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If you took all of the gold in the world and put it in one place, 
how much would there be? 

      

It is amazing, but the total amount of gold in the world is a surprisingly small quantity. Here's how 
you can calculate the total amount that is available. If you look at a page like this one, or if you look 
it up in an encyclopedia, you will find that the annual worldwide production of gold is something like 
50 million troy ounces per year. Gold has a specific gravity of 19.3, meaning that it is 19.3 times 
heavier than water. So gold weighs 19.3 kilograms per liter. A liter is a cube that measures 10 
centimeters (about 4 inches) on a side. There are 32.15 troy ounces in a kilogram. Therefore, the 
world produces a cube of gold that is about 4.3 meters (about 14 feet) on each side every year. In 
other words, all of the gold produced worldwide in one year could just about fit in the average 
person's living room! 

This cube weighs 1,555,210 kilograms (3,110,420 pounds). A 2003 spot price for gold was 
$256.10 U.S. -- using that number, all of the gold produced in a year is worth $12,805,000,000. 
[The current spot price is --.] That's a lot of money, but not an unimaginable amount. For example, 
that's about how much the Pentagon spent launching the GPS satellite system. NASA's budget in 
1998 was $13.6 billion. 

Figuring out the total amount of gold that has been produced by man is a little harder. To get at 
some kind of estimate, let's figure that the world has been producing gold at 50 million ounces a 
year for 200 years. That number is probably a little high, but when you figure that the Aztecs and 
the Egyptians produced a fair amount of gold for a long time, it's probably not too far off. Fifty 
million ounces * 200 years = 10 billion ounces. Ten billion ounces of gold would fit into a cube 
roughly 25 meters (about 82 feet) on a side. Consider that the Washington Monument measures 
55 feet by 55 feet at its base and is 555 feet tall (17 x 17 x 170 m). That means that if you could 
somehow gather every scrap of gold that man has ever mined into one place, you could only build 
about one-third of the Washington Monument. 

Platinum is even more scarce than gold. Only 3.6 million troy ounces are produced per year. Its 
specific gravity is 21.45, and it was discovered in the 18th century, not in 3,000 B.C. If you assume 
that the world has produced 3.6 million ounces per year for 50 years to estimate the total worldwide 
supply, all of the platinum in the world would fit in a cube that is 6.3 meters (about 20 feet) on a 

Thanks to Bob Tulay for forwarding this piece to me. He is one of the club ‘experts’ re. gold 
jewelry. Actually, I once saw his collection of detected gold finds. I think the ‘living room’ 
mentioned in the above article is Bob’s.     Ed. 
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                            YTC Officers 
 
President, Chuck Anderson        944-9558   
                   {nlsanderson@sbcglobalnet.net}  
         
Vice President, Bruce Morris         212-2276 
                {brm1956@netzero.net}
                              
Secretary, Mark Sutcliffe                  860-647-7541  
                                      {Msutcl 1776@aol.com} 
 
Treasurer, Vince DiBattista              860-666-0270 
     {VDibattist@aol.com } 
 
Newsletter, Dave Gregorski               860-742-5836 
                                      {DGRookie@aol.com} 

Yankee Territory Coinshooters 
Code of Ethics 

Respect the rights and property of others. 
Never destroy historical or archeological artifacts. 
Observe all laws, whether national, state, or local. 
Aid law enforcement officials whenever possible. 

Leave the land and vegetation as it was. 
FILL IN ALL HOLES. 

Remove all trash and litter, take it with you when you 
leave. 

Remember that all coinshooters may be judged by the 
example YOU set. Always conduct yourself with 

courtesy and consideration toward others. 

T.C.  Metal Detectors 
Authorized dealer for Fisher, Tesoro, Minelab, 
Garrett, Troy, Bounty Hunter, Detectorpro, 

Whites, Lesche, RTG, and more 

Tony Cwikla, 23 Cornwall Drive,  
Windsor Locks, CT  06096 

860-623-1153 or  860-916-2506 
{29 years experience, oldest, largest dealer in the area} 

Member: Y.T.C., FMDAC 
Special discounts for members! 

FAX: 860-627-0593;  e-mail:  
CAPACTION@aol.com 

 
We also carry a full line of books, digging tools, sand 
scoops, headphones, extra coils, bags, pouches, etc. 

 
- We use what we sell and give expert advice free of charge. - 

Why not come in and see what we’re finding !! 

METAL DETECTORS and ACCESSORIES  

J & E ENTERPRISES of  
S. Yarmouth  

Factory Authorized Dealer for Fisher, Garrett, 
Minelab, Tesoro, & Whites. Coiltek coils, Covers, 
Headphones, Beach & Water Scoops, Books, Etc., 

Eleanor Hube, 54 Old Main St. at Forest Rd. 
South Yarmouth, MA 02664 

1-508-760-2100 
e-mail,  jetrhub2@verizon.net 

(Founding member of Yankee Territory Coinshooters) 

SALES, SERVICE & RENTALS 
Accepts Discover, Mastercard and Visa 

Will ship UPS 

(Special consideration for Y.T.C. members.) 

A Passing… 
We recently learned that Art Lundberg 
passed away, after  a few years of declining 
health. Art was a Y.T.C. member for many 
years, and still enjoyed reading about the 
club through our newsletter. He will be 
missed by those who knew him. 
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Y.T.C. Christmas Party 
As usual, there was a lot of food, with enough 
variety to please everyone. Around 44 members 
and guests joined together for a fun evening. 
Douglas the Fir did not make his usual 
appearance. There was an unverified rumor the 
he was mugged in the parking lot. (For those not 
familiar with this tradition, this ‘tree’ has a 
sensor, which causes the SAME carol to be 
played, whenever someone walked in front of it.) 
Children are usually the slowest to be annoyed.   
(-: 

The highlight of the evening was the ‘Chinese’ 
grab bag, and most attendees participated. 
Several of the most popular gifts changed hands 
a few times. This year, there were no tears, just 
resignation -  all was in good fun.   

After around 3 hours, goodbyes were said, and 
Holiday wishes exchanged. Thanks to all who 
came, and brought food to share. Many thanks to 
those who gave an extra measure of help in 
making our party a success. 

February Meeting Program 
Here’s a topic that hasn’t been tried since I’ve 
been a member, so there should be some fresh 
interest. Let’s all look through our lifetime finds, 
and pick out some interesting tokens. 

These can be game, trade, or art tokens. They can 
be old or recent - they’re always neat to look at. 
Perhaps you can describe a few, or share a little 
about how you found one. 

If you wish not to talk about them (or can’t 
remember the details), that’s O.K. Just bring 
them to show, with or without a display case.      
Ed. 

Find of the Month 
This club activity has resumed, so please bring 

your finds for display at each meeting. The finds 
at the January meeting were detected between 

November and January.  

Unpaid Dues? 
If your name is highlighted on the front 
mailing label, your dues payment for 
2004 has not been recorded as this Probe 
goes to press. What does this mean for 
you? 
 
1. This will be your last issue of Probe. 
2. You won’t be eligible for the Jack 
Hube Polar Bear hunt (or any other 
club hunts). 
3. As a non-Y.T.C. member, you no 
longer will have voting privileges. 
4. You’ll miss all kinds of fun and 
informative stuff. 
5. People will miss you. 
To avoid the above, send your $20 check 
($25 if joining FMDAC) right now (made 
out to Y.T.C.) to: 

Y.T.C. 
P.O. Box 1811 

Hartford, CT  06114-1811 
You may also pay at any Y.T.C. function 
- see Vince DiBattista, our treasurer. 

2005 Y.T.C. Challenge! 
The new list is out - see page 9. Copies will be 
available from Dave Gregorski at monthly 
meetings.  
You can win silver coins as prizes, by completing 
any level. Even a ‘bad’ detecting day (if there is 
such a thing) can be ‘saved’ by finding 
something on the list. Items are ‘balanced’, 
regarding the type of sites where they’re likely to 
turn up.  
Items will be verified by Dave at any meeting. 
He will retain a copy of your progress throughout 
the year. Participating can add an element of fun, 
to an already great hobby. And any level of 
detectorist is welcome to join in. Give it a chance 
- who knows what you may find? 
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Y.T.C. Polar Bear Hunt Info./Rules 
Richard MacRobbie is once again organizing this 
traditional event. It will be held at Hammonassett 
State Park, East Beach (Madison) unless 
otherwise noted. The date will be Sunday, 
January 30, with a ‘weather date’ the 
following Sunday, Feb. 6. 
‘Mac’ is still hoping for donations from club 
members for prizes. Contact him at 860-742-
0706. The club will also be forwarding some 
cash for coin purchases. The hunt will feature 
planted coins, as well as tokens redeemable for 
prizes.  
Ordinary scoops will be allowed, along with 
small shovels and digging tools. Most targets 
should be no deeper than ~3 inches.  
Details are presented on page 10. Cost of the 
hunt is $8 per person, pending Board approval. 
Give yourself a chance at getting ‘the Indian’. 
See adjacent column for an explanation.  

Story of ‘The Indian’ 

   A  Y.T.C. tradition may be somewhat 
of a mystery to newer members, and 
possibly confusing even to older 
members. You may have heard or read  
references to “the Indian”. Yes, it is an 
Indian cent, but a very special one, that 
promises treasure. 

   Various members of our club (with a 
little assistance from our treasury) have 
filled a treasure chest with interesting 
and valuable goodies. At official club 
hunts (such as the upcoming Jack Hube 
Memorial Polar Bear Hunt), one token 
of the many planted, is designated as the 
‘special’ one by the huntmaster. The 
lucky and/or skillful detectorist earns a 
shot at the contents of the chest. 

   Only it’s still not that easy. Initially, a 
blind draw is made, in an attempt to pick 
the Indian from among 10 pennies. If 
the Indian ‘comes out’, the treasure 
chest contents are awarded to the lucky 
drawer (and the chest remains with the 
club). If not, the drawn wheat cent is 
removed, improving the odds for a 
winner at the next hunt. This continues 
until the Indian is drawn, and then the 
contest is ‘reset’.  

Of course, the pennies are disguised so 
one can’t ‘feel’ for the right one. 
Intuition can play a role, and a certain 
female member may be available for 
hire if you should want a good ‘picker’.  
Since Ken Gudernatch picked the Indian 
last February (out of ten!), there  are 10 
pennies (including the Indian) in the 
mix. The treasure chest is on display at 
every meeting. See above and also page 
10 for how you can win its contents!  

The First U.S. Mint… 
… was really the second one. The fledgling U.S. 
government initially stamped out coins in the basement 
of a Trenton saw manufacturer. It was here that the 
1792 ‘half disme’ was struck – the first official coin for 
circulation. An estimated 1,500 were produced, and 
legend has it that George Washington provided the 
silver. 
The first ‘official’ U.S. Mint was built in Philadelphia, 
a few years later. Its first commissioned assayer was an 
inmate of a debtor’s prison just a few years before. As 
copper was hard to come by in 1795, the Mint bought 
privately minted tokens, cut them down and restruck 
them. They were the size of the British halfpenny of the 
time, but denominated as “1-cent” pieces. Some were 
cut down to half-cent size and recoined to that 
denomination. 
Though there were 13 original colonies, the 1793 
Flowing Hair, Chain cent has 15 links, not 13 (the 
favored number in American symbolism). At the time 
of mintage, the country had already grown to 15 states. 
[From Coin World, Oct. 18, 2004.] 



- 6 - 

January 
 Household Tips  

Submitted by William Barker 
1. Stains on clothes - Colgate 
2. Grass stains - Karo Syrup 
3. Grease Stains - Coca Cola , it will also remove grease stains from the driveway overnight. We 
know it will take corrosion from car batteries! 
4. Fleas in your carpet? 20 Mule Team Borax - sprinkle and let stand for 24 hours. Maybe this will 
work if you get them back again (as flea eggs in the carpet may hatch). 
5. To keep FRESH FLOWERS longer: Add a little Clorox to the water, or 2 Bayer aspirin , or just 
use 7-Up instead of water. 
6. When you go to buy bread in the grocery store, have you ever Wondered which is the freshest, so 
you "squeeze" for freshness or softness? Did you know that bread is delivered fresh to the stores five 
days a week? Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday. Each day has a different color twist 
tie. They are: Monday = Blue, Tuesday = Green, Thursday, = Red, Friday = White and Saturday = 
Yellow . So if today was Thursday, you would want red twist tie; not white which is Fridays (almost 
a week old)! The colors go alphabetically by color Blue - Green - Red - White - Yellow, Monday 
through Saturday. Very easy to remember. I thought this was interesting. I looked in the grocery store 
and the bread wrappers DO have different twist ties, and even the ones with the plastic clips have 
different colors. You learn something new everyday!  

Streeter’s THers Gazette, 8/04 

For Sale 
Used Minelab Excalibur 800  

(8 " coil)  
 - just checked out O.K. by the factory   

Sold three years ago, used three or 
four times, not in the water.   

Looks like new.  Asking $650.   
 

Eleanor Hube will have it at the Polar 
Bear Hunt if it hasn't been sold. 

1-508-760-2100 
jetrhub2@verizon.net 
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Year 2005 Meeting Dates for Y.T.C. 
  
 February 8     July 12 
 
 March 8      August 9 
 
 April 12      September 13 
 
 May 10      October 11 
 
 June 14      November 8 
 
    December 13 (Christmas party) 

“‘Tis Death to Counterfeit!” 
This admonition was present on early (paper) notes from Colonial America. Throughout the ages, 
counterfeiting penalties have ranged from hand amputation to death sentences that were sometimes 
gruesome (e.g., burning at the stake). Variations in the above warning were used in hopes of deterring 
would-be forgers. 
The penalties for counterfeiting coins were not as severe as those for notes, since it was acceptable in 
the American Colonies to make and pass counterfeit Spanish Colonial coins. However, the most widely 
circulated counterfeits were the counterfeit British halfpennies that could be passed for 1 cent in value 
in the Colonies. 
The growth of local coinage in Colonial America offered more opportunities to practice the 
counterfeiting trade. Vermont, followed by Connecticut and several other states, issued their own 
coinage. So in 1792, Congress established the U.S. Mint, adopting a coinage system based on the 
Spanish silver dollar divided into 100 parts, corresponding roughly to the counterfeit halfpenny that 
was familiar. Therefore in 1793, the copper coinage that appeared resembled in size, shape, and 
purchasing power the old counterfeit halfpennies. Of course, this ‘large cent’ was different in design, 
and somewhat heavier to make it circulate better. 
The punishments of whipping and of standing in the pillory were abolished in 1839, with imprisonment 
at hard labor substituted for nearly all other humiliating punishments. Fines and imprisonment remain 
the sentences of choice under current U.S. counterfeiting laws. 

[Content taken from Coin World, Sept.27, 2004.] 
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Ode to a Winter Beach  
By Dave Gregorski  

 
Since summer, you have changed a lot… 
You hardly look the same. 
This time of year when 40 is ‘hot’ 
The waves are all but tame. 
 
      The sand comes in, the sand goes out, 
      Your deep stones are laid bare -  
      Old coins and rings are within reach, 
      Detect it if you dare. 
 
 
Your eyes ‘water’, your nose runs… 
Don’t let your gloves get wet! 
This is ‘extreme detecting’, 
Some won’t do it on a bet. 
 
      Yet for those who do, a bond is formed, 
      With that ever-changing shore. 
      And add the chance to get a Merc, 
      Who could ask for more? 
 
 
So ‘layer up’ and hit that beach 
When frozen is the ground -  
Add to your list of memories, 
A relationship....profound. 
 

What’s In a Name? 
In 1916, several new coins were designed for the U.S. Mint. The Barber dime made a transition to the 
Winged Liberty Head variety, which we commonly call the Mercury dime. The quarter showed ‘Miss 
Liberty’ stepping forward to the gateway of the country, yet we call it the Standing Liberty quarter. The 
half shows the goddess Liberty taking a full stride toward the ‘dawn of a new day’, and we now call the 
coin a Walking Liberty half dollar (not ‘Striding Liberty’). 

[From Coin World, August 30, 2004.] 
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Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 
Button Grommet/eyelet Lipstick case Thimble 

Non-U.S. Coin Game or Trade Token Indian Head Cent Dated Object, pre-1930  
(not a coin) 

Key 3 or more coins in one hole Religious Medal Shield  nickel Or half cent Or  
U.S. 2- or  3-cent piece 

Washer Bullet Lead Jewelry chain Gold Or Pt Ring with stones 
of 2 or more colors 

‘Eagle’ quarter (pre-1999) Silver Coin Gold Jewelry Small U.S. cent,  pre-1880 

Nut or bolt Zipper-pull ‘V’ nickel Or 
Silver ‘wartime’ nickel 

Pre-1892 
Silver U.S. coin 

Fishing item 
(not a weight) 

Watch 
(or part of) 

Item depicting a living 
creature (not a U.S. coin) 

Coins from 4 Different 
Countries  

(not U.S. or Canada) 

20 coins in one day Silver Jewelry Dog license tag Foreign coin, pre-1935 
(not a Colonial halfpenny) 

Toy  vehicle Buckle Barber Coin Crucifix/cross, any metal 

‘Junk’ jewelry Buffalo nickel U.S. $1 coin Lead figurine (or part of) 
Eating Utensil Fishing weight 

(one ounce or less) 
Colonial halfpenny Or 

U.S. Large Cent 
Bicentennial U.S. coin  

(1776-1976) 

Shotgun/bullet casing 
Or  

$2.00 in coins, one day 

Hinge 
Or 

40  coins in one day 

‘Tootsie Toy’ 
Or 

75 Coins in 1 Day 

Military button, medal, or pin 
Or 

100 Coins in 1 Day 

Wild Card  
Wheat cent 

Wild Card  
Game/sports-related item 

Wild Card  
U.S. Half dollar 

Wild Card  
Item with patent # / date 

Y.T.C. 2005 Challenge List 

A Wild Card item may be substituted for any other item in the same level. All items must be metal. 
A find may be used to satisfy only one item on the list. 

        PRIZES for completing: 
          Level 1     Silver Dime 
          Level 2     Silver Quarter  
Name _________________________________     Level 3    2 Silver Quarters 
          Level 4     Silver Half Dollar 
Challenge 2005  hunting dates  include:             All Levels    Silver Dollar 
 January 1, 2005 - December 31, 2005 
Each member wishing to participate receives a copy of the Challenge List and the “Challenge Manager” keeps a 
duplicate copy. At each club meeting, finds will be verified by the “Challenge Manager” (using club resources if 
needed) who will check off items on the master list. Items need not be brought in during the month of the ‘find’, but 
may not be carried over from one year to the next. Planted items from organized hunts DO NOT QUALIFY. Upon 
completion of each level, the prize for that level will be awarded at a club meeting. The “Challenge Manager”  (Dave 
Gregorski) is the final judge as to whether a find qualifies, and regarding other pertinent conflicts. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS/HUNTS 

2005 Garrett Club Program: Please register all Garrett metal detectors purchased or received 
as gifts during 2005, with Garrett. If you make them aware that you are a member of YTC, 
Garrett will credit the club with 10% of the purchase price.  Obtain an application form from 
any YTC officer. This credit may be used to procure a Freedom Ace Give-A-Way detector. This 
is an easy and effective way to support your club! 

February 27 (Sunday) - Coin Show @ the Polish National Home, 60 Charter Oak Ave., 
Hartford. Free admission and parking - call 860-247-1784 for details. Doors open at 9 A.M. 

...is on January 30, and starts at 1 P.M. with registration beginning at noon (parking lot). Come 
earlier and help seed the sand. Current members only; hunt fee is only $8.  The hunt will be at 
Hammonassett State Park’s East Beach (well-marked with signs). Hunt Marshal Richard 
MacRobbie may postpone the hunt  (same time, location) in case of severe weather. If in doubt re. 
weather, call Mac, Dave Gregorski, or Vince DiBattista (666-0270). Rain/snow date is February 6. 
   Dress accordingly, long johns, boots, gloves and a hat are a must. Bring a snack and warming 
beverage. Watch your speed, State and Park police are usually set up this time of year on the access 
road. Good luck and see you there for the Indian’s chance to get out AGAIN (see page 5)!  

The Jack Hube Memorial Polar Bear Hunt 
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 Polar Bear Sighting! 

By Dave Gregorski 
The 10th annual Jack Hube Memorial hunt took place on January 30. A bright day greeted 33 Y.T.C. detectorists, as 
they gathered around the Meigs Point beach at Hammonassett State Park. (The hunt site was moved at the last 
minute because of sand/snow/ice conditions.) By hunt time, the temperature was approaching 40 degrees, causing a 
few of the ‘bears’ to shed a layer or two. 
The socializing was pleasant, aided by coffee and donuts. The ‘hunters’ then surrounded the area staked out by 
Richard MacRobbie (huntmaster), and after a moment of silence in honor of our co-founder, attacked the sand. (It 
was very nice that Eleanor Hube, our co-founder, was able to be present.) All targets were in the top 3 inches – the 
sand was frozen beneath that anyway. For some, it was a challenge to eliminate the effect of ‘cross-talk’ among the 
detectors. Sometimes it was easiest to just walk away from the ‘offending’ detector! 
2100 coins were planted, with a value of $240. In addition, there were over 200 tokens, redeemable for prizes. Add 
to that a few odd pieces (jewelry, silver coins, etc.), the targets were plentiful. For several members, this was their 
first ‘planted’ hunt ever. 
After ~ 45 minutes, the hunt field contained only a few members – as with all planted hunts, the majority of stuff is 
retrieved in the first 20 minutes or so. After the designated one hour, members gradually made their way to the 
tables in the pavilion area, to sort their finds and await their prizes. 
Eleanor and Jack Hube, Jr. donated prizes in honor of ‘big Jack’. Vince DiBattista was fortunate to find the token for 
one of these, a nice treasure chest with goodies inside. Vince also found a specific key, which this year entitled him 
to go for ‘the Indian’, and win the Y.T.C. treasure chest! Unfortunately for him (and good for the rest of us!), he 
picked a Wheat cent out of the group – so for the next formal hunt, there will be 8 Wheaties in company with the 
elusive Indian cent. 
One prize was unclaimed, and was raffled off - a nice set of headphones. Turns out that that token was not in the 
sand, but in Mac’s pouch! (He was very busy.) Turns out again, that the headphones had been donated by himself! 
Two raffles were also held – Tony Cwikla winning a silver dollar, and Nancy Webb winning the other one. ‘Lucky 
Nancy’ was true to her nickname – Rick Browne, doing a great job selling tickets, ‘persuaded’ Nancy to participate, 
saying he would buy 2 tickets if she would buy one. Of course, of the three tickets peeled off, Nancy got the winner. 
After the hunt, some members migrated to Lenny & Joe’s seafood restaurant. The hunt made a profit, largely due to 
the raffle intake. It was a great time, and many thanks to Mac for his usual yeoman’s work (there’s a LOT of 
organizing!). Thanks also to others who helped – prize donors, ticket sellers, target planters, coffee/donut bringers, 
and prize distributors. We are glad so many attended – this was a great ‘waypoint’ on the way to Spring! 

Year’s First ‘Fun Hunt’! 
It will take place on Sunday, March  6 at the Clinton Town Beach, where we have had luck in previous years. 
People have been losing things here for a very long time - old coppers have come up in the past. It’s called a ‘fun 
hunt’ because you’re hunting in the spirit of fun and friendship, with comrades from your club. No coins/tokens are 
planted - all finds are ‘natural’. You should hear some interesting stories, judging from past years’ experiences. All 
members are invited and welcome. 

The formal hunt will begin at noon, and end at 2PM. The tide will be lower than normal, so there will be enough 
wet sand/mud to detect. Waterhunters should be aware that the mud will be formidable. Keep everything you find, as 
prizes will be awarded for: oldest coin, most coins, ‘best’ piece of jewelry, ‘best’ relic, and perhaps a mystery 
category or two. I will be doing the judging.  
Wear warm clothing and boots - try ‘layering, as it could be warm. Also bring drinks/snacks for yourself.  As a 
courtesy, please do not hunt at this location before the official start on Sunday. Contact me (Dave Gregorski) if 
you have any questions, or if the weather is ‘iffy’.   

Directions - off I-95, take exit 63 and proceed south on route 81. Take a left onto route 1 east. Cross over the Indian 
River, then shortly take a right onto Waterside Lane. Continue to the end and meet in the parking lot. 
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President, Chuck Anderson        944-9558   
                   {nlsanderson@sbcglobalnet.net}  
         
Vice President, Bruce Morris         212-2276 
                {brm1956@netzero.net}
                              
Secretary, Mark Sutcliffe                  860-647-7541  
                                      {Msutcl 1776@aol.com} 
 
Treasurer, Vince DiBattista              860-666-0270 
     {VDibattist@aol.com } 
 
Newsletter, Dave Gregorski               860-742-5836 
                                      {DGRookie@aol.com} 

Yankee Territory Coinshooters 
Code of Ethics 

Respect the rights and property of others. 
Never destroy historical or archeological artifacts. 
Observe all laws, whether national, state, or local. 
Aid law enforcement officials whenever possible. 

Leave the land and vegetation as it was. 
FILL IN ALL HOLES. 

Remove all trash and litter, take it with you when you 
leave. 

Remember that all coinshooters may be judged by the 
example YOU set. Always conduct yourself with 

courtesy and consideration toward others. 

T.C.  Metal Detectors 
Authorized dealer for Fisher, Tesoro, Minelab, 
Garrett, Troy, Bounty Hunter, Detectorpro, 

Whites, Lesche, RTG, and more 

Tony Cwikla, 23 Cornwall Drive,  
Windsor Locks, CT  06096 

860-623-1153 or  860-916-2506 
{29 years experience, oldest, largest dealer in the area} 

Member: Y.T.C., FMDAC 
Special discounts for members! 

FAX: 860-627-0593;  e-mail:  
CAPACTION@aol.com 

 
We also carry a full line of books, digging tools, sand 
scoops, headphones, extra coils, bags, pouches, etc. 

 
- We use what we sell and give expert advice free of charge. - 

Why not come in and see what we’re finding !! 

METAL DETECTORS and ACCESSORIES  

J & E ENTERPRISES of  
S. Yarmouth  

Factory Authorized Dealer for Fisher, Garrett, 
Minelab, Tesoro, & Whites. Coiltek coils, Covers, 
Headphones, Beach & Water Scoops, Books, Etc., 

Eleanor Hube, 54 Old Main St. at Forest Rd. 
South Yarmouth, MA 02664 

1-508-760-2100 
e-mail,  jetrhub2@verizon.net 

(Founding member of Yankee Territory Coinshooters) 

SALES, SERVICE & RENTALS 
Accepts Discover, Mastercard and Visa 

Will ship UPS 

(Special consideration for Y.T.C. members.) 

Kudos...  
...to club member Tom Woron, who published an 

article describing metal detecting  in some detail. It 
appeared in Neighbors, a monthly paper distributed 

in Eastern CT. 
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8 Pages… 
Perhaps you’ve already noticed that the Probe is 
shorter this month.  The usual Minutes, Finds of 
the Month and Checkerboard reports take up 3 
pages each month. Since we’ve had  two months 
in a row without these, I’ve reduced the size of 
this month’s newsletter so as not to ‘use up’ too 
many of my articles, etc.  

Which leads me to once again invite you to share 
your stories, articles, experiences, etc. with the 
membership. If you don’t wish to write yourself, 
tell me your story and I’ll put it on paper. Any 
piece will be appreciated - and thanks to those 
who have shared in the past.     Ed. 

Finds of the Month Note 
Our monthly schedule has resumed. For the 

February meeting, the finds comprised 
everything found since the November meeting. 
The January meeting was cancelled because of 
snow, and this activity is always skipped for the 

December meeting (Christmas Party). 

Editor’s Note… 
When you see brackets [.…] in this newsletter, 
those are comments made by me, not the author 
of the piece. I don’t always use the standard 
convention of putting “Ed.” at the end. Also, I try 
to indicate the author or source of any article in 
the Probe. (Sometimes I do lose track of who 
submitted what.)  

If such is not indicated, then it was I who wrote 
the piece, in case you have comments/issues with 
it. (If it is a report of, say, a club event, I do not 
always put my name on it.)       Dave G. 

For White’s DFX Owners 
For those interested in going beyond the ‘turn on 
and go’ programs of the DFX, there is a new 
book available. It’s called Digging Deeper with 
the DFX, and besides the ‘how to’ of 
customizing, includes more detailed operating 
information than is in the basic manual. There are 
50 figures and 16 tables amid the ~116 pages. 

The book is pricey – around $30, so you might 
consider its worth relative to how much detecting 
you do, and your goals re. types of finds you’re 
after. [Or perhaps you can chip in with other 
DFX owners!] It is available through 
participating White’s dealers, and also from:  Jeff 
Foster, P.O. Box 260, Stony Brook, NY  11790, 
at a cost of $27.50 + $4.50 S&H. 

[Info. taken from Western & Eastern Treasures, 
Jan., 2005.]  

Civil War Sub Crew Laid to Rest 
In 1864, the hand-cranked Confederate 
submarine Hunley rammed a spar (with a black 
powder charge attached), into the Union 
blockade ship, Housatonic. The crew of eight 
brave men changed the world of naval warfare. 
However, the Hunley never returned from that 
mission. In 1991, it was found off the coast of 
South Carolina, and raised 9 years later. 

Previous crews were also unlucky. In 1863, 
waves from a passing ship flooded the sub at its 
mooring, drowning all aboard. A few weeks 
later, another crew died during a test dive. 
In April, 2004, the last crew was memorialized in 
an elaborate ceremony, and laid to rest next to 
the other crews. 

[From an article provided by Dan Slawski.] 
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A Beach Hunter’s Dream 
   Silver treasures were buried on the beaches of Florida by a hurricane almost 300 years 
ago. Another hurricane – Jeanne – recently revealed some of those treasures. On Sept. 
26 [2004], a marine archeologist found 180 Spanish colonial silver coins in ‘near mint 
condition’. They are worth an estimated $40,000, and were discovered at a beach in 
Brevard County. 
   The coins were from a fleet of 11 treasure ships, bound homeward from Havana for 
Spain. They were returning with the ‘king’s fifth’ – 20% of all the gold and silver mined 
in the Americas that year (1715). The entire flotilla was driven aground by a hurricane 
and broken apart. The Spanish salvaged most of the 14 million pesos worth of coins, but 
quit when the work was no longer cost-effective. 
   On this recent September day, 120 8-reals (known as ‘pieces of eight’) and 60 4-real 
coins were found. They were ‘cobs’, crudely made coinage struck from irregularly-
shaped but accurately weighed silver pieces, cut from bars fashioned from silver mined 
in Spanish Colonial America. Most of the uncovered coins were from the Mexico City 
Mint. 
   The coins were covered in a green patina, but were near-mint as they had never been 
in contact with the sea [probably like some Mercs found at Hammonassett, high above 
the waterline]. The coins had been buried under an 18-foot tall sand dune that was 
ripped apart by the wind and wave action. An 18-foot ‘cliff’ was left along a stretch of 
60 feet of beach. 
   As there was no public access place for miles, the finder had to descend the cliff 
directly. The final drop to the beach was 6 feet. The beach was trash-free, and the 
Garrett detector (a 25 year-old Deep Seeker) quickly began targeting the old coins. Some 
coins were on the surface. After 3 hours, the 8 P.M. curfew (to prevent looting of nearby 
homes) ended the hunt. 
[From Coin World, November 8, 2004. Within 24 hours, subsequent tides had covered 
remaining coins beyond detection depth. But imagine what a more modern machine 
would have discovered!] 

Better Batteries! 
   From a recent newspaper article, it seems that a superior battery will be available in the U.S., as of 
April. (They’ve been sold in Japan for a year.) AA and AAA batteries will cost ~ 10% more, but will 
deliver up to twice the power/capacity, depending on how they’re used. 
   A higher voltage is maintained for a longer time, as there is more electrolyte packed inside. No 
mention was made re. use in metal detectors, but I’m going to try them where I’m not using 
rechargeables.  The battery type is called ‘Oxyride’. Panasonic is one brand.   Ed. 
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A 2004 ‘Challenge’ Story 
By Dave Gregorski 

 
    Toward the end of 2003, I needed just one of two items to complete the fourth and last level of the 
Challenge. I was shut out. As of August of 2004, I was in the same situation. With 4 months of 
detecting left, I felt I had a good shot at getting either a thimble, or a gold ring with 2 different-colored 
stones. (In 2003, I’d gotten 2 or 3 of each.) 
   The detecting hours passed, and pages were torn from the calendar. The ground most everywhere was 
now frozen, so the likelihood of getting a thimble was greatly reduced (though Chuck reminded me that 
he’d gotten one at Hammonassett Beach).  
   We got a reprieve from the cold the last week of December, so I decided to take one last shot at the 
‘grand prize’. December 30th was in the low 40’s, with no wind – a very pleasant day. My plan was to 
hit several beaches where I thought I’d find some ‘red sand’. This iron-laden medium does well at 
‘hiding’ targets from detectorists, so I felt I’d have a better shot at that ring.  
   I stopped first at a small private beach that dates back to the late 1800’s, where I have permission to 
hunt. High up on the beach there was abundant red sand, of almost a purplish hue. My machine ‘went 
crazy’, so I had to make some adjustments. I was able to find a few coins in the top 4 inches – and I did 
get a silver quarter and silver ‘war’ nickel from the 40’s, both right on the surface! But no gold. 
   After lunch I checked out Hammo, and was disappointed to find no erosion or colored sand. In 1 ½ 
hours, I got 2 coins. That beach needs a big storm bad. Time was running out, and I proceeded to a 
small town beach. 
   The ‘top of the beach’ was quite red – happiness is. There were only ~45 minutes of daylight left, but 
I decided to dig every target anyway. I was encouraged to find a couple quarters, and then…in the 
bottom of my small sand scoop, was the unmistakable glitter of gold! I noticed the large reddish stone, 
in a nice setting. My plan had worked! I quickly and stealthily popped the ring in my ‘water jar’, as 
there were a few people nearby. But after hunting another 5 minutes, I couldn’t stand it! I headed for 
the truck.  
   I’ve seen many such rings with large colored stones on the Find of the Month table – they almost 
always are accompanied by at least a few small diamond chips (except for class rings, which this 
wasn’t). I looked closely at the now-clean ring…and looked…and looked. Then I heard the 
unmistakable and all-too-familiar twittering from the tall grass behind the snow fence. I’d heard the 
same sound this past summer (and many other times), when in the fading light thought I’d gotten a 
half-real, only to have it ‘turn into’ a child’s play coin. The large red stone had no other stones for 
company. And the ‘detecting faeries’ were once again enjoying taking me within site of the 
mountaintop, then ‘pulling out the rug’. 
   Now, I can’t complain about getting a beautiful gold ring. And overall I’d had a great day (I later 
discovered I had an Indian cent in the mix).  Yet the ‘tease’ of this hobby can raise and then dash 
hopes, and at the same time attract. The Challenge is called that for good reason – since I’ve been a 
member, no one has completed all four levels. But now we have a new list for 2005! And hope is 
renewed. And those faeries, I’m sure, are ‘warming up’ some new surprises!    

[I’ve learned that I was not the only one ‘so close’ last year. Bob Tulay has shared that he also needed 
one of two Level 4 items, to complete all 4 levels and win that silver half and silver dollar. They were - 
dated object-pre 1930, or a pre-1892 silver US coin.  I wonder of those pixies harassed him, too?  (-:  ] 
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 Pewter in America 
 
 The earliest pewter forms have been found in Roman excavation from about 200 A. D. and it is 
believed that the ancient Chinese and Egyptians cast pewter even earlier. Not until the 11th century is 
there documentation of it being used in England and very little has been found there dating earlier than 
the 15th century. Early English pewter was a luxury affordable only by the church and nobility. 
By the time the Pilgrims landed in the New World, pewter was in common use in Europe, although 
most of America's early settlers ate from treen, or woodenware. From the first colonial settlements up 
through the middle of the 19th century, wills and probate records reveal the growing importance of 
household pewter. Shipping records indicate that before the American Revolution, more that 300 tons 
of pewter was exported from England to the colonies each year, the value of which exceeded any other 
export at the time. 
There were American pewterers working at the time, but England protected its monopoly by forbidding 
the export of the raw materials. It has been said that for every piece of pewter made in the colonies, 200 
or more were made in England. American pewterers had been well trained in Europe but could only 
work with old worn out English pewter. The workmanship of English imports was of good quality with 
a wide variety of forms. That abundance and variety of imported pewter created a difficult business 
environment for American craftsmen to say nothing of the high cost of the necessary molds. 
There were a few American pewterers who did well, but not as well as the silversmiths. Prior to the 
Revolution, Newport was a major commercial center on a par with Boston, New York, and 
Philadelphia. At that time the city had 5 pewterers whose combined working years did not equal many 
of the 10 silversmiths. This disparity is but part of the explanation of why there is so little pre-
Revolutionary Newport pewter compared to silver. While there are nearly fifty Newport silver tankards 
known today, fewer than five Newport pewter tankards remain. 
This does not suggest that more silver was made than pewter. At that time, silver was an investment 
and a security as paper money fluctuated wildly in value. Silver was also a visible symbol of wealth 
while pewter was a functional necessity that was much easier to produce. Also, silver did not wear out 
while the useful life of a pewter plate was only 2 to 5 years. It was then returned or sold to the 
pewterers, melted, recast and resold. 
Commercial centers of any size were home to pewterers and their wares were carried to smaller 
villages and isolated farmhouses by horse and wagon for barter. In Rhode Island the entire roster of 
pewterers were in Newport or Providence except for one in Kingston (who was better known as a 
silversmith) and another in Cranston. Generally most of the Massachusetts pewterers worked within 20 
miles of Boston. 
There are some traditional fables regarding pewter. Most people believe pewter is another name for 
lead. This tale is a cynical sequel to the one about old New England families and why they became less 
successful with each generation - lead poisoning. The other fable that does not fit with the first is that 
the reason American pewter is so rare is that it was all melted down for bullets in the revolution. 
Pewter would not have been melted for bullets as it consists of approximately 95% tin, 0.75% copper, 
1.5% antimony, 0.1% bismuth, and only 2% lead. With the specific gravity of lead being almost twice 
that of tin, the specific gravity of pewter would be less than 1/4 that of lead. Therefore a pewter bullet 
would weigh less, have less momentum, less penetrating ability, and thus be useless as a bullet. 

-Continued on page 8- 
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UPCOMING EVENTS/HUNTS 

2005 Garrett Club Program: Please register all Garrett metal detectors purchased or 
received as gifts during 2005, with Garrett. If you make them aware that you are a 
member of YTC, Garrett will credit the club with 10% of the purchase price.  Obtain 
an application form from any YTC officer. This credit may be used to procure a Freedom 
Ace Give-A-Way detector. This is an easy and effective way to support your club! 

February 27 (Sunday) - Coin Show @ the Polish National Home, 60 Charter Oak Ave., 
Hartford. Free admission and parking - call 860-247-1784 for details. Doors open at 9 
A.M. 

March 6 (Sunday) - Y.T.C ‘fun hunt’ - see page 2. 
April 3 (Sunday) - 32nd annual Coin & Paper Money Show; 75 tables - Willimantic, 
Prospect St. School gym,  9-4, free admission. 233 Prospect St., corner of High St. - 
sponsored by Mansfield Numismatic Society.  E-mail:   oldmoneyinfo@webtv.net 

BONE - (April) - will share info. as soon as I get it.   Ed. 

Pewter, continued 
As pewter was a functional domestic necessity it was subject to every possible abuse. Sadware (plates 
up to 11 inches in diameter and dishes greater than 11 inches) were daily attacked by knives and forks 
while hollow ware (tankards, mugs, porringers, coffee and teapots) were subject to less abuse and had a 
longer life span. Clearly more flatware was made, used and survived compared to hollow ware. Pewter 
spoons are commonly found today. But while many spoons are authentic in form, most have been 
recast recently using old molds. 
After the Revolution, with greater availability of raw material and a growing economy, pewter 
production entered a new era with much greater production and the creation of new forms. In England 
and on the continent each individual pewterer had his personal identifying mark (called touches) and 
usually was a member of a highly regulated guild. In America there were essentially no regulations 
although apprenticeships were expected. American touches tended to be simpler than those used in 
Europe, often consisting of no more than initials in a shield or similar device. It is not known what 
percentage of American pewter was unmarked vs. marked, but we can identify an unmarked form as 
being from a specific pewterer or area based on identical forms with marks. Most post-revolutionary 
marks contain an eagle or an anchor while earlier marks are simply initials. Occasionally the word 
"London" will be found on American pieces, which was an attempt to make them more marketable. 
While the vast majority of pewter was for domestic use a considerable amount was for public use. 
Some pewterers made communion services for the church. The pieces exhibited in this gallery were 
made in Rhode Island. Many of them were discovered around New Bedford attesting to the area's 
social and economic ties with Newport and Providence. 
[No reference for this fine article - sorry.] 
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Minutes of Yankee Territory Coinshooters Meeting, February 8, 2005: 
 
 The meeting was called to order at 7:04 p.m. with 34 members and 2 guests present. 
There was no Secretary’s Report because there was no January meeting. 
The Treasurer’s Report was accepted as read with a balance of $2,822.88 plus silver inventory of $290.60 at 

purchase cost. 
Correspondence: 
We received a thank-you from Eye Care Foundation for our donation in memory of Art Lundberg. 
The Mattatuck Museum in Waterbury has a large permanent button exhibit. This may be a future club trip. 
We received the first FMDAC Quest in a year. To save money, they only sent us 5 copies. Ken Gudernatch 
offered to make copies for distribution to all Federation members. 
Carl Muller’s picture appeared in Western & Eastern Treasures magazine with his Cash Bash 2-real find. We 

circulated a get-well card for him because he is recovering from surgery. 
Old Business: None 
New Business: 
A motion was made and passed to donate $150 to the East Hartford Public Library in appreciation for the use of 
the meeting space. 
A motion was made and passed to renew our liability insurance policy (which now includes coverage for terrorist 
acts) for $367.00. 
A motion was made and passed to donate $50 to the Channel 3 Kids Camp. 
Huntmaster Richard MacRobbie reported on the Jack P. Hube Memorial Polar Bear Hunt. There was no January 
meeting (due to snow), so a phone vote was taken to authorize the advance of $200 for expenses, plus a $150 
subsidy for the hunt. 33 members attended the hunt. The event was relocated from West Beach to Meig’s Point 
because that was the only spot with a large area of snow-free sand. 2200 coins were buried and 200 prizes won. 
Tony Cwikla and Nancy Webb won raffles that netted a profit of $51.00. Vince DiBattista found the token to 
allow him a chance at winning the Treasure Chest. He was unable to draw the Indian Head penny from the pot, 
so the chest goes on to the next hunt. 
Chuck reported that we have a slate of officers for the elections in March. 
The March meeting program will be best token finds. 
A motion was made on Bob Tulay’s proposal to hold a club tag sale at the April meeting. 20% of each 
individual’s sales will go to the club for a maximum of $20.00. Members are encouraged to limit items to those 
that are detecting or hobby-related. The motion passed. [See page 8 for details.] 
The March Club Outing will be at Clinton beach [see page 2 of the Feb. Probe] on March 6th.     

Chuck proposed holding a $300.00 gold hunt, details to follow. 
A member questioned if we should draw for the Treasure Hunt at other club functions in addition to the one hunt 
we (now) hold per year. The answer is that we used to have three hunts per year but now sponsor only one due to 
lack of Huntmasters to step up to run them. Our (second) hunt of the year is now Jerry Burr’s Cash Bash and 
since that event is open to all, it would be difficult to have a token in that hunt that would only be good for our 
members to have a chance at our Treasure Chest. The Treasure Chest has always been limited to our own club 
planted hunts. We need to have more planted hunts. 
Librarian John McQueen requests that overdue library materials be returned ASAP. 
Tony Cwikla modeled 3 different water scoops and a new metal detector. 
The program was Best Finds of 2004. Chuck Anderson, Bill Viot, John Hart, Mark Sutcliffe, Dave Gregorski, 
Joe Leal, Ken Gudernatch, Bob Tulay, Vince DiBattista, and Rick Browne displayed their year’s favorite finds. 
Ed Scheonrock won the Attendance Drawing for 3 silver quarters. 
Bob Cwikla won the drawing for an 1898 silver dollar. 
A guest won the 50/50 Raffle. 
Challenge master Dave Gregorski announced that he and Vince DiBattista had already achieved Level One. 
The meeting adjourned at 8:59 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted, Mark Sutcliffe, Secretary. 
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                            YTC Officers 
 
President, Chuck Anderson        944-9558   
                   {nlsanderson@sbcglobalnet.net}  
         
Vice President, Bruce Morris         212-2276 
                {brm1956@netzero.net}
                              
Secretary, Mark Sutcliffe                  860-647-7541  
                                      {Msutcl 1776@aol.com} 
 
Treasurer, Vince DiBattista              860-666-0270 
     {VDibattist@aol.com } 
 
Newsletter, Dave Gregorski               860-742-5836 
                                      {DGRookie@aol.com} 

Yankee Territory Coinshooters 
Code of Ethics 

Respect the rights and property of others. 
Never destroy historical or archeological artifacts. 
Observe all laws, whether national, state, or local. 
Aid law enforcement officials whenever possible. 

Leave the land and vegetation as it was. 
FILL IN ALL HOLES. 

Remove all trash and litter, take it with you when you 
leave. 

Remember that all coinshooters may be judged by the 
example YOU set. Always conduct yourself with 

courtesy and consideration toward others. 

T.C.  Metal Detectors 
Authorized dealer for Fisher, Tesoro, Minelab, 
Garrett, Troy, Bounty Hunter, Detectorpro, 

Whites, Lesche, RTG, and more 

Tony Cwikla, 23 Cornwall Drive,  
Windsor Locks, CT  06096 

860-623-1153 or  860-916-2506 
{29 years experience, oldest, largest dealer in the area} 

Member: Y.T.C., FMDAC 
Special discounts for members! 

FAX: 860-627-0593;  e-mail:  
CAPACTION@aol.com 

 
We also carry a full line of books, digging tools, sand 
scoops, headphones, extra coils, bags, pouches, etc. 

 
- We use what we sell and give expert advice free of charge. - 

Why not come in and see what we’re finding !! 

METAL DETECTORS and ACCESSORIES  

J & E ENTERPRISES of  
S. Yarmouth  

Factory Authorized Dealer for Fisher, Garrett, 
Minelab, Tesoro, & Whites. Coiltek coils, Covers, 
Headphones, Beach & Water Scoops, Books, Etc., 

Eleanor Hube, 54 Old Main St. at Forest Rd. 
South Yarmouth, MA 02664 

1-508-760-2100 
e-mail,  jetrhub2@verizon.net 

(Founding member of Yankee Territory Coinshooters) 

SALES, SERVICE & RENTALS 
Accepts Discover, Mastercard and Visa 

Will ship UPS 

(Special consideration for Y.T.C. members.) 

Lose a glove at the ‘Polar Bear’? 
Ken Gudernatch found one at the Meigs 
Pt. area - it is a mitten in ‘camo’ design;  

Contact him upon his return from 
Florida - 860-568-3464. 
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2004 ‘Challenge’ Results 
We had great participation last year - 22 
members tried their hands at digging up finds on 
the Challenge list. Here is the breakdown of 
levels completed: 
Level 1 (17 – awarded a silver dime): Chuck 
Anderson, Rick Browne, Bob Cwikla, Vince 
DiBattista, Dave Gregorski. Ken Gudernatch, 
John Hart, Eleanor Hube, Frank LeMasters, Joe 
Leal, Richard MacRobbie, John McQueen, Craig 
Sims, Phil Skewes, Mark Sutcliffe, Bob Tulay, 
Joe Waldron. 
Level 2 (14 – awarded a silver quarter): Chuck 
Anderson, Rick Browne, Bob Cwikla, Vince 
DiBattista, Dave Gregorski, Ken Gudernatch, 
Eleanor Hube, Frank LeMasters, Joe Leal, 
Richard MacRobbie, John McQueen, Phil 
Skewes, Bob Tulay, Joe Waldron. 
Level 3 (5 – awarded 2 silver quarters): Dave 
Gregorski, Ken Gudernatch, Mark Sutcliffe, Bob 
Tulay, Joe Waldron. 
Level 4 – no one completed this level. The award 
is a silver half dollar, and completion of all 4 
levels gets a bonus award of a silver dollar! 
Congratulations to the winners, and to all who 
were part of this event. Not only does this 
activity add a little ‘zest’ to detecting, but you 
can win silver coins as well. The 2005 list is out, 
and already we have some early entries. Give it a 
try – you have nothing to lose! Extra copies of 
the 2005 list are available from myself or at the 
front table, at any meeting. 
Dave Gregorski  /  Challenge Master  

For 2005 ‘Challenge’ 
Participants 

   The rules state – “A find may be used 
to satisfy only one item on the list.” That 
is true; however, I do allow items to be 
‘switched’. (There are a number of items 
that can qualify for 2 or even 3 
columns/Levels.) I will explain. 
   Let’s say it’s early in the year, and with 
detecting limited, you are lucky to find a 
Barber quarter as your first silver coin of 
the year. And you have completed Level 
1 (please refer to Challenge list) except 
for the ‘Eagle’ quarter. Well, you can use 
the Barber quarter to complete Level 1 
(as it has an eagle on the reverse)! 
   Don’t cringe, this is not a ‘waste! I will 
award the Level 1 prize. Then when you 
get another ‘Eagle quarter’, bring it to me 
along with the Barber. Your Level 1 will 
remain complete, but now you can use 
the Barber for Level 2, “Silver coin”, if 
needed. If/when you get another silver 
coin for Level 2, you can then ‘move’ the 
Barber to Level 3. 
   Here’s another example: you find a 
fishing item, which you want to use for 
Level 1. Fine. However, the lure has a 
patent #/date on it. This, therefore, can 
also be used for Level 4, “Item with 
patent #/date”. Same deal – when you 
find another fishing item, bring it to me 
along with the first one, and you  will 
remain having credit for a Level 1 item, 
plus now you can use the first one for 
Level 4! 

   Hope this isn’t too confusing – if in 
doubt, ask me. And most important – I 
can’t keep track of all your past finds, so 
you MUST bring both items for my 
viewing, when requesting such a switch!       
Dave G. 

Don’s Arm Saver! 
My apologies...Don Bogli demonstrated his 
invention at a club meeting long ago. While 
cleaning up for Christmas, I found his drawing /
instructions depicted on page 5!  
It is quite ingenious, and at least one club 
member is going to give it a try. It will take a lot 
of the strain/effort away, and allow you more 
hours with this wonderful hobby! 
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Bold, italics indicates the 
winners - submitted by Rick 

Browne, February, 2005 

   
Gold / Silver    

Pre 1900 Rick Browne 1773  8 Reale 
   
Post 1899 John Hart 1901 Barber half dollar 
 Joe Leal 1936 Mercury dime 

   
Other    

Pre 1900 Bob Ellis 1737 Higley Copper 
             Consolation prize Roy Wilbur 1888 Indian Head penny 

 Bob Tulay 1864 two cent shield 

 Ken Gudernatch 1858 Flying Eagle cnet 

 Frank Lemasters 1882 Canadian one cent piece 

   
Post 1899 Dave Gregorski 1912 "V" Nickel 
 Bob Cwikla 1949 Canadian mnickel 

 Steve Gudernatch Mexican one peso 

   
Token Courtney McQueen Game Token 

 Bill Viot Golfland Go Kart token 

   
Jewelry   

Gold Ken Gudernatch 18K White gold ring with Bumps & Cross 
 John McQueen 10K ring with diamond 

 Richard McRobbie 14K gold wedding band 

 Phil Skewes 14K gold ring 

 Ken Briody 14K earring with 10 diamonds 

 Craig Sims Gold ring 

   
Silver Rick Browne 100gr+ silver necklace 

 Bob Tulay "Spinner" ring 

 Ken MacMinagil 24" silver chain 

 Steve Gudernatch Silver bead 

   
Other Dave Gregorski Buffalo nickel pendant circa 1935 

 Bill Viot Hopalong Cassidy ring 

 Vincent DiBattista Religious medal 

 Joe Leal St. Mary medal 

 Frank Lemasters 14K plate ring with opal-like stone setting 

   
Relic   

Toy Ken Gudernatch Hammerhead shark 
 Bob Tulay Tootsie car 

 John McQueen Truck part 

 Vincent DiBattista School bus 
President's Award Dave Gregorski Wyatt Earp Marshall's badge 

   
Military Craig Sims Civil War button 

                                   

Continued on page 7 



- 7 - 

March 
 

By Rick Browne 

Other Bob Cwikla Victorian era Fire Department Button 
  Fran Lemasters R/R uniform button 

 Roy Wilbur Button 

 Bill Voit Early 1700's pewter spoon 

 Bruce Morris AAA School Safety Patrol badge 

 Joe Leal Spoon 

Richard Browne was going to give up water walking and take up dirt digging after seeing a ½ Reale and a 3-cent piece at 
the November meeting. Rick will stay in the water after scooping up his winning 1773 8 Reale. 

John Hart lifted a 1901 Barber half dollar from an Ellington private yard.  John dug down 6 inches and lost the signal. In a 
desperate move he shoved his trowel down another 3 inches and POPPED up his winning half. John will always dig deeper 
when he “loses” a promising signal, which has happened several times. NO MORE! 

Bob Ellis unearthed a 1737 Higley Copper, Bob’s “Holy Grail” goal of 14 years of search, came to be after many hours of 
detecting and research. Bob had even gone to a museum to “feel” a Higley. His first look at the copper was at the bottom of 
the hole after removing the first plug. The deer was facing Bob and greeted him. Bob will never forget the feeling, even 
more intense than his first goal of an Indian Head penny, a long time ago. 

Dave Gregorski, either west or east of he river, retrieved a 1912 “V” nickel from a salt water beach. 

Courtney McQueen’s game token came from an undisclosed location while out detecting with her Dad. 

Ken Gudernatch wants to know more about his winning 18K white gold ring with bumps and a cross that came from a 
Cancun warm sandy resting place. The ring is very unique in design. 

Rick Browne scooped again into the Long Island Sound to come up a 100gr silver necklace only to be in a 3-way FOM tie. 
It gave Rick a broken signal but had the ”tone” of silver, a must dig sound even if it turns out to be trash. 

Dave Gregorski is really proud, as well as he should be, in finding a 1935 Buffalo nickel pendant in a churchyard (the 
‘field’ was carved out, leaving the Indian and 1935 date). He had obtained permission to detect in this West Hartford spot. 
However, power line interference prevented Dave from using his favorite WOT Minelab, so he changed to his Whites IDX 
for this FOM winning entry 

Ken Gudernatch, walking in the dry sands of Cancun, recovered a Heavy Hammerhead Shark and lived to tell about it. 

Craig Sims’ Civil War Button was deep in the woods and may never have been found. But a January thaw allowed Craig to 
dig the button, along with several other nice finds on one balmy January day. 

Bob Cwikla’s Victoria era Fire Department button was unearthed from a school yard’s parking lot. It must have been a 
parking lot without asphalt as Bob had no trouble digging the 3 inches down to pop the button out. 
 
  
Consolation Prize went to Roy Wilbur for his 1888 Indian Head penny. Roy was out with Bob at a site where a house had 
been removed. Several nice finds have come from this lot. 
 
President’s Award was given to Dave Gregorski for his Wyatt Earp badge, found in the same churchyard as the Buffalo 
pendant. 
 
 Statistics: 21 members submitted 40 entries;  8 submitted 1, 7 submitted 2 and 6 submitted 3 entries. 
Whites located 24 entries, Fisher 8, Minelab 2 and Teknetics 2 entries. 
29 entries came from public areas, 11 from private, 5 from “in the woods” and 6 from salt water digs. 
16 finds were retrieved when the detectorist was with one or more friends and 24 while alone. 
The highest temperature was 88 degrees in Cancun and all digs were at an average depth of 4 inches. 
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Y.T.C. APRIL TAG SALE 
 

 YTC has decided to hold it’s first, and hopefully annual, tag sale at the April meeting. Anyone 
can participate and bring in any items that are related to or found with metal detecting 
(sorry…no Clappers or Chia-Pets). Expect to see jewelry, coins, detectors, diggers, relics, and 
other hobby-related items. Dealers are welcome and all sellers must be YTC members. 

There will be no display fee. YTC will collect a 20% fee up to $20.00 maximum for each item 
sold. Sellers should keep track of sales and turn in the 20% fee to the Treasurer (Vince 
DiBattista) at the end of the meeting. 

Sellers may want to attach sales tags to all items for easier selling. (The indicated price may be 
firm, or negotiable.) It’s suggested that sellers arrive at 6:30 to set up their displays before the 
meeting. Selling will commence after our regular meeting at break time. Bring plenty of extra 
money as there should be a lot of bargains and you will be supporting your club in the process. 
It’s a ‘win’ situation for the sellers, buyers, and YTC.      Bob Tulay 

‘Lockout’ Tip 
For those of you who have a car that can be 
unlocked by that remote button on your key 
ring: If you lock your keys in the car and the 
spare keys are home, and you don't have 
"OnStar," here's your answer to the problem! 
 
If some one has access to the spare remote at 
your home, call them on your cell phone (or 
borrow one from someone if the cell phone is 
locked in the car too!) 
Hold your (or anyone's) cell phone about a foot 
from your car door and have the other person at 
your home press the unlock button, holding it 
near the phone on their end. 
Your car will unlock. Saves someone from 
having to drive your keys to you. Distance is no 
object. You could be hundreds of miles away, 
and if you can reach someone who has the other 
"remote" for your car, you can unlock the doors 
(or the trunk, or have the "horn" signal go off, 
or whatever!) 
     From John Hubley 

Old Stove Holds Treasure 
A landlord (in Central Falls, R.I.) sure is glad he 
looked in an old stove before he threw it out. 
Inside were vintage coins and nearly $4,000 of 
gold and silver bars. The man came across the 
stove when he was cleaning the apartment of a 
longtime tenant who had died. 
He pried open the coal-burning chamber and found 
several parcels and canisters. The cans had plastic 
bags with ancient (?) pennies – wartime zinc, 
Indian heads, and wheat. The brown paper 
packages had 133 1-ounce gold and silver bars. 
There were also $5 bills printed in 1851 and silver 
dollars from the 1880’s. The landlord says he’ll 
make sure the valuables get to the tenant’s 
relatives.  [Thanks to Mark Sutcliffe, for finding 
this in the 7/6/04 Journal Inquirer.] 

[Be honest – as you were reading this, did it 
remind anyone of stashes of your detecting finds? 
O.K., maybe not the bars and bills. How does your 
basement look…or in my case, the dining room 
table? How many people can sit down in your 
living room at one time? Be sure to leave 
directions so we can check out your stove.  (-:  ]    
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Addendum to My ‘Favorite Finds’ of 2004  
By Dave Gregorski 

   It was fun and interesting (at the February meeting) listening to others share why some of their 
‘finds’ had special meaning for them. After I’d done my sharing, I had thoughts like “I wish I’d 
said…” Sometimes when I’m on my feet in front of people, the ‘right words’ evade me. So ‘here 
goes’! 
   Coins are a direct link to history, as they are dated, or if the date is illegible, at least a period in 
time is referenced by the type/design of the coin. But other items/relics we find may not readily 
earmark a specific time. Granted, occasionally we may identify a pendant as being ‘Victorian’, or a 
button as being near-Civil War, but without expert opinion, we mostly can only guess about an 
item’s age. 
   That’s why the William Howard Taft Inaugural Medal meant much more to me than most of last 
year’s finds. Not only was it ornate and in great shape, but it was most likely part of an historic 
event. It was dated March 4, 1909. When I found it, I felt like a part of history was in my hands. 
And I wondered about its journey from Washington to East Hartford (I found it a few blocks from 
our library meeting place). 
   Other relics can seem quite ordinary, especially when a certain item has been around for a long 
time. For instance, a spoon won’t engender any special interest unless it’s obviously old, 
exceptionally ornate, or made of silver (not plated). Such might be the case with a ‘drawer-pull’ – 
usually nothing special. 
   However, the drawer-pull I found was special to me. It marked a transition from (probably) 
wooden ‘pulls’ to stamped metal ones. Mine is bronze, and very ornate…probably part of a piece 
of fine furniture, perhaps a desk. It was manufactured by E. M. Boynton of New York, and I think 
the Latin inscription says something like ‘time passes’. Best of all, it came complete with the back-
fastening nut, and both that and the ‘pull’ proper had a patent date of December 31, 1867 inscribed! 
(In the early days of the U.S. Patent Office, dates were used…numbers came later.) After cleaning 
it, I was thrilled to see what I had. 
   My first ever Connecticut copper (1787) was meaningful enough by itself…but it also happens to 
be in excellent shape (the soil lacked organic matter, which traps water and would deteriorate 
copper coins). A memorial stone in a nearby town indicated the site was formerly occupied by a 
school built around Colonial times (as I remember). The site would of course be a ‘magnet’ for 
detectorists over the years. Something made me persist, and I’ll never forget digging in the dry 
‘floury’ soil, and getting a response at the bottom of a 9-inch hole with my pinpointer. I didn’t 
know what I had until I checked out the pictures in my coin book. Again, a thrill, and a great 
memory, especially since the site was ‘hunted out’. 
   Other items have meaning because of the people I was with when I found them, like the ‘copy’ 
Spanish coin from last year’s Clinton Beach hunt (my heart was beating fast when I first saw it – 
then had to laugh after being ‘faked out’); or the ‘spinner’ from the ‘put and take’ game kids used 
to play, from the Keney Park drained-pond site. (I had a lot of company there from other club 
members, from a ‘fun hunt’ to several informal group hunts.) It’s the memories that mean so much 
to me – the items are a reminder. I wish all of you great memories – trust me, when you find 
something special, you’ll never forget where and how it happened.     
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UPCOMING EVENTS/HUNTS 

2005 Garrett Club Program: Please register all Garrett metal detectors purchased or received 
as gifts during 2005, with Garrett. If you make them aware that you are a member of YTC, 
Garrett will credit the club with 10% of the purchase price.  Obtain an application form from 
any YTC officer. This credit may be used to procure a Freedom Ace Give-A-Way detector. This 
is an easy and effective way to support your club! 

April 3 (Sunday) - 32nd annual Coin & Paper Money Show; 75 tables - Willimantic, 
Prospect St. School gym,  9-4, free admission. 233 Prospect St., corner of High St. - 
sponsored by Mansfield Numismatic Society.  E-mail:   oldmoneyinfo@webtv.net 

April 24 (Sunday) - Coin Show @ the Polish National Home, 60 Charter Oak Ave., 
Hartford. Free admission, parking - call 860-247-1784 for details. Doors open at 9 A.M. 

The 12th annual Best O' North East (BONE) Treasure Hunters & Prospectors 
Convention is April 22 to 24th. The Hobby Show is April 24, 2004, 9:am to 4:pm, at 

the Keene, New Hampshire Recreation Center, Washington St., Keene, NH. 
 

This event is well-attended, and includes dinners, exhibits, seminars, commercial booths/tables, and 
various hunts. All you ever wanted re. detecting and panning, all in one spot! Several Y.T.C. 

members usually attend, and stay over in Keene. Book early so you can get a reasonable room rate.  

George Streeter runs the show, and call or visit his website for details. 

All information   603/357-0607   george.streeter@verizon.net 

 
April 22, Friday, 7:pm - Get together Roast Pork Supper, at Grace United Methodist Church Hall, 34 Court St., 
Keene, NH. Supper is $5 each to PTHHS members and $10 to non members. Non member special $7 for advance 
tickets to 4/1/05. CONTACT TREASURER David GAILLARDETZ, C/O 14 Vernon St., Keene, NH 03431.  e-mail  
dgailloo@yahoo.com 
 
April 23, Sat. 9am - 5pm. Treasure Hunter’s & Collectors Hobby Show at the Keene Rec’ Center, 312 Washington 
St., Keene. Free to card carrying PTHHS members, otherwise it‘s a $5 Cover charge until 2:pm.. Under 16 
free. Merchandise demonstrated & for sale, all major brands. Exhibits, fundraisers, and door prizes. Seminars are 
included with admission. ‘Best Finds’ contest - April 1, 2004-April 1, 2005; Gold panning contest. Kids’ hunt.  
 
April 23, 6:30pm 12th annual Best O Northeast Banquet Social Hour (prior to banquet). Held at Methodist Church 
Hall, 34 Court St., Keene, NH (social hour & banquet $20). 7:30:pm - 12th BONE banquet. Roast Beef, Ham & 
Baked beans, vegetables & homemade desserts & 100 door prizes. Held @ Methodist Church Hall, 34 Court St., 
Keene, NH. Meal followed by “Best” & “Hall of Fame” awards, speakers, prize drawings, including at least one 
metal detector door prize. Info dgailloo@yahoo.com (social hour & banquet $20).  
 
April 24 (Sunday) - 2 separate hunts;  Hunt Master is David Gaillardetz, c/o 14 Vernon St., Keene, NH 
03431;    e-mail dgailloo@yahoo.com     for details. 
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LOST SCHOOL RING FOUND YEARS LATER 
   Ann Voll had long recovered from the disappointment of having lost her 1975 Yorktown High School graduation 
ring. More than 25 years had passed since Voll and her husband William spent a beautiful spring afternoon at 
Downing Park before noticing later that day the gold plated ring with an emerald stone was missing. 
   William had given her his ring when she went away to college but her mother thought it wasn't right for her to 
keep it while she was out of town so she returned it to him. Upon her return home, she gave William her ring as a 
gesture but then wanted it back. He was wearing the piece of jewelry on his pinky when it apparently slipped off 
his hand. They retraced their steps, even thinking it could have come off during a carnival ride. But they soon gave 
up the futile search. 
   Eating dinner at her mother's house recently, Voll was in for quite a shock. Downing Park foreman Mike 
Anderson had left a message saying he found a 1975 Yorktown High School ring with her initials. On Christmas 
Eve afternoon, Anderson had been using, his metal detector in right centerfield of the park's baseball diamond 
when his machine alerted him to an object about five inches below the surface. 
   Now Anderson was able to reunite Voll with her ring in her second-grade classroom at Mohansic Elementary 
School where she has taught for the past 13 years. Although it had been in the ground since 1976, it was in 
remarkable condition. "It brings you back," said Voll, who has a 23-year-old son and 21 year�old daughter. "I 
have a very good memory so looking at it I remember getting it, I remember wearing it, I remember giving it to my 
husband," she said. "This was like the jewelry you wore. It was a big thing when we were in school." For 
Anderson, who has been a metal detector enthusiast for 30 years, it was easily one of his most satisfying finds. 
   A couple of years ago Anderson became more serious about his hobby, investing in a sophisticated machine and 
regularly participating in the monthly meetings of  the Putnam/Westchester Metal Detectorists and Archaeological 
Society meetings at Sparkle Lake. He is also one of the people that has been combing the grounds at French Hill 
Elementary School, the site of the Rochambeau encampment, looking for Revolutionary War relics. 
   His activities around town have also turned up everything from rare 19th century coins to the pull-off tabs from 
the 1960s and 1970s soda cans. But to find and return such a sentimental piece to its rightful owner was special." It 
came up stone first and I recognized it as a class ring and when I wiped it off it said “Yorktown '75,"  recalled 
Anderson. "Then I cleaned the inside. When I saw the initials, I said, 'All right, now we can return this,"' he said. 
   Once Anderson found the ring the hard work to locate the owner would just begin. After Christmas, he called the 
ring manufacturer but a recorded message said the company would not reopen until after the first part of January. 
Then he decided to go to Yorktown High School for help, Anderson thought he would simply look through the 
school's 1975 yearbook. There was only one problem - he was told many of the books from the 1970s had been 
stolen and they did not have an edition from that year. With the help of the records-keeper, Anderson was able to 
match the initials AVP on the ring with two girls who graduated that year. One was Anne V. Patrick. Off he went 
to the telephone book where he decided to call the only Patrick in Yorktown Heights. It turned out to be Voll's 
mother Yvonne. 
   Anderson said one of the strict codes of metal detecting is if an item is discovered that could link it to an owner 
every effort must be made to do so. "A lot of the guys when they find stuff with initials on it they always try and 
return it and do the best they can," he said. Although many of his colleagues sift through sand at the beach or in the 
woods to find untraceable valuables, Anderson pursues his hobby for his love of local history. 
   "I like to do artifacts," said Anderson. "I like to find history of Yorktown. There's so much in the ground. Every 
target isn't a good target. You could do 40 before you find a penny. It's just so interesting to find a ring that's 29 
years old or find a button off a French soldier's uniform." 
   Grateful that Anderson would expend that much time and effort, she invited him recently to speak to her class 
about the discovery as well as his hobby. But the first thing Voll did when she saw the ring was put it on her pinky. 
After all, she had paid the approximately $100 for the ring with her own money. Back then, that amounted to 
roughly 100 hours of babysitting. 
   "We used to spend a lot of time at Downing Park," Voll said. "That's where I asked him for the ring back. It's 
kind of fitting that it was there." 

From The North County News, submitted by John M. Anderson, Yorktown Heights, NY 
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                            YTC Officers 
 
President, Chuck Anderson        944-9558   
                   {nlsanderson@sbcglobalnet.net}  
         
Vice President, Bruce Morris         212-2276 
                {brm1956@netzero.net}
                              
Secretary, Mark Sutcliffe                  860-647-7541  
                                      {Msutcl 1776@aol.com} 
 
Treasurer, Vince DiBattista              860-666-0270 
     {VDibattist@aol.com } 
 
Newsletter, Dave Gregorski               860-742-5836 
                                      {DGRookie@aol.com} 

Yankee Territory Coinshooters 
Code of Ethics 

Respect the rights and property of others. 
Never destroy historical or archeological artifacts. 
Observe all laws, whether national, state, or local. 
Aid law enforcement officials whenever possible. 

Leave the land and vegetation as it was. 
FILL IN ALL HOLES. 

Remove all trash and litter, take it with you when you 
leave. 

Remember that all coinshooters may be judged by the 
example YOU set. Always conduct yourself with 

courtesy and consideration toward others. 

T.C.  Metal Detectors 
Authorized dealer for Fisher, Tesoro, Minelab, 
Garrett, Troy, Bounty Hunter, Detectorpro, 

Whites, Lesche, RTG, and more 

Tony Cwikla, 23 Cornwall Drive,  
Windsor Locks, CT  06096 

860-623-1153 or  860-916-2506 
{29 years experience, oldest, largest dealer in the area} 

Member: Y.T.C., FMDAC 
Special discounts for members! 

FAX: 860-627-0593;  e-mail:  
CAPACTION@aol.com 

 
We also carry a full line of books, digging tools, sand 
scoops, headphones, extra coils, bags, pouches, etc. 

 
- We use what we sell and give expert advice free of charge. - 

Why not come in and see what we’re finding !! 

METAL DETECTORS and ACCESSORIES  

J & E ENTERPRISES of  
S. Yarmouth  

Factory Authorized Dealer for Fisher, Garrett, 
Minelab, Tesoro, & Whites. Coiltek coils, Covers, 
Headphones, Beach & Water Scoops, Books, Etc., 

Eleanor Hube, 54 Old Main St. at Forest Rd. 
South Yarmouth, MA 02664 

1-508-760-2100 
e-mail,  jetrhub2@verizon.net 

(Founding member of Yankee Territory Coinshooters) 

SALES, SERVICE & RENTALS 
Accepts Discover, Mastercard and Visa 

Will ship UPS 

(Special consideration for Y.T.C. members.) 

Again…! 
For the second time this year (and second time 
since I’ve been a member), we had to cancel a 
meeting because of weather. Therefore, the 
elections will be held at the April meeting (unless 
we’re snowed-out), and the tag sale, also. The May 
meeting topic will be ‘tokens’, as noted in the 
January Probe. Got that?  (-:           Ed. 



- 4 - 

April 
 

Some may remember... 
 
We are unhappy to report the death of Denis 
Defond. He and his wife were members of YTC 
from about 1985 to 1992. 

Dick Janek, 62, of Bristol, was out early at 
Westport's Compo Beach today searching for 
buried valuables. Despite the 24-degree weather, 
he said he'd spend three or four hours doing 
metal detecting. When he's not looking for 
treasure, Janek is an aircraft parts inspector.  

[NOW we know where he goes! Article and pic 
supplied by one of his fellow waterhunters. 

Year’s First ‘Fun Hunt’ 
   The other one was ‘frozen out’ - this 
should indeed be fun. Chuck Anderson 
has gotten permission for us to detect at 
Penwood State Park. It’s on the north side 
of route 185, around the Bloomfield/
Simsbury line.  

   The date is April 23 (Saturday). We 
will meet in the upper parking lot and 
begin detecting at 10 A.M. (you can see 
the lot from the road - it is fairly large, but 
carpooling is still suggested). The official 
hunt will end at 2 P.M. The date does 
conflict with BONE, but that was the only 
option before the park officially opens. 
   The park goes back to around the late 
teens-early 20’s. Previous to that, it was 
privately owned...and because of it’s 
beauty, many traveled its trails back to 
Indian times. Years ago, a Liberty Seated 
quarter was ’eyeballed’ on one of the 
trails!  
   You likely will have to walk to the 
lower field, if you want to hunt there - the 
road is blocked for now. This will be 
more of a trail/woods hunt - and be sure to 
protect yourself from ticks. Gloves are 
strongly recommended, as the poison ivy 
may not be visible, but you can still get a 
reaction from its roots.  
  It’s mandatory that you remove the 
trash you dig, and neatly fill in your dig-
holes - that’s the agreement we have with 
the park ranger. Hope to see many of you 
there! 

Y.T.C. ‘Million Dollar Hunt’! 
Chuck Anderson is planning our second ‘planted 
hunt’ of the year. No location yet, but the 
tentative date is May 29. Details will follow. 

What’s In a Name? 
In 1916, several new coins were designed for the 
U.S. Mint. The Barber dime made a transition to 
the Winged Liberty Head variety, which we 
commonly call the Mercury dime. The quarter 
showed ‘Miss Liberty’ stepping forward to the 
gateway of the country, yet we call it the 
Standing Liberty quarter.  

The half shows the goddess Liberty taking a full 
stride toward the ‘dawn of a new day’, and we 
now call the coin a Walking Liberty half dollar 
(not ‘Striding Liberty’). 

[From Coin World, August 30, 2004.] 
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Intuition 
By Dave Gregorski 

 
 How many times have you heard someone say “Something told me to…”? That ‘sixth sense’ 
may even have spoken to you while detecting – head toward that spot in a farm field…try that 
unassuming area in the park…take a left around that beach blanket. And your move pays off, 
with a surprising Merc, a nice ring, or a deep, old copper. Somehow, you tapped into a strength, 
an instinct, that probably was more commonplace within our distant ancestors, or when you 
were a child. 

Albert Einstein said, “The intuitive mind is a sacred gift, and the rational mind is a faithful 
servant. We have created a society that honors the servant and has forgotten the gift.” How true 
this is, especially in this country where the intellect is paid homage to. The sensitivities and 
natural abilities of children are often buried under expectations of family and society. Though 
we grow up, those abilities are still inside. 

But what is the origin of this ‘little voice’? It is related not to the mind, but to feelings, I think, 
kind of like ‘knowing’ without thought. All of us have said, “I had a feeling…”, when we knew 
something we had no explicable way of knowing. I remember as a 9-year-old in Hartford, 
returning from a December movie, and having a sudden, critical urge to get home as fast as I 
could. I ran (without thinking!) most of the mile and with burning lungs ran up the 3 flights of 
stairs. Upon opening the apartment door, the smell of gas was strong. I turned off the heater 
valve and opened the windows. Less than 10 minutes later, my mother arrived, lighted cigarette 
in hand. Even as a kid, I knew that someone was looking out for us, and that a special 
‘communication’ had occurred. 

The source of such ‘quiet messages’ is open to conjecture. Does such prompting come from a 
power or being outside of ourselves? Or is there a ‘higher’, largely unconscious part of our 
inner selves that’s a potential wellspring of such information? Is there a connection between the 
‘inner’ and ‘outer’? Or are they essentially the same, different aspects of the same force? (Yes, 
this topic can become much deeper than most of your targets!) 

Though intuitive messages extend far beyond the world of detecting, perhaps the desire for 
more special ‘finds’ can motivate you!  How can we improve our ‘reception’? Think of ways to 
quiet the mind. Open yourself to your feelings – it’s so easy to push away many of them. [We 
all want to feel good, but the so-called ‘negative’ feelings are part of being fully human.] Begin 
to create more of a balance between mind and heart, because intuition involves trusting your 
heart. For some, meditation helps, as does prayer (I think meditation is ‘listening’, and prayer is 
‘talking’.) Treat your body well – we all can to better there. Be moderate with things that numb 
the senses. Share yourself – even your problems – with others. (Remember, a burden shared is 
cut in half, whereas one suffered alone is doubled.) 

So being ‘mindless’ while detecting is not a bad thing. Einstein also said, “The most beautiful 
experience we can have, is the Mysterious.” Become more like children – allow the magic to 
happen. Those ‘detecting faeries’ know where those good targets are. If they talk, you need to 
be ready to listen! 
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Go Bananas! 
Bananas have always been my favorite fruit. They taste great and can be used in a variety of ways. I 
knew that they contained a lot of potassium (often needed in diet), and that they were easy to digest 
(after all, they’re given to babies!). But check out the following - Ed. 
 

Bananas contain three natural sugars - sucrose, fructose and glucose. Combined with fiber, a banana 
gives an instant, sustained and substantial boost of energy. Research has proven that just two 
bananas provide enough energy for a strenuous 90-minute workout. No wonder the banana is the 
number one fruit with the world's leading athletes. [Tiger Woods keeps a supply at hand!] 
 
But energy isn't the only way a banana can help us keep fit. It can also help overcome or prevent a 
substantial number of illnesses and conditions, making it a must to add to our daily diet. 
 
Depression: According to a recent survey undertaken by MIND amongst people suffering from 
depression, many felt much better after eating a banana. This is because bananas contain 
tryptophan, a type of protein that the body converts into serotonin, known to make you relax, 
improve your mood and generally make you feel happier. [Does that mean that eating 2 bananas 
will make me feel twice as good?] 
 
PMS: Forget the pills - eat a banana. The vitamin B6 it contains regulates blood glucose levels, 
which can affect your mood. 
 
Anemia: High in iron, bananas can stimulate the production of hemoglobin in the blood and so 
helps in cases of anemia. 
 
Blood Pressure: This unique tropical fruit is extremely high in potassium yet low in salt, making it 
the perfect to beat blood pressure. So much so, the US Food and Drug Administration has just 
allowed the banana industry to make official claims for the fruit's ability to reduce the risk of blood 
pressure and stroke. 
Brain Power: 200 students at a Twickenham (Middlesex) school were helped through their exams 
this year by eating bananas at breakfast, break, and lunch in a bid to boost their brain power. 
Research has shown that the potassium-packed fruit can assist learning by making pupils more alert.  

Constipation: High in fiber, including bananas in the diet can help restore normal bowel action, 
helping to overcome the problem without resorting to laxatives. 
 
Hangovers: One of the quickest ways of curing a hangover is to make a banana milkshake, 
sweetened with honey. The banana calms the stomach and, with the help of the honey, builds up 
depleted blood sugar levels, while the milk soothes and re-hydrates your system. [Why didn’t 
anyone tell me this in college?] 

Heartburn: Bananas have a natural antacid effect in the body, so if you suffer from heartburn, try 
eating a banana for soothing relief. [Save the ‘Pepto’ for the real serious cases!] 
        {continued on page 7} 
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Morning Sickness: Snacking on bananas between meals helps to keep blood sugar levels up and avoid 
morning sickness. 
 
Mosquito bites : Before reaching for the insect bite cream, try rubbing the affected area with the inside 
of a banana skin. Many people find it amazingly successful at reducing swelling and irritation. [Be 
careful doing this in an environment that contains monkeys.] 
 
Nerves: Bananas are high in B vitamins that help calm the nervous system. Overweight and at work? 
Studies at the Institute of Psychology in Austria found pressure at work leads to gorging on comfort 
food like chocolate and crisps [potato chips]. Looking at 5,000 hospital patients, researchers found the 
most obese were more likely to be in high-pressure jobs. The report concluded that, to avoid panic-
induced food cravings, we need to control our blood sugar levels by snacking on high carbohydrate 
foods every two hours to keep levels steady. 
 
Ulcers: The banana is used as the dietary food against intestinal disorders because of its soft texture and 
smoothness. It is the only raw fruit that can be eaten without distress in over-chronicler cases. It also 
neutralizes over-acidity and reduces irritation by coating the lining of the stomach. 
 
Temperature control: Many other cultures see bananas as a "cooling" fruit that can lower both the 
physical and emotional temperature of expectant mothers. In Thailand, for example, pregnant women 
eat bananas to ensure their baby is born with a cool temperature. 
 
Seasonal Affective Disorder (SAD): Bananas can help SAD sufferers because they contain the natural 
mood enhancer tryptophan. [Eating bananas while being bathed in bright light is even better.] 
 
Smoking: Bananas can also help people trying to give up smoking. The B6, B12 they contain, as well as 
the potassium and magnesium found in them, help the body recover from the effects of nicotine 
withdrawal. 
 
Stress: Potassium is a vital mineral, which helps normalize the heartbeat, sends oxygen to the brain and 
regulates your body's water balance. When we are stressed, our metabolic rate rises, thereby reducing 
our potassium levels. These can be rebalanced with the help of a high-potassium banana snack. 
 
Strokes: According to research in The New England Journal of Medicine, “eating bananas as part of a 
regular diet can cut the risk of death by strokes by as much as 40%”! 
 
Warts: Those keen on natural alternatives swear that if you want to kill off a wart, take a piece of 
banana skin and place it on the wart, with the yellow side out. Carefully hold the skin in place with a 
band-aid or surgical tape!   [See ‘Mosquito bites’ above.] 
 
So, a banana really is a natural remedy for many ills. When you compare it to an apple, it has four times 
the protein, twice the carbohydrate, three times the phosphorus, five times the vitamin A and iron, and 
twice the other vitamins and minerals. 
 
It is also rich in potassium and is one of the best value foods around. So maybe its time to change that 
well-known phrase so that we say, "A banana a day keeps the doctor away!" 
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The 12th annual Best O' North East (BONE) Treasure Hunters & Prospectors 
Convention is April 22 to 24th. The Hobby Show is April 24, 2004, 9:am to 4:pm, at 

the Keene, New Hampshire Recreation Center, Washington St., Keene, NH. 
 

This event is well-attended, and includes dinners, exhibits, seminars, commercial booths/tables, 
and various hunts. All you ever wanted re. detecting and panning, all in one spot! Several Y.T.C. 

members usually attend, and stay over in Keene. Book early so you can get a reasonable room 
rate.  

George Streeter runs the show, and call or visit his website for details. 

All information   603/357-0607   george.streeter@verizon.net 

 
April 22, Friday, 7:pm - Get together Roast Pork Supper, at Grace United Methodist Church Hall, 34 Court St., 
Keene, NH. Supper is $5 each to PTHHS members and $10 to non members. Non member special $7 for 
advance tickets to 4/1/05. CONTACT TREASURER David GAILLARDETZ, C/O 14 Vernon St., Keene, NH 
03431.  e-mail  dgailloo@yahoo.com 
 
April 23, Sat. 9am - 5pm. Treasure Hunter’s & Collectors Hobby Show at the Keene Rec’ Center, 312 
Washington St., Keene. Free to card carrying PTHHS members, otherwise it‘s a $5 Cover charge until 
2:pm.. Under 16 free. Merchandise demonstrated & for sale, all major brands. Exhibits, fundraisers, and door 
prizes. Seminars are included with admission. ‘Best Finds’ contest - April 1, 2004-April 1, 2005; Gold panning 
contest. Kids’ hunt.  
 
April 23, 6:30pm 12th annual Best O Northeast Banquet Social Hour (prior to banquet). Held at Methodist 
Church Hall, 34 Court St., Keene, NH (social hour & banquet $20). 7:30:pm - 12th BONE banquet. Roast 
Beef, Ham & Baked beans, vegetables & homemade desserts & 100 door prizes. Held @ Methodist Church 
Hall, 34 Court St., Keene, NH. Meal followed by “Best” & “Hall of Fame” awards, speakers, prize drawings, 
including at least one metal detector door prize. Info dgailloo@yahoo.com (social hour & banquet $20).  
 
April 24 (Sunday) - 2 separate hunts;  Hunt Master is David Gaillardetz, c/o 14 Vernon St., Keene, NH 
03431;    e-mail dgailloo@yahoo.com     for details. 

UPCOMING EVENTS/HUNTS 

2005 Garrett Club Program: Please register all Garrett metal detectors purchased or received 
as gifts during 2005, with Garrett. If you make them aware that you are a member of YTC, 
Garrett will credit the club with 10% of the purchase price.  Obtain an application form from 
any YTC officer. This credit may be used to procure a Freedom Ace Give-A-Way detector. This 
is an easy and effective way to support your club! 

April 24 (Sunday) - Coin Show @ the Polish National Home, 60 Charter Oak Ave., 
Hartford. Free admission, parking - call 860-247-1784 for details. Doors open at 9 A.M. 
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Minutes of Yankee Territory Coinshooters Meeting April 12, 2005: 
 
 The monthly meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. with 43 members and 6 guests in attendance. 
There was no Secretary’s Report because the March meeting was canceled. 
The Treasurer’s Report was accepted as read with a balance of $2274.33 plus silver inventory of 

$269.62 at purchase cost. 
 
 Announcements and Correspondence: 
We had flyers for the Rhode Island club (D.I.R.T.) hunt at Ocean Beach in New London on May 15th. 
We had a “get well” card for Ruth MacRobbie. 
Pocket calendars, catalogs, and copies of Coin World were available. 
Chuck announced the Penwood Park club outing for Saturday April 23rd. 
About 5 or 6 members indicated they were planning to attend the B.O.N.E. 12 Treasure Show in  
Keene, NH. 
FMDAC Northeaster newsletters were distributed to Federation members. 
 
 Old Business: (None) 
 
 New Business: 
Discussed the list of State Archaeological Preserves dated September 2004. It is illegal to detect or 
collect in those areas. Details will follow in an upcoming PROBE. 
Chuck presented his plans for a “Million Dollar Hunt” on June 4th at Nelson Field in Bristol (tentative). 
Tony Cwikla offered to host an informational YTC web page linked to his business web site. A motion 
in support of the proposal passed. 
We need plastic badge holders: if you have any please bring them in. 
Outgoing President Chuck Anderson thanked the officers and volunteers for their hard work and 
dedication. A round of applause was given for all by all. 
Chuck announced volunteers for the upcoming year: Librarian-John McQueen, Newsletter Editor-
Dave Gregorski, Newsletter Publisher-Mark Sutcliffe, Quartermaster-Richard MacRobbie, Challenge 
Master-Dave Gregorski, Find-Of-The-Month Chairman-Bob Cwikla, Refreshments-Ken Gudernatch. 
Elections were held. The following officers were nominated and elected for 2005: President-Bruce 
Morris, Vice President-Tony Cwikla, Secretary-Mark Sutcliffe, and Treasurer-Vince DiBattista. 
The program for the evening was a club tag sale. Several members had trays of jewelry to sell. Sellers 
donated 20% of proceeds to the club for a maximum of $20 per seller. 
Ken Pelzar was absent for the Attendance Drawing for 1 silver quarter so Ken Gudernatch won a silver 
dime. 
Dennis Thorpe won the 50/50 Drawing. 
Tony Cwikla won the 1880 Silver Dollar Raffle. 
The meeting adjourned at 8:50 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, Mark Sutcliffe, Secretary. 

Speedy Recovery Wishes… 
...to Everett Berube, Rick Browne, and Ruth MacRobbie. 
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                            YTC Officers 
 
President, Bruce Morris          212-2276 
                       {brm1956@netzero.net} 
         
Vice President, Tony Cwikla         860-623-1153 
                 {CAPACTION@aol.com}
                             
Secretary, Mark Sutcliffe                  860-647-7541  
                                       {Msutcl 1776@aol.com} 
 
Treasurer, Vince DiBattista              860-666-0270 
      {VDibattist@aol.com } 
 
Newsletter, Dave Gregorski               860-742-5836 
                                       {DGRookie@aol.com} 

Yankee Territory Coinshooters 
Code of Ethics 

Respect the rights and property of others. 
Never destroy historical or archeological artifacts. 
Observe all laws, whether national, state, or local. 
Aid law enforcement officials whenever possible. 

Leave the land and vegetation as it was. 
FILL IN ALL HOLES. 

Remove all trash and litter, take it with you when you 
leave. 

Remember that all coinshooters may be judged by the 
example YOU set. Always conduct yourself with 

courtesy and consideration toward others. 

T.C.  Metal Detectors 
Authorized dealer for Fisher, Tesoro, Minelab, 
Garrett, Troy, Bounty Hunter, Detectorpro, 

Whites, Lesche, RTG, and more 

Tony Cwikla, 23 Cornwall Drive,  
Windsor Locks, CT  06096 

860-623-1153 or  860-916-2506 
{29 years experience, oldest, largest dealer in the area} 

Member: Y.T.C., FMDAC 
Special discounts for members! 

FAX: 860-627-0593;  e-mail:  
CAPACTION@aol.com 

 
We also carry a full line of books, digging tools, sand 
scoops, headphones, extra coils, bags, pouches, etc. 

 
- We use what we sell and give expert advice free of charge. - 

Why not come in and see what we’re finding !! 

METAL DETECTORS and ACCESSORIES  

J & E ENTERPRISES of  
S. Yarmouth  

Factory Authorized Dealer for Fisher, Garrett, 
Minelab, Tesoro, & Whites. Coiltek coils, Covers, 
Headphones, Beach & Water Scoops, Books, Etc., 

Eleanor Hube, 54 Old Main St. at Forest Rd. 
South Yarmouth, MA 02664 

1-508-760-2100 
e-mail,  jetrhub2@verizon.net 

(Founding member of Yankee Territory Coinshooters) 

SALES, SERVICE & RENTALS 
Accepts Discover, Mastercard and Visa 

Will ship UPS 

(Special consideration for Y.T.C. members.) 

Thanks… 
...to all those who served the club so well in the 
past year. The club has grown to a membership in 
the 80’s, and is in good financial condition. 

 Thanks also to your officers’ replacements 
(above), plus Bob Cwikla as FOM chairman, and 
to those who volunteered to chair other positions 
for 2005 (see page 2).  
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Penwood Park ‘Water Hunting’ 
Chuck had gotten permission for a ‘fun hunt’ at 
this state park (April 23) - and there were two 
‘models’ re. when the rain would come down. 
Thirteen hopeful Y.T.C. souls bet on a window 
of dry weather...but the window closed after an 
hour or so...just enough time to hike a mile or 
two up the ridge, away from the dry vehicle 
interiors. Many machines were ‘custom-
wrapped’ with various plastics, for protection 
from the rain. 
One group persisted until 12:30 (the hunt started 
at ~10), though for most the ratio of trail walking 
to actual detecting was around 2 to 1. Chuck 
returned to the parking lot as promised at 2 P.M., 
but  he had little company. It poured...in buckets, 
at times.  
The initial tally included 3 silver coins, plus 2 
scout items. Hopefully the detectors were not 
permanently affected. (All the detectorists were 
pretty soggy!) Thanks to Chuck for his efforts. 
Just bad weather-luck. He’s glad that apparently 
no one came down with poison ivy. 

Those ‘Junk’ Coins… 
   We all have them...coins too far gone for a 
bank to accept (even though I try to sneak one 
or two in each roll of cleaned/acceptable ones). 
The U.S. Mint differentiates between heavily 
worn coins and mutilated ones. Those heavily 
worn, dubbed ‘uncurrent’ coins, are “...worn or 
reduced in weight by natural abrasion, yet are 
readily and clearly recognizable and machine-
countable.”  Most tumbled coins fall within this 
category. 
   The uncurrent coins may be redeemed at any 
federal reserve Bank, at face value. Silver coins 
should, of course, be redeemed with someone 
who would buy them for numismatic or melt 
value. 
   Mutilated coins, however, are “bent, broken, 
corroded, not whole, melted together and not 
machine-countable.” These can be redeemed 
only at the U.S. Mint (mailings acceptable). 
The address - United States Mint, ATTN. Coin 
Redemption Section, Box 400, Philadelphia, 
PA  19105.  
   Unfortunately, coins will be redeemed by 
weight, and only for a pound or more. Coins 
must be separated by denomination and/or 
composition. Clad dimes, quarters, halves, and 
Ike dollars can be submitted together. Anthony 
and Sacagawea dollars must be submitted 
themselves. Payment should be received within 
6-8 weeks from the date the coins are received 
at the Mint. The primary telephone # is (215) 
408-0203. Questions concerning paper currency 
redemption should be addressed at (202) 874-
2361 (NOT the Mint). 
   I’ve thrown out most of my mutilated coins, 
not knowing what else to do with them. I 
suspect that there are some ‘pack rats’ in the 
club who never throw anything out! Perhaps we 
should pool our mutilated coins, and send them 
to the Mint. I’m sure we’d have at least a pound 
or two.   Ed. 
[Information taken from Coin World, April 11, 
2005.] 

A Y.T.C. ‘Social’… 
Club member Lisa Helme has invited the club to 
her campground for a picnic. The date is July 9 
(rain date July 16). Her husband Bob will be 
firing up the charcoal - details will follow. 
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   Why Was It Still There?  
By Dave Gregorski  

 
The older coins are usually still in the ground for a reason. Soil mineralization, close 
surrounding ‘trash’ targets, depth, configuration (coin on edge), and outside interferences (power 
lines/transformers,  trees, brush, etc.) all reduce the likelihood of a detectorist making a score. So 
I was puzzled why none of these factors were present when I found my first ever silver U.S. 
dollar. 
The area of the park had once been popular. The old woods roads were now overgrown and 
often hard to make out, and access to the higher ground was made difficult by a small 
‘boundary’ stream and heavy bramble-type brush. There were still some old evergreens, but 
most of the growth was smaller, and the sunnier areas were thick with brush.  
In the late 70’s and 1980’s, the area had been heavily detected. Old trash was still abundant in a 
few of the old gathering places - the can-tops were shallow and made detecting difficult. I 
imagine they provided many an ‘overload’ signal, to the point where digging was rejected. So 
when I got a very strong signal, I didn’t expect much. But up from 3 inches came my 1888-O 
Morgan dollar. I couldn't believe it - how could this coin have been missed? There was no trash 
near it, and it was shallow enough to ‘trip over’.  
The dollar had given me a signal just approaching ‘overload’, and more importantly the sound 
quality was subtly different from a can-top. On older machines, my guess is that the dollar and 
can-top sounded the same. That’s the only explanation I have for the dollar being left behind. It 
was my good fortune. And like with any great find, I’ll never forget the experience.  

Minting Early Silver Coins 
What are called ‘cob’ coins are not perfectly round, because of their method of manufacture. Silver 
(92-98% pure) was poured into a mold and cooled. The silver strips were then removed from the mold 
and beaten flat. From these strips, coin ‘planchets’ (i.e., blanks) were cut. Each blank was then placed 
on top of a coin die, then another die placed on top of the blank. The top die was struck with a hammer, 
which impressed the design on both sides of the coin. 
The newly struck coins were then passed to an assayer, who weighed them and clipped off any excess 
silver. The coins were then ready for distribution, to pay for trade goods, wages, and debts. Gold cobs 
were made in the same manner. 
The crude hand-struck process was replaced in 1732 with the ‘screw press’ method, eliminating the 
irregularly stamped patterns inherent to hand-held dies. Theses coins were of a consistent quality, and 
the relative ease of manufacture allowed an increase in the quantity produced. In this process, the blank 
of silver was placed between two dies. Then the top die was screwed down toward the bottom die with 
the force of heavy weights above the press force. Near-perfect coins were made, in the Pillar Dollar and 
later the Bust Dollar design of the late 1700’s. The Spanish coins made by these mechanical means are 
not considered ‘cobs’. 
[From Coins of the Lost Galleons, loaned to me by Bob Ellis. Thanks for his patience - I ‘uncovered’ 
the book while doing my annual Christmas cleaning!    Ed.] 
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Bold, italics indicates the 
winners - submitted by Bob 

Cwikla, May, 2005 

COINS    
 Gold/Silver   

Pre 1900  Dave Gregorski 1880-0 silver dollar 
  Ray Dapkus 1891 Seated Liberty dime 
    

Post 1899  Bruce Morris 1914 Barber quarter 
  Bill Viot 1901 Barber dime 
  Mike Giannetti 1903 Barber dime 
  Joe Waldron 1901 Barber dime 
  John Hardin 1903 Barber dime 
  Roy Wilber 1944 Mercury dime 
  John McQueen 1941 Mercury dime 
  John Hart 1941-S Mercury dime 
  Bob Tulay very thin Mercury dime 
  Rick Browne 199? Mexican coin 
    
 Other   

Pre 1900  Mark Sutcliffe 1744 George II halfpenny 
  Pamela Giannetti 1816 large cent 
    

Post 1899  Hector Rodriquez half-struck penny 
  Bob Cwikla 1902 Indian Head penny 
  Tony Cwikla 1905 Indian Head penny 
  Ken Gudernatch 1903 "V" nickel 
  Steve Gudernatch 2 pound British coin 
    
 Token Frank Lemasters Liberty Bell token 
  Vin DiBattista Ct. Transportation token 
  Bill Viot $1.00 Mohegan Sun token 
    
    
JEWELRY    

 Gold Rick Browne 14K ring with 12 rubys & diamond 
  Ken Gudernatch 18K wedding band 
  Bob Tulay 10K ring with Amethyst 
  Vin DiBattista 18K Italian Madonna & child 
  Carl Muller 14K wedding band 
    
 Silver John Hart engraved award medal 
  Joe Waldron .925 ring with Amethyst 
  Steve Gudernatch celetial toe ring 
  Bob Cwikla pendant & chain with Turquoise 
  Phil Skewes sterling ring 
  Tony Cwikla pair of Opal earrings 
  Frank Lemasters butterfly necklace with 29 gemstones 
  Chuck Anderson pendant 
    
 Other John Hardin brooch 
  Dave Gregorski silver plated pin with stone 
  Bruce Morris 2 earrings in one hole 
  John McQueen 18K HGE  ring 
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By Rick Browne 

RELIC    
 Toy Tony Cwikla WWII lead soldier 
  Dave Gregorski 1940 "Radio Orphan Annie" badge 
  Carl Muller Tonka pickup 
  John McQueen 3 Hot Wheels minis 
  Chuck Anderson toy train 
    
 Military Vin DiBattista circa 1810 British Regiment button 
  Mark Sutcliffe Civil War artillery button 
  Hector Rodriquez military button 
 Consolation Prize Steve Gudernatch brass U.S. Army button 
    
 Other Danny LaMontagne silver plated colonial shoe buckle 
  Bruce Morris mid-1800's button 
  Courtney McQueen 1800's buckle 
  Ken Gudernatch  "Hinds Honey & Almond Cream" bottle 
  no name shield 
    

Dave Gregorski: 1880-O Silver dollar Found in the woods of a local park was this “I can’t believe what I have 
found” target. 3” down and covered with dirt. Dave and his brain had an argument on just what the target 
was…guess who won. (We did, nice find.) 
Bruce Morris: 1914 Barber quarter using a White’s DFX to unearth the quarter while with others from the 
club in the local well-hunted park. While under a tree and going through unnatural gyrations, Bruce pull this 
quarter out into the sunshine. 
Mark Sutcliffe: 1744 George II halfpenny found 2 ½ deep while alone in a hay field. 
Hector Rodriguez: ½ strike cent from a local shopping parking lot’s grassy median. It was in the company of a 
1917-dime. 4 members own half struck pennies. 
Frank LeMasters: Liberty Bell token Frank thought his target was a silver dollar in a hay field (sound 
familiar?). Really, Frank was out with his grandson at a school’s playscape from where he retrieved the winning 
token. 
Rick Browne: 13 ruby and diamond gold ring waist deep at a local salt-water swimming hole. Close by Rick 
also found a silver ring in the worked out ocean. 
John Hart: Beck Ex-Fire Chief medal Georgetown Colorado John found information about the chief on the 
Internet. John had missed the target during the several detecting hours he has spent in this location. The Chief 
was known for his fire prevention efforts. 
John Hardin: Broach from his home’s parking lot while recuperating from an injury. 
Tony Cwikla: lead WWII soldier Cabin fever forced Tony outside where he recovered many items missed 
during previous detecting hours in his yard. The winner is one of the better soldiers he has found. Tony’s advice: 
“Keep rechecking all the worked out areas.” 
Vince DiBattista: British 32nd Regiment circa 1810 button a torn down house yielded the button, 14 
Wheaties, 1 Rosie, 1 Merc and another button dating to War of 1812. 
Danny LaMontagne: Colonial silver-plated shoe buckle Just 150 yards from a foundation that dates to the 
1860’s, Danny uncovered the large buckle.. 
Consolation Prize: Steve Gudernatch Steve, while detecting with others, hit on the brass military button that 
needed no cleaning. It was 6” down in the “famous local park.” 
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Learning something new: 
Numismatic literature educates the masses 

In the hobby (or, if you prefer, industry) of numismatics, the easiest and most effective way to learn 
about coins, tokens, medals and paper money is by reading. Last week, I mentioned the Numismatic 
Bibliomania Society, a special-interest group of numismatic booklovers. As the organization has only 
several hundred members, and, by way of comparison Coin World reaches nearly 100,000 subscribers 
each week and A Guide Book of United States Coins has a yearly circulation in the hundreds of 
thousands, it seems that belonging to an organization about books is not everyone's cup of tea. Or, it 
may be that the NBS simply needs more publicity. 
Reiterating my comments of last week, if you are interested, write a check for $15 ($20 if you do not 
live in North America) to the Numismatic Bibliomania Society, c/o W. David Perkins, Secretary-
Treasurer, P.O. Box 3888, Littleton, CO 80161--3888, for a year's membership, or contact him by 
email at wdperki@attglobal.net. Also, for free, check out The E-Sylum on the Internet at 
whomren@coinlibrary.com. 
One of my joys in the hobby is learning information that is new to me. In particular, I find the history 
of coins, paper money and tokens to be fascinating in the context of how they were originally used. 
Somewhat curious is the fact that although generations of economists and historians of finance have 
written about the American monetary system, very few have included numismatically useful 
information. The great exception is Neil Carothers' Fractional Money 1930, but even it deals with 
copper and silver coins ("fractional" denominations) and does not say much about gold coins or paper 
money. 
Perhaps to pique your interest, see if you know why the following things are so. From reading I know 
the answers, although they are not easily found in any single place: 
 
 1. In San Francisco in 1863, gold coins were common in everyday commerce, but there was not a 
paper dollar in sight. Conversely, in New York City there was a flood of paper money, but no silver or 
gold coins. Why the difference? 
 
 2. Why in 1942 did the United States Treasury Department decide to take the P and D Mint marks, 
formerly small and tucked unobtrusively to the right of the building, make them much larger and move 
them above the building's dome, while, simultaneously, using an unprecedented P to represent 
Philadelphia? Did you know that it is said by some that Felix Schlag didn't design the adopted reverse 
of the Jefferson 5-cent coin, as is credited by the US. Mint? While you're at it, why is the name of 
Bernard Nagengast important to Jefferson 5-cent coin specialists today? 
 
 3. At a private and somewhat secretly conducted mint, Machin's Mills, at the outlet of Orange Pond 
near Newburgh, NY, in 1788 many copper coins were made with inscriptions pertaining to Vermont. 
These were perfectly legal issues, At the same time many copper coins were produced with devices 
relating to Connecticut. These were illegal counterfeits. Why the difference? 
 
 4. From 1821 through early summer 1834 many hundreds of thousands of $5 gold half eagles were 
made, but not a single coin was in circulation anywhere in the United States. Why were so many made 
and where did they go? 

Continued on page 9 
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 5. In 1856 it took about $1.04 in silver bullion to make a Seated Liberty dollar. Why, then, were 
63,500 made? And, where did they all go? Can you explain why I have handled more 1804 Draped 
Bust silver dollars, "the King of American Coins:' than I have of Mint State 1856 Seated Liberty 
dollars? Seems illogical! 
 
 6. Returning to the subject of books and written stuff, why was W. Elliot Woodward, a coin dealer, 
druggist and real estate developer in Roxbury, Mass., active from 1860 through the early 1890s, 
considered to be the "lion of the day," an honorific comment, by the American Numismatic Society, 
and why in a book published by George Frederick Kolbe in 1982 did Boston numismatist and scholar 
John W. Adams single out Woodward as being at the top of his profession? After all, there were 
many other dealers in the 19th century. 
 
 7. And, for good measure, what do the activities of Andrew Dexter (founder of Montgomery, Ala.), 
Samuel Bell (governor of New Hampshire), Augustus B. Woodward (president of the Bank of Detroit 
in 1806) and Carlo "Charles" Ponzi have in common? Oops, by mentioning Ponzi I gave this one 
away: All of these men defrauded the public by issuing worthless paper certificates. 
 
 By Q. David Bowers, Coin World, Monday, August 2, 2004 

Silver/gold Craze – Part 1 

During late 1979 and early 1980, inflation in the U.S. was raging at a rate of 12-15 percent. 
Home mortgages were offered at 18% and the economy and job markets were not good. 
It was at this time that the precious metals market became very bullish. Exchange businesses 
sprung up overnight, as there was money to be made in the climbing market. A SilverTowne 
employee (Indiana) recalls, “We were buying enough scrap and dental gold, rings and chains to 
fill 55-gallon drums. People were bringing in things like antique gold goblets that you’d never 
consider melting. We melted bags of BU silver dollars like they were nothing.” Common date 
silver coins (and more valuable ones) were also melted down. It’s therefore hard to know how 
many remain for collectors. 

There were refineries on the East Coast that received the metal. Fleets of armored trucks went 
back and forth on a daily basis. At the exchanges, hundreds of eager sellers would line up early 
for cash payments. Lines at times were four blocks long. The buying and selling went so fast, that 
it was hard to keep up with the going rate of exchange, which could vary dramatically. Often 
smaller dealers sold to larger ones, so they could take back the cash and buy more metal items. 
As prices were constantly (for awhile) going up, the phrase ‘time is money’ was never truer. It 
was not uncommon for someone to pay several thousand dollars for someone else’s place in line. 

 [Information gathered from Coin World, Nov. 22, 2004.] 
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UPCOMING EVENTS/HUNTS 

2005 Garrett Club Program: Please register all Garrett metal detectors purchased or received 
as gifts during 2005, with Garrett. If you make them aware that you are a member of YTC, 
Garrett will credit the club with 10% of the purchase price.  Obtain an application form from 
any YTC officer. This credit may be used to procure a Freedom Ace Give-A-Way detector. This 
is an easy and effective way to support your club! 

June 4 (Saturday) - Y.T.C. ‘Million Dollar Hunt’ - see below for details. 

June 20 (Sunday) - Coin Show @ the Polish National Home, 60 Charter Oak Ave., Hartford. 
Free admission and parking - call 860-247-1784 for details. Doors open at 9 A.M. 

July 9 - Y.T.C. picnic - see page 4. 

‘Million Dollar Hunt’! 
Chuck Anderson has organized a planted hunt, for Y.T.C. members only. It will take place 
on Saturday, June 4. The designated area will be open meadow, and the targets will be 
planted in the grass or very shallow in the dirt, so minor digging at most will be required. 
Chuck has asked for some help in planting the targets, so for those who can, please get there 
a bit earlier. 

All the planted targets will be nickels! Some will be painted, and these are the ones 
redeemable for scratch tickets. The others are for you to spend (I hear the casinos now have 
nickel slots!). There will be at least 100 prize scratch tickets. Most will be for $1, with a few of 
larger denominations. If the turnout is larger than expected, additional prizes will be 
obtained. As with any official planted club hunt, ONE nickel will give you the opportunity to 
draw for our Treasure Chest! 

The hunt field is called Nelson’s Field, located in Bristol (near the Burlington line). Chuck 
got permission to use it for this event. To get there from the Hartford area, take I-84 west to 
exit 33/34 (route 72). Proceed on 72-west through Forestville. Take a right onto route 69 
north (Burlington Ave.).  Take a left onto James P. Casey Rd., and the parking area will be 
quickly on your left. If you cross into Burlington, you’ve gone too far. 

It is suggested you bring insect repellant - the black flies may be out (and spray around your 
ankles for ticks). The hunt will begin at 12 noon, and last for at least an hour, depending 
on number of attendees. The cost of the hunt is $7 per member, payable at the hunt. 

B.O.N.E.  12 (2005) 
A number of Y.T.C. members attended this year’s ‘Best O’ the NorthEast’ detecting-related event, and 
a few received honors for their accomplishments. Bob Ellis was awarded a co-first-place in the Best 
Finds Contest for his Higley copper. Mark Sutcliffe  was on the winning team in the Sunday afternoon 
competition hunt - three team members split $150.00. And Amber Slawski won the "Youngster 
Division" gold panning competition. Congratulations to all! 
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Minutes of Yankee Territory Coinshooters Meeting May 10, 2005: 
The monthly meeting was called to order at 7:08 p.m. with 41 members and 3 guests present. 
The Secretary’s Report was accepted as published. 
The Treasurer’s Report was accepted as read with a balance of $2,370.84 with all bills paid, plus silver inventory 
of $278.97 at purchase cost. 
Announcements: 
Everett Berube, Rick Browne, and Ruth MacRobbie are recovering from various ailments. 
The D.I.R.T. (Rhode Island club) hunt is May 15th at Ocean Beach in New London. 
Old Business: 
Mark Sutcliffe reported on the B.O.N.E. 12 treasure show in Keene. Bob Ellis’s Higley Copper tied with a 
Pinetree Shilling in the best finds contest and he was inducted into the Treasure Hunters Hall of Fame. Amber 
Slawski took first place in her division in the gold panning contest, and Mark Sutcliffe led the first place team in 
the competition hunt with his 20-year-old Garrett Freedom Ace detector. 
Chuck Anderson reported on his very wet Penwood Park hunt. Three silver coins turned up and Jim Groom 
donated a pack of C-batteries for a raffle. 
Bruce took Mike Giannetti on the doorknocking trip that Pam bought him at last November’s auction. They 
detected an 1834 house in Middlefield and another house in Durham but didn’t find much more than a Merc. The 
club discussed doorknocking adventures. 
Ken Gudernatch reported that a ring that he found that has a cross and ten “bumps” is a Rosary ring. Each bump 
represents a bead in the Rosary. 
New Business: 
Dave Gregorski reported that an organizational meeting for Jerry Burr’s Cash Bash would be held on May 11th. 
Chuck Anderson reported on his upcoming “Million Dollar Hunt” in Bristol on June 4th. He proposed that the 
club subsidize the hunt for $3.00 worth of nickels per entry. He plans to charge a $7.00 entry fee to cover the 
purchase of the scratch-off lottery tickets that will be the prizes. All the tickets will be of the same series. About 
25 members indicated they planned to attend. A motion was made and passed to advance Chuck $75.00 for the 
hunt. The club Treasure Chest prize will be present and up for grabs. 
A motion was made and passed to spend $68.00 for the annual post office box rental. 
Bruce Morris announced an impromptu club outing at the Farmington River on May 22nd. 
John Hart moved to purchase a book on animal tags for the club library for $50. The motion was seconded and 
passed. 
Bob Ellis’s Higley Copper find was written up in Coin World. 
June will be YTC alumni month. Former member Eric Larson will present a slide show from the “good old 
days.” 
Dave, Mark, and Chuck conducted the evening’s program on tokens. 
Chuck told an entertaining story about finding an iron pot [not] full of gold. 
The first person whose name was drawn for the Attendance Drawing was not in attendance: Mike Giannetti won 
the consolation dime. 
New member John Massaro won the 1882 Silver Dollar raffle. 
Tony Cwikla won the 50/50 raffle. Ron DiMauro won a pack of batteries, Ed Valentine, Carl Muller, Bob 
Cwikla, Ron DiMauro, and Vince DiBattista won American Digger (and other) magazines donated by Tony 
Cwikla. 
Challenge Master Dave Gregorski reported that he has reached levels 2 and 3, and that Frank LeMasters and Joe 
Waldron have attained levels 1 & 2. 
The meeting adjourned at 9:06 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, Mark Sutcliffe, Secretary.  
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                            YTC Officers 
 
President, Bruce Morris         212-2276 
                {brm1956@netzero.net} 
         
Vice President,  Tony Cwikla        860-623-1153
    {CAPACTION@aol.com}
                             
Secretary, Mark Sutcliffe                  860-647-7541  
                                      {Msutcl 1776@aol.com} 
 
Treasurer, Vince DiBattista              860-666-0270 
     {VDibattist@aol.com } 
 
Newsletter, Dave Gregorski               860-742-5836 
                                      {DGRookie@aol.com} 

Yankee Territory Coinshooters 
Code of Ethics 

Respect the rights and property of others. 
Never destroy historical or archeological artifacts. 
Observe all laws, whether national, state, or local. 
Aid law enforcement officials whenever possible. 

Leave the land and vegetation as it was. 
FILL IN ALL HOLES. 

Remove all trash and litter, take it with you when you 
leave. 

Remember that all coinshooters may be judged by the 
example YOU set. Always conduct yourself with 

courtesy and consideration toward others. 

T.C.  Metal Detectors 
Authorized dealer for Fisher, Tesoro, Minelab, 
Garrett, Troy, Bounty Hunter, Detectorpro, 

Whites, Lesche, RTG, and more 

Tony Cwikla, 23 Cornwall Drive,  
Windsor Locks, CT  06096 

860-623-1153 or  860-916-2506 
{29 years experience, oldest, largest dealer in the area} 

Member: Y.T.C., FMDAC 
Special discounts for members! 

FAX: 860-627-0593;  e-mail:  
CAPACTION@aol.com 

 
We also carry a full line of books, digging tools, sand 
scoops, headphones, extra coils, bags, pouches, etc. 

 
- We use what we sell and give expert advice free of charge. - 

Why not come in and see what we’re finding !! 

METAL DETECTORS and ACCESSORIES  

J & E ENTERPRISES of  
S. Yarmouth  

Factory Authorized Dealer for Fisher, Garrett, 
Minelab, Tesoro, & Whites. Coiltek coils, Covers, 
Headphones, Beach & Water Scoops, Books, Etc., 

Eleanor Hube, 54 Old Main St. at Forest Rd. 
South Yarmouth, MA 02664 

1-508-760-2100 
e-mail,  jetrhub2@verizon.net 

(Founding member of Yankee Territory Coinshooters) 

SALES, SERVICE & RENTALS 
Accepts Discover, Mastercard and Visa 

Will ship UPS 

(Special consideration for Y.T.C. members.) 

Help! 
It’s helpful for me, and of interest to the club, when 
I get articles, stories, news, etc. for the Probe from 
other members. If you think you’re ‘not a writer’, 
just give me the facts/details and we’ll come up 
with something. I’m sure that many of you have 
interesting detecting-related stories...I hear them at 
meetings! This helps keep our club ‘alive’. 
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 July Y.T.C. ‘Fun Hunt’ 
We will be heading back to Misquamicut Beach 
in Rhode Island for this ‘natural finds’ hunt. The 
date is July 17 (Sunday). This should give 
beachgoers ample time to lose good stuff, for us 
to find. 

We will meet in the main parking lot (near the  
buildings). The hunt will begin at 5:45 P.M. and 
continue until 8 P.M. We will then gather back 
in the parking area, to compare finds and award 
prizes.  

I have not checked the tides, as this beach does 
not lend itself to waterhunting, because of the 
large surf. There is plenty of dry sand, and the 
beach is old so there’s always an outside chance 
of finding a silver coin or old jewelry. Some type 
of sand-sifter will make target recovery a lot 
easier. 

Contact me (Dave Gregorski) if you have any 
questions. Because of the late hour and distance 
we have to travel home, there will be no formal 
group dining this year. Hope to see a lot of you 
there. Remember, 2 years ago I found a $1000 
gold/emerald/diamond ring there, at the hunt! 

CashBash 2005! 
Jerry Burr is once again holding this ever-popular 
event (also called the 2005 NMDL hunt - 
National Metal Detecting League).  He has 
arranged for us to hunt farm fields that date back 
to the 1600’s. Also available (a separate day - 
Saturday) is a resort/camp on the Connecticut 
River, dating back to 1905. All sites are in 
Hamburg, CT. 

Details will follow in future Probes. The dates 
are October 7-9 (Friday through Sunday). 
Save them! There are other activities planned, 
and lodging at the camp is available.  

Of note, there will be evening bonfires, and a 
Saturday evening dinner, with prizes included. 
Natural finds will be judged and awarded on 
Saturday afternoon. Sunday will be primarily the 
competition hunts.  

‘Million Dollar Hunt’ Results 
   18 detectorists (and a few guests) gathered on 
what was the hottest day of the year up to that 
time (June 4). The ‘quarry’ was a total of 1149 
planted nickels. 100 were painted green, 
redeemable for a $1 scratch ticket. Light tan ones 
(8) would get you a $5 ticket, and the single 
white nickel would get you a chance at drawing 
for the Treasure Chest contents. The remaining 
nickels were...just nickels, to be spent. 
   The detecting (and target planting) was a 
challenge, as the grass was more than a foot tall. 
Chuck Anderson planted the colored nickels, and 
his pollen/grass allergy caused a temporary rash 
over his arms. A few members helped out (thank 
you!), so that well before noon, the roughly 150-
by-300 foot area was ready for the contest. 
   For the most part, the grass was thin enough to 
allow coil-swinging with just a bit of effort. The 
unpainted nickels were shiny enough, so that 
often they would show once the grass was 
pushed aside a little. The colored ones, however, 
were tucked into the dirt about a quarter-inch.  
   Despite everyone hunting the full 1-1/4 hours, 
23 green nickels and 3 tan ones were left in the 
field, (plus an estimated 125 ‘regular’ ones). Ken 
Gudernatch collected the white one, and will 
draw for ‘the Indian’ at the June meeting.  
   Of interest - 2 partial rolls of nickels were 
planted and found. One detectorist found 78 
nickels, including 10 green ones. Several 
‘natural’ nickels were uncovered, including 5 
from the 60’s that were placed in a row between 
2 strips of tape (probably by a parent, to prevent 
them from being lost). Better yet, a Connecticut 
copper was unearthed, from a depth of 6 inches.  
   The largest ‘scratch’ prize so far was $10, with 
many winning smaller amounts. The unclaimed 
tickets are in the Treasure Chest, and will go to 
Ken if he wins the contents. If he picks a Lincoln 
cent from the bunch, then the tickets will be 
scratched and redeemed, and the cash will go into 
the chest. 
Ten people enjoyed a buffet after the hunt. Many 
thanks to Chuck for planning and executing a 
very interesting hunt format. 
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 Y.T.C. Picnic! 
Member  Lisa Helme and her husband Bob are 
inviting members to a picnic-type afternoon at 
their campground. The date is July 9th 
(Saturday) with July 16th as the rain date. No 
detecting is allowed, either at the beaches or on the 
grounds - it’s a purely social event. 
Time:  12:00 noon until??? (people can stay as late 
as they want) Bob lights the grill a second time 
around 4-5 and people usually eat again (more hot 
dogs and hamburgers).   
 
Sun Valley entrance fee: $4.00 per person - 
under 2 free. When you arrive, please give the 
gate attendant your name.    

Hot dogs, hamburgers, beverages, and dessert will 
be provided. Please bring a side-dish to share 
(hot or cold). 
Alcohol is allowed anywhere on site (including the 
beach).  If people want to BYOB, they can.  
People may want to bring their bikes and fishing 
poles/bait.  Other activities include:  swimming, 
tennis, croquet, bocce, paddleboats, kayaks (there 
is a fee for the paddleboats and kayaks). 
 
Directions to Sun Valley going 84 East: 

Take exit 67.  At end of exit (light) take a left.  
Continue to next light (intersection) and take a 

right onto Route 30 north.  Go approx. 1.5  miles 
and at 2nd traffic light take a left (this is still Rt. 
30 North).  Follow 30 N. approx. 7.5 miles to the 
end.  At traffic light take a left onto Rt. 190.  Take 
NEXT right onto Old Springfield Rd.  Go a few 

hundred yards and take FIRST right into Sun 
Valley parking lot. 

 
Directions to Sun Valley going 84 West: 

Take exit 67.  At the end of the exit take a right.  
At next traffic light (intersection) take a right onto 

Rt. 30 North.  Follow same directions as above. 
 

RSVP Lisa Helme - (860) 478-6643 or 
rahtoys@aol.com   

 
 

Token Information 
The word ‘token’ is derived from the Anglo-
Saxon ‘tacen’, meaning sign or symbol. Strictly 
speaking, nearly all of the world’s present-day 
coinage and bank notes have been ‘tokens of 
value’ since we came off the gold standard. 
However, the commonly accepted definition has 
a token being a piece of metal or plastic 
resembling a coin in shape and size, but issued 
privately. It is used as a substitute for official 
coinage, generally as a pledge to be redeemed for 
goods. 
Each token has a unique history, and represents a 
unique endeavor in the world of business. Tokens 
are seen as valuable and tradable by the bearer. 
Beyond this, they are collectible, and offer a 
wide variety of interesting designs. 

[Info. taken from I.T.T.H.C. Treasure News, 
Nov., 2004.]  
P.S. At the May club meeting, a few members 
shared information about tokens. Some general 
categories include: transportation, commercial, 
art, amusement, Civil War, and ‘Hard Times’ 
tokens.   Ed. 

Who Needs a Metal Detector - Part 2 
By Vince DiBattista 

   A while back I wrote an article telling how I found 
over $30.00 in coins in a Coinstar machine, $5.00 
(face value) of which was silver. Well, this happened 
today. I subscribe to Coin World. And one of the 
sections they have from time to time is a section on 
circulation finds. Many of their readers state that if 
you order halves in $500.00 lots through your bank, 
you can still get some silver coins.  
   I figured I had nothing to lose. And I still had some 
open spots in my Kennedy Half collection. So I 
ordered the $500.00. 
   These are the results: four Walking Liberties -
1941(F),1941-S(VG),1942(F),1946(VF); Kennedys-
90% silver - 1964(3),40% 1966(2),1967(8),1968(9), 
& 1969(3). If you have some spare time you might 
want to give this a try. As for me, I plan to use some 
of these in the slots, cash in the rest, and then repeat 
the process. 
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Bold, italics indicates the 
winners - submitted by Bob 

Cwikla, May, 2005 

COIN    

 Gold/Silver   
Pre 1900  Don Bogli 1852 3-cent piece 

  Vince DiBattista 1774 1/2 Reale 
  Mike Giannetti 1875 Seated Liberty dime 
  Bill Viot 1783 1/2 Reale 
  Bob Cwikla 1892 Barber dime 
    

Post 1899  Craig Sims 1911 Barber half dollar 
  Ken Gudernatch 1944 Walking Liberty half dollar 
  Bob Tulay 1923 Mercury dime 
    
 Other   

Pre 1900  Dave Gregorski 1788 Vermont copper 
  Ray Dapkus 1787 Connecticut copper 
  Mark Sutcliffe 1879 Indian Head penny 
  Sal Vetro 1803 large cent 
    

Post 1899  John Hart 1906 Indian Head penny 
  Ken Briody $5 Republic of Liberia coin 
    
 Token Bruce Morris                       WWII campaign medal 
  Frank Lemasters Charles Lindberg commemorative 
  Tony Cwikla               president token 

JEWELRY    
 Gold Chris Bourque 1850-75 Rose gold ring 
  Rich MacRobbie 14k wedding band 
  Bill Viot 18k ring 
  Mike Marvonek white gold necklace 
    
 Silver Phil Skewes 2 sterling rings 
  Bruce Morris .925 locket 
  Joe Waldron ring with Blue Topaz 
  Vince DiBattista sterling ring with stone 
  Dave Gregorski ring  
  Tony Cwikla ring 
    
 Other Ken Gudernatch Niagara Falls souvenier bracelet 
  Bob Cwikla old junk ring without stone 
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By Bob Cwikla 

RELIC    
    
 Toy Dave Gregorski miniature six-shooter gun 
  Bob Cwikla WWII pilot lead figurine 
  Ken Briody toostie car 
 Consolation Prize Ken Gudernatch candlestick game piece 
    

 

Don Bogli: 1852 3-cent piece After fighting through a trashy picnic site, Don uncovered his third 
career 3-cent coin at 4 inches under some leaves. 

Craig Sims: 1911 Barber half While getting frustrated digging trash, Craig popped out this old half  
 dollar. The frustration went away quickly. 

Dave Gregorski: 1788 Vermont copper Hunting an area for the first time, his first hit unearthed  

this old Colonial at 8 inches. 

John Hart: 1906 Indian Head At an old farm house John started hunting for a lost ring, but instead 

came up with an indian near the mail box. It cost somebody to get the mail! 

Bruce Morris: WWII campaign medal Had an idea of what he found and went on line to confirm it. 
One of many different medals issued during the war. 

Chris Bourque: 1850-75 Rose Gold Searching an old foundation, Chris dug up gold only one inch  
down. 

 Phil Skewes: 2 sterling rings At a Florida beach Phil had been going to for 5-6 years, he got a  

2-ring find. 

Ken Gudernatch: Niagara Falls bracelet Searching an old cellar hole, Ken got a signal of a large  

piece of iron and got himself a souvenir. 

Dave Gregorski: miniature gun Dave didn't shoot himself in the foot when he found this six- 

 shooter. It was his last find at the same place he found the Vermont copper. 

Vince DiBattista: WWII production award Detecting with Dave G., Vince got a dime signal and  
 dug up a pin he always wanted to find. 
Chris Bourque: 1/2 Washington inaugaral botton Getting ready to call it quits for the day, Chris  
turned his machine back on and uncovered this nice find.  
 Consolation prize: Ken Gudernatch Along with other finds Ken uncovered a candlestick game 
piece at a salt water beach at 4 inches.  
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How Did I Miss It? 
 By Dave Gregorski  

   One thing I like about our hobby is the element of surprise. An old coin may come out of a newer 
park. That ring you thought was ‘junk’ when you first dug it, turns out to be silver. The ‘whatzit’ relic 
is ID’d by another club member, giving it meaning, and helping you appreciate it. 

   After detecting for over 5 years, I’ve added a category to my list of surprises. That is, when I get 
something great in an area which has been heavily detected (often by myself). I also like to understand 
the vagaries of metal detecting, so I can learn and become a better detectorist. So I want to share my 
latest ‘surprise’ experience, hopefully for your interest, and perhaps to present useful information to 
some Y.T.C. members. 

   My current main detector is a Minelab Sovereign, equipped with a custom 15-inch WOT coil, and a 
Sunray digital meter. The latter gives much more ‘separation’ and accuracy for target ID, than the 
standard Minelab meter. There are some situational negatives with this system, but overall I have a lot 
of confidence in finding deeper or otherwise hidden targets in heavily hunted areas. (I do put in the 
hours – averaging around 300 per year. Since I’ve learned to better use this detector, I’ve averaged 
around 75 silver coins each year.) 

   So when I located a school built in the 50’s, and uncovered a Merc on my first trip around 4 years 
ago (with my old Whites Classic ID), I’ve returned ~35 times, and have continued to find good stuff. In 
one corner of the schoolyard in particular, I’ve pulled out at least 15 silver coins. This comes from 
knowing my machine, luck, and using techniques that include patterning in different directions, over 
the same area. 

   Lately, I’ve ignored this area, feeling certain I’d hunted it clean of silver. When I realized I needed 
either a ‘jewelry chain’ or a ‘U.S. half dollar’ to complete Level 3 of the YTC Challenge, an idea 
popped into my head: return to the school using a different technology, and see what happens. 
My back-up machine is a Whites IDX Pro – considered a ‘mid-range’ detector in price and ability. An 
important difference is the coil – a concentric coil, which means the ‘zone of detection’ is somewhat 
cone-shaped. This means a very shallow target should give a signal when any part of the coil passes 
over it. However, the ‘cone’ decreases in diameter with depth; i.e., at the detection limit (maybe 5-6 
inches for a dime), the exact center of the coil must pass over the target (the bottom of the cone may be 
only an inch or so in diameter). 

   In contrast, the Minelab has a double-D coil. The ‘zone of detection’ is shaped like a cylinder, 
meaning a target anywhere under the coil should give a signal, up to maximum depth. The downside of 
this technology, especially with a 15” coil, is that there are often many ‘junk targets’ (including iron) 
under the coil at the same time as a good target. The signal can be compromised (becomes unsteady,  

   Continued on page 9 
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shifted to a lower digital value, or be obliterated). The Minelab does have an ‘iron masking’ feature, 
allowing some good targets to be read through nearby iron. (Such was the case with my recent 
Vermont copper find, which had a rusted nut above it.) 

   A weakness of this Minelab is the inability to read jewelry chains (unless they have big links, or if a 
medal or such happens to be attached to it). The IDX, however, can ‘read’ a small chain, so I brought 
my ‘back-up’ to the schoolyard. I was pleasantly surprised to find 2 Wheat cents on my first trip. On 
my next trip, I decided to detect the ‘hot corner’, hoping a chain might turn up.  
   
   The area was quite clean of good targets, given the many hours I’d spent detecting the ~150 by 200 
foot rectangle. I was quite surprised to pull up a Wheatie from 4 inches. How did I miss it? (The old 
saying goes, ‘Nobody gets it all’!) I then decided to hunt toward a goalpost, on a diagonal line. I got 
‘dead air’ for 2 minutes, then a faint but solid half-dollar reading. (Right. I’ve been fooled by deep can-
tops before, with this detector.) But there was something about the quality of the sound, that had me dig 
carefully. At the bottom of the 5-inch hole, I thought I saw a gleam. Out of the hole came a Franklin 
(silver) half dollar! How did I miss THAT, after surely going over the same spot with my super-
Minelab at least 10 times? As another saying goes, with a coin that size at a relatively shallow depth, 
one should ‘trip over it’! 

   Here’s the deal, as I see it. Even if a spot is fairly free of obvious junk, intermittent soil 
mineralization can affect detector response (mask targets). The concentric coil at 5 inches has perhaps a 
zone of detection of around 2 inches (my guess), and I had tightly overlapped my swings for good, 
deep coverage. This and my going at a diagonal to my usual patterning, perhaps allowed the coin to be 
‘alone’ under the coil (i.e., I avoided whatever had been interfering). Anyway, the thrill (and surprise) 
of the find was accentuated by my completing a Challenge level. Most of all, I’ll never forget the sight 
of a big silver coin lying there in the pile of dirt, while my brain held me in disbelief. That ‘warm 
fuzzy’ is still there when I think of it. May you all experience the same.   

HOW TO BUILD YOUR OWN LUCK 
1. Get a hobby Find the thing that fascinates you most. You'll recognize it instantly. It's the thing 
you feel you have to do everyday or the day's wasted. 
2. Obsess Get to know it so well nothing about it is unpredictable (almost), including its ability to 
surprise you. This part of the process will take approximately one lifetime. 
3. Charge for it If you're so crazy about it and so good at it, go pro! 

4. Flourish If you've followed steps one, two and three, this is the easy part. 

5. Succeed Do it so widely that everyone tells you how lucky you are. 
 
Source: AARP The Magazine, July/August 2005   (From Rick Browne) 
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UPCOMING EVENTS/HUNTS 

2005 Garrett Club Program: Please register all Garrett metal detectors purchased or received 
as gifts during 2005, with Garrett. If you make them aware that you are a member of YTC, 
Garrett will credit the club with 10% of the purchase price.  Obtain an application form from 
any YTC officer. This credit may be used to procure a Freedom Ace Give-A-Way detector. This 
is an easy and effective way to support your club! 

June 26 (Sunday) - Coin Show @ the Polish National Home, 60 Charter Oak Ave., Hartford. 
Free admission and parking - call 860-247-1784 for details. Doors open at 9 A.M. 

Y.T.C. picnic - Saturday, July 9; see page 5 for details. 
 
Y.T.C. ‘fun hunt’ - Sunday, July 17; see page 4 for details. 

Silver/gold Craze – Part 2 
While the bullion selloff was going on in 1979-1980, the coin market was just as crazy. Some 
items that would be prized by 21st century collectors ended up in the melting pot. Barber coins in 
better then Fine condition were among the victims. There’s no doubt that some rarities like the 
1942 over ’41 Mercury dime were melted, because no one had time to look for them. 

The price of gold was about $300 an ounce in August, 1979, and it peaked at $870 in less than 5 
months. Prices climbed by the minute. As one dealer mentioned, “I bought a roll-set of silver ‘war 
nickels’ (35% silver) over the phone for $1700. By the time it got here, it was worth $3,200.” One 
customer was bringing in chalices, candy dishes and other sterling from Tiffany’s. Some dealers 
kept back a few items that were too nice to melt. 

Many sellers had gotten silver coins out of circulation. These usually were among the early sellers 
in the price run-up. Bad misjudgments were common. One person was offered $268,000 for 10 
bags of silver coins, and refused the offer. Today those bags are worth $50,000. 

There were a large numbers of ‘instant millionaires’ made at the time. Desperation brought about 
some strange occurrences, like the people who pulled gold teeth out of their mouth to sell. The 
bullion market at that time, however, became a ‘roller coaster’. Here’s how the price of an ounce 
of silver moved: 1/2/79 - $6.22;  8/8/79 – $9.10;  10/30/79 – $16.70;  1/2/80 – $30.43;  1/21/80 – 
$42.10 (this was the peak);  3/14/80 – $30.80;  4/1/80 – $19.00;  5/1/80 – $12.30;  7/8/80 – 
$18.14;  9/23/80 – $24.56;  12/30/80 – $16.21. 

Silver prices continued to decline in 1981, and at the end of that year closed at $8.61 an ounce. 

[Info. taken from Coin World, Nov. 29, 2004. Currently, silver is at ~$7 per troy ounce.]     
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Minutes of Yankee Territory Coinshooters Meeting: June 14, 2005 

  
  
Meeting started at 7:11 with 36 members and 4 guests in attendance. 
Secretary’s report was passed as written in the Probe. 
Treasurer's report was read and accepted. 
  
Chuck gave a brief report on the hunt at Nelson's Field in Bristol CT. 18 members showed 
up with Ken Gudernatch finding the token for a chance at pulling the Indian. This was done 
at the June meeting. Unfortunately Ken did not pull the Indian and it will be up to some other 
lucky person the next time. 
Lottery tickets were handed out at the hunt with some left over. It was decided beforehand 
that the left over tickets be scratched by the executive board and that the monies if any 
would go into the treasure chest. 
Bruce Morris also had a small hunt in June at the Farmington river near Rte. 4. 5 people 
attended. 
We received our Dog Tag Book. It was first thought that we would want to send it back. 
Bruce looked it over and recommended that we do actually keep the book for our Library. 

Under NEW business: 
There will be a club hunt on July 17th at Misquamicut.Beach in Rhode Island. Start time 
will be 5:45 PM, from the main parking lot. See June Probe, page 4, for details. 
We are looking for members to try to find hunt sites that the club may be able to use for 
monthly fun hunts. A farm field or homestead are possibilities. if you come across such a 
place please contact one of the executive board members so that we can finalize a deal with 
the owners. 
We are looking into the possibility of getting hats made up (and/or t-shirts) with the club 
LOGO on them. Approximate cost of the hats would be 12 to 14 dollars. As soon as we 
know we will present this at a meeting to vote on it. 
Tony will be looking into setting up a hunt with the Rhode Island club for this fall. 
Lisa Helme will be sharing her campground at Sun Valley for a picnic on July 9. 
Attendance drawing winner : Ken McMinagil 
50/50 Raffle winner: John Hart  
Magazine raffle winners: Ken Gudernatch, John Massaro and Rick Browne 
Silver dollar raffle winner: Mike Giannetti 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:05 - minutes submitted by Tony Cwikla 

[Many thanks to Tony for ‘stepping into the breach’ at the last minute, as Mark was ill and 
absent.] 
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                            YTC Officers 
 
President, Bruce Morris         212-2276 
                {brm1956@netzero.net} 
         
Vice President,  Tony Cwikla        860-623-1153
    {CAPACTION@aol.com}
                             
Secretary, Mark Sutcliffe                  860-647-7541  
                                      {Msutcl 1776@aol.com} 
 
Treasurer, Vince DiBattista              860-666-0270 
     {VDibattist@aol.com } 
 
Newsletter, Dave Gregorski               860-742-5836 
                                      {DGRookie@aol.com} 

Yankee Territory Coinshooters 
Code of Ethics 

Respect the rights and property of others. 
Never destroy historical or archeological artifacts. 
Observe all laws, whether national, state, or local. 
Aid law enforcement officials whenever possible. 

Leave the land and vegetation as it was. 
FILL IN ALL HOLES. 

Remove all trash and litter, take it with you when you 
leave. 

Remember that all coinshooters may be judged by the 
example YOU set. Always conduct yourself with 

courtesy and consideration toward others. 

T.C.  Metal Detectors 
Authorized dealer for Fisher, Tesoro, Minelab, 
Garrett, Troy, Bounty Hunter, Detectorpro, 

Whites, Lesche, RTG, and more 

Tony Cwikla, 23 Cornwall Drive,  
Windsor Locks, CT  06096 

860-623-1153 or  860-916-2506 
{29 years experience, oldest, largest dealer in the area} 

Member: Y.T.C., FMDAC 
Special discounts for members! 

FAX: 860-627-0593;  e-mail:  
CAPACTION@aol.com 

 
We also carry a full line of books, digging tools, sand 
scoops, headphones, extra coils, bags, pouches, etc. 

 
- We use what we sell and give expert advice free of charge. - 

Why not come in and see what we’re finding !! 

METAL DETECTORS and ACCESSORIES  

J & E ENTERPRISES of  
S. Yarmouth  

Factory Authorized Dealer for Fisher, Garrett, 
Minelab, Tesoro, & Whites. Coiltek coils, Covers, 
Headphones, Beach & Water Scoops, Books, Etc., 

Eleanor Hube, 54 Old Main St. at Forest Rd. 
South Yarmouth, MA 02664 

1-508-760-2100 
e-mail,  jetrhub2@verizon.net 

(Founding member of Yankee Territory Coinshooters) 

SALES, SERVICE & RENTALS 
Accepts Discover, Mastercard and Visa 

Will ship UPS 

(Special consideration for Y.T.C. members.) 

NFL Fantasy Football! 
I’m starting a competitive league shortly. There 
will be 10/12 teams, and a ‘live’ draft late this 
summer. Cost will likely be $100, with cash prizes 
for winners. Internet access required. If you’re not 
sure what ‘fantasy football’ is, you probably should 
ignore this. Let me know ASAP if interested. 
Dave Gregorski  
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$150,000 IN CASH  
STASHED IN CEILING 

 
 The discovery of $150,000 in an old house has 
led to a battle over who gets the cash. The money 
was discovered last fall when remodeler Jeffrey 
Picklo of suburban Wickliffe [Ohio] punched 
through the ceiling in the home. 
The hoard has been claimed by Mr. Picklo, who 
already has spent $30,000; by the man who hired 
him, homeowner Brian Williams; by the house's 
former owner; and by the heir to an owner who 
died 45 years ago. 
The multicolored, 1930s-era bills apparently 
were hidden in the ceiling in 12 cans. Because 
the bills have different colors and markings than 
modern cash, workers at Dave's Supermarket in 
Cleveland thought they were phony when Mr. 
Picklo tried to spend them there last month. The 
workers called police, who summoned the Secret 
Service. The cash includes five $500 bills and 
nine $1,000 bills, denominations last printed in 
1945. 
Wickliffe police Detective Ahmed Mohamed 
said the money was placed above a wall between 
the kitchen and bathroom. Found with the cash 
were a Social Security card and citizenship 
papers for Louise Stamberg, who emigrated from 
Yugoslavia and bought the house in the early 
1900s. 
Detective Mohamed said the stash totaled 
$121,019, not including what Mr. Picklo spent to 
buy a van, to shop, and to pay some debts of 
family members. 
Wickliffe Prosecutor William Gargiulo said Mr. 
Picklo did not commit a crime, though it's 
possible the court would order him to repay 
money. "The general law in Ohio is lost property 
goes back to the owner," Mr. Gargiulo said. 
"With abandoned property, it's finders keepers." 
 
 From The Blade, submitted by Jeff Hauenstein, 
Findlay, OH. 

Returned 53 years later 
 
   LUTZ, Fla.  (AP)  -- The black velvet box that 
Helen Swisshelm opened on Christmas Eve held 
the class ring she lost 53 years earlier in the 
Hudson River. “When I saw it, it looked like the 
day I [first] received it.” Swisshelm said. 
  She lost the gold and onyx ring in 1948, when 
she was 17 and swimming with friends in the 
river. They searched the silt and rocks for the 
ring for hours. 
  Swisshelm, now 70 and living north of Tampa, 
received a call earlier this month from her alma 
mater, the Academy of the Holy Names in 
Albany, N.Y. A man had found a class ring from 
the school inscribed with the [her] initials, 
H.M.D. and contacted the alumni association. 
  Ken Rohling, of New York, said he found the 
ring with his metal detector. He returned it to 
Swisshelm in time for the holidays. 

WHEN A MILLION PENNIES 
SAVED IS NOTHING EARNED 

 
 A California man who collected I million pennies 
for a bet is having a hard time cashing in on his 
$10,000 fortune. Ron England has amassed 3.6 tons 
of copper in his garage in the Los Angeles suburb 
of Granada Hills after making a bet with his brother 
30 years ago that he could collect I million pennies. 

But neither the U.S. Mint, the U.S. Comptroller of 
Currency, coin collectors nor the local bank is 
interested in cashing in his stash - at least without a 
charge. "I've been working seriously for the past 
two weeks to get rid of these pennies," England, 60, 
told the Los Angeles Daily News. "It's kind of 
frustrating. Nobody will take them without charging 
me." 

What's worse, England is still waiting for his 
brother to honor his side of the bet - a meal in Paris. 
"I don't remember making the wager. Am I still 
good for it? I'm not going to answer that question," 
Russ England told the Daily News. 
 
 From the Star-Ledger, submitted by Russell W. 
Balliet, Bridgewater, NJ. 
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GOLD in VERMONT 
You're probably familiar with the famous California Gold Rush, but how many know that one 
occurred in Vermont? Plymouth (VT) farmers discovered placer gold in Broad Brook and for a 
time gave up their farming to pan for gold. Canny Yankees that they were, they soon calculated 
that they weren't really earning more money than they had from farming, and the Vermont Gold 
Rush was over. Gold can still be panned from Broad Brook today. In fact, many other Vermont 
streams offer the energetic collector a chance to find some placer gold as a return for a hard day's 
work. The locations include: Rock River in Newfane and Dover; Williams River in Ludlow; 
Ottauquechee River in Bridgewater; White River in Stockbridge and Rochester; Third Branch of 
the White River in Braintree; Mad River in Warren, Waitsfield and Moretown; Shady Rill Brook 
in Wrightsville; Minister Brook in Worcester; Little River in Stowe and Waterbury; Gold Brook 
in Stowe; Lamoille River in Johnson; Gihon River in Eden; and the Missisquoi River in Lowell 
and Troy. 
 
 To formally identify a mineral that you believe is gold, the material will need to be tested or 
assayed. A jeweler in your area may have the expertise to do this or may be able to give you the 
name of someone they have dealt with. The Vermont Geological Survey can provide names of 
testing laboratories. Characteristics of the mineral gold include:  yellow color (shades are paler 
with increasing silver content) bright metallic luster normally occurs as small shapeless grains or 
flakes soft (2.5-3 Mohs hardness scale) very heavy; specific gravity 15-19.3; 19.3 when pure 
ductile and malleable opaque yellow streak on unglazed porcelain. Gold is distinguished from 
yellow sulphide, such as pyrite, primarily by its higher specific gravity. Pyrite (FeS2) , often 
occurs as cubes, and is more brittle, harder, and more brassy than gold. 
[Source unknown.] 

Enough to Make Some Bread? 
By Dave Gregorski 

   It seemed I’d been popping up an inordinate number of Wheat cents this year, so I finally took a 
count – 162 as of June 26. Those old Lincolns (1909-1958) are a good sign that I’m hunting in an 
‘older’ area. 

   Indeed, the majority of my detecting is now done at sites where there’s a decent possibility of getting 
silver coins (pre-1965). For instance, I’ll try older parks, schools built in the ‘50’s or older, and eroded 
winter beaches that have been around awhile. Though it’s been a ‘down’ year for detecting silver/gold 
jewelry, I’m thankful that my coin finds have more than made up for it. Those Wheaties are indeed a 
good sign. 
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Bold, italics indicates the 
winners - submitted by Bob 
Cwikla, June, 2005. 

COIN    
 Gold/Silver   

Pre 1900  Don Bogli 1776 2 Reale 
  Bruce Morris 177? 1 Reale 
  Carl Muller 1886 Seated dime 
    

Post 1899  Dave Gregorski 1944-S Walking Liberty half 
  Mike Giannetti 1968 Mexican 25 pesos 
  Craig Sims 1927 Standing Liberty quarter 
    
 Other   

Pre 1900  Roy Wilbur 1788 New Jersey copper 
  Tony Cwikla 1694 William & Mary half penny 
            President’s Award Bill Viot 1831 large cent 
  Bob Tulay 1787 Connecticut copper 
 Consolation prize John Hart 1809 half cent 
  Ken Pelzar 1883 Indian Head penny 
    

Post 1899  Bob Cwikla 1916 Canadian large cent 
  Phil Skewes 1990 New Zealand $2.00 coin 
    
 Token Ken Gudernatch "5 cents off a drink or cigar" token 

JEWELRY    
 Gold Bob Tulay 10K chain & cross 
  Rick Browne 10K chain & medallion 
  Bob Cwikla 14K bracelet 
    
 Silver Chuck Anderson chain & crucifix, with screwdriver 
  Ken Briody bracelet 
  Pam Giannetti ring with teddy bear 
  Roy Wilbur pin 
  Phil Skewes ring      
  Bill Viot ring 
    
 Other Ken Gudernatch Peugeot watch 
  Vince DiBattista inscribed religious charm 
  Dave Gregorski 18K electroplate ring 

RELIC    
 Toy Don Bogli tootsie toy truck 
  Bob Cwikla cast iron car 
  Dave Gregorski Scottish Regiment rifleman 
  Steve Gudernatch 2 trucks in one hole 
  Chuck Anderson Corgi Classic car 

Continued at bottom of page 7 
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By Bob Cwikla 

Military Ken Gudernatch Civil War "US" belt buckle 
 Lisa Helme mid 1800's British Navy button 
 Craig Sims button 

Don Bogli: 1776 2 Reale After talking to the owner of an old farm and a neighbor, he discovered there 
was a hayfield there. Searching a little rise in the field, Don pulled out a nice silver piece 5 inches 
down. 
 
 Dave Gregorski: 1944-S Walking Liberty half At Goodwin Park, Dave was mining a grove of pine 
trees and pulled out this half dollar and a Buffalo nickel in the same hole. 
 
 Roy Wilbur: 1788 New Jersey copper Pulled out one of the nicest coppers we have seen; Roy said it 
was on private land that was detected a thousand times. 
 
 Bob Cwikla: 1916 Canadian large cent At a 1905 house, this foreign coin was dug up from about 4 
inches deep in the back yard. 
 
 Ken Gudernatch: ‘5 cents off token’ Found at an abandoned house, it’s good for a drink or cigar. 
Wonder if Ken can still use it! 
 
 Bob Tulay: 10K chain & cross  Winning by one vote, Bob discovered this gold searching water (as 
usual). He said going to a place where certain people congregate is a good place to find jewelry. 
 
 Chuck Anderson: chain & crucifix w/screwdriver Finding the screwdriver first, Chuck re-checked 
the hole and discovered the crucifix. He believes the screwdriver was used to probe for the cross and 
then abandoned. 
 
 Ken Gudernatch: Peugeot watch Kicking sand at Misquamecut Beach, Ken uncovered a sparkling 
gold colored watch in mint condition. 
 
 Don Bogli: tootsie toy truck At the same site he found the reale, Don unearthed a large toy truck circa 
1947. The signal almost blew his earphones off. 
 
 Ken Gudernatch: Civil War buckle In the woods across from an old house, Ken dug a very nice 
“U.S.” buckle in a garden area at 4-5 inches. This is a very unique and special find. 
 
 Bruce Morris: 1700’s button At his club hunt, Bruce popped up this button on a foot path near a 
field. 
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 Massachusetts silver shines: 

New book tackles coins, history, economics 
 
American numismatic researchers, including those working on Colonial coinage, have long focused on die 
varieties. The vast majority of researchers have been collectors and this probably explains the emphasis. 
However, many of the most important perspectives have been overlooked. 
Ancient numismatics has some balance of collectors and academics and, while there is some tension in their 
relationships, each derives some benefits from the work of the other group. American numismatics, 
unfortunately, has rarely attracted the attention of academics. That is about to be changed. A book about to be 
released shows what we've been missing. 
Lou Jordan is best known in numismatic circles as the driving force behind numismatics at Notre Dame. If 
you're interested in early American coins or paper money, you will find a terrific Web site at 
http://www.coins.nd.edu. This site is an introduction, even if it goes into more depth than most introductions. 
Expanding on what he has done for the Web site, Jordan has combined his academic expertise and numismatic 
interests to produce a book on the 17th century Massachusetts silver coinage, of which Pine Tree shillings are 
the most common and best known. The book is titled, Studies on John Hull, the Mint and the Economics of 
Massachusetts Coinage. 
Much of the research in American numismatics, and particularly in Colonial numismatics, centers on studies of 
die varieties. While that should be an important component, it's taken a greater proportion of research efforts 
than it probably should. John Kleeberg noted this in his review of North American numismatic literature 
published as part of the proceedings of the most recent International Numismatic Congress a few years ago. So 
the publication of a book that focuses more on the history and economics surrounding any series of Colonial 
coins is very welcome. 
When the topic is a series of interest to virtually everyone who pays attention to Colonial coins, that's even 
better. Of course, Massachusetts silver coins are expensive enough that most of us who are interested don't 
actually collect them. A well-worn example usually costs a few hundred dollars and a lightly circulated high-
grade specimen will be a few thousand dollars. So for most of us, auction catalogs and books like this one are 
how we enjoy and understand Massachusetts silver coinage. 
Jordan covers a variety of topics including the location of John Hull's mint building, England's opposition to 
coinage in the Colony, the value of Massachusetts silver coinage relative to other coins in circulation at the time, 
and productivity at Hull’s mint. The relationship of the Colonies to England is always considered in light of the 
overthrow of the British monarchy in 1649, the subsequent creation of the Commonwealth, and the restoration of 
the monarchy in 1660. Jordan devotes a lot of attention to the circulation and value of Spanish silver since it was 
mostly silver from the New World rather than England that was converted into Pine Tree coins. 
One topic he takes on is the question of why almost all the Massachusetts coins were dated 1652 during a 
production run of approximately 30 years. While "common knowledge" among numismatists seems to be that 
this was to avoid the wrath of England through backdating, Jordan convincingly expands on an idea discussed 
earlier by Michael Hodder and Phil Mossman that 1652 was not intended to represent the date struck, as it is on 
most coins, but the date that a given denomination was authorized. The one exception, 1662-dated twopence 
coins, supports their hypothesis. 
Throughout the book, Jordan gives detailed historical references and footnotes. The book was inspired by the 
availability of John Hulls ledgers, which Jordan used extensively. Indeed, this book is not to be read at one 
sitting and it probably isn't summer beach reading for most. Lou's training is as a medieval scholar and librarian, 
and his attention to detail shows. 
This book will belong on the shelf of any numismatist with an interest in early Colonial coins, history or 
economics. If we're lucky, we'll also see an overview as a magazine article that will reach an even broader 
audience. After all, there are many collectors who don't consider themselves Colonial collectors who have a Pine 
Tree shilling on their want list (or, at least, wish list). Jordan's book and the understanding it helps us have can 
only make this coinage more interesting and desirable. 
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IF I KNEW  

If I knew it would be the last time  
That I'd see you fall asleep,  

I would tuck you in more tightly  
and pray the Lord, your soul to 

keep. 
  

If I knew it would be the last time  
that I see you walk out the door,  
I would give you a hug and kiss  
and call you back for one more. 

  
If I knew it would be the last time  

I'd hear your voice lifted up in 
praise,  

I would video tape each action and 
word,  

so I could play them back day after 
day. 

  
If I knew it would be the last time, 

I could spare an extra minute, 
I’d stop and say "I love you,"  

instead of assuming you would 
KNOW I do. 

  
If I knew it would be the last time  

I would be there to share your day,  
Well I'm sure you'll have so many 

more,  
so I can let just this one slip away. 

  
For surely there's always tomorrow  

to make up for an oversight,  
and we always get a second chance  

to make everything just right. 
  

There will always be another day  
to say "I love you,"  

And certainly there's another 
chance  

to say our "Anything I can do?" 

But just in case I might be wrong,  
and today is all I get,  

I'd like to say how much I love you  
and I hope we never forget. 

  
Tomorrow is not promised to 

anyone,  young or old alike,  
And today may be the last chance  

you get to hold your loved one tight. 
  

So if you're waiting for tomorrow,  
why not do it today?  

For if tomorrow never comes,  
you'll surely regret the day,  

That you didn't take that extra time  
for a smile, a hug, or a kiss  

and you were too busy to grant 
someone,  what turned out to be 

their one last wish. 
  

So hold your loved ones close 
today,  and whisper in their ear,  

Tell them how much you love them  
and that you'll always hold them 

dear. 
Take time to say "I'm sorry,"  

"Please forgive me," "Thank you," 
or "It's okay."  

And if tomorrow never comes,  
you'll have no regrets about today.  

 
[Shared by a long-time Y.T.C. 

member. Thanks.] 
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UPCOMING EVENTS/HUNTS 

2005 Garrett Club Program: Please register all Garrett metal detectors purchased or received 
as gifts during 2005, with Garrett. If you make them aware that you are a member of YTC, 
Garrett will credit the club with 10% of the purchase price.  Obtain an application form from 
any YTC officer. This credit may be used to procure a Freedom Ace Give-A-Way detector. This 
is an easy and effective way to support your club! 

June 26 (Sunday) - Coin Show @ the Polish National Home, 60 Charter Oak Ave., Hartford. 
Free admission and parking - call 860-247-1784 for details. Doors open at 9 A.M. 

Y.T.C. ‘fun hunt’ - Sunday, July 17; see page 4 of the June Probe, for details. 

CashBash 2005 - October 7-9 - see June Probe; register before Sept. 6;    go to
 www.NationalMetalDetectingLeague.com   for details.      

Detecting Connections 

Colonial/early American coins – www.coins.nd.edu/ColCoin 

Early Colonial Artifacts - www.apva.org/ngex/things.html 

Great custom tide charts – http://www2.shore.net/~mcmorran/tide/tideform.html 

Lost Treasure detector giveaway - www.losttreasure.com/winprizes/ 

Program your Whites XLT – http://treasureden.com/jb/programm.html 

Research your coins – www.coinlibrary.com 

Scanning coins (tips) – www.telespere.com/ts/coins/scanning.html 

THing Tips and Tricks – www.tomstreasures.com/tips.shtml 

Tips on specific detectors, on-line detecting game, etc. - http://treasureden.com/jb/index.html 

Tumblers, etc. – www.lortone.com/tumblers.html 

[My apologies if one or more of these are defunct.   Ed.] 
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Minutes of Yankee Territory Coinshooters Meeting - July 12, 2005: 
 
 The meeting was called to order at 7:10 p.m. with 44 members and 4 guests present. 
The Secretary’s Report was accepted as published. 
The Treasurer’s Report was read and accepted with a balance of $ 2063.44 plus silver inventory of 
$265.29 purchase cost. 
Circulated a 95th birthday card for Eleanor Campbell (Jane Browne’s mom) and a get well card for Pam 

Giannetti. 
Old Business: 
None. 
New Business: 
Rick Browne told about repairing his 15” W.O.T. (“Wonderful Orange Thing”) coil after it cracked. 
Discussed big coils and Minelabs. 
Discussed upcoming search for plane wreckage from Lt. Bradley’s WWII plane crash at Bradley 
Airport. The club will assist the State Archeologist on July 14th. 
Discussed the Club Outing at Misquamicut beach. 
The Cape Cod Weekend is September 17, 18: very low tides (see page 5 for details). 
A motion was made and passed to nominate Ken Gudernatch for reelection to the position of Treasurer 
of the Northeast Chapter FMDAC. 
Bruce Morris reviewed an article from the Cape Cod Times about metal detecting the former “Sea 
View Playland” on Old County Road on the Dennis/Harwich town line in Massachusetts. He did some 
detecting there and found a nice Flying Eagle cent, a mid-19th Century merchant token that resembles a 
$5 gold piece, and four silver coins. He also filled in someone else’s holes and picked up their trash. 
The club wished Courtney McQueen a happy birthday. 
Dennis Thorpe won the Attendance Drawing for 1 silver quarter. 
Jacques Genesse won the 1923 Silver Dollar Raffle. Tony Cwikla donated several items that were 
awarded as additional prizes: John Massaro won a digging tool, Ron DiMauro won an August 2005 
Western and Eastern Treasures, Courtney McQueen won an August 2005 Lost Treasure, and Ken 
Gudernatch won a June 2005 Western and Eastern Treasures plus a Fisher booklet. 
Challenge master Dave Gregorski reported that Rick Browne reached Level 2 of the Challenge and Joe 
Waldron attained Level 3. 
A guest at the meeting reported finding a cache of $1,000 in 20 and 100-dollar bills stuffed in a Coke 
bottle. The bottle was contained in fill brought in to a construction site and was probably drug money. 
We scratched the leftover Lotto tickets from Chuck’s hunt. Got an $11 winner and three free tickets. 
The meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted, Mark Sutcliffe, Secretary 
 
 Welcome to new members since the first of the year: Ken Briody, Lynn McQueen in January; Richard 
Cormier, Krystal Slawski, Ed Valentine, and Sal Vetro in April; Christopher Bourque, Tucker Dolge, 
and John D. Massaro in May; Frank Scalia, Rob Lavoie, and Ed Grella in July. 
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                            YTC Officers 
 
President, Bruce Morris         212-2276 
                {brm1956@netzero.net} 
         
Vice President,  Tony Cwikla        860-623-1153
    {CAPACTION@aol.com}
                             
Secretary, Mark Sutcliffe                  860-647-7541  
                                      {Msutcl 1776@aol.com} 
 
Treasurer, Vince DiBattista              860-666-0270 
     {VDibattist@aol.com } 
 
Newsletter, Dave Gregorski               860-742-5836 
                                      {DGRookie@aol.com} 

Yankee Territory Coinshooters 
Code of Ethics 

Respect the rights and property of others. 
Never destroy historical or archeological artifacts. 
Observe all laws, whether national, state, or local. 
Aid law enforcement officials whenever possible. 

Leave the land and vegetation as it was. 
FILL IN ALL HOLES. 

Remove all trash and litter, take it with you when you 
leave. 

Remember that all coinshooters may be judged by the 
example YOU set. Always conduct yourself with 

courtesy and consideration toward others. 

T.C.  Metal Detectors 
Authorized dealer for Fisher, Tesoro, Minelab, 
Garrett, Troy, Bounty Hunter, Detectorpro, 

Whites, Lesche, RTG, and more 

Tony Cwikla, 23 Cornwall Drive,  
Windsor Locks, CT  06096 

860-623-1153 or  860-916-2506 
{29 years experience, oldest, largest dealer in the area} 

Member: Y.T.C., FMDAC 
Special discounts for members! 

FAX: 860-627-0593;  e-mail:  
CAPACTION@aol.com 

 
We also carry a full line of books, digging tools, sand 
scoops, headphones, extra coils, bags, pouches, etc. 

 
- We use what we sell and give expert advice free of charge. - 

Why not come in and see what we’re finding !! 

METAL DETECTORS and ACCESSORIES  

J & E ENTERPRISES of  
S. Yarmouth  

Factory Authorized Dealer for Fisher, Garrett, 
Minelab, Tesoro, & Whites. Coiltek coils, Covers, 
Headphones, Beach & Water Scoops, Books, Etc., 

Eleanor Hube, 54 Old Main St. at Forest Rd. 
South Yarmouth, MA 02664 

1-508-760-2100 
e-mail,  jetrhub2@verizon.net 

(Founding member of Yankee Territory Coinshooters) 

SALES, SERVICE & RENTALS 
Accepts Discover, Mastercard and Visa 

Will ship UPS 

(Special consideration for Y.T.C. members.) 

Former Y.T.C. member 
Walter Hickborn 

passed away this past spring. 

His widow is selling a detector - see page 4. 
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 How a Metal Detector Works 

 
In order to achieve the best performance from 
your metal detector, it is important to understand 
exactly how it works and why it goes "beep" 
when it comes across a metal target. Metal 
detectors work on the principle of conductivity. 
All metal objects, whether they be ferrous or 
non-ferrous, are conductive; that is, heat and 
electricity can flow through them. 
 
A metal detector creates what is known as an 
"Electro-Magnetic Field" which penetrates the 
ground to a certain depth. When this field comes 
across a conductive metal object, the search-coil 
senses a change in the field and thus detects the 
object. 
 
A signal is then sent to the control box, which 
drives a loudspeaker, meter or headphones and 
emits a noise, alerting the operator to the 
presence of the object. Metal detectors react to 
the surface area of an object not its mass. The 
larger the surface area, the deeper you will detect 
an object. For example, a coin lying flat will be 
detected at a greater depth than the same coin 
standing upright on its edge. 
 
In addition to metals, a detector may react to iron 
ores, magnetic non-conductive minerals and 
beach salts. These non-metallic substances are 
known as "mineralized ground" and can cause a 
detector to produce a "false signal" or "ground 
noise". To eliminate this ground noise, the 
detector must be “ground balanced" to 
compensate for the levels of these substances in 
the ground being searched. 
[Source unknown.  Ed.] 

Y.T.C. July ’Fun Hunt’ 
By Dave Gregorski 

 July 17 was overcast, with scattered showers and 
spotty downpours. Along the shore was added 
intermittent fog. The ‘elements’ conspired to 
keep beachgoers home, and even a few 
detectorists.  

Nevertheless, 16 members (with a few guest 
observers) were turned loose on Misquamicut 
Beach in Rhode Island. People/blankets were 
sparse, so navigating was easy. After ~2 hours, 
all gathered at the parking lot, perhaps slightly 
damp from the fog and salt spray - it did not rain. 

Three pieces of silver jewelry were recovered. 
The oldest coin was a ‘56 Wheatie. The ‘most 
coins’ was 58. Other interesting finds included 2 
watches (both running), a tiny metallic turtle, and 
a large ‘junk’ cross.  

Scratch tickets were awarded, and a total of only 
$3 was won. Yet people seemed to enjoy the 
challenge. Though there was no formal dinner 
afterwards, 4 members inspected Paddy’s, to find 
their prices were even more exorbitant than 
previous years. They settled for a ‘snack shack’, 
that produced good food without the 
‘atmosphere’.  

Thanks to those who ‘came on down’. The dreary 
weather certainly kept the beach losses (and our 
‘finds’) down. But like with any detecting, you 
never know. 

For Sale 
Tesoro Golden Sabre II, 12KHz 

Motion all-metal & Disc., 8-inch coil, 3-1/2 lbs.;  
Notch accept/reject with 2 tones, 8AA batts.;  

+ headphones, diggers, sand sifter. 
$75 or best offer 

Josephine Hickborn - 860-583-8030 

Y.T.C. Fundraiser 
This year, we will again be holding a raffle, to 
raise cash for our treasury. It will be a 
‘combination’ raffle - 50/50 plus prizes.  
The first place winner will get half the money 
from ticket sales. The remaining winners will get 
prizes...which are now being scouted and 
purchased. 
Tickets will go on sale in November, and 
continue through the February meeting. They 
will be $1 each, 6 for $5. Details will follow. 
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Free Credit Reports! 
"Everybody owes it to themselves to get a copy of their credit report, and you should 
know that the 2003 FACTA (Fair and Accurate Credit Transaction Act) has a provision 
to allow consumers one free copy of their credit report per year," says Williams. The 
credit bureaus will be rolling out the act in phases: Residents of the western United 
States will be able to get their free annual copy starting on Dec. 1, 2004. The Midwest 
will have access on March 1 of 2005, the southern United States on June 1, 2005, and 
finally the East Coast on Sept. 1, 2005. 
 
 You should request a copy of your credit report every year and before making any 
major purchase. The three major credit reporting agencies are TransUnion (800-888-
4213),  
Equifax (800-685-1111) and Experian (888-397-3742). 
 
 Each agency differs slightly in the information it carries, so it's a good idea to check all 
three reports. You may be able to get your report for free if you're unemployed, if you've 
been denied credit in the last 60 days or if you live in a state that requires the credit 
agencies to supply you with one free report every year. But even if you can't get a free 
report, "They cost $8 or $8.5O apiece, and it's the best $25 you'll ever invest," says 
Williams. The reports come with supporting information on how to read the data and 
how to dispute mistakes. 
 
[Thanks to Rick Browne for excerpting this important information for us.] 

Cape Cod Swing 2005 
 
      This year’s CCS will be the shortest and fastest paced hunt to-date. I plan to meet all interested ‘swingers’ on 
the Cape at 5:30AM and start hunting at 6AM on the 17th of September (Saturday). A car-a-van can be set up 
picking up cars along Rt 6 between Bolton and the RI boarder. Let me know if you are interested.  
      Saturday morning’s meeting place will be at first gas station on the west side of rt.134, after exiting rt.6 at 
exit 9 if you are not part of the parade. The gas station has a rest room, coffee and snacks. 
     Both salt and fresh water will be attacked during the two days. I will leave the Cape on Sunday afternoon the 
18th. The route is planed to hit the highest producing water and sand strips I know of on the Cape.  
    As for lodging, I plan to take what I can find when it is time look for a place to rest my head. Most likely it 
will be either The Thunderbird or Bass River Motel on Rt. 28. If you should miss the Saturday AM gathering, 
meet us for the evening tide on Craigville Beach [in Centerville, just west of Hyannis].  
    Reports of “great finds” are dismal this year. Coin count is also way down. However, if you don’t go, you’ll 
miss a fun time and a chance of finding gold! Just ask anyone that has gone in the past years. As always, you are 
free to come and go as you please. Hope to see you there. 
     Per chance the weather turns really BAD, the swing will be cancelled for this year. If you have any questions: 
contact me at the meeting or call 860-738-0570. 

Rick [Browne]   
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Bold, italics indicates the 
winners - submitted by Bob 

Cwikla, July, 2005 

COIN    

 Gold/Silver   
Pre 1900  Bob Cwikla 1853 3-cent piece 

 Pesident's Award Don Bogli 1877 Seated Liberty quarter 
    

Post 1899  Bill Viot 3 quarters in one hole 
  John McQueen 1918 Mercury dime 
    

Pre 1900 Other Joe Waldron 1787 Connectcut copper 
  Dave Gregorski 1870 Indian Head cent, X. Fine 
  Ken Gudernatch Chinese Cash 
  Jonh Hart 1898 Indian Head cent 
    

Post 1899  Vin DiBattista 1973 Canadian half dollar 
  Bob Tulay 1979 Susan B. Anthony dollar 
    
 Token Carl Muller Armory Tavern token 
  Bruce Morris 1850's merchant token 
    

JEWELRY    

 Gold Bruce Morris 1963 UNC class ring (one troy ounce) 
 Consolation Prize Rick Browne 24K bracelet 
  Roy Wilbur 14K pendant 
  Phil Skewes 14K pendant 
  Jonh Hardin 10K ring with star saphire stone 
  Ken Gudernatch 14K wedding ring 
  Rich MacRobbie 10K ring     
    
 Silver Steve Gudernatch diamond & pearl bracelet 
  Bob Tulay ring with aquamarine & chalsodony stones 
  John McQueen St. Christopher medal 
  Joe Waldron ring 
  Dave Gregorski St. Jude medal with chain 
  Mark Sutcliffe 20" rope chain 
    

 Other Ray Dapkus Colonial ring 
  Vin DiBattista monogram ring 
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By Bob Cwikla 

Bob Cwikla: 1853 3-cent piece With batteries running low and about to quit detecting, Bob got a     
 signal among some trash hits and dug up his first 3-cent coin about 5 inches deep.         
 
 Bill Viot: 3 Washington quarters Detecting with Jonh Hart, Bill pulled out one quarter after   
 another. The owners of the property actually thanked them for keeping their kids  occupied 
while they got work done around the house!  
 
 Joe Waldron: 1787 Connecticut copper Joe unearthed this old Colonial on public land six 
 inches deep with his Whites detector.  
 
 Vin DiBattista: 1973 Canadian half dollar While detecting with others, Vin uncovered a large 
 Canadian one inch down on a sunny day. 
 
 Carl Muller: “Armory Tavern” token Detecting alone in the woods, Carl came out with an old 
 token that said it was “good for one beer”. It was found at a depth of 4-5 inches. 
 
 Bruce Morris: 1963 UNC ring Bruce had to be excited when he dug up this huge one troy 
 ounce class ring from the University of North Carolina. It was found in salt water under 
 an overcast sky. 
 
 Steve Gudernatch: Bracelet  Without any markings this piece appears to be silver with 
 Diamonds and pearls. Found on the beach using his Whites, it is a nice find regardless. 
 
 Ray Dapkus: Colonial ring Ray believes this ring is from the late 1700’s or early 1800’s, 
 because he found it among an area with old hand forged nails. It was dug up from an 
 amazing 8 ½  inches using a Minelab. 
 
 John McQueen: knight chess piece On public land, John uncovered this missing chess game 
 piece which is approximately 2 inches high using a Minelab detector. 
 
 Ray Dapkus: 1912 loggers pencil Detecting with Ken G., Ray unearthed an old pencil in a 
 sterling case. Not knowing if he would ever win find-of-the-month, he now has two 
 wins in one month. 
Consolation Prize: Rick Browne Detecting with 2 others, Rick pulled out a nice 24K bracelet 
 in fresh water. He said its appraised value is $600.00. 

RELIC    
 Toy John McQueen "Knight" chess piece 
  Bob Cwikla lead artillery gun 
  Dave Gregorski toy gun 
  Steve Gudernatch top 
  Bill Viot space shuttle 
    
 Military no entries  
    
 Other Ray Dapkus 1912 sterling cased pencil 
  John Hart 1939 Worlds Fair spoon 
  Ken Briody miniature world globe 
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Wartime 5-cent coins 
 
 When nickel was called up for military duty, silver and manganese stepped into service 
 
 By Michele Orzano 
COIN WORLD Staff 
 
 War demands changes. Americans during World War 2 changed their eating habits, spending habits 
and even the look of two of their coins. One of those coins, the Jefferson 5-cent coin, had been in 
production for only five years when a change to its metallic content was required. The other coin 
changed was the Lincoln cent; it was made of zinc-coated steel in 1943. 
When the United States entered World War 2 shortly after the Dec. 7, 1941, bombing of Pearl Harbor 
by the Japanese, nickel became a strategic metal for America's war effort. Mint officials promptly 
began to search for a replacement alloy for the 5-cent coin, then currently made of an alloy of 75 
percent copper, 25 percent nickel. 
Officials settled on an alloy never used before for any U.S. coin. From October 1942 to 1945, the US. 
Mint produced 5-cent coins from planchets composed of 56 percent copper, 35 percent silver and 9 
percent manganese: nickel-less "nickels." Felix Schlag's designs - a bust of Thomas Jefferson on the 
obverse and his beloved Virginia home, Monticello on the reverse - would essentially remain the 
same. 
* The only difference was making the Mint mark larger and moving it from the right side of 
Monticello to the top of the building's dome. 
The Mint used a P for Philadelphia Mint strikes, the first time coins from this Mint were recognized 
by a Mint mark. Five-cent coins of the regular composition were also struck in 1942. They can be 
differentiated by the Mint mark placement. The Wartime alloy coins are also darker in color. 
The U.S. Mint Director's Annual Report for 1942 offers the official look at decisions revolving 
around the use of nickel. 
"Manufacture of the nickel-copper 5-cent coin was discontinued in May 1942 by reason of the need 
of those metals for other uses in connection with the war effort. The Second War Powers Act, 1942 
(March 27, 1942) contained provision for a 5-cent coin of half silver and half copper, with authority 
to vary those proportions and to add other metals if in the public interest." An effect of this law would 
be to save for war use all the nickel and one-third the copper contained in the alloy previously used - 
25 percent nickel and 75 percent copper. 
A satisfactory alloy for the 5-cent coin - one that would produce a coin acceptable for operating the 
many vending and slot machines in use, as well as for other purposes -had not been determined upon 
at the end of the fiscal year." (The 1942 fiscal year ended June 30, 1942.) Shortly after publication of 
the 1942 Mint report, testing resulted in the new alloy. On Oct. 1, 1942, the Mint began producing the 
5-cent coin out of the new alloy. The 1943 Mint Director's report observes that the new alloy was 
developed "after considerable experimentation with different materials and alloy proportions." The 
use of the new alloy "effects a saving for war uses of all the nickel and about one fourth of the copper 
formerly used in the 5-cent coin." 
 

Continued on page 9 
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Once the war ended in 1945, the composition of the 1946 Jefferson 5-cent coins and beyond returned 
to the original percentage of copper, nickel. Collectors of die varieties know many gems exist within 
the Wartime 5-cent coin series. Of strong interest is the 1943/2-P Jefferson, 5-cent coin, an overdate 
resulting from hub doubling (or doubled die). Early on in the Mint's history, overdating was 
considered an acceptable practice in the interest of preserving the year's dies a little longer. Almost 
every lettered and numbered part of a coin was hand punched in the die, so the last year's die could be 
used into the new year by punching a new date over the old. 
But by 1906, a new engraving machine was installed at the Philadelphia Mint that could trace models 
and precisely reproduce them in steel. With the new equipment, dates no longer had to be punched 
into the working dies by hand. The 1943/2-P Jefferson 5-cent coin was created when the die that 
made it was first hubbed with a 1942-dated hub and then completed with a 1943-dated hub. The result 
was a doubled die with a 3 superimposed over the 2. The Wartime 5-cent coin series also produced 
other collectible doubled die varieties: the 1943-P and 1945-P Doubled Dies.  

THE YEAR'S BEST [ACTUAL] HEADLINES 
OF 2003  

Crack Found on Governor's Daughter  
Something Went Wrong in Jet Crash, Expert Says  
Police Begin Campaign to Run Down Jaywalkers  
Iraqi Head Seeks Arms  
Is There a Ring of Debris around Uranus?  
Prostitutes Appeal to Pope  
Panda Mating Fails; Veterinarian Takes Over  
Teacher Strikes Idle Kids  
Miners Refuse to Work after Death  
Juvenile Court to Try Shooting Defendant  
War Dims Hope for Peace  
If Strike Isn't Settled Quickly, It May Last Awhile  

Cold Wave Linked to Temperatures  
Enfield (London) Couple Slain; Police Suspect 
Homicide  
Red Tape Holds Up New Bridges  
Man Struck By Lightning Faces Battery Charge  
New Study of Obesity Looks for Larger Test 
Group  
Astronaut Takes Blame for Gas in Spacecraft  
Kids Make Nutritious Snacks  
Chef Throws His Heart into Helping Feed Needy  
Local High School Dropouts Cut in Half  
Hospitals are Sued by 7 Foot Doctors  
And the winner is....  
Typhoon Rips Through Cemetery; Hundreds Dead 
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UPCOMING EVENTS/HUNTS 

2005 Garrett Club Program: Please register all Garrett metal detectors purchased or 
received as gifts during 2005, with Garrett. If you make them aware that you are a 
member of YTC, Garrett will credit the club with 10% of the purchase price.  Obtain 
an application form from any YTC officer. This credit may be used to procure a Freedom 
Ace Give-A-Way detector. This is an easy and effective way to support your club! 

September 17-18 - Y.T.C. Cape Cod Swing  (see page 5). 

September 25 (Sunday) - Coin Show @ the Polish National Home, 60 Charter Oak 
Ave., Hartford. Free admission and parking - call 860-247-1784 for details. Doors open 
at 9 A.M. 

2005 CashBash - see below. In past years, it’s been a great detecting experience. 

CashBash 2005 - October 7-9 
Once again, Jerry Burr is hosting a detecting weekend at sites that are out-of-the-norm for 
most detectorists. Register, and you can detect a 100-year-old camp, and many acres of 
1600’s farmland. Both are located in the historic Lyme (CT) area. On-site lodging is 
available for $50/night (co-ed dormitory style). Tent sites and RV parking are also 
available ($35/night). For info./reservations, call (800)-539-9297. 

There will be ‘open’ detecting, with competition hunts on Sunday, including the NMDL 
Championship (National Metal Detecting League). No metal detecting the Camp Claire 
grounds before Saturday, October 8! See below for itinerary.  

Thursday, October 6 - check-in at 4-8 P.M. Bonfire and free pizza party, 8-10 P.M. 

Friday, October 7 - check-in all day; natural finds hunting in surrounding farmland. 
 Bonfire 8-10 P.M.  

Saturday, October 8 - check-in 7:30-9 A.M. - open detecting on Camp Claire grounds 
and surrounding farms; 3 P.M. judging for best natural finds - 6 P.M. awards banquet - 
bonfire 8-10 P.M. 

Sunday, October 9 - check-in 9-10 A.M. - competition, team, and ’fun’ hunts from 10 
A.M. through past noon. Silver coins and other prizes. Bonfire 8-10 P.M. Clean up/depart 
on Monday.  

Register before Sept. 6 ($5 late fee per day after that); get form/directions/rules on-line 
at:    www.NationalMetalDetectingLeague.com  or call (800)-539-9297 (Jerry Burr).  

Entry fee @ $15 per day, plus $20 for banquet (nice prizes/raffles).  
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Minutes of Yankee Territory Coinshooters Meeting August 9, 2005: 

The monthly meeting was called to order at 7:10 p.m. with 49 members and 2 guests present including Andrew Elston from 
the Pilchuck Treasure Hunting Club in Everett, Washington. Four people joined at the meeting and membership stands at 94. 
The Secretary’s Report was accepted as published. 
The Treasurer’s report was accepted as read with a balance of $2090.32 plus silver inventory of $244.17 at purchase cost. 
Announcements: 
Gem and mineral show in Springfield. 
Mark Sutcliffe distributed 15 letters of appreciation signed by the State Archaeologist and the president of the Friends of the 
Office of State Archaeology, Inc. for assistance rendered in searching for a WWII plane crash site at Bradley Airport. The 
participants were: Carl Muller, Don Bogli, Vincent DiBattista, Kenneth Gudernatch, Richard MacRobbie, John Hardin, 
Mark Sutcliffe, Bruce E. Woodard, Nancy Larson, Robert Tulay, Roy Wilbur, Lynwood Papineau, Joseph Waldron, 
Jeremiah Burr, and Philip Skewes. 
Rick Browne distributed results of a detector depth comparison study he found on the Internet that showed Minelabs to be 
superior to the Garrett, Fisher, and Whites machines tested. 
Discussed a newspaper clipping regarding a public beach access issue in Clinton. 
FMDAC raffle tickets are available from Mark Sutcliffe. 
Old Business: 
$14 in proceeds from the scratch-off lottery tickets left over from the Simsbury club outing was deposited in the Treasure 
Chest. 
New Business: 
Mark Sutcliffe got chased out of the drained swimming area at Valley Falls Park in Vernon after finding a gold chain and a 
silver chain. The park ranger told him that the park was “closed” because it “wasn’t safe” (there was a payloader parked on 
the edge of the parking lot) and that the Vernon Parks Director has declared that metal detecting is not allowed in any 
Vernon parks, especially the beach due to people digging holes and leaving them open with trash beside. He did not respond 
when asked if children were allowed to dig in the sand at the beach. Discussion at the meeting focused on an appropriate 
response and the problem of detectorists leaving holes. The Secretary will draft a letter of protest for approval at the 
September meeting. 
Discussed a proposal for a Wheat Penny Challenge for 2006 to see who could fill the most spaces in the Whitman folders. 
Bruce Morris offered to provide a Morgan silver dollar to the member who compiles the most dates and mints. 
Discussed whether or not the club should pay for a membership in Classmates.com to aid in locating the owners of found 
class rings. The consensus was that not enough members are currently finding class rings to justify the $39 expense, but that 
the subject should be brought to the FMDAC for their consideration as a benefit of Federation membership. Ken Gudernatch 
said that he would talk to Northeast Region President Tony D’Angelo about it. 
Dave Gregorski will be holding a club fundraising raffle from November to February. It will be a 50/50 raffle plus 1-3 
purchased items and other donated prizes. He would like to receive donations by the end of September. 
Chuck Anderson returned a Bacon Academy (Colchester) class ring and didn’t receive a thank-you. Tony Cwikla asked, 
rhetorically, why do we return class rings when we don’t get any thanks? Discussion followed and it seems that most people 
do it for the good feeling they get inside: a thank-you or a steak dinner is a bonus. 
Rick Browne showed off his W.O.T. coil repair and communications that followed. 
Rick also discussed the Cape Cod Swing coming up September 16, 17, 18, 2005. 
Anita Hubley reminded “mature” members about the Charter Oak Pass that allows anyone in the vehicle to get into the 
Connecticut parks for free. 
Bruce and Rick gave a presentation on coin cleaning. Modern coins can be tumbled for return to circulation. Silver that is 
heavily tarnished or encrusted can be electrolyzed. Rick distributed handouts describing electrolysis. 
Linda Capodicasa was not present to win the silver quarter for the Attendance Drawing, so Courtney McQueen won a silver 
dime. 
Chuck Anderson won the 50/50 Raffle. 
Ron DiMauro won the 1888 Silver Dollar raffle. 
Non-winning tickets from the two raffles were drawn for the following items donated by Tony Cwikla: Bounty Hunter hat, 
Dave Gregorski; Bounty Hunter pouch, Bob Ellis; September Lost Treasure, Carl Muller; September Western and Eastern 
Treasures, Jane Browne. 
Challenge master Dave Gregorski announced the following winners: Chuck Anderson, Level 1; Lynn McQueen, Level 1; 
Phil Skewes, Level 1; Mark Sutcliffe, Level 1; Bob Cwikla, Levels 1 & 2; Vince DiBattista, Levels 2 &3; Ken Gudernatch, 
Levels 1, 2, and 3. Congratulations to all. 
The meeting adjourned at 9:16 p.m. Respectfully submitted, Mark Sutcliffe, Secretary. 
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                            YTC Officers 
 
President, Bruce Morris         212-2276 
                {brm1956@netzero.net} 
         
Vice President,  Tony Cwikla        860-623-1153
    {CAPACTION@aol.com}
                             
Secretary, Mark Sutcliffe                  860-647-7541  
                                      {Msutcl 1776@aol.com} 
 
Treasurer, Vince DiBattista              860-666-0270 
     {VDibattist@aol.com } 
 
Newsletter, Dave Gregorski               860-742-5836 
                                      {DGRookie@aol.com} 

Yankee Territory Coinshooters 
Code of Ethics 

Respect the rights and property of others. 
Never destroy historical or archeological artifacts. 
Observe all laws, whether national, state, or local. 
Aid law enforcement officials whenever possible. 

Leave the land and vegetation as it was. 
FILL IN ALL HOLES. 

Remove all trash and litter, take it with you when you 
leave. 

Remember that all coinshooters may be judged by the 
example YOU set. Always conduct yourself with 

courtesy and consideration toward others. 

T.C.  Metal Detectors 
Authorized dealer for Fisher, Tesoro, Minelab, 
Garrett, Troy, Bounty Hunter, Detectorpro, 

Whites, Lesche, RTG, and more 

Tony Cwikla, 23 Cornwall Drive,  
Windsor Locks, CT  06096 

860-623-1153 or  860-916-2506 
{29 years experience, oldest, largest dealer in the area} 

Member: Y.T.C., FMDAC 
Special discounts for members! 

FAX: 860-627-0593;  e-mail:  
CAPACTION@aol.com 

 
We also carry a full line of books, digging tools, sand 
scoops, headphones, extra coils, bags, pouches, etc. 

 
- We use what we sell and give expert advice free of charge. - 

Why not come in and see what we’re finding !! 

METAL DETECTORS and ACCESSORIES  

J & E ENTERPRISES of  
S. Yarmouth  

Factory Authorized Dealer for Fisher, Garrett, 
Minelab, Tesoro, & Whites. Coiltek coils, Covers, 
Headphones, Beach & Water Scoops, Books, Etc., 

Eleanor Hube, 54 Old Main St. at Forest Rd. 
South Yarmouth, MA 02664 

1-508-760-2100 
e-mail,  jetrhub2@verizon.net 

(Founding member of Yankee Territory Coinshooters) 

SALES, SERVICE & RENTALS 
Accepts Discover, Mastercard and Visa 

Will ship UPS 

(Special consideration for Y.T.C. members.) 

Help! 
I’m running out of stuff for the Probe! Please share 
a detecting story with me (and the members). I’ll 
take notes, or you can jot down a few for me. I’ll 
do the rest. There’s nothing like a personal 
detecting story, for interest. Articles from other 
sources are also good - cut them out, with the 
source noted. From the Web also.   Dave Gregorski 
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 CashBash Request 

   This event has been a success, in part, because 
Y.T.C. members have unselfishly pitched in to 
help. A few have volunteered to do so again this 
year, helping with prizes and with morning 
registration. 
   But there is one activity where much help is 
needed - the planting of tokens/coins, for 
Sunday’s hunts. The event has grown, where now 
several thousand such need to be hidden in the 
hunt area. It would be back-breaking work for 
one person (Jerry), and time-prohibitive.  
   Please consider stepping forward, even if you 
are in the fun hunt. The main ‘fun hunt’, with the 
most tokens, is to begin at 11 AM. 

Y.T.C. Raffle 
This event is a 50/50-type, with the first place 
winner receiving half the money taken in. 
However, to spur interest and ticket sales, other 
prizes are desired - the club has already 
purchased a few.  
We would welcome donations, and would 
appreciate them by the end of September, so the 
list of prizes can be published in the October 
Probe (yes, that month is not too far away!). 
Please contact me ASAP. Tickets go on sale at 
the November meeting, and will continue 
probably through the February meeting.  
              Dave Gregorski 

Monthly Displays 
Most items detected each month do not end up on 
the ‘Find of the Month’ table (and some 
members choose not to enter the FOM at all). So  
you are invited to display what you’ve found 
since the previous meeting - at each meeting 
there will be a table or two for such. Members 
enjoy seeing what’s ‘come up’ - this will make 
our meeting experience a little richer. 

A ‘Thank-You’ from the State 
Archaeologist 

15 Y.T.C members received a commendation for 
assisting in a search for a plane crash site. See 
‘Minutes’ on page 2 for some details. 

Another ‘Thank You’... 
 
To the members of Y.T.C. : 
  Over the Memorial Weekend I lost my 
wedding ring in my yard, as I was finishing 
up cleaning and trimming evergreen trees 
and leaves. I searched the trees and areas 
where I dumped the debris off the property 
for two days without finding the ring. I 
feared it was gone forever. 
  Richard Janak is a member of Y.T.C. and 
a neighbor across the street. I have seen 
him set out on his treasure hunts countless 
times and thought how exciting and 
profitable it must be to find jewelry, coins, 
or gold. I asked him if he would help me to 
save my marriage and explained the 
situation. He had just returned from a hunt 
and was probably tired but he agreed to 
help. 
  Searching the trees, which were close to 
the house, set off the [detector’s] alarm 
because of the siding. I feared we would 
not find the ring. Rich never stopped 
searching and we continued on to the piles 
of debris I had brought to the properties 
edge to dump. He searched the first pile and 
the alarm went off immediately -  "There it 
is", he said. He knew just by the sound. 
  I am grateful to Rich for being a good 
neighbor and the many people like him at 
Y.T.C. who unselfishly use their detectors 
not just for profit but to help others reclaim 
their lost treasures. 
  Gratefully, 
Dean Plourde 
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A ‘Rescue’ by Eleanor Hube 
   A nice gal from Connecticut was riding her bike with her husband on the Cape Cod National 
Seashore bike trails, when an inch worm, hanging down on its thread, hit her in the face. She swatted it 
and in the process knocked off her diamond stud earring with the backing. They looked for over three 
hours and went home very sad.  

   Thinking of purchasing a metal detector, they called a few places like Radio Shack. Finally looking 
on the Internet, they came to Whites information and typed in their zip code. J&M in Newington came 
up, so they called J&M and told them their story. He told them to call J&E on the Cape and she could 
help (Eleanor is a co-founder of Y.T.C.).  

   Eleanor got the call the day after the loss, and hoped the earring was large enough - the backing had 
separated from it. She figured the odds were 1 in 1000 of finding it. They met the next day at the 
National Sea Shore Station, and proceeded to the spot where the earring was lost. The office had been 
locked, and there was some concern because most/all of the National Seashore is ‘off limits’ to 
detecting. The couple, however, had gotten permission to look the day of the loss, even though the 
ranger thought it was a lost cause. And since it was a very recent loss, no digging in the ground would 
be required. 

   Eleanor brought three detectors, and in choosing the ‘best’ one for the job, discovered the ‘mate’ 
earring gave no signal at all (but the backing did give a reading)! They located the skid marks of the 
bike, and she began scanning the dirt and then the overgrown area (including poison ivy). The husband 
searched with a flashlight - if the light hit the diamond it would sparkle. After several loops up and 
down the path, all felt it was a lost cause, but said nothing. Then with a larger swing into the sandy 
pine area, Eleanor got a loud sound, and moving the pine needles, found the diamond! There had been 
another piece of metal with the stud! All were excited, though Eleanor was tired and stressed from the 
effort. She started looking for the backing, but the woman said she would never wear them like that 
again - preferring to get a secure screw-back. Though no headphones were used, no ranger happened 
by to discover the  detecting. The earring had been reported as lost, however, so arrests were unlikely.   

   All in all it turned out great. Knowing the exact area to search helped. But try to think of a metal 
detector good enough to find a studded earring, and its backing!  Maybe Eleanor will tell us 
sometime...if you can’t remember (or haven’t heard) her stories from similar past adventures.  

U.S. Gold Dollar Facts 
The Coronet gold dollar was introduced in 1849. It was the first U.S. coin to feature the date on the 
reverse (back) rather than the obverse. 
This dollar coin was the smallest U.S. coin, being just 13 millimeters in diameter. (The half dime is 
15.5 millimeters.) So keep this in mind (especially you waterhunters) – it likely would go right through 
your scoops! [This aught to slow them down a bit…heh heh.] 
{From Coin World, June 14, 2004.} 
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Bold, italics indicates the 
winners - submitted by Bob 
Cwikla, for August, 2005 

COIN    
 Gold/Silver   

Pre 1900  Bill Viot 1782 1 reale 
 President's Award Carl Muller 1876-CC Seated Liberty quarter 
  Ray Dapkus 1808 1/2 reale 
    

Post 1899  Vin DiBattista 1916-D Barber quarter 
  Ken Gudernatch 1916-S Mercury dime 
  Phil Skewes 1923 Mercury dime 
    

Pre 1900 Other Bob Ellis 1787 Fugio cent 
  Bruce Morris 360-363 A.D. Roman coin 
  Chris Bourque 1820 large cent 
    

Post 1899  Joe Waldron 1912-D "V" nickel 
  Dave Gregorski 1909 Indian Head cent 
  John Hart holed quarter 
  Bob Cwikla 1945 Ceylon(Sri Lanka) one cent 
 Consolation Prize Steve Gudernatch 2000 Mexican 10 peso coin 
  Mark Sutcliffe 1979 Susan B. Anthony dollar 
    
 Token Craig Sims 1933 World's Fair token 
  Chuck Anderson 2 amusement tokens 
  Bob Tulay 25th anniversary Woodstock, N.Y. token 
    

JEWELRY    
 Gold Mark Sutcliffe 14K chain with red stone 
  Lynn McQueen 14K white gold necklace with 32 diamonds 
  Bill Viot 10K ring with pink tourmaline or sapphire 
  Bob Tulay 14K ring with 3 diamonds 
  Mike Giannetti 10K face of Jesus pendant 
  Ken Briody gold chain 
  Ken Gudernatch 10K "WOW" ring with 10 faux diamonds 
  Bruce Morris 14K ring 
    
 Silver Joe Waldron .835 silver ring 
  Chuck Anderson sterling crucifix with chain 
  Rich MacRobbie sterling ring 
  Bob Cwikla sterling ring 
    
 Other Dave Gregorski Victorian cameo brooch 
  John McQueen cross 
  Steve Gudernatch L.A. Express watch 
  Roy Wilbur "Lord of the Rings" ring 
  Vin DiBattista old brass ring 
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By Bob Cwikla 

Bill Viot: 1782 reale. Every time Bill returns to a farm field that has been over-turned, he finds an old coin. This 
time it was a nice silver piece at 5 inches down. 
Vin DiBattista: 1916-D Barber quarter. Hunting a public park, he was not finding much until he got a “quarter” 
signal on his Whites detector. Only 2-3 inches deep.         
Bob Ellis: 1787 Fugio cent. Detecting on a very small site where a tractor stood, did not find much until he 
came back the next day and the tractor was moved. That is where he uncovered the Fugio.       
Joe Waldron: 1912-D “V” nickel. At an area that continually washes out, Joe dug up the last mintage year “V” 
nickel.(other than the 5 known 1913 pieces)      
Craig Sims: World’s Fair token. On the site of an old house that was in the process of being torn down, he 
popped out a vintage piece of World’s Fair history.        
 
Mark Sutcliffe: 14K chain and stone. At the Valley Falls Park swimming area (drained), Mark was able to pull 
out a nice piece of jewelry before the park ranger asked him to leave.   
Joe Waldron: .835 silver ring. One inch down was the depth he found this ring at Misquamicut 
 Beach. He was told the ring was from Pakistan. 
Dave Gregorski: cameo brooch. At an old house site Dave recovered this old pin among a lot of nails only 2 
inches deep. 
 
 Bob Cwikla: lead figurine. Found this Indian figurine at a depth of 4-5 inches in a private yard. 
 Amazingly found more figurines this year than have through my whole detecting career. 
Danny: 1898 peace medal. Searching around an old foundation early in the morning, he did  
 not know what he had until he got home. 
David Lindeson: duck figurine. New member Dave found this ornate duck about 20 feet out his back door 
where a barn once stood. 
 
Consolation Prize: Steve Gudernatch: At a fresh water beach Steve recovered a 10 Peso 
 Mexican coin. This unique coin has 2 different metal alloys inserted one in the other. 
 
President’s Award: Carl Muller. At a public area Carl unearthed a very nice 1876CC quarter. 
 This coin is scarce, because it has the ‘fine reed’ edging. 

                                           Toy Bob Cwikla lead figurine 
 Mark Sutcliffe helicopter 
 Chuck Anderson Mattel car 
 Steve Gudernatch Hot Wheels car 
   

Military Danny 1898 Spanish-American War peace medal 
 Chris Bourque Civil War "GRA" button 
 John McQueen USMC dog tag 
 Craig Sims button 
 Vin Dibattista Russian military button 
 Bruce Morris musket ball 
 Dave Gregorski late 1800's U.S.Navy button 
   

Other David Lindeson duck figurine 
 Ray Dapkus 1700's coat button 
 John Hart crotal bell 
 Ken Gudernatch crotal bell 

RELIC   
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Detect the Fringes 
by Ron Trudelle 

It’s almost time to get back out detecting, at least here in NH. I heard some people over the last few weeks 
complain that there isn’t any place left to detect. While it’s true that because of this growing hobby many 
places are hit hard, no place is ever hunted out. You heard it a hundred times but you keep coming home 
empty handed, so a different strategy might be the answer. 
A good book that should be in everyone’s library is “Metal Detecting Previously Hunted Sites” by Vincent 
C. Pascucci. He takes you on a tour of some sites where he has found lots of coins because he searches 
where other people don’t (the fringes). And in public places like parks he tells you what to listen for 
through your headphones in hard hit areas. This kind of detecting takes patience and discipline, but it pays 
off. 
  
In my little town years ago, most of the Colonial houses were detected and some great finds were made, 
I’m sure. The lack of any good signals on these lawns told me this. But there was this one old house, 
probably one of the first houses in town built by a prominent citizen that I had been going back to time and 
time again. It was on a quiet road and no one lived in the house, just a nice spot to spend a few hours even 
though I was finding only modern clad. I kept looking at an area by the road that had some bushes and a 
few trees in it. It wasn’t lawn but I thought maybe 150 years ago it might have been. So I tried it one day 
and at the base of a tree, I found my first and best King George copper, a 1749. At the edge of this little 
area close to the lawn was a Flying Eagle cent. On another trip to this house, detecting an overgrown path, 
I found an 1837 Capped Bust Half dime. All found off the manicured lawn on what I call the fringes. 
 
Last summer, I spent a lot of time looking for an old Picnic Grove. The history book gave the road and the 
general location and I thought I had found the right spot. It was a pine grove next to the road and close to a 
pond. It looked like the perfect place to spread out tables and set up concession stands. I hunted this site 
hard and came up with only a few buttons from the 1700’s which didn’t fit into the time frame of the 
supposed picnic spot. Only after talking to a farmer did I find that the right grove was across the street. It 
was a thick forest that sloped away from the road, an unlikely spot for town gatherings, I thought. But it 
produced some of my best finds and the collection will be part of the town archives some day. How many 
people passed this site by I’ll never know, but I’m glad they did. 
 
You might try a different searchcoil or even another machine in places you have been before. This in effect 
is like finding a new place. The new elliptical coils minimize ground minerals and fit into tight places, so 
you can detect close to trees and stone walls. Never give up on a spot that you have a hunch will produce 
something worthwhile. If you do, someone might be right behind you looking even harder. 
 
[From the Treasure Hunter’s Gazette, Spring, 2004.] 

Return of the Ring 
53 years ago, a man lost his college class ring while swimming in Lake George. This past summer, a 
West Springfield snorkeler spotted a glint of gold on the lake’s bottom – it was the Norwich (VT) 
University ring. The owner’s name was engraved on the underside. The university helped track him 
down. The owner drove 6 hours round-trip to get his prized possession. He said the ring was a loose fit, 
and he never should have worn it to go swimming. 
[In the ideal world, this is how a ring-finder returns a ring to its owner. Thanks to Dan Slawski for the 
article.] 
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The Moon of the Half Dollars 
By Dave Gregorski 

I was inspired for the title by one of the casinos. Indians measured time by ‘moons’, or months 
(though a lunar month is ~28 days). There is the Moon of the Peeping Frogs, the Maple Sugar 
Moon, and so forth. So I figured there must be a ‘moon’ named after detecting finds. 
May was that kind of month. It began with my improbable find of a Franklin half, as I shared in 
the June Probe. Halves are special in this hobby, because they are hard to come by. I feel I’m 
fortunate if I come by 2 per year. This is in part because they are so large, that earlier detectorists 
had a hard time missing them, even with lesser technology. Also, halves are harder to lose, again 
because of their size, and perhaps because people minded them a little better. 
So I was doubly pleased when toward the end of a hunt in a New London park the following 
week, I spied a spot that looked like it had been eroded by rain. A ‘scratchy’ signal produced a 
Bicentennial Half – clad, but good for the Challenge list. What are the odds… 
Toward the end of May, the wild grasses were beginning to grow substantially. In my golfing 
forays, I’d noticed a pine grove off to the side of the second hole, on a course I’ve played for 
years. It ‘smelled’ of silver. After a few years of wondering, I finally checked it out. I thought my 
first target was a silver dollar – it turned out to be a Pope John token. When I left the grass and 
reached the trees, I got a two-toned signal. Out popped a Walker half, along with a Buffalo nickel. 
Quite a thrill, which I’ll never forget.  
Sometimes in this hobby, items do come in bunches (relatively). Like when I got 4 or 5 thimbles a 
few years ago, and have been waiting for another these past 2 years for the Challenge. Such 
streaks are gifts (or banes) of the ‘detecting faeries’, I think. But I doubt I’ll ever repeat this ‘May 
moon’ experience!  

Find of the Month – Important Rule 
 

Please look at how the ‘finds’ are divided in 
the report (see pages 6-7). For each month, 
only one find is allowed in each of the three 
sections - Coin, Jewelry, Relic.  

You must choose what to enter, and where. 
The FOM table (at the meetings) is divided in 
the same manner. You will notice three 
columns on the table – only one find may be 
entered in a column, each month. Please 
adhere to this rule, to be fair to other Y.T.C. 
members. If in doubt re. where to place an 
item, ask Bob Cwikla, our FOM chairman. 



- 10 - 

September 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS/HUNTS 

2005 Garrett Club Program: Please register all Garrett metal detectors purchased or received 
as gifts during 2005, with Garrett. If you make them aware that you are a member of YTC, 
Garrett will credit the club with 10% of the purchase price.  Obtain an application form from 
any YTC officer. This credit may be used to procure a Freedom Ace Give-A-Way detector. This 
is an easy and effective way to support your club! 

Sept. 17-18 - Y.T.C. ‘Cape Cod Swing’ ; a ‘fun hunt’ weekend - see page 5 of 
the August Probe for info. 

September 25 (Sunday) - Coin Show @ the Polish National Home, 60 Charter Oak Ave., 
Hartford. Free admission and parking - call 860-247-1784 for details. Doors open at 9 A.M. 

2005 CashBash - Oct. 7- 9;  see page 10 of the August Probe for details. 

   Be Careful When Digging! 
By Ron DiMauro 

   I want to share with the club my almost "Electrifying" experience.  My purpose is to instill a 
safety thought with new detectorists (such as myself), or remind those who are experienced, the 
danger of underground wiring (electrical) .  

   One past weekend I was detecting in someone’s back yard. What I failed to do, was check if 
there were any buildings or structures nearby that had electrical fixtures. I got a signal that 
indicated a copper target about 3 inches deep, and cut my plug to about 2 inches. I then used 
my electronic pinpointer after removing the grass plug - the pinpointer indicated I was right on 
target. Normally I would use my shovel to scoop up the dirt, but for some reason, I decided to 
use my finger, and discovered a live (though insulated) electrical wire - it wasn't in conduit!  

   Afterwards I noticed the foundation of the house, where a  wire was coming down the 
foundation into the ground, heading towards the detached garage. I was very lucky I didn't take 
my steel shovel and hit it. It made me realize I need to take more precautionary measures next 
time and look around and observe any water lines or electrical lines  that might be 
underground.  
  
[Many thanks to Y.T.C. member Ron for this heads-up. Granted, the ‘installation’ was not to 
code...but after being electrocuted, it’s a bit late to complain. This hobby trains one to observe, 
and we should keep Ron’s experience in mind.     Ed.]  
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Minutes of the Yankee Territory Coinshooters Meeting, September 13, 2005: 

The monthly meeting was called to order at 7:16 p.m. with 38 members and 2 visitors present. 
The Secretary’s Report was accepted as published. 
The Treasurer’s Report was accepted as read with a balance of $2,154.68 plus silver inventory of $215.49 at 
purchase cost. 
Announcements: 
Sir Speedy Printing in Manchester (who prints our newsletter) is having a contest to choose a new name for 
their business. It runs through the end of September. 
Mark has FMDAC Raffle tickets available. 
Old Business: 
Rick Browne reported on how to get your free credit reports and get on the cell phone “Do Not Call” list. 
CoilTek sent Rick a hat and shirt in congratulations for his successful coil repair. 
Discussed the upcoming Cape Cod Outing. 
New Business: 
Rick Browne reported that someone lost a $4,000 watch in the Farmington River [why would someone go 
tubing with a $4,000 watch?]. The owner has offered a $250 reward and a free trip to Florida. The utility 
lowers the water flow to 80cfm for two days each September so the DEP can count fish. That is the time to go 
in around Satan’s Kingdom to find the things that the tubers and other recreationalists have lost. Other times 
the water is too high and too fast. 
Richard MacRobbie warned members about a “jury duty scam” that is “phishing’ for social security numbers. 
Tony Cwikla reported that someone tried to scam a metal detector out of him by impersonating a hearing 
impaired person calling via TDD. 
Bob Tulay offered a free pair of size 8 water boots. 
Tony has free DVDs on the DFX. 
Dave Gregorski reported on the progress of the upcoming big 50/50 Raffle. 
Bruce Morris donated 10 silver quarters for a drawing to benefit Hurricane Katrina victims. John Massaro won 
and donated the quarters to the Treasure Chest. 
Bob Ellis moved to donate the proceeds of the aforementioned raffle to the Red Cross. The motion carried. 
A motion was made and passed to donate the September 50/50 Raffle proceeds to the Red Cross Hurricane 
Katrina disaster relief effort.  
Rick Browne donated two silver quarters as prizes for correctly identifying two photographs. Jim Groom and 
Vince DiBattista were the winners. 
John Hubley won the Attendance Drawing for 2 silver quarters. 
Ken Briody won the 50/50 Raffle. 
Phil Skewes won the 1921 Morgan Dollar Raffle. 
Tony Cwikla donated the following items: Bounty Hunter pouch won by Courtney McQueen, American 
Digger Magazine won by Don Bogli, Western and Eastern Treasures won by John McQueen, Lost Treasure 
Magazine won by Courtney McQueen. Don Bogli donated 2x2s won by Ron DiMauro. 
Tony is investigating the purchase of club hats and shirts. 
Tony is working on a club web page. 
Challenge Master Dave Gregorski reported that Chuck Anderson and John McQueen both attained Level 2 of 
the Challenge. 
Ray Dapkus displayed some history books. 

The meeting adjourned at 9:02 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted, Mark S. Sutcliffe, Secretary 
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                            YTC Officers 
 
President, Bruce Morris         212-2276 
                {brm1956@netzero.net} 
         
Vice President,  Tony Cwikla        860-623-1153
    {CAPACTION@aol.com}
                             
Secretary, Mark Sutcliffe                  860-647-7541  
                                      {Msutcl 1776@aol.com} 
 
Treasurer, Vince DiBattista              860-666-0270 
     {VDibattist@aol.com } 
 
Newsletter, Dave Gregorski               860-742-5836 
                                      {DGRookie@aol.com} 

Yankee Territory Coinshooters 
Code of Ethics 

Respect the rights and property of others. 
Never destroy historical or archeological artifacts. 
Observe all laws, whether national, state, or local. 
Aid law enforcement officials whenever possible. 

Leave the land and vegetation as it was. 
FILL IN ALL HOLES. 

Remove all trash and litter, take it with you when you 
leave. 

Remember that all coinshooters may be judged by the 
example YOU set. Always conduct yourself with 

courtesy and consideration toward others. 

T.C.  Metal Detectors 
Authorized dealer for Fisher, Tesoro, Minelab, 
Garrett, Troy, Bounty Hunter, Detectorpro, 

Whites, Lesche, RTG, and more 

Tony Cwikla, 23 Cornwall Drive,  
Windsor Locks, CT  06096 

860-623-1153 or  860-916-2506 
{29 years experience, oldest, largest dealer in the area} 

Member: Y.T.C., FMDAC 
Special discounts for members! 

FAX: 860-627-0593;  e-mail:  
CAPACTION@aol.com 

 
We also carry a full line of books, digging tools, sand 
scoops, headphones, extra coils, bags, pouches, etc. 

 
- We use what we sell and give expert advice free of charge. - 

Why not come in and see what we’re finding !! 

METAL DETECTORS and ACCESSORIES  

J & E ENTERPRISES of  
S. Yarmouth  

Factory Authorized Dealer for Fisher, Garrett, 
Minelab, Tesoro, & Whites. Coiltek coils, Covers, 
Headphones, Beach & Water Scoops, Books, Etc., 

Eleanor Hube, 54 Old Main St. at Forest Rd. 
South Yarmouth, MA 02664 

1-508-760-2100 
e-mail,  jetrhub2@verizon.net 

(Founding member of Yankee Territory Coinshooters) 

SALES, SERVICE & RENTALS 
Accepts Discover, Mastercard and Visa 

Will ship UPS 

(Special consideration for Y.T.C. members.) 

Y.T.C. ‘Wheat Penny’ Contest 
Collect as many different dates as you can, from all the 
mints. Detected coins only. Contest runs from 1/1/2006 
through 12/31/2006.  
You are encouraged to present your Wheaties at 
meetings for display - it’s convenient (but not 
necessary) to get 2 Whitman folders for this purpose. 
Sign up with Tony Cwikla - he also can get you the 
folders at a good price ($5 estimated, for both).  
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 ‘Cape Cod Swing’ 
Hurricane Ophelia (actually it’s tropical storm 
remnants) wiped out the September 
weekend...Rick Browne wisely cancelled the 
event. Since there were no suitable tides further 
into the fall to reschedule, some gold and silver 
remains safe from the prying coils of Y.T.C.  
Several members did chance the trip on their 
own. The wave action was predicted to be 
formidable, but at least one side of the Cape had 
water smooth enough for waterhunting. Winds 
were surprisingly light...all this because the storm 
took a track away from the Cape at the ‘last 
minute’.  
Two members arrived mid-day on Saturday, but 
the dry/wet sand detecting provided very little of 
interest...and few good targets. There was no 
erosion of sand above the waterline, which had 
been hoped for. Dirt detecting did turn up a few 
interesting items. A pair of waterhunters arrived 
the next day, and proceeded to get gold and silver 
jewelry on their first two attempts, plus a silver 
coin or two. Three more members were to arrive, 
but as of this writing I’ve heard nothing about 
their success, or lack of it. 
The weather, however, was outstanding from 
Sunday through the rest of the week. It was nice 
visiting with Eleanor, and ‘bumping into’ other 
club detectorists. Everyone pretty much went 
their own way for detecting sites. Thanks to Rick 
for the thought...maybe next year.          Ed. 

Y.T.C. Raffle! 
The club will be holding a major 
50/50 raffle as a fundraiser. Tickets 
will go on sale at the November 
meeting, and will continue through the 
February meeting, when the drawings 
will take place. They will be $1 
apiece, or 6 for $5 - see Dave G.  

To avoid possible confusion and 
facilitate efficient awarding of prizes, 
you will be asked to write your name 
on the ticket stub that you will turn in.  

Tickets will be drawn as follows: first 
draw will win 50% of the money 
taken in. However, to increase the 
suspense, that ticket will be marked 
‘#1’ and will be put aside until all the 
winning tickets are drawn. Each 
subsequent ticket will also be 
numbered accordingly. Then the ‘last’ 
prize will be awarded first, down to 
the grand prize. 

Prizes are as follows: 

   First - 50% of the cash 

   Second - a nice Lesche digging tool 

   Third - a beautiful 1887 seated dime 

   Fourth - a 10X/20X jeweler’s loupe 

   Fifth - an 1897 Barber half 

Prizes will be on display at the 
meetings. We hope the ‘pot’ of cash 
will get very large. This is a great way 
to support your club, and you have the 
opportunity to increase your chances 
of winning by buying extra tickets.  
Winners need not be present. 

‘Do Not Call’ Number 
Tired of receiving those phone calls/messages 
from people trying to sell you something? These 
are annoying at best, and sometimes rude. 
You can effectively end these calls, by getting on 
the ‘do not call’ list. Simply dial the following 
number, and follow the prompts - 1-888-382-
1222. 
Have your phone # handy - this is good for any 
phone, including cell phones. This is very 
important for your cell phones, as an incoming 
call can be charged against your account. 
Thanks to Rick Browne for this info. 
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Unusual, But True Facts 
A cockroach will live nine days without its 
head, before it starves to death.  
A crocodile cannot stick its tongue out.  
A snail can sleep for three years.  
All Polar bears are left-handed.  
American Airlines saved $40,000 in 1987 
by eliminating one olive from each salad 
served in first-class.  
Banging your head against a wall uses 150 
calories an hour.  
Butterflies taste with their feet.  
Cats have over one hundred vocal sounds, 
dogs only have about ten.  
Cat's urine glows under a black light.  
China has more English speakers than the 
United States.  
Donald Duck comics were banned in 
Finland because he doesn't wear pants.  
If you keep a goldfish in a dark room, it 
will eventually turn white. 

Follow Your Nose… 
We detectorists rely on our ears, eyes, and ‘feel’ 
to flush our quarry. [I, for one, am also a believer 
in the use of stealth in capturing the more elusive 
targets. Silver coins have been known to run and 
hide, when they feel a detectorist coming!  (-:  ] 
Though I’ve been known to say that I can ‘smell’ 
silver at an occasional site, that’s one of our 
senses that is not a requisite for this hobby. 
So for balancing out that underused sense, here 
are some ‘smells’ that can whisk us back to 
memorable times in our lives.   Ed. 
- waxy smell of crayons 
- a kitchen thick with the aroma of pumpkin pie 
spice 
- the scent of pine or other evergreen at 
Christmas 
- fallen autumn leaves being burned 
- the air outside on a frosty winter night 
- incense being kindled in a church 
- the smell of Old Spice 
- coffee percolating 
- hot apple pie 
- bacon sizzling 
- clothes, sheets and towels dried outside on a 
line 
- new-mown grass 
- leaves of tomato plants 
- popcorn popping 
- spaghetti sauce bubbling on the stove 
- lilacs 
- Vicks VapoRub 
- a barbecue featuring charcoal 
[In part, from an article by Richard Tambling, 
Journal Inquirer, Feb. 2005.] 

Find of the Month – Where Do I Put 
That Religious Medal? 

Such an item does NOT belong in the Token/Medal 
category. Rules state that only an ‘art medal’ belongs 
here (such as a silver ‘round’), or a “transportation, 
trade, or tax token”. {A trade token might be one 
indicating a free play at an amusement park.}  

By and large, religious medals are worn as jewelry, 
even though they are not always visible. So please – 
if you submit a religious medal for the FOM, place it 
in the appropriate jewelry category, e.g., in 
Jewelry/Silver if it is made of silver.  

As usual, the ruling of the FOM chairman (currently 
Bob Cwikla) will dictate where any item belongs on 
the table, so if in doubt, please ask, out of fairness to 
other members. These write-ups are being presented 
to standardize submissions as much as possible.  

Alert! 
Vince DiBattista and Phil Skewes were at Sound 
View this summer, and a man asked if they could find 
his keys that he lost in the water. Since they were not 
set up for water hunting Vince suggested that a word 
be put in the Probe in case any one of our water 
hunters did happen to find them.  
The man’s name and phone number are:  
Dan Romaniello, 860-379-5062. The key holder has 
the letters STP on it. 
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Bold, italics indicates the 
winners - submitted by Bob 

Cwikla, Sept., 2005 

COIN    
 Gold/Silver   

Pre 1900  Dave Gregorski 1757 George II sixpence 
    

Post 1899  Carl Muller 1906 Barber half dollar 
 President's Award Mark Sutcliffe 1906 Barber dime (XF) 
  Bob Cwikla 1954-D Washington quarter 
    

Pre 1900 Other Bob Ellis 1695-1701 British half penny 
  John McQueen 1865 2-cent piece 
  Danny LaMontague 1776 Machin Mills copper 
  Don Bogli 1802 large cent 
  Ray Dapkus 1778 Barbados penny 
  John Hart 1867 Indian Head cent 
    

Post 1899  Ken Gudernatch 1902 Indian Head cent 
  Bob Tulay machined-out "hollow" nickel 
  Phil Skewes U.K. 1 pound coin 
  Steve Gudernatch 2 quarters,2 dimes,1 nickel in one hole 
  Vin DiBattista 1998 British 5 new pence 
    
 Token Chuck Anderson Statue of Liberty medal 
  Joe Waldron Garden State Parkway token 
    

JEWELRY    
 Gold Rich MacRobbie 14K ring 
  Rick Browne 21K heart ring 
  Ken MacMihagil 14K ring 
  Ken Gudernatch 10K bracelet 
  Vin DiBattista 21K ring 
    
 Silver John McQueen necklace with diamond pendant 
  Chuck Anderson sterling pendant 
  Dave Gregorski silver ring 
  John Hart sterling band with hearts & flowers 
 Consolation Prize Roy Wilbur spoon ring 
    
 Other Phil Skewes chain & pendant with photograph 
  Bob Tulay tri-band with 1 ct. diamond EKE 
  Joe Waldron heart ankle bracelet 
  Bob Cwikla "Lord's Prayer" pendant 
  Steve Gudernatch Yin -Yang mood ring 



- 7 - 

October 
 

By Bob Cwikla 

Toy Bob Cwikla Tootsie Toy tractor 
 Carl Muller pistol 
 Ken Gudernatch faceplate from old toy bank 
 Chuck Anderson "Chuckles the Clown" car 
 Joe Waldron "High End" car 
   

Military Ken Briody musket ball 
   

Other John Hart Colonial shoe buckle 
 Lynn McQueen elephant figurine 
 Dave Gregorski 1895 Columbia bike nameplate 
 B? fragment of 1700's silver knee buckle 
 Mark Sutcliffe silver ‘treasurer’ pin 
 Vin DiBattista trombone mouthpiece 
 Steve Gudernatch granny glasses 

RELIC   

Dave Gregorski: 1757 sixpence Working a private yard, Dave dug up a rare old silver piece at  4 inches. There 
was a disagreement with the owner as to who was to keep his finds, but Dave said he was going to be able to 
keep this one. 
Carl Muller: 1906 Barber half  On public land in an area that was brush covered, Carl unearthed this coin at a 
depth of 5-6 inches. 
Bob Ellis: 1695-1701 British half penny  After just about giving up on an old site where a house once stood, 
Bob uncovered this William III copper at only 3 inches deep. 
Ken Gudernatch: 1902 Indian Head  While looking for a drained lake, Ken stumbled upon a construction site. 
He found no good coin signals except for this Indian Head. 
Chuck Anderson: Statue of Liberty medal  Found on public land, this souvenir has the same thickness as the 
skin on Liberty’s exterior. A good selling point according to Chuck. 
Rich MacRobbie: 14K ring  Hitting the beaches on the Sound finally paid off for Mac. At the high water mark he 
uncovered a white gold ring about a foot away from this one. 
John McQueen: necklace & pendant  A good signal in dry sand at Misquamicut Beach turned out to be a 
diamond pendant and chain. 
Phil Skewes: chain & pendant  Another Misquamicut find turns out to be a chain with a unique photographic 
pendant of two people. Wonder if the couple is still together. 
Bob Cwikla: toy tractor  A “Tootsie Toy” was dug up in a private yard where an old barn once stood. At a depth 
of 6 inches. This was the first tractor toy Bob ever found. 
Ken Briody: musket ball  Using his Whites detector in a large field on private land, Ken popped out this old 
projectile at 2 inches deep. 
John Hart: colonial shoe buckle  Hunting with Bill Viot again, they drove around and found an open field 
where this was dug up 6 inches deep. 
Consolation Prize: Roy Wilbur  Detecting the water with Bob Tulay, Roy pulled out a spoon ring with his Fisher 
detector. 
President’s Award: Mark Sutcliffe  At an old lake site Mark found a very nice (extra fine) 1906 Barber dime 
after switching to a different detector from previous outings here. 
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Mohawk River site yields Coinage 
 
 By Paul Gilkes 
COIN WORLD Staff 
June, 2005 
 
An old fort site along the Mohawk River in upstate New York is continuing to yield coins and 
historical artifacts more than four years after first being searched by two seasoned metal detectorists, 
says a collector representing the two. The area was a location of military activity during the French and 
Indian Wars, the Revolutionary War and the War of 1812. 
To date, nearly 600 early U S. coins have been found dated 1794 through 1838, with the bulk of the 
finds in Draped Bust and Capped Bust half dollars, with several 1795 Flowing Hair half dollars, and 
several Bust quarter dollars, according to a collector who belongs to the same metal detecting 
organization as the finders of the hoard. The same collector has been assisting the two metal 
detectorists in selling many of the coins over the online auction site eBay. The collector wishes to 
remain anonymous. 
The finds also have included a number of Spanish Colonial silver coins, predominantly 2-real pieces. 
Some rare varieties have been found among the coins recovered, including the third-known example of 
the Overton 115 variety of an 1807 Draped Bust half dollar (Al C. Overton's Early Half Dollar 
Varieties: 1794 -1836). The metal detectorists have also found an example of an 1805 Draped Bust 
quarter dollar, Browning 5 variety (Early Quarter Dollars of the United States 1796-1838 by A.W 
Browning) and an 1817/13 Capped Bust half dollar. All three of these pieces have been sold. 
The two searching the site reportedly found seven 1807 half dollars, including the 0-115. Two were 
sold without attribution, and attribution for the remaining four is undisclosed, according to the eBay 
seller. The search site, whose exact location has not been disclosed because it is still being worked, has 
yielded 18 "caches" or groups of coins since late 2001. The latest was found under a rotted tree trunk 
that, when removed, produced a pocket of 30 to 40 half dollars, according to the eBay seller. 
The seller states the two metal detectorists have permission to work the private property from its 
owner. The two discoverers have sold several hundred of the coins privately, including at coin shows 
and flea markets in the states of New York and Florida. The collector assisting the finders has sold a 
large number individually over eBay. The eBay seller said the best of the coins are yet to be offered, 
numbering almost 200, although he would not disclose specific dates, varieties or numbers found. 
The eBay seller said approximately 200 of the first coins sold privately or at shows were without 
attribution by Overton variety for the half dollars and Browning varieties for the quarter dollars. The 
coins are now being attributed by an unidentified Bust coinage specialist whom the eBay seller reports 
is a member of the John Reich Collector Society and Bust Half Nut Club. 
 
 Unusual markings 
 
Perhaps the most unusual characteristic of most of the coins is the appearance of one of three different 
marks. The marks appear to have been intentionally impressed in the coins by the one or more persons 
who buried the coins, according to the eBay seller. The marks appear either as a notch or chisel mark 
along the obverse rim between the 12 and 1 o'clock positions, a round punch in front of or in the 
obverse portrait of Liberty, or an oblong gouge in the field in front of the portrait. 

{Continued on page 9} 
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 "The marks were somebody's signature," according to the eBay seller. The eBay seller surmises that the 
marks were placed on the coins by whoever buried them so they could identify them if any of the 
marked coins were found in local commerce. If the marked coins began turning up in circulation, the 
owner would know that his cache or caches had been unearthed. 
These marks prevented about 180 of the coins purchased by a New York dealer from being graded and 
encapsulated by Numismatic Guaranty Corporation of America because of "environmental damage," 
according to NGC Vice President Rick Montgomery. The coins were submitted to NGC`s affiliated 
company, Numismatic Conservation Services, by an authorized NGC dealer in New York. 
NCS staff encapsulated the coins as "genuine" without any grade, and pedigreed with a holder insert to 
the area where the coins were found. The way many of the coins were found together in stacks 
indicates it's likely the coins were buried in cloth bags that have rotted since they were entombed, 
according to the eBay seller.  

[I guess we can dream. Imagine working a site for 4+ years, and having it still produce.     Ed.] 

Who Says Pennies Are Worthless? 
Over a 30-year span, a thrifty Minnesota man kept pennies received in change in an orderly 
fashion. He organized them by date and mint mark, rolled them and stored them in cigar boxes 
– 575 of the latter. He recently counted them by machine [no mention was made re. how much 
of a premium he paid for the service, or how long it took to count the pennies]. 

There were more than one million pennies, weighing 3 1/2 tons. They were trucked to a coins-
to-cash machine at a suburban supermarket. The man, 78, was worried that he and his wife 
were getting old and eventually wouldn’t be able to get the pennies out of their basement. 

[Certain detectorists be forewarned (you know who you are!)…this could be you! Better to 
periodically offer your cleaned pennies at a club auction. Information taken from Western & 
Eastern Treasures, March, 2005.   Ed.] 

WRECKAGE NEAR VERO BEACH COULD BE A 
SPANISH GALLEON 

A research crew that found a sunken cannon last summer now says it 
could belong to a 1715 Spanish treasure ship. Company divers recently 
found granite rocks that ships used to stabilize hulls, which could mean 
the crew found the lower portion of a ship. 
Rob Westrick, an archaeologist with Historical Research and 
Development Inc. of Fort Pierce, said the discovery north of Vero Beach 
could be the first such find in four decades. 
A hurricane hit the armed Spanish galleons that left Havana in July 1715, 
full of New World wealth and bound for Spain. The ships reportedly 
carried silver and gold from Spain's Central and South American 
colonies and fine Chinese porcelain from Spain's Philippine colony. 
   From the Associated Press, submitted by David M. Wolan. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS/HUNTS 

2005 Garrett Club Program: Please register all Garrett metal detectors purchased or received 
as gifts during 2005, with Garrett. If you make them aware that you are a member of YTC, 
Garrett will credit the club with 10% of the purchase price.  Obtain an application form from 
any YTC officer. This credit may be used to procure a Freedom Ace Give-A-Way detector. This 
is an easy and effective way to support your club! 

November 8 meeting - Y.T.C. raffle begins - see page 4 for details. 

November 20 (Sunday) - Coin Show @ the Polish National Home, 60 Charter Oak Ave., 
Hartford. Free admission and parking - call 860-247-1784 for details. Doors open at 9 A.M. 

OUR MEMORY OF BETTY JEAN WEEKS 
DEC. 2, 1929 to Aug., 17, 2005 
My memory of Betty goes back 18 years. When I married my husband, Jim, I also married into metal 
detecting. Jim had been detecting for several years and was a member of the Mid-Jersey Research and 
Recovery Club in Lawrenceville, NJ, and also a FMDAC member. So when I attended the hunts with Jim, 
we met so many wonderful people. Betty was one of them. 
At this time in the hobby, the woman’s movement began. Women were finally being recognized in the 
hobby. But since Betty was the cornerstone many, many years before this, I believe she was the trooper 
who made notice of this woman’s movement! 
Betty was involved in all aspects of the hobby. Her legacy was to support, organize, attend the FMDAC in 
the U.S., Canada and the U.K.; plus her own club activity in the states of Washington and Oregon. And 
West Coast Chapter President. Writing articles and her club column in the W&E Magazine. She had a 
never-ending participation to promote and protect the hobby of metal detecting. 
Betty was the heart and soul of metal detecting and the FMDAC. In good and bad times of the hobby and 
organization, she never gave up or lost hope and faith, and pulled the hobby together. 
I loved her smile, laughter and wit. She was petite but mighty! I admired her very much as I began my 
legacy into the hobby as MJRRC President and Mid-Atlantic East Coast Chapter President.  
I will always adore the one and only FMDAC President’s Award I have, which was awarded to me by 
Betty. 
I will always remember when she and Lucille Bowen went on their metal detecting adventures and the 
stories told afterwards. Especially the many FMDAC annual hunt trips. 
My favorite story told by Betty and Lucille was the time they helped archeologists on the battle field of 
“Custer’s Last Stand”, and how the true history was recorded. An experience and a story of a life time I 
will never forget. 
My second favorite story is the tales of their gold panning adventures and expeditions.  
Betty’s “Turtle Collection” is a fresh memory, and the joy of shopping on my part to ADD to it! 
Even though metal detecting was a great priority in her life, Betty’s dedication to her family, friends, 
neighbors and church community came first. I will cherish the times we “shared” our thoughts and ideas. 
Betty gave every ounce of her petite body to life! 
We will never forget her and the good ole times! Thank you, Betty, for everything we shared. Go in Peace 
and rest now with GOD and please pray for us. 
Lovingly, JO ANN AND JIM CORBETT 
Streeter’s Gazette – 8-05    [For those in Y.T.C. who knew her.] 
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Minutes of Yankee Territory Coinshooters Meeting, October 11, 2005: 
The monthly meeting was called to order at 7:12 p.m. by President Bruce Morris with 34 members present. There were no 
visitors. 
The Secretary’s Report was accepted as published. 
The Treasurer’s Report was accepted as read with a balance of $2,105.25 plus silver inventory of $195.00 at purchase cost. 

The club sent $52.00 to the American Red Cross for Hurricane Katrina relief. 
Announcements and Communications: 
Eleanor Hube sent calendars and pens for members. 
Two men are running for President of the North East Chapter of the FMDAC: Tony D’Angelo is the incumbent. He is being 

challenged by John W. Howard, who is President of  the Genesee Valley Treasure Seekers of Rochester, NY. 
Old Business: 
The Secretary prepared a letter for the President to send to Pamela Adams at the DEP requesting a regulation change to 
allow detecting in the swimming areas at Gay City and Mashamoquet Brook State Parks. He also wrote letters to send to 
Bruce Dinnie, the Vernon Parks Director, and Dr. Ellen Marmer, Mayor, detailing our opposition to the “no detecting” 
policy in Vernon parks. The President will follow up. 
Tony Cwikla reported on hats and shirts: we can get hats with the club name for $4.75 each, or the club logo for $6.29 each 
plus $60 setup charge. Minimum order is 24. Shirts can be had for $5.50 each/ one color on the back, or $7.06 each/one 
color on back and front plus $23 setup charge. Minimum order is 24. Terms are 50% down, delivery in 3 weeks. More 
information to follow at the next meeting. 
Tony also reported that the web page is nearing completion. The membership decided they wanted a second page available 
to post photos. Pictures will be sent to Tony to forward to the webmaster for posting. 
The Wheat Penny Contest will start January 1st and run through the end of 2006 to see who can detect the most different 
dates and mint marks. The club may order Whitman folders in bulk from a supplier if there is enough interest. 
Dave Gregorski reported on the upcoming 50/50 fundraising raffle. 
Several members went to Cape Cod after the hurricane went by in mid-September. Most of them found gold and silver in the 
water and on the beach. The weather was ideal. 
Several members reported on the Cash Bash in Lyme. A comment was made that it seemed rather disorganized. The pouring 
rain couldn’t be helped, though. Jerry Burr found a 1652 Pine Tree Shilling, Mike Giannetti found his first Fugio cent. Other 
finds in the cow and corn fields included a Vermont copper, Barber dimes, 5 Spanish silver coins including an 8 real, and 
many buttons, buckles, and slick coppers. The campground had apparently been searched long ago, but still gave up a white 
gold wedding band and several silver coins. Bob Tulay entertained the meeting with his story of trying to detect the 
swimming area that was choked with stinky dying weeds and 6” of oil sludge. In the Natural Find competition: Richard 
MacRobbie took First Place/water for a Barber dime found at the edge of Hamburg Cove, Bob Tulay took Third. Mike 
Giannetti took Second Place in the land category. The accommodations at Camp Claire were rather rough, especially after a 
huge tree fell across the power lines in the middle of the night. Everyone enjoyed the Saturday night dinner where a Russian 
expatriate named Sergei from UpstateNY delighted the crowd with his tales of detecting in Russia (Check out his web site 
www.metaldetectingworld.com). The Connecticut team took Second Place in the competition hunt on Sunday. Everyone is 
looking forward to next year’s adventure. 
Five wristwatches were found in the Farmington River when it was lowered, but not the valuable one that has a reward. 

Several rings were found as well. 
New Business: 
For the evening’s program, Bruce, Tony, Dave Gregorski, Bob Tulay, and Ray Dapkus discussed digging equipment. 
Carol Janak was absent for the Attendance Drawing for one silver quarter, Bruce Morris won a silver dime. 
Lynn McQueen won the 1925 Peace Dollar raffle. 
Courtney McQueen won the 50/50 Raffle. 
Other items donated by Tony Cwikla were raffled off including a Minelab digital compass watch won by Bruce Morris, a 
Minelab hat won by Lynn McQueen, Western and Eastern Treasures magazine won by Bob Tulay, and a Lost Treasures 
magazine won by Don Bogli. 
Challenge Master Dave Gregorski announced that Phil Skewes had attained Level 2 of the Challenge. 
The meeting adjourned at 9:17 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted, Mark S. Sutcliffe, Secretary. 

Welcome to new Y.T.C. members (since July): 
 Steven and Shane Beauregard of Canton, David Linderson of Lebanon, Richard J. Noble of 
Wethersfield, Jerry Rosario of Springfield, MA, and Paul Hopkins of Glastonbury. 



- 3 - 

November 
 

                            YTC Officers 
 
President, Bruce Morris         212-2276 
                {brm1956@netzero.net} 
         
Vice President,  Tony Cwikla        860-623-1153
    {CAPACTION@aol.com}
                             
Secretary, Mark Sutcliffe                  860-647-7541  
                                      {Msutcl 1776@aol.com} 
 
Treasurer, Vince DiBattista              860-666-0270 
     {VDibattist@aol.com } 
 
Newsletter, Dave Gregorski               860-742-5836 
                                      {DGRookie@aol.com} 

Yankee Territory Coinshooters 
Code of Ethics 

Respect the rights and property of others. 
Never destroy historical or archeological artifacts. 
Observe all laws, whether national, state, or local. 
Aid law enforcement officials whenever possible. 

Leave the land and vegetation as it was. 
FILL IN ALL HOLES. 

Remove all trash and litter, take it with you when you 
leave. 

Remember that all coinshooters may be judged by the 
example YOU set. Always conduct yourself with 

courtesy and consideration toward others. 

T.C.  Metal Detectors 
Authorized dealer for Fisher, Tesoro, Minelab, 
Garrett, Troy, Bounty Hunter, Detectorpro, 

Whites, Lesche, RTG, and more 

Tony Cwikla, 23 Cornwall Drive,  
Windsor Locks, CT  06096 

860-623-1153 or  860-916-2506 
{29 years experience, oldest, largest dealer in the area} 

Member: Y.T.C., FMDAC 
Special discounts for members! 

FAX: 860-627-0593;  e-mail:  
CAPACTION@aol.com 

 
We also carry a full line of books, digging tools, sand 
scoops, headphones, extra coils, bags, pouches, etc. 

 
- We use what we sell and give expert advice free of charge. - 

Why not come in and see what we’re finding !! 

METAL DETECTORS and ACCESSORIES  

J & E ENTERPRISES of  
S. Yarmouth  

Factory Authorized Dealer for Fisher, Garrett, 
Minelab, Tesoro, & Whites. Coiltek coils, Covers, 
Headphones, Beach & Water Scoops, Books, Etc., 

Eleanor Hube, 54 Old Main St. at Forest Rd. 
South Yarmouth, MA 02664 

1-508-760-2100 
e-mail,  jetrhub2@verizon.net 

(Founding member of Yankee Territory Coinshooters) 

SALES, SERVICE & RENTALS 
Accepts Discover, Mastercard and Visa 

Will ship UPS 

(Special consideration for Y.T.C. members.) 

2006 Eldridge Tide Books! 
Carol Janak is offering to make a group order, to 
lessen the cost (~ $9.75 including shipping). 
Contact her by Dec. 6! [ rcjanak@sbcglobal.net , 
860-583-5827.] For e-mails, put ‘Tide Book’ in the 
subject line. Books will be delivered at our 
Christmas Party, or next earliest convenience. 
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2005 CashBash Report 
By Dave Gregorski 

   Friday (October 7) dawned dry...though later sprinkles would portend 8 straight days of rain. 
Eight A.M. signaled the start of detecting the old Lyme farm fields Jerry Burr had secured for us.                 
   Upwards of 100 detectorists from all over the country attacked the fields, some of which had 
low grassy growth - and a small section still had full corn stalks in place. Though the farmhouse 
yard was supposed to be off-limits, enough hadn’t gotten that message that eventually it was fair 
game. 
   As is normal with detecting fields, ‘finding’ can be slow and hit-or-miss. Coverage and patience 
is the key. Before the end of the event on Sunday, many large coppers were found, including 2 
French Sols from the early 1700’s, and a Fugio cent.  Several silver Spanish reals were 
uncovered, most of the larger variety, and a few in great shape. Topping it off was a George 
Washington Inaugural button. And Jerry found his first ever - a rare item - a silver pine tree 
shilling! 
   The camp grounds presented a different story. The supposed ‘hot spots’ were obvious - like the 
‘common’ areas such as the ball field, beach, and courtyard. The beach, however, was no longer 
as pictured on the website. The sand has been eroded, probably some years ago...hence the 
addition of the swimming pool. The most common finds were copper jewelry, probably made at 
the camp. No gold was found in the water, but a Barber dime did come up.  
   The ball field was a disappointment - perhaps 3 silver items came up. It was apparent that the 
camp, though posted, had been ‘hammered’ in years past. It is on a road not traveled much. And it 
would have been easy for detectorists to run into the woods, and then have the grounds to 
themselves, out of sight. The remainder of Camp Claire did provide a few silver coins and a 
‘white gold’ ring, plus the usual Wheaties, and one Indian cent that had had the background 
carved out. When the awards for ‘natural finds’ were given out, Y.T.C.’s Mike Giannetti placed 
second for ‘land finds’, and for water finds, Rich MacRobbie placed first, and Bob Tulay placed 
third.  
   The highlight of the weekend, however, were the planted/competition hunts on Sunday. The 
rain by then had let up some. The ‘fun hunt’ had around 1000 targets planted - both silver coins 
and tokens for nice prizes. Y.T.C. had some success in the competition hunts: Rick Browne and 
Mike Giannetti were part of the CT team that placed third.  
   I, personally, found nothing of interest at either site. However, as was the case with many I 
spoke with, the socializing (especially when the rain kept people indoors) was interesting and fun. 
Even with the power out on Sunday (a large tree took out a local power line)! Many showed up 
for the Saturday dinner, which included many door prizes. (And I even saw a coil larger than 
mine - 18 inches in diameter!) Jerry, as usual, put on a great event. Many thanks to him, and other 
Y.T.C. members who helped out.  
   For 2006, Jerry is looking for suggestions for sites. It/they would have to be quite a few acres, 
and have some age/history to them. Old campgrounds, resorts, amusement parks, and farm fields 
would be considered, or?  Jerry would do the contact work - give him a call at: 800-539-9297 
with your ideas - please keep your eyes open for the next few months. 
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Tick Removal 

   Hopefully, the tick that attaches itself to 
you is a ‘dog tick’, not the smaller Lyme 
tick that can transmit the disease by the 
same name. The usual instruction says to 
remove the tick as quickly as possible (as 
soon as you notice it), including its head/
mouth parts, which if left behind can 
cause a local infection. Easier said than 
done. 
   Ticks breathe through pores on their 
bodies. This knowledge can be useful. 
What I find works well, is to completely 
cover the tick’s body with Vick’s Vapor-
Rub, or the cheaper variety found at CVS 
or Walgreen’s. This not only starves the 
tick from oxygen, but the aromatic vapors 
are disquieting to it. Give it some time - 
then take tweezers and gently (or maybe a 
bit forcefully) remove the tick - it 
eventually will loosen its grip. If ‘parts’ 
are left behind, quickly cover the wound 
with an antibiotic ointment, and a band-
aide. Some itching and swelling may still 
occur, even with early removal. 
Rubbing alcohol can also be used to cover 
the tick, but I find it less effective because 
it quickly evaporates. I realize the season 
for bugs is winding down...but keep this in 
mind for the future.    Ed. 

Hammonasset Tidbits 
Connecticut's largest public beach, Hammonasset 
in Madison means "where we dig holes in the 
ground" and refers to the place where a 
settlement of eastern woodland Indians farmed 
along the Hammonasset River. The beach was 
twice used for military purposes: in 1898 the 
Winchester Repeating Arms Company bought 
Hammonasset and used it as a testing site for 
their new rifle; then during WWII, the beach was 
closed, and used by the federal government as a 
firing range for aircraft.    [Ed. note: it is common 
to find remains of such ordinance while detecting 
this State park.] 

NO Find of the Month for December!  

In keeping with Y.T.C.’s Christmas tradition, there will be no 
FOM at the December meeting. We will be celebrating the 
Holiday season with our party (see page 8 ). Finds made 
between the November and January meetings should be 
presented at the January 10 meeting. Challenge items for 
2005 are eligible only if found by the last day of 2005. 

 STOP 

Find of the Month - Important 
Rule 

Please look at how the ‘finds’ are divided on 
page 6 - there are 3 major categories - Coins, 
Jewelry, and Relics. For each month, only one 
find is allowed in each of the three sections. 
You must choose what to enter, and where. 

The FOM table (at the meetings) is divided in the 
same manner - note the three columns. Again, 
only one find may be entered in each of the 3 
columns - Coin, Jewelry, and Relic. Please 
adhere to this rule, to be fair to other Y.T.C. 
members. Finds will be checked by the FOM 
chairman, Bob Cwikla - his decision re. 
placement will be final. If in doubt, please ask 
him - he will be glad to help. 
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Bold, italics indicates the 
winners - submitted by Bob 

Cwikla, October, 2005 

COIN    
 Gold/Silver   

Pre 1900  Bill Viot 1787 half reale 
    

Post 1899  Carl Muller 1905-S Barber dime 
  Shane Beauregard 1960 & 1961 Rosevelt dimes 
    

Pre 1900 Other Mike Giannetti 1792 French 12 Deniers 
  Ken Gudernatch 1690-1704 William III half penny 
  Bruce Morris 1809 half cent 
  Dave Gregorski 1880 Indian Head cent 
    

Post 1899  Bob Cwikla 1937 Buffalo nickel 
  Vin DiBattista 2001 Euro 10 cent (Spain) 
  Bob Tulay 1969 Franc 
    
 Token John Hart 1939 World's Fair token 
  Joe Waldron WTA fare token 
    
JEWELRY    

 Gold Joe Waldron 14K ring with onyx stone 
  Phil Skewes 14K ring with opal & 6 diamonds 
  Mike Giannetti 14K ring with amber & 6 diamonds 
  Bob Tulay 14K P with 5 diamonds 
  Mark Sutcliffe 22K band 
  Ken Gudernatch 10K ring 
    
 Silver Rick Browne .925 ring with Tiger Eye stone 
  Ken Briody heart bracelet 
  Dave Gregorski ring with red stones 
  Bob Cwikla .925 child's ring with black onyx stone 
    
 Other Rich MacRobbie men's Timex watch 
  Vin DiBattista jeweled butterfly barette 
  Ken MacMinagil watch 
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By Bob Cwikla 

RELIC   
Toy Bill Viot tanker truck 

 Ken MacMinagil train whistle 
 Dave Gregorski gun handle 
   

Military no entries  
   

Other Ray Dapkus colonial finnial 
 John McQueen antique key 
 Rich MacRobbie shoe buckle 
 Vin DiBattista colonial button 

Consolation Prize Ken Gudernatch 1700's "bat wing" buckle 
 Steve Beauregard shaft point? 
 Bob Cwikla old strap buckle 

Bill Viot: 1787 half reale  Detecting the woods on private land, Bill located this old Spanish piece. With an 
area of 300 acres to hunt, he hopes we can have a club hunt here in the future. 
 
 Carl Muller: 1905-S Barber dime  Receiving a loud signal, Carl first dug up the dime. Scanning the hole a 
second time revealed an unknown piece of metal which caused the potent signal. It pays to dig, even if you’re 
not sure! 
 
 Mike Giannetti: 1782 12-denier  During the CASH-BASH hunt the first day, Mike dug up a Fugio cent 5 
minutes in. 9 hours later at 5 p.m. he unearthed an old colonial French copper in the cow pasture near the farm 
house. 
 
 Bob Cwikla: 1937 Buffalo nickel  Searching a school yard that’s been worked over good by Tony and myself 
(I’m sure many others too), revealed an old nickel 4 inches down and about 5 feet from a fence bordering the 
property. 
 
 John Hart: 1939 World’s Fair token  As a plumber (so he says), John often asks his customers If he can 
detect the yard. Getting an okay, he started searching for a lost class ring. Instead a World’s Fair token was 
found to go along with a World’s Fair spoon found earlier in the year. Next he hopes to find the fork! 
 
 Joe Waldron: 14K ring  A ring with an overlaid onyx stone was uncovered on a Cape Cod beach 2  inches 
down in dry sand at the exit of the beach. 
 
 Rick Browne: .925 ring  At a fresh water reservoir, this “tiger eye” ring was pulled out. Unfortunately it cost 
him a trip to the hospital for a tick he could not pull out. 
 
 Rich MacRobbie: Timex watch  Hunting the Farmington River for a reward to find a very expensive watch, 
Mac found this Timex instead. Keeping perfect time, someone  suggested he write Timex the story. Just like 
Mac, it “takes a lickin’ and keeps on  tickin’.” 
 
 Bill Viot: tanker truck  After clearing an area in his own back yard, a solid signal discovered this fairly large 
toy. He was hoping to find something from the same era as the property his is adjacent to. Nice find anyway. 
 
 Ray Dapkus: colonial finial  Searching an area where musket balls were found, this unusual relic was dug 
up from 7 inches deep. Depicting a clenched fist, there was a discussion as to what this might have been a 
part of. 
Consolation Prize: Ken Gudernatch  At the CASH-BASH an old “bat wing” buckle was found along with a 
couple old coins, spoons, and various other relics. It was dug up from 8  inches deep. 
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                     Y.T.C. Christmas Party! 
 

Date/Time:  Tuesday, Dec. 13, at 6 P.M.                             
 
Place: the usual meeting place - family welcome. 
 
Beverage: Coffee and soft drinks provided (NO 
ALCOHOL allowed) 
 
Food: Cold-cut/sandwich platter provided… 
 
AND... Please bring a dish (hot dishes, ‘finger food’, salads, desserts) 
- please call or e-mail Dave Gregorski (860-742-5836, 
DGRookie@aol.com) to see what is needed. Warming pots/trays will 
be very helpful, but ‘hot’ dishes must be brought hot.  
 
Grab-bag (“Chinese” style) - Value, minimum $10. - NO liquor, 
batteries, or flashlights, please; preferably detecting-related (coins, 
display cases, equipment, etc.), but can be other (lotto tickets, etc.). 
Wrap your gift!  And be sure it is suitable for either gender. Be fair - 
shop as if you were getting your own gift. 

CLEANING GOLD 
Without using dangerous chemicals, there is a simple way of removing the iron oxide from small 
specimens. Simply put your small specimens or even a small quantity of ‘tarnished’ alluvial gold into a 
film canister with a small quantity of water, a couple of small drops of dishwashing detergent and 
about 10 drops of liquid ammonia. If it’s really bad, you can add a little more liquid ammonia. Put the 
lid back on and make yourself comfortable in front of the television and just shake the canister up and 
down for about half an hour. 
Pour the all contents into a small bowl and run some clean water in it until clean. (Note! Make sure you 
have the plug in the sink before you attempt this just in case you have an accident and loose all your 
gold down the plug-hole!)    [Streeter’s Treasurehunters’ Gazette, Fall, 2005.] 
{Ed. note: - of course, if the gold is in coin form, think twice and even 3 times before cleaning (you 
may greatly decrease its numismatic value). For gold jewelry, I’ve had luck using electrolysis for badly 
tarnished items. Otherwise, try rubbing with toothpaste, then a final treatment with NEVR-DULL. 
Rinse well after each treatment}  
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            Y.T.C. 2006 Membership Form 

YANKEE TERRITORY COINSHOOTERS           
P.O. Box 1811,   Hartford, CT 06144-1811        
 
  MEMBER’S BENEFITS: 
 
PROBE, the YTC Newsletter, filled with club news and stories. 

Club outings, club hunts, and information about events and treasure hunts nationwide. 

Guest Speakers and up-to-date reports on new detectors and equipment. 

Membership silver drawing, complimentary refreshments, 50/50 and silver dollar raffles, and Find-of-the-Month 
contest with prizes at the monthly meetings. 

Access to the club library of reference books and instructional videos. 

Annual four-level Challenge with prizes for each and all levels attained. 

Membership in the Federation of Metal Detector and Archaeological Clubs, Inc. is available for $5.00 additional 
FMDAC dues paid to YTC. 

Meetings are held on the second Tuesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. in the Community Room of the East 
Hartford Public Library, 840 Main Street, East Hartford, CT. 

You and your family/friends are welcome to visit for three meetings before joining YTC. 

For additional information call Mark Sutcliffe at 860-647-7541 or e-mail MSUTCL1776@aol.com    
     (Return to above address by Dec. 8 and be eligible for the Early Bird silver coin drawing.) 
 
 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
  SIGN UP FOR MEMBERSHIP:  (Please list additional family members on the back of this form.) 
 
  NAME:_____________________________________PHONE:_____________________ 
 
  ADDRESS:______________________________________________________________ 
 
  TOWN:_____________________________STATE:________ZIP:__________________ 
 
  E-MAIL:_______________________________________ 
 
  My interests include:_______________________________________________________ 
 
  The membership year runs from January to December. Dues are due January 1st. 
 $20.00 per year for first Family Member (after July 1, $13.00)  $______ 
 $10.00 per year for second Family Member (after July 1, $ 8.00)    ______ 
 $  7.00 per year each additional Family Member (after July 1, $6.50)   ______ 
 $  5.00 per person per year FMDAC dues (not pro-rated)     ______ 

                TOTAL $_______ 
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UPCOMING EVENTS/HUNTS 

2005 Garrett Club Program: Please register all Garrett metal detectors purchased or received as 
gifts during 2005, with Garrett. If you make them aware that you are a member of YTC, Garrett 
will credit the club with 10% of the purchase price.  Obtain an application form from any YTC 
officer. This credit may be used to procure a Freedom Ace Give-A-Way detector. This is an easy 
and effective way to support your club! 

November 20 (Sunday) - Coin Show @ the Polish National Home, 60 Charter Oak Ave., 
Hartford. Free admission and parking - call 860-247-1784 for details. Doors open at 9 A.M. 

Sunday, November 13 -  a great Y.T.C. ‘fun hunt’;   contact club officers,  page 3.  

Y.T.C. Christmas Party - December 13 - see page 8. 

The Holidays Are Upon Us! 
By Dave Gregorski 

I can remember how slowly seasons seemed to go by when I was a kid. Summer lasted forever, so 
much so that impending school was actually looked forward to with a bit of eagerness. As the 
weather cooled, anticipation grew as the special holidays neared. Even as I type this, the aroma of 
turkey and the sights of steaming bowls and platters come into my memory...a collage of all the 
special times gone by. 

I don’t know if there’s a good explanation for why time seems to ‘fly’ the older one gets. Maybe it’s 
because we tend to try to hold on more, to that which is so precious. Which brings to mind the theme 
of the upcoming holiday. 

Yes, time is precious, as is life. It’s very easy to get caught up in plans, details, work, etc., and lose 
sight of the bigger picture - that we all have been given gifts beyond measure...if only we can ‘stop’ 
and see them.  

This is not to minimize life’s hardships - none are immune. Sometimes it takes an effort to give 
thanks. So here are a few things to consider and contemplate, as the year approaches its close: 

The love and support of family and friends. The sweetness of the air, early in the morning. The 
kindnesses of those whose calling is to serve others. The ‘smells’ mentioned in an earlier newsletter. 
The generosity of those who ‘can’t afford it’. This wonderful hobby, with all its memories. Laughter 
and fun. Bird songs. Crickets chirping. A kitten purring in your lap. The melody of a small brook, 
under a canopy of trees. The color of crocuses. The ’splash’ of a bluebird or cardinal. The taste of 
that first peach, plucked fresh and ripe. The sensation of watermelon juice, dripping down your chin. 
The crunch of leaves underfoot, after the first hard frost. A landscape transformed by the first 
snowfall. A gentle breeze on the first warm day in spring. The moon, sun and stars.    

Of course, there’s more...much more. If only we have the eyes to see, and the ears to hear...and the 
heart to embrace. Maybe that’s one thing that gets better with age - memories coalesce to make every 
experience richer. Breathe deeply, and step back for a minute. Life, indeed, is sweet. Let us give 
thanks for life’s treasures, and for God’s grace. And all of the above.                 
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Minutes of Yankee Territory Coinshooters Meeting, November 8, 2005: 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. with 42 members and 5 visitors present. 
The Secretary’s Report was accepted as published. 
The Treasurer’s Report was accepted as read with a balance of $2,035.96 plus silver inventory of 
$223.98 at purchase cost. 
Announcements and Correspondence: 
There were many handouts available at the meeting. 
Bruce received a note from the Mayor of Vernon acknowledging her receipt of his letter regarding the 
Park Superintendent’s anti-metal detecting policy. 
There is new  plaque and painting commemorating Rochambeau in the library lobby. 
Old Business: 
Tony Cwikla reported on hats and shirts. The vendor does not send out samples. Embroidered hats will 
cost the club $6.29 each including setup charge for a minimum order of 24, T-shirts with the club logo 
on the front will cost the club $5.50 each including setup charge for a minimum order of 24. Shipping 
charges are undetermined. It was proposed to offer hats and shirts to members at $9.00 each for the 
initial order, $10.00 each thereafter. Signup will be at the January meeting. 
Richard MacRobbie won a 1/10 oz gold coin for third place in the FMDAC Pirate’s Loot Raffle at the 
Panama City Beach hunt. He bought the winning ticket at a YTC meeting. 
New Business: 
Discussed preparations for the Christmas party. A motion was made and approved to appropriate $100 
for meat and rolls. Lynn McQueen volunteered to buy the meat platters. Mac will bring the soda. 
Dues must be received before the Christmas party to be included in the Early Dues Renewal Drawing. 
As club policy, anyone joining in November or December of the current year and paying full annual 
dues will be paid up for the following year. 
Rick Browne had winter tide charts available and explained how they work. The best time to detect is 
within two hours before and after low tide. The height of the tide is measured in feet above or below 
mean low tide. Many factors can influence the actual height of the tide, including barometric pressure. 
Low pressure (such as from a storm) will cause both the high and low tide levels to be higher than 
normal. Higher than normal pressure will cause the opposite effect. 
Bill Viot has arranged for a Club Outing at the Channel 3 Kids Camp (the former Times Farm Camp) 
in Coventry on November 13th. He, John Hart, Steve Beauregard, and Craig Sims rebuilt a bridge that 
was washed away by the October floods at the camp. The camp owns 350 acres. Mac said that some 
people have detected parts of the camp in the past. 
Mark Sutcliffe presented a program on cleaning small cents with hydrogen peroxide. 
Dave Gregorski reminded members of the upcoming fundraising raffle. 
David Hart was absent from the Attendance Drawing for two silver quarters: Bruce Morris won a silver 
dime. 
Bruce also won the 1897 Silver Dollar Raffle. 
Ron DiMauro won the 50/50 Raffle and also a Minelab hat. Mac won a Minelab watch and Ken 
MacMinagil won a Minelab pen donated by Tony Cwikla. 
The meeting adjourned at 9:12 p.m. 

Respectfully Submitted, Mark S. Sutcliffe, Secretary. 
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                            YTC Officers 
 
President, Bruce Morris         212-2276 
                {brm1956@netzero.net} 
         
Vice President,  Tony Cwikla        860-623-1153
    {CAPACTION@aol.com}
                             
Secretary, Mark Sutcliffe                  860-647-7541  
                                      {Msutcl 1776@aol.com} 
 
Treasurer, Vince DiBattista              860-666-0270 
     {VDibattist@aol.com } 
 
Newsletter, Dave Gregorski               860-742-5836 
                                      {DGRookie@aol.com} 

Yankee Territory Coinshooters 
Code of Ethics 

Respect the rights and property of others. 
Never destroy historical or archeological artifacts. 
Observe all laws, whether national, state, or local. 
Aid law enforcement officials whenever possible. 

Leave the land and vegetation as it was. 
FILL IN ALL HOLES. 

Remove all trash and litter, take it with you when you 
leave. 

Remember that all coinshooters may be judged by the 
example YOU set. Always conduct yourself with 

courtesy and consideration toward others. 

T.C.  Metal Detectors 
Authorized dealer for Fisher, Tesoro, Minelab, 
Garrett, Troy, Bounty Hunter, Detectorpro, 

Whites, Lesche, RTG, and more 

Tony Cwikla, 23 Cornwall Drive,  
Windsor Locks, CT  06096 

860-623-1153 or  860-916-2506 
{29 years experience, oldest, largest dealer in the area} 

Member: Y.T.C., FMDAC 
Special discounts for members! 

FAX: 860-627-0593;  e-mail:  
CAPACTION@aol.com 

 
We also carry a full line of books, digging tools, sand 
scoops, headphones, extra coils, bags, pouches, etc. 

 
- We use what we sell and give expert advice free of charge. - 

Why not come in and see what we’re finding !! 

METAL DETECTORS and ACCESSORIES  

J & E ENTERPRISES of  
S. Yarmouth  

Factory Authorized Dealer for Fisher, Garrett, 
Minelab, Tesoro, & Whites. Coiltek coils, Covers, 
Headphones, Beach & Water Scoops, Books, Etc., 

Eleanor Hube, 54 Old Main St. at Forest Rd. 
South Yarmouth, MA 02664 

1-508-760-2100 
e-mail,  jetrhub2@verizon.net 

(Founding member of Yankee Territory Coinshooters) 

SALES, SERVICE & RENTALS 
Accepts Discover, Mastercard and Visa 

Will ship UPS 

(Special consideration for Y.T.C. members.) 

Lost….and a Reward! 
At Misquamicut Beach, 9/11/2005:  
gold wedding ring with 2 diamonds -  

“extreme sentimental value”.  
Also, a silver bracelet with blue stones.  

Call - 978-793-0171 
[Thanks to Ken G. for forwarding this notice.] 
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[The November Probe presented a short article 
on cleaning gold jewelry with ammonia. Bob 
Tulay, experienced in various ways of cleaning 
detecting finds, presents the following caution.] 

 
   Last month’s issue of the Probe had a good 
article on cleaning gold using ammonia. It should 
be noted, however, that ammonia will dissolve 
real pearls and it takes less than one minute to 
ruin them. To be safe: if it looks like a pearl on 
your jewelry, do not use ammonia or any liquid 
dishwashing soap that has ammonia in it for 
cleaning. Electrolysis or plain toothpaste on a 
brush will do just fine. 
 
 Beachmole 

November ‘Fun Hunt’ Report! 
   By Dave Gregorski 

   Member Bill Viot had graciously arranged 
for our club to detect the old Times Farm 
Camp (now known as the Channel 3 Kids’ 
Camp) in Andover/Coventry. Because of 
camp commitments and winter coming, it was 
our only shot at detecting the site this year. 
We were fortunate that the weather on 
November 13 cooperated - though there was 
an early morning chill.  
   Over 2 dozen members joined in the hunt - 
the early birds were off at 8 A.M., and many 
stayed until the ~ 4 P.M. wrap-up. The 
property included a variety of terrain in its 
325+ acres - a small stream valley, hills, 
some fields, mostly woods, and several 
‘common’ areas of the camp proper. A 
number of old foundations existed, most 
marked on maps that Bill handed out. 
   The camp caretaker had never given 
permission before to detect in his 13 or so 
years there...but a few members indicated that 
the area had been detected at least a little. 
However, the finds were impressive. There 
were to my knowledge: 3-4 large coppers, a 
2-cent piece, several buckles (a few 
Colonial), an old pocketwatch, a musketball, 
an old cufflink, a 178- half real, 9 silver 
dimes (including 2 Barbers), 9 pieces of 
silver jewelry, 2 Buffalo nickels, an Indian 
penny, and other assorted jewelry and relics. 
A couple detectorists still hadn’t returned to 
the parking area by the time I left. 
   The afternoon was actually balmy - only 
light shirts were needed. Bill’s tick warning 
caused many to spray their boots/shoes, and 
that was pretty effective. It was great to share 
the day with others who enjoy the same thing. 
Many thanks to Bill for working to get this 
site open to us. (He and 3 other club members 
repaired a washed-out bridge so we could get 
to the other side of the stream!) 
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The Popularity of Charm Bracelets Comes and Goes 
 
   Charm bracelets seem to be a new idea about every 50 years. Charms were worn on the wrist or 
with a neck chain by cavemen, Romans and the knights of the Middle Ages. They were also used 
to ward off danger and disease. By the Middle Ages, the wealthy were educated enough to ignore 
some of the old superstitions that called for charms. Just in case, the uneducated still wore 
charms. 
 
   Charm bracelets with small, decorative gold or silver ornaments became popular in the late 
1800’s. Queen Victoria of England wore a bracelet with many tiny lockets holding family 
pictures. By the early 1900’s, charm bracelets were out of style. The rage began again in the 
1940’s. The bracelet started as a link chain, with charms added for special events. Children were 
given tiny gold hearts, ballerinas or working spinning wheels. Women started collecting larger 
and larger charms. 
 
   By the 1950’s, a charm could be the size of a silver dollar. A completed bracelet had as many 
charms as could be attached to the link bracelet (there were usually about 10 or more). The 
bracelets reflected the owner's interests. Sometimes they had travel charms that were small 3-D 
representations of the Eiffel Tower or the Statue of Liberty. Special-event charms included a 
page of a calendar with a diamond set on the owner's birth date or even a wedding bell for an 
anniversary. Many special bracelets were filled with service-related charms like miniature 
insignias or miniature uniform caps during World War II. 
 
   By the 1970’s, charms jangled and distracted many people, so plain gold chains became the 
new fashion. Charm bracelets were put away. It was not until 2000 that the bracelets came back, 
with examples in gold, silver or costume jewelry. Old bracelets appeared in antiques stores, and 
single charms became big sellers. A new type of charm bracelet, made of individual clip-together 
links, was introduced. Look for old charms or charm bracelets of gold, silver, Bakelite or plated 
metal. Costume-jewelry examples by name designers are almost as high-priced as those made of 
gold. 

ANTIQUES 
Ralph & Terry Koval  

The First Nickel 
Actually, it’s not what you think. The Flying Eagle cent was composed of 88% copper and 12% nickel, 
and the public called it the ‘nickel’. Coins were struck for circulation in 1857 and 1858. Then in 1865, 
came the copper-nickel 3-cent piece. Its alloy was 75% copper and 25% nickel. 
The U.S. government never has designated a coin as a ‘nickel’. In 1866, what was designated as a 
‘five-cent piece’ was first minted (the ‘shield nickel’). That pattern was used through 1883. Subsequent 
‘five-cent pieces’ were the Liberty Head type (‘V-nickel’), the Indian Head or Buffalo type, and the 
Jefferson type. 
[From Coin World, Nov.15, 2004.] 
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Bold, italics indicates the 
winners - submitted by Bob 

Cwikla, Nov., 2005. 

COIN    
 Gold/Silver   

Pre 1900  Mark Sutcliffe 1751 Mexican half reale 
  Dave Gregorski 1854 Liberty Seated quarter 
  Vin DiBattista 1897 VF Barber quarter 
    

Post 1899  Ken Gudernatch 1904 Barber dime 
  Bob Cwikla 1936 Mercury dime 
  Tom Woron 1923 Mercury dime 
    

Pre 1900 Other Bill Viot 1723 British farthing 
  John McQueen 1770's King George III half penny 
  Don Bogli 1804 half cent 
  Bob Ellis 1775 "imitation" half pence 
  Carl Muller 1859 Indian Head cent 
  Bruce Morris 1864 2-cent piece 
    

Post 1899  Ray Dapkus 1906, 1907, 1909 Indian Head cents 
  John Hart 1946 Canadian nickel 
  Phil Skewes 2002 Sacagawea dollar 
    
 Token Joe Waldron R.I. Public Trans. Authority token 
    

JEWELRY    
 Gold Bob Tulay 18K pendant with 22 diamonds 
  Phil Skewes 2002 10K class ring 
  Rich MacRobbie 9K ring with stones 
    
 Silver Joe Waldron .925 bracelet 
  Rick Browne ring with gold bezel around ameythest 
 Consolation Prize Bob Cwikla sterling earring 
  Dave Gregorski ring      

    
 Other Bill Viot penny bracelet 
  Vin DiBattsta butterfly clip with pink & black stones 
  Ken Gudernatch earring 
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By Bob Cwikla 

   RELIC                              toy          Mark Sutcliffe lead cow 
 Bob Cwikla motorcycle 
 Rick Browne E.T. 
 Ray Dapkus toy police badge 
   

Military Bruce Morris Connecticut Civil War coat button 
President's Award Ken Gudernatch  early Navy button (War of 1812?) 

   
Other Dave Gregorski Colonial shoe buckle 

 Bob Tulay St. Anthony pewter medal 
 Rich MacRobbie crotal bell 

Mark Sutcliffe: 1751 half real  Getting permission to detect an old farm field he had an eye on for 15 years, 
Mark uncovered a Mexican half real. Also found were a couple old buttons, musket balls, and a Capped Bust 
large cent. 
Ken Gudernatch: 1904 Barber dime  Detecting a salt water beach, Ken discovered this dime laying amazingly 
on top of dry sand after we had those nine days of rain. Ken would not say what beach though. 
Bill Viot: 1723 farthing  At six inches deep Bill unearthed this old British coin on state property. 
        He did not know what it was until he entered it at the meeting. 
Ray Dapkus: 1906-07-09 Indian Heads  Along a Rt. 66 construction site, Ray discovered an old Colonial 
house. Getting permission to detect there, he dug up 4 Indian Heads stacked on top of each other at 6 inches 
deep. 
Joe Waldron: transportation token  Hunting with his Whites DFX detector, this token was detected 
        at 3 inches. It was from the Rhode Island Public Transportation Authority. 
Bob Tulay: 18K pendant  In fresh water, Bob pulled out a 9 gram pendant with 22 diamonds positioned to 
make the number 17. Not sure what the number is supposed to represent. Knowing Bob, it must mean the 
number of gold pieces he is going to find the remainder of the year. 
Joe Waldron: .925 bracelet  At a salt water beach, Joe pulled out a nice silver bracelet with 
       Oriental words on the outside and English on the inside which said: “Live Life to the Fullest.” 
       Doing a little research, he discovered that is what the Oriental words said also. 
Bill Viot: penny bracelet  Using a Minelab detector at a salt water beach, Bill was coming up with tons of finds, 
including 15 dollars in change and a unique penny bracelet. Unfortunately the pennies were Memorial cents. 
Mark Sutcliffe: lead cow  Most likely the best item Mark found on this private site was two  
       painted lead cows in excellent condition. Do you think the paint has lead in it too? 
Bruce Morris: Civil War button  This is a native Connecticut coat button made in Waterbury, Ct. 
       Made of silver, it was found on a farm field which floods every year. 
Dave Gregorski: colonial shoe buckle  Hunting the woods on public land, Dave detected this old buckle ’on 
edge’ with his Minelab, at 4 inches deep.  
Consolation Prize: Bob Cwikla  Unable to use my new Whites XLT (electronic interference) , I 
        pulled out my 25 year old Fisher and unearthed an old sterling earring, weighing about as  
        much as a quarter. It was 4 inches deep. 
President’s Award: Ken Gudernatch  With a tie vote in the military category, Ken found an  
        early Navy button (maybe from the War of 1812) using his Fisher on open private land. 
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REMEMBER WHEN: 
- Mom was at home when the kids got home from school; 
- nobody owned a purebred dog; 
- a quarter was a decent allowance, and another quarter a huge bonus; 
- you'd reach into a muddy gutter for a penny; 
- all of your male teachers wore neckties and female teachers had their hair done and wore high heels; 
- you got your windshield cleaned, oil checked and gas pumped without asking, all for free, every time, 
and, you didn't pay for air, and you got trading stamps to boot. 
- it was considered a great privilege to be taken out to dinner at a real restaurant with your parents; 
- the worst thing you could do at school was smoke in the bathrooms, flunk a test or chew gum; 
- a '57 Chevy was everyone's dream car, to cruise, peel out, lay rubber or watch submarine races; 
- people went steady and girls wore a class ring with an inch of wrapped yarn, so it would fit her finger. 

- no one ever asked where the car keys were because they were always in the car, in the ignition, and 
the doors were never locked. 
- you got in big trouble if you accidentally locked the doors at home, since no one ever had a key. 

Remember lying on your back on the grass with your friends and saying things like "That cloud looks 
like a ... " 
- jumping waves at the ocean/gulf for hours in that cold water; and playing baseball with no adults to 
help kids with the rules of the game, because baseball was not a psychological group learning 
experience, it was a game. 
- stuff from the store came without safety caps and hermetic seals, because no one had yet tried to 
poison a perfect stranger. 
Even with all our progress, don't you wish, just once, you could slip back in time and savor the slower 
pace and share it with the children of today. Remember when being sent to the principal's office was 
nothing compared to the fate that awaited a misbehaving student at home. Basically, we were in fear 
for our lives, but it wasn't because of drive by shootings, drugs, gangs, etc. Our parents and 
grandparents were a much bigger threat! But we all survived because their love was greater than the 
threat. 
Go back with me for a minute.... Before the Internet or the MAC... Before semi automatics and crack ... 
before SEGA or Super Nintendo... Way back .... 
I'm talking about hide and go seek at dusk, red light, green light, kick the can, playing kickball & 
dodgeball until your porch light came on, and mother may I? red rover, hula hoops, roller skating to 
music, running through the sprinkler... 
And... Catching lightning bugs in a jar; Christmas morning; your first day of school; bedtime prayers 
and goodnight kisses; climbing trees; getting an ice cream off the ice cream truck; a million mosquito 
bites and sticky fingers; jumping on the bed; pillow fights; running till you were out of breath - 
laughing so hard your stomach hurt; being tired from playing; your first crush...remember that? I'm not 
finished yet.... Kool-aid was the drink of summer; toting your friends on your handle bars; wearing 
your new shoes on the first day of school and class field trips. Didn't that feel good, just to go back and 
say, Yeah, I remember that! There's nothing like the good old days. They were good then and they're 
good now when we think about them. 

continued on page 9 
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Share some of these thoughts with a friend who can relate, then share it with someone that missed out 
on them. I want to go back to the time when............  
Decisions were made by going "eeny-meeny-miney-mo" and mistakes were corrected by simply 
exclaiming, "do over!" "Race issue" meant arguing about who ran the fastest; money issues were 
handled by whoever was the banker in "Monopoly;" catching fireflies could happily occupy an entire 
evening; and it wasn't odd to have two or three "best" friends. 
Being old referred to anyone over 20 and the worst thing you could catch from the opposite sex was 
cooties. Scrapes and bruises were kissed and made better; it was a big deal to finally be tall enough to 
ride the "big people" rides at the amusement park; getting a foot of snow was a dream come true; 
abilities were discovered because of a "double-dog-dare;" Spinning around, getting dizzy and falling 
down was cause for giggles; the worst embarrassment was being picked last for a team; water balloons 
were the ultimate weapon; and older siblings were the worst tormentors, but also the fiercest protectors. 

[Wonderful memories for some...perhaps nothing our younger members can relate to. I’m not sure of 
the source, but it sounds like the occasional nostalgia shared by Richard Tambling in the Journal 
Inquirer.   Ed.] 

1792 Penny Sells for $437,000 at Auction 
 

 BEVERLY HILLS, Calif. - A copper penny minted in 1792 and kept in a tobacco tin for decades 
was auctioned Monday {February 7, 2005} for $437,000. Anthony Terranova of New York City was 
the highest bidder, said Donn Pearlman, spokesman for Beverly Hills auction house Ira & Larry 
Goldberg Coins & Collectibles Inc. 
The penny's owners were descendants of Oliver Wolcott, the governor of Connecticut in the 1790s 
and a signer of the Declaration of Independence, according to auctioneer Ira Goldberg. "The 
historical importance of this coin cannot be overstated," said Michael Sherman, vice president of 
Professional Coin Grading Service, which directed a team of experts who authenticated the coin. 
The chocolate-colored penny, the ninth known example of its type, bears the 
date 1792, an inscription "Parent of Science & Industry: Liberty," and the 
likeness of a woman's head representing Miss Liberty, Goldberg said. The 
owners surprised collectors with its existence in August when they brought 
the valuable penny to the American Numismatic Association World's Fair of 
Money convention in Pittsburgh. 

[Submitted by Mark Sutcliffe.]       

The Senility Prayer 
God grant me the Senility to forget the people I never liked anyway, the good 

fortune to run into the ones I do, and the eyesight to tell the difference. 

 
[From the I.T.T.H.C. Treasure News, Sept., 2001.] 
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UPCOMING EVENTS/HUNTS 

2005 Garrett Club Program: Please register all Garrett metal detectors purchased or received 
as gifts during 2005, with Garrett. If you make them aware that you are a member of YTC, 
Garrett will credit the club with 10% of the purchase price.  Obtain an application form from 
any YTC officer. This credit may be used to procure a Freedom Ace Give-A-Way detector. This 
is an easy and effective way to support your club! 

February 19, 2006 (Sunday) - Coin Show @ the Polish National Home, 60 Charter Oak Ave., 
Hartford. Free admission and parking - call 203-877-1680 for details.  9 A.M. - 3:30 P.M. 

Y.T.C. ‘fun hunts’ - the club welcomes ideas for events in 2006. Share your idea(s) 
with any Board member, and perhaps we can assist. These hunts are fun and usually 
well-attended, and can introduce sites that are different and/or new to some members. 
Look here in future Probes for March hunt info.       

What Is a Watch Fob? 
By Dave Gregorski 

I saw this item on a Challenge list when I first joined Y.T.C. (1998), and was puzzled. Even then it was 
an item that was hard to come by while detecting. I knew little except that it was something attached to 
a pocket watch. Then I read the following in the newsletter of an Oklahoma detecting club. 
In the late 1800’s and early 1900’s, if a man wore a suit it generally had a vest. The vest had a small 
pocket which was used to carry the gentleman’s watch. Some would attach a silver or gold chain to the 
watch and run the chain across the body to a button hole. Often hanging from this chain was a pendant 
or key, decorated in some fashion, often with the name of an organization or business. Another option 
was to attach a leather or fabric strap to the watch and hang a piece, called a fob, to the other end. The 
fob was used to pull the watch from the pocket. 
The fob was generally made of brass or white metal, and plated with gold, silver, or nickel. They were 
often advertising pieces, political campaign giveaways, small pen knives and even cigar cutters. 
Fobs are highly collectible and range in price from $5 to $80, although some rarer items may bring 
more. There are lots of websites dealing with watch fobs – buying, selling, and collecting. Type “watch 
fobs” in the search field and see what you get. 
[Info. from the I.T.T.H.C. Treasure News, July, 2003.] 

 
 
 
Your club officers and board members wish you and yours the best this 
coming season, and throughout the coming year. May you all have health, 
wealth (monetary or otherwise), good detecting, and fun. It’s nice to see that 
Y.T.C. is growing - we hope you’ll help out in some way in 2006. Many 
hands make less work, and being involved can be a fulfilling experience...and we’d all 
appreciate it! May your treasures be many. 


	January
	February
	March
	April
	May
	June
	July
	August
	September
	October
	November
	December

