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The Jack Hube Memorial Polar Bear Hunt 

Richard MacRobbie is again running this annual winter hunt. It is a planted hunt, 
with coins and various tokens (redeemable for many nice prizes) planted in the 
sand. The date is Sunday, February 5, and it starts at 1 P.M., with registration 
beginning around noon (motor home in parking lot). Come earlier and help seed 
the sand. Current members only; hunt fee is only $8.   

The hunt will be at Hammonassett State Park in Madison - look for signs at the 
rotary, re. which beach. Mac may postpone the hunt (same time, location) in 
case of severe weather. If in doubt re. weather, call Mac (742-0706), Dave 
Gregorski (742-5836), or Vince DiBattista (666-0270). Rain/snow date is 
February 12. 

Dress accordingly, long johns, boots, gloves and a hat are a must. Bring a snack 
and warming beverage. Watch your speed, State and Park police are usually set up 
this time of year on the access road. Good luck and see you there for the Indian’s 
chance to get out AGAIN (see page 6)!  
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                            YTC Officers 
 
President, Bruce Morris         212-2276 
                {brm1956@netzero.net} 
         
Vice President,  Tony Cwikla        860-623-1153
    {CAPACTION@aol.com}
                             
Secretary, Mark Sutcliffe                  860-647-7541  
                                      {Msutcl 1776@aol.com} 
 
Treasurer, Vince DiBattista              860-666-0270 
     {VDibattist@aol.com } 
 
Newsletter, Dave Gregorski               860-742-5836 
                                      {DGRookie@aol.com} 

Yankee Territory Coinshooters 
Code of Ethics 

Respect the rights and property of others. 
Never destroy historical or archeological artifacts. 
Observe all laws, whether national, state, or local. 
Aid law enforcement officials whenever possible. 

Leave the land and vegetation as it was. 
FILL IN ALL HOLES. 

Remove all trash and litter, take it with you when you 
leave. 

Remember that all coinshooters may be judged by the 
example YOU set. Always conduct yourself with 

courtesy and consideration toward others. 

T.C.  Metal Detectors 
Authorized dealer for Fisher, Tesoro, Minelab, 
Garrett, Troy, Bounty Hunter, Detectorpro, 

Whites, Lesche, RTG, and more 

Tony Cwikla, 23 Cornwall Drive,  
Windsor Locks, CT  06096 

860-623-1153 or  860-916-2506 
{29 years experience, oldest, largest dealer in the area} 

Member: Y.T.C., FMDAC 
Special discounts for members! 

FAX: 860-627-0593;  e-mail:  
CAPACTION@aol.com 

 
We also carry a full line of books, digging tools, sand 
scoops, headphones, extra coils, bags, pouches, etc. 

 
- We use what we sell and give expert advice free of charge. - 

Why not come in and see what we’re finding !! 

METAL DETECTORS and ACCESSORIES  

J & E ENTERPRISES of  
S. Yarmouth  

Factory Authorized Dealer for Fisher, Garrett, 
Minelab, Tesoro, & Whites. Coiltek coils, Covers, 
Headphones, Beach & Water Scoops, Books, Etc., 

Eleanor Hube, 54 Old Main St. at Forest Rd. 
South Yarmouth, MA 02664 

1-508-760-2100 
e-mail,  jetrhub2@verizon.net 

(Founding member of Yankee Territory Coinshooters) 

SALES, SERVICE & RENTALS 
Accepts Discover, Mastercard and Visa 

Will ship UPS 

(Special consideration for Y.T.C. members.) 

Best wishes and a quick recovery… 

...to Rich Janak, who is recovering from 
surgery. Hope the cold-weather 

waterhunters save him a few gold rings! 
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Arrgghh...Not Again! 
 
   This is becoming a ‘bad habit’. For the 
THIRD year in a row, I have been 
thwarted from completing Level 4 (and 
therefore all 4 levels) of the Y.T.C. 
Challenge contest...by the same two 
items! Just couldn’t come up with a 
thimble, OR a gold ring with 2 different-
colored stones. Since November, I 
needed just one of these for completion. 
   I must have half a dozen thimbles in 
my ‘collection’, but when I really needed 
one, they decided to scurry under some 
rocks or hide among a few nails. And 
even when the ground froze, I hit 6 
saltwater beaches with my pulse machine 
and/or Minelab, in search of the gold ring 
- to no avail. Sniff.  
   But 2006 is a new year, with a new 
Challenge. Maybe I should try to get the 
Challenge Manager’s ear, and convince 
him to drop one of these babies.    (-:        
 Dave Gregorski 

Find of the Month – Can I Enter a  
‘coin spill’? 

   It depends. If the ‘spill’ initially reads as one 
target, then you can. The "official" Find of the 
Month Contest Rules, printed in the Information 
Newsletter revised June, 2001, state: 
"4. Multiple objects may be entered as one find 
if they constituted one target; (i.e.) five coins in a 
change purse, giving one combined signal, may be 
entered as one find." 
   Mark Sutcliffe, a long-time active Y.T.C. 
member, further states: 
 “To my recollection that's how we have always 
treated caches/spills. As far as determining which 
category/sub-category for entry - that's been left to 
the discretion of the entrant (subject to ruling by 
the FOM Chairman, currently Bob Cwikla). 
   Thus, if I found a jar of pennies with one silver 
dime in it, I could enter the cache in a silver coin 
category, or a coin/other category, depending on 
the date of the selected penny. Likewise, if I found 
a cache of Memorial pennies in a silver snuffbox I 
could enter the cache in relic/other or coin/other. A 
single item from a ‘spill’ can always be entered 
singly. The entrant takes his chances whichever 
category he/she chooses to put the entry in. A 
cache or spill is not guaranteed to win the category 
just by virtue of the fact that it is in quantity." 

   The Board has agreed with Mark, and this article 
serves notice re. how to handle future FOM entries, 
that are ‘multiples’. Another example - if you dig 
up (while detecting!) a nice silver-plated old shoe 
buckle, and upon checking the hole, also dig up a 
Mercury dime, then you can enter both (only if you 
wish!) in either the Coin/silver/post-1899 category, 
OR the Relic/other category. You could also enter 
them singly in the appropriate category. 
   Remember regarding a coin spill, that you can 
enter only one find in the ‘coin’ (left-hand) 
column, so you must decide whether you want to 
enter several coins in one category, or just a single 
coin. If I’ve confused the issue, please consult with 
Bob Cwikla - he has the final say!     Ed. 

‘Find of the Month’ Resumes 
Finds retrieved between the November and 
January meetings were displayed at the January 
meeting, and will be listed in the February Probe. 
Thereafter, the normal FOM schedule 
resumes...the February meeting will display the 
finds from the previous month, and so on. 

Wheat Penny Contest! 
Tony Cwikla has initiated this, for 2006. Save 
your Wheaties...clean them enough to read the 
date. Let’s see how many varieties (different 
dates/mint marks) you can acquire. Detected 
coins only - 1/1/2006-12/31/2006. 
We’ll display our ‘progress’ at each meeting. It 
would be helpful to get a display booklet/folder - 
Tony may get you the 2 folders for $5 or so.  
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Unpaid Dues? 
If your name is highlighted on the front 
mailing label, your dues payment for 
2006 has not been recorded as this Probe 
goes to press. What does this mean for 
you? 
 
1. This will be your last issue of Probe. 
2. You won’t be eligible for the Jack 
Hube Polar Bear hunt (or any other 
club hunts). 
3. As a non-Y.T.C. member, you no 
longer will have voting privileges. 
4. You’ll miss all kinds of fun and 
informative stuff. 
5. People will miss you. 
To avoid the above, send your $20 check 
($25 if joining FMDAC) right now (made 
out to Y.T.C.) to: 

Y.T.C. 
P.O. Box 1811 

Hartford, CT  06114-1811 
You may also pay at any Y.T.C. function 
- see Vince DiBattista, our treasurer. 

Y.T.C. Christmas Party  Report 
By Dave Gregorski 

   The crowd of members and their families 
exceeded 55 - the largest turnout in many 
years. Since the library had ‘borrowed’ 
back a few tables, seating was a bit of a 
challenge...thanks to those who 
accommodated the situation.  

   I was worried the food would run out, 
but it lasted through ‘seconds’. The variety 
and quality were great. It seemed 
‘Christmassy’ to force at least a little bit of 
dessert!  

   ‘Douglas the Fir’, that annoying but 
lovable tree that talks and/or makes music 
(I forget), was notably absent, and it was 
assumed he retired to an evergreen grove 
on the northwest hills. He was competently 
replaced by a ‘juke box’-style radio.  

   The ‘Chinese Grab-bag’ went off without 
incident...no sniffles this year (at least not 
in public). The evening was wonderful - 
thanks to all those who came, participated 
and contributed. 

Metal Alloy Corrosion Information 
By Dave Gregorski 

This information was gleaned from a Coin World article, and may give you some insight toward 
cleaning and/or preserving your finds. 
Copper: 
copper oxides – red, black in color 
copper carbonates – green, blue 
copper chlorides – waxy gray-white, light green powder 
 
 Silver: 
silver sulfide – blue/black, iridescent 
silver chloride – initially white but turns purple/gray with light exposure 
 
 Lead: 
lead oxides – red, yellow, brown 
lead sulfates – dark gray, black 
lead carbonates – gray-white, white 
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Story of ‘The Indian’ 

   A  Y.T.C. tradition may be somewhat of a mystery to newer members. You may have heard or 
read  references to “the Indian”. Yes, it is an Indian cent, but a very special one, that promises 
treasure. 

   Various members of our club (with a little assistance from our treasury) have filled a treasure 
chest with interesting and valuable goodies. At official club hunts (such as the upcoming Jack 
Hube Memorial Polar Bear Hunt), one token of the many planted, is designated as the ‘special’ 
one by the huntmaster. The lucky and/or skillful detectorist earns a shot at the contents of the 
chest. 

   Only it’s still not that easy. Initially, a blind draw is made, in an attempt to pick the Indian from 
among 10 pennies. If the Indian ‘comes out’, the treasure chest contents are awarded to the lucky 
drawer (and the chest remains with the club). If not, the drawn wheat cent is removed, improving 
the odds for a winner at the next hunt. This continues until the Indian is drawn, and then the 
contest is ‘reset’.  

   Of course, the pennies are disguised so one can’t ‘feel’ for the right one. Intuition can play a 
role, and a certain female member may be available for hire if you should want a good ‘picker’. 
The treasure chest is on display at every meeting. See below and also page 2 for how you can win 
its contents!  

Y.T.C. Polar Bear Hunt Info./Rules 
Richard MacRobbie is once again organizing this 
traditional event. It will be held at Hammonassett 
State Park (Madison). The date will be Sunday, 
February 5, with a ‘weather date’ the 
following Sunday, Feb. 12. The hunt starts at 1 
P.M. A decent low tide is around 11 A.M., for 
those who want some ‘natural’ detecting. 
‘Mac’ is still hoping for donations from club 
members for prizes. Contact him at 860-742-
0706. The club will also be forwarding some 
cash for coin purchases. The hunt will feature 
planted coins, as well as tokens redeemable for 
prizes.  
Ordinary scoops will be allowed, along with 
small shovels and digging tools. Electronic 
pinpointers are fine, but a sifter of some sort will 
speed up your recovery.  Most targets should be 
no deeper than ~3 inches.  
Details are presented on page 2. Cost of the 
hunt is $8 per person, pending Board approval. 
Give yourself a chance at getting ‘the Indian’.  

2006 Y.T.C. Challenge! 
The new list is out - see page 7. Copies will be 
available from Dave Gregorski at monthly 
meetings.  

You can win silver coins as prizes, by completing 
any level. Even a ‘bad’ detecting day (if there is 
such a thing) can be ‘saved’ by finding 
something on the list. Items are ‘balanced’, 
regarding the type of sites where they’re likely to 
turn up.  

Items will be verified by Dave at any meeting. 
He will retain a copy of your progress throughout 
the year. Participating can add an element of fun, 
to an already great hobby. And any level of 
detectorist is welcome to join in. Give it a chance 
- who knows what you may find? 
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Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 
Button Grommet/eyelet Gear Thimble 

Non-U.S. Coin Game or Trade Token Indian Head Cent Pre -1892 silver U.S. coin 

Key Eyeglasses  
(or part of) 

Religious Medal Shield  nickel Or half cent Or  
U.S. 2- or  3-cent piece 

Washer Bullet Lead Toy gun (or part of) Gold Or Pt Jewelry with 
stones of 2 or more colors 

‘Eagle’ quarter (pre-1999) Silver Coin Gold Jewelry Small U.S. cent,  pre-1880 

Nut or bolt Pen/pencil 
(or part of) 

‘V’ nickel Or 
Silver ‘wartime’ nickel 

 Padlock 

Fishing item 
(not a weight) 

Watch 
(or part of) 

Item depicting a living 
creature (not a U.S. coin, 

eagle, or bottle cap) 

Coins from 4 Different 
Countries  

(not U.S. or Canada) 

Wheat cent Silver Jewelry Dog license tag Foreign coin, pre-1935 
(not a Colonial halfpenny) 

Toy  vehicle Buckle Barber Coin Crucifix/cross, any metal 

‘Junk’ jewelry Buffalo nickel U.S. $1 coin Lead figurine (or part of) 

Eating Utensil Fishing weight 
(one ounce or less) 

Colonial halfpenny Or 
U.S. Large Cent 

Item with a Heart  
shape/design 

Shotgun/bullet casing 
Or  

20 coins in one day 

Zipper pull 
Or 

40  coins in one day 

‘Tootsie Toy’ 
Or 

75 Coins in 1 Day 

Military button, medal, or pin 
Or 

100 Coins in 1 Day 

Wild Card  
‘Westward Journey’ nickel 

(2004-2006) 

Wild Card  
3 or more coins in one hole 

Wild Card  
U.S. Half dollar 

Wild Card  
Item with patent # / date 

Y.T.C. Challenge List - 2006 

A Wild Card item may be substituted for any other item in the same level. All items must be metal. 
A find may be used to satisfy only one item on the list. 

        PRIZES for completing: 
          Level 1     Silver Dime 
          Level 2     Silver Quarter  
Name _________________________________     Level 3    2 Silver Quarters 
          Level 4     Silver Half Dollar 
Challenge 2006  hunting dates  include:             All Levels    Silver Dollar 
 January 1, 2006 - December 31, 2006 
Each member wishing to participate receives a copy of the Challenge List and the “Challenge Manager” keeps a 
duplicate copy. At each club meeting, finds will be verified by the “Challenge Manager” (using club resources if 
needed) who will check off items on the master list. Items need not be brought in during the month of the ‘find’, but 
may not be carried over from one year to the next. Planted items from organized hunts DO NOT QUALIFY. Upon 
completion of each level, the prize for that level will be awarded at a club meeting. The “Challenge Manager”  (Dave 
Gregorski) is the final judge as to whether a find qualifies, and regarding other pertinent conflicts. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS/HUNTS 

2006 Garrett Club Program: Please register all Garrett metal detectors purchased or 
received as gifts during 2006, with Garrett. If you make them aware that you are a 
member of YTC, Garrett will credit the club with 10% of the purchase price.  Obtain 
an application form from any YTC officer. This credit may be used to procure a Freedom 
Ace Give-A-Way detector. This is an easy and effective way to support your club! 

Sunday, February 5 - Y.T.C. Polar bear Hunt! See pages 2 and 6. 

February 19 (Sunday) - Coin Show @ the Polish National Home, 60 Charter Oak Ave., 
Hartford. Free admission and parking - call 860-247-1784 for details.                          

Year 2006 Meeting Dates for Y.T.C. 
  
 February 14     July 11 
 
 March 14      August 8 
 
 April 11      September 12 
 
 May 9      October 10 
 
 June 13      November 14 
 
    December 12 (Christmas party) 

Lost and Found  
Mark Sutcliffe found this ad in a recent Journal 
Inquirer: 
LOST: Man's gold wedding ring. 12/18- Tolland 
area. Tolland Car Wash Rt. 30. Call 871-1629. 
 
Keep this in mind for when the ground thaws, 
and you are detecting in the area. You never 
know! (Maybe he lost it in the rinsing machine?) 

Tidbit 
   On March 19, 1831, the first U.S. bank 

robbery occurred. The bank was the City 

Bank of New York, and the haul was a 

whopping $245,000. 

[From the March, 1986 Probe.] 
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Next club ‘fun hunt’ - see page 10. 

FIRST CLASS 

MEMBER FEDERATION OF METAL DETECTOR & ARCHEOLOGICAL CLUBS, INC. 
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Minutes of Yankee Territory Coinshooters meeting January 10, 2006: 
The meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m. with 34 members and 2 visitors present. 
The Secretary’s Report was verbal: about 55 people attended the Christmas party. 
The Treasurer’s report was read and accepted with a balance of $2,826.63 plus silver inventory of $204 at purchase cost. We have enough 
silver coins to last about 1½ years at our current rate of use, but are interested in purchasing more from members. 
Announcements and Correspondence: 

We ended 2005 with 101 members, the most since 1997. 
The next FMDAC convention and hunt is May 5-7 in Niagara Falls, New York. 
Tony D’Angelo has apparently been reelected President of the Northeast Chapter FMDAC. 
We have flyers for Treasure Week in Shreve, Ohio July 8-15. 
Mark Sutcliffe has raffle tickets available to benefit the survivors of the New Hampshire flood. 
The current membership list was included in the Probe that went to all YTC members. It was not sent to other clubs or non-members. 
Please send corrections to the Secretary. 

New Business: 
On the subject of the Vernon Parks Department’s policy prohibiting the use of detectors in parks and beaches: Bruce received a reply from 
Bruce Dinnie, Director of the Vernon Parks and Recreation Department who wrote “The liability of holes on beaches and turf present to 
the user of the parks in my opinion certainly out ways[sic] the benefits of allowing metal detectors.” He cited damage to turf and said, 
“Eventually the loose soil sinks and this creates a problem.” [If you’re digging with a backhoe.] The policy stands: they do not allow 
metal detector use in Vernon parks; however, it is not a town ordinance, just a Parks Department policy. 
Tony Cwikla talked about this year’s Wheat Penny Challenge. He can get Whitman folders cheap for whoever would like them. 
He also started a signup for club-embroidered hats and silkscreened T-shirts. The shirts will cost the club $5.50 each for one logo, or 
$7.60 each for a logo on both the front and back [which are we getting?]. Hats will cost the club $6.29 each, including set up charge. 
Minimum order is 24 of each item. We will sell a hat and shirt for $18 through early March, $10 each after that. [See page 5.] 
Dave Gregorski hyped the club fundraising raffle to be drawn at the February meeting. 

New Business: 
Richard MacRobbie brought up the Jack P. Hube Memorial Polar Bear Hunt to be held at Hammonassett Beach in Madison. A motion 
was made and passed to give Mac a check for $350 for the hunt. $200 is an advance to be reimbursed from hunt fees, $145 is a donation 
toward prizes and coins, and $5 goes into the Treasure Chest prize. The hunt fee will be $8 each. 
Contact Vince if you are interested in selling worn, but not damaged silver dimes, quarters, and dollars to the club for our silver inventory. 
A motion was made and passed to donate $150 to the library for use of the meeting space. 
A motion was made to donate $50 to the Channel 3 Kids Camp (where we had a club outing). The motion was amended to increase the 
donation to $75, and passed. 
A reminder that March is club elections and the selection of volunteers for club duties. 
Dave Gregorski has extra copies of the new Challenge List. 
Ken Gudernatch brought a cake in honor of YTC’s 30th anniversary. 
The best finds of 2005 will be the topic of next month’s meeting. 
Joe Waldron won the Attendance Drawing for 3 silver quarters. 

The results of the Early Dues Renewal Drawing are: Sandra Sims-first place won a half dollar; Jane Browne, Everett Berube, Vince 
DiBattista, Tony Cwikla, and Craig Sims won silver dimes. 
Ken Briody won the 50/50 Raffle. 
John Hart won the 1881 Silver Dollar Raffle. 
Challenge Master Dave Gregorski awarded Mark Sutcliffe a silver quarter for completing Level 2 of the 2005 Challenge. 
Bruce Morris presented certificates of appreciation to Bill Viot, Craig Sims, John Hart, and Steve Beauregard for their work 
rebuilding a washed out footbridge at the Channel 3 Kids camp. Their work helped secure permission for the club to hunt the camp. 
Tony Cwikla gave a presentation on the new White’s M6 detector. It is basically a coin machine based on the MXT meter and operating 
structure, without a mode switch. It has switches and knobs instead of touch pads and sells for $699.95 MSRP. 
Tony reported that the web site should be up and running in March. He needs a color YTC logo. 
Mark Sutcliffe is looking for members interested in putting on a display at the BONE 13 show. 
Ray Dapkus reported that there was no snow at all in the southeastern part of Connecticut. 

The meeting adjourned at 9:05 p.m. Respectfully submitted, Mark S. Sutcliffe, Secretary. 

We just learned of the passing of George Krampitz. He was a Y.T.C. member from 1985-1993. 
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                            YTC Officers 
 
President, Chuck Anderson        944-9558   
                   {nlsanderson@sbcglobalnet.net}  
         
Vice President, Bruce Morris         212-2276 
                {brm1956@netzero.net}
                              
Secretary, Mark Sutcliffe                  860-647-7541  
                                      {Msutcl 1776@aol.com} 
 
Treasurer, Vince DiBattista              860-666-0270 
     {VDibattist@aol.com } 
 
Newsletter, Dave Gregorski               860-742-5836 
                                      {DGRookie@aol.com} 

Yankee Territory Coinshooters 
Code of Ethics 

Respect the rights and property of others. 
Never destroy historical or archeological artifacts. 
Observe all laws, whether national, state, or local. 
Aid law enforcement officials whenever possible. 

Leave the land and vegetation as it was. 
FILL IN ALL HOLES. 

Remove all trash and litter, take it with you when you 
leave. 

Remember that all coinshooters may be judged by the 
example YOU set. Always conduct yourself with 

courtesy and consideration toward others. 

T.C.  Metal Detectors 
Authorized dealer for Fisher, Tesoro, Minelab, 
Garrett, Troy, Bounty Hunter, Detectorpro, 

Whites, Lesche, RTG, and more 

Tony Cwikla, 23 Cornwall Drive,  
Windsor Locks, CT  06096 

860-623-1153 or  860-916-2506 
{29 years experience, oldest, largest dealer in the area} 

Member: Y.T.C., FMDAC 
Special discounts for members! 

FAX: 860-627-0593;  e-mail:  
CAPACTION@aol.com 

 
We also carry a full line of books, digging tools, sand 
scoops, headphones, extra coils, bags, pouches, etc. 

 
- We use what we sell and give expert advice free of charge. - 

Why not come in and see what we’re finding !! 

METAL DETECTORS and ACCESSORIES  

J & E ENTERPRISES of  
S. Yarmouth  

Factory Authorized Dealer for Fisher, Garrett, 
Minelab, Tesoro, & Whites. Coiltek coils, Covers, 
Headphones, Beach & Water Scoops, Books, Etc., 

Eleanor Hube, 54 Old Main St. at Forest Rd. 
South Yarmouth, MA 02664 

1-508-760-2100 
e-mail,  jetrhub2@verizon.net 

(Founding member of Yankee Territory Coinshooters) 

SALES, SERVICE & RENTALS 
Accepts Discover, Mastercard and Visa 

Will ship UPS 

(Special consideration for Y.T.C. members.) 

Warning! 
   Never use your vehicle’s CRUISE CONTROL 
WHEN THE PAVEMENT IS WET OR ICY! If 
your tires ‘hydroplane’ and lose contact with 
the pavement, your wheels will accelerate to a 
higher rate of speed and you may ‘take off’ 
when you reach drier pavement.  [Thanks to 
Eleanor Hube for this possible life-saving tip.] 
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Y.T.C. Challenge - 2005 Results 
Eighteen members accepted the ‘challenge’ - 
actually it’s a fun thing, and something to take a 
little pride in. Again, no one completed level 4 - 
one has to be good, lucky, and have a lot of time 
to detect to get that silver half award. (Note that a 
silver dollar is awarded to anyone completing all 
4 levels.) 

Silver coins were awarded as follows, for 
completion of each level: 

Level 1 (silver dime): Chuck Anderson, Ken 
Briody, Rick Browne, Bob Cwikla, Vince 
DiBattista, Dave Gregorski, Ken Gudernatch, 
Steve Gudernatch, Eleanor Hube, Frank 
LeMasters, Richard MacRobbie, Lynn McQueen, 
John McQueen, Phil Skewes, Mark Sutcliffe, Joe 
Waldron. 

Level 2 (silver quarter): Chuck Anderson, Rick 
Browne, Bob Cwikla, Vince DiBattista, Dave 
Gregorski, Ken Gudernatch, Frank LeMasters, 
Richard MacRobbie, John McQueen, Phil 
Skewes, Mark Sutcliffe, Joe Waldron. 

Level 3 (2 silver quarters): Vince DiBattista, 
Dave Gregorski, Ken Gudernatch, Joe Waldron. 

Thanks to those who tried, and congratulations to 
those who won some silver. I hope you enjoyed 
the contest, and that you and others will try the 
2006 Challenge.   

For 2006 ‘Challenge’ Participants 

   The rules state – “A find may be used to satisfy 
only one item on the list.” That is true; however, 
I do allow items to be ‘switched’. (There are a 
number of items that can qualify for 2 or even 3 
columns/Levels.) I will explain. 

   Let’s say it’s early in the year, and with 
detecting limited, you are lucky to find a Barber 
quarter as your first silver coin of the year. And 
you have completed Level 1 (please refer to 
Challenge list) except for the ‘Eagle’ quarter. 
Well, you can use the Barber quarter to complete 
Level 1 (as it has an eagle on the reverse)! 

   Don’t cringe, this is not a ‘waste! I will award 
the Level 1 prize. Then when you get another 
‘Eagle quarter’, bring it to me along with the 
Barber. Your Level 1 will remain complete, but 
now you can use the Barber for Level 2, “Silver 
coin”, if needed. If/when you get another silver 
coin for Level 2, you can ‘move’ the Barber to 
Level 3. 

   Here’s another example: you find a fishing 
item, which you want to use for Level 1. Fine. 
However, the lure has a patent #/date on it. This, 
therefore, can also be used for Level 4, “Item 
with patent #/date”. Same deal – when you find 
another fishing item, bring it to me along with 
the first one, and you  will remain having credit 
for a Level 1 item, plus now you can use the first 
lure find for Level 4. 

   Hope this isn’t too confusing – if in doubt, ask 
me (Dave Gregorski). And most important – I 
can’t keep track of all your past finds, so you 
MUST bring both items for my viewing, when 
requesting such a switch!   

Correction for 2006 Challenge 
The ‘wild card’ for Level 1, a ‘Westward 
Journey’ nickel, was minted in 2004-2005 (NOT 
2006). The obverse (front) of each coin depicts 
Thomas Jefferson, and there are 4 different 
reverses: Peace Medal, Keelboat, American 
Bison, and Ocean in View.  

The total mintage for all 4 varieties is  
3,186, 240, 000 (that’s 3+ billion coins). So how 
come I haven’t found one yet, in 2006?     Ed. 
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2006 Jack Hube Memorial ‘Polar Bear’ Hunt 
   On the drive to Hammonassett, February 5th seemed quite pleasant, with the temperature reading 45 
degrees, and the sun radiating through the windows. Then we got out of our vehicles. The wind began 
briskly and increased, coming at us over the cold Long Island Sound waters. The wind chill was 
probably in the low 20’s. 
   But that didn’t deter 29 Y.T.C. members from participating in the hunt, joined by some guests-
observers. Richard MacRobbie, the Huntmaster, with help from members, planted over 2200coins 
($232 value) and 72 large colored tokens in the designated marked area at Meigs Point. Mac later 
planted over 125 numbered tokens redeemable for specific prizes. 
   The formal proceedings began with a few moments of silence in memory of our co-founder. Eleanor 
Hube, unfortunately, was unable to attend because of some physical problems. She was missed. 
A bit after 1 P.M., Mac gave instructions, and blew the whistle for the start. At that point each 
detectorist got into his/her ‘own little world’ of focused detecting and retrieval. As usual, targets were 
plentiful until that ‘magic’ 20-25-minute time when they seemed to suddenly disappear, except for a 
few strays. Members then gathered under the pavilion roof for separating their targets from the beach 
rocks, and ‘cashing in’ their tokens. 
   As usual, there were many fine prizes, thanks in part to donations from members. The finale was 
giving someone a shot at the Treasure Chest contests, which was valued at around $100. Rich Janak 
found the token that made him eligible to try for ‘the Indian’, but alas, he picked out a Wheat penny. At 
the next formal club hunt, there will be 6 Wheaties mixed with the Indian, making the odds of winning 
just a little bit better. 
   Thanks to Pam Giannetti for bringing the delicious, hot dish of kielbasa and sauerkraut – it really ‘hit 
the spot’ in that cold wind. Also thanks to Joe Waldron’s wife, for making those chocolaty brownies 
that didn’t survive the afternoon. Most thanks to ‘Mac’, for his hard work and organization in making 
this hunt a success. Our gratitude also goes out to all those who helped at the hunt, and to those making 
donations. It was a wonderful event. 
   P.S. The hunt made a profit of $18, thanks to the great response to the 2 raffles (silver dollar prizes). 
Also, a few members shared a meal afterward at Lenny and Joe’s. 

Y.T.C. Hats and Shirts! 
   If you haven’t signed up for the group order yet, here’s what may be your last opportunity to   
support / ‘advertise’ your club by buying a nice shirt and/or hat. The shirts will have a silk-screened 
Y.T.C. logo, and the hats an embroidered one. Cost will be $9 for each item – a very good deal, as the 
items are high-quality.                               
   Here are your color choices: T-shirts – blue, black, tan. Hats – same 3 choices. The logo will be a 
contrasting light or dark color. PLEASE also indicate your size – Medium, Large, XLarge, XXLarge. 
   For this price, you might consider getting more than one. The club will purchase a few extras, but to 
guarantee your choice of size/color you must order now. Any future group order will require a sizeable 
number (20 or so), so you might be shut out. Also, the price will increase a bit. 
  To order, indicate color choice and size of each item (hats are one-size-fits-all). Plus, of course, your 
name. Mail your order to the club P.O. Box indicated on the front page of your Probe, or contact Tony 
Cwikla (see box on page 3). Order MUST BE RECEIVED by March 1! Future payment arrangements 
will be made, but an order is considered a commitment. Thanks to Tony for his work and perseverance 
in his service to the club.  
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Bold, italics indicates the 
winners - submitted by Bob 

Cwikla, January, 2006 

COIN    
 Gold/Silver   

Pre 1900       Bill Viot 1893 Barber quarter 
       Mark Sutcliffe 1759-88 one reale 
    

Post 1899       Dave Gregorski 1900 Barber quarter + 3 "V" nickels 
       Bob Cwikla 1927 Standing Liberty quarter 
    
 Other   

Pre 1900 President's Award      Bob Tulay 1788 double struck Ct. copper 
       John McQueen 1740 King George II half penny 
       Sal Vetro 1864 2-cent piece (small motto) 
       Richard Walanski 1865 2-cent piece 
    

Post 1899       Daniel Duhaine 1918-D wheat cent 
       Ken Gudernatch 1945 wheat cent 
    
 Token      John Hart Madame Hendren doll token 
       Vince DiBattista R.I. Bridge Authority token 
    

JEWELRY    
 Gold      Rick Browne 10K black onyx ring 
       Bill Viot 14K ring 
       Bob Tulay 10K heart ring 
       Jeff Pelletier 14K ring 
    
 Silver      Richard Walanski ring with amethyst stone 
       Dennis Thorpe .925 ring with 4 diamonds + 1 green stone 
       Bob Cwikla sterling heart locket 
 Consolation Prize      Joe Waldron sterling heart ring 
       Vince DiBattista enameled sterling pin 
       Dave Gregorski "lucky horseshoe" ring 

    
 Other       Ken Gudernatch Victorian brooch 
       John Hart Colonial cuff-links 
       Phil Skewes state golf champ ring 
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By Bob Cwikla 

Relic                           Toy      Ken Gudernatch trolley car 
      John McQueen head of toy horse 
   

Military      John Hart Civil War buckle 
      Sal Vetro Civil War button 
   

Other      Roy Wilbur slider-type eyeglasses (old!) 
      Mark Sutcliffe 1908 Taft-Sherman campaign watch fob 
      Ken Briody early 1800's silver plated spoon 
      Jeff Pelletier skeleton clock key 
      Phil Skewes skeleton key 
      Bob Cwikla Colonial buckle 
      Bill Viot buckle 
      Dave Gregorski 1900 tag - Butchers Supply House 

Bill Viot: 1893 Barber quarter  While hunting with others, Bill popped out this Barber from  4 inches deep on 
state land. 

Dave Gregorski: 1900 Barber quarter + 3 ‘V’ nickels  At a New Britain park Dave got a signal he would 
normally ignore. From previous experience at this site he decided to dig and secured a 4 coin stash from the 
turn of the century. 

Bob Tulay: 1788 double-struck CT. copper  This unusual double-struck and rare coin was found laying on 
edge at a considerable depth outside a cellar hole. This find also won the President’s Award. 

Daniel Duhaine: 1918-D Wheat cent  After new member Daniel received a new detector at Christmas, he 
proceeded to dig up this old Wheatie in a private yard in Florida the next day. 

John Hart: Madame Hedron doll token  Baring a swastika symbol on the reverse side, John believes this 
token came with a doll. The symbol was known as a sign of good luck before the rise of the Nazi Party, dating 
back to prehistoric times. 
 
 Rick Browne: 10K black onyx ring  This ring, other rings, 5 silver quarters, and 4 silver dimes were all found 
at a salt water beach in about a 10X10 foot area. 
 
 Richard Walanski: amethyst ring  Along with a bunch of other finds, this ring was popped up at Farmington 
Flats with a Minelab detector. 
 
 Ken Gudernatch: Victorian brooch  Excavating at a 1850’s fair grounds allowed this large old pin to be 
discovered lying on top of the ground! 
 
 Ken Gudernatch: trolley car  Found at a salt water beach along with a gold ring. Ken believes it’s a  Cracker 
Jack toy. 
 
 John Hart: Civil War buckle  There was discussion concerning what this buckle was used for. But John 
believes it was used as a waist belt buckle, because of  the size and type of attachment it has. 
 
 Roy Wilbur: slider-type eyeglasses  Detecting the same cellar hole as Bob Tulay, Roy dug up these specks 
intertwined with roots. 
 
 Consolation Prize: Joe Waldron  Uncovered a sterling heart ring at a public salt water beach in Rhode 
Island 4 inches deep using a Whites detector.   
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HOW DO I GET STARTED? 

Tips On Researching That Treasure 

By B. G. Revis 

Countless stories of treasures lost, buried, or hidden, have been published down through 
the years, along with sunken treasure galleons and buried pirates' loot. They make exciting 
reading, and that's what they are for -- to curl up with in front of a roaring fire on those 
cold winter nights and let your imagination carry you away on an exotic treasure hunt. But 
no writer who is reasonably sane is about to draw you a verbal map, leading you right to a 
treasure. If he knew where it was he would already have it, or his editor, publisher, or 
printer would have it. These stories, informing you of the treasure and its general 
whereabouts should only be used as a starting point to lead you to research the original 
clues by a process of elimination. 
If you are reading books on treasure, check the bibliography and references at the back of 
the book, where you will find the names of books and publications the writer used as his 
sources. If you can round these up then you may advance closer to the original source and 
pick out clues the author may have missed, or this information may lead you to even better 
sources. Researching a treasure is a treasure hunt in itself. 

Some worthwhile books may not always be listed under "treasure trove" at your local 
library. If your book of choice isn't on the shelf at the library, have the library obtain it by 
interlibrary loan -- or check your county library or library of any nearby college or 
university. A good place to start for treasures buried on land is the Explorers Ltd. Guide to 
Lost Treasures in the United States and Canada, that lists and provides valuable 
information on about 300 major treasures that were investigated by the authors and found 
to be credible treasures that actually exist. 

Older books are your best shot for treasure and hunting for it as footnotes were common 
then, and these can lead you to old documents, letters, maps, diaries, etc. -- which could 
possibly lead to the treasure. Check your library for the old, privately published books 
dealing with local and family histories that may be stashed away in a storeroom or 
basement, requiring the librarian to go on a treasure hunt. These old publications are 
loaded with detailed information and accounts of events usually not reported elsewhere. 

Historical societies publish detailed and accurate histories, often with photos, that are a 
wealth of information to the researcher. I have used information from these sources for 
many articles. Older books can contain information that can help you locate old mines in 
your area or verify that valuable minerals exist. They can reveal the location of the mines 
and the routes traveled by the gold-seekers, making it possible for you to recover relics at 
old campsites along the trail. You may have to have your librarian round this one up for 
you, The Prairie Traveler, a handbook for Overland Expeditions With Maps, Illustrations 
and Itineraries of the Principal Routes Between the Mississippi and the Pacific, by E.B. 
Marcy.          {Continued on page 9} 
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 Magazine articles offer another avenue for your research. Available at most libraries is the 

Reader's Guide to Periodical Literature which lists about 135 publications from 1900, to date, 
by author and subject matter. You will want to look under the heading "Treasure Trove." For 
information prior to 1900, you will need to check out the Nineteenth Century Guide to 
Periodical Literature which lists articles published from 1800-1899. Then there is Poole's Index 
to Periodical Literature covering articles from 1802-1906. 

Once you locate the article or articles of your choice and find your library is minus that copy, 
then you must consult the Union List of Serials, a catalog that basically lists where and which 
library that publication may be, whether in the U.S. or Canada. If your magazine isn't at a 
nearby library then you must write to the library that has it and request a Xerox copy of the 
article of your choice, and pay the accompanying copy fee and postage. 

There is a service you might write to (if they are still around) that publishes information about 
where recent discoveries have been made, and notes them on state maps. If you feel that no 
treasure site is ever exhausted then these maps could lead to sites worth checking out. Write to: 
Treasure Index of Current Finds, P.O. Box 101 Bronx, NY 10468. 

For better sources than old books or magazines check out old newspapers. Since newspaper 
articles were written for the general public and not as treasure leads you might consider them as 
the beginning of the trail to the original source. Your library should have old newspapers on 
microfilm or microfiche or your library can tell you where they can be obtained. They may have 
to be borrowed from state historical societies, university libraries, or state archives. Most major 
newspapers are stored on microfilm and your librarian can borrow them from the Library of 
Congress or the main branch of the New York Public Library. If you need help locating old 
newspapers contact the International Newspaper Collector's Club, Box 7271, Phoenix, AZ 
85011. 

Treasure hunters specializing in recovering outlaw loot rely mostly on old newspaper accounts 
to lead them to the site of stashed loot. Some articles to particularly pay attention to are those 
depicting treasures recovered before metal detectors existed -- because odds are they didn't get 
it all. Newspapers are a great source of accounts of mines closing down. These could be a real 
bonanza as those unprofitable mines of that time could be worth a fortune today. All accounts 
of old gold and silver strikes are well worth checking out. 

If you are into sunken ships, several publications are worth checking out. For shipwrecks after 
1800, try A Guide to Sunken Ships in American Waters by H.R. Kaplan and Adrian Lonsdale 
and the Encyclopedia of American Shipwrecks by Donald G. Shomette. Moving on we come to 
Shipwrecks in the Western Hemisphere 1492-1825 by Robert Marx, that lists information on 
8,000 wrecks, where they went down, cargo they carried, and date of sinking. Civil War era 
shipwrecks will be found in The Official Records of the Union and Confederate Navies in the 
War of the Rebellion, published in 1894, by the Government Printing Office. 

For sources at the local level check out state libraries, state universities (university at Berkeley, 
California has six libraries), state archives, archives of secretary of state, state, county, and local 
historical societies, documents in county clerk's office, county registrar, county assessor's 
office, building bureau, sheriff's office, surveyor's office, archives of the state treasurer, 
archives of state land office, and state geology department. Old city records can be seen in the    
         { continued on page 10} 
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UPCOMING EVENTS/HUNTS 

2006 Garrett Club Program: Please register all Garrett metal detectors purchased or received 
as gifts during 2006, with Garrett. If you make them aware that you are a member of YTC, 
Garrett will credit the club with 10% of the purchase price.  Obtain an application form from 
any YTC officer. This credit may be used to procure a Freedom Ace Give-A-Way detector. This 
is an easy and effective way to support your club! 
February 22 (Sunday) - Coin Show @ the Polish National Home, 60 Charter Oak Ave., 
Hartford. Free admission and parking - call 860-247-1784 for details. Doors open at 9 A.M. 

March 25 or 26 - Y.T.C. ‘fun hunt’! - Clinton Town Beach - PLEASE do not detect the area 
before then, as a courtesy to the club; details in the March Probe. 
April 28-30 - BONE 13? (possibly the last); details forthcoming in the March Probe. Save the 
dates, as this is good way to celebrate the beginning of another year of detecting. There are 
group meals, hunts, seminars, etc. 

archives of street or planning commissions, mayor's office, engineer, police departments, and 
don't forget those plat maps available at the assessor's office or the records of "doing business 
as" to find out what used to be where, and when. Old records can often be viewed at private 
libraries and museums via permission of course. 

Original documentation for most everything can be found in the National Archives; Historical 
Sections of the Department of Defense; The Justice, Interior, or Agriculture Departments, and 
the Manuscript Section of the Library of Congress. 

For Civil War buffs, check out War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official Records of 
the Union and Confederate Armies; Official Atlas of the Civil War; Authentic Civil War Battle 
Sites -- Land and Naval Engagements by E.S. LeGaye; A Compendium of the Confederacy by 
John Wright; The Bibliography of State Participation in the Civil War by the U.S. War 
Department; In Tall Cotton by Richard Harwell; The Union Bookshelf by Mullins & Reed; A 
Military Bibliography of the Civil War by Charles Dornbush and, Civil War Books -- A critical 
Bibliography by Nevins & Wiley.        
 In this article I have laid out enough research leads for you to chew on for several winters. 

[From page 24 of the November 1997 issue of Lost Treasure magazine. Thanks to John Hubley 
for sending this to me.   Ed.] 

You May Be ‘Over the Hill’ (or Close), If You Remember… 
 - a trip to the grocery store might have netted products like HO Oats, Rinso Blue Detergent, and 
Tenderleaf Tea. 
- every boy had a cap gun, and a red roll of caps would allow a kid to squeeze off 50 loud shots. (And 
remember the smell of the spent gun powder!) 
- the October air always smelled faintly of smoke, as people would rake fallen leaves into piles and 
burn them. 
- what a skeleton key is. 
- your mom took you by bus on a special shopping trip to downtown Hartford, to stores like Sage 
Allen, G. Fox, and Brown Thompson. 

[From a column by Richard Tambling in the Journal Inquirer, Oct. 11, 2004.] 
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Minutes of Yankee Territory Coinshooters meeting February 14, 2006: 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Vice President Tony Cwikla with 25 members and one visitor present. 
The Secretary’s Report was accepted as published. 
The Treasurer’s Report was accepted as read with a balance of $3,075.30 plus silver inventory of $179.61 (purchase cost). 
Announcements: 
The club extended its consolation to Dave Gregorski upon the death of his mother. 
Received a flyer for the Gateway Treasure Hunters hunt in Massachusetts. 
FMDAC Niagara Falls raffle tickets are available from Mark Sutcliffe. 
Mark also had raffle tickets to benefit the victims of the Alstead, NH flood in October. 
Old Business: 
Tony Cwikla reported that the new YTC web site is up and running. Send him suggestions for content or pictures of 
your finds that you would like posted. 
Tony also has Whitman folders available for the Wheat Penny Challenge. 
Tony is taking advance orders for club hats and shirts until March 1st. 
Mark Sutcliffe took a call from State Archaeologist Nick Bellantoni who said that both he and Dave Poirier, the State 
Historical Commission archaeologist, support our quest for permission to detect the swimming areas at Gay City and 
Mashamoquet Brook State Parks. The problem is DEP, which claims that allowing detecting in a certain part of those parks 
will create an enforcement problem, since they have hardly any staff to police the parks. So, due to the lack of staffing in 
the parks, it appears unlikely that we will gain permission to detect those swimming areas. 
The club is willing to buy silver dimes and quarters from club members at 5½ times face value to increase the club’s silver 
coin inventory. 
Mark reminded members of the upcoming B.O.N.E. 13 Treasure Show in Keene, NH. 
Huntmaster Richard MacRobbie reported that 29 members attended the Jack P. Hube Memorial Polar Bear Hunt. 
Tony reminded the group that elections are next month. 
New Business: 
Mark reported that the library plans to begin renovating the meeting room in late April or early May. They plan to 
relocate us to a different building for the duration of the renovations. He informed the library secretary of our needs for 
space, chairs, and tables. 
A motion was made and passed to renew the club’s liability insurance policy for $367.00. 
A motion was made and passed to continue Jerry Burr’s honorary membership for another year. He is looking for 
suggestions for a site for this year’s Cash Bash in October. 
Mark Reported that he has a grassy lot available to use as a venue for a spring club hunt, perhaps in May, but only if 
someone volunteers to be the huntmaster. 
A motion was made and approved to buy a quarter-page advertisement in the Niagara Falls FMDAC hunt program. About 
25 members have joined the Federation this year. 
Rick Browne reported that Carol Janak has a deal on White’s PI Plus water detectors. 
He reported that Craigville beach on Cape Cod was heavily eroded from the recent storms, but that nothing had turned up 
lately at Hammonassett or New Haven. 
Ken Gudernatch showed off the coins and things he found while detecting a beach while vacationing in India. 
The evening’s program was “Best Finds of 2005.” Rick Browne reported that his water finds have decreased by 50% in the 
past two years. He attributes that to fewer people at the beach and in the water, and more detectorists. Mark Sutcliffe, John 
Hart, and Vince DiBattista also displayed their finds. 
Bruce Morris was absent for the drawing, so lost out on his chance to take home the silver quarter from the Attendance 
Drawing: Ken MacMinagil won a silver dime. 
John Hardin won the 1879 Morgan Dollar raffle. 
Rick Browne won the 50/50 Raffle. Rick also won a Garrett hat and Richard MacRobbie won a Garrett shirt that Tony 
Cwikla donated. 
The meeting adjourned at 8:47 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted, Mark Sutcliffe, Secretary. 
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                            YTC Officers 
 
President, Bruce Morris           212-2276   
                             {brm1956@netzero.net}  
         
Vice President, Tony Cwikla         860-623-1153 
                {CAPACTION@aol.com}
                              
Secretary, Mark Sutcliffe                  860-647-7541  
                                      {Msutcl 1776@aol.com} 
 
Treasurer, Vince DiBattista              860-666-0270 
     {VDibattist@aol.com } 
 
Newsletter, Dave Gregorski               860-742-5836 
                                      {DGRookie@aol.com} 

Yankee Territory Coinshooters 
Code of Ethics 

Respect the rights and property of others. 
Never destroy historical or archeological artifacts. 
Observe all laws, whether national, state, or local. 
Aid law enforcement officials whenever possible. 

Leave the land and vegetation as it was. 
FILL IN ALL HOLES. 

Remove all trash and litter, take it with you when you 
leave. 

Remember that all coinshooters may be judged by the 
example YOU set. Always conduct yourself with 

courtesy and consideration toward others. 

T.C.  Metal Detectors 
Authorized dealer for Fisher, Tesoro, Minelab, 
Garrett, Troy, Bounty Hunter, Detectorpro, 

Whites, Lesche, RTG, and more 

Tony Cwikla, 23 Cornwall Drive,  
Windsor Locks, CT  06096 

860-623-1153 or  860-916-2506 
{29 years experience, oldest, largest dealer in the area} 

Member: Y.T.C., FMDAC 
Special discounts for members! 

FAX: 860-627-0593;  e-mail:  
CAPACTION@aol.com 

 
We also carry a full line of books, digging tools, sand 
scoops, headphones, extra coils, bags, pouches, etc. 

 
- We use what we sell and give expert advice free of charge. - 

Why not come in and see what we’re finding !! 

METAL DETECTORS and ACCESSORIES  

J & E ENTERPRISES of  
S. Yarmouth  

Factory Authorized Dealer for Fisher, Garrett, 
Minelab, Tesoro, & Whites. Coiltek coils, Covers, 
Headphones, Beach & Water Scoops, Books, Etc., 

Eleanor Hube, 54 Old Main St. at Forest Rd. 
South Yarmouth, MA 02664 

1-508-760-2100 
e-mail,  jetrhub2@verizon.net 

(Founding member of Yankee Territory Coinshooters) 

SALES, SERVICE & RENTALS 
Accepts Discover, Mastercard and Visa 

Will ship UPS 

(Special consideration for Y.T.C. members.) 

Our Condolences… 
...to Lynn McQueen, on the loss of her 
father. Our thoughts and prayers go out 

to her and her family. 
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My Heartfelt Thanks… 
 
 …to all my friends in Y.T.C. The loss of my 
mom was not unexpected, but one can never 
fully prepare for it. We had an extra month of 
her presence, which was a true gift to all 
those whose lives she touched. 
I had not lost someone close for a long time, 
and wasn’t sure how I would get through her 
final days and death. But I found that the 
friendship, caring, and love from others was 
very real, and most meaningful. I have felt a 
strange combination of sadness, sweetness, 
and gratitude filling my heart, rather than the 
emptiness I thought would be there. I am 
blessed in many ways.  Thank you.      
 Dave Gregorski 

Year’s First ‘Fun Hunt’! 
It will take place on Sunday, March  26 at the 
Clinton Town Beach, where we have had luck 
in previous years. People have been losing 
things here for a very long time - old coppers 
have come up in the past. It’s called a ‘fun 
hunt’ because you’re hunting in the spirit of fun 
and friendship, with comrades from your club. 
No coins/tokens are planted - all finds are 
‘natural’. You should hear some interesting 
stories, judging from past years’ experiences. 
All members are invited and welcome. 

The formal hunt will begin at 1PM, and end 
at 3PM. The tide will be lower than normal, so 
there will be enough wet sand/mud to detect. 
Waterhunters should be aware that the mud 
will be formidable. Keep everything you find, 
as prizes will be awarded for: oldest coin, most 
coins, ‘best’ piece of jewelry, ‘best’ relic, and a 
few mystery categories. I will be doing the 
judging.  
Wear warm clothing and boots - try ‘layering’, 
as the weather at the end of March can be 
variable (and the water will still be quite cold). 
Feel free to bring a lunch - Y.T.C. will 
provide donuts. BYO coffee or other 
beverages (no alcohol please).  As a courtesy, 
please do not hunt at this location before the 
official start on Sunday.  
Contact me (Dave Gregorski) or  if you have 
any questions, or if the weather is ‘iffy’ (also 
Vince DiBattista (see page 3).  There is no ‘rain 
date’. Since this is a smaller-sized town beach, 
and since we’ve had such hunts here in 
previous years, this will be the last year (at 
least for awhile) we have this event - we have 
depleted the good older targets. 

Directions - off I-95, take exit 63 and proceed 
south on route 81. Take a left onto route 1 east. 
Cross over the Indian River, then shortly take a 
right onto Waterside Lane. Continue to the end 
(over the wooden bridge) and meet in the 
parking lot. 

Payment for Y.T.C. Hats and Shirts! 
 

Tony needs your money by March 31, so he can 
place the order - arrival time is already into May, 
so please be prompt so we all can get our stuff.  
Pay at the March meeting or mail him a check 
ASAP - Tony Cwikla, 23 Cornwall, Drive, 
Windsor Locks, CT  06096. Call if you need the 
amount - phone number on page 3.  

“Rule of 13 Stars” 
The U.S. Mint began issuing regular coinage in 
1793. Since there were 15 states at that time, 
coins had either 15 chain links or 15 stars. As 
more states entered the union, a problem 
presented itself – how often would designs have 
to change, and how could a large number of stars 
be accommodated, especially on a small coin? 
To resolve this problem, in the early 1800’s the 
Mint ‘rolled back’ to 13 stars, the number of 
original colonies. There were, however, some 
exceptions to this rule among circulating and 
commemorative coins…too many to list here. 
[Info. from Coin World, Feb. 13, 2006.] 
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Y.T.C. Challenge – “What Does It Take?” 
By Dave Gregorski 

   Actually, this was the best title I could think of, for the following article. Members who have never 
tried the Challenge, or have never gotten deeply into it, may wonder what it takes to complete one or 
more ‘levels’. Out of curiosity, I kept records for the past two years, which may shed a little light on 
this. The first figure is for 2004, the second for 2005. No club member completed Level 4. 
   Level 1:  February 4 / January 4;   28 hours, 10 trips / 5 ¼ hours, 2 trips. 
 
   Level 2:  February 14 / April 17;   45 hours, 16 trips / 88 ¾ hours, 32 trips. 
 
   Level 3:  May 31 / May 8;     197 hours, 58 trips / 121 ½ hours, 46 trips. 

   A good mix of all types of detecting sites was utilized – parks, schools, beaches, woods, and a few 
fields and yards. The vast majority of sites were public, thus most were hunted at least fairly heavily in 
the past. The ‘vagaries’ of detecting become obvious, as you look at the numbers. As an example of 
this from the current year – last year, I got my first ‘zipper pull’ in March. This year, I already had 5 as 
of January 21. 

‘Finding’ is a mixture of skill, luck, and choice of sites…plus that all-important ingredient – TIME! 
Pursuing the Challenge indeed can turn a ‘bad’ day of detecting into at least a small ‘success’. Try it – 
you may like it! Get a blank form from me, at any meeting…or copy the one in the January Probe. 

BONE 13 Information 
   April 28, Fri., 7:pm - The annual “all you can eat” Roast Pork Supper” at Grace United Methodist Church Hall, 34 
Court St., Keene, NH. Door prize & fund raiser.  $8 @ door. 20% discount advance sale tickets to 4/21/06; David 
Gaillardetz, 123 Meadow Rd, Bldg 1, Keene, NH 03431. phone 603-762-3739 or email dgailloo@yahoo.com 
   April 29, Sat. 9am - 4pm. Treasure Hunter's & Collectors Hobby Show at the Keene Recreation Center, 312 
Washington St., Keene. $5 Cover charge until 2:pm. Several treasure, prospecting & coin clubs and hobbyist will have 
exhibits & workshops, seminars too. Also fund raisers & door prizes. Seminars (four) are included with a BONE Show 
cover charge.  First begins at 9:30. 
   April 29, 9:am - 11:am. Enter metal detector Best Finds Contest. Entered item must have been found with the aid of a 
metal detector, between 4/1/05& 4/1/06. Categories = U.S. or Colonial Coin, Precious Medal, U.S. Historical & 
Miscellaneous. $5 entry fee & enter as many items as you want. Joe Audette, National chairman 413/773-7611. 1st place 
each category wins a gold coin. Certificates for 2nd place each category. Judging at noon. Best Finds winners awards at 
Saturday Banquet.  
   April 29, 7:30:pm (6:30 Social Hour) - 12th Best O’ Northeast Banquet at Grace United Methodist Church Hall, 
34 Court St., Keene, NH. Pot Roast Beef, Ham & Baked beans, vegetables & home made desserts. Also speakers, door 
prizes, (at least 1 metal detector), the ‘Best awards' & the Best Finds Contest winners are announced (social hour & 
banquet $20 per person) 20 % discount advance sale tickets to 4/21/06; David Gaillardetz, 123 Meadow Rd, Bldg 1, 
Keene, NH 03431. phone 603-762-3739 or email "dgailloo@yahoo.com  
April 30th, Sunday, 10:am,  13th National BONE metal detector HUNT.  $75 entry fee & 20% discount to 4/1/06. 
Directions; From Marlborough, NH Rte 101 take a right on Rte 124 & take first left onto Cemetery Rd. (& PLeasant St). 
Stay on Cemetery Rd until you see Gazebo on left & you are at hunt site  and the  ghost town hunt site of Marlborough, 
NH.  Hunt prizes are 10 caches & old, gold, & silver coins, metal detectors & accessories and previous metal detector finds 
of PTHHS members.   Refreshments available at hunt.  
April 30th, 1:00pm Open Team Competition Metal Detector Hunt in a Marlborough, NH ghost town. Directions; From 
Rte. 101 in Marlborough, NH  take a right on Rte 124 & take first left onto Cemetery Rd. (& Pleasant St). Stay on Cemetery 
Rd until you see Gazebo on left & you are at  the  Marlborough, NH ghost town hunt site.  $45 team entry or $15 each & be 
assigned to a team. For entry, contact Dave Gaillardetz at (603) 762-3739 email: dgailloo@yahoo.com or 123 Meadow Rd, 
Apt.1, Keene, NH 03431 The team with most points wins $120, 2nd place team wins $90 & 3rd place team wins $75.00. 
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Bold, italics indicates the 
winners - submitted by Bob 

Cwikla, February, 2006 

COIN    
 Gold/Silver   

Pre 1900  no entries  
    

Post 1899  Carl Muller 1902 Barber quarter 
  Joe Waldron 1940 Walking Liberty half dollar 
  Craig Sims 1944 Walking Liberty half dollar 
  Ken Gudernatch 1900 Queen Victoria Rupee (India) 
    
 Other   

Pre 1900  Ray Dapkus 1852 large cent 
  John McQueen 180? large cent 
  Vince DiBattista 1896 Indian Head cent 
 Consolation Prize Mark Sutcliffe 1859 Indian Head cent 
  Bob Cwikla 1895 Indian Head cent 
    

Post 1899  Steve Gudernatch 2001 Sacagawea dollar 
    
 Token no entries  
    

JEWELRY    
 Gold no entries  
    
 Silver Rick Browne .925 ring with 18K gold elephant 
  Steve Beauregard .925 ring with 7 stones 
  Ken Gudernatch ring 
    
  Vince DiBattista 1967 Montreal Expo ring 
    

RELIC Toy Bob Cwikla 1970 Matchbox car 
    
 Military Ray Dapkus Civil War box plate 
  Ken Briody musket ball 
    
 Other Mark Sutcliffe large brass button 
  Don Bogli 1920 pre-fab house name plate 
  Ken Gudernatch Colonial coat button 
  Steve Gudernatch flat-nose pliers 
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By Bob Cwilka 

Carl Muller: 1902 Barber quarter  In a wooded area where targets were far and few between, 
 Carl dug up this quarter and a couple other silver pieces. 
 
 Ray Dapkus: 1852 large cent  Around a cellar hole in the woods is where this very nice large 
 cent was pulled out.  Other nice-conditioned coins were found in this area due to the type  
 of soil. 
 
 Steve Gudernatch: 2001 Sacagawea dollar  Along with about 10 “Challenge” items, this Indian 
 was found at a playscape  with a Whites detector.      
 
 Rick Browne: .925 ring  This ring was scooped up in salt water with the aid of a Minelab detector. 
 The ring has an 18K gold figure of an elephant attached to it.    
  
 Steve Gudernatch: Pin At the same playscape in the wood chips, this brooch was dug up from 4 
 inches. It has many imitation pearls, which makes it a very impressive-looking find.  
 
 Bob Cwikla: 1970 Matchbox car  Searching a late 1800’s yard, this toy was dug up from 4 inch 
 inches deep. Although no Barber or Indian Head coins were found here, the yard did  
 produce well over 100 coins.         
 
 Ray Dapkus: Civil War plate  Detecting a cellar hole rewarded Ray with his first Civil War piece.
  Its believed to be a “U.S.” cartridge box plate, dug up from 3.5 inches deep on a warm
  January day.           
 
 Consolation Prize: Mark Sutcliffe  An 1859 “fat” Indian Head cent was found at 4 inches deep. 
 This was the first year an Indian Head was issued, and the only year featuring a Laurel 
 wreath and no shield on the reverse side.  

Elongated Coins/Tokens 
The first such keepsakes were produced at the World Columbian Exposition in 1893 (also known as the Chicago 
World Fair). This was the first time that U.S. coinage was publicly and intentionally altered to commemorate an 
event.  [Detectorists keep your eyes open – the Columbian token is the most valuable to date, with prime 
specimens worth close to $700]. 
Elongated or ‘stretched’ coins are usually made to honor a notable person or event, a place, object, or even a 
saying (patriotic or religious themes were common). Some serve as advertisements or tell a portion of a story. 
They are easily made, as the machine is quite small (often weighing less than 100 pounds) and can fit almost 
anywhere. Some can create images on both sides. [The article alluded to different denominations used…but 
pennies are commonly put in the press. There are a number of pertinent books available, as well as collector’s 
clubs.] 
Value is determined by quantities issued, the type of coinage used, the condition of the token, when it was 
produced, and the historical connotation. Use caution when cleaning an elongate – a coating was often added for 
protection, and removing it can affect the value. 
[From an article in Coin World, November 14, 2005.]   
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The Top Ten Tips For Digital Camera Owners  
(NAPSI)-Consumers are finding great photos can be a snap with a digital camera-if you know how. 
Here are 10 ideas to help you get more enjoyment out of your digital camera. The tips are courtesy of 
the experts at the Photo Marketing Association International (PMAI).  
1. Think of your camera's digital media as your roll of film. High quality prints from digital cameras let 
you share your memories with friends and family. And, it's just as easy to make prints from your digital 
camera as it is from film cameras. For more information on these digital printing options, visit 
www.prints-are-memories.com.  
2. Always save your digital pictures to a backup CD-ROM. This CD-ROM becomes a permanent 
record of your pictures that you can use to print from at any time just like film negatives.  
3. Be Prepared. Before a family outing or vacation, shoot some pictures with your digital camera to see 
how you and your camera are doing. Even with digital cameras that feature automatic everything, it 
helps to know what your camera is capable of doing. Don't forget to check the battery power indicator 
and carry spare batteries.  
4. Consider Composition. Your subject doesn't have to be in the center of the photo-in fact, it's often 
more interesting if it's not.  
5. Trust Your Camera. Today's digital cameras make photography almost automatic. For example, auto 
focus and auto exposure are popular features that can give users picture-taking ease and great 
satisfaction.  
6. Assign Yourself. Assignments can be as simple as focusing on "color" or "shapes" or "dramatic 
lighting"-or whatever interests you have at the moment.  
7. Study Your Photos. Digital photography provides nearly instant feedback. If you could do it over, 
what would you change?  
8. Get Closer. Almost every subject benefits when you take two or three steps toward it.  
9. Take a Different View. No matter how good the shot looks, look for a different composition or 
different lighting. Then take your best shot. Don't settle for only one view.  
10. Digital photography makes it easier than ever to share your favorite pictures with family and 
friends. With digital photography there are lots of ways to share. E-mail and online photo slide shows 
are convenient ways to quickly share your pictures. For a more permanent solution, you can have your 
pictures printed and placed in a photo album or frame.  

To learn more about your digital camera, visit the Web site www.prints-are-memories.com.  
Digital pictures often turn out better when you take two or three steps toward the subject prior to 
shooting the picture.  
 
[From George Streeter’s Newsletter, July, 2004.]  

Old Probe Articles 
Beginning soon, I will be resurrecting articles from former issues of our Probe. In part, this is 
because there are some favorites of mine, that some of the newer members have not seen and might 
enjoy. Also, the ‘cupboard’ is getting a bit bare, re. new articles.     Ed. 
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THing Tip 
Here’s a ‘safety’ thought…especially when detecting an area where people do not frequent – like a 
woodsy spot  (also includes ‘winter beach’ detecting when the crowds are home staying warm). Let 
someone know where you’re going, and for approximately how long. And perhaps call this person after 
your detecting is over. 

It’s still best to detect with a buddy. But sometimes the peace and solitude of detecting alone can 
refresh your spirit. And it’s hard to predict ‘how long’ you’ll be at a site. What if, on your way back to 
your vehicle, you stumble upon that lifetime ‘glory hole’? And if your contact is a fellow detectorist, 
do you want to tell him/her exactly where your secret spot is? Maybe best to simply carry a cell phone, 
so you can call in a rescue team!     Ed. 

Meet Me at BONE 13 
By Mark Sutcliffe 

 
  The Best of  North East (BONE) Treasure Show in Keene, New Hampshire may be the best-kept 
secret in detecting. I have been attending for several years and always look forward to returning on the last 
weekend in April (April 28-30 this year). I have talked up the show every year at our YTC meetings, but 
few members have attended. I just don’t know why. It’s great entertainment for a small amount of money. 

The drive up Saturday morning is a breeze: less than 2 hours from Hartford, straight up I-91, then 
across the Connecticut River through beautiful New Hampshire countryside just beginning to awaken from 
its winter slumber. For a paltry $5 admission fee (under 16 free) you can check out amazing displays of finds 
from some of the best detectorists in the northeast, learn about the newest detectors, gear, and gold 
prospecting equipment, and meet some really interesting characters. You can also bid on a Chinese auction 
to raise money for the St. Jude Children’s Hospital. 

For a small additional fee you can also attend lectures (with door prizes) by top professional treasure 
and relic hunters, or enter your best find in the judged Find of the Year contest. The show breaks down about 
mid-afternoon, but there’s land detecting available in the area, along with shopping in downtown Keene, a 
nice college town. In the evening, you can partake of an all-you-can-eat roast beef dinner and awards 
ceremony (with door prizes) at the local Methodist church for just $20 (buy tickets ahead of time). If you 
decide to spend the night, several nearby motels offer good accommodations at reasonable rates. 

On Sunday morning there is a nice open hunt at the old Marlborough muster field, where Colonial 
coins just keep turning up as natural finds. I found a Spanish 1734 one real in the middle of the hunt field in 
2002. The individual hunt fee is $65 in advance, $75 on-site. The team competition hunt is $15 per hunter or 
$45 per 3-person team. 

You may also drive up early on Friday to attend a roast pork supper at the church ($5 advance, $8 at 
the door) and hear Mike Scott from Outdoor Outfitters talk about treasure hunting. 

According to George Streeter, who organizes the event, BONE 13 is to be the last one so if you 
don’t go this year you’re out of luck! I have taken the liberty of reserving a display table for YTC 
members to show off our finds. I’d like some members to contribute simple displays of finds and volunteer 
to help baby sit the table so I’m not stuck there the whole time. If you’d like to help, please see me at the 
March or April meeting or contact me by phone or e-mail. For details on the BONE 13 Treasure Hunters 
& Collectors Weekend, check out www.streeter.org.      [Mark covered the highlights - see page 5 for 
more info.] 
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UPCOMING EVENTS/HUNTS 

2006 Garrett Club Program: Please register all Garrett metal detectors purchased or received 
as gifts during 2006, with Garrett. If you make them aware that you are a member of YTC, 
Garrett will credit the club with 10% of the purchase price.  Obtain an application form from 
any YTC officer. This credit may be used to procure a Freedom Ace Give-A-Way detector. This 
is an easy and effective way to support your club! 

March 26 (Sunday) - Y.T.C. ‘fun hunt’! See page 4 for details. 

April 23 (Sunday) - Coin Show @ the Polish National Home, 60 Charter Oak Ave., Hartford. 
Free admission and parking - call 860-247-1784 for details. Doors open at 9 A.M. 

BONE 13 - April 28-30 - see pages 5 and 9 for details! This will be the last BONE - a 
nice time for little money. Carpooling makes it more fun!     

Silver Coin Value Chart 
 

 Silver price per ounce  (retail bullion cost)  $2.50      $5  $7.50          $10 
 
U.S. nickel - .350 Fine (1942 - 1945)    .14  .28  .42               .56 
  “    dime - .900 Fine (pre-1965)    .18  .37  .54               .74 
  “    quarter - .900 Fine (pre-1965)    .45  .90  1.35            1.80 
  “    half - .900 Fine (pre-1965)    .90  1.81  2.70            3.61 
  “    dollar - .900 Fine (1935 and earlier)   1.93  3.87  5.79            7.74 

  “    half - .400 Fine (1965-1970)    .37  .74  1.11            1.48 
  “    dollar - .400 Fine (1971-1974 with ‘S’ mint mark,  .79  1.58  2.37        3.16 
    some 1976-S) 

Canada dime - .800 Fine (pre-1968)    .15  .30  .45 
     “      quarter - .800 Fine (pre-1968)   .38  .75  1.14 
     “      half - .800 Fine (pre-1968)    .75  1.50  2.25 
     “      dollar - .800 Fine (pre-1968)    1.50  3.00  4.50 

     “      dime - .500 Fine (some 1967, 1968)   .09  .19  .28 
     “      quarter - .500 Fine (some 1967, 1968)  .24  .47  .72 

    [Information extracted from the Probe, March, 1978, from Yeoman’s ‘Blue Book’, and 
from the Charlton Standard Catalogue of Canadian Coins. The approximate current 
‘spot’ price for silver is  ~ $9.50, and some dealers are paying around $6 an ounce. If 
your coins are worn, a buyer may weigh them in bulk, as the silver content will be lower 
than when entered into circulation. May be time to dump that ugly silver platter!]   
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Minutes of Yankee Territory Coinshooters meeting March 14, 2006: 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. with 40 members and 3 visitors present. 
The Secretary’s report was accepted as published. 
The Treasurer’s Report was accepted as read with a balance of $2,904.82 plus silver inventory of $190.33 
purchase cost. 
Announcements: 
FMDAC Quests have been distributed to members who cannot access it via the Internet. FMDAC raffle tickets 
are still available for the drawing in May. 
A new club, the Nor’easters Metal Detecting Club, is forming in Stamford, CT. 
Old Business: 
Tony Cwikla was suffering from a back injury and forgot to bring the shirt sign-up list. Rick Browne moved that 
the club would buy the hats and shirts outright and collect the money from the members when the shipment 
arrives. The motion passed. 
Dave Gregorski was still selling tickets for the fundraising raffle. 
Mark Sutcliffe reported that Sir Speedy printing can supply 1000 new membership cards for about $90. We will 
order them in the fall, since we have enough to last this year. 
New Business: 
Dave announced a Club Outing with doughnuts in Clinton on March 26th from 1-3:00pm. 
Mark reported that the library told him that we will have to relocate our meetings for several months, beginning 
in May, due to renovations. They have promised to accommodate us in another building. Details to follow. 
Mark will investigate a gift for George Streeter in appreciation for his running the BONE treasure shows for 
thirteen years. 
Elections were held. Chuck Anderson and Tony Cwikla were nominated for President. The first vote resulted in 
a tie plus one write-in vote. Chuck Anderson received a majority in the second vote. The other three offices were 
uncontested and remain as they were last year: Vice President Tony Cwikla, Secretary Mark Sutcliffe, and 
Treasurer Vince DiBattista. Many thanks were given to outgoing President Bruce Morris. 
The following positions were filled by volunteers: Refreshments, Ken Gudernatch; Find-of-the-Month, Bob 
Cwikla; Challenge, Dave Gregorski; Library, John McQueen; Raffles, Steve Gudernatch; Newsletter Editor, 
Dave Gregorski; Newsletter Publisher, Mark Sutcliffe; Huntmaster, Richard MacRobbie; Prestige Album, 
(Open). 
Bob Tulay brought in and distributed some AC/DC transformers for making electrolysis units. 
Bruce Morris gave a short presentation on cleaning silver coins in 5-15 seconds with Easy Zest, and described 
the process of re-toning copper coins with Deller’s Darkener. 
Dave drew the winners of the fundraising raffle: First prize ($143) went to Ziggy Manyak, 2nd prize (Lesche 
digging tool) went to Ed Schoenrock, 3rd prize (1887 Seated dime) went to Dennis Thorpe, 4th prize 
(10x/20x jeweler’s loupe) went to Danny LaMontagne, 5th Prize (1897 Barber half dollar) went to Bob 
Cwikla. 
Donna Ketchin was absent from the Attendance Drawing for 2 silver quarters, Bob Ellis won a silver dime. 
John McQueen won the 50/50 Raffle. 
Mike Giannetti won the 1921 Silver Dollar raffle. 
Challenge Master Dave Gregorski announced that he, Vince DiBattista, and Rick Browne had attained Level 1, 
and that Joe Waldron had completed Levels 1 and 2. 
The meeting adjourned at 9:04 p.m. Respectfully submitted, Mark S. Sutcliffe, Secretary. 
 
From the Glastonbury Citizen:  
LOST: ENGAGEMENT RING IN GLASTONBURY TOWN CENTER. Sentimental value of 10 years. Please 
call 748-0204 or notify Glastonbury Police if you found it. REWARD offered. 

Many thanks… to those who bought raffle tickets in support of Y.T.C., and to Tony Cwikla for his 
donation of the Lesche digging tool. The club netted $93. See above for the 5 winners.   Dave Gregorski  
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                            YTC Officers 
 
President, Chuck Anderson        860-944-9558 
           {nlsanderson@sbcglobal.net} 
         
Vice President,  Tony Cwikla        860-623-1153
    {CAPACTION@aol.com}
                             
Secretary, Mark Sutcliffe                  860-647-7541  
                                   {MSUTCL 1776@aol.com} 
 
Treasurer, Vince DiBattista              860-666-0270 
     {VDibattist@aol.com } 
 
Newsletter, Dave Gregorski               860-742-5836 
                                      {DGRookie@aol.com} 

Yankee Territory Coinshooters 
Code of Ethics 

Respect the rights and property of others. 
Never destroy historical or archeological artifacts. 
Observe all laws, whether national, state, or local. 
Aid law enforcement officials whenever possible. 

Leave the land and vegetation as it was. 
FILL IN ALL HOLES. 

Remove all trash and litter, take it with you when you 
leave. 

Remember that all coinshooters may be judged by the 
example YOU set. Always conduct yourself with 

courtesy and consideration toward others. 

T.C.  Metal Detectors 
Authorized dealer for Fisher, Tesoro, Minelab, 
Garrett, Troy, Bounty Hunter, Detectorpro, 

Whites, Lesche, RTG, and more 

Tony Cwikla, 23 Cornwall Drive,  
Windsor Locks, CT  06096 

860-623-1153 or  860-916-2506 
{29 years experience, oldest, largest dealer in the area} 

Member: Y.T.C., FMDAC 
Special discounts for members! 

FAX: 860-627-0593;  e-mail:  
CAPACTION@aol.com 

 
We also carry a full line of books, digging tools, sand 
scoops, headphones, extra coils, bags, pouches, etc. 

 
- We use what we sell and give expert advice free of charge. - 

Why not come in and see what we’re finding !! 

METAL DETECTORS and ACCESSORIES  

J & E ENTERPRISES of  
S. Yarmouth  

Factory Authorized Dealer for Fisher, Garrett, 
Minelab, Tesoro, & Whites. Coiltek coils, Covers, 
Headphones, Beach & Water Scoops, Books, Etc., 

Eleanor Hube, 54 Old Main St. at Forest Rd. 
South Yarmouth, MA 02664 

1-508-760-2100 
e-mail,  jetrhub2@verizon.net 

(Founding member of Yankee Territory Coinshooters) 

SALES, SERVICE & RENTALS 
Accepts Discover, Mastercard and Visa 

Will ship UPS 

(Special consideration for Y.T.C. members.) 

Many thanks… 
...to all those who served our club during 

the past year. We were successful because 
of their efforts. Thanks also to the newly-
elected and to those who volunteered for 

the current year. 
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 First ‘Fun Hunt’ 
It is said, that you ‘can’t go home again’. Well, I 
had hoped that Clinton Town beach would yield 
a few more treasures, but alas the production was 
much lower than in previous hunts there.  

However, the spirits of the 16 Y.T.C. members 
made for a very enjoyable time. The weather was 
quite pleasant (March 26). Two pieces of silver 
jewelry were found (actually, one was a chain in 
3 pieces), and a couple of older coins were 
uncovered by a member who went ‘off the beaten 
path’. I came close to getting stuck in the mud, as 
I was determined to get a silver coin - but none 
turned up at all.  

Time to ‘thank the beach’ for what it gave us in 
the past, and say ‘good-bye’. Scratch tickets 
awarded, yielded a $2 and $4 winner. The 
doughnuts didn’t survive the afternoon. Thanks 
to all those who gave it a try - it was fun getting 
together.    Dave Gregorski 

Our Condolences… 
...to the family and friends of Paula Krampitz, 
who passed away recently. Paula was a Y.T.C. 
member for many years, and was helpful to 
many. 

THing Tip 
Mark Sutcliffe has chosen to share the following 
information: Lake Pontoosuc in Pittsfield, MA 
has been lowered/drained to accommodate dam 
repair.  
[I can hear those waterhunters from the 
Northwest corner revving their engines!] 

2005: The Detecting Year in Review 
By Mark Sutcliffe 

 
  I have been keeping a detecting log since 
Day One (Christmas Day 1982). It traces my 
development as a detectorist from my White’s 
2DB (the “Nail Finder”), through my “hot” 
Garrett Freedom Ace (that I still use as my hunt 
machine), my trusty though slightly 
temperamental White’s Eagle II, to the DFX that 
I use today. In the log I record all of my finds and 
the number of hours spent searching for them, all 
the places I've hunted, and many of the unusual 
experiences I’ve had. Most years, except when 
I’ve been too lazy, I have finished the year with a 
summary. 
 The summary page helps me compare 
years and put things in perspective. I complain 
about not getting out to detect very much, but 
was last year really so bad? In 2005 I managed to 
spend 127 hours in the field and water, more than 
in each of the previous two years. In 1993 I spent 
only 30 hours swinging and digging. 
 Lest I be tempted to become a full-time 
detectorist, my summary page jolts me back to 
reality. I broke the $550 face value mark last 
year: that is total career face value, of American 
and Canadian coins! In 2005 I found 590 coins 
totaling $33.50 face value. Thus, I earned 26 
cents per hour while digging 4.65 coins per hour: 
about the same digging rate, but five cents per 
hour more than in 1984! I can hear the sand 
sifters and playground pluggers laughing 
hysterically, but my low productivity is a 
function of the type of detecting I prefer. I like 
the challenge of finding the old coins and 
historical relics. Quality is more important to me 
than quantity, so I tend to search slowly and seek 
out places that don’t have a lot of new coins to 
wade through. Favorite places are farm fields and 
demolition sites, especially after the bulldozer 
has cast aside six inches of topsoil and pulltabs. 

Continued on page 5 

New members since October, 2005: 
Ziggy Manyak of Lebanon, Jan Rink of Andover, 
Steve Thone of East Hartford, Jeff Pelletier of 
Bristol, Richard Walauski of Bristol, 
Daniel and Jeff Duhaime of Bethany, 
Stephen Lawrence, Jr. of East Hartford, Arthur 
Stevens of Guilford,  
William and Darren Wright of Manchester. 
Welcome and happy hunting! 
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  While my ‘hours’ weren’t outstanding, and I certainly didn’t make a profit, I’m not 
complaining about last year’s finds. I averaged one silver coin every 5½ hours, thanks in large part to 
an abandoned park that gave up ten silver coins, two buffaloes, 27 wheaties, and a silver ring. I was 
particularly pleased to find a “natural” Mercury dime in the middle of the hunt field at the Cash Bash. 
A 1751 Mexican half real and a Spanish Colonial one real were both farm field finds. My career best 
Barber dime, a 1906 in XF+ condition, came from a demolition site. 
 As in most years, I dug a fair number of Indian Head cents, but my favorite was a beautiful 
1870, the first of that year that I’ve found. Other nice copper finds were an 1866 two cent piece, a 1744 
George II halfpenny (found in January), and my second career Liberty Cap large cent (1793-6). A brass 
Pontiac medallion and a Taft & Sherman 1908 campaign watch fob also sounded like large coppers but 
I sure didn’t throw them back. 
 I don’t do much water hunting, so I don’t find much jewelry, but last year’s gold and silver 
finds were pretty special to me. Diligent searching at a drained swimming area yielded a 20-inch silver 
rope chain and a fine gold chain with a red stone. My annual Cape Cod trip resulted in three gold rings 
including my career first 22kt. band and 18kt. ring with a stone. 
 Speaking of “firsts:” I maintain two “life lists” similar to bird watchers’. One is a list of every 
imaginable category of coin, jewelry, and relic; the other is a list of all the 169 cities and towns in 
Connecticut. Seven “first” finds made the list last year including a silver cufflink, SBA dollar (my first 
dollar coin of any type), silver spoon ring, and a British Colonial military button (Navy). To cross a 
town off the list I must detect there “successfully.” That requires finding at least a silver dime, an 
Indian Head penny, a piece of silver or gold jewelry, or a really good relic. I “successfully” detected in 
Enfield, Lyme, New Britain, Preston, and Salem for the first time last year, bringing my career total to 
64 towns. I hunted in Canaan and Suffield as well, but failed to find anything worthy of success. 
 Even relics of little or no intrinsic value are interesting. I wonder if the child who left a cache of 
eleven toy cars in the sandbox of an abandoned house misses them? How about the two lead cows in 
the backyard of another house? Some other memorable relics include a sleigh bell patented May 14, 
1878, a cigarette lighter from “The Carlson & Torell Co. Contracting Constructors,” and an ox ball 
with a piece of horn still inside. 
 Detecting, for me, has come to mean more than just a collection of objects. It is the places I’ve 
been, the experiences I’ve had, and the people I’ve met along the way. Attending the club events, the 
Best of the North East (BONE) treasure show, and the Cash Bash, are as much fun as finding good 
stuff in the ground. Participating in the club’s annual Challenge has helped broaden my detecting 
horizons. I’m unlikely to find all the items needed to complete each level if I stick to searching farm 
fields and demolition sites, so I am forced (in a positive way) to explore beaches, parks, drained lakes, 
and schoolyards that I might otherwise avoid. Last year I was able to achieve Levels 1 and 2, but could 
not find the dog license needed for level 3. 
 This year I hope to attain at least three levels of the Challenge and cross the 70th town off my 
life list. I am looking forward to attending the final BONE show in Keene. In addition to adding to my 
collection of Colonial coins and relics, I hope to do a little gold panning out west (of the Connecticut 
River). At any rate, I’m sure I’ll have some neat things to remember and write about next winter. 

[Many thanks to Mark for sharing this interesting and thought-provoking ‘history’.] 
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Bold, italics indicates the 
winners - submitted by Bob 

Cwikla, March, 2006 

COIN    
 Gold/Silver   
Pre 1900  Vince DiBattista  1854-O Seated Liberty quarter 
   Carl Muller   1891 Canadian quarter 
    
Post 1899  Dave Gregorski  1943 Walking Liberty half dollar 
   Mike Giannetti   1941 Mercury dime 
   Ken Gudernatch  no date Mercury dime 
    
 Other   
Pre 1900  Bill Viot   1785-88 Connecticut copper 
    
Post 1899  Mark Sutcliffe   1972 Kennedy half dollar 
    
 Token  Joe Waldron   Lincoln "good for 5 cents in trade" token 
   Steve Gudernatch   game token 
    
JEWELRY    
 Gold  Rick Browne   14K diamond ring 
   Rich McRobbie   14K wedding band 
   Mark Sutcliffe   14K initial ring 
   Bill Viot    10K wedding band 
   Ken Gudernatch  18K wedding band 
    
 Silver  Mike Giannetti   ring 
 Consolation Prize    Bob Tulay   sterling flower ring 
   Dave Gregorski   ring with turquoise inlay 
    
 Other  Vince DiBattista  choker necklace 
    
RELIC    
 Toy  Steve Gudernatch  large truck 
   Vince DiBattista   toy gun 
    
 Military  Jeff Pelletier   miniature Prussian war helmet 
   Bill Viot    Cilvil War era button 
   Rick Browne   Signal Corp pin 
   Bob Cwikla   sterling Royal Canadian Navy hat pin 
    
 Other  Dave Gregorski  1850's double-gilt Scovill button 
   Danny LaMontagne  horse rosette 
   John Hart   1770's flat button 
   Bill Wright   Packard car part 
   Sal Vetro   old bullet lead 
   Don Bogli   looped-back cuff button 
   Ken Gudernatch  1951 Norwich dog tag 



- 7 - 

April 
 

By Bob Cwikla 

Vince DiBattista: 1854-O quarter  This Seated Liberty was dug up at the end of a gravel 
 driveway on a lot previously detected. At 6 inches deep, it was only the second  
 Seated coin found by Vince. 
 
 Dave Gregorski: 1943 half dollar  Under an old pine tree at a new site, Dave’s first target 
 was a “wheat” cent. The Walking Liberty was 3 inches beneath it in the same hole. 
 
 Bill Viot: Connectcut copper  The area where this old copper was discovered is paying  
 off for Bill. Also found were other old coppers and old buttons. Unfortunately the  
 best CT copper was lost as he was hiking through the woods. 
 
 Mark Sutcliffe: 1972 Kennedy half  Searching a park for a nickel to complete level one 
 of the Challenge Contest, Mark almost “tripped” over this half dollar lying on top of 
 the ground. 
 
 Joe Waldron: 5-cent token  At a campground one inch down. It says “good for 5 cents”, 
 but doesn’t say where. President Lincoln is on the other side of it. 
 
 Rick Browne: 14K diamond ring  This salt water find is one among 13 gold jewelry 
 pieces so far this year for Rick. With the ocean moving the sand around, its been 
 good hunting, albeit a little rough also. 
 
 Mike Giannetti: ring  After digging up about $10.00 in coins on a soccer field, this silver 
 ring (depicting a turtle) was found. 
 
 Vince DiBattista: choker necklace  Going back to his old stand-by(wood chips area), 
 Vince came out with a nice necklace he thought was  silver at first sight. 
 
 Steve Gudernatch: truck  Dug up from 8 inches in an old cellar hole, this toy truck must 
 be at least 2 feet long. The biggest FOM entry we have seen the last 2 years. 
 
 Jeff Pelletier: miniature helmet  Researching this unique find, Jeff discovered that this 
was part of a 1899 Prussian uniform. Although a pin is missing from it, it’s a very nice 
piece. 
 
 Dave Gregorski: 1850’s button  Digging a weak signal produced this old gold colored 
 Scovill (Waterbury) Button, laying on edge 7 inches deep. 
 
 Consolation Prize: Bob Tulay  Another salt water find at 6 inches deep was a sterling 
 flower ring. “Its good to lose”, said Bob.  [Ed. note: the consolation prize winner gets 
a silver quarter...other winners get a silver dime.] 
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      LIFE IN THE 1500'S 
 
The next time you are washing your hands and complain because the water temperature isn't just how 
you like it, think about how things used to be. Here are some facts about life in the 1500's: 
 
Most people got married in June because they took their yearly bath in May, and still smelled pretty 
good by June. However, they were starting to smell, so brides carried a bouquet of flowers to hide the  
body odor. Hence the custom today of carrying a bouquet when getting married. 
 
Baths consisted of a big tub filled with hot water. The man of the house had the privilege of the nice 
clean water, then all the other sons and men, then the women and finally the children. Last of all the  
babies. By then the water was so dirty you could actually lose someone in it. Hence the saying, "Don't 
throw the baby out with the bath water." 
 
Houses had thatched roofs-thick straw-piled high, with no wood underneath. It was the only place for 
animals to get warm, so all the cats and other small animals (mice, bugs) lived in the roof. When it  
rained it became slippery and sometimes the animals would slip and off the roof. Hence the saying 
"It's raining cats and dogs." 
 
There was nothing to stop things from falling into the house. This posed a real problem in the bedroom 
where bugs and other droppings could mess up your nice clean bed. Hence, a bed with big posts and 
a sheet hung over the top afforded some protection. That's how canopy (four poster) beds came into 
existence. 
 
The floor was dirt. Only the wealthy had something other than dirt. Hence the saying "dirt poor." 
 
The wealthy had slate floors that would get slippery in the winter when wet, so they spread thresh 
(straw) on floor to help keep their footing. As the winter wore on, they added more thresh until when 
you opened the door it would all start slipping outside. A piece of wood was placed in the 
entranceway. Hence the saying a "thresh hold." 
 
(Getting quite an education, aren't you?) 
 
In those old days, they cooked in the kitchen with a big kettle that always hung over the fire. Every day 
they lit the fire and added things to the pot. They ate mostly vegetables and did not get much meat. 
They would eat the stew for dinner, leaving leftovers in the pot to get cold overnight and then start 
over the next day. Sometimes stew had food in it that had been there for quite a while. Hence the 
rhyme, "Peas porridge hot, peas porridge cold, peas porridge in the pot nine days old." 
 
Sometimes they could obtain pork, which made them feel quite special. When visitors came over, they 
would hang up their bacon to show off. It was a sign of wealth that a man could "bring home the 
bacon." They would cut off a little to share with guests and would all sit around and "chew the fat." 
 
Those with money had plates made of pewter. Food with high acid content caused some of the lead to 
leach onto the food, causing lead poisoning death. This happened most often with tomatoes, so for 
the next 400 years or so,  tomatoes were considered poisonous. 
 
Bread was divided according to status.. Workers got the burnt bottom of the loaf, the family got the 
middle, and guests got the top, or "upper crust." 
 
         Continued on page 9 
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 Lead cups were used to drink ale or whisky. The combination would  sometimes knock the imbibers 
out for a couple of days. Someone walking  along the road would take them for dead and prepare 
them for burial. They were laid out on the kitchen table for a couple of days and the family would 
gather around and eat and drink and wait and see if they would wake up. Hence the custom of holding 
a "wake." 
 
England is old and small and the local folks started running out of places to bury people. So they 
would dig up coffins and would take the bones to a "bone-house" and reuse the grave. When 
reopening these coffins, 1 out of 25 coffins were found to have scratch marks on the inside and they 
realized they had been burying people alive. So they would tie a string on the wrist of the corpse, lead 
it through the coffin and up through the ground and tie it to a bell. Someone would have to sit out in 
the graveyard all night (the "graveyard shift") to listen for the bell. Thus, someone could be "saved by 
the bell" or was considered a "dead ringer." 
 
... and an acre of land is the amount of land that a farmer could  plough (with his horse or ox) in  
one day. 
And that's the truth! Now, whoever said that History was boring ! ! ! 
[Thanks to Mark Sutcliffe for forwarding this to me.  Ed.] 

Mint Knew It Was Creating a Rarity 
In 1894, the San Francisco mint struck only 24 Barber dimes. Just a year later, the 1894-S dime was 
already worth $5 apiece. (Consider that wages at the time averaged 25 cents an hour, so buying the 
coin would take close to a week’s earnings.) 
It seems that in 1894, the sub-treasury received a large number of ‘pre-Barber’ silver coins, and by 
law could not enter them into circulation - only Barber coins could be released. They could, however, 
be recoined with the Barber design. Since there was an ample supply of the 1894 Philadelphia Mint 
dimes, the old silver was used to coin other denominations. When nearly all the old bullion had been 
used in this fashion, the small quantity remaining was used to strike the 24 dimes mentioned earlier. 
Three were sent for assay, and the remaining 21 pieces were distributed. Currently, only 9 are 
accounted for, and each is worth upwards of $1 million. 
[Info. taken from Coin World, February 27, 2006.] 

Here are some interesting facts about the Wheat cent: 
1. The cent was designed by Victor D. Brenner and was issued to commemorate the 100th anniversary of Lincoln's 
birth. 
2. The Lincoln cent was the first cent to have the motto IN GOD WE TRUST. 
3. It was the first regular issue U.S. coin honoring an actual person. 
4. The highest points on the front of the Lincoln is his cheekbone and jaw and the highest point on the reverse side 
are the tips of the wheat stalks. These are the first areas on the coin to show wear. 
5. Not counting coins minted with errors only two coins in the series have mintages below one million: 1909-S.- 
V.D.B. and 1931-S. 
6. The Denver cent 1914-D is one of the most sought after Lincolns. 1,193,000 pieces were struck, and very few 
can be found in mint condition. Other sought-after issues are the 1910-S, 1911-S, 1912-S, 1913-S, 1914-S, 1915-S 
and 1924-D. 
7. In 1943 copper was scarce because of the war and the Mint made Lincoln cents from zinc-coated steel.  
8. In 1959 on the 150th anniversary of Abraham Lincoln's birth the Mint changed the reverse from the wheat stalks 
to the Lincoln Memorial which was designed by Frank Gasparro. 
9. The Lincoln cent is the longest issued coin in U.S. history.           [From Streeter’s Gazette, 5-7-05.] 
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UPCOMING EVENTS/HUNTS 

2006 Garrett Club Program: Please register all Garrett metal detectors purchased or received as 
gifts during 2006, with Garrett. If you make them aware that you are a member of YTC, Garrett will 
credit the club with 10% of the purchase price.  Obtain an application form from any YTC officer. 
This credit may be used to procure a Freedom Ace Give-A-Way detector. This is an easy and effective 
way to support your club! 

April 23 (Sunday) - Coin Show @ the Polish National Home, 60 Charter Oak Ave., Hartford. Free 
admission and parking - call 203-877-1680 (Ed Doran) for details. Doors open at 9 A.M. 

Y.T.C. ‘fun hunt’ - Saturday, April 15; see below. 
BONE 13 - the last one!  April 28 - 30. See details in the March Probe, pages 
5 and 9. 
FMDAC Spring Convention and Treasure Expo - May 5-7; at Day’s Inn, 
Niagara Falls, NY. Includes hunts. Contact Mark Schuessler - 585-591-0010, 
kesmas@localnet.com   

April 15th Club Outing in Durham 
 Come out for a day of detecting in the Durham meadows that have witnessed 300 
years of farming activity, and overflow parking for the huge Durham Fair since 1916. 
The club has permission to detect the White’s Farm town open space land. Meet at the 
field on Saturday, April 15th (rain date Sunday April 23rd) at 10:00 a.m. (to accom-
modate the fishermen on Opening Day). Fresh doughnuts will be waiting for you. 
Detect for three hours, then meet back at the parking area at 1:00 to show off finds and 
collect lottery tickets. Then lunch on your own and continue detecting there if you wish. 
 Directions: I-91 to exit 15, Route 68 east 5½ miles to Route 17 south (right turn). 
Go south on Route 17 (Main Street) about 4/10ths of a mile until you come to the 
Durham Town Green. Turn right on Maple Ave. between the Public Library and Town 
Hall. Follow Maple Ave. down the hill past the cemetery and the fairgrounds until you 
see the sign for White’s Farm. 
 Remember: Wear a trash apron, remove and discard all trash, dig carefully and 
neatly fill all holes, use a ground cloth to catch the dirt. Please wear headphones. Please 
resist the urge to “test out” the site before April 15th. 
 Call Mark Sutcliffe at 860-647-7541 or e-mail MSUTCL1776@aol.com with any 
questions.   [Thanks to Mark for getting permission for us to detect here.] 
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Minutes of Yankee Territory Coinshooters meeting April 11, 2006: 
The meeting was called to order by President Chuck Anderson at 7:02 p.m. with 43 members and 6 visitors present. 
The Secretary’s Report was accepted as published. 
The Treasurer’s Report was not available due to a death in the Treasurer’s family. 
Announcements: 
· Richard Walauski donated $2.50 in silver coins to the Treasure Chest. 
· John Hart reported that Bill Viot’s wife, Jennifer, recently gave birth to a daughter. 
· Mark Sutcliffe had FMDAC and BONE raffle tickets available. 
· The D.I.R.T. (Rhode Island) club is holding a hunt May 7th at Ocean Beach Park. 
· Discussed an article on metal detecting that appeared in the Life Magazine Sunday newspaper supplement in the March 17th 
issue of the Hartford Courant. Its author wrote that Texas treasure hunter Keith Wills “…covers five miles each day…pocketing 
belt buckles, hubcaps, and toy trucks, while tossing aside the bane of all hunters—thousands of aluminum pull tabs.” (Secretary’s 
emphasis) We hope that Mr. Wills does not “toss aside” his trash, but picks it up and disposes it properly as all ethical detectorists 
must. 
· Members were saddened to learn of the death of former long-time member Paula Krampitz, who died March 28, 2006. She was 
the mother of club founder Mike Krampitz and mother-in-law of founder Eric Larson. 
Old Business 
· Tony Cwikla reported that the vendor is working on pricing for the hats and T-shirts. Members have ordered 33 shirts and 32 
hats so far. Please pre-pay to Tony or YTC. 
· Our May [and June] meetings at the Library are confirmed [usual place]. 
· Bob Cwikla suggested that we have a Club Photographer to take digital photos of club events and finds for the web site. Rick 
Browne volunteered for the position. 
· We have two tables reserved for YTC at the BONE 13 Treasure Show in Keene, New Hampshire. 
· Dave Gregorski reported on the Clinton Beach Club Outing. 16 members attended. 
New Business 
· The club purchased 4 silver dollars at $12.50 each. 
· A motion was made and passed to allocate not more than $75 for a gift for George Streeter in appreciation of his support for the 
hobby through his BONE shows.  
· A motion was made and passed to pay $72 for our post office box for one year. 
· Ron DiMauro is organizing a bus trip to the Mohegan Sun Casino June 11th. The bus departs from Rocky Hill High School at 
8:30 a.m. and the cost is $17.00 per person. 
· The April Club Outing will be held at White’s farm in Durham. 
· We are looking for a venue for a May Club Outing. 
· Upcoming programs: Chuck will make a presentation on relic hunting in May, and Dave will discuss deep targets in June. 
· The club has [up to] $50 available for a memorial to late member Art Lundberg. The club appointed Dave Gregorski to 
investigate suitable options. 
· Bob Tulay and Roy Wilbur reported on their detecting exploits in Boca Raton, Florida. They had fun, but reported finding no 
silver jewelry and little gold. There is no black sand, so maximum sensitivity can be used. They found dimes 14 inches deep. 
Water hunting was nearly impossible due to the riptide and ever-present sea lice and Portuguese men-of-war. Parking costs 25 
cents for 10 minutes. 
· Rick Browne is planning a Cape Cod Swing for September 7-10 or 11. 
· John Hubley gave a presentation on detecting in Sebastian Inlet, Florida. He found a two escudo gold coin, minted in Bogota, 
from the 1715 Spanish Plate Fleet that wrecked off the coast. It is John’s fourth career gold coin! It was washed up on the beach 
after a winter storm, partially embedded in a chunk of coquina. A small groove can be seen in the stone where another coin had 
been. He also found a silver cob. 
· Bruce Morris gave a presentation on coin collecting. He recommended finding areas of collecting in which to specialize. His 
particular interests include Colonials, Washington pieces, love tokens, and cherry picking for mint errors and die varieties. He 
noted that ANACS will authenticate and grade dug coins, but PCGS and NGC won’t. He suggested buying a copy of Coin 
Collector’s Survival Manual by Scott Travers and the pictorial ANA Grading Guide by Whitman. 
· Ron DiMauro won the 50/50 Raffle. There were no other raffles or drawing 
Respectfully submitted, Mark S. Sutcliffe, Secretary   

New members in April: Don and Kathy Emerson of East Hartford, Ernesto and Matthew Martinez of Sayville, NY, George 
Rollins of Springfield, MA, Thomas Siodlak of Mahopak, NY, David P. Swanson, Jr. of Southington - membership stands at 102 
- ‘happy hunting’ to all.
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                            YTC Officers 
 
President, Chuck Anderson        860-944-9558 
           {nlsanderson@sbcglobal.net} 
         
Vice President,  Tony Cwikla        860-623-1153
    {CAPACTION@aol.com}
                             
Secretary, Mark Sutcliffe                  860-647-7541  
                                   {MSUTCL 1776@aol.com} 
 
Treasurer, Vince DiBattista              860-666-0270 
     {VDibattist@aol.com } 
 
Newsletter, Dave Gregorski               860-742-5836 
                                      {DGRookie@aol.com} 

Yankee Territory Coinshooters 
Code of Ethics 

Respect the rights and property of others. 
Never destroy historical or archeological artifacts. 
Observe all laws, whether national, state, or local. 
Aid law enforcement officials whenever possible. 

Leave the land and vegetation as it was. 
FILL IN ALL HOLES. 

Remove all trash and litter, take it with you when you 
leave. 

Remember that all coinshooters may be judged by the 
example YOU set. Always conduct yourself with 

courtesy and consideration toward others. 

T.C.  Metal Detectors 
Authorized dealer for Fisher, Tesoro, Minelab, 
Garrett, Troy, Bounty Hunter, Detectorpro, 

Whites, Lesche, RTG, and more 

Tony Cwikla, 23 Cornwall Drive,  
Windsor Locks, CT  06096 

860-623-1153 or  860-916-2506 
{29 years experience, oldest, largest dealer in the area} 

Member: Y.T.C., FMDAC 
Special discounts for members! 

FAX: 860-627-0593;  e-mail:  
CAPACTION@aol.com 

 
We also carry a full line of books, digging tools, sand 
scoops, headphones, extra coils, bags, pouches, etc. 

 
- We use what we sell and give expert advice free of charge. - 

Why not come in and see what we’re finding !! 

METAL DETECTORS and ACCESSORIES  

J & E ENTERPRISES of  
S. Yarmouth  

Factory Authorized Dealer for Fisher, Garrett, 
Minelab, Tesoro, & Whites. Coiltek coils, Covers, 
Headphones, Beach & Water Scoops, Books, Etc., 

Eleanor Hube, 54 Old Main St. at Forest Rd. 
South Yarmouth, MA 02664 

1-508-760-2100 
e-mail,  jetrhub2@verizon.net 

(Founding member of Yankee Territory Coinshooters) 

SALES, SERVICE & RENTALS 
Accepts Discover, Mastercard and Visa 

Will ship UPS 

(Special consideration for Y.T.C. members.) 

Congratulations!... 
To Bill and Jennifer Viot, on 

the birth of their daughter. All 
are doing well. 



- 4 - 

May 
 

Cape Cod Swing! 
Rick Browne is again offering a few days of 
‘guided’ detecting, after the Labor Day busy-
ness. Details will follow, probably in the 
August Probe. This is a ‘heads-up’ - the 
tentative dates are Sept. 7-11.  
In the past, individuals/small groups would 
head up and get their own (relatively cheap) 
lodging, and join Rick as a larger group for 
mostly beach detecting. He has determined 
that the tides are more favorable (i.e., low) 
than in recent times, for that time of year. 

Mohegan Sun Casino Trip 
Club member Ron DiMauro has organized a bus trip  
for June 11 (Sunday) and is inviting Y.T.C. :   Bus 
leaves from Rocky Hill High School on Chapin Ave. 
at 8:30am sharp, bus returns to Rocky Hill approx. 
4pm.  Price: $17 per person,  includes round trip fare, 
$10 food voucher at casino, $5.00 gambling voucher 
for Big Wheel.   Please contact Ron DiMauro , email 
address : rpdimauro537@aol.com  or call (860) 563-
6474 ask for  Mrs. "D" for info or to reserve a  seat(s) 
- seating is limited. As of this writing 25 tickets are 
sold, 22 seats still available and tickets must be 
purchased by  June 1st (Thursday), and your check 
(made out to Ron) must be received before then! 
Ron DiMauro 
 P.O.Box 226 
 Rocky Hill, Ct. 06067 

April Club Outing in Durham 
     The morning fog burned off quickly and the 
day turned unseasonably warm for the thirty-
three YTC members who came out for the hunt at 
White’s Farm in Durham. The club obtained 
permission from the Conservation Commission 
to use the land, which is town-owned open space 
adjacent to the fairgrounds. Although the 
meadowland has probably been used for farming 
in this Colonial settlement for the past 300 years, 
we found little evidence of that. We turned up a 
few lead balls (one large-caliber musket ball), but 
little else of any great age. William Wright dug a 
US half cent, but had to leave early before the 
judging took place. 
     After hunting for three hours in bright 
sunshine, we devoured the last of three dozen 
doughnuts and compared finds. Two-dollar 
scratch tickets were awarded in five categories: 
Mike Giannetti had the oldest coin, a large cent. 
(He also found a nice musket ball). 
Dave Gregorski had the high count of 38 coins, 
thanks in part to a coin spill on the hillside 
overlooking the field. 
Dave also had the high dollar value of $3.75. 
Daniel Duhaime had the best relic, a horse bridle. 
Jeff Pelletier had the best jewelry, half of a silver 
bracelet. 
     It appears that the land has been heavily 
hunted for quite some time. Lincoln memorial 
pennies, pulltabs, and clad dimes were the most 
common targets, though a fair number of clad 
quarters also turned up. Several aluminum nose 
cones from model rockets also turned up, 
attesting to the area’s popularity among amateur 
rocketeers. Boy Scout neckerchief slides were the 
most common relic found: one member found 
three different styles. Though the pickings were 
slim, the camaraderie was great. 

[Yes, it was a fun day in perfect weather. Many 
thanks to Mark Sutcliffe for his efforts in getting 
us permission to detect this site.     Ed.] 
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June 13 Meeting Program 
Dave Gregorski will be giving a presentation on 
“Getting Those Deep/Elusive Targets”. You say 
that buried targets aren’t alive and therefore not 

‘elusive’? Maybe it just seems that way. 

Websites of Interest 
Y.T.C. now has its own website, courtesy of 
Tony Cwikla. Check out: 
 http://www.tcmetaldetectors.com/ . On the 
front page you'll see the link to the Club 
pages. 
Also, try http://www.kitco.com/  , for info. 
on selling/buying precious and other metals. 

There is also a new detecting club being 
formed - http://www.noreasters.net/ . 

2006 State Quarters 
There will be 5 new issues of State quarters in 
2006. The Nevada quarter is currently in 
production, and should be entering circulation 
now. To follow are: Nebraska, Colorado, North 
Dakota, and South Dakota. 
[From Coin World, Feb. 13, 2006.] 

It just occurred to me that if I stick with this 
[New Hampshire?] club long enough, I may be 
hunting with one of you someday and any of 
these may be - my last words... 
 
 •  "Get me out of this well, Bruce. Yes, I 
promise to quit saying bless your heart!" 
 
 • ''Tommy... Dell... Don... Where are you 
guys?" 
 
 •  "Snake... Yeh, good one Jim. You're just 
trying to get ahead again." 
 
 • "Look Bob, this shell must have been a dud!" 
 
 •  "I don't have to outrun the bear. I just have to 
outrun Wanda." 
 
 • "No, I don't know how to swim, but Lee told 
me it's shallow here all the way across the lake." 
 
 •       "Now Mike, calm down. Why should I 
look out for the rain? Wait 'til I take my 
headphones off. Oh, TRAIN!” 
 
 • "Hey Chuck, do you hear 'Dueling Banjoes'?"  
 
 • "Nice bull... that's a good bull. Now if I can 
just get out of this red vest Kevin loaned me."  
 
 • "Look at this one Terry. It's a what? Wait 'til I 
take my headphones off, I thought you said it’s a 
detonator cap." 
 
 And now the most likely of all… 
 
 • "If I believed you when you said there was 
quicksand out here, do you really think I'd be in 
this mess? Now shut up and pull, Wally!"  REB 
 
[Reprinted from Streeter’s Gazette. Who says 
detecting is a non-competitive , non-contact 
hobby?]   
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Bold, italics indicates the 
winners - submitted by Bob 

Cwikla, April, 2006 

COIN    
 Gold/Silver   

Pre 1900  John McQueen 1847 Seated Liberty half dime 
 President's Award Chris Bourque 1821 Capped Bust dime 
 President's Award Bruce Morris 1782 Mexican 1 reale 
 President's Award Bob Cwikla 1837 Seated Liberty dime 
  Carl Muller 1873 Seated Liberty dime 
  Don Bogli 1875 Seated Liberty dime 
    

Post 1899  Danny LaMontagne 1901 Barber half dollar 
  Chuck Anderson naturally "carved" Mercury dime 
  Joe Waldron 1938 Walking Liberty half dollar 
  Craig Sims 1942-S Walking Liberty half dollar 
    
 Other   

Pre 1900  Steve Beauregard 1787 Connectcut copper 
  Ken Gudernatch 1819 large cent 
  Dave Gregorski 1865 Indian Head cent 
  Bob Ellis 1822 large cent 
  John Hart 1892 Indian Head cent 
    

Post 1899  Steve Gudernatch 1940 Lincoln "wheat" cent 
    
 Token Ken Briody 1884 Mont Cenis token (Switzerland) 
  Bob Tulay Wilt Chamberlain token 

JEWELRY    
 Gold Rick Browne 14K ring with 4 diamonds 
 Consolation Prize Joe Waldron 10K ring with CZ 
  Bob Tulay 14K ring with CZ 
  Phil Skewes 14K ring 
    
 Silver Bruce Morris ring with 14K inlay & amathyst stone 
  Steve Gudernatch cross earring 
  Roy Wilbur ring 
    
 Other Ken Gudernatch large oval brooch 
  Dave Gregorski ring with rose-colored stone 
  Jeff Duhaime ring     
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By Bob Cwikla 

John McQueen: 1847 Seated half dime  The first hit at one of two cellar holes uncovered this old silver 
from 2.5 inches deep. Other old finds were also discovered in this area near railroad tracks. 
Danny LaMontagne: 1901 Barber half dollar  Heading back to the truck after finishing up at this site, 
Danny unearthed this large silver in a trashy area at 5.5 inches deep 
Steve Beauregard: 1787 CT. copper  25 feet from his vehicle on top of a foundation stone, Steve got his 
first signal, which turned out to be this old copper. The next five hours he only found a clad dime. 
Steve Gudernatch: 1940 cent  This is all that turned up at an old school yard that Steve took brother Ken to. 
Ken said he never detected here, but Steve believes otherwise. 
Ken Briody: 1884 token  Along with two old buttons, this Swiss token was found down an old road near a 
cellar hole 2-3 inches deep. 
Rick Browne: 14K ring with diamonds  This salt water find was scooped up at Scarborough Beach. Rick 
says”you gotta dig the faint signals”, as this one was. 
Bruce Morris: ring with 14K inlay  Detecting down in a gulley, Bruce dug up this nice ring with an amethyst 
stone 3 feet from where he dup up a 1782 reale. 
Ken Gudernatch: large brooch  At a yard with old dig holes with junk in them, Ken discovered this old 
(Victorian?) brooch at an amazing depth of 9 inches. 
Bob Ellis: lead soldier  Found at a very old home site along with a 1822 large cent. Bob was looking for 
something a little older, but was happy to win. 
John McQueen: Civil War button  This was old find #3 at the same cellar hole site. Find #2 was a 1809 half 
cent. In excellent condition, this button is from the Connecticut Regiment 
Bruce Morris: crotal bell  With permission from a developer on private land, Bruce unearthed a functional 
bell while detecting with John & Ken B. 
Consolation Prize: Joe Waldron  Underneath bleachers in the grass at a school yard is where Joe found a 
10K gold ring with CZ stones. . 

RELIC    
 Toy Bob Ellis lead soldier 
  Joe Waldron Midgetoy 
  John Hart Tootsie Toy dragster 
    
 Military John McQueen CT. Regiment Civil War button 
 President's Award Ken Gudernatch MA. Revolutionary War pewter button 
  Dave Gregorski 1800's Canadian Militia button 
  Phil Skewes early 1900's button 
    
 Other Bruce Morris crotal bell 
  ?????? butter Knife 
  Ken Briody 1800's woman's buckle 
  Bob Cwikla 1800's looped-back button 
  Don Bogli musket ball 
  Daniel Duhaime small buckle 
  Bob Tulay "coin" key 
  Mark Sutcliffe archaeologist's tape measure 
  Steve Gudernatch metal stake with crab line 
  Jeff Duhaime key 
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 Somewhere in Time…? 

By Dave Gregorski 

   Driving to the old, inaccessible beach, my mind wandered, fantasizing about the day’s possibilities. A 
friend had told me that a few saltwater beaches had ‘opened up’…i.e., that sand had been washed 
away, and that some coins had even been left sitting on the surface. I figured a good day’s ‘catch’ 
would be two silver dimes, a Buffalo, and a ‘first’ for me, a Barber quarter. (Actually, any one of these 
coins would make my day.) Though detecting reality never matched my dreams, at least the day was 
warm for November. 

   I was ‘pumped up’, and the hike to the beach took a half hour, 5 minutes less than usual. However, 
what I saw smothered my eagerness. Instead of the finely-packed red sand I’d hoped for, the beach was 
overlaid with shells and course granules – summertime conditions. Crestfallen, I started swinging my 
coil haphazardly, hoping for some luck. After picking up 2 modern dimes in 20 minutes, the futility of 
my efforts began to sink in.  

   I stopped to regroup. The day was still young, and I looked the beach over more carefully. I noticed 
that the coarse sand thinned out to finer grains near the line of dune grass. Further down the beach, 
even a little color was showing along this strip. So I began detecting the narrow stretches at the top of 
the beach. I began getting a few modern coins, most quite deep and with marginal signals, but hope 
began to grow. I pulled out a clad dime and re-scanned the sand pile – the second target proved to be a 
Mercury dime, dark in color, battered almost beyond recognition. But it was silver!  

   In another fifty feet, out came another Merc, a 1929. I was now further down the beach than I’d ever 
hunted with my large Minelab coil…virgin territory! I came to a wide sandy area among the dune 
grasses, where paths coming from the back of the beach, merged. I slowed my swing speed to get more 
‘depth’, and focused more. Sure enough, out came a Wheatie – which I found out later was a 1909 (no 
‘S’ – darn!). After a few clads, an ‘iffy’ signal produced a no-date Buffalo nickel. I was onto something 
special, and by now was digging everything.  

   The fine sand strip became broader, and as I wandered down toward the water, got a solid signal. 
“Must be a shallow clad”, I thought. But on edge in my scoop, I spied the dark-gray shape of a quarter. 
I knew it must be silver, and hoped to see Lady Liberty standing with her shield – I’d gotten such at 
this beach the previous spring. As my eyes focused in disbelief, there lay my first ever Barber quarter, a 
1904. I savored the moment, hands shaking a bit, before depositing the coin in my protective ‘water 
jar’.  
   The beach continued to look promising, but that quarter was the last coin I found. As fatigue set in, I 
plodded back to my stashed backpack for lunch. Sitting on a salt- and sun-bleached log, I realized that 
not only had my earlier ‘goal’ become reality, but that the order of discovery was exact [true story]!  

Continued on page 9 



- 9 - 

May 
 

Now I fathomed why the coins had so suddenly petered out. My dream had come true, and once a 
dream is realized, the magic often moves someplace else, to someone else. I took the coin out to look at 
more closely. I sat in appreciation, and in my reverie, wondered how that quarter had come to be there. 
I closed my eyes and listened to the surf, and felt suspended in time. 

   Sundays were indeed a day of rest in those days. Five days of work-for-money and a day of chores 
had the man ready for a day with his family, away from the house. The July day promised to be hot but 
not humid, and the two kids were antsy as the man’s wife finished wrapping the sandwiches in waxed 
paper. The drinks were already chilling in the ice-filled galvanized metal tub, and the sandwiches were 
laid on top and covered with two towels.  

   They arrived at the small shoreline town around 10 A.M. The road to the beach was deeply rutted, 
allowing access only on foot or by horseback, so the man and his 12-year-old son dragged their 
wooden rowboat out from the underbrush. (There was no need for a securing chain and padlock – 
people seemed to respect another’s property in those days. Indeed, the years toward the end of the 
Victorian era were a pretty laid-back time.) The boat was loaded, and the man began the arduous task 
of rowing the length of the estuary to the back side of the barrier beach. 

   After dragging the boat above the high-tide mark, the family happily carried their food and gear 
across the dunes to the ocean side. Swimming or wading was out of the question, as the waves were 
pretty severe and the beach dropped off sharply into the depths. Yet doing little or nothing for awhile 
was a rare treat. After an hour or so, a little energy was expended to inflate the bright, multi-colored 
beach ball, and the play and laughter ensued in earnest. That’s when a quarter fell out of the man’s 
pocket. 

   I heard what sounded like laughter, and quickly opened my eyes and turned my head to the left. For a 
brief moment, I swear I saw a blur of activity, and a colorful object suspended in the air. I blinked 
twice, and now experienced nothing but sound of the wind, and a beach that had remained unchanged 
for well over a hundred years. I guessed my imagination had gotten the best of me. 

   Yet certain relics have the power to contain and transmit stories of the past, for those able to hear 
them. Love and laughter are said to last forever, and that special coin had been witness to one of those 
cherished times. A quarter in those days could buy a loaf of bread and some milk, and you’d get 
change. Yet now, I could not put a price on my new treasure. A sense of expectancy joined the 
gratitude and respect growing inside me. Perhaps some part of that simpler time had been transported 
to the here-and-now. Magic had already paid me a visit...perhaps it still lingered. It is said that hope is 
nourishment for the soul. I held the coin tightly in my hand.    

[Reprinted, with a few ‘edits’, from the December, 2001 Probe.] 
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UPCOMING EVENTS/HUNTS 

2006 Garrett Club Program: Please register all Garrett metal detectors purchased or 
received as gifts during 2006, with Garrett. If you make them aware that you are a member 
of YTC, Garrett will credit the club with 10% of the purchase price.  Obtain an 
application form from any YTC officer. This credit may be used to procure a Freedom Ace 
Give-A-Way detector. This is an easy and effective way to support your club! 

May 20 (Saturday) - Antique Bottle and Glass Show - at the Museum of CT Glass, Rt. 44 
and North River Road, Coventry, 9 A.M. - 1 P.M. For info. - janratushny@aol.com 

June 25 (Sunday) - Coin Show @ the Polish National Home, 60 Charter Oak Ave., 
Hartford. Free admission and parking - call 203-877-1680 (Ed Doran) for details. Doors 
open at 9 A.M. 

U.S. 20-Cent Coin 
   In 1874, the 20-cent coin seemed like a good, even necessary idea. With the economy not yet highly 
active in parts of the U.S., certain denominations, particularly low-denomination bronze and copper-
nickel coins, were scarce. This was a problem, a hindrance to consistently make correct change. This 
was especially the case in the western part of the country, where the five-cent copper-nickel coins did 
not circulate. 

   In the areas of the Pacific Coast and Texas, many relied on fractions of Spanish dollars to compensate 
for the American coinage not yet circulating there. A ‘bit’ system was used, with each bit being worth 
12 ½ cents (one-eighth of a dollar). But there was a loss of value/money when quarter dollars were 
used in a transaction. So by the Act of March 3, 1875, the 20-cent coin was authorized for production 
and circulation. 

   However, the coin was struck for circulation for 2 years only – at the Philadelphia, San Francisco and 
Carson City mints in 1875, and in 1876 at the Philadelphia and Carson City mints. (Most of the 1876-
CC coins were melted down, making it a very rare coin.) In 1877 and 1878, Proof-only versions were 
struck for sale to collectors. 

   The denomination proved unpopular with the public, which confused it with the Liberty Seated 
quarter dollar. The two coins were of similar size and had an obverse that was virtually identical. The 
coin did not appear to be needed for change-making, either. However, the 20-cent piece is a popular 
coin for collectors today. [And for detectorists? I haven’t seen one come up for Y.T.C. in my 6+ years 
as a member. Anyone hear of such a find in previous years?  Ed.] 

{From Coin World,  Dec. 19, 2005.} 
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Minutes of Yankee Territory Coinshooters meeting May 9, 2006: 
· The meeting was called to order at 7:04 p.m. with 40 members and 2 visitors present. 
· The Secretary’s Report was accepted as published. 
· The Treasurer’s Report for April and May was accepted as read with a balance of $2,581.76 plus silver 
inventory of $252.28 at purchase cost. 
Announcements: 
· Bill Viot announced that baby Emily is 4 weeks old. Mom and baby are doing well. 
· The Attendance Drawing box with two silver quarters is missing. Please look for it. 
· The club President and Vice President will carry emergency coin supplies in case of the Treasurer’s absence. 
· Dimes were presented to the April Find-of-the-Month winners. 
· We will continue to meet at the library in June. 
· Former member Josephine Hichborn of Bristol died May 5, 2006. She and her late husband, Walter, were 
members for many years. 
· Richard MacRobbie brought in an album of old club outing pictures assembled by Nancy Webb. 
Old Business: 
· Mark Sutcliffe, Joe Waldron, and Bob Ellis reported on the B.O.N.E. 13 Treasure Show. About a dozen club 
members attended. We had two tables filled with coin and relic displays that were very well received. At the 
Saturday evening dinner, Mark presented BONE organizer George Streeter with a clock inscribed “To George 
Streeter, in appreciation of a lifetime dedicated to promoting metal detecting. From Yankee Territory 
Coinshooters April 29, 2006.” Bob presented George with a plaque from detectorists. Joe did very well in the 
competition hunt on Sunday: he won a 1/10oz. gold American eagle and a 1/10oz. gold Canadian maple leaf. At 
the meeting, Bob presented John Hubley with a plaque and gold coin for winning the Best Finds of 2006 contest 
with his 1715 Spanish Plate Fleet 2 escudo gold coin. There will be a BONE 14 [surprise!], held one week earlier 
than usual April 20-22, 2007. 
· Tony Cwikla reported that the order for hats and shirts has been delayed awaiting a final quote from the vendor. 
About ½ to 1/3rd of the money has been collected. 
New Business: 
· Applications are available for Jerry Burr’s Cash Bash in Woodbury, CT this October. Members had questions 
about the competition hunt: whether NMDL membership is required to participate in the NMDL hunt and, if so, 
how much that costs. 
· Tony Cwikla donated a new book to the club library. 
· Dave Gregorski announced that a donation in memory of Art Lundberg was used to purchase a copy of Indian 
Trade Relics for the club library. A motion was made and approved to purchase three additional books for a sum 
not to exceed $130. A second silver dollar raffle will be held at the June meeting to offset the cost. 
· Club outing May 20th. June outing is undecided, July outing at Misquamicut Beach. 
· Upcoming meeting topics: June-Dave Gregorski on deep targets, July-a jeweler? 
· Chuck Anderson and Mark Sutcliffe presented a program on relic hunting. 
· Tony Cwikla told about the eight milk cans filled with silver coins found by Mike Scott and the late Wayne 
Otto. 
· Daniel Duhaime was absent for the Attendance Drawing for three silver quarters. Lenny Papineau won a silver 
dime. 
· New member Robert Belrose won the 50/50 Drawing. 
· Richard Walauski won the 1879 Silver Dollar Raffle. Bruce Morris won an American Digger magazine and 
Ron DiMauro won a Lost Treasure magazine, both donated by Tony Cwikla. 
 · Welcome to new member Robert Belrose of Ellington! 
· Dave Gregorski announced several Challenge winners, for Level 1 and Level 2. 
· The meeting adjourned at 9:05 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted, Mark S. Sutcliffe, Secretary 
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                            YTC Officers 
 
President, Chuck Anderson        860-944-9558 
           {nlsanderson@sbcglobal.net} 
         
Vice President,  Tony Cwikla        860-623-1153
    {CAPACTION@aol.com}
                             
Secretary, Mark Sutcliffe                  860-647-7541  
                                   {MSUTCL 1776@aol.com} 
 
Treasurer, Vince DiBattista              860-666-0270 
     {VDibattist@aol.com } 
 
Newsletter, Dave Gregorski               860-742-5836 
                                      {DGRookie@aol.com} 

Yankee Territory Coinshooters 
Code of Ethics 

Respect the rights and property of others. 
Never destroy historical or archeological artifacts. 
Observe all laws, whether national, state, or local. 
Aid law enforcement officials whenever possible. 

Leave the land and vegetation as it was. 
FILL IN ALL HOLES. 

Remove all trash and litter, take it with you when you 
leave. 

Remember that all coinshooters may be judged by the 
example YOU set. Always conduct yourself with 

courtesy and consideration toward others. 

T.C.  Metal Detectors 
Authorized dealer for Fisher, Tesoro, Minelab, 
Garrett, Troy, Bounty Hunter, Detectorpro, 

Whites, Lesche, RTG, and more 

Tony Cwikla, 23 Cornwall Drive,  
Windsor Locks, CT  06096 

860-623-1153 or  860-916-2506 
{29 years experience, oldest, largest dealer in the area} 

Member: Y.T.C., FMDAC 
Special discounts for members! 

FAX: 860-627-0593;  e-mail:  
CAPACTION@aol.com 

 
We also carry a full line of books, digging tools, sand 
scoops, headphones, extra coils, bags, pouches, etc. 

 
- We use what we sell and give expert advice free of charge. - 

Why not come in and see what we’re finding !! 

METAL DETECTORS and ACCESSORIES  

J & E ENTERPRISES of  
S. Yarmouth  

Factory Authorized Dealer for Fisher, Garrett, 
Minelab, Tesoro, & Whites. Coiltek coils, Covers, 
Headphones, Beach & Water Scoops, Books, Etc., 

Eleanor Hube, 54 Old Main St. at Forest Rd. 
South Yarmouth, MA 02664 

1-508-760-2100 
e-mail,  jetrhub2@verizon.net 

(Founding member of Yankee Territory Coinshooters) 

SALES, SERVICE & RENTALS 
Accepts Discover, Mastercard and Visa 

Will ship UPS 

(Special consideration for Y.T.C. members.) 

To inform you… 
… of the passing of Josephine Hichborn of 

Bristol. She and her late husband Walter were 
former long-time members of YTC.  Memorial 

donations may be made to Bristol Hospital Home 
Care Services, 7 N. Washington St., Plainville, 

CT 06062. 
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May ‘Fun Hunt’ Report 
The pattern of rainy weather shifted for us, this 
May 20 (Saturday). Steve Gudernatch got 
permission for the club to detect the grounds of 
UConn on the Storrs campus, and our thanks go 
to him. Eighteen members showed up, and most 
fueled-up with some donuts before the 10 A.M. 
start. 
The ‘finds’ were disappointing, considering the 
last time the club detected here, quite a few silver 
coins were found. This time...NONE! Almost 
‘shocking’, as this is a very old campus, and as 
the saying goes, ‘nobody gets it all!’. There were 
2 nice old buttons dug, and a large silver ring.  
Yet the day was beautiful, and the camaraderie 
was supportive and fun. Ten scratch ticket prizes 
resulted in $7 in winnings. A few members 
detected (stubbornly) afterward, and an old 
button and a nice frat (sterling) pin came up. 
Thanks to all those who added to the day. 

The Bridge Builder 
An old man, going a lone highway,                
Came at the evening, cold and gray,                
To a chasm, vast and deep and wide, 
Through which was flowing a sullen tide. 
The old man crossed in the twilight dim; 
The sullen stream had no fears for him; 
But he turned when safe on the other side 
And built a bridge to span the tide. 
 
“Old man,” said a fellow pilgrim near, 
“You are wasting strength with building here; 
 Your journey will end with the ending day,  
You never again must pass this way; 
You have crossed the chasm deep and wide 
Why build you a bridge at the eventide?” 
 
The builder lifted his old gray head; 
“Good friend, in the path I have come,” he said, 
“There followeth after me today 
A youth whose feet must pass this way. 
This chasm that has been nought to me 
To that fair-haired youth may a pit-fall be, 
He, too, must cross in the twilight dim; 
Good friend, I am building the bridge for him.” 
 
[By Will Allen Dromgoole, Tennessee poet, 
1860-1934. Submitted by Ken Gudernatch.] 

THing Tip 
When detecting a promising older site...especially 
where you’ve found some ‘good stuff’ in the past, 
be aware that certain ‘patterning’ can increase your 
finds.  
Make your second coverage at 90-degrees to your 
first pass. This will increase your chances of a 
good find coming under your coil, without a piece 
of trash interfering with the signal.      Ed. 

Revere Beach (Mass.) News 
This was in the Boston Herald in late 2002, and I 
don’t have an update. But there was serious talk 
that this beach might soon be named a National 
Historic Landmark. With the development of two 
nearby racetracks, there was concern that the 
Revere Beach area would become too attractive 
for development in its own right.  

If the beach does become an official historic site, 
there was no mention if that would affect its 
status re. metal detecting. 

[This Herald article was in the Jan. 3, 2003 issue 
of the Colonial Treasure Hunter’s Association 
newsletter. Perhaps someone has an update on 
this news?   Ed.] 

June 17 ‘Fun Hunt’ 
Chuck Anderson will be running this at Rocky 
Neck State Park beach. Meet in the parking lot at 
5:45 P.M (Saturday). Using sand scoops for 
target retrieval is extremely helpful. 
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Old Bills Found in Back Yard 
METHUEN, Mass. (April 27) - It's the stuff of fantasies, and Tim Crebase found it buried under 
two feet of earth in his own back yard. There, he and friend Barry Villcliff found a box stuffed 
with cash and gold and silver certificates, some more than a century old. The buried treasure is 
worth more than $100,000, according to a coin shop owner. 
"I was thinking, 'I've never seen anything like this in my life,"' Domenic Mangano, owner of 
Village Coin Shop in Plaistow, N.H. Crebase said the find came three weeks ago when he and 
Villcliff were trying to dig up a small tree. Crebase, 23, heard a thud and saw that he'd hit a piece 
of wood. Another look, and he saw the wood was part of a two-foot-wide box. 
He ripped the top off and found nine rusted cans that he and Villcliff, 27, cracked open to find 
about 1,800 bills, including more than 900 $1 bills, 200 $2 bills, and 300 $20 bills dated from 
1899 to 1929. There were also piles of gold and silver certificates and scores of notes from local 
banks in Methuen, Haverhill, Amesbury, Newburyport and beyond. They took the stash to 
Mangano's shop later that day. 
"I'm a pessimist; I was waiting until I got a professional review before I jumped to any 
conclusions," Villcliff said. "Tim, however, was singing and dancing. He was ranting like a rabid 
monkey." 
 
[No references for this article - sorry. Nine rusted cans might register on some metal detectors, 
depending on their settings. Think you would have dug up this treasure? Either that, or keep 
planting or transplanting trees and hope for such luck.    Ed.] 

New England Gold 
Wild Ammonoosuc River, Swiftwater, N.H. 

   This is a productive river for gold, fishing, swimming and fun. The river parallels Route 112 from the 
corner of Route 302. There is placer gold to be found anywhere in the first five miles of the river. The 
gold here comes in any size from flour to nuggets of pennyweight size. If you cannot find gold here, 
you are doing something wrong. 
   During the Spring thaw this river carries the run-off from a wide area of the western range of the 
White Mountains and it runs very wild. Water levels can be 10 feet above the summer levels. This 
means mossing is good far from the summer water levels. The river offers many curves and bedrock 
ledges as well as boulders to trap gold. The gorge called Little Eddy is full of obstructions. The 
waterfall area by the bridge is not a good spot to work. 
   Tools needed will depend on your plans, as the river has so many panning environments. Hardpan 
clay is under the gravel in many places, with gold sitting on the hardpan. Try digging in the water to 
hardpan and after panning it off, [you can] use diving goggles to examine the bottom for gold. Some 
areas are in the White Mts. Park and restrictions apply to prospecting. Hand tools are allowed at this 
time. Other areas are near private homes where permission is needed. 
Note – in New Hampshire, permission is required from property owners to look for gold. A 
permit from the State is required for dredging, but a permit is not needed to sluice or pan. 
[From the Treasure Hunter’s Gazette, June/July, 2001.] 
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Bold, italics indicates the 
winners - submitted by Bob 

Cwikla, May, 2006 

COIN    
 Gold/Silver   

Pre 1900  Dave Gregorski 1852 3-cent piece 
    

Post 1899  Craig Sims 1920 Standing Liberty quarter 
  Bob Cwikla 1945 Walking Liberty half dollar 
  Carl Muller 1944-P silver wartime nickel 
  Mark Sutcliffe no-date Standing Liberty quarter 
    
 Other   

Pre 1900  Danny LaMontagne 1786 Connecticut copper 
  John McQueen 1817 large cent 
  Dennis Thorpe 1864 2-cent piece 
  Bill Viot 1848 large cent 
  Bill Wright 1867 2-cent piece 
  Richard Walanski 1854 large cent 
  Joe Waldron 1887 Indian Head cent 
    

Post 1899  Vince DiBattista 1996 Panamanian 1/4 Balboa 
  Phil Skewes 1990 British 5-pence 
    
 Token Steve Gudernatch North American Fishing Club token 
    

JEWELRY    
 Gold Rick Browne 14K ring with 11 diamonds 
  Bob Tulay 14K name ring with 5 diamonds 
  Richard Walanski 14K man's ring 
    
 Silver Phil Skewes ring 
  Jeff Pelletier sterling butterfly ring 
  Vince DiBattista sterling Hamilton Standard pin 
  Mark Sutcliffe earring 
    
 Other Craig Sims brooch 
  Dave Gregorski gold-plated pendant 
  Joe Waldron calendar watch 
  Steve Gudernatch bat pin 
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By Bob Cwikla 

Dave Gregorski: 1852 3-cent piece  While searching an old park during the B.O.N.E. event in the Keene, 
N.H. area, Dave pulled out three coins in three hours.  One of them happened to be a nice three-cent piece. 
No, not his third one. It was his first! 
Craig Sims: 1920 quarter  A weak signal detecting a private yard produced this Standing Liberty at 3.5 
inches. It’s very hard to find this type of quarter with a readable date, being known to wear off quickly. 
Danny LaMontagne: 1786 CT. copper  Stopping at an old house on the way to an old mill site, Danny 
unearthed many good finds here. The best coin was this old copper at only 2 inches deep. 
Vince DiBattista: 1996 Panama ¼ Balboa  Not able to detect much the past month, Vince hit a couple of 
playscapes and came up with this unusual foreign coin. 
Steve Gudernatch: North American Fishing Club token  This triangle-shaped token was another play-
scape find in the wood chips. Kids not only say the darndest things, they lose them, too! 
Rick Browne: 14K ring  Unlike Bob Tulay, who had to move a large rock to get his ring, Rick’s salt-water 
find was much easier. The ring has 11 small diamonds. 
Phil Skewes: silver ring  3 inches deep in dry beach sand is where Phil discovered this nice ring with his 
Whites DFX detector 
Craig Sims: brooch  This nice old pin was found in the same private yard the Standing Liberty quarter was 
found. Craig said he was only interested in searching the yard, and not the overly friendly and recently 
divorced home owner. 
Bob Cwikla: Tootsie Toy truck  At a private yard, this toy was dug near the edge of a hatchway 2 inches 
deep. So far, a fraction of this yard produced 50 coins, including 4 silver, 2 Indian Heads, 3 watch fobs, and a 
sterling silver belt buckle. 
Don Bogli: looped-back button  Not realizing what the button was, it was discovered at the meeting Don 
had a button that was converted from a U.S. large cent (no date). Dug from 5 inches. 

Consolation Prize: Bill Wright  A Navy button made by Meyers was found in a private yard along with a 
1850 large cent and a 2-cent piece. The button is possibly from the Civil War period.     

RELIC    
 Toy Bob Cwikla Tootsie Toy tanker truck 
  John McQueen "wizzer" made from colonial button 
  Mark Sutcliffe Tom Mix ring 
  Vince DiBattista bulldog hallogram toy 
    
 Military Bob Ellis MA. Volunteer Militia button 
  Ken Briody U.S. Navy Civil War button 
 Consolation Prize Bill Wright Meyers Navy button 
  Bob Tulay 30-06 ammo 
    
 Other Don Bogli looped-back button made from lg. cent 
 President's Award Danny LaMontagne colonial shoe buckle 
 President's Award Dennis Thorpe pill box 
 President's Award John Hart Portland Bridge dedication watch fob 
  Bill Viot buckle 
  Dave Gregorski silver-plated buckle 

  Craig Sims crotal bell 
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How Were Those ‘Good Old Days’… Really? 
 
Am I the only one to think that maybe such celebrations of the good old days 
are a tad misleading? Such articles make it seem as if stringing cranberries is an activity so 
spiritually and emotionally meaningful that in and of itself it would compensate for, let's say, the lack 
of running water in a household. As if eating by candlelight would be so romantic that nobody would 
mind that it was 46 degrees in the house. 
As if wearing homespun clothing would outweigh the lack of deodorant, not to mention a whole other 
concept of what we would call, in our horrible modern manner, "basic hygiene." As if having a taffy 
pull for the whole family would keep us from realizing that very few of the family had their own teeth. 
As if having a big family was something you could keep from having once you started having a family, 
if you catch my drift. 
 
Therefore, I am compelled to offer thanks for what we all too often take for granted in our gloriously 
modern age, including but not limited to the following: 
*  indoor toilets 
*  mattresses not made from straw ("don't let the bedbugs bite" was once not a cutesy saying - it was a 
profound wish) 
*  aspirin 
*  ice cubes 
*  electric lights 
*  toothpaste 
*  hairbrushes not made from the bristles of large porcine creatures 
*  ballpoint pens 
*  soap not made from the fat of large porcine creatures 
*  clocks you do not have to remember to wind (OK, maybe one is nice but the others should actually 
function like clockwork.) 
*  disposable tissues 
*  pots and pans with handles that do not instantly heat up and take off three layers of skin when you 
forget to use a massive oven mitt made from the bristles of large porcine creatures 
*  oven mitts 
*  ovens 
*  the fact that certain groups are not legally enslaved to others 
*  mascara that you don't have to brush out of that red flat Maybelline container your mother had to use 
when you were little, even though it was kind of cool to watch her use the little black brush on her 
eyelashes, especially if she let you play with the tiny brush afterward and maybe even use it for your 
dolls if you were good and promised not to play with it when she wasn't looking (the brushes were 
probably made from the bristles of rather small porcine creatures) 
*  Imodium 
*  staples 
*  adhesive tape 
*  votes for women 
*  erasers 
*  telephone-answering machines that allow you hear who is calling before you have to pick up so that 
you don't have to speak to your sister about her new weight-loss program unless you really want to 
discuss it    {continued on page 9} 
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Focus on the American Spirit 
In a remote pasture in western Illinois, researchers have been digging up buttons, porcelain and 
other artifacts, from a former frontier village launched by a free slave. In 1836, a quarter century 
before the Civil War, Frank McWorter founded the town of New Philadelphia. He was the first 
black man in the country to incorporate a town. 

McWorter was a slave for a Kentucky man who allowed him to earn wages in his spare time. He 
saved, bought a small farm, and earned enough money to buy his freedom, as well as his wife’s. 
He later traded for another farm in western Illinois. It prospered, and which allowed him to buy the 
freedom of other relatives. Buying more land, he then established the town, giving the newly freed 
slaves a place to buy homes and become independent. 

The town had around 30 residences, plus trash pits that could provide clues to habits and lifestyles. 
New Philadelphia grew to about 170 people – 35% black – and began to slowly fade away when it 
was bypassed by the railroad in 1869. Supporters of the current project want the town to be placed 
on the National Register of Historic Places. It may also become a part of the National Park system. 

[From an article in the Sunday Republican, June 27, 2004, submitted by Dan Slawski.] 

*  selective serotonin re-uptake inhibitors that might, if only she would listen to you, help your sister 
stop obsessing about her weight 
*  closets 
*  vacuum cleaners 
*  pencil sharpeners 
*  the eradication of several childhood diseases, so that even if your kids don't adorably trill, "Look, 
dearest Mamma, at how sweetly Sister and I string popcorn not to mention cranberries as we sing 
carols by the fire," they also don't say, "Too bad we both have rickets, caused by a profound 
lack of vitamin D. But we're nostalgically whimsical as long as we sit down." 
*  indoor showers  
*  fluffy towels not made from the bristles of large porcine creatures 
 
All these reasons and more are why, this Thanksgiving, I'm celebrating the glories of living right now. 
Enjoy the holiday, my contemporaries! 
Gina Barreca (Hartford Courant , November, 2005) 
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UPCOMING EVENTS/HUNTS 

2006 Garrett Club Program: Please register all Garrett metal detectors purchased or received as 
gifts during 2006, with Garrett. If you make them aware that you are a member of YTC, Garrett will 
credit the club with 10% of the purchase price.  Obtain an application form from any YTC officer. 
This credit may be used to procure a Freedom Ace Give-A-Way detector. This is an easy and effective 
way to support your club! 

June 25 (Sunday) - Coin Show @ the Polish National Home, 60 Charter Oak Ave., Hartford. Free 
admission and parking - call 203-877-1680 (Ed Doran) for details. Doors open at 9 A.M. 

Y.T.C. ‘fun hunt’ - Saturday, June 17;  see page 4 for details. 
Y.T.C. ‘fun hunt’ - Misquamicut Beach, RI - Sunday, July 16, info. to follow 

Now through July 23 - free show: “American Jewelry from Yale University, 
1700-2005”  @ the Yale University Art Gallery; Tues.,Wed., Sat. - 10-4,  
Thurs. - 10-8, Sunday - 1-6. More info. - www.artgallery.yale.edu 

2006 Cape Cod Swing - tentative dates, Sept. 7-11 
2006 CashBash - October 7-9; see - www.NationalMetalDetectingLeague.com 

Cape Cod Canal Tidbits 
   Cape Cod wasn’t always an ‘island’. Over the years, more than 1100 ships were lost sailing around 
the Cape’s east end, much of the traffic being between Boston and New York. Safety, financial 
interests and time-savings were strong arguments in favor of digging a canal through the Cape’s west 
end. Add to that the obvious advantages to military shipping during wartime. 

   The project was begun in June of 1909, using the basins of two rivers as a starting point. 26 dredges 
operated through 1916, creating a channel 140 feet wide by 25 feet deep. A 3000-foot breakwater (40 
feet deep) was added to the north side, to prevent sand fill-in from tidal forces. 

   A toll was charged for ships, but the canal turned out to be too small. The narrowness of the channel 
produced many ‘rips’ and high currents, causing many wrecks. The private enterprise was bought out 
by Congress, which proceeded to give the improvement project to the Army Corps of Engineers. 

   Three bridges had been part of the original project – they were completed in 1912. For various 
practical and safety reasons, three new bridges replaced the old ones – their construction was begun in 
1933. They were each 135 feet above the canal’s high water mark, and would support 2-way traffic 
(one being a railroad bridge). The entire project, including the widening and deepening of the ~ 7 mile 
long canal, was completed in 1940. 

{Information taken from an interesting program on The History Channel.    Ed.] 



Volume 31                    Issue 7              July, 2006 

Official Newsletter Of 

YANKEE  TERRITORY 
COINSHOOTERS 

FOUNDED JANUARY 1976 
Articles May Be Copied Provided Credit Is Given The Author and YANKEE TERRITORY COINSHOOTERS 

Yankee Territory Coinshooters 
P.O. Box 1811 
Hartford, CT  06144-1811 

MEETING PLACE:          EAST HARTFORD PUBLIC LIBRARY 840 MAIN ST. TIME 6:30 PM BUSINESS MEETING 7:00PM 

 

NEXT MEETING: 
August 8, 2006 

See page 4 for club news. 
Page 5 - more detecting tips. 

A way to sell your scrap precious metal - p. 8. 
St. Christopher medals...page 9. 

Important health article on page 10! 

FIRST CLASS 

MEMBER FEDERATION OF METAL DETECTOR & ARCHEOLOGICAL CLUBS, INC. 



- 2 - 

July 
 

Minutes of Yankee Territory Coinshooters meeting June 13, 2006: 
· The meeting was called to order at 7:04 p.m. with 40 members and 2 visitors present. 
· The Secretary’s Report was accepted as published. 
· The Treasurer’s Report was accepted as read with a balance of $2,471.66 plus silver inventory of $217.83 at 
purchase cost. 
Announcements and Correspondence: 
· John Hubley showed off a copy of the Plus Ultra newsletter with an article about his gold treasure coin. 
· Ken Gudernatch was the only YTC member to attend the FMDAC hunt in Niagara Falls. He reported that there 
were some nice displays, the seminars were sparsely attended, and about 65 people attended the banquet. There 
were about 135 people in the hunt. The Federation is concerned about the lack of young people entering the 
hobby. 
· Rick Browne reported on his detecting exploits with his wife, Jane, in Guadeloupe. They were fortunate to have 
been able to fly in and out of the country because the Montserrat Volcano was erupting. They found the natives 
to be very friendly, although many of the beaches are fenced and guarded. The water inside the breakwater is 
very calm, but outside is very rough and weedy. The weed beds have small patches scoured out of them similar 
to the Nantucket Sound beaches on Cape Cod. They met two local detectorists, and some of the residents snorkel 
for treasure without detectors. Food is very expensive e.g. $3.00 for a can of soda, and VISA talks. Rick found 
$50 in spending money (thanks to one and two Euro coins), 10 gold rings including 40 grams of 18kt. gold, 3 
silver necklaces, 3 silver rings, and a silver and gold cartouche pendant. 
· The July meeting will be held in the usual place. 
· Cash Bash flyers are available. Organizer Jerry Burr will attend our August meeting to talk about the event. 
· Chuck announced that he is planning a YTC Auction in November, so please start making donations of 
detecting-related items. 
Old Business: 
· Tony Cwikla reported on YTC caps and shirts. The vendor was unable to embroider the club logo on the caps 
so he proposed a 2½” patch heat-sealed to the front. The cost to the club will be $4.78 each for caps, $4.95 each 
for shirts, plus shipping and $68.00 set up charge for the shirts with a minimum order of 50 of each. 
New Business: 
· There will be a Fun Hunt at Rocky Neck State Park beach on June 17th. 
· Upcoming outings: July 16 Misquamicut, August (open), September 8-10 Cape Cod, September 16 Block 
Island, October 7-9 Cash Bash in Woodbury. 
· Mark Sutcliffe is investigating the possibility of a gold panning trip. 
· Dave Gregorski gave a presentation on detecting deep targets. He reported that size does matter when it comes 
to coils. Bigger coils detect deeper, although they are harder to pinpoint with. A small coil is an advantage in 
trashy areas because it can more easily pick out the good targets from between the bad ones. Concentric coils are 
easier to pinpoint with than double-D coils, but double-D’s go deeper. 
· Roy Wilbur won the Attendance Drawing for three silver quarters. 
· Chuck Anderson won the 50/50 Drawing. 
· Sal Vietro won the 1879 Silver Dollar Raffle. 
· Vince DiBattista donated an 1890 silver dollar to be raffled off for money to buy books for the club library. Ken 
Briody won the special raffle. 
· Challenge Master Dave Gregorski announced the following Challenge awards: Rick Browne, Level 2; Bob 
Cwikla, Levels 1 & 2; Vince DiBattista, Level 2; Mark Sutcliffe, Level 2; Richard MacRobbie, Levels 1 & 2. 
· The meeting adjourned at 8:28 p.m. 
· Respectfully submitted, Mark S. Sutcliffe, Secretary. 
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                            YTC Officers 
 
President, Chuck Anderson        860-944-9558 
           {nlsanderson@sbcglobal.net} 
         
Vice President,  Tony Cwikla        860-623-1153
    {CAPACTION@aol.com}
                             
Secretary, Mark Sutcliffe                  860-647-7541  
                                   {MSUTCL 1776@aol.com} 
 
Treasurer, Vince DiBattista              860-666-0270 
     {VDibattist@aol.com } 
 
Newsletter, Dave Gregorski               860-742-5836 
                                      {DGRookie@aol.com} 

Yankee Territory Coinshooters 
Code of Ethics 

Respect the rights and property of others. 
Never destroy historical or archeological artifacts. 
Observe all laws, whether national, state, or local. 
Aid law enforcement officials whenever possible. 

Leave the land and vegetation as it was. 
FILL IN ALL HOLES. 

Remove all trash and litter, take it with you when you 
leave. 

Remember that all coinshooters may be judged by the 
example YOU set. Always conduct yourself with 

courtesy and consideration toward others. 

T.C.  Metal Detectors 
Authorized dealer for Fisher, Tesoro, Minelab, 
Garrett, Troy, Bounty Hunter, Detectorpro, 

Whites, Lesche, RTG, and more 

Tony Cwikla, 23 Cornwall Drive,  
Windsor Locks, CT  06096 

860-623-1153 or  860-916-2506 
{29 years experience, oldest, largest dealer in the area} 

Member: Y.T.C., FMDAC 
Special discounts for members! 

FAX: 860-627-0593;  e-mail:  
CAPACTION@aol.com 

 
We also carry a full line of books, digging tools, sand 
scoops, headphones, extra coils, bags, pouches, etc. 

 
- We use what we sell and give expert advice free of charge. - 

Why not come in and see what we’re finding !! 

METAL DETECTORS and ACCESSORIES  

J & E ENTERPRISES of  
S. Yarmouth  

Factory Authorized Dealer for Fisher, Garrett, 
Minelab, Tesoro, & Whites. Coiltek coils, Covers, 
Headphones, Beach & Water Scoops, Books, Etc., 

Eleanor Hube, 54 Old Main St. at Forest Rd. 
South Yarmouth, MA 02664 

1-508-760-2100 
e-mail,  jetrhub2@verizon.net 

(Founding member of Yankee Territory Coinshooters) 

SALES, SERVICE & RENTALS 
Accepts Discover, Mastercard and Visa 

Will ship UPS 

(Special consideration for Y.T.C. members.) 

2006 Cape Cod Swing! 
Rick Browne has a surprise or two this year, for 
those who trek up to the Cape the weekend of 
Sept. 8-10. But I’ll let him tell it...except you 
have to wait for the August Probe. One thing I 
can say, is that the tides will be VERY low, at 
either end of daylight. So bring your flashlights! 
        Ed. 
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Gotcha! 
I was fortunate to win $5 from the scratch tickets 
I got at the UConn ‘fun hunt’.  I cashed them, in 
and, of course, bought $5 worth. I was heartened 
by winning another $5! 
So, of course (with greed starting to take control 
of my judgment), I bought another $5 worth. As I 
futilely scratched these losers, I swear I could 
hear people at the State Gaming Agency 
saying… (see title of article).    Ed. 

June ‘Fun Hunt’ Report 
We got a break, as the cool rainy weather 
morphed into more pleasant days just in time for 
Chuck’s beach hunt. 13 members (plus two 
observers) gathered at Rocky Neck State Park 
(June 17), and were turned loose. A few detected 
the water, most the dry/wet sand. 
The recent crowds must have been small (they 
were on this day), as there were not a lot of 
targets. ‘High coin’ count was ~26 , and the 
nicest find was a 14K bracelet. Most interesting, 
one member dug up an ornate ‘junk’ earring, and 
when comparing finds in the parking lot, it was 
discovered that its matching one had also been 
dug! 
Thanks to Chuck Anderson for running this hunt. 
It was fun, and many enjoyed a seafood dinner 
afterward. BTW, it did rain some, but the 
lightning stayed to the north of us - Chuck has 
had his share of storms for his hunts. 

August 8 Meeting Program 
Jerry Burr will attend, and share information 
about his upcoming CashBash 2006. Bring your 
questions, especially newer members who have 
not attended these great past functions. 
Applications will be available. 

You Say Pennies are a Nuisance? 
Well, there are some special pennies now 
in circulation which are quite valuable. In 
honor of National Coin Week (April 16-
22), a numismatist spent three scarce cents 
in change for routine purchases in 
Manhattan, NY. His idea was to promote 
coin collecting to the non-collecting 
public. 

The pennies were: 1909-S-VDB Lincoln 
in Very Fine, a 1908-S Indian in Ex. Fine, 
and a 1914-D Wheatie in Very Fine 
condition. They are valued, respectively, 
at $1,000, $200, and $375. Maybe it’s time 
to get a bag or two of pennies from the 
bank, to look through? I used to do that 
with penny rolls, in my ‘early days’ of 
collecting, when one could actually come 
up with a nice coin now and then.    Ed. 

[From Coin World, May 8, 2006.] 

Nice info. on Southern New England 
Beaches 

Check this site out –  Vlad and Carol 
Kononov present pics and various info. 

http://vkart.com/new-england-pictures/ 

July Club ‘Fun Hunt’ 
We will meet at Misquamicut Beach in RI, 
on Sunday evening, July 16. As usual, let’s 
gather in the parking lot near the large 
pavilion, at 5:45 P.M.  

Hopefully the crowds will be large - there is 
ample beach to detect, but waterhunting is 
usually an ‘iffy’ proposition because of 
large waves. 
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 What I Left Out… 

By Dave Gregorski 
 

 Time was running short at the last meeting, and I found I had 2 more pages of notes to cover, in five 
minutes. For those who were not there, the topic was “Finding Those Deeper/Elusive Targets”, and I’d 
like to share a few more tidbits, pointers, etc. that might enhance your finds. They will not be in any 
particular order or ‘flow’, as I don’t want to repeat what I’ve already covered. 

- The easiest way for many of us to ‘go deeper’ is to be sure your coil is near the ground/sand. I see 
many detectorists raise the coil even a foot off the ground, on the ‘outside’ of their swings. To help 
remedy this, roll your wrist clockwise when swinging to the right, and CCW when swinging to the left. 
- Re. proper swing speed for your detector (it is important for maximizing performance), consult your 
manual. I understand there are a few machines where one can program the swing speed for a specific 
application. 
- Tightly overlapping your swings increases your chances of ‘isolating’ a good target from trash. 
Changing the direction/angle of your search pattern does the same. (The ‘demo’ would have shown 
how this happens…trust that it does.) As an example, I detected a trashy yard where the only older 
finds were in a 50 by 50 foot area. I detected carefully, going back and forth in parallel sweeps. I found 
4 Wheaties. Then I approached the same area, at 90 degrees to my original direction...and found 4 more 
Wheat cents. Next time, I will detect that spot with a smaller coil, because I KNOW there has to be a 
silver coin there! [After writing this, I returned to that small area using my smaller (7-inch) coil. I got 
an Indian cent, an old copper ring, Buffalo nickel, a monogrammed cufflink, a button, a musket ball, 
and 2 Memorial pennies. Plus a number of other miscellaneous ‘high-end’ targets. What’s important is 
not the value of the finds, but the fact that all these were left behind! ] 

- My first time through a new (and older) site, I dig mainly the ‘high-end’/coin readings, which is 
where coins and silver jewelry come up. That will give me a ‘picture’ re. what to expect from the site. 
- When there are 2 or more targets close together under your coil, the ‘reading’ that you get tends to be 
an average of the separate readings. So if a pull-tab and coin are together, the reading will be 
somewhere in-between. 
- When you get a ‘double-blip’, or a mixed ‘high/low’ reading, or a signal that is ‘scratchy’ – chances 
are you have 2 or more targets under your coil. Dig to find out – one of them might be a real prize. 
Such a signal may be cleared up (or separated) a bit, if you pinpoint the area from several angles, 
moving about the spot in a circle. 
- ‘Ideal conditions’ for detecting an area are – when there is NO mineralization, NO trash targets, moist 
soil/sand, and no outside power/electrical interference. Hopefully, also, the temperature will be 
pleasant, with no rain, and no bugs, no poison ivy – and with a good detecting buddy for company, and 
use of good technique. 
- Re. power/electrical interference – try reducing the power/gain of your machine. Or go to a less 
complicated (i.e., cheaper) detector. 
- Mineralized/trashy soil (includes ‘black sand’, which around here is reddish)– reduce the gain of your 
machine; this may allow you to get at least some ‘masked’ shallow targets. 
- For any ‘old’ site, which has given up some older stuff – also try different coils and machines – each 
has their strengths/weaknesses, and you’ll be surprised what you missed the first time through. 
I hope this helps you get more out of this great hobby. 
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Bold, italics indicates the 
winners - submitted by Bob 

Cwikla, June, 2006 

COIN    
 Gold/Silver   
Pre 1900   John Hart  Seated Liberty half + Sheild nickel 
    Bob Ellis  1785 1/2 Reale 
    Craig Sims  3-cent piece 
    John McQueen 1857-O Seated Liberty dime 
    
Post 1899   Roy Wilbur  1908 Barber dime 
    Carl Muller  Standing Liberty quarter 
    Joe Waldron  1922 British Florin 
    Mike Giannetti 1966 Kennedy half dollar 
    Ken Gudernatch 1945-S Jeffderson nickel 
    
 Other   
Pre 1900   Dave Gregorski 1818 large cent 
    Danny LaMontagne 1798 Draped Bust large cent 
    Sal Vetro  1864 2-cent piece 
    Mark Sutcliffe 1848 large cent 
    Jim Groom  King George II copper 
    
Post 1899   Robert Belrose 1944 cent, ‘47 quarter, ‘45 Merc, ‘43 nickel 
    
 Token   Bob Cwikla  Worcester Salt Co. token 
    John Hardin  U.S.S. Constellation medal 
    Pam Giannetti President token 
    
JEWELRY    
 Gold   Rick Browne 18K ring with cz 
    Joe Waldron  10K ring 
    Phil Skewes  14K white gold friendship ring 
    Mike Giannetti 14K band 
    Ken Gudernatch 14K wedding ring 
    
 Silver   Bob Cwikla  sterling cross 
    Dave Gregorski sterling cross 
    Jeff Duhaine  friendship ring 
    
 Other   Pam Giannetti ring with Dolphins 
 

Continued on page 7 
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RELIC    
 Toy  Mark Sutcliffe  lead soldier 
   Bob Cwikla   "Red Ranger" toy gun 
    
 Military John McQueen   Civil War "US" cartridge plate 
   Carl Muller   Ma. Volunteer Militia button 
   Mike Giannetti  circa 1821 button 
   Dave Gregorski  1852+ U,S. Navy button 
   Bob Ellis   button with Eagle 
    
 Other  Sal Vetro   Colonial shoe buckle 
   John Hardin   old lighter 
Consolation Prize Ray Dapkus   Colonial hand-forged adze 
   Robert Belrose  1878 pat. Yale lock 
   ????????   1947 dog tag 
   Bill Wright   bird tag 
   Ken Gudernatch  Colonial coat button 

John Hart: Seated half + Shield nickel  Door-knocking in Bristol lead to this unique coin find. 
 These two coins were believed to be in a fire, thus fusing them together. 

Roy Wilbur: 1908 Barber dime:  Detecting with Bob Tulay produced this dime. Roy said Bob  
 found a better Barber coin, but was not present at the meeting. 

Dave Gregorski: 1818 large cent  Found at his cousin’s house, which was built in 1798. 
 Located 5 inches deep with a Minelab detector, the coin was in great shape. 

Robert Belrose: coin spill  After the  official UConn fun hunt, Bob pulled out a 1944 wheatie, 1943-P 
 silver nickel, 1945 Merc, and a 1947 quarter from one hole at 8 inches deep. 

Bob Cwikla: Worcester Salt Co. token  Pulled out of a private yard 4 inches deep. The same 
 token was found by two other members previously. 

Rick Browne: 18K ring  A Guadalupe beach is where this ring was found. Rick was not sure if 
 it had a diamond until he got home to test it. The stone turned out to be a CZ. 

Bob Cwikla sterling cross  Dug up a day before the meeting at 2 inches deep, detecting with 
 John Hart at Bob’s Mother-in-law’s house along the driveway. 

Pam Giannetti: ring  A public salt water beach produced this ring depicting Dolphins. A 
 Tesoro detector got the signal at 2 inches deep. 

Mark Sutcliffe: lead soldier  At 6 inches deep, Mark unearthed this WWII soldier in a trashy 
 private yard where very few old coins were coming out. 

John McQueen: Civil War cartridge plate  While searching around an old cellar hole, John 
 received an overload signal one inch deep. After a piece of iron on top was removed, 
 the hole was rechecked. John’s jaw went agape when he saw the big”US” staring at him. 

Sal Vetro: Colonial shoe buckle  A very nice intact buckle was dug up at a site where some old 
 copper coins were coming out. 6 inches deep in a wooded public area. 

Consolation Prize: Ray Dapkus  A Colonial adze was dug up from 10 inches deep at an old 
 cellar hole previously hunted. Ray was using a Minelab detector. 

Checkerboard Report   By Bob Cwikla 
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 Information on Selling Your Scrap Gold 
   Some detectorists on the east coast recommend: 
Del Greco Coins, Inc., 399 Washington St, Weymouth, MA 02188-2935  phone 781/337-5069 
Asset Recovery is another way to sell your gold (see below). 

ASSET RECOVERY MANAGEMENT 
 
Dear George: 
Here is the updated material in reference to our refining program. 
A great program at a great price. We pay on watch batteries, gold filled  and  gold plated matenial. I 
also pay on Watchbands. Please see supplies card for materials. 
FIRST -WE RETURN ALL of your gold and silver reclaimed, also paying on platinum and 
palladium. 
SECOND- WE PAY ALL inbound shipping and handling charges through Federal Express or UPS 
2 day service, for karat scrap, polishings, sweeps and platinum. 
 
Schedule of Karat Scrap and Filings  
99 % Return  
24 Hour Settlement  
Polishings and Sweeps 
98 % Return 
7-10 day Settlement 
 
$35.00 Refining Charge 
 
Schedule of High Grade Platinum and Palladium Scrap 
90 % Pt / Pd Return 
4-5 Day Settlement 
 
Schedule for Silver    
Assays of 92% or Better   
90% Return  
4-5 Day Settlement  
$35.00 Refining Charge  
$.28 T/oz Incoming Charge  
Shipping Not Included  
Assays Less than 92% 
80% Return 
4-5 Day Settlement 
$35.00 Refining Charge 
$.35 T/oz Incoming Charge   
Shipping Not Included 
 
For more information contact Valerie Davis 707 Erie Avenue, N. Tonawanda, NY 14120 Toll Free: 
1-800-694-7575 Tel. No.716-694-2300 Fax.716-694-2395 
 
[Thanks to John Hubley for this information, gleaned from George Streeter’s sources.] 
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St. Christopher Medals 
   The stories about St. Christopher vary, but most say he was very big and strong, and worked as a 
human ferry, carrying people and goods across a Greek river that had a strong current. His name 
means ‘Christ-Bearer’, as he purportedly once carried across the Christ Child. 

   Because he is said to have transported Jesus, St. Christopher became known as the patron saint 
of transportation/travelers, and he was given an official ‘feast day’ (July 25th). However, in 1969, 
his sainthood was revoked, as the Catholic Church said there was not enough evidence to prove or 
disprove Christopher’s existence. But even though there was no longer an official feast day, 
Christians could still seek his intercession by wearing his medal. If anything, de-sainting only 
increased his fame, as sales of his medals increased. 

   The numismatic side of St. Christopher is extensive. His name and likeness is on paper money, 
world coins, collectors’ medals, lucky tokens, and of course, on religious medals. As the patron 
saint of travelers, his medal is popular with sea captains, automobile and bus drivers, and even 
bicyclists. Professional athletes and members of the military, who are always ‘on the go’, also rely 
on his protection. [This ‘reliance’ can range from superstition to sincere acts of prayer.] 

   People have worn these medals for centuries, so many types and varieties exist. At on-line 
auctions, bidding is often extensive for vintage and antique medals, whether made of gold, silver, 
white metal, bronze, or brass. A 50-year-old surfer’s St. Christopher medal can auction as high as 
$65. 

   Medals from the earlier 20th century sometimes depicted, on the reverse, a variety of the current 
vehicles used for travel; i.e., a vintage car, train, airplane, and ship. Many older medals made of 
14-karat or 18-karat gold are not so marked, so they should be tested. [It’s common for a 
detectorist to accumulate at least a few of these medals over time. For me, they are always a 
special find, especially if they are made of silver. My most special one depicts, on the reverse, a 
car, locomotive, airplane, and ship from the late 1930’s. Neat.   Ed.] 

{From Coin World, Dec. 26, 2005.}  
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UPCOMING EVENTS/HUNTS 

2006 Garrett Club Program: Please register all Garrett metal detectors purchased or received as 
gifts during 2006, with Garrett. If you make them aware that you are a member of YTC, Garrett will 
credit the club with 10% of the purchase price.  Obtain an application form from any YTC officer. 
This credit may be used to procure a Freedom Ace Give-A-Way detector. This is an easy and effective 
way to support your club! 

Sept. 17 (Sunday) - Coin Show @ the Polish National Home, 60 Charter Oak Ave., Hartford. Free 
admission and parking - call 203-877-1680 (Ed Doran) for details. Doors open at 9 A.M. 

Y.T.C. ‘fun hunt’ - Sunday, July 16;  see page 4 for details. 

Choose One: Skin Cancer or Lyme Disease 
 

 By Mark Sutcliffe 
 

  This morning’s newspaper carried the warning that “this could be a bad year for [Lyme] 
disease because the warm [winter] weather made it easier for the ticks to reproduce.” “This 
disease is a true epidemic.” That news, the sunburn you got at the club outing in Durham, and the 
onset of deer fly season combine to make you want to slather on both the sunscreen and the insect 
repellant before your next field trip. 
 But wait, you could do yourself more harm than good by combining sunscreen and 
DEET. According to Dr. Peter Gott, a physician whose syndicated column appears locally in the 
Journal Inquirer, “As reported in the journal The Physician and Sportsmedicine (September 
2003), the combination may be disastrous. Scientists in Canada have discovered that when applied 
simultaneously, insect repellants and sunscreen can increase the inappropriate absorption of each 
another, resulting in toxicity. 

The active ingredient in most repellants (DEET) is designed and marketed to remain on 
the skin after application. But the simultaneous presence of sunscreen protection can lead to 
toxicity: rash, low blood pressure, dizziness, headaches, disorientation and brain damage 
(especially in children). Scientists urge people to avoid the “double whammy” of both chemicals 
until the products’ ingredients can be modified. 

For now, consider applying sunscreen during the day and insect repellants (if necessary) in 
the late afternoon or evening. (The bad effects are a problem only when the two products are used 
simultaneously.)” 

 Unfortunately for us, Dr. Gott’s advice doesn’t help when we are trying to avoid 
sunburn, deer flies, and deer ticks simultaneously. Perhaps the most prudent approach is to apply 
DEET only to hair and clothing, while applying sunscreen to exposed skin that’s not protected by 
a hat, long sleeves, and long pants. If that doesn’t work for you, you can become an armchair 
detectorist, or hunt only at night. 

[ Ed. note - ‘bold’ print is mine, to emphasize the importance of this article. You might 
look for ‘non-DEET’ repellants, like Skin-So Soft - be sure to read the label. ] 
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Minutes of Yankee Territory Coinshooters Meeting July 11, 2006: 
· The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. with 37 members and 5 visitors present. 
· The Secretary’s Report was accepted as published. 
· The Treasurer’s Report was read and accepted with a balance of $1,930.05 plus silver inventory of $192.43 at 
purchase cost. 
Announcements and Correspondence: 
· There was an article about the Cash Bash in several local newspapers. 
· Our August meeting will be at the library, as usual. 
· Tony Cwikla reported that First Texas Manufacturing Co. has bought Fisher. First Texas also makes Bounty 
Hunter and Tesoro. They will be bringing out a new Fisher line in the fall. They will honor all old lifetime 
warranties, but new machines will carry a 5-year warranty. 
· Tony Cwikla reported that the club Treasure Chest has been located. Richard MacRobbie reported that its 
contents are now valued at about $100. 
Old Business: 
· Dave Gregorski bought three books for the club library at discounted prices. 
· He also reported on the Club Outing at Rocky Neck. 
· Mark Sutcliffe reported that his attempts to contact people regarding a possible gold panning trip have not met 
with any success, 
· He also reported contacting Garrett Electronics regarding the Garrett Club Program, but has not received a 
reply. It appears that they have discontinued the program. 
New Business: 
· Rick Browne announced that he will try to hit 20 beaches in 3 days on the cape Cod Swing September 8-10. He 
will be dropping numbered tokens good for a chance at a gold or silver ring at a drawing to be held at 12:00 noon 
on Sunday at Craigville Beach in Barnstable. All members are invited and encouraged to go out to Cape Cod for 
part or all of the time. Good low tides are from September 7-11 [see below and page 5]. 
· Dave Gregorski announced that the July Club Outing will be at Misquamicut Beach in Rhode Island on July 
16th. 
· Tony Cwikla gave a presentation on the new Minelab XTerra 30. It’s a light-weight, single frequency 7.5KHz 
VLF detector with a concentric coil. Its companion models are the XTerra 50 that is available with two coils: 7.5 
and 18.75KHz, and the XTerra 70 that has three coils available, including one for gold prospecting. When you 
change the coil, it changes the machine. Minelab touts improved target I.D. and pinpointing with this series. 
· Discussed lifetime warranties, headphone repairs and Kellyco (horror) stories. 
· Nancy Webb was absent for the Attendance Drawing for one silver quarter, so Jane Browne won a silver dime. 
· Kimberly LaMontagne won the 1900-O Silver Dollar Raffle. 
· Fred Thompson won the 50/50 Raffle. 
· Challenge Master Dave Gregorski announced the following winners: John McQueen-Level 1, Richard 
MacRobbie-Levels 1 & 2, Dave Gregorski-Level 3. 

·Welcome to the following new members who joined in July: Tony Amato from Rockville, Dan Carrafa 
from Southington, Roger Moyles from Meriden, and Fred Thompson from New Haven. 
· The meeting adjourned at 8:46 p.m. 
   Respectfully submitted, Mark S. Sutcliffe, Secretary. 

[Ed. note - Mark has put together a nice tide chart for the Cape Cod Swing weekend. Copies are 
available at the August meeting, and perhaps Rick will have some at the Cape. Tides are very low, 
which means more access to all the ‘goodies’. It’s important to know, that the tides on the north / ‘bay 
side’ shore are different than those on the south / ‘ocean side’. 
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                            YTC Officers 
 
President, Chuck Anderson        860-944-9558 
           {nlsanderson@sbcglobal.net} 
         
Vice President,  Tony Cwikla        860-623-1153
    {CAPACTION@aol.com}
                             
Secretary, Mark Sutcliffe                  860-647-7541  
                                   {MSUTCL 1776@aol.com} 
 
Treasurer, Vince DiBattista              860-666-0270 
     {VDibattist@aol.com } 
 
Newsletter, Dave Gregorski               860-742-5836 
                                      {dgrookie@sbcglobal.net} 

Yankee Territory Coinshooters 
Code of Ethics 

Respect the rights and property of others. 
Never destroy historical or archeological artifacts. 
Observe all laws, whether national, state, or local. 
Aid law enforcement officials whenever possible. 

Leave the land and vegetation as it was. 
FILL IN ALL HOLES. 

Remove all trash and litter, take it with you when you 
leave. 

Remember that all coinshooters may be judged by the 
example YOU set. Always conduct yourself with 

courtesy and consideration toward others. 

T.C.  Metal Detectors 
Authorized dealer for Fisher, Tesoro, Minelab, 
Garrett, Troy, Bounty Hunter, Detectorpro, 

Whites, Lesche, RTG, and more 

Tony Cwikla, 23 Cornwall Drive,  
Windsor Locks, CT  06096 

860-623-1153 or  860-916-2506 
{29 years experience, oldest, largest dealer in the area} 

Member: Y.T.C., FMDAC 
Special discounts for members! 

FAX: 860-627-0593;  e-mail:  
CAPACTION@aol.com 

 
We also carry a full line of books, digging tools, sand 
scoops, headphones, extra coils, bags, pouches, etc. 

 
- We use what we sell and give expert advice free of charge. - 

Why not come in and see what we’re finding !! 

METAL DETECTORS and ACCESSORIES  

J & E ENTERPRISES of  
S. Yarmouth  

Factory Authorized Dealer for Fisher, Garrett, 
Minelab, Tesoro, & Whites. Coiltek coils, Covers, 
Headphones, Beach & Water Scoops, Books, Etc., 

Eleanor Hube, 54 Old Main St. at Forest Rd. 
South Yarmouth, MA 02664 

1-508-760-2100 
e-mail,  jetrhub2@verizon.net 

(Founding member of Yankee Territory Coinshooters) 

SALES, SERVICE & RENTALS 
Accepts Discover, Mastercard and Visa 

Will ship UPS 

(Special consideration for Y.T.C. members.) 

   Our long-time Northeast FMDAC Chapter 
President Tony D'Angelo passed away after his 
long battle with cancer. The 2006 Fall 
Convention in North Myrtle Beach, SC will be 
dedicated to his memory.  He leaves his wife, 
Lorraine. John Howard has been appointed to fill 
the vacancy. John ran against Tony in last fall's 
election. 
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July ‘Fun Hunt’ Report 
The timing turned out great…July 16 came in the 
middle of a heat wave. Even at the start of the 
hunt, the beach was crowded, so we had to wind 
our way between the blankets, coolers, etc. A 
rough count was 26 detectorists, and there were 
some additional family members present. 
The beach coughed up some nice stuff…and 
nearly everyone had 20-30 coins or more (‘high 
coin count’ was in the low 80’s, and there were a 
few others above 70 – excellent for 2 hours and 
20 minutes). 
Two members detected mostly in the water, as 
the surf was unusually kind (and the tide was 
quite low). One piece of silver and one of gold 
came from there. The wet/dry sand produced one 
piece of gold and 4 of silver…plus a Buffalo 
nickel and many other interesting items. 
Most went there own way afterwards...a few of 
us ate at Capt. Zack’s, a plain but decently priced 
place down the road. $15 in scratch tickets 
produced at least 2 winners. I was fortunate to 
have four $5 winners on one ticket, and I kept the 
$20 in my pocket. (Gotcha back!) 

Of note – Bob Cwikla was awarded a ‘good 
Samaritan’ prize – a beachgoer requested he look 
for a lost diamond ring. Bob searched briefly and 
found it. Thanks to all those who came out to 
share the evening. Everyone seemed to have a 
good time. Ed. 

New Books for the Club Library 
   As mentioned at last month’s meeting, a 
copy of a great book is now in our library, 
courtesy of a gift in memory of former 
member Art Lundberg. The title is Indian 
Trade Relics. 
   Another addition, donated by Vince 
DiBattista in memory of his sister, is 
Crosbey’s Early Coins of America, by 
Sylvester Crosby.  
   Two books purchased from the Y.T.C. 
treasury: Diecast Vehicles by Dan Stearns, 
and Colored Gemstones by Antoinette 
Maitlins.  
   The latter 3 books were purchased from 
Amazon.com by your editor, at a savings of 
roughly $40 from the local retail price. Be 
sure to check them out with your club 
librarian, John McQueen. 

A Reminder… 
Chuck Anderson is again coordinating an 
auction, serving as a Y.T.C. fundraiser. It will 
take place at the November meeting; however, 
donations are needed, and requested by the end 
of September so that the ‘auction list’ can be 
presented in the October Probe. 

Items that are ‘detecting-related’ usually gather 
more interest, such as accessories, books, etc. But 
other items are welcome (‘scratch tickets’ have 
been popular in the past, as add-ons.) 

Forlorn Lover Leaves Ring in Unlocked Car 
 
 WESTBOROUGH, Mass. (Dec. 15)   
An anonymous gift-giver, apparently depressed over 
a lost love, left a $15,000 diamond engagement ring 
in somebody else's unlocked car in a commuter 
parking lot. 
The ring came in a box topped with a white bow and 
accompanied by a note, which read: "Merry 
Christmas. Thank you for leaving your car door 
unlocked. Instead of stealing your car I gave you a 
present. Hopefully this will land in the hands of 
someone you love, for my love is gone now. Merry 
Christmas to you." 
A 37-year-old Northborough man found the three-
diamond, white gold ring on the seat of his car, which 
he had parked at the MBTA train station in 
Westborough on Dec. 7, The MetroWest Daily News 
of Framingham reported Thursday. He called police 
to report the find four days later, after he had the ring 
appraised. 
"This appears to be random, but we don't really 
know," said police Lt. Paul Donnelly. 
Police declined to identify the man. A police report 
said he had decided to keep the ring. 
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Win a GOLD RING at The 2006 Cape Cod Swing, hurricanes permitting! 
  
{ I will “lose” special tokens in both the sand and water as I detect. To win the GOLD 

RING: find a lost token and bring it to Craigville Beach Sunday at 11:00AM. If your token’s 
number is called, you will pick one of two envelopes. One will have a gold ring in it the other, a 
consolation silver ring for you to take home. Good Luck!    Rick Browne} 

  
Tides and Mother Nature will dictate the route, as always. I plan to leave New Hartford at 

1AM on Friday, September 8th. Winding my way through Connecticut I will pickup a caravan of 
followers. Or meet up with anyone who wishes to join the trek through 20 beaches in 2 1/2 days. 

After each AM tide we’re off to fresh water beaches then back for a 5PM tide. Only I know 
where we will be going and I have been known to change my mind. 

If you do not meet up with the group at the 5AM morning meeting place (see below), call 
(508) 760-2100 or stop in and talk with Eleanor (after 9AM). She will have the name of the beach 
to meet us at for the 5PM tide. Detecting will start at 5:30AM and go until 7:00PM (bring a 
flashlight). Because of the flexible schedule and depending on our speed and success at any one 
beach, it is unlikely you could catch up with us between tides,. So, plan ahead. 

Be at Craigville Beach on Sunday (Sept. 10) at 11AM sharp for “prizes”. Items detected 
between Friday AM and Sunday 11AM are eligible for a prize. After the prizes are handed out we 
will draw for the ring. Then it’s off to brunch and a freshwater rinse-off before heading home. 

As in previous years, you are free to go, detect and do what, where and when you wish. You 
do not have to stay with the entourage or follow the agenda, but you are welcome to. It has always 
been hectic, fun and sometimes rewarding! See you at 5AM SHARP! Don’t be late. 

Agenda for AM meetings and Dinners 
Friday    5:00AM Meeting Shell gas station Exit 9 off RT6 on RT 134 
    8:00PM Dinner  Marathon Seafood 231 Main St. (RT28) Dennis, 
     ¼ mile east of the Bass River – south side of the road 
Saturday   5:00AM Meeting McDonalds 1060 Rt28 Yarmouth at Forest Road, 
     north side of the road – near Eleanor's, J&E Enterprise 

      8:00PM Dinner  Hearth & Kettle 1196 RT28 Yarmouth,  ¾ mile 
            east of Forest Road – north side of the road 

Sunday      6:00AM Meeting Craigville Beach (Barnstable/Centerville) 

This year’s recommended hotels are: 
The Thunderbird Motel (800) 247-3006; Bass River Motel (508) 398-2488 or the 
Cape Cod Irish Village (508) 771-0100. 

Ed. note: I’ve attended a few of these, and they are great fun, plus you can learn a little 
about ‘where to detect’ at the Cape. Carpool and share a room to keep down the expense. Thanks to 
Rick for such thorough and well-organized instructions. Hope to see you there. 
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Bold, italics indicates the 
winners - submitted by 

Bob Cwikla, July, 2006. 

COIN    
 Gold/Silver   

Pre 1900  no entries  
    

Post 1899  Don Bogli 1903 Barber dime 
  Darren Wright 1951-S Franklin half dollar 
 Consolation Prize Joe Waldron 1909 Barber dime 
  Roy Wilbur 1959 Washington quarter 
  Sal Vetro 1928 Mercury dime 
    
 Other   

Pre 1900  Chris Bourque 1797 Draped Bust large cent 
  John McQueen King George III farthing 
  Ken Gudernatch 1866 Indian Head cent 
  Vince DiBattista no date large cent 
  Mark Sutcliffe no date Shield nickel 
    

Post 1899  Dave Gregorski 1984 50-peso & 1979 1-peso Mexican 
coins 

  Rick Browne 1977 Eisenhower dollar 
    
 Token no entries  
    

JEWELRY    
 Gold Rick Browne 14K chain & plated brass chain 
  Bob Tulay 14K wedding band 
  Vince DiBattista 14K ring 
  Ken Gudernatch 10K ring with amathyst & CZ stones 
    
 Silver Dave Gregorski sterling Boys Scout ring 
  Rich MacRobbie .925 necklace 
  Joe Waldron silver wire ring 
    
 Other Robert Belrose 1920's gold-plated propeller pin 
  Phil Skewes bracelet 
  John McQueen butterfly pendant necklace 
  Steve Gudernatch ring 
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By Bob Cwikla 

Don Bogli: 1903 Barber dime  This dime was found 9 inches deep in a wooded area, using a new 
Whites DFX detector. Don said it takes about a hundred hours to get to know a new machine. 
Chris Bourque: 1797 large cent  A third trip to an old foundation produced a very nice Draped 
Bust cent dug up from 5-6 inches in the woods. 
Dave Gregorski: 2 Mexican coins  Bent and fused together, these 2 coins were most likely used as 
a bottle-opener. And more than likely used to open Mexico’s Corona Extra beer bottles because the 
caps do not twist open. 
Rick Browne: 14K chain & junk chain  When asked  by people on the beach to locate their lost 
chains, Rick came up empty, because they pointed him in the wrong direction. He later found them 
after the people gave up and left. 
Dave Gregorski:  Cub Scout ring  While detecting a West Hartford school for the Wheat cent 
contest, Dave dug up a sterling ring, which gave him a “static-y” signal at 5 inches deep. 
Vince DiBattista: 2 Disney figurines  At the same school where Dave found the Cub Scout ring, 
Vince saw Lady & The Tramp and Pinnochio sticking up out of the dirt by a tree. 
Danny LaMontange: War of 1812 button  Following a pathway away from an old foundation 
produced a few old coins and buttons, including this artillery button found at 5 inches deep using a 
Whites. 
Chris Bourque: G.W. inaugural button  Found going down a small sloping hill a 6 inches deep. 
This is actually the second George Washington inaugural button dug up by Chris, only this time it’s 
a whole one. The first was a partial one. 
Consolation Prize: Joe Waldron  Joe said ‘thanks’ to the recent rain - it had helped contribute to 
finding a 1909 Barber dime 8 inches deep at a school he has hit before.  
 

RELIC    
 Toy    Vince DiBattista   2 pewter Disney figurines 
     Don Bogli    farm tractor 
     Dave Gregorski   "Jacks" game piece 
     Bob Cwikla    Matchbox car 
     Steve Gudernatch   car 
    
 Military    Danny LaMontagne   War of 1812 artillery button 
    
 Other    Chris Bourque   George Washinton Inaugural button 
     Bruce Morris    late 1700's Colonial button 
     Ray Dapkus    1907 Chaplin, Ct. dog tag 
     Ken Gudernatch   1700's pewter spoon 
     Bill Wright    small musket ball 
     Darren Wright    bullet 
     Mark Sutcliffe    gold-plated pen fragment 
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I’ll Never Know… 
By Dave Gregorski 

Heading back toward the truck, I’d just gotten a nice piece of Victorian jewelry, and was feeling pretty 
good. It was getting dark so I shut off my detector to call it a night. But I heard that ‘little voice’, telling 
me to give it a few more minutes. 

Within 10 feet I got that sweet, soft, high signal that always excites me. A possibility of old silver! The 
moist soil had enhanced the signal, and from 5 inches down, I got the target onto my drop cloth. I saw a 
glint of silver, and sure enough…but something wasn’t right. It turned out to be 2/3 of a Mercury dime, 
neatly cut on purpose! I said to myself, “Oh, well”, and headed home. No big deal, as I’d gotten plenty 
of Mercs in my detecting career. 

Gently brushing off my good targets under running water, I came to the dime – it was a 1916, in great 
shape. I turned it over to look for the ‘D’ mint mark – and of course, that part had been cut off! In that 
condition, such a coin would be worth over $1000. (Yes, I had looked for that other 1/3.) Granted, the 
odds would have been slim, but as the title of this piece says… . Just another anomaly that keeps this 
hobby so interesting. [As I write this, could that be the sound of those persnickety ‘detecting faeries’, 
laughing outside my window? Did they follow me home, or are they everywhere?  Nah…] 

Another First - A call to return a necklace 
By Rick Browne 

   The end of the summer had come with the celebration of Labor Day. The Life Guards had returned 
to school and the beaches were empty. With permission form a landowner and equipment in hand, 
Rich Janak and I were ready for the half mile hike to the swimming hole. Last year it had produced 
silver and gold. This year we hoped for a repeat.  
   I don't know if we were late, others cleaning up before we arrived, or it was a slow year. What ever 
the case, the beach was fairly clean, nothing like the year before. After an hour of disappointment we 
decided to leave. I was taking the final swings on my way out of the water, over an area the Rich had 
covered. But, as we all know, "no one gets it all".  
   A signal near blew my earphones off. . . the first scoop... and what a chain was in my sight. I had 
found a necklace with a charm. Look like silver to me. I was happy to say the least, after the hour of 
a few pennies. 
   Closer inspection proved the chain was a MedicAlert item. It had a registration number and a "call 
collect" phone number on the back. I called and had to talk fast between the operator and the person 
that answered the phone. When I was asked by the operator if this was an emergency, I had to speak 
fast to tell the answering party that I had found an emblem and wanted to return it. With that, the 
person said she would accept the charges.  
   Because of the privacy act, MedicAlert cannot give out information. But, what they did was to send 
a nice Thank You note, a postage paid return envelope and a promise to return the chain and charm 
to the owner. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS/HUNTS 

2006 Garrett Club Program:  apparently this ‘rebate’ bonus has been discontinued. 

September 17 (Sunday) - Coin Show @ the Polish National Home, 60 Charter Oak Ave., Hartford. 
Free admission and parking - call 203-877-1680 (Ed Doran) for details. Doors open at 9 A.M. 

Sept. 8-10 - Y.T.C. ‘fun hunt’ -  this weekend hunt is on Cape Cod; see page 5  for details 
on the ‘Cape Cod Swing’. 

Sept. 16 (Saturday) - Y.T.C. hunt on Block Island - details in Sept. Probe. 

October 7- 8 - Cash Bash 2006!  Save this weekend - see below for details - entry must 
be made by Sept. 15  ($15 late fee).          

Cash Bash 2006 
Join us for a great opportunity to detect ~300 acres of Colonial homestead and plowed 
fields in Woodbury, CT. Part of the weekend will be the National Metal Detecting 
League (NMDL) championship event, plus a ‘fun hunt’ with great prizes. Important 
note - the qualifier hunt for the NMDL is on Saturday morning at 8 A.M. 
Additional interests for the family - corn maze, relic/treasure displays, free hayrides, 
awards dinner, demos. Buy a pumpkin from the ‘host’ farmer and carve it for the Carved 
Pumpkin Contest. Pick up a CashBash 2006 application at a club meeting, or contact 
Jerry Burr at: 1-203-888-2761.  //    Kids and spectators get in for free - donations are 
needed and appreciated. Sunday noon is a free ‘kids’ hunt’ (under 12). 

Pricing for events, for those applying in time (by Sept. 15): 
Saturday - $30;  Saturday dinner - $20 (awards, speaker, door prizes);  Sunday - $30. 
Your payment will get you a 2006 NMDL membership.  

Events:   Saturday, October 7: 
  8-8:30 A.M. - NMDL team/individual qualifier hunt; 
  8:30 A.M. - 5 P.M. - Natural Finds hunt/contest;  
  3 P.M. - judging for best ‘natural finds’ 
  7 P.M. - awards dinner at Christ Church, rte. 188, Oxford 
       Sunday, October 8: 
  8 A.M. - 5 P.M. - hunt for natural finds 
  10 A.M. - NMDL championship hunt 
  11 - ‘fun hunt’, many prizes 
  Noon - Best Carved Logue Farm Pumpkin contest 
  Noon - free kid’s hunt 
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 Minutes of the Yankee Territory Coinshooters meeting August 8, 2006: 

· President Chuck Anderson called the monthly meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with 39 members and 1 visitor in 
attendance. 
· The Secretary’s Report was accepted as published. 
· The Treasurer’s Report was accepted as read with a balance of $1,895.83 plus silver inventory of $205.31. 
Announcements and Correspondence: 
· We received a hunt flier from the Genesee Valley Treasure Seekers club. 
· Tony D’Angelo, the President of the Northeast Chapter of the FMDAC, died in July. We sent a card to his widow. 
FMDAC President Duane Biller appointed John Howard of the Genesee Valley Treasure Seekers to replace Tony. 
Ken Gudernatch received a phone call from John, who is looking for someone to serve as the State FMDAC 
Representative from Connecticut. We have raffle tickets available for the drawing that will be held at the convention 
in Myrtle Beach, SC on November 10,11, & 12. May/June Quests arrived. 
· Vince suggested investigating possible club hunt sites at the Seaside Regional Center in Waterford and the site of an 
old spa in Suffield. 
Old Business: 
· Chuck needs donations for the November Auction to be delivered in September. 
·  Mark Sutcliffe reported that a club gold panning trip will not “pan out” this year because of the great delay in 
getting valid contact information. He will try to arrange a trip for next summer. A couple of members may attend an 
outing with the Green Mountain Prospectors of Vermont in late August on their claim in New Hampshire. 
· Rick Browne talked up the Cape Cod Fling in September. About 8 members indicated they planned to attend. He 
also reported that Eleanor Hube is planning to have knee surgery on September 13th and we wish her a speedy 
recovery. 
· Dave Gregorski reported on the Club Outing at Misquamicut in July. 
New Business: 
· Chuck Anderson announced the plans for a detecting trip to Block Island, RI on September 16th. Low tide at 
Point Judith is 10:15 a.m. The ferry departs from Pt. Judith around 9 a.m. The beach is a short walk from the ferry 
pier at Block Island, so we should be able to detect there from about 10 a.m. until 3 p.m., when the ferry departs for 
the mainland. Upon our return we can continue detecting the local beaches. Bring a picnic lunch. [See page 4 for 
more details.] 
· September’s program is undecided, October’s will be gold prospector Thomas Kunkler  [see story in this Probe, 
page 4]. November is the club’s fundraising auction. 
· Chuck introduced Jerry Burr, who spoke about his Cash Bash to be held at Logue Farms in Woodbury October 7 & 
8. He will be burying 1000 tokens for the competition hunt. Mike Scott of Outdoor outfitters in Wisconsin is speaker 
at the Saturday night dinner. There will be a concession trailer on-site, but no camping. The closest motel/hotel is the 
Southbury Hilton where the room rate starts at $129/night for 4 people. Mention the NMDL for a 20% discount. Hunt 
fees include NMDL membership through December. [See also page 10.] 
· Chuck introduced the evening’s featured speaker, jeweler and goldsmith Mike Russo of Bristol. He has been in the 
jewelry business for 31 years and turned Bruce Morris’s scrap gold rings into a solid gold belt buckle. He gave a very 
entertaining presentation and described how you can cast your own gold objects by carving a form into a lump of 
charcoal, then melting the scrap gold with a propane torch while sprinkling on a bit of borax to remove impurities. He 
has a web site: www.montagejewelers.com and has written a book: The Love of Fine Jewelry - There’s More You 
Need to Know. He welcomes detectorists at his shop at 104 Stafford Ave. in Forestville (860) 589-5056. 
· Roy Wilbur won 2 silver quarters in the Attendance Drawing. 
· Joe Waldron won the 50/50 Raffle. 
· Don Bogli won the 1885 Silver Dollar Raffle. 
· Challenge Master Dave Gregorski announced the following winners: Ken Briody-Level 1, Steve Beauregard-Level 
2, and John McQueen-Level 2. 
· We welcomed new member Frank Dennis of East Haddam. 
· The meeting adjourned at 8:58 p.m. 
· Respectfully submitted, Mark S. Sutcliffe, Secretary. 
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President, Chuck Anderson        860-944-9558 
           {nlsanderson@sbcglobal.net} 
         
Vice President,  Tony Cwikla        860-623-1153
    {CAPACTION@aol.com}
                             
Secretary, Mark Sutcliffe                  860-647-7541  
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Yankee Territory Coinshooters 
Code of Ethics 

Respect the rights and property of others. 
Never destroy historical or archeological artifacts. 
Observe all laws, whether national, state, or local. 
Aid law enforcement officials whenever possible. 

Leave the land and vegetation as it was. 
FILL IN ALL HOLES. 

Remove all trash and litter, take it with you when you 
leave. 

Remember that all coinshooters may be judged by the 
example YOU set. Always conduct yourself with 

courtesy and consideration toward others. 

T.C.  Metal Detectors 
Authorized dealer for Fisher, Tesoro, Minelab, 
Garrett, Troy, Bounty Hunter, Detectorpro, 

Whites, Lesche, RTG, and more 

Tony Cwikla, 23 Cornwall Drive,  
Windsor Locks, CT  06096 

860-623-1153 or  860-916-2506 
{29 years experience, oldest, largest dealer in the area} 

Member: Y.T.C., FMDAC 
Special discounts for members! 

FAX: 860-627-0593;  e-mail:  
CAPACTION@aol.com 

 
We also carry a full line of books, digging tools, sand 
scoops, headphones, extra coils, bags, pouches, etc. 

 
- We use what we sell and give expert advice free of charge. - 

Why not come in and see what we’re finding !! 

METAL DETECTORS and ACCESSORIES  

J & E ENTERPRISES of  
S. Yarmouth  

Factory Authorized Dealer for Fisher, Garrett, 
Minelab, Tesoro, & Whites. Coiltek coils, Covers, 
Headphones, Beach & Water Scoops, Books, Etc., 

Eleanor Hube, 54 Old Main St. at Forest Rd. 
South Yarmouth, MA 02664 

1-508-760-2100 
e-mail,  jetrhub2@verizon.net 

(Founding member of Yankee Territory Coinshooters) 

SALES, SERVICE & RENTALS 
Accepts Discover, Mastercard and Visa 

Will ship UPS 

(Special consideration for Y.T.C. members.) 

We Wish a Speedy Recovery… 
...to Carol Janak, following a medical 

procedure in early September. 
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Block Island ‘Fun Hunt’ (Beach) 
Chuck Anderson has chosen Saturday, 
Sept. 16, as the day to share in this 
adventure (no rain date). We will gather at 
the Point Judith (RI) ferry parking lot, at 
8:30 A.M.  sharp! The trip will last about an 
hour (‘regular-speed’ ferry), and the round-
trip cost is ~$20., with a small discount for 
seniors or if we have 25 or more attendees.  

People can choose to return on the 3, 5, or 7 
P.M. ferry. Those leaving on the early ride 
will have time to detect other RI beaches.  

The beach  is a short walk from the ferry 
landing. If a couple of us bring a back-up 
detector, that should cover any malfunctions. 
Please bring a lunch and drinks - there might 
be food available nearby, but remember this 
is already ‘off-season’.  

Car pooling is suggested, as the trip takes 
around 1-3/4+ hours from central CT. 

Maps will be available at the meeting, or try 
‘Mapquest’ online, for the Point Judith ferry. 

October Speaker: Tom Kunkler 
Gold Prospector Extraordinaire 

[Y.T.C. meeting - October 10] 
 
 Thomas A. Kunkler of Bristol is founder and 
President/CEO of TAK Enterprises, Inc., an ISO 
9001 certified company that has provided quality 
products and services to the wire and strip 
fabrication industry since 1981. In his personal 
life he is an avid detectorist, gold prospector, and 
relic hunter who has traveled widely in search of 
adventure. His success at detecting gold has 
earned him the nickname “Golden Tom.” You 
won’t want to miss his talk. 
 
 Tom will give a presentation on his detecting 
trips to the Clark-Wilz Mine at Ganes Creek, 
Alaska. During his 12-day trip in 2005, he found 
gold every day. He found a total of twenty-seven 
nuggets totaling 16½ ounces with his White’s 
MXT. His largest nugget weighed in at a hefty 9 
ounces! That trip was written up in the April 
2006 issue of ICMJ’s Prospecting and Mining 
Journal. 

For a preview, check out these web sites: 
http://pg.photos.yahoo.com/ph/golden_tom/my_p
hotos 
http://www.clark-wiltz.com 

Lettered Edges on U.S. Coins 
Fifty-cent coins issued from the 1794 Flowing 
Hair dollar to the first 1836 Capped Bust half 
dollars bear a lettered edge. Edge devices were 
introduced on coins to prevent the crime of 
clipping – i.e., the shaving of small slivers of 
precious metal from the edges of gold and silver 
coins. These clippings, when combined with 
shavings from other coins, could be melted down 
(and sold) as bullion. 
The first silver half dollars were given an edge 
inscription: ‘Fifty Cents or half a Dollar’. The 
edge legend was added to the coin before 
striking, unlike modern reeded edge coins, on 
which the edge device is formed at the same time 
as the obverse and reverse sides.                     
[From Coin Values, 12/1/03.] 
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Greed vs. Gratitude 
Dave Gregorski 

At times in our lives, it may seem that we don’t have ‘enough’. Enough money, fun, friends, 
etc., etc.  It is human nature to want things, and I find that there is usually an ebb and flow in 
being satisfied. This extends to my detecting experiences, usually related to the 
amount/quality of my ‘finds’. 

But our great hobby has lessons to teach, if only we can ‘see’. A case in point: I had been 
detecting an old site for months, periodically coming up with an old coin or two. My 
‘collection’ of pre-1890 Indians, especially, was impressive. (To date, I have no ‘period’ 
silver from there…but that could be my next target!) 

One evening, close to sunset, I got a loud, high-end signal that was too broad for a coin. 
Probably a piece of copper pipe, and pretty shallow. But in case it was a nice relic, I began to 
dig. In a minute I had a modern penny and dime in my hand, and there was still a signal 
coming from the spot. A ‘little voice’ beckoned me – “It’s only a modern coin spill. Move on 
before it gets too dark – the coin of your dreams may be 20 feet ahead!” The voice was very  
insistent, and seemed to come from my left shoulder. I turned my head quickly and swear I 
saw a reddish blur, and something like a little tail whipping about. Must be the lighting, 
playing tricks. 

Pausing briefly, I heard another voice – quieter, sweeter – easier to ignore. Yet this time I paid 
attention. “You’ve been given a gift here. Be grateful, and don’t turn your back on it.”  It was 
more like I felt these words than heard them – and yes, they seemed to come from my right 
shoulder. 
I composed myself, and continued to dig. A nickel – modern. Then a nice surprise – a clad 
half! Sure, it wasn’t silver, but ANY half is a good find in these times of over-hunted areas 
and modern technology. A few pennies. Then as it was getting too hard to see – another clad 
half!! True story. 

I stopped in amazement, remembering the sequence of events of the last few minutes. 
It’s not always the case that when you listen to your intuition, you get instant feedback that 
you did the right thing. But this is the way it happened for me. Yes, the halves were a gift, one 
which I almost rejected by striving for ‘glory’. The real gift was a lesson about gratitude – and 
I’m still wondering whether that soft glow over my right shoulder was a firefly.  
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Bold, italics indicates the 
winners - submitted by Bob 

Cwikla, August, 2006 

COIN    
 Gold/Silver   

Pre 1900  Carl Muller 1887 Seated Liberty dime 
  Bruce Morris 1898 Barber quarter 
    

Post 1899  Bill Wright 1944 Mercury dime 
    
 Other   

Pre 1900  Dave Gregorski 1864 2-cent piece 
 Consolation Prize Darren Wright 1864 2-cent piece 
    

Post 1899  Roger Moyles 1909 VDB Lincoln cent 
  John McQueen 1920 Buffalo nickel 
  Rick Browne 1996  5-dollar Jamaican coin 
  Bob Cwikla 1993 Egyptian 25-piastres 
    
 Token/medal Vince DiBattista "Dad I love you" medal 
  Ken Gudernatch 1-dollar Mohegan Sun gambling chip 
  ????? Jesters Gameland token 
    

JEWELRY    
 Gold Rick Browne 14K chain with 14K name pendant 
  Roger Moyles 14K earring 
  Ken Briody 10K white gold ring 
    
 Silver Joe Waldron .925 Lion head (1 oz.) 
  Bruce Morris sterling ankle bracelet with cz stones 
  Ken Gudernatch medallion with diamonds 
  Bob Tulay 8" bracelet & 24" chain 
  Dave Gregorski ‘Ankh’ ring 
    
 Other Bob Cwikla 14K gold filled crucifix 
  Chuck Anderson buckle bracelet 
  Vince DiBattista large heart charm & chain 
  Steve Gudernatch earring 
  Roy Wilbur ring 
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By Bob Cwikla 

Carl Muller: 1887 dime  This Seated Liberty was found near a log that had to be moved to dig the 5-6 
inches needed to recover it. 
Bill Wright: 1944 Mercury dime  Working very slow and over-lapping swings produced this Merc in a school 
yard frequently hunted. 
Dave Gregorski: 1864 2-cent piece  Unearthed next to an iron bolt, which gave a “scratchy” signal. There is 
one unusual thing about this coin. It has a reverse imprint of a “5” from a shield nickel on one side. 
Roger Moyles: 1909 VDB cent  On newly hunted private land, Roger pulled out this Wheatie in an area 
covered with low-lying plants. Dug up from 5 inches with a Whites detector. 
Vince DiBattista: “Dad I Love You” medal  After a fireworks display in his town, Vince recovered 5 dollars 
in change and this medal the next morning. 
Rick Browne: 14k chain & pendant  Scooped up at a public fresh water area with a Minelab. The chain is 
made with yellow and white gold, and the pendant has no plexiglass backing like some do. 
Joe Waldron: .925 Lion’s head  Found at a school yard at 3 inches deep. This large piece weighs in at a 
hefty 1 oz. 
Roger Moyles: tow truck  Along with other items (door handles,e.g.), Roger dug up this toy on private land 
with a Whites detector. 
Ken Gudernatch: I.D. badge  “Capt. J. O. Lathrop” is the name on this old plate. Researching the name, 
Ken thinks it could be as old as the Revolutionary War era. Found in a wooded area on public land. 
Danny LaMontagne: 1800’s silver spoon  At first Danny thought he dug up a piece of aluminum, because 
it was bent. Turned out to be a very nice old initialed spoon dating back to 1810-1850. 
 
Consolation Prize: Darren Wright  Starting 50 feet out in a private wooded area, Darren’s first signal 
produced a 1864 2-cent piece at only 2 inches deep. 
President’s Award: Bob Tulay  While cleaning his jewelry find 2 days after he found it, Bob discovered it 
was a 8” bracelet attached to a 24” chain, making a very large and heavy piece of silver. 

RELIC    
  Toy  Roger Moyles    tow truck 
    Vince DiBattista    Tonka 56' Chrysler car 
    John McQueen    steam roller 
    Chuck Anderson   bulldozer 
    Steve Gudernatch   truck 
    
  Military  Ken Gudernatch   Revolutionary War ID badge 
    Dave Gregorski    U.S. Navy button (post 1852) 
    
  Other  Danny LaMontagne   early 1800's initialed silver spoon 
    Ray Dapkus    partial Colonial shoe buckle 
    Darren Wright    Colonial shoe buckle 
    Ken Briody    Colonial buckle 
    Bob Tulay    Casio watch (running) 
    Bob Cwikla    double-edged razor blade case 
    ???????    Bayer Aspirin cap 
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More of… 
...you’re either over the hill or very close to it if you remember: 
 
  - that WDRC’s “Swinging 60 Survey” would inform Hartford area teenagers each week about the 
current top-60 songs. 
 - that WPOP was its rival in popularity among the teen crowd. 
 - that Perry Como was a barber before he became a singing star. 
 - that there was no such thing as cranberry juice…except for the little bit of liquid left on the plate after 
the cranberry sauce was gone. 
 - that Life was America’s favorite magazine, with Look coming in second. 
 - that your shopping bag would include Duz Detergent, Sweetheart Soap, and Shredded Ralston 
Cereal. 
 - that in high school, you bought your Levis for $5 a pair at Regal’s Men’s Store on Main St. in 
Manchester (and also at Vernon Circle). 
 - that all lunch boxes were metal 
  
[From an article by Richard Tambling in the Journal Inquirer, November, 2004.] 
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August 4, 2006  
Lost ring is kid stuff for a master finder 

 
SOUTH YARMOUTH - Eleanor Hube finds things for people. ''This year there's been a 
tremendous amount of people losing things,'' Hube, 64, said while standing behind the counter in 
her small shop on Forest Road.  
Last week, it was 18-year-old Lindsay Coughlin's turn. Coughlin's family is from Longmeadow. 
They were staying at a cottage they rented for two weeks in West Yarmouth. While throwing a 
football with her father and brother at Seagull Beach on July 24, a silver claddagh ring Coughlin's 
boyfriend gave her on her last birthday slipped off her finger and into the water. ''It was more 
sentimental than valuable,'' Coughlin said.  
After an initial search proved fruitless, the family decided to go high tech. Hube's business, J&E 
Enterprises of South Yarmouth, is the first of two Cape Cod shops listed under metal detecting 
equipment in the yellow pages, where the Coughlins found the help they needed. Hube rented the 
Coughlins a metal detector for a half day but told the family that if they didn't have any luck, she 
would help. After two hours of searching, the family still hadn't found the ring.  
When the Coughlins reported the bad news, Hube closed her store and called in the troops. Hube, 
who needs two knee braces to get around when she leaves her shop, arrived at the beach with her 
sister, a friend and another ''detector specialist.'' ''Her friends were so helpful and selfless,'' 
Coughlin said. ''They could have been doing anything else.''  
After another hour searching with four metal detectors, they found the ring. ''I thought it was 
amazing, especially since she had two knee injuries,'' Coughlin said of Hube. ''It was just as 
important to her as it was to me.''  
Hube insists detecting is more than waving detectors over the ground, and when she talks about 
soil types and the effects of tides on a lost item's location, she becomes serious and focused. ''You 
have to be methodical,'' she said.  
Hube's South Yarmouth shop contains the bounty of her methodical approach to finding what has 
been lost. Beneath a glass counter top, old coins, rings, arrow points and bullets from the Civil 
War testify to Hube's three decades in the business of recovering lost items. She advertises when 
she finds something and keeps a file on where and when each item is found. Hube worked with 
her husband in Connecticut for 25 years. She has been in business on Cape Cod for the past eight 
years.  
Police in Connecticut once used her talents while looking for a murder weapon. ''Metal detecting 
changed our lives totally,'' she said. Hube's husband, Jack, died in 1995, but he is still 
remembered by detector specialists who participate in an annual February detection competition 
''hunt'' in his honor.  
But for Hube, the competition is not as important as helping people. A plaque beneath the glass 
counter in her shop reads: ''Goodwill is the one and only asset that competition cannot undersell 
or destroy.'' 

[Ed. note: Eleanor is co-founder of the Yankee Territory Coinshooters. She was awarded an 
honorary lifetime membership a few years ago. Her contributions to our hobby have been 
immense - in large part by her just being who she is.] 



- 10 - 

September 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS/HUNTS 

Sept. 16 (Saturday) - Y.T.C. hunt on Block Island - details on page 4. 
September 17 (Sunday) - Coin Show @ the Polish National Home, 60 Charter Oak Ave., Hartford. 
Free admission and parking - call 203-877-1680 (Ed Doran) for details. Doors open at 9 A.M. 

October 7- 8 - Cash Bash 2006!  Save this weekend - see August Probe for details - entry 
must be made by Sept. 15  ($15 late fee).  Lodging - Crowne Plaza (203-598-7600) is the closest and 
the nicest. They will give a discount if you mention NMDL. It is still a little expensive at $129.00 per night but it is 
a 4 star hotel with two double beds or up to 4 people, so if you shared, it wouldn't be bad. Other than that the 
Waterbury area hotels like Holiday Inn Express are fairly close and probably cheaper. 

Editorial Letter 
 
  The Federation has become very concerned about the dearth of young people taking up the 
hobby of metal detecting. The leaders bemoan the fact that the average age of many clubs is over 50. 
They say that the future of clubs and detecting is bleak if we don’t attract more children into the hobby. 
I disagree. 
 
  In the twenty-three years that I have been a member of Yankee Territory Coinshooters, I have 
seen children come and go. I have seen a few who were avid detectorists in their own right, and others 
who were only members because mom or dad had the idea that detecting would be a good family 
activity. In no case have I seen a child continue membership into adulthood or return to the club after 
several years’ hiatus (perhaps I haven’t been around long enough). 
 
  We are currently blessed with some great kids who are really into detecting. I hope that they 
will eventually make a liar out of me, but as I see it: boys discover girls, girls discover boys, and the 
metal detectors go into the closet. That’s just that way it is. Why waste time, energy, and money 
fretting over a problem that doesn’t exist? The hobby, at least from our club’s perspective, is healthy. 
Like most organizations, our membership has fluctuated, but we continue to attract and retain new 
members of all ages. But detecting is, by and large, an adult activity. 
 
  I think that adults are more likely than children to get involved in detecting and stick with it. 
Transportation, and the cost of a detector are certainly factors (though I understand that a very good 
starter machine can be had for about the same price as an X-Box system, whatever that is), but I think 
that detecting requires a level of maturity and focus that most children lack. Childhood is all about 
trying lots of different things until you find something you really like. But then, how many of us adults 
are still pursuing our childhood hobbies? 
 
  I’m all for efforts to give children the opportunity to experience the fun and excitement of 
responsible treasure hunting. Metal detecting merit badges for Boy and Girl Scouts, as advocated by 
the FMDAC, seem like worthwhile initiatives. But let’s not delude ourselves into thinking that we’d 
swell the ranks of our clubs if we could only put a detector under every child’s Christmas tree. 
 
 Mark Sutcliffe    
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Minutes of Yankee Territory Coinshooters meeting September 12, 2006: 

·  The monthly meeting was called to order at 7:12 p.m. with 49 members and 4 visitors. 
·  The Secretary’s Report was accepted as published. 
·  The Treasurer’s Report was accepted as read with a balance of $1,723.87 plus silver inventory of 
$182.87 at purchase cost. 
Announcements and Correspondence: 
·  This was Bob Tulay’s last meeting because he is moving to North Carolina. 
·  Eleanor Hube was to undergo knee replacement surgery on the 13th, and Carol Janak is having a stent 
replaced. 
·  The club received a note of thanks for a ring returned by Everett Berube. 
·  Vince DiBattista shared information about the “Source to Sound” beach cleanup with the suggestion 
that the club look into participating. 
·  Bruce Morris distributed gold alloy scrap value charts provided by last month’s speaker, Mike Russo. 
Chuck Anderson gave Mike a restaurant gift certificate in appreciation for his speaking to the club. 
·  Next month’s [October] speaker will be “Golden Tom” Kunkler talking about his gold detecting 
exploits in Alaska. 
·  Chuck reminded members of the upcoming Block Island trip [see page 4 for report]. 
·  Richard MacRobbie reported favorably on a gold prospecting trip he attended in New Hampshire with 
the Green Mountain Prospectors of Vermont. 
Old Business: 
·  Chuck reminded members of the upcoming November Auction [see page 9 for Auction List]. 
·  Rick Browne reported on the Cape Cod Fling. 13 members participated in the weekend event. A core 
group logged 250 miles, 21 hours detecting, and hit 13 beaches in 2½ days. 7 gold rings (including one 
with 65 diamonds), 7 silver rings, a 14kt. money clip, a Tiffany platinum ring, and a silver necklace 
were found prior to noon Sunday. New member Robert Belrose found an 1852 silver 3-cent piece in a 
freshwater pond that has been detected for decades. The most coins found by one person was 148. 
Richard MacRobbie won a silver ring in the drawing. 
·  Rick also delivered a heartfelt ode to Bob Tulay, who responded with a few of the reasons why he is 
moving to Seven Lakes, NC: better bass fishing, warmer weather, and year-round detecting. A farewell 
dinner will be held for Bob and his wife on Sept. 22nd. 
·  Danny LaMontagne and Chris Bourque gave a fascinating presentation on their two years of relic and 
coin hunting in the woods. Their first old find was an 18th century Irish halfpenny. That was all it took 
to spark their interest. Since then they have done extensive research and logged many miles of hiking 
and four-wheeling to detect old cellar holes. They go out every Saturday at the crack of dawn and their 
Washington Inaugural buttons are proof of the value of their dedication. They are both currently using 
Whites DFX’s and their oldest coins date from 1724. They recommend digging the low target numbers, 
and returning to the same sites again and again with different-sized coils. 
·  Bob Belrose won the 50/50 Raffle. 
·  Jeff Pelletier won the 1880 Silver Dollar Raffle. 
·  Ed Schoenrock won the Attendance Drawing for one silver quarter. 
·  Challenge Master Dave Gregorski announced that Joe Waldron had attained Level 3. 
Edward Sobota of Bristol, and Jamie Chamberland of Manchester joined at the meeting. 
·  Respectfully submitted, Mark S. Sutcliffe, Secretary. 



- 3 - 

October 
 

                            YTC Officers 
 
President, Chuck Anderson        860-944-9558 
           {nlsanderson@sbcglobal.net} 
         
Vice President,  Tony Cwikla        860-623-1153
    {CAPACTION@aol.com}
                             
Secretary, Mark Sutcliffe                  860-647-7541  
                                   {MSUTCL 1776@aol.com} 
 
Treasurer, Vince DiBattista              860-666-0270 
     {VDibattist@aol.com } 
 
Newsletter, Dave Gregorski               860-742-5836 
                                   {dgrookie@sbcglobal.net} 

Yankee Territory Coinshooters 
Code of Ethics 
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courtesy and consideration toward others. 
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Tony Cwikla, 23 Cornwall Drive,  
Windsor Locks, CT  06096 

860-623-1153 or  860-916-2506 
{29 years experience, oldest, largest dealer in the area} 

Member: Y.T.C., FMDAC 
Special discounts for members! 

FAX: 860-627-0593;  e-mail:  
CAPACTION@aol.com 

 
We also carry a full line of books, digging tools, sand 
scoops, headphones, extra coils, bags, pouches, etc. 

 
- We use what we sell and give expert advice free of charge. - 

Why not come in and see what we’re finding !! 

METAL DETECTORS and ACCESSORIES  

J & E ENTERPRISES of  
S. Yarmouth  

Factory Authorized Dealer for Fisher, Garrett, 
Minelab, Tesoro, & Whites. Coiltek coils, Covers, 
Headphones, Beach & Water Scoops, Books, Etc., 

Eleanor Hube, 54 Old Main St. at Forest Rd. 
South Yarmouth, MA 02664 

1-508-760-2100 
e-mail,  jetrhub2@verizon.net 

(Founding member of Yankee Territory Coinshooters) 

SALES, SERVICE & RENTALS 
Accepts Discover, Mastercard and Visa 

Will ship UPS 

(Special consideration for Y.T.C. members.) 

Our Best Wishes… 
...go to Eleanor Hube, our co-founder. In mid-
September she had knee replacement surgery. 
We hope for quick healing, so she can return to 
the hobby she so loves. 
Also, Carol Janak is doing well, and she sends 
her thanks for all the Y.T.C. support. 
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A ‘Goodbye’ to a Long-time Friend 
Bob Tulay, who first joined Y.T.C. in July, 
1988,  said farewell to us in late September, 
as he and his wife began their journey to 
their new home in North Carolina. Over the 
years, Bob regaled us with stories of his 
many metal detecting adventures, providing 
a fun and personal touch to this great 
hobby. He also served the club in various 
functions. 

[Ed. note:A number of us gave Bob and his 
wife a going-away pizza dinner on Sept. 
22.] 

You can’t think of Bob without 
remembering his awesome collection of 
gold and silver jewelry - and his collection 
of detected coins and relics is as 
impressive. But most of all, we’ll remember 
his friendliness toward other members, and 
sharing his interest and expertise in the 
hobby. We will miss him, and wish him the 
best in his new adventure. 

Block Island Hunt Report 
By Dave Gregorski 

It’s hard to tell about seaside weather sometimes. 
The threat of morning drizzle and uncomfortably 
high seas dissolved into a fabulous day - sunny 
with a cooling breeze, and seas quite calm, 
except for the usual Rhode Island ‘rollers’.  
Seven detectorists (plus 2 family members) got a 
nice vantage point on the upper deck of the 
‘traditional’ (i.e., slower) ferry. Unfortunately, a 
group of around 6 (including family) didn’t quite 
get there on time, and we waved to them as we 
pulled out of the slip. Rumor has it they spent the 
low tide detecting nearby beaches.  
We had a choice to make - 5 ended up hunting 
the dry sand on a roughly 50X200 yard beach, 
and 2 chose to detect the calmer waters of a 
much longer beach. The dry sand produced, 
albeit the targets were largely deep and the 
signals were not at all solid. I estimate that we 
pulled out around 400 coins, with a face value of 
$40. Surprisingly, only one nice ring was found - 
Steve Beauregard got his first ever gold ring, a 
nice 10K with a pretty light blue stone, plus a 
couple small diamonds.  
I think I won the prize for carry-on gear - I had a 
large bag containing everything...gear, food, 
boots, etc. I had to weigh it when I got home - 35 
pounds. No wonder I was pooped - I quit hunting 
after 3-1/2 hours. Two of us did take a leisurely 
mid-day break, and got something to eat and 
drink at Ballard’s.  
We can only speculate about the quantity of finds 
- 2 people I talked with said they had seen other 
detectorist on the beaches. They sure missed a 
lot. The ‘quarter count’ was high. Chuck detected 
only for 2 hours, then spent the rest of the day 
with family biking/shopping around the island. 
(The waterhunters, I found out later,  also found 
large numbers of coins...but no ‘precious’ 
jewelry.) 
Many thanks to Chuck for arranging this unusual 
‘fun hunt’. We all had a great time in a unique 
setting. And no one got seasick!  

‘Cape Cod Swing’ Report 
 Most of this is from ‘distant memory’, but I’ll 
give you a few highlights. The weather for Sept. 
8-10 was perfect. The company was great. 
Richard MacRobbie won the silver ring ‘token 
prize’. It was great to see Eleanor, sad that she 
still couldn’t detect until her knee(s) operation. 

The detecting was fabulous for the waterhunters, 
and so-so for us ‘sandsifters’ - word is that many 
of the beaches we detected had already been 
scoured earlier in the week.  

See ‘Minutes, Old Business’ on page 2 for more 
details. I (and I’m sure everyone) greatly 
appreciated Rick Browne’s efforts and sharing. 
As promised, the tide did go WAY out. Most of 
my ‘good stuff’ came at the waterline, which 
would normally be under water.    Ed. 
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FARM FIELD RELIC HUNTING TIPS 
 

 by Barry Wainright 
NebraskaLand Metal Detecting Club 

March 1998 
 
   Try this... the next time you venture out into a farm field to do some relic hunting, walk right 
smack out in the middle of it and hunt in a circular fashion outward, like a spiral. Do this for 
about a 100 yard diameter. If no hot spots are found, then go into the immediate corner closest to 
the farmhouse if there is one, if not, just go into any old corner. Start from the very corner and 
work along the perimeters edge for about 1000 yards each way, then go back to the very corner 
and walk and work your way diagonally toward the center of the field for about another 100 
yards. If absolutely no hot spots are found hunting in this fashion, then don't waste your time and 
move onto another farm field as there are thousands around and start this process all over again. I 
can guarantee you that through persistence, sooner or later you will come across a treasure laden 
field. 
 
   All the while hunting, keep a close eye out for tell-tale signs of Colonial habitation. Look for 
things such as old red clay brick, sandstone, pottery shards, clam shells, broken colored glass, 
broken pieces of white clay pip sterns, etc.. If such items are discovered, then you are on and in a 
colonial site. Buckle down and overlap and work the site more slowly. Also, hunt the higher 
elevations first as they could be the site on where the old house stood. Also, if a lot of signals are 
given in the lower depressions, it could be the trash site. These old trash pits could possess a lot 
of old collectible bottles and other antique things. 
 
   Most coin shops sell a special oil for the preservation of coins. If you are serious about 
protecting your old coppers, you should purchase a bottle of this stuff. As soon as you find an old 
copper like a Large cent or state issued copper, immediately dip a cotton cue tip into the oil and 
rub it all over the entire coin's surface. Not only will it prevent further deterioration from the 
oxygen, but it will also clean it at the same time, bringing to life more detail that otherwise 
couldn't be seen with the naked eye. Also, purchase a jeweler's eyepiece for further examination 
of the coin's detail. Include these items into your possibility bag as well. 
 
   These are just some pointers that I have learned from my experience. Good luck & happy relic 
hunting. Maybe I will see you in the field. 

The Senility Prayer 
God grant me the Senility to forget the people I never liked anyway, the good fortune to run into the 

ones I do, and the eyesight to tell the difference. 

[From the I.T.T.H.C. Treasure News, Sept., 2001. I obviously LOVE this, as it shows up in the Probe 
quite frequently!   Ed.] 
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Bold, italics indicates the 
winners - submitted by Bob 

Cwikla, Sept., 2006 

COIN    
 Gold/Silver   

Pre 1900  Darren Wright   1892-1907 spill, 6 quarters, 10 dimes & 
10 "V" nickels 

    
  Carl Muller 3 Seated Liberty dimes 
  Bob Belrose 1852 3-cent piece 
  Rick Browne 1863 half dime 
    

Post 1899  Bob Cwikla 1900 Barber half dollar 
  Richard Walanski 1913 Barber dime 
  Rich MacRobbie 1950 Franklin half dollar 
    
 Other   

Pre 1900  Bob Ellis 1788 Mass. Copper 
  John Mcqueen large cent 
  Chris Bourque 1787 Conn. Copper 
  Ray Dapkus 1802 large cent 
  John Hardin 1887 Indian Head cent 
    

Post 1899  Dave Gregorski 1972 Eisenhower dollar 
  Chuck Anderson coin spill of 81 coins 
  Vince DiBattista 1901 Indian Head cent 
  Steve Gudernatch Canadian cent 
    
 Token/medal Mike Giannetti 4 MBTA tokens 
  Jeff Pelletier token 
  V. Taylor Jepers"Great Smile every Day" token 
  Joe Waldron 1994 Chucky Cheese token 

 
JEWELRY    

 Gold Bob Tulay 24K crucifix 
  Rick Browne 14K ring with blue saphire & 6 diamonds 
  Bruce Morris 14K ring with 5 diamonds 
  Phil Skewes 1960 10K class ring 
  Mike Giannetti 1955 10K class ring 
  Rich MacRobbie 14K white gold ring 
    
 Silver Vince DiBattista sterling ring with 3 black onyx stones 
  V. Taylor crucifix 
 Consolation Prize Dave Gregorski antique ring 
 Mark Sutcliffe fairy pendant 
   

Other Roger Moyles bracelet 
 Everett Berube Mavada watch 
 Bob Cwikla gold filled locket with photos 
 Bob Belrose ring? 
 Joe Waldron ring? 
 Steve Gudernatch copper belt ring 
 Roy Wilbur ring  
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By Bob Cwikla 

Darren Wright: 1892-1907 coin spill  This tremendous cache consisted of 6 Barber quarters, 10 Barber dimes, and 10 
“V” nickels. All dug up by a tree near an old mill site at an average depth of 4 inches. Some of us only dream of locating a 
find like this! 

Bob Cwikla: 1909 Barber half  By far the best find coming out of a private yard where a Victorian house is located. Bob 
plans on going back to finish detecting the other half of the yard he didn’t hunt. 

Bob Ellis: 1788 Mass. Copper  At 7:35 p.m. Bob’s last signal before dark produced this old copper at 4 inches deep. 
This site also previously produced several old coppers including a 1724 George I. 

Dave Gregorski: 1972 Eisenhower dollar  Dave’s first “Ike” dollar was found 2 inches deep at low tide on a Hyannis 
beach in Cape Cod using a Minelab detector. 

Mike Giannetti: 4 MBTA tokens  Found at a local park stacked one on top of the other. 

Bob Tulay: 24K crucifix  Using a 1280 Fisher in fresh water, Bob received a “junk” signal. Turned out to be a very nice 
24K piece. Bob hunted for several hours after to find the chain, but to no avail.  

Vince DiBattista: sterling ring  Detecting a favorite spot (play-scape), Vince uncovered a ring with 3 black onyx stones 
from 2 inches deep with a Whites detector. 

Roger Moyles: bracelet  At a private area in Hamden, Roger pulled out this old bracelet from 5 inches deep. He plans to 
return here for more old finds. 

Bob Cwikla: toy truck  Unearthed in the same yard the Barber half was found at 4-5 inches deep with a Whites XLT. 
There was no company name found on this piece. 

Mike Giannetti: 14K money clip  In a fresh water pond at the Cape, Mike scooped up this hunk of gold a couple feet 
into the water. 

Consolation Prize: Dave Gregorski  Another Cape Cod find was a silver antique ring where Dave previously found 2 
Colonial buttons the day before. 

A total of 50 finds were entered this month, of which some were very, very nice. The competition 
Is getting tougher! 

RELIC    
 Toy Bob Cwikla truck 
  Chuck Anderson truck 
  Joe Waldron 33' Willys race car 
  Steve Gudernatch race car 
    
 Military no entries  
    
 Other Mike Giannetti 14K money clip 
  Bruce Morris palladium & white gold partial plate 
  John McQueen Colonial flat button 
  Roger Moyles old padlock 
  Vince DiBattista gold teeth 
  Dave Gregorski Syracuse, N.Y. police button 
  Darren Wright musket ball 
  Roy Wilbur Little League pin 
  Bill Wright mangled ringed bullet 



- 8 - 

October 
 

Detecting Hobbyist Detects a Rare Higley Copper  
By Robert Ellis 

   The Higley Copper is one of the rarest colonial copper coins made in the United States and is 
believed to be the first copper coin minted in Colonial times. An early American entrepreneur, 
Samuel Higley was a medical doctor, a blacksmith, a copper miner on his own 143 acres 
homestead, the first person to be granted the right to manufacture steel in this country and a coin 
minter. 
   According to local and family legend , Samuel Higley in 1737 mined the copper at his house 
located in what was then Simsbury, Connecticut, created the dies and minted the coins. Over 
twelve different varieties of the coin exist today in the collections of Colonial numismatics, 
historical societies and museums. No one knows how many he made but a total of less than eighty 
of the coins survive today, with some varieties having only one known example.  
   Being a metal detecting enthusiast, I recently accomplished my quest to detect a Higley Copper. 
Numismatists were skeptical when I e-mailed them claiming that I had detected a Higley Copper: 
many have made the claim before only to find out that they had a copy or a re-strike from the 
1860’s. I was and am thrilled. Finding a Higley Copper is my metal detecting dream come true. 
   For many years I had a web site and the header on my metal detecting link page had pictures of 
Higley Coppers copied from the Red Book with the words THE OBJECT OF MY QUEST above 
the pictures and below the pictures the words HIGLEY COPPER 1737. More than six years ago I 
arranged to see and hold the four Higley Coppers from the collection of the Museum Of 
Connecticut History in Hartford, CT. They were not on display but somehow I discovered they 
had them. I called the museum to verify that they had them and requested a time and date to view 
them. On the appointed day the curator retrieved then from the vault for me and requested that I 
wear the special white glove that they provided before I held each one. To me, the holding of each 
of the coins was like a sacred moment in time. I had to touch a coin. My skin had to touch the 
copper itself. While my gloved right hand held a Higley copper I thoroughly wiped the index 
finger of my ungloved left hand on my pants to remove all of the oils and other contaminants and 
gently touched the edge of the coin. The touch was contrary to a judicious rule but I had to touch a 
sample of the object of my quest.  
   As I look back on my journey I’m overwhelmed by the unselfishness, kindness, and generosity 
of the many individuals that I’ve encountered along the way. I’m sure that most of them did not 
realize that they were contributing to my quest. To these acquaintances I say, thank you. My 
Quest for my Higley copper is over.  
   Thanks to many others along my journey, it’s been a rewarding quest filled with twists and turns 
which have enriched my appreciation for the individuals that created our country, the individuals 
that recorded that history and the individuals that have preserved and protected that history.  
I’m on my quest for a perfect authentic Higley already. This time I believe it is possible but still 
improbable. 

[From Streeter’s Newsletter, March 26, 2005. Bob has been a member of Y.T.C. since 1995. I’m 
not sure if you’ve seen this in the Probe. If not, I have been remiss in my job.   Ed. ] 
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YTC AUCTION CATALOG 
 

 November 14, 2006 
 

 Item # Description                                                                                  Estimated value: 

1.        Large Lot of Old Detecting Magazines.                                                 $5.00 
2.        Stainless Steel Water Scoop.                                                                   80.00 
3.        Another Stainless Steel Water Scoop.                                                     80.00 
4.        ‘Wizard’ Hand-held Electronic Pinpointing Probe.                                 20.00 
5.        ‘Yankee Pedlar’ Restaurant Gift Certificate.                                           25.00 
6.        Jar of Dug Pennies (over $20 face value).                                                20.00+                      
7.        Jar of Dug Nickels (over $11 face value).                                                11.00+                      
8.        Book, The Way of the Pirates, Downe.                                                    10.00 
9.        Custom Case for SBA Dollars.                                                                 15.00 
10.      Set of 3 Collecting Boxes.                                                                          3.00 
11.      Another Set of 3 Collecting Boxes.                                                            3.00 
12.      YTC 30th Anniversary Black Coffee Mug.                                               10.00+ 
13.      YTC 30th Anniversary Ivory Coffee Mug.                                                10.00 
14.      Padded Soft Carrying Case for a Metal Detector.                                     30.00+ 
15.      Sterling Silver WWII Production Pin.                                                         5.00 
16.      1950's Era Two Dollar Bill.                                                                         4.00 
17.      1899 Indian Penny (VG).                                                                             2.00 
18.      1937-D Four-legged Buffalo Nickel (VG).                                                  1.00 
19.      3 Mercury Dimes, 1923, 1936, and 1945 (G-F).                                          4.00 
20.      9 Assorted Silver Roosevelt Dimes.                                                             7.00 
21.      $3.00 Face Value in Washington Quarters.                                                15.00+ 

NEVER… 
…clean emeralds in an ultrasonic cleaner! (Hopefully you’ll find one in some jewelry while 
detecting.) This warning is in one of our new books, Colored Gemstones, on page 106 – check it out 
for the details. The book has some nice color plates, and interesting info. on physical properties of 
colored gems/stones, types of ‘cuts’, and ‘treatments’.      Ed. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS/HUNTS 

November 19 (Sunday) - Coin Show @ the Polish National Home, 60 Charter Oak Ave., Hartford. 
Free admission and parking - call 203-877-1680 (Ed Doran) for details. Doors open at 9 A.M. 

Y.T.C. Christmas Party - yes, the time is fast approaching!  There will be details in the November 
Probe. It is held on ‘meeting night’, Dec. 12. 

Assumptions-Part 1 
By Vince DiBattista 

 
    Eric Larson (one of our past Presidents) recently showed up at Bob Tulay's farewell dinner. At the 
end he and other members started reminiscing about the good old days. They began discussing some of 
their old hunting grounds and the finds they produced. In more than one instance, the site being 
discussed was one I had gone by or hunted briefly in the past without much luck. Now, I originally 
joined YTC in the early 80's, before dropping out about ten years later. So, I had as much of a chance as 
they did of finding some of the goodies they were discussing. 

Back then, I used an old Fisher 550D which just beeped at anything metallic. Since I didn't have much 
free time back then, I know that I never put as much effort into getting the maximum out of my 
machine. In hindsight, though, I believe my biggest weakness was the fact that I started with a bad 
assumption - one which I think is shared by many of the newer detectorists just starting out. When I 
didn't find anything worthwhile in the first hour or so, I assumed there wasn't anything there.  

Obviously, since the 80's machines have gotten better. Occasionally we hear stories of someone who had 
a great find the first time out. The lesson I have learned most since getting back into the hobby about 
seven years ago though, is this - you get out of it what you put into it. If you find a site which you 
believe has potential, but you don't find anything right away - don't give up too soon. I have gone back 
to many of the sites that I had hunted/passed up early on. Many of them are still producing nice finds. 
You can get lucky on a first attempt at a site. But, more often then not it doesn't turn out that way. Often, 
you'll have to go back numerous times before you find a target that makes it worthwhile. Trust your 
initial assumption that made you go to the site in the first place. Give it another try. Or somewhere down 
the line you may hear me reminiscing about one of your sites.  

A Returned Ring 
Dear Yankee Territory Coinshooters - I would like to report that on the morning of Saturday the 5th of 
August, Everett Berube returned my Choate Rosemary Hall ‘05 class ring, an object of both monetary and 
sentimental value. It had been lost at Soundview [beach], and I feared I would never see it again. Once 
again, I would like to thank Mr. Berube for finding and returning this possession. Sincerely,  Eric Sega
[Way to go, Everett.] 
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 Minutes of Yankee Territory Coinshooters meeting October 10, 2006: 
· The monthly meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. with 36 members and 3 visitors present. 
· The Secretary’s Report was accepted as published. 
· The Treasurer’s Report was accepted as read with a balance of $1,776.35 plus silver inventory of $161.79 at 
purchase cost. 
Announcements and Correspondence: 
· Our meeting place is secure through December. 
· A gold and diamond man’s wedding band was lost in Washington Park in Windsor. If found called John (the 
owner) at 860-202-1115 to claim the reward. 
· Received thanks from Bob Tulay for his going away dinner. 
Old Business: 
· Chuck reported on the Block Island Club Outing. Nine members made it onto the ferry. One gold ring was 
found. 
· Club shirts and hats are “in the mail” from the vendor to Tony Cwikla. He will bring them to the November 
meeting. 
· Chuck reported that he has about ½ of the usual number of items for the November Auction. 
· Rick Browne reported on the Cash Bash. He was on the third place competition team with Bob Cwikla, Tony 
Cwikla, and Mike Giannetti. The farm finds included a 1775 Massachusetts copper, Bust half dimes, seated 
dimes, and military buttons. Over 20 YTC members participated. 
New Business: 
· Vince reminded members of the Early Dues Renewal Drawing. Dues must be in to him before the beginning 
of the December meeting to qualify for the drawing. First prize is a silver half-dollar. 
· Mark, Vince, and Dave, are willing to co-chair a spring hunt. The Nor’East club in Stamford is interested in a 
joint club hunt. 
· Chuck announced that (from now on) if more than 35 members are in attendance at a meeting, a second silver 
dollar will be added to the raffle. 
· Chuck announced that the club is willing to pay for the use of property on which to hunt. Please direct any 
suggestions for possible Club Outing locations to any club officer. Roger Moyles said we may be able to get 
into some farm fields in East Granby. Bob Belrose suggested current and/or defunct ski slopes. 
· “Golden Tom” Kunkler was the evening’s guest speaker. He brought with him thousands of dollars worth of 
gold nuggets and specimens that were passed around the room. Last year he detected 16½ ounces of gold. He 
began his quest by sniping (looking for deposits under rocks), to crevicing, mossing, panning, sluicing, and 
dredging in Buffalo Brook, VT. In 1997, he discovered the Gold Prospectors Association of America (GPAA) 
and went to Nome, Alaska, where he found flour gold on the beach. He spent the next four years traveling to 
Paradise Valley in the Brooks Range to hunt for nuggets with a Tesoro Lobo Supertrack. In 2002, he went to the 
Clark-Wilz Mine at Ganes Creek Alaska with a Fisher Gold Strike. He has returned every year since, and now 
uses a White’s MXT. 
When the valley was dredged beginning in 1906, the dredgings were passed through a ½ inch screen before 
entering the sluice. Larger nuggets wound up in the tailings, and the dredge was only about 30% efficient, so 
there are many nuggets to be found in the area. He showed off some spectacular finds. Nuggets are all gold, 
while specimens are gold in a stone matrix. Both are worth a premium over the spot price to collectors. He 
shared some of his advice with us including: save the black sand from your panning or sluicing and pan it out at 
home where you can be more careful to collect all the flour gold. Add a drop of dish detergent to the water to 
break the surface tension so the flour gold doesn’t float away. Always investigate the inside bends of rivers, 
record your “hot spots” with GPS, and look for patterns. His detector of choice is the White’s MXT with a 14-
inch deepscan coil (used in “relic” mode) and a Sun-Ray in-line probe. DEET melts plastic. [Consider your 
headphones!] 
· Mike Marvonek won the Attendance Drawing for one silver quarter. Bob Belrose won the 1889 Silver Dollar 
Raffle. Ron DiMauro won the 50/50 Raffle. 
·Challenge Master Dave Gregorski announced that Bob Belrose had attained Levels 1 and 2 of the Challenge. 
· The meeting adjourned at 9:10 p.m.   Respectfully submitted, Mark Sutcliffe, Secretary. 
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                            YTC Officers 
 
President, Chuck Anderson        860-944-9558 
           {nlsanderson@sbcglobal.net} 
         
Vice President,  Tony Cwikla        860-623-1153
    {CAPACTION@aol.com}
                             
Secretary, Mark Sutcliffe                  860-647-7541  
                                   {MSUTCL 1776@aol.com} 
 
Treasurer, Vince DiBattista              860-666-0270 
     {VDibattist@aol.com } 
 
Newsletter, Dave Gregorski               860-742-5836 
                                      {DGRookie@sbcglobal.net} 

Yankee Territory Coinshooters 
Code of Ethics 

Respect the rights and property of others. 
Never destroy historical or archeological artifacts. 
Observe all laws, whether national, state, or local. 
Aid law enforcement officials whenever possible. 

Leave the land and vegetation as it was. 
FILL IN ALL HOLES. 

Remove all trash and litter, take it with you when you 
leave. 

Remember that all coinshooters may be judged by the 
example YOU set. Always conduct yourself with 

courtesy and consideration toward others. 

T.C.  Metal Detectors 
Authorized dealer for Fisher, Tesoro, Minelab, 
Garrett, Troy, Bounty Hunter, Detectorpro, 

Whites, Lesche, RTG, and more 

Tony Cwikla, 23 Cornwall Drive,  
Windsor Locks, CT  06096 

860-623-1153 or  860-916-2506 
{29 years experience, oldest, largest dealer in the area} 

Member: Y.T.C., FMDAC 
Special discounts for members! 

FAX: 860-627-0593;  e-mail:  
CAPACTION@aol.com 

 
We also carry a full line of books, digging tools, sand 
scoops, headphones, extra coils, bags, pouches, etc. 

 
- We use what we sell and give expert advice free of charge. - 

Why not come in and see what we’re finding !! 

METAL DETECTORS and ACCESSORIES  

J & E ENTERPRISES of  
S. Yarmouth  

Factory Authorized Dealer for Fisher, Garrett, 
Minelab, Tesoro, & Whites. Coiltek coils, Covers, 
Headphones, Beach & Water Scoops, Books, Etc., 

Eleanor Hube, 54 Old Main St. at Forest Rd. 
South Yarmouth, MA 02664 

1-508-760-2100 
e-mail,  jetrhub2@verizon.net 

(Founding member of Yankee Territory Coinshooters) 

SALES, SERVICE & RENTALS 
Accepts Discover, Mastercard and Visa 

Will ship UPS 

(Special consideration for Y.T.C. members.) 

Our Best Wishes… 
...go to Richard Janak, who recently had 

eye surgery. 

Also to Jim Groom, who had recent knee 
replacement surgery  
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NO Find of the Month for December!  

In keeping with Y.T.C.’s Christmas tradition, there will be no 
FOM at the December meeting. We will be celebrating the 
Holiday season with our party (see page 8 ). Finds made 
between the November and January meetings should be 
presented at the January 9 meeting. Challenge items for 2006 
are eligible only if found by the last day of 2006. 

 STOP 

‘Early Renewal’ Notice 
Your Y.T.C. membership expires on December 
31. You can become eligible for a silver coin 
drawing if you return the membership form (see 
page 9) with your payment, by December 9.  
The coin drawing will occur at our Christmas 
Party, Dec. 12. Winners need not be present, but 
we hope you will join us. 

2006 Cash Bash Report 
   The weather was absolutely beautiful for the 
entire weekend (October 7,8) - a real gift, 
especially since there was no shelter other than 
the tents host Jerry Burr had put up. The first 
competition hunt went off around a half-hour 
late, because of the ‘swarm’ of people at the 
registration line. Of the 1000 colored pennies 
planted, 590 were recovered in the timed (20???? 
minute) hunt. Roughly 130 detecorists par-
ticipated,  to qualify for the Sunday State Team 
Hunt. 
   Then we were ‘let loose’ to detect the many 
acres of farmland (some woods) that Jerry had 
rented for us. At the 3 P.M. judging, some great 
finds were shown - two Bust half-dimes, a couple 
seated dimes, specialty buckles and the usual 
array of large coppers, including a Massachusetts 
variety. As is typical with farm field detecting, 
non-ferrous targets were not a commodity, but 
the ‘good stuff’ was there if you got lucky and 
put in the time. 
   Saturday evening was time to eat - plenty of 
good food as usual (the desserts were special!). 
Then we were entertained by a speaker who 
shared several interesting detecting stories. At the 
end of the evening, many door prizes were given 
out. 
   The main events for Sunday morning were the 
timed Team competition hunt, followed by the 
‘fun hunt’ that featured over 350 prizes 
(redeemable for tokens) plus close to 2000 
planted coins, mostly silver. Some continued the 
‘natural finds’ detecting afterwards. Thanks to 
Jerry for once again producing a great time.  

November Club Outing 
 
 Join us on Saturday, Nov. 18th (rain 
date Nov. 19th) to detect a five-acre, 
300-year-old farm field in East 
Windsor. Meet at the hunt site at 9:00 
a.m. and detect ‘til about noon, when we 
will gather to rate the finds and award 
some lottery tickets. Doughnuts will be 
provided, but B.Y.O. coffee.  
Directions: Route 5 in East Windsor to 
South Water Street (opposite Jonathon 
Pasco’s restaurant). Hunt site is about 
700 feet up South Water Street on the 
right. Park along the road.  

Club members only, shovels okay, 
collect all trash, fill all holes. Call Mark 
Sutcliffe at (860) 647-7541 with any 
questions. 



- 5 - 

November 
 

Remember 1969 
Billboard top hits 
 
 My teenage daughter's Billboard Top Hits thingamajig is here somewhere. Here we go, see if you've 
heard any of these; Everyday People (Sly & the Family Stone), Aquarius/Let the Sun Shine In (Fifth 
Dimension), Get Back (Beatles with Billy Preston), Dizzy (Tommy Roe), Crimson & Clover (Tommy 
James & the Shondells), In the Year 2525 (Zager & Evans), Sugar, Sugar (Archies), or Honky Tonk 
Women (Rolling Stones). Yeah, me either. 
 
Hot toys of 1969 
 
 Look at my young ones. They don't listen to that stuff yet. They're still playing with their Christmas 
toys. (The ‘new’ hasn't worn off yet.) Want to see what Santa brought them this year? Well, over here 
is a Spirograph, Nerf Ball, Silly String, Monkees Game, Frosty Sno-Cone, an Easy-Bake Oven and 
some Weebles. (You know, Weebles wobble but they don't fall down.) Oh, and here's Barrel of 
Monkeys, Ants in the Pants, Toss Across and Battling Tops. 
 
The cost of living 
 
 Kids have no idea how much stuff costs these days but they sure want everything they see on TV. 
They've got it made. The teenager wants to get a job. Did you know minimum wage is all the way up to 
$1.60/hr now? That was a fortune when I was a kid! I just filled up the gas tank today. Hard to believe, 
but gas is up to 35 cents a gallon! Hope my old Ford hangs on a while longer. They're asking $3,400 
for a new one. And I definitely can't afford to move - the average home costs almost $28,000 now! My 
wife sent me to the store earlier for the basics - you know, bread, milk and eggs. I gave the clerk $3 and 
barely got back enough change to buy a 6-cent stamp. 
 
What was on the boob tube? 
 
 Let's forget about all that for now and watch some TV. Here are the choices. We can watch Get Smart, 
Gunsmoke, Rowan & Martin's Laugh-In, Hawaii Five-O, Adam-12, The Brady Bunch, Hogan's 
Heroes, Bewitched, The Avengers, Bonanza, Mission: Impossible, Green Acres, Dragnet, Beverly 
Hillbillies, I Dream Of Jeannie, the Carol Burnett Show, Star Trek or the Ed Sullivan Show. What'll it 
be? Oh, and by the way, would you please get up and turn on the set? Throw you the remote... what's 
that? 
(Disclaimer: Since I was only 10 years old in 1969 1 may have left a few things out.) 
Source unknown. 

Though we wished Bob Tulay well as he 
left for his (new) southern home, we were 
also saddened that we would no longer 
enjoy his presence on a regular basis. He’s 
pictured to the right of Roy Wilbur, heading 
toward a secret ‘waterhole’. Hhmmm..that 
grove of trees looks familiar... 
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Bold, italics indicates the 
winners - submitted by Bob 

Cwikla, October, 2006 

COIN    
 Gold/Silver   

Pre 1900  Bob Ellis 1738 one reale 
 President's Award Mike Gianetti 1781 1/2 reale 
  Carl Muller 1842 Seated Liberty dime 
    

Post 1899  Robert Belrose 1924 Mercury dime 
  Dave Gregorski 1941-D Washington quarter 
  Bob Cwikla 1937 Mercury dime 
      
 Other     

Pre 1900  Sal Vetro 1787 Connecticut copper 
  Roger Moyles 1802 large cent 
      

Post 1899  Ken Gudernatch 1936 Buffalo nickel 
  Everett Berube 1975 Irish coin 
  Darren Wright 1944 Lincoln wheat cent 
      
 Token/medal Mark Sutcliffe North American Fishing Club medallion 
  Vince DiBattista public transportation token 
    

JEWELRY    
 Gold Rick Browne 2 chains & large pendant with diamonds 
  Everett Berube wedding band with diamonds 
  Mark Sutcliffe 14K Claddagh ring 
  Roy Wilbur 14K ring 
  Robert Belrose 14K ring 
  Ken Gudernatch 14K earring 
    
 silver Mike Gianetti ring 
  Bob Cwikla sterling ring with stone 
      
 Other Roger Moyles pocket watch 
  Sal Vetro Roman necklace 
  Joe Waldron pair of earrings 
  Dave Gregorski watch 
  Vince DiBattista baby Jesus charm 
  Don Bogli old ring 
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By Bob Cwikla 

Bob Ellis: 1738 one reale  After a heavy rain, Bob returned to a tobacco field he been at twice before and 
retrieved a King Philip V Spanish silver piece a 4 inches deep. 
 Robert Belrose: 1924 Mercury dime  Being bored one day, Bob went out in his yard and spent  
45 minutes digging and wrestling this dime out from roots by a large tree. 
 Sal Vetro: 1787 Ct. copper  Searching around an old foundation after his 3 companions decided to move on, 
Sal unearthed a nice Connecticut copper from 6 inches deep. 
 Ken Gudernatch: 1936 Buffalo nickel  This nickel was scooped up at a fresh water site along the water line 
among a bunch of nails in an area where someone was digging holes. 
 Mark Sutcliffe: medallion  On the way home from the “Cash Bash”, Mark knocked on a door of a private 
home. Dug up a North American Fishing Club Large Mouth Bass medallion in the front yard at I inch deep. 
 Rick Browne: 2 gold chains & gold pendant  Found in fresh water, these pieces have a total weight of a 
half pound!  And the diamonds in the pendant have a total weight of one karat! This was Rick’s “last hoorah” 
to Bob Tulay, who we all will miss 
 Mike Giannetti: ring This nice ring was dug up in a school yard.     
 Roger Moyles: pocket watch  Found at Brooklyn Fairgrounds at 3 inches deep along with a couple silver 
coins, Roger is looking into getting a club hunt at this site. 
 Roger Moyles: toy gun  This Derringer look-a-like gun was detected at a private yard in Rhode Island. The 
house was built in the 1850’s. 
 Dave Gregorski: Purple Heart medal  This military find was located at a park where Dave has put in 80-90 
hours of detecting. Found shallow in a steep, wooded area near a downed tree.   
 Bill Wright: compass  This World War II era Witthaur pocket-watch style compass was found near a stone 
wall in the woods. Bill thinks it could have been lost by a Boy Scout,  because it was only one inch deep. 
 Consolation Prize: Darren Wright  A bullet was found 3 inches deep in the woods using a Whites detector. 
This proves, no matter what you enter, you still have a chance to win. 
 *** A President’s Award was given to Carl Muller for last month’s find of 3 Seated Liberty dimes in one hole! 

RELIC    

 Toy   Roger Moyles   toy Derringer gun 
    
 Military   Dave Gregorski  Purple Heart medal 
 President's Award Mark Sutcliffe   pre Civil War artillery button 
    Don Bogli   Civil War era 3-ring bullet 
      
 Other   Bill Wright   pocket-watch-style compass 
    John Hart   button 
    John McQueen   Colonial coat button 
    Ken Gudernatch  hand made button 
    Victor Taylor   early Ford wheel grease cap 
 Consolation Prize Darren Wright   bullet 
    Bob Cwikla   1945 auto licence tag 
    Robert Belrose   musket ball 
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  2006 Y.T.C. Christmas Party!                          
 

Date/Time:  Tuesday, Dec. 12, at  6 P.M.                             
 
Place: the usual meeting place - family welcome. 
 
Beverage: Coffee and soft drinks provided (NO 
ALCOHOL allowed) 
 
Food: Cold-cut/sandwich platter provided… 
 
AND... Please bring a dish (hot dishes, ‘finger food’, salads, desserts) 
- please call or e-mail Dave Gregorski (860-742-5836, 
DGRookie@aol.com) to see what is needed. Warming pots/trays will 
be very helpful, but ‘hot’ dishes must be brought hot.  
 
Grab-bag (“Chinese” style) - Value, minimum $10. - NO liquor, 
batteries, or flashlights, please; preferably detecting-related (coins, 
display cases, equipment, etc.), but can be other (lotto tickets, etc.). 
Wrap your gift!  And be sure it is suitable for either gender. Be fair - 
shop as if you were getting your own gift. 

More of… 
...you’re either over the hill or very close to it if you remember: 

 
  - that WDRC’s “Swinging 60 Survey” would inform Hartford area teenagers each week about the current 
top-60 songs. 
 - that WPOP was its rival in popularity among the teen crowd. 
 - that Perry Como was a barber before he became a singing star. 
 - that there was no such thing as cranberry juice…except for the little bit of liquid left on the plate after the 
cranberry sauce was gone. 
 - that Life was America’s favorite magazine, with Look coming in second. 
 - that your shopping bag would include Duz Detergent, Sweetheart Soap, and Shredded Ralston Cereal. 
 - that in high school, you bought your Levis for $5 a pair at Regal’s Men’s Store on Main St. in 
Manchester (and also at Vernon Circle). 
 - that all lunch boxes were metal 

 [From an article by Richard Tambling in the Journal Inquirer, November, 2004.] 
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             Y.T.C. 2007 Membership Form 

YANKEE TERRITORY COINSHOOTERS   
        
P.O. Box 1811,   Hartford, CT 06144-1811    
    
 
  MEMBER’S BENEFITS: 
 
PROBE, the YTC Newsletter, filled with club news and stories. 

Club outings, club hunts, and information about events and treasure hunts nationwide. 

Guest Speakers and up-to-date reports on new detectors and equipment. 

Membership silver drawing, complimentary refreshments, 50/50 and silver dollar raffles, and Find-of-the-Month 
contest with prizes at the monthly meetings. 

Access to the club library of reference books and instructional videos. 

Annual four-level Challenge with prizes for each and all levels attained. 

Membership in the Federation of Metal Detector and Archaeological Clubs, Inc. is available for $5.00 additional 
FMDAC dues paid to YTC. 

Meetings are held on the second Tuesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. in the Community Room of the East 
Hartford Public Library, 840 Main Street, East Hartford, CT. 

You and your family/friends are welcome to visit for three meetings before joining YTC. 

For additional information call Mark Sutcliffe at 860-647-7541 or e-mail MSUTCL1776@aol.com    
     (Return to above address by Dec. 9 and be eligible for the Early Bird silver coin drawing.) 
 
 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
  SIGN UP FOR MEMBERSHIP:  (Please list additional family members on the back of this form.) 
 
  NAME:_____________________________________PHONE:_____________________ 
 
  ADDRESS:______________________________________________________________ 
 
  TOWN:_____________________________STATE:________ZIP:__________________ 
 
  E-MAIL:_______________________________________ 
 
  My interests include:_______________________________________________________ 
 
  The membership year runs from January to December. Dues are due January 1st. 
 $20.00 per year for first Family Member (after July 1, $13.00)  $______ 
 $10.00 per year for second Family Member (after July 1, $ 8.00)    ______ 
 $  7.00 per year each additional Family Member (after July 1, $6.50)   ______ 
 $  5.00 per person per year FMDAC dues (not pro-rated)     ______ 

                TOTAL $_______ 
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UPCOMING EVENTS/HUNTS 
November 19 (Sunday) - Coin Show @ the Polish National Home, 60 Charter Oak Ave., 

Hartford. Free admission and parking - call 203-877-1680 (Ed Doran) for details. Doors open at 
9 A.M. 

Y.T.C. Outing - Saturday, November 18. See page 4 for details. 
Y.T.C. Christmas Party -  December 12; see page 8 for details. 

The Holidays Are Upon Us! 
By Dave Gregorski 

I can remember how slowly seasons seemed to go by when I was a kid. Summer lasted forever, so 
much so that impending school was actually looked forward to with a bit of eagerness. As the weather 
cooled, anticipation grew as the special holidays neared. Even as I type this, the aroma of turkey and 
the sights of steaming bowls and platters come into my memory...a collage of all the special times 
gone by. Such memories are especially poignant for me, as I lost my Mom this past February. 

I don’t know if there’s a good explanation for why time seems to ‘fly’ the older one gets. Maybe it’s 
because we tend to try to hold on more, to that which is so precious. Which brings to mind the theme 
of the upcoming holiday. 

Yes, time is precious, as is life. It’s very easy to get caught up in plans, details, work, etc., and lose 
sight of the bigger picture - that we all have been given gifts beyond measure...if only we can ‘stop’ 
and see them.  

This is not to minimize life’s hardships - none are immune. Sometimes it takes an effort to give 
thanks. So here are a few things to consider and contemplate, as the year approaches its close: 

The love and support of family and friends. The sweetness of the air, early in the morning. The 
kindnesses of those whose calling is to serve others. ‘Smells’ so satisfying, they seem to ‘shut off’ our 
intellectual processes. The generosity of those who ‘can’t afford it’. This wonderful hobby, with all 
its memories. Laughter and fun. Bird songs. Crickets chirping. A kitten purring in your lap. The 
melody of a small brook, under a canopy of trees. The color of crocuses against the snow. The 
’splash’ of a bluebird or cardinal. The taste of that first peach, plucked fresh and ripe. The sensation 
of watermelon juice, dripping down your chin. The crunch of leaves underfoot, after the first hard 
frost. The smell of just-gathered apples in the kitchen, followed shortly by the ‘perfect’ aroma of 
apple pie. A landscape transformed by the first snowfall. A gentle breeze on the first warm day in 
spring. The moon, sun and stars.    

Of course, there’s more...much more. If only we have the eyes to see, and the ears to hear...and the 
heart to embrace. Maybe that’s one thing that gets better with age - memories coalesce to make every 
experience richer. Breathe deeply, and step back for a minute. Life, indeed, is sweet. Let us give 
thanks for life’s treasures, and for God’s grace. And all of the above.         

[Reprinted in part from last November’s Probe.   Ed.] 
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Minutes of Yankee Territory Coinshooters meeting November 14, 2006: 
The monthly meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. with 40 members and 3 visitors present. There 
was discussion of starting the meetings at 6:30 p.m., beginning in January, to better accommodate the 
speakers and activities we have. 
The Secretary’s Report was accepted as published. 
The Treasurer’s Report was read and accepted with a balance of $1,620.88 plus silver inventory of 

$177.07 at purchase cost. 
Announcements: 
Get well cards were signed for Jim Groom and Eleanor Hube, who are both recovering from knee 
surgery. 
Mark Sutcliffe reported on FMDAC newsletters and elections. 
Tom Kunkler (October’s speaker) will return in February to talk about his metal detecting trips to 
England. 
Tony Cwikla reminded members of the Wheat Penny Contest that will be decided in January to see who 
found the most different dates and mints during the year 2006 [see page 4]. He still has some Whitman 
folders available to those who want them. 
Tony also brought in the club hats and t-shirts for distribution to those who ordered them. We have 
quite a few of the 3-inch hat patches that may be purchased for $3 each and we have some larger 
patches for $5 each. 
The Executive Committee decided to rescind last month’s decision to double the Silver Dollar Raffle 

prize when there are more than 35 members in attendance at a meeting. Instead, we will add a silver 
proof set to the prize under the same conditions. A motion was made and approved to spend up to 
$63.00 for silver proof sets. 

New Business: 
Discussed the upcoming Christmas Party. Dave Gregorski will coordinate food dishes. Bruce Morris 
will buy the meat platter, rolls, and beverages. Phil Skewes will buy the paper goods and condiments. A 
motion was made and passed to advance $25.00 to Phil and $75.00 to Bruce for Christmas Party 
supplies. 
Mark Sutcliffe announced the November Club Outing on a 5-acre 300-year-old tobacco field in East 
Windsor. 
The evening’s event was the club’s fundraising auction. Chuck Anderson was the auctioneer for the 37 
lots that raised $510.25. Highlights included two Garrett metal detectors, a digital scale, an electronic 
probe, two water scoops, and several lots of old treasure magazines that finally sold after serious 
bidding wars erupted. Chuck distributed ten scratch-off lottery tickets as door prizes. 
Everett Berube was absent for the Attendance Drawing for one silver quarter, and Steve Gudernatch 
won the consolation silver dime. 
Mike Giannetti won the 1923 Silver Dollar Raffle. 
Tony Cwikla won the 50/50 Raffle. 
Challenge master Dave Gregorski announced that Mike Giannetti had attained Levels 1, 2, and 3 of the 
Challenge. 
We welcomed new members Richard Lipka and Elaine Leonard of East Haddam. 
Treasurer Vince DiBattista collected dues from 19 members who will be eligible for the Early Dues 
Renewal Drawing at the Christmas Party. 
The meeting adjourned at 8:55 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted, Mark S. Sutcliffe, Secretary 
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                            YTC Officers 
 
President, Chuck Anderson        860-944-9558 
           {nlsanderson@sbcglobal.net} 
         
Vice President,  Tony Cwikla        860-623-1153
    {CAPACTION@aol.com}
                             
Secretary, Mark Sutcliffe                  860-647-7541  
                                      {MSUTCL 1776@aol.com} 
 
Treasurer, Vince DiBattista              860-666-0270 
       {VDibattist@aol.com } 
 
Newsletter, Dave Gregorski               860-742-5836 
                                         {dgrookie@sbcglobal.net} 

Yankee Territory Coinshooters 
Code of Ethics 

Respect the rights and property of others. 
Never destroy historical or archeological artifacts. 
Observe all laws, whether national, state, or local. 
Aid law enforcement officials whenever possible. 

Leave the land and vegetation as it was. 
FILL IN ALL HOLES. 

Remove all trash and litter, take it with you when you 
leave. 

Remember that all coinshooters may be judged by the 
example YOU set. Always conduct yourself with 

courtesy and consideration toward others. 

T.C.  Metal Detectors 
Authorized dealer for Fisher, Tesoro, Minelab, 
Garrett, Troy, Bounty Hunter, Detectorpro, 

Whites, Lesche, RTG, and more 

Tony Cwikla, 23 Cornwall Drive,  
Windsor Locks, CT  06096 

860-623-1153 or  860-916-2506 
{29 years experience, oldest, largest dealer in the area} 

Member: Y.T.C., FMDAC 
Special discounts for members! 

FAX: 860-627-0593;  e-mail:  
CAPACTION@aol.com 

 
We also carry a full line of books, digging tools, sand 
scoops, headphones, extra coils, bags, pouches, etc. 

 
- We use what we sell and give expert advice free of charge. - 

Why not come in and see what we’re finding !! 

METAL DETECTORS and ACCESSORIES  

J & E ENTERPRISES of  
S. Yarmouth  

Factory Authorized Dealer for Fisher, Garrett, 
Minelab, Tesoro, & Whites. Coiltek coils, Covers, 
Headphones, Beach & Water Scoops, Books, Etc., 

Eleanor Hube, 54 Old Main St. at Forest Rd. 
South Yarmouth, MA 02664 

1-508-760-2100 
e-mail,  jetrhub2@verizon.net 

(Founding member of Yankee Territory Coinshooters) 

SALES, SERVICE & RENTALS 
Accepts Discover, Mastercard and Visa 

Will ship UPS 

(Special consideration for Y.T.C. members.) 
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Find of the Month - Important 
Rule 

Please look at how the ‘finds’ are divided 
on page 6 - there are 3 major categories - 
Coins, Jewelry, and Relics. For each 
month, only one find is allowed in each of 
the three sections. You must choose what 
to enter, and where. 

The FOM table (at the meetings) is divided 
in the same manner - note the three 
columns. Again, only one find may be 
entered in each of the 3 columns - Coin, 
Jewelry, and Relic. Please adhere to this 
rule, to be fair to other Y.T.C. members. 
Finds will be checked by the FOM 
chairman, Bob Cwikla - his decision re. 
placement will be final. If in doubt, please 
ask him - he will be glad to help. 

Please note - the FOM will resume at the 
January 9 meeting. Finds made after the 
November meeting are eligible.  

Also, the 2006 Y.T.C. Challenge ends on 
December 31, so bring in finds that will 
complete a level, to the January meeting. 

Wheat Penny Contest! 
I know at least a few of you remembered 
this...Tony Cwikla invited the membership 
early this year, to detect up ‘Wheaties’ 
with as many different dates as possible. 
(A mint-marked coin is considered a 
‘different’ date from that year with no 
mint mark.) Contest ends December 31. 
At the January 9 meeting, bring in what 
you have. Displays (in coin holders) will 
make viewing/judging easier. Tony has 
not indicated what the prize is - it’ll be a 
sur-prize.    (-: 

Y.T.C. Items For Sale! 
At any time, you can order/buy the following 
items from Richard ‘Mac’ MacRobbie, the club’s 
quartermaster. It’s a good way to take pride in 
our club, and also a way to ‘advertise’ us. And 
the stuff is of very good quality! 
Hats with logo - $10. 
T-shirts with logo - $10. 
Engraved ‘pinned’ name badges - $5 plus S&H. 
Large (color) cloth patches, (4-5 inch) - $5. 
Small (color) cloth patches (2-1/2 inch) - $3.  
Cloth detecting aprons - $4. 

January 9 Meeting Program 
As is customary, we invite you to bring in your 
‘best’and/or most interesting finds of 2006. 
Lay them out on the tables for the viewing 
pleasure of other members (I always like to see 
what others have found!).  

It would enhance our experience if you could say 
a word or two about your finds...or even tell a 
longer story. Or if you’d prefer not doing that, 
bring the stuff in anyway (you could put your 
name on it if you like).  No limit to what you 
bring...nothing larger than an anchor, please. 
(You can bring a picture of that outboard motor.) 

Hats and Shirts!  
For those who ordered them, see/contact Tony 
Cwikla. They have arrived, and are of very fine 
quality! Thanks to Tony for the work he put into 
this. Also, see next column, above - there are 
‘extras’. 

Club Outings for 2007 
Getting together for a ‘group hunt’ is always a 
fun time, and often pays off in good or even great 
finds (see report on page 5, of the November 
hunt sponsored by Mark Sutcliffe). Please share 
your ideas for sites with any club officer. A 
stipend may be available to the landowner. 
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When Smokers Quit 
Someone in the club (I forget who) had asked me 
for some facts re. the impact smoking (and/or 
stopping smoking) has on human physiology. I 
present the following not to ‘pick on’ members 
who still smoke, but as an awareness-enhancer. 
And perhaps a loved one still smokes. ‘Cigarette’ 
means the filtered kind – data is from the 
American Cancer Society. 
AFTER that last cigarette: 
 - after 20 minutes, blood pressure and pulse rate 
drop to normal, body temperature of hands and 
feet increases to normal 
 - after 8 hours, carbon monoxide level in blood 
drops to normal, oxygen level in blood increases 
to normal 
 - after 24 hours, the chance of a heart attack 
decreases 
 - after 48 hours, nerve endings start regrowing, 
ability to taste and smell is enhanced 
 - after 2-3 weeks, circulation improves, lung 
function increases by up to 30% 

 
 
 
 

Beginning with the January 9 meeting, 
monthly Y.T.C.  meetings will begin at 6:30 
P.M. 
This will allow us sufficient time to 
complete club business, and be out of the 
room by 9. 

School ring, lost at Jersey shore, is 
Returned to Putnam teen 

November 30, 2006, 1:22 PM EST 
CARMEL, N.Y. -- A high school ring lost at 
the Jersey shore last summer has found its way 
back to Kerianne O'Brien, who thought it was 
gone forever. Her ring was found beneath 
several inches of sand on an Ocean City, N.J. 
beach by Ray Reganato.  A big wave came and 
it got knocked off my finger," said O'Brien, a 
high school senior.  
 
Reganato, a retired utility worker from 
Northfield, N.J. has a hobby of scanning the 
beach with his metal detector. He says he finds 
about $800 worth of coins a year. He also has a 
growing collection of wedding bands and other 
jewelry for which the owners couldn't be found.  
 
O'Brien's ring bears the engraving "Carmel 
High School," a fairly common name, along 
with her name, year of graduation and school 
mascot name, "Rams."  
 
With some Internet searches and phone calls, 
Reganato narrowed it down to the school in 
Putnam County and talked to the principal, who 
put the O'Brien family in touch with him. "I 
really thank him," said the surprised and happy 
teen. "Miracles do happen," said her mom, Sue 
O'Brien. "This renews your faith in people and 
events." 

New U.S. Coins in Our Future! 
   Beginning in 2007, the U.S. Mint will issue 4 
circulating dollar coins per year, each honoring a 
deceased president. At least 38 presidents will be 
depicted over a 10-year period. The coins will be of 
the same composition as the Sacagawea dollars, and 
have the same golden tone. (The Sac dollars will 
continue to be produced.) The Statue of Liberty is 
required to be on the reverse (‘back’), but the word 
‘Liberty’ may be omitted. 
  For the year 2009, 4 new reverse designs for the 
Lincoln cent will be minted. This will be the 100 year 
anniversary of that penny. Each coin will honor one 
of four major periods in Lincoln’s life, and a different 
one will be issued quarterly. The obverse (‘front’) 
will continue to bear the likeness of Lincoln. Other 
coins will be issued for collectors, but these will not 
likely find their way into circulation (or our sand 
scoops!). 
[Ed. note – we wonder if these $1 coins will be 
hoarded like the Sac dollars. One can hope not, so 
that a detecting ‘day at the beach’ might actually 
(once again) pay for the gas used to get there!  Info. 
from Coin World,  January 9, 2006.] 
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Bold, italics indicates the 
winners - submitted by Bob 

Cwikla, December, 2006 

COIN    
 Gold/Silver   

Pre 1900  Carl Muller 1856 Seated Liberty dime 
  Bob Ellis 1779 1/2 Reale 
  Chris Bourque 1781 1/2 Reale 
    

Post 1899  Roger Moyles 1946 half, 1952 quarter, 1924 dime, & 
   3 wheat cents 
  Joe Waldron 1938 Walking Liberty half 
  Bob Cwikla 1944-S Mercury dime 
      
 Other   

Pre 1900  Bill Viot 1788 replica half penny 
  Bill Wright Indian Head cent 
    

Post 1899  Dave Gregorski 1902 "V" nickel 
  Bob Belrose 1905 Indian Head cent 
  Darren Wright 1918-D Lincoln cent 
    
 Token/medal Danny LaMontagne 1850's Kossuth medal 
  Vince DiBattista AAU championship medal 
  Roy Wilbur Big Y token 
  Steve Gudernatch Big Y token 
    

JEWELRY    
 Gold Elaine Leonard 14K ring with diamond 
  Mike Giannetti platinum ring 
    
 silver Rick Browne sterling ring with turquoise 
  Chris Bourque 1960 class ring 
  Richard Walauski ring 
  Bob Cwikla sterling pin 
  Bob Belrose ,925 ring 
    
 Other Richard Lipka brooch with green & white stones 
  Roger Moyles pocket watch 
  Dave Gregorski St. Anne Shrine medal 
  Pam Giannetti necklace with heart & pink stones 
  Bob Ellis St. Hubert medal 
  Jamie Chamberland Men's band 
  Vince DiBattista 6-year safe driving pin 
  Steve Gudernatch butterfly 
  Joe Waldron watch 
  Phil Skewes St. Christopher cross 
  Mark Sutcliffe tie clasp 
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By Bob Cwikla 

Carl Muller: 1856 Seated dime  At the same site where earlier Carl had found 3 Seated dimes in one hole, 
another Seated Liberty was dug up from 5 inches deep in a public area. 
Roger Moyles: coin spill  At an apartment complex in West Hartford, Roger unearthed a Walking Liberty 
half, Washington quarter, Mercury dime, and 3 Wheats from one hole. A total of 8 silver coins were found at 
this site. 
 Bill Viot: 1788 half penny  Using different tactics at a site previously detected produced this Colonial 
‘replica’ half penny from a depth of 7 inches. 
 Dave Gregorski: 1902 “V” nickel  At a private salt water beach, Dave scooped up this old nickel from 6 
inches using a Whites Pulse machine. He returns there annually for ‘old times sake’. 
 Danny LaMontagne: 1850’s Kossuth medal  Venturing to a new site, Danny pulled out a chain first and a 
unique medal attached to it. The rain was pouring on this particular day. 
 Elaine Leonard: 14K ring with diamond  This nice ring was scooped up at a Cape Cod beach from 2 
inches deep using a Whites DFX. 
Rick Browne: sterling ring with turquoise stones  Detected at a private fresh water beach, this Is the only 
ring Rick has found this month. Amazing! 
 Richard Lipka: brooch or hair pin  Scooped out of a public salt water beach at the Cape 3 inches deep 
using a Whites DFX detector. 
 John Hart: mailman figurine  While detecting in a private yard with Bob Cwikla, John pulled out an old 
mailman figurine in a few pieces. Ironically Bob happens to be a mailman also. 
 Ken Briody: cannon ball  This large projectile was dug up from 6 inches while detecting with John 
McQueen on private land. 
 Chris Bourque: 1700’s shoe buckle  This complete buckle in excellent condition was unearthed from 7 
inches deep in a wooded area. 
 Consolation Prize: Richard Lipka  Digging down 10-12 inches at a Hyannis, Ma. Beach produced a 
real .25 caliber hand gun. It was heavily corroded - I hope it was not loaded! 

RELIC    
 Toy John Hart mailman figurine 
  Joe Waldron cap gun 
  Dave Gregorski depression era play coin 
  Don Bogli Tootsie Toy Chevy truck 
  Bob Cwikla Matchbox bulldozer 
  Mark Sutcliffe lucky play coin from Johnson's Bookstore 
    
 Military Ken briody small cannon ball 
    
 Other Chris Bourque 1700's shoe buckle 
  Bill Viot Colonial shoe buckle 
  Mike Giannetti East Hampton Fire Dept. badge 
  Roger Moyles handle 
 Consolation Prize Richard Lipka .25 caliber National Mfg. gun 
  Darren Wright stone mason's chisel 
  Carl Muller boot spur 
  Bill Wright fish net weights 
  Steve Gudernatch 4 pound weight 
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November Club Outing Report 
By Mark Sutcliffe 

  About 35 members turned out on a mild November morning in East Windsor. They 
immediately devoured three dozen doughnuts before setting out to scan a five-acre tobacco 
field that we had obtained permission to search. The soil was rich in scrap iron from 300 
years of intensive farming activity, and several members dug up large objects such as horse 
and ox shoes, iron bars, and tools. We removed about fifty pounds of junk. 

 Stray golf balls from the adjacent driving range probably outnumbered the coins by 
ten-to-one. No one found more than two coins in three hours, but some of the coins were 
definitely worth keeping. Bob Ellis found the oldest coin, an 1807 large cent. Three other 
large cents were found, including two dated 1847. Bruce Morris found his career first (1852) 
silver three-cent piece. Mike Giannetti dug a nice 1902 Barber dime. 

 Many typical farm field relics were unearthed, including buckles, buttons, and 
musketballballs. Mark Sutcliffe eyeballed the only Indian artifact of the day, a quartzite 
knife blade. 

 Five $2 scratch tickets were awarded in the following categories: 
Oldest Coin-Bob Ellis, 1807 large cent 
Most Coins-Tony Cwikla, 2 (!) 
Best Relic-Steve Wente, a nutmeg button 
Youngest Member Attending-Darren Wright 
Member whose birthday was closest to the date of the hunt-Don Bogli (Happy Birthday!) 

 All in attendance seemed to have a good time comparing finds and detectors. There 
was much discussion about the relative merits of various DFX settings and programs, and 
several members were digging some fairly deep relics. The landowner has offered the use of 
another farm field in East Windsor, so we hope to try that in the spring. 

[Ed. Note: after the ‘formal’ detecting was done, several members resumed hunting the 
field. In the extra hour I was there, a Merc and another large cent were unearthed. The penny 
was down only ~ 2 inches, in the heavily ‘ironed’ part of the field. Nobody gets it all.  
Thanks much to Mark for arranging this fine hunt. ] 
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The Joke’s On Me 
By Dave Gregorski 

I received a tip about an abandoned, ‘unposted’ house from the 1800’s, bought by the State. You 
may remember how rainy May was, so I eagerly waited for a dry day, and headed out. The yard 
looked very promising, and the soil was rich - moist and easy to dig in. However, after 3 hours I 
hadn’t gotten much – I later learned that several detectorists had been over the property months 
earlier – my only interesting finds being 2 neat ‘pictorial’ buttons from the mid-1800’s. 

Yet just before giving up, I got a weak ‘high’ signal, and pictured a deep silver coin. I went to 
dig, and quickly hit rock, which turned out to be a partially buried granite walkway. But I wasn’t 
to be denied. Scraping dirt away, the outline of the stone became visible, and I was able to insert 
my long digging tool and use it as a lever. After 10 minutes of effort, I got my fingers around the 
~ 40-pound stone and was able to roll it out of the hole. Success! And now for the fun part. 

The signal was in the center of the hole – the soil was powdery, and very easy to remove. I 
pinpointed the coin in the dirt pile, with high anticipation, and out came - - a Memorial penny! 
At first I felt ‘injured’ and even betrayed, but after 30 seconds began to chuckle. All that work, to 
be ‘faked out’! And how did that modern penny get there? I then heard what sounded like 
laughter coming from the nearby shrubbery – or was it an echo? 

Sometimes I’ve gotten a ‘whisper in my ear’ to hunt a certain site, and it’s paid off in a good and 
surprising find. And I’ve shared stories about how I’ve gotten ‘fooled’ by what I thought were 
good targets (small play coins strongly suggest half reales, especially in poor light!). I guess 
those ‘detecting faeries’ need to have their own brand of fun now and then, and this was one of 
those times. You can’t always get the ‘cheese’. After re-checking the hole, I rolled the stone back 
in, covered it with dirt, and headed back to my truck. 

Internet Sites of Interest (from Rick Browne) 
 
A neat internet site for finding satellite photos of areas is:    magic.lib.ucon.edu/cgi-bin/magic_histlist.pl 
 
From the AARP magazine May/June 2006: 
   Come summer, beaches beckon. But before you splatter on the sunscreen, select a shore that's been certified 
clean and safe.  Two nonprofits -- the Clean Beaches Council-  www.cleanbeaches.org/bluewave and the 
National Healthy Beaches Campaign-  www.ihrc.fiu.edu/nhbc -- publish annual lists of U.S. Beaches that meet 
strict criteria for water quality, sand quality and safety.  
Best surf turf? Dr. Beach of the National Healthy Beaches Campaign recommends Hanauma Bay Beach in 
Oahu, Hawaii. 
                                                                                                                                                                             
Check out the above cleanbeaches.org and get ready to print out the list - ~ 180 and that is just in CT. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS/HUNTS 

February ? (Sunday) - Coin Show @ the Polish National Home, 60 Charter Oak Ave., Hartford. 
Free admission and parking - call 203-877-1680 (Ed Doran) for details. Doors open at 9 A.M. 

Y.T.C. Meeting Dates for Year 2007 
 
    January 9      July 10 
 
    February 13     August 14 
 
    March13      September 11 
 
    April 10      October 9 
 
    May 8      November 13 
 
    June 12      December 11  (Christmas party) 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Your club officers and board members wish you and your loved ones, the best 
this coming season and throughout the year. May you have a good share of fun, 
joy, health, and happiness. And good detecting and finds! 
Y.T.C. is still growing, and we hope that some of you will help out this coming 
year. A club’s success doesn’t happen by accident. Sharing the work 
helps make it fun, interesting, and fulfilling . Take the first step and 
volunteer...there are people to help and guide you if needed.  
May your treasures be many, and special. 
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