1899  Bob Cwikla 1936 Buffalo Nickel 
  Dave Gregorski 1937 Buffalo Nickel 
  Steve Gudernatch Wheatie 
    
 Token/medal Chuck Anderson Trump Marina $1 Gambling Token 
    

JEWELRY    
 Gold Rick Browne 14 K Ring with 13 Diamonds 
  Richard Mac Robbie 14 K  Gold Ring 
  Mike Giannetti 10 K Ring with 12 Diamonds 
  No Name Gold Ring with Purple Stones 
  No Name 10 K Gold Chain 
    
 Silver Elaine Leonard Silver Broatch 
  Dave Gregorski Religious Medal 
  Mark Sutcliffe .925 Silver Band 
  Steve Gudernatch Silver Diamond Ring 
  Richard Lipka Silver Ring 
  Phil Skewes Silver Ring 
    
 Other Joe  Waldron Fossil Blue Mens Calendar Watch 
  Vince DiBattista Copper Bracelet 
  Roger Moyles Hart Wrist Band 
  Bob Cwikla Earring 
  Chuck Anderson Religeous Medal Depicting Jesus 

Continued on page 9 
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By Bill Wright 

 Roger Moyles:  1895 Barber Half – Roger found this half near a old cellar hole in Farmington 
that had recently been detected by 2 other club members. 
 
 Darren Wright:  Coin Spill – 1919 Dime, 1924 Nickel, 1934 Half – Darren found this coin spill 
in the middle of the trail leading up to a old foundation while detecting with other club members. 
The dime was first spotted sticking out of the dirt. 
 
 John McQueen:  180? Draped Bust Large Cent – John found this coin on town property, down 
the street from his house. The site has also produced 2 half reales. 
 
 Bob Cwikla:  1936 Buffalo Nickel – Bob found this at a depth of 5 to 6 inches in a schoolyard that 
has also produced a couple of rings and some wheat pennies. 
 
 Chuck Anderson:  Trump Marina $1 Gambling Token – Chuck thinks that someone had carried 
this in their pocket for awhile before losing it. 
 
 Rick Browne:  14 K Ring with 13 Diamonds – Rick can’t remember where he found this ring, but 
does remember that it was towards the end of the day. It was found missing 2 diamonds which Rick 
had replaced. 
 
 Elaine Leonard:  Silver Brooch – This was found at the beach about 3 inches down. 
 
 Joe Waldron:  Fossil Blue Men’s Calendar Watch – This was found on the beach near a 
volleyball net. Joe thought he was digging up a soda can. 
 
 Joe Waldron:  Tootsie Toy Cap Bomb – Joe found this at a schoolyard near Bradley airport. Joe 
was surprised as he thought Tootsie only made toy cars and trucks. 
 
 Bob Ellis:  1812? Eagle Button – Bob found this button in a old farm field. 
 
 Steve Beauregard: 2.5 inch Crotal Bell – Steve found this in a gravel bar in the middle of the 
Farmington river. 
 
 Mike Giannetti: Tackle Box with Fishing Gear – Mike found this while getting out of his car to 
do some water detecting. 
 
 Bob Cwikla:  Consolation Prize Tanker Truck – Bob found this at a depth of 4 inches in a 
schoolyard. 
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 Hunting Cellar Holes 

By Ron Trudelle   Nelson, NH 
I hunt mostly fields and in the woods, most of the old houses around have been detected hard and I 
don’t especially like people watching me detect. I head to the fields in the Spring and after the first 
and second cutting of hay. These fields are usually good for a King George copper, large cent or at 
least a flat button.  When the grass is high, I head to the woods in search of cellar holes. They are 
not hard to find around New England, I think there are as many of them as there are stone walls. 

 
In looking for them, I usually go down an old road bordered by stone walls. This could be a road still 
in use or an old town road long abandoned. Look for a neat break in the stone wall on an elevated 
spot. These landowners were usually granted four or five hundred acres by the King and they had 
their choice of spots to build on. They built them on a high spot so the cellars wouldn’t flood and as 
an advantage point for attacking Indians. Large field stones lined the hole, usually ending with flat 
stones on the top to set the house sills on. The hole itself was just high enough to stand up in and 
had a dirt floor. There would be an undisturbed piece of ground left as a base for a chimney, larger 
homes would have a rubble or laid-up foundation base for a larger chimney. 
 
 When I detect a cellar hole, I usually start with my smallest coil, I have a 4x6 Shooter coil for my DFX 
and it is great for separating trash from treasure. I will start hunting as close to the hole as I can get 
and then make circles around it, spanning out a few feet at a time. I have recovered 6 very nice Large 
Cents and one King George copper in my two years of detecting cellar holes. I’m not sure how many 
sites it took to find those, but I know it’s over two dozen. And I have never found more than one coin 
per hole and so far, no old silver. I get the feeling that the farmers and other dwellers of these places 
didn’t have much  spending money and relied on bartering or trading for the goods they needed.  
You will find an unbelievable number of nails, hinges, lead and copper flashing, ox and horse shoes 
and other odd pieces of metal around these holes, usually concentrated nearer the house and less as 
you get further away. You have to be patient and work slow, digging every decent sounding signal. 
Remember that a large piece of iron will mask a good target close by. That’s why your smallest coil is 
a must, you can always change to a larger coil to search the spots where they might have parked 
carriages or paths to the outhouse or barn. I usually find buttons in these spots, although a nice coin 
might turn up now and then. 

{Continued on page 9} 
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If you are extra brave, you can hunt the floor of the cellar hole, but this is where the most 
concentrated amount of metals will be. Most of these houses were abandoned and fell down or simply 
burnt down and almost everything would have fallen in the hole along with years and years of leaves 
turned to mulch. Expect to dig down deep and if you have lots of time, you can sift what you dig up. 
My hunting partner has found lots of bottles and even a coin or two this way, but it takes more time 
and energy than I have. 
So when the hay is high, or you just want a change from hunting manicured lawns, look for a few 
cellar holes and you just might get lucky. 
[Treasure Hunters Gazette, 8/16/04] 

RELIC

 

 Toy Joe Waldron Tootsie Toy Cap Bomb 

 Consolation Prize Bob Cwikla Tanker Truck 

  Chuck Anderson Coast Patrol Helicopter 

  Vince DiBattista Motorcycle 

 Military Bob Ellis Eagle Button 1812? 

  Darren Wright Post 1904 Military Button 

  Don Bogli 44 Caliber Spencer Cartridge 1863 

 Other Steve Beauregard 2.5 Inch Crotal Bell 
  Bill Wright Wm Rogers & Son Silver Plated Spoon 

  Mark Sutcliffe Jaw Harp 

  Dave Gregorski 1928 Glastonbury Dog Tag 

  No Name Garden State 

  Elaine Leonard Metal Bookmark 

  Roger Moyles Horse Shoe Buckle 

  Craig Sims Jingle Bell 

  Steve Gudernatch Survivor Life Saver 

  Richard Walauski Old Eagle 

  Richard Lipka Cell Phone 

NON METAL    

  Mike Giannetti Tackle Box 

  Chuck Anderson Football 

  Everett Berube Lady's Bra 

  No Name Connect Four Game Piece 

  Richard Lipka Plastic Binoculars 

  Vince DiBattista Fake Diamond 

 President's Award Mark Sutcliffe Taco Bell Plush Chihuahua Toy 

  Roger Moyles Plastic Spider 

  Dave Gregorski Clay Pipe Stem 

  Ken Briody Necklace 
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UPCOMING EVENTS/HUNTS 

November 18 (Sunday) - Coin Show @ the Polish National Home, 60 Charter Oak Ave., Hartford. 
Free admission and parking - call 203-877-1680 (Ed Doran) for details. Doors open at 9 A.M. 

Y.T.C. ‘fun hunt’ - Saturday. October 27; see below for details. 
FMDAC weekend - November 2-4, 2007;  Butler, PA   www.fmdac.org     www.conleyresort.com

October 27th Club Outing 
 

  We have permission to detect a 17-acre farm field in East Hartford. The field is sandwiched 
between two houses that date from the mid-1700s and 1865, so there is good potential for finding old 
things back to the Colonial Period. Indian artifacts have been found on the site. Gather at the 
Homestead Farm, 1441 Forbes Street at 9:00 a.m. on Saturday October 27th, rain date is Sunday 
October 28th. Drive in the gravel farm road and angle-park on the north side of the cow barn. Parking is 
somewhat limited, so please carpool if you can. YTC will provide doughnuts. There are no toilet 
facilities available. 
 We will detect until noon, then assemble to compare finds and award scratch-off tickets. We 
can detect the field the rest of the day. Shovels are permitted (this is a cornfield), but please be careful 
to disturb the cover crop (rye grass) as little as possible. Remember: remove and dispose of all trash 
you find, neatly refill all holes, and stay within the hunt area. This is a one-day event for YTC 
members only. Please consider buying an ice cream cone or a pumpkin at the farm store to show your 
appreciation for this opportunity. 
 Directions: Take I-84 east or west to Exit 58, Roberts Street. Follow the signs to the main 
entrance to Rentschler Field/Pratt & Whitney Aircraft/UTC on Silver Lane. Go LEFT (east) on Silver 
Lane for 9/10ths of a mile. Turn RIGHT (south) on Forbes Street. Follow Forbes St. about 2.4 miles to 
Homestead Farm Dairy on the right-hand side. If you wind up in Glastonbury you have gone too far. 
 Call Mark Sutcliffe at 860-647-7541 or e-mail MSUTCL1776@AOL.com with any questions. 
  

A Plea 
 
  Everybody wants to get together and detect as a club. Our club outings are part of what makes 
our club great. But the responsibility to find places for us to detect is borne by just a few people, some 
of whom still have to work full-time. We have many retired people in the club, and many others who 
manage to get out detecting so often they might as well be retired. How about it guys and gals? Surely 
you can spare a few minutes to track down the farmer who owns that field you drive by every day? 
Maybe even stop and talk to him? How about that big patch of forest your uncle owns, you know, the 
one with the old dirt roads and cellar holes? Maybe you know of an old abandoned (or not) resort, 
camp, or fairground? Perhaps you have a connection to a private school? 
 If you’re squeamish about asking the owner yourself, just get the pertinent information and give 
it to any of the club officers and we’ll follow up. We need big places, probably a minimum of 5 acres, 
since we can get upwards of 40 members at an outing. We have liability insurance, and we are willing 
to pay a modest amount for the privilege of detecting. 
 So, how about it? We look forward to hearing from YOU! 
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Minutes of Yankee Territory Coinshooters meeting, October 9, 2007 
 

-The monthly meeting was called to order at 7:46 P.M., with 43 members and 2 visitors present. 
-The Secretary’s report was accepted as published. 
-The Treasurer’s report was accepted as read, with a balance of $2,462.09 plus silver inventory of $346.90 at 
purchase cost. 
Announcements and Correspondence: 
-Winter  tide charts were made available by Rick Browne. 
-We received a ‘thank you’ from Mike Russo, for his honorary membership. 
-Member John Cianfarani (?) made some great topographical maps of cellar hole sites (by town), and offered 
them for sale, with half the proceeds going to the club. 
Old Business: 
-Chuck Anderson recapped the Block Island hunt. He got 157 coins. Next year he may contact Ballard’s ahead 
of time, to see if we can detect their beach.  
-Dave Gregorski gave a report on the 2007 CashBash. Finds were slim, with only around 10 silver coins found. 
See more on page 10. The 1801 2-reale was only 2 inches deep. A beautiful Victorian ‘seal ring’ was also found 
in the same area. The planted hunts seemed to be worth the money. It was member Rich Walauski who found 
the 1911-S Barber Half, during a planted hunt! The Saturday dinner was great. 
New Business: 
-Jane Covell will share her button expertise at the November meeting. Members were encouraged to bring a 
button to the meeting, for her to look at. 
-Mark Sutcliffe gave details on the October club outing he arranged. He added a plea for members to come 
forward with ideas for future outing sites. 
-Rick Browne showed a bogus magnetic ‘Tiffany & Co.’ ring. 
-Vince DiBattista reminded us of the ‘early renewal’ bonus for the 2008 club membership. 
-Chuck reminded us that the club Christmas Party is coming up [see details on page 8]. 
-Tony Cwikla talked about the new VibraProbe 570 pinpointer It is waterproof and has a ‘reach’ of 2 inches. It 
sells for $129.95, with the discount. 
-Ken Gudernatch talked about the Grand National Relic Shootout, held at an old hunt club in Colchester, CT in 
early fall. There were over 2 dozen cellar holes on the 4000 acres, and 170 people paid $200 each for the 
experience. Over 200 pre-1815 coins were found, along with a couple George Washington buttons. The hunt 
was run through the Treasure Depot website, and was somewhat secretive as no one in our club had prior 
knowledge of it. [Apparently it was a competition hunt of sorts, as 4-person teams were entered/chosen.] 
-Member Ray Dapkus gave an interesting presentation on Lithuania, including some metal detecting 
information and stories. There is ‘history’ there back to the bronze age. He found lots of targets at 3-4 inches, 
back in 1993 when he visited relatives there, using his Whites 6000 DI. Most coins were well preserved - his 
oldest one was dated 1626. One had to be aware that land mines from WW2 were around. 
-John Perkins won the Attendance Drawing for 3 silver quarters! In the ’silver dollar drawing’, John Cianfarani 
won a Morgan dollar, Jim groom a Peace dollar, and Steve Beauregard a cellar hole map.   
-Challenge Master Dave Gregorski announced that Rick Browne completed Level 3, and Ken Briody finished 
Level 1 of the Challenge. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:59 P.M. Respectfully submitted, Dave Gregorski.  [I transcribed Mark’s notes 
as best I could. My apologies for misspellings, errors, or omissions.] 

Welcome to new members Kira Lintner of Manchester and William Leahy of Holyoke, MA. 
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                            YTC Officers 
 
President, Chuck Anderson        860-944-9558 
           {nlsanderson@sbcglobal.net} 
         
Vice President,  Tony Cwikla        860-623-1153
    {CAPACTION@aol.com}
                             
Secretary, Mark Sutcliffe                  860-647-7541  
                                     {MSUTCL 1776@aol.com} 
 
Treasurer, Vince DiBattista              860-666-0270 
                          {VDibattist@sbcglobal.net} 
 
Newsletter, Dave Gregorski               860-742-5836 
                                     {DGRookie@sbcglobal.net} 

Yankee Territory Coinshooters 
Code of Ethics 

Respect the rights and property of others. 
Never destroy historical or archeological artifacts. 
Observe all laws, whether national, state, or local. 
Aid law enforcement officials whenever possible. 

Leave the land and vegetation as it was. 
FILL IN ALL HOLES. 

Remove all trash and litter, take it with you when you 
leave. 

Remember that all coinshooters may be judged by the 
example YOU set. Always conduct yourself with 

courtesy and consideration toward others. 

T.C.  Metal Detectors 
Authorized dealer for Fisher, Tesoro, Minelab, 
Garrett, Troy, Bounty Hunter, Detectorpro, 

Whites, Lesche, RTG, and more 

Tony Cwikla, 23 Cornwall Drive,  
Windsor Locks, CT  06096 

860-623-1153 or  860-916-2506 
{29 years experience, oldest, largest dealer in the area} 

Member: Y.T.C., FMDAC 
Special discounts for members! 

FAX: 860-627-0593;  e-mail:  
CAPACTION@aol.com 

 
We also carry a full line of books, digging tools, sand 
scoops, headphones, extra coils, bags, pouches, etc. 

 
- We use what we sell and give expert advice free of charge. - 

Why not come in and see what we’re finding !! 

METAL DETECTORS and ACCESSORIES  

J & E ENTERPRISES of  
S. Yarmouth  

Factory Authorized Dealer for Fisher, Garrett, 
Minelab, Tesoro, & Whites. Coiltek coils, Covers, 
Headphones, Beach & Water Scoops, Books, Etc., 

Eleanor Hube, 54 Old Main St. at Forest Rd. 
South Yarmouth, MA 02664 

1-508-760-2100 
e-mail,  jetrhub2@verizon.net 

(Founding member of Yankee Territory Coinshooters) 

SALES, SERVICE & RENTALS 
Accepts Discover, Mastercard and Visa 

Will ship UPS 

(Special consideration for Y.T.C. members.) 

     1963 - 2007 



- 4 - 

November 
 

About Our Departed Friend… 
[Here is a sampling of comments, by a few 
Y.T.C. members, as they saw Mark Sutcliffe.] 
 
Mark was one of my detecting mentors, the first 
member of the club that I met while we were 
both out detecting one cold day 14 years ago.  I 
am sure he will be missed by everyone in the 
club, he was a great guy and did so much for 
YTC.  This will leave a void in the club that will 
be hard to fill. 
 
I'm was very sorry and shocked to hear of Mark's 
passing. As a new Club member I could see his 
love for the hobby as well as the Club. 
I was fortunate to know Mark before joining the 
club. I grew up in Manchester and worked the 
past 40+ years for the Town Fire Dept. before 
retiring. Mark was a very dedicated member of 
the Manchester 8th District Fire Dept. and helped 
both Fire Depts. as a Fire/Police Officer during 
many an emergency, as well as other jobs within 
the Fire Dept. Mark also built a beautiful Church 
Garden at the Pitkin St. Church where the Club 
had one of its hunts.  
Dave, you put it very well that  Mark had 
"integrity and character"; how true that is, and 
may I add to that a ‘true gentleman’. Mark will 
truly be missed by everyone as he touched many 
lives, more than many may realize at this point. 

Thank you so much for passing on the news of 
Marks passing. I am deeply shocked by the news 
and still can't believe it. The past couple of years 
I really started to have good conversations with 
Mark. It is a huge loss to us all as he did so much 
for the club and helped out individuals as well. I 
know I will surely miss him at our gatherings. 

I'm saddened to hear the news. I had only been a 
member of the YTC for a year and not very 
active, but I remember Mark as being a very 
warm, friendly gentleman and always willing to 
lend a hand or offer advice. My condolences to 
his friends and family. 

October Hunt Report 
   Mark Sutcliffe had arranged for us to detect a 
potentially great site, on a main road in East 
Hartford. He wisely moved the date to Sunday, 
October 28, because of rain the previous day. 
There were many acres of farm field - what 
cornstalks there were lay flat, and the ground was 
soft and rock-free. 
    Forty-five members shared in the experience, 
by far the best turn-out we ever had for a ’natural 
finds’ hunt!  (And only 3 dozen donuts. Had I 
known…) The day warmed into the low fifties, 
with a breeze and sunshine. The camaraderie was 
great.  
   The ‘take’ was decent - a seated dime, Barber 
dime, SL quarter (with a date), and a Merc. There 
were several Indian cents, most pre-1900. 
Surprisingly, no large coppers showed up. There 
were a wide variety of relics, with a couple neat 
buttons and a sterling silver spoon making their 
way to the table.  
   Ten scratch tickets and a dozen 9-volt batteries 
(donated by Jim Groom) were distributed. A few 
of us remained after lunch for more detecting, 
and another Indian was retrieved. 
   Mark, of course, didn’t make the hunt, and was 
missed. My memory of the hunt will be a little 
sad, but also sweet because it was another way 
our lives were made a little richer because of 
Mark’s efforts.                       Dave G. 

‘Early Renewal’ Notice 
Your Y.T.C. membership expires on 
December 31. You can become eligible for 
a silver coin drawing if you return the 
membership form (see page 9) with your 
payment, by December 6.  
The coin drawing will occur at our 
Christmas Party, Dec. 11. Winners need not 
be present, but we hope you will join us. 
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The Loss of a Friend 
By Dave Gregorski 

   The word ‘friend’ is used to define one’s relationship to another. Yet by itself, the word may be 
insufficient in describing the quality and meaning of that relationship. 

    I met Mark Sutcliffe at my first Y.T.C. meeting – November 10, 1998. Actually, I can’t 
remember if we were introduced, but I remember seeing this guy at the left end of the head table, 
busily interacting with people, efficiently sifting through a pile of paperwork in front of him. I 
quickly learned how intelligent and articulate he was, always finding the right words in speaking 
and in his excellent writing. Meticulous. A good man to be serving the club. 

   And serve it he did – being club secretary involved much more than I ever could have 
imagined. Mark was passionate about metal detecting and history…a great combination. For 
years, he tried to keep ‘fences mended’ between the state archeological office and our club and 
the hobby – a task not always an easy one. His service to us extended in many directions, from 
sharing his expertise and detecting experience, to working on planted hunts, to unselfishly getting 
us old sites to detect as a club for ‘natural finds’. Mark was a great friend to our hobby. And he 
was also a great friend to me. 

   Some friendships happen easily and quickly. Mark was always somewhat reserved, and I was a 
lot quieter for my first couple of years in the club. So it took time for he and I to get to know each 
other. Beyond his obvious intelligence, I got to appreciate his sense of humor. And his devotion 
to his parents and the Manchester Historical Society. And his enthusiasm with horticulture, at 
which he earned his income (he was a Master Gardener and Arborist, among probably many 
other credentials. His yard is a showpiece.) 

   I will also remember our friend for his honesty, and for a unique integrity – you knew where he 
stood regarding things important to him. He gladly shared his knowledge, and was quick to help 
others when they were in need. Mark was a true gentleman. 

   I’m grateful for the many memories – we shared time in some detecting experiences and club 
activities, and our friendship grew. I’ll always remember the beaming expression on his face 
when he detected-up something good. And his grin and chuckle when we shared something 
funny. And the trust we had with each other, when we needed to talk about some personal 
troubles. I already miss Mark for all this and more.  

   It’s almost a cliché – but it’s easy to get caught up in life and seemingly not appreciate what we 
have and who is in our lives. Or forget to let others know that we care. I know I’ll now look at 
friendship in a different way. And when I remember Mark, as I always will, the word ’friend’ 
says it all. He touched many of us in his quiet, unassuming way. My memories keep him alive in 
my heart. And my tears tell me what I have lost.   
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Bold, italics indicates the 
winners - submitted by Bill 

Wright, October, 2007 

COIN

 

 Gold/Silver   

Pre 1900  Roger Moyles 
1897 Barber Qtr. & 1926 Standing Liberty 

Qtr. (same hole) 
  Ken Gudernatch 1888 Seated Dime 

    

Post 1899  Richard Janak 1936 Commemorative Rhode Island Half 
  Tom Woron 1916 Barber Dime 

  Joe Waldron 1914 Barber Dime 

 Other   

Pre 1900  George P. 1809 Over Inverted 9 Half Cent 
  Elaine Leonard V Nickel 
  No Name One Cent Coin 

Post 1899  Kira Lintner 1905 Indian Head Cent 
  No Name 1940 & 1944  Wheat Cents 
    

 Token/medal Bob Cwikla 1955 VFW Convention Token 

  Vince DiBattista NY City Transit Authority Token 

  Mike Giannetti CT Company Transportation Token 

  Rick Browne CT Railway & Lighting Token 1897 - 1910 

  Dave Gregorski Dragon Token 

 

JEWELRY

 

 Gold Richard Janak 
1 K Platinum Ring & 14 K Band 41 

Diamonds 
  Ken Gudernatch 14 K Bracelet 

  Mark Sutcliffe 
10 K White Gold Ring  with Peridot & 2 

Diamonds 
 Consolation Prize Phil Skewes 18 K Platinum Band 
 Silver Dave Gregorski Silver Ring with Garnet 
  Roger Moyles Jesus Medal 
  Rick Browne Wild Rose 
  Ken Briody Silver Ring 
  Joe Waldron Miraculous Silver Medal 
 Other Vince DiBattista Bracelet 

  Mike Giannetti 
12 K Gold Filled Ring (testing turned up 14K 

Gold) 
  Bob Cwikla Old Broach 
  Steve Beauregard 14 K Junk Ring 
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By Bill Wright 

Roger Moyles:  1897 Barber Qtr & 1926 Standing Liberty Qtr – Roger found these quarters in the same hole out at 
Hope Valley RI where we previously had a club outing. 
Richard Janak:  1936 Rhode Island Tricentennial Half – Richard found this nice coin while detecting one of the Rhode 
Island beaches. 
George P.:  1809 over Inverted 9 Half Cent – This was a cellar hole find for George. He believes the coin is in such good 
shape because of good drainage. About a foot away he found a 1833 double strike large cent. 
Kara Lintner:  1905 Indian Head Cent – Kara was detecting in a park in Naugatuck. She found this Indian Head cent 
while trying to get used to her MXT detector. 
Bob Cwikla:  1955 VFW Convention Token – Bob found this at about 4 inches while detecting a schoolyard that borders 
some older homes. 
Richard Janak:  1 K Platinum Ring and 14 K band with 41 Diamonds – Richard found these about knee high in water 
at the beach. His detecting partner was wondering why he was coming out of the water. With a find like this, he was 
probably walking on top of the water. 
Dave Gregorski:  Silver Ring with Garnet – Dave found this ring at the town beach during the Block Island club hunt. 
Vince DiBattista:  Bracelet – Vince found this bracelet while detecting at his cottage in Hebron. 
Bob Cwikla:  Toy Soccer Globe – Bob found this item at a schoolyard at a depth of 3 inches. 
Ray Dapkus:  Civil War Era? NY Military Academy Buckle? – Ray found this while detecting along the Connecticut 
River. He would appreciate anyone providing any information on the buckle. 
Steve Beauregard: 18th Century Silver Cane Tip – Steve found this in a area where he has previously found some 1700’s 
coins. 
Richard Lipka: One Dollar Silver Certificates – Richard was detecting a cellar hole when he noticed a Milk of Manesia 
bottle with a cork in it. He put it in his pocket and when he got home, he took the cork out and found the silver certificates 
rolled up inside. 
Phil Skewes:  18 K Platinum Band – Phil was detecting a salt water beach for a couple of hours. He hadn’t found anything 
and was about ready to leave when he found this band. 

RELIC

 

 Toy Bob Cwikla Toy Soccer Globe 
  Roger Moyles Toy Mail Truck 
  Pete Burch No Description 

 Military Ray Dapkus 
NY Military Academy? Cival War Era? 

Buckle 
  Kira Lintner Bayonet/dagger 
  Dave Gregorski Naval Button 
    
 Other Steve Beauregard 18th Century Silver Cane Tip 
  Darren Wright Colonial Era Spectacles 
  Ken Gudernatch Ox Bell 
  Ken Briody Pocket Watch 
  Bill Wright Gold Plated Scoville Button 
  Mike Gianetti Fishing Rod & Reel 
  Joe Waldron Grenade Lighter 
  Rick Browne  Buck 112 Knife 
  Mark Sutcliffe Pewter Button 
  John McQueen Colonial Shoe Buckle 
  Everett Berube Hammer 

                                                                                {Continued on page 10} 
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NO Find of the Month for December!  

In keeping with Y.T.C.’s Christmas tradition, there will be no 
FOTM at the December meeting. We will be celebrating the 
Holiday season with our party (see above).  
Finds made between the November and January meetings 
should be presented at the January 8 meeting. Challenge 
items for 2007 are eligible only if found by the last day of 
2007. The same is true for the Wheat Penny Contest. 

 STOP 

                2007 Y.T.C. Christmas Party!                          
 

Date/Time:  Tuesday, Dec. 11, at  6 P.M.                             
 
Place: the usual meeting place - family welcome. 
 
Beverage: Coffee and soft drinks provided (NO ALCOHOL 
allowed) 
 
Food: Cold-cut/sandwich platter provided… 
 
AND... Please bring a dish (hot dishes, ‘finger food’, salads, 
desserts) - please call or e-mail Dave Gregorski (860-742-5836, 
DGRookie@sbcglobal.net) to see what is needed. Warming pots/
trays will be very helpful, but ‘hot’ dishes must be brought hot.  
 
Grab-bag (“Chinese” style) - Value, minimum $10. - NO liquor, 
batteries, or flashlights, please; preferably detecting-related (coins, 
display cases, equipment, etc.), but can be other (lotto tickets, etc.). 
Wrap your gift!   And be sure it is suitable for either gender.  
     Be fair - shop as if you were getting your own gift. 
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             Y.T.C. 2008 Membership Form 

YANKEE TERRITORY COINSHOOTERS   
        
P.O. Box 1811,   Hartford, CT 06144-1811    
    
 
  MEMBER’S BENEFITS: 
 
PROBE, the YTC Newsletter, filled with club news and stories. 

Club outings, club hunts, and information about events and treasure hunts nationwide. 

Guest Speakers and up-to-date reports on new detectors and equipment. 

Membership silver drawing, complimentary refreshments, 50/50 and silver dollar raffles; Find-of-the-Month 
contest with prizes at the monthly meetings, and occasional other contests. 

Access to the club library of reference books and instructional videos. 

Annual four-level Challenge with prizes for each and all levels attained. 

Membership in the Federation of Metal Detector and Archaeological Clubs, Inc. is available for $5.00 additional 
FMDAC dues paid to YTC. 

Meetings are held on the second Tuesday of each month at 6:30 p.m. in the Community Room of the East 
Hartford Public Library, 840 Main Street, East Hartford, CT. 

You and your family/friends are welcome to visit for three meetings before joining YTC. 

For additional information call Dave Gregorski at 860-742-5836 or e-mail dgrookie@sbcglobal.net 
     (Return to above address by Dec. 6 and be eligible for the Early Bird silver coin drawing.) 
 
 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
  SIGN UP FOR MEMBERSHIP:  (Please list additional family members on the back of this form.) 
 
  NAME:_____________________________________PHONE:_____________________ 
 
  ADDRESS:______________________________________________________________ 
 
  TOWN:_____________________________STATE:________ZIP:__________________ 
 
  E-MAIL:_______________________________________ 
 
  My interests include:_______________________________________________________ 
 
  The membership year runs from January to December. Dues are due January 1st. 
 $20.00 per year for first Family Member (after July 1, $10.00)  $______ 
 $10.00 per year for second Family Member (after July 1, $ 5.00)    ______ 
          Each additional Family Member at the same address - FREE.                                                               
 $  5.00 per person per year FMDAC dues (not pro-rated)     ______ 

        TOTAL $_______ 
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UPCOMING EVENTS/HUNTS 

November 19 (Sunday) - Coin Show @ the Polish National Home, 60 Charter Oak Ave., Hartford. Free 
admission and parking - call 203-877-1680 (Ed Doran) for details. Doors open at 9 A.M. 

2007 CashBash Report 
By Dave Gregorski 

   I arrived early Friday afternoon (October 5), to get a look at the site. There were plenty of ‘play’ areas and 
cabins at the camp proper, plus ample woods.  It was evident some of the buildings went back to the 1920’s or 
so,  and the excitement and anticipation grew as I imagined the ‘shotgun start’ the next morning. The beach was 
very small, but waterhunting had not been promised. I bumped into 2 of the camp owners, who were friendly (2 
couples bought the camp ~ 10 years earlier),  and they shared a bit of the history of the site.  

   Being the first to arrive, I picked a suitable bunk for my 2+ day stay. I unloaded all the detectors I thought I 
might use, as the parking area was some distance away. Gradually others began to arrive, some of whom I 
recognized from past ‘Bash’s. Jerry Burr came with pizza, so we didn’t have to scrounge around Winsted for a 
place for supper. 

   The weather for the entire weekend was perfect - cool, dry, and sunny. After a nice breakfast, the first event on 
Saturday was a speed hunt (planted) to help determine the ‘world’s fastest detectorist’. Then we were turned 
loose for natural finds. 

   I chose the largest ‘common area’ in the camp, which should have been brimming with silver. After 15 
minutes, I figured for sure, that the camp had been detected before, probably during the few years when no one 
occupied it (word does get around!). I did manage a Wheatie there. After trying other grass fields and spaces 
between the cabins,  I figured my best shot at getting something old was in the woods bordering the camp 
proper. ’Woods detecting’ is slow, but I did manage to find two old thimbles about 20 feet apart. (Imagine - a 
few years ago, I needed ONE thimble to compete Level 4 of the Y.T.C. Challenge!! That’s for an entire year!)   

   As with any large group (over 130 people?), some very nice finds did come up. What I remember is a gorgeous 
2-reale (from the woods!), a Barber half and a Franklin half, plus a few Indian cents and some modern smaller 
silver coins. And some cool relics which I don’t remember. Very little precious-metal jewelry.  But as always, 
some of the fun is in the ‘fishing’, not the ‘catching’. 

   Without actually detecting an old site, one can’t know whether it’s ‘pristine’ or not. In the past, we’ve had 
better and worse luck at the CashBash. Accommodations were good, but I was ready to get back to my queen-
sized, ’sleep number’ mattress. (Somehow, my cabin got to have 8 guys and one woman in it!) But that’s another 
story.  (-:   The food over the weekend, and the company, were very good. I didn’t do the gold and silver hunts 
on Sunday. Thanks to Jerry Burr and Andy Vacco (of the Nutmeg Treasure Hunters Club, North Haven) for 
putting on this event. It was a positive experience for me, and I hear next year’s format may change a bit.  

NON METAL    
  Richard Lipka One Dollar Silver Certificates 
  Mark Sutcliffe 4 Leaf Clover 
  Ken Gudernatch Quart Milk Bottle 
  Dave Gregorski Paper Nickel Play Coin 
  Pete Burch Blue Stone 
  Bob Cwikla Baseball 
  Vince DiBattista Garfield Grad Ornament 
  Everett Berube No Description 
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Minutes of Yankee Territory Coinshooters meeting, November 13, 2007 
 
 A moment of silence was observed in memory of Mark Sutcliffe. 
Anyone wishing to have a short note re. your thoughts/memories of Mark, placed in the PROBE, please submit 
to Dave Gregorski. 
Donations to both memorial funds (from the club treasury) were approved in addition to member donations in 
remembrance of Mark. 
 
 -  The monthly meeting was called to order at 6:35 P.M. with 49 members and 2 visitors present. 
The Secretary’s report was accepted as published. 

The Treasurer’s report was accepted as read, with a balance of $2525.86 plus silver inventory of $346.58 as 
purchase cost. 

 
 Announcements and Correspondence: 
David Hart donated a children’s book “BURIED TREASURES’ by Mark Brown. 
Jay Schofield donated his detecting book “BEACH DETECING IN SURF & SAND” to YTC’s library in 
remembrance of Mark. 
PTHC of NH raffle tickets for two detectors are on sale by Dave for $5.00 each. 

The FMDAC Fall Newsletter is available for FMDAC members. Current and Archived issues are also 
available for downloading from www.fmdac.org. Membership is not required to download. 

 
 Old Business: 
The Christmas Party will begin at 6 P.M. with doors opening at 5 P.M. on December 11th. 
A donation to the Riverside Nursing Home for the use of the meeting room was mailed. 

45 members attended Mark’s Fun Hunt. 4 silver coins and several collectable items were found. Conditions 
could not have been better. 

 
 New Business: 
Dave Gregorski  will take an inventory of Mark’s detecting equipment, as our Board decided to have it auctioned 
off at a club meeting. This will take place in the spring. Entire proceeds will go to Mark’s mother. 
A donation to the Janitor was voted on and passed. 
A donation to the Cancer Society will be matched by NOVARTIS. This year’s charity donation of $50.00 will be 
sent to the Cancer Society in memory of Mark Sutcliffe. 

Jane Covell shared many thoughts on button collecting. Her expertise is in civilian, not military type buttons. 
Buttons were in use over 2000 years ago as decoration. In the 1300’s they started to be used as fasteners. 
The 1800’s saw an increase in use. CT  manufacturers were Scoville, Waterbury Button, Danbury 
Ceramic, Cheshire and for 1945 only Colt made buttons. Three main types are: Stamped, Chased and Cut 
Steel. Military [2 and 3-piece] buttons have a cardboard centerpiece and should never be soaked in a 
liquid. CT has 4 button societies. Buttons are grouped by age, size, material, theme, shank and country of 
origin. Pre 1918 buttons are considered antique while post 1918 are considered modern buttons. 

 
 Attendance drawing: Bruce Mortensen was not present; Debbie Stelik took home a silver dime. 
Silver dollar drawings: Don Bogli took home an 1884-O and Bill Wright a 1922. 
The 50/50 raffle went to Chuck Anderson. 
Additional drawings for magazines: winners were Rich MacRobbie, Ken Perkins and Joe Waldron. 
The FOM was held. Joe Waldron had completed Level 3 of the Challenge last month, and was belatedly awarded 
2 silver quarters. Being short of time, remaining Challenge awards will be made at the January meeting. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:38 P.M.  [We were told by a library official to cut our meeting short.] 
 

 Respectfully submitted, Rick Browne 
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                            YTC Officers 
 
President, Chuck Anderson        860-944-9558 
           {nlsanderson@sbcglobal.net} 
         
Vice President,  Tony Cwikla        860-623-1153
    {CAPACTION@aol.com}
                             
Recording Secretary (temporary)   Rick Browne 
       860-738-0507              {waterwalker@snet.net} 
                                      
Treasurer, Vince DiBattista              860-666-0270 
                          {VDibattist@sbcglobal.net} 
 
Newsletter, Dave Gregorski               860-742-5836 
                                     {DGRookie@sbcglobal.net} 

Yankee Territory Coinshooters 
Code of Ethics 

Respect the rights and property of others. 
Never destroy historical or archeological artifacts. 
Observe all laws, whether national, state, or local. 
Aid law enforcement officials whenever possible. 

Leave the land and vegetation as it was. 
FILL IN ALL HOLES. 

Remove all trash and litter, take it with you when you 
leave. 

Remember that all coinshooters may be judged by the 
example YOU set. Always conduct yourself with 

courtesy and consideration toward others. 

T.C.  Metal Detectors 
Authorized dealer for Fisher, Tesoro, Minelab, 
Garrett, Troy, Bounty Hunter, Detectorpro, 

Whites, Lesche, RTG, and more 

Tony Cwikla, 23 Cornwall Drive,  
Windsor Locks, CT  06096 

860-623-1153 or  860-916-2506 
{29 years experience, oldest, largest dealer in the area} 

Member: Y.T.C., FMDAC 
Special discounts for members! 

FAX: 860-627-0593;  e-mail:  
CAPACTION@aol.com 

 
We also carry a full line of books, digging tools, sand 
scoops, headphones, extra coils, bags, pouches, etc. 

 
- We use what we sell and give expert advice free of charge. - 

Why not come in and see what we’re finding !! 

METAL DETECTORS and ACCESSORIES  

J & E ENTERPRISES of  
S. Yarmouth  

Factory Authorized Dealer for Fisher, Garrett, 
Minelab, Tesoro, & Whites. Coiltek coils, Covers, 
Headphones, Beach & Water Scoops, Books, Etc., 

Eleanor Hube, 54 Old Main St. at Forest Rd. 
South Yarmouth, MA 02664 

1-508-760-2100 
e-mail,  jetrhub2@verizon.net 

(Founding member of Yankee Territory Coinshooters) 

SALES, SERVICE & RENTALS 
Accepts Discover, Mastercard and Visa 

Will ship UPS 

(Special consideration for Y.T.C. members.) 
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Donated Books, With Comments 

BURIED TREASURES  by Mark Brown 
 
 First child’s book I’ve seen on detecting. 
Thought it could be put into your library and 
shared by all the youngsters of detectorists 
and their children, grandchildren etc. They 
will hopefully be the members of the YTC 
club.   
Enjoy.   David Hart 
 
  
  
BEACH DETECTING IN SURF & SAND  
by Jay Schofield 
 
 Dear Y.T.C. member: 

I am so sorry about your recent loss of your 
club secretary, Mark Sutcliffe. We 
corresponded briefly and he seemed like a 
real gentleman – a class act. 
I understand what it is like to loose a fellow 
treasure hunter as my book’s Dedication will 
show. Please accept this book from me as a 
gift to your club’s library in his name. 
My Best, Jay Schofield 

Bob Tulay, who moved to North Carolina, writes: 

 "I basically have hit three beaches. The closest is one 
half mile and the farthest is about three miles from 
my house. It is all soft sand and I have never seen 
anyone else detecting here. Security doesn't bother me 
anymore now that they know what I'm doing. They 
also claim to have never seen anyone doing the water. 
Only downside is they have water mocs and northern 
rattlers in the water. I have been warned that they are 
aggressive during mating season and one should stay 
the distance. That might have something to do with 
me not seeing anyone swimming after the sun sets." 
Say "Hi" to everyone....miss ya all! 
As ever, Bob 

January Meeting Program 
Though we may come up with another idea, 
please consider sharing a detecting story from 
2007. Suggestions -  a special day of 
detecting...an unusual/amusing incident...a 
special site (of course, we’ll need to know where 
it is!).  (-:    ‘Best Finds of 2007’ will be our 
program for the February meeting. 

Also, remaining awards for the 2007 Y.T.C. 
Challenge will be made at the January meeting. 
Please bring any pertinent items with you. Bring 
your wheat pennies from 2007, too. Tony 
Cwikla will be judging them for his contest, so 
you’ll need to display them in some fashion. The 
winner will have the most different dates. And 
Finds of the Month will resume - finds made 
since the November meeting! 

Tidbit 

   Precious metals such as gold & silver are often sold 
by the troy ounce. Many people don't realize that an 
ounce of gold is more than the typical ounce, found at 
the grocery store. Here in the USA, we often use the 
avoirdupois ounce. Every time you step on the scale 
at home, or weigh food found in the grocery, you use 
the avoirdupois ounce weight system. There are 16 
avoirdupois ounces in a pound. 
   Avoirdupois weights - A pound is equal to about 
453.6 grams, or 14.583 troy ounces. 1 pound equals 
16 ounces or 453.59 grams. That is the equivalent to 
14.58 "troy" ounces. 
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In Memory 
 

 One month ago, our club lost in passing one of the finest people I have personally known.  Few 
members of YTC have had the impact that Mark had over his many years of involvement.  He held 
various posts, including President and Secretary, and in these positions he obviously had a huge 
impact, but I am thinking at this time more of his impact as a friend and as a role model. 
 
 I knew Mark for approximately thirteen years.   The basis of our friendship was our mutual 
interest in the American Colonial Era.  There was one big difference between us with regard to 
detecting at this time-he was an experienced professional and I was a wet behind the ears rookie.  I 
was spellbound by his tales of Revolutionary War sites and ancient coins and relics.   
 
 As I became more involved in the Executive Board of our club, I got to know Mark better and 
learned of his love of landscaping.  Those who viewed the landscaping around the church he 
attended were able to view his artistry.  As years passed, I also became impressed with his 
commitment to YTC and its members.  Many of the planted hunts, fun hunts and other activities 
have been organized by Mark.   
 
 The last time I detected with Mark was about two weeks before his passing.  We were at one of 
my favorite Colonial Era sites.  We had hunted there many times in the past, but the frequency of 
finds had dissipated in recent years.  But in previous years, this site relinquished many awesome 
finds, including a Washington Inaugural button for each of us.  We now hunted it more out of a 
sense of nostalgia than out of an expectation to find much.  I arrived before Mark, and found a few 
musket balls before he arrived.  When I left in mid-afternoon, he had found a Colonial Button and 
an Indian Penny.   Before I left, I watched Mark detect for a minute or two.  Most of you reading 
this know that the reach of his sweep was amazing.  He was happy, healthy, and the master of his 
craft.  I was not surprised when he called me the next morning and told me that he found a King 
George Copper near the end of that day.   
  I will always remember and miss Mark, and be ever grateful for his friendship.            
                   Chuck  

It looks like the U.S. Mint has struck again - or not struck again, depending on how you look at it. New 
dollar coins featuring John Adams are missing edge inscriptions including "In God We Trust," 
according to the Professional Coin Grading Service, a rare coin authentication company based in 
Newport Beach, Calif. The company said people have found hundreds of Adams dollar coins without 
the edge lettering, repeating a previous mistake. In March, an unknown number of George Washington 
dollar coins were struck at the Philadelphia Mint without "In God We Trust," "E Pluribus Unum," and 
the year and mint mark inscribed on the edge. [Be aware - there are ‘counterfeits’.] 
A Detroit collector received smooth-edged Adams dollars in sealed containers from the Philadelphia 
Mint. There also are reports of the opposite problem - Adams coins with edge lettering that has been 
double-struck, said Ron Guth, president of the Professional Coin Grading Service. "It's too early to put 
a final price tag on the collector value of Adams presidential dollar errors because no one knows how 
many others will turn up," Guth said in a news release. The Adams dollars, officially released into 
circulation May 17, 2007, are the second in a series of presidential coins slated to run until 2016. 
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Bold, italics indicates the 
winners - submitted by Bill 
Wright, November, 2007 

COIN

 

 Gold/Silver   

Pre 1900  Steve Beauregard 1784 2 Reale 

  Darren Wright 1873 Seated Dime 

  Bill Wright 1772  1 Reale 

Post 1899  Dave Gregorski 
1940 Standing Liberty Half & 14K Signet 

Ring 

  Bob Cwikla 1911 Barber Half 

  Carl Muller 1939 D Mercury Dime 

 Other   

Pre 1900  Bob Ellis 1805 Half Cent 

  Phil Skewes 1881 Indian Head Penny 

  John McQueen 1810 Large Cent 

  Ken Gudernatch 1882 Shield Nickel 

  George P. 1858?? Large Cent 

  Roger Moyles 1889 Indian Head Penny 

Post 1899  No Entries  

    

 Token/medal Vince DiBattista Good For 1 Cent Token 

  Joe Waldron Arcade Token 

JEWELRY    

 Gold Rick Browne 14K Buddha 

 Silver Joe Waldron Sterling Silver Ring 

  Phil Skewes .925 Silver Ring 

  Ken MacMinagil Ring Made From Silver 50 Cent Coin 

  Ken Gudernatch Tiffany Sterling Lock 

  No Name Ring 

 Other Dave Gregorski Iron Cross Pendant 

  Vince DiBattista Gold Plated Earrings With Fake Diamonds 

  Bob Cwikla Friendship Necklace & Pendant 

  No Name Large Fake Diamond Ring 
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By Bill Wright 

Steve Beauregard:  1784  2 Reale – Steve found this in a local farm field where some dirt had been dropped from 
another site. The coin was in great shape. 
 
Dave Gregorski:  1940 Standing Liberty Half & 14K Signet Ring – Dave found this in a drained pond. The first 
item was the gold ring. Dave found the Half when he re-checked the dirt pile. 
 
Bob Ellis:  1805 Half Cent – Bob found this in a junk pile in a back yard. 
 
Vince DiBattista:  ‘Good For 1 Cent’ Token – Vince found this in a park along with a couple of wheat pennies. 
 
Rick Browne:  14K Buddha – Rick found this while detecting in waist deep water. 
 
Joe Waldron:  Sterling Silver Ring – Joe said that he did not have to go into the water for this ring. 
 
Dave Gregorski:  Iron Cross Pendant – Dave found this in the same drained pond as the Standing Liberty Half 
and Signet Ring. 
 
Steve Gudernatch:  Hubley Kiddie Car – Steve gave a friend a ride who owns a Colonial Era house. Steve found 
this while detecting under a swing. 
 
Ray Dapkus:  George Washington Inaugural Button – After getting skunked for most of the day, Ray decided to 
stop at a place that he has detected before. This was the last signal Ray got before dark. [Although his smile 
probably lit up the surrounding woods!  Ed.] 
 
Al Schwartz: Old Lock and Key – Al found this in a Park at a depth of 1 inch. He had detected this area in the 
past. 
 
Bob Ellis: Partial Clay Pipe – Bob found this in a field he has been to 4 or 5 times in the past. Bob believes heavy 
rain made it visible on the surface. 

RELIC

 

 Toy Steve Gudernatch Hubley Kiddie Car 
 Consolation Prize Joe Waldron Tootsie Toy Wedge Dragster 
 Military Ray Dapkus George Washington Inaugural Button 
  Bill Wright 1815 - 1830 NY Militia Button 
  Dave Gregorski NY Military Academy Button - 1890's 
  Vince DiBattista Medal - Special Operations Europe 
  Bob Ellis 1850 - 1860 Button 
 Other Al Schwartz Lock And Key 
  Roger Moyles Plymouth Hub Cap 
  Ken Gudernatch Spoon Handle From Garden Hotel Hartford 
  Ken MacMinagil Pocket Watch 
  Bob Cwikla 1947 License Plate Tag 
  Steve Beauregard 45 Caliber Brass Gun Barrel 

NON METAL    
  Bob Ellis Partial Clay Pipe 
  Roger Moyles Toy Football 
  Dave Gregorski Bead Bracelet 
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                           A Good Day of Detecting Ends With a $2500 Find 
By Steve Gudernatch 

 
 On Sunday morning of Labor Day Weekend, I joined a few club members at Rocky Neck for some early  
beach detecting, to be followed by the seafood brunch buffet at Flanders Fish Market. Truth be told – my 
main motivation in joining the group was “the buffet”, but by the end of the day the buffet was just one of 
many enjoyable memories. We were the first ones to step on the beach and it had been raked perfectly 
smooth, only our footprints broke the pristine surface as we spread out across the beach and (some) into the 
water. I paced off a large square of beach and detected in concentrically smaller squares, using my 
footprints as boundaries until the area was completed. I was able to do this two or three more times before 
the holiday beach crowd arrived and began obstructing my patterns. 
The day was beautiful and the crowd kept growing, so as planned we met back in the parking lot two hours 
after arriving. I had a pouch full of coins, others had similar coin counts, and there was silver and gold and 
what we hoped was a real very large diamond - (turned out not to be real). Then it was off to the buffet 
where we dined on shrimp, fish, prime rib, and dishes too numerous to remember, let alone eat! We took 
our time enjoying the food and company, while recounting tales of past detecting adventures. After a 
leisurely and bountiful lunch we went our separate ways. Some went on to more land or water hunting, 
while others headed for home. We went the scenic route home, stopping to look for an abandoned park.  
We didn’t find the park and by mid afternoon I was home nesting on my couch with the Sunday paper and 
the T.V. remote. 
I had just gotten comfy when my doorbell rang. My friend and neighbor of 25 years was there and asked if 
my metal detector was working? He knew of my hobby because I had helped him find some property 
stakes in the past. We have several acres of woods between us, but the woods on his side are neat and well 
kept with several trails winding through them. All the trails are navigable by tractor and most even by 
truck. My neighbor rides his tractors on these trails all the time and my children rode bikes and hiked them 
when they were growing up. This day, however, my neighbor decided to blaze a new trail. He rode his 
tractor through a few pine trees with several low hanging branches, which brushed over his head as he 
drove through. Once through the trees my neighbor realized one of his hearing aids had been knocked off 
his ear. The ground was thick with dead leaves and pine needles, and the hearing aid was quite small and 
light brown in color. My neighbor, his wife and her son had searched with no success, then he thought to 
try me and my metal detector. 
My White’s IDX was handy and I was eager to help so I started by checking the signal on my neighbor’s 
remaining  hearing aid. It was a new high tech model,  just slightly bigger than the small button battery that 
it contained. It also had a thin pliable plastic tube about three inches long to secure it to the ear. In 
discriminate mode it gave no signal, but in all metal mode I got a distinct though not very strong signal. 
The search area was only about five feet wide and twenty feet long but it was thick with years of nature’s 
compost, all in varying shades of brown that matched the hearing aid color. 
Several large, loud iron targets were in the area and my neighbor said he had unearthed numerous car parts 
and old cans over the years. I listened carefully for the small distinct signal I wanted, while trying to ignore 
the larger ones. Within twenty minutes I got that signal, and luckily it wasn’t near a large target. Beneath 
the coil, barely visible and blending into its surroundings was the missing hearing aid. My neighbor was 
ecstatic and I was thrilled to have helped my good friend. Over a celebration beer I asked him how much it 
would have cost to replace the lost hearing aid, thinking to myself... in the one to two hundred dollar range.  
My neighbor said the pair cost $5000 – I was shocked! What a great way to end a great day, finding 
something more precious than gold. 
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GRANDMA'S CURES  
 
Keep this on the Fridge:  Did you know, that drinking two glasses of Gatorade can relieve headache pain 
almost immediately -- without the unpleasant side effects caused by traditional "pain relievers"?  
That Colgate toothpaste makes an excellent salve for burns?  
   Before you head to the drugstore for a high-priced inhaler filled with mysterious chemicals, try chewing 
on a    couple of curiously strong Altoids peppermints.  They'll clear up your stuffed nose.  
   Achy muscles from a bout of the flu?  Mix 1 Tablespoon of horseradish in 1 cup of olive oil.  Let the 
mixture sit for 30 minutes, then apply it as a massage oil, for instant relief for aching muscles.  
   Sore throat?  Just mix 1/4 cup of vinegar with 1/4 cup of honey and take 1 tablespoon six times a day.  
The vinegar kills the bacteria.  
 
Cure urinary tract infections with Alka-Seltzer.  Just dissolve two tablets in a glass of water and drink it 
at the onset of the symptoms.  Alka-Seltzer begins eliminating urinary tract infections almost instantly -- 
even though the product has never been advertised for this use.  
 
Honey remedy for skin blemishes... Cover the blemish with a dab of honey and place a Band-Aid 
over it.  Honey kills the bacteria, keeps the skin sterile, and speeds healing.  Works overnight.  
                                                                                                                                                                        
Listerine therapy for toenail fungus... Get rid of unsightly toenail fungus by soaking your toes in 
Listerine mouthwash.  The powerful antiseptic leaves your toenails looking healthy again.  
   Easy eyeglass protection... To prevent the screws in eyeglasses from loosening, apply a small drop 
of Maybelline Crystal Clear nail polish to the threads of the screws before tightening them.  
   Coca-Cola cures for rust... Forget those expensive rust removers.  Just saturate an abrasive sponge with 
Coca Cola and scrub the rust stain. The phosphoric acid in the coke is what gets the job done.  
   Cleaning liquid that doubles as bug killer... If menacing bees, wasps, hornets, or yellow jackets get 
in your home and you can't find the insecticide, try a spray of Formula 409.  Insects drop to the 
ground instantly. Or WD40  
    
Smart splinter remover... just pour a drop of Elmer's Glue All over the splinter, let dry, and peel the 
dried glue off the skin.  The splinter sticks to the dried glue.  
   Hunt's tomato paste boil cure... cover the boil with Hunt's tomato paste as a compress.  The acids from 
the tomatoes soothe the pain and bring the boil to a head.  
   Balm for broken blisters...To disinfect a broken blister, dab on a few drops of Listerine... a 
powerful antiseptic.  
   Heinz vinegar to heal bruises... Soak a cotton ball in white vinegar and apply it to the bruise for 1 
hour.  The vinegar reduces the blueness and speeds up the healing process.  
    
Kills fleas instantly.  Dawn dish washing liquid does the trick.  Add a few drops to your dog's bath 
and shampoo the animal thoroughly.  Rinse well to avoid skin irritations.  Goodbye fleas.  
   Rainy day cure for dog odor... Next time your dog comes in from the rain, simply wipe down the 
animal with Bounce or any dryer sheet, instantly making your dog smell springtime fresh.  
   Eliminate ear mites in cats... All it takes is a few drops of Wesson corn oil in your cat's ear.  Massage 
it in, and then clean with a cotton ball.  Repeat daily for 3 days.  The oil soothes the cat's skin, smothers the 
mites, and accelerates healing.  
   Quaker Oats for fast pain relief....It's not for breakfast anymore!  Mix 2 cups of Quaker Oats and 1 cup 
of water in a bowl and warm in the microwave for 1 minute, cool slightly, and apply the mixture to your 
hands for soothing relief from arthritis is pain.  
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UPCOMING EVENTS/HUNTS 

February 24 (Sunday) - Coin Show @ the Polish National Home, 60 Charter Oak Ave., Hartford. Free 
admission and parking - call 203-877-1680 (Ed Doran) for details. Doors open at 9 A.M.                     

Y.T.C. March meeting - club elections. Please consider serving your fellow members in some fashion. 
The club does NOT ‘run by itself’ - we welcome the ideas and energy of different people. There are also 
several volunteer positions to be filled (not part of the election).   

Spring meeting (to be determined) - we will be auctioning off detectors and other related equipment that 
belonged to Mark Sutcliffe. He was fastidious in caring for all his stuff. An inventory will be presented in 
advance, for your consideration. All proceeds will go to his mother. 

  
 
 
 

The stretch of days from Thanksgiving through New Years gives us pause to reflect on the 
previous year, and hopefully find some things/people/events to be thankful for. Having lost two 
friends in the space of a few weeks is quite sobering, and has caused me to appreciate more, 
those still in my life.  

Yes, this is a busy time for all of us. Would we could figure out how to get/keep a 
meaningfulness of spirit throughout...but it’s difficult with all we choose to do. Maybe that’s a 
key - being aware that we  are CHOOSING to do everything. Is it all necessary? Is it because 
it’s expected of us? What would happen if we decided to change something...maybe do less in 
order to give us more quiet time? Do we even want any quiet time? Can we give to others in a 
different way? What do we need to give to ourselves? 

I trusted my own heart and made some major changes in how I/my family will celebrate these 
holidays. I did discuss this first, but still had trepidation. It meant that 20 year-old family 
traditions would be no more (at least for this year). Well, so far it seems to have brought more 
energy into my family dynamics and interaction. And I think this will continue through 
Christmas.  

Meanwhile, we are having our first real cold snap, reminding us that winter is inevitable. I hope 
the ground doesn’t freeze solid [it has], as I want to be able to do some ‘dirt detecting’ for 
awhile. (The saltwater beaches will always be there, thankfully.) Which leads me to… 

Being thankful for friends and family. For this wonderful hobby and all it adds to my life. For 
the last leaves to fall so I can finally clean the gutters on my house. For those brussels sprouts 
and leeks that were bravely surviving in my garden. (I picked them on Dec. 1.) For the whisper 
of snowflakes. The grateful birds at my feeders. The annoying/cute squirrels that figure out how 
to get a free meal. For the health to still be able to shovel snow (which I enjoy!). For all the 
Christmas decorations and songs. For many fond memories from 2007, and the hope of many 
new and great ones in the coming year. My best wishes to you and those you hold dear.  

          Dave Gregorski 
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