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Kokopelli Ring Find 
By Mark Sutcliffe 

 
      I learned the importance of thoroughly checking one’s dig holes at the Cash Bash this past October. On 
Saturday, I was getting discouraged, having found nothing “good” all morning and afternoon. I was on my way 
across the field to the natural finds judging when I swung my coil over a plug that had already been dug and 
replaced by another hunter. The target registered a solid “half-dollar/dollar” signal on my old White’s Eagle II 
SL. I figured that it was probably a beer can that someone hadn’t bothered to remove from the hole.  
     I popped out the plug with my digger and didn’t see anything but dirt, so I ran my coil over the plug and 
hole. I got a big good signal in the hole so I slid my tool into the earth and lifted out a chunk of soil. I flipped 
over the dirt onto my ground cloth and there was a big chunky silver ring staring at me! Quickly checking and 
refilling the hole, with only ten minutes ‘til the finds judging I trotted down to the judging table, stopping just 
briefly to wash off the ring. 
     My ring garnered many favorable comments, although it was beaten out in competition by a 
crushed gold class ring (gold always trumps silver). The mysterious figure on the large man’s ring 
had me puzzled. Many people identified the little guy as some sort of southwest American Indian 
named “Popo-kettle,” “Cocoa Pebbles”, or something like that. It wasn’t until I saw a similar character 
pictured on the side of a delivery truck in a trade magazine that I learned that his real name is 
Kokopelli. 
     I copied the information below from http://www.jowsey.com/kokopelli/kokopelli.html If that address 
doesn’t work, try www.jowsey.com and click one of the Kokopelli figures. 
 
 Ko-ko-pel-li (kô kô pel´ lê) n. {der. Hopi "kokopilau" (koko = wood, pilau = hump)} the humpbacked 
Flute Player, mythical Hopi symbol of fertility, replenishment, music, dance, and mischief.  
     The mysterious Kokopelli character is found in a number of Native American cultures, being 
especially prominent in the Anasazi culture of the "Four Corners" area. The figure represents a 
mischievous trickster or the Minstrel, spirit of music. Kokopelli is distinguished by his dancing pose, a 
hunchback and flute. His whimsical nature, charitable deeds, and vital spirit give him a prominent 
position in Native American mysticism.  
     Kokopelli has been a sacred figure to Native Americans of the Southwestern United States for 
thousands of years. Found painted and carved on rock walls and boulders throughout this region, 
Kokopelli is one of the most intriguing and widespread images to have survived from ancient Anasazi 
Indian mythology, and is a prominent figure in Hopi and Zuni legends. Kokopelli is also revered by 
current-day descendants including the Hopi, Taos and Acoma pueblo peoples.  
     Kokopelli is considered a symbol of fertility who brought well-being to the people, assuring 
success in hunting, planting and growing crops, and human conception. His "hump" was often 
considered a bag of gifts, a sack carrying the seeds of plants and flowers he would scatter every 
spring. Warming the earth by playing his flute and singing songs, Kokopelli would melt the winter 
snow and create rain, ensuring a good harvest.  
 
      Kokopelli is the best silver ring I have found in my long detecting career. I am hopeful that he 
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                            YTC Officers 
 
President, Chuck Anderson        944-9558   
         {ChuckAnderson944@globalnet.net}  
         
Vice President, Bruce Morris         212-2276 
                {brm1956@netzero.net}
                              
Secretary, Mark Sutcliffe                  860-647-7541  
                                      {Msutcl 1776@aol.com} 
 
Treasurer, Vince DiBattista              860-666-0270 
     {VDibattist@aol.com} 
 
Newsletter, Dave Gregorski               860-742-5836 
                                      {DGRookie@aol.com} 

Yankee Territory Coinshooters 
Code of Ethics 

Respect the rights and property of others. 
Never destroy historical or archeological artifacts. 
Observe all laws, whether national, state, or local. 
Aid law enforcement officials whenever possible. 

Leave the land and vegetation as it was. 
FILL IN ALL HOLES. 

Remove all trash and litter, take it with you when you 
leave. 

Remember that all coinshooters may be judged by the 
example YOU set. Always conduct yourself with 

courtesy and consideration toward others. 

METAL DETECTORS and ACCESSORIES  

J & E ENTERPRISES of  
S. Yarmouth  

Factory Authorized Dealer for Fisher, Garrett, Minelab, Tesoro, 
& Whites. Coiltek coils, Covers, Headphones, Beach & Water 

Scoops, Books, Etc., 

Eleanor Hube, 54 Old Main St. at Forest Rd. 
South Yarmouth, MA 02664 

1-508-760-2100 
Fax 1-508-760-3738; e-mail,  jetrhub@gis.net 

(Founding member of Yankee Territory Coinshooters) 

SALES, SERVICE & RENTALS 
Accepts Discover, Mastercard and Visa 

(Will ship UPS) 

Bruce Morris is recovering from hip 
surgery, and doing well. We wish him 

continued progress and healing. 
 

The club’s monthly Find of the Month 
activity has resumed beginning in 

January, 2004. 
 

Next Month in this 
space… 

 
Will be an ad forTony Cwikla’s 

metal detecting business. Tony is 
an 

active Y.T.C. member. 
 

In the meantime, you can reach 
him at: 

860-623-1153 
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The Y.T.C. Christmas Party… 
   ...was a success, by all accounts. Several 
people noted that the food was possibly the 
best ever, and 32 people, big and little, 
shared the Holiday spirit.  
   The feast was followed by the usual 
‘Chinese grab bag’, and the gifts were very 
generous. There was quite a bit of 
‘purloining’ of other’s selections - but all in 
good fun.  
Many thanks to all those who attended and 

Gold Coin Raffle News 
Ticket sales are going at a moderate pace 
so far. We need to at least recoup the club’s 
investment before the drawing takes place - 
best estimate is the February or March 
meeting. Winners need not be present. 
Our request was answered in fine fashion by 
Rick Browne. We desired to ‘keep up the 
suspense’ during the drawing, for the $5 
gold piece winner. Here is how we will do it: 
1. The first ticket drawn will be for the $5 

gold coin. This makes all tickets eligible 
for the ‘grand prize’. However, the name 
will not be announced, but rather the 
ticket will be numbered #1 and put aside. 

2. The #2 ticket will then be drawn - for the 
1/10 ounce gold bullion coin, and 
handled in the same fashion. 

3. The progression for the next 3 drawings 
will be for the Seated dime (#3), the 
Silver round (#4), and for the silver 
Canadian dollar (#5).  

4.  The names of the winners will then be 
read, starting with #5 down to #1.  

   It only takes one ticket to be a winner, but 
I’m increasing my chances - the gold half-
eagle is a coin anyone would be pleased to 
have. And maybe there will be a multiple 
winner?  
   Remember, you can’t win if you don’t play! 

Y.T.C. Polar Bear Hunt Info./Rules 
Richard MacRobbie is once again organizing 
this traditional event. It will be held at 
Hammonassett State Park, West Beach 
(Madison) unless otherwise noted. The date 
will be Sunday, February 1, with a 
‘weather date’ the following Sunday, Feb. 
8. 
‘Mac’ is still hoping for donations from club 
members for prizes. Contact him at 860-742-
0706. The club will also be forwarding some 
cash for coin purchases. The hunt will 
feature planted coins, as well as tokens 
redeemable for prizes.  
Ordinary scoops will be allowed, along with 
small shovels and digging tools. Most targets 
should be no deeper than ~3 inches.  
Details are presented on page 8. Cost of 
the hunt is $12 per person. Give yourself a 
chance at getting ‘the Indian’. See page 5 for 

Unpaid Dues? 
If your name is highlighted on the front 
mailing label, your dues payment for 2004 
has not been recorded as this Probe goes 
to press. What does this mean for you? 
 
1. This will be your last issue of Probe. 
2. You won’t be eligible for the Jack 
Hube Polar Bear hunt (or any other club 
hunts). 
3. As a non-Y.T.C. member, you no longer 
will have voting privileges. 
4. You’ll miss all kinds of fun and 
informative stuff. 
5. People will miss you. 
To avoid the above, send your $20 check 
($25 if joining FMDAC) right now (made out 
to Y.T.C.) to: 

Y.T.C. 
P.O. Box 1811 

Hartford, CT  06114-1811 
You may also pay at any Y.T.C. function - 
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Story of ‘The Indian’ 
A  Y.T.C. tradition may be somewhat of a 
mystery to newer members, and possibly 
confusing even to older members. You may 
have heard or read  references to “the 
Indian” . Yes, it is an Indian cent, but a very 
special one, that promises treasure. 
Various members of our club (with a little 
assistance from our treasury) have filled a 
treasure chest with interesting and valuable 
goodies. At official club hunts (such as the 
upcoming Jack Hube Memorial Polar Bear 
Hunt), one token of the many found is 
designated as the ‘special’ one by the 
huntmaster. The lucky and/or skillful 
detectorist earns a shot at the contents of 
the chest. 
Only it’s still not that easy. Initially, a blind 
draw is made, in an attempt to pick the 
Indian from among 10 pennies. If the Indian 
‘comes out’, the treasure chest contents are 
awarded to the lucky drawer (and the chest 
remains with the club). If not, the drawn 
wheat cent is removed, improving the odds 
for a winner at the next hunt. This continues 
until the Indian is drawn, and then the 
contest is ‘reset’. 
Of course, the pennies are disguised so one 
can’t ‘feel’ for the right one. Intuition can play 
a role, and a certain female member may be 
available for hire if you should want a good 
‘picker’. Since Rich Janak picked the Indian 
last February, there  are 10pennies 

Minutes of Yankee Territory 
Coinshooters Meeting, December 9, 

2003: 
 
 The Christmas Party meeting began at 6:00 
p.m. with food and drink for all. 31 club 
members and family members attended. No 
official business was conducted. 
Ken Krivanec won fist prize in the Early 
Dues Renewal Drawing and received a silver 
Half Dollar. Everett Berube, Tony Cwikla, 
Pam Giannetti, Phil Skewes, and Ken 
Gudernatch each won a silver dime as 
runners-up. 
To date, only 37 members have paid their 
2004 dues and 38 have not yet paid up. 
Huntmaster Richard MacRobbie announced 
that the Jack P. Hube Memorial Polar Bear 
Hunt will be held on Sunday, February 1st at 
1:00 p.m. with a snow date of February 8th. It 
will take place at Hammonassett Beach in 
Madison (see page 8). 
The party adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 

Returned 53 years later 
 
   LUTZ, Fla.  (AP)  -- The black velvet box that 
Helen Swisshelm opened on Christmas Eve held 
the class ring she lost 53 years earlier in the 
Hudson River. “When I saw it, it looked like the 
day I [first] received it.” Swisshelm said. 

  She lost the gold and onyx ring in 1948, when 
she was 17 and swimming with friends in the 
river. They searched the silt and rocks for the 
ring for hours. 

  Swisshelm, now 70 and living north of Tampa, 
received a call earlier this month from her alma 
mater, the Academy of the Holy Names in 
Albany, N.Y. A man had found a class ring from 
the school inscribed with the [her] initials, H.M.D. 
and contacted the alumni association. 

  Ken Rohling, of New York, said he found the 
ring with his metal detector. He returned it to 
Swisshelm in time for the holidays. 

Dollar weights 
The Trade dollar and the Morgan are not the 
same weight. 
Trade dollar:  420 grains (27.22 grams) of .900 
fine silver = .7878 of an ounce. 
Morgan dollar 26.73 grams .900 fine = .7736 of 
an ounce.  
The Trade dollar has quite an interesting story. It 
was even demonetized by Congress, perhaps 
the only coin that ever was.  
[Thanks to Bruce Morris for this info.] 
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Year 2004 Meeting Dates for Y.T.C. 
  
 February 10     July 13 
 
 March 9      August 10 
 
 April 13      September 14 
 
 May 11      October 12 
 
 June 8      November 9 
 
    December 14 (Christmas party) 

U.S. Error Coins – Off-center Cents 
To quote Fred Weinberg, an error-coin dealer, 
“The Mint apparently took it upon them-
selves…to improve quality control.” Thus what 
was formerly somewhat common, is now rarer 
and thus much more valuable. [Ed. note - in the 
days when I actively collected coins out of 
circulation, I found a number of errors, mostly 
pennies, where the image was struck off-center, 
with the remainder of the planchet remaining 
smooth.] Major off-center cents (more than 50% 
off) struck through the late 90’s would sell for 
about $2 or $3. A 2002 Lincoln cent, with much 
more of the design present, was bid to $500 in a 
recent eBay auction before the seller withdrew 
the lot. 
Major U.S. Mint errors may now largely be a 
thing of the past. New equipment and 
procedures virtually eliminate the possibilities in 
the first place and then are surer than ever to 
catch any errors before they can get out. Error 
dealers say that diminishing numbers became 
apparent even in 2001.  
[Information obtained from Coin World, Feb. 3, 

2004 Y.T.C. Challenge! 
The new list is out - see page 7. Copies will 
be available from Dave Gregorski at monthly 
meetings.  
You can win silver coins as prizes, by 
completing any level. Even a ‘bad’ detecting 
day (if there is such a thing) can be ‘saved’ 
by finding something on the list.  
Items will be verified by Dave at any 
meeting. He will retain a copy of your 
progress throughout the year. Participating 
can add an element of fun, to an already 
great hobby. And any level of detectorist is 
welcome to join in. Give it a chance - who 

Here is an amazing fact: according an article 
in the United States Banker Magazine about 
currency in circulation: there is $20 billion used 
for daily purchases, $9 billion in personal 
money unreported, $3.3 billion hidden in secret 
places and $144 billion unaccounted for. 
 Submitted by John Hubley 
[Now we need a paper money detector!] 
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Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 
Button Grommet/eyelet Lipstick case Item with patent # 

Foreign Coin 
(not Canadian) 

Game or Trade Token Indian Head Cent Dated Object, pre-1930  
(not a coin) 

Key Eyeglasses or part of Religious Medal Shield  nickel Or  
U.S. 2- or 3-cent piece 

Washer Bullet Lead Metal item with foreign 
words/not Latin, no coin 

Gold Ring with 
Gemstones 

Wheat Cent Silver Coin Gold Jewelry Thimble  

Nut or bolt Zipper-pull ‘V’ nickel Or 
Silver ‘wartime’ nickel 

Pre-1892 
Silver U.S. coin 

Fishing item 
(not a weight) 

Watch 
(or part of) 

Item depicting an 
Animal,   

Bird, Reptile, or Fish  

Coins from 4 Different 
Countries  

(not U.S. or Canada) 

25 coins in one day Silver Jewelry Dog license tag 
(pre-2000) 

Foreign coin, pre-1935 
(not a Colonial halfpenny) 

Toy Car or Truck Buckle Barber Coin Crucifix/cross, any metal 

‘Junk’ jewelry Buffalo nickel U.S. Large Cent U.S. $1 coin 

Eating Utensil Fishing weight 
(one ounce or less) 

Sports-related 
metal item 

Small U.S. cent, 
pre-1870 

Shotgun/bullet casing 
Or  

Spark plug 

Hinge 
Or 

$5 in coins, one day 

‘Tootsie Toy’ 
Or 

75 Coins in 1 Day 

Padlock 
Or 

100 Coins in 1 Day 

Wild Card  
$2.50 in coins, one day 

Wild Card  
50 coins in one day 

Wild Card  
U.S. Half dollar 

Wild Card  
Military button or medal 

A Wild Card item may be substituted for any other item in the same level. 
A find may be used to satisfy only one item on the list. 

        PRIZES for completing: 
          Level 1     Silver Dime 
          Level 2     Silver Quarter  
Name _________________________________     Level 3    2 Silver 
Quarters 
          Level 4     Silver Half Dollar 
Challenge 2004  hunting dates  include:             All Levels    Silver Dollar 
 January 1, 2004 - December 31, 2004 
Each member wishing to participate receives a copy of the Challenge List and the “Challenge Manager” 
keeps a duplicate copy. At each club meeting, finds will be verified by the “Challenge Manager” (using club 
resources if needed) who will check off items on the master list. Items need not be brought in during the 
month of the ‘find’, but may not be carried over from one year to the next. Planted items from organized 
hunts DO NOT QUALIFY. Upon completion of each level, the prize for that level will be awarded at a club 

Y.T.C. Challenge List for 2004 
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...is on February 1 and starts at 1 P.M. with registration beginning at noon (parking lot). 
Come earlier and help seed the sand. Current members only; hunt fee is only $12.  Again, 
the hunt will be at Hammonassett State Park’s West Beach (well-marked with signs). Hunt 
Marshal Richard MacRobbie may postpone the hunt  (same time, location) in case of severe 
weather. If in doubt re. weather, call Mac, Dave Gregorski, or Vince DiBattista (666-0270). 
Rain/snow date is February 8. 
   Dress accordingly, long johns, boots, gloves and a hat are a must. Bring a snack and 
warming beverage. Watch your speed, State and Park police are usually set up this time of 

The Jack Hube Polar Bear 

UPCOMING EVENTS/HUNTS 

2004 Garrett Club Program: Please register all Garrett metal detectors purchased or received 
as gifts during 2003, with Garrett. If you make them aware that you are a member of YTC, 
Garrett will credit the club with 10% of the purchase price.  Obtain an application form from 
any YTC officer. This credit is used to procure the yearly Freedom Ace Give-A-Way detector. 
This is an easy and effective way to support your club! 

February 22 (Sunday) - Coin Show @ the Polish National Home, 60 Charter Oak Ave., 
Hartford. Free admission and parking - call 860-247-1784 for details. Doors open at 9 A.M. 

Y.T.C. Polar Bear Hunt - Sunday, February 1 - see below and page 4! 
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A ‘seasonable’ ring-return story is shared on 

page 8. 
See p. 9 for what you may have learned… 

FIRST CLASS 
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Minutes of Yankee Territory Coinshooters Meeting, January 13, 2004: 
The monthly meeting was called to order at 7:04 p.m. by President Chuck Anderson with 34 members 
attending, including 4 new members. 
Thanks were given to Tony Cwikla for donating a silver half-dollar and to Phil Skewes for donating $10 to 
the Treasure Chest prize. 
Thank you to Mary Goldstein for donating cookies to the Christmas Party. 
The Secretary’s Report was accepted as published. 
The Treasurer’s Report was accepted as read with a balance of $1,152.94 plus silver inventory of 
$157.25 at purchase cost. 
2004 club dues will be accepted at the Polar Bear Hunt. You must be paid-up to participate. 

Huntmaster Richard MacRobbie announced that he would like help planting coins and tokens at the Jack 
P. Hube Memorial Polar Bear Hunt from about 11:30 a.m. on. The hunt is scheduled for 1:00 p.m. and 
low tide is at 1:30 p.m. so there should be plenty of open sand even if there is snow on the ground. 
Snow/rain date is the following Sunday February 8th. Entry fee $12.00 per hunter. Mac explained for new 
members how the Treasure Chest prize works. [See page 5 for hunt results.] 
A motion was made and approved to give Richard MacRobbie $280 for the Polar Bear Hunt: $5 to go 
into the Treasure Chest, $75 to be buried, and $200 advance against expected revenue for hunt prizes. 
Gold Coin Raffle tickets will be drawn in March, at the meeting. 
A motion was made and approved to give a $150 donation to the East Hartford Public Library in 
appreciation for the use of the meeting room in 2003. 
A motion was made and approved to donate $50 to the Channel 3 Kids Camp. 
Ken Gudernatch reported on his conversation with North East Chapter FMDAC President Tony 
D’Angelo. Tony and Ken won re-election for Chapter President and Treasurer, respectively. Rich Rice 
and Carol Kononov were re-elected Vice President and Secretary, respectively, but have since resigned 
for personal reasons. Their positions are open. The Federation plans to hold two big treasure hunts this 
year, the first in Virginia Beach, VA the weekend of April 30, May 1 and 2. It will not conflict with B.O.N.E. 
11 in Keene, NH which is the previous weekend. The Rhode Island club is “still interested” in arranging a 
Chapter hunt but there are no definite plans. 
Chuck thanked the members who arranged the club Christmas Party. 

Dave Gregorski is planning a club outing in the mud at Clinton Beach Sunday March 14th from 10:00 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Low tide is about 11:15 a.m. Rings, coins, musket balls and gold teeth were found last 
year. [See page 4.] 
Challenge Master Dave Gregorski announced that Frank LeMasters attained Level 2 of the 2003 
Challenge list and received a silver quarter. The 2004 Challenge List was printed in the January PROBE. 
The February meeting will feature displays of the Best Finds of 2003. 
Bruce Morris gave Tony Cwikla 3 silver quarters in appreciation for bringing in 3 new members in 2003. 
Bruce also added 4 silver quarters to the Treasure Chest. He thanked members for the cards and calls 
and reports that his new hip is doing well. He ran his detector over it when he got home from rehab and it 
beeped. 
Richard MacRobbie returned Pam Giannetti’s walkie-talkie that he found in the parking lot after the 
Christmas party. [Not a ring-return, but much appreciated!] 
The program was a discussion of upcoming club elections and programs for 2004. 
Bob Tulay has a used Garrett SeaHunter pulse machine for sale: $200 or best offer. 
Ken Gudernatch displayed his 2003 Eyeball Finds. 
Janet LaPointe was absent for the Attendance Drawing so Ray Dapkus won a silver dime. 
Carl Muller won the 50/50 Drawing. 
Richard MacRobbie won the 1891-O Silver Dollar Raffle. 
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President, Chuck Anderson        944-9558   
                   {nlsanderson@sbcglobalnet.net}  
         
Vice President, Bruce Morris         212-2276 
                  {brm1956@netzero.net}
                              
Secretary, Mark Sutcliffe                  860-647-7541  
                                      {Msutcl 1776@aol.com} 
 
Treasurer, Vince DiBattista              860-666-0270 
     {VDibattist@aol.com } 
 
Newsletter, Dave Gregorski               860-742-5836 
                                      {DGRookie@aol.com} 

Yankee Territory Coinshooters 
Code of Ethics 

Respect the rights and property of others. 
Never destroy historical or archeological artifacts. 
Observe all laws, whether national, state, or local. 
Aid law enforcement officials whenever possible. 

Leave the land and vegetation as it was. 
FILL IN ALL HOLES. 

Remove all trash and litter, take it with you when you 
leave. 

Remember that all coinshooters may be judged by the 
example YOU set. Always conduct yourself with 

courtesy and consideration toward others. 

METAL DETECTORS and ACCESSORIES  

J & E ENTERPRISES of  
S. Yarmouth  

Factory Authorized Dealer for Fisher, Garrett, 
Minelab, Tesoro, & Whites. Coiltek coils, Covers, 
Headphones, Beach & Water Scoops, Books, Etc., 

Eleanor Hube, 54 Old Main St. at Forest Rd. 
South Yarmouth, MA 02664 

1-508-760-2100 
Fax: 1-508-760-3738;  e-mail,  jetrhub@gis.net 
(Founding member of Yankee Territory Coinshooters) 

SALES, SERVICE & RENTALS 
Accepts Discover, Mastercard and Visa 

Will ship UPS 

(Special consideration for Y.T.C. members.) 

And here is another amazing fact: According to an 
article in the United States Banker Magazine about 
currency in circulation: there is $20 billion used 
for daily purchases, $9 billion in personal money 
unreported, $3.3 billion hidden in secret places and 
$144 billion unaccounted for. 
                 Submitted by John Hubley 
[Now we need for someone to invent a paper 
money detector that we can buy.] 

T.C.  Metal Detectors 
Authorized dealer for Fisher, Tesoro, Minelab, 
Garrett, Troy, Bounty Hunter, Detectorpro, 

Lesche, RTG, and more 

Tony Cwikla, 23 Cornwall Drive,  
Windsor Locks, CT  06096 

860-623-1153 or  860-916-2506 
{29 years experience, oldest, largest dealer in the area} 

Member: Y.T.C., FMDAC 
Special discounts for members! 

FAX: 860-627-0593;  e-mail:  
CAPACTION@aol.com 

 
We also carry a full line of books, digging tools, sand 
scoops, headphones, extra coils, bags, pouches, etc. 

 
- We use what we sell and give expert advice free of charge. - 

Why not come in and see what we’re finding !! 

Happy 

Leap  

Day! 
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 Future ‘Fun Hunt’ 

Our first such hunt of the year will take place on 
Sunday, March 14. It will be held at Clinton 
Town Beach, where we have had luck in 
previous years. People have been losing things 
here for a very long time - old coppers have 
come up in the past. 

It’s called a ‘fun hunt’ because you’re hunting in 
the spirit of fun and friendship, with comrades 
from your club. No coins/tokens are planted - all 
finds are ‘natural’. You should hear some 
interesting stories, judging from past years’ 
experiences. All members are invited and 
welcome. 

The formal hunt will begin at 10 AM, and end 
at 12:30 PM. The tide will be significantly lower 
than normal, so there will be abundant wet sand/
mud to detect. Waterhunters should be aware that 
the mud will be formidable.  

Keep everything you find, as prizes will be 
awarded for: oldest coin, most coins, ‘best’ piece 
of jewelry, ‘best’ relic, and perhaps a mystery 
category or two. I will be doing the judging.  
Wear warm clothing and boots. We were blessed 
with sparkling /warm weather last year, but that 
was unusual. Also bring drinks/snacks for 
yourself.  

As a courtesy, please do not hunt at this 
location before the official start on Sunday. 
Contact me if you have any questions, or if the 
weather is questionable.   

Directions - off I-95, take exit 63 
and proceed south on route 81. Take 
a left onto route 1 east.  
Cross over the Indian River, then 
shortly take a right onto Waterside 
Lane. Continue to the end and meet 
in the parking lot. 
     
            Dave Gregorski 

Did You Find This Ring? 
One of my co-workers lost his wedding band at 
Sound View a few years ago. He hadn't been 
married long at the time it was lost. The 
inscription reads LOVE ME 9-12-97.   

I forget if it is yellow gold or what, but the 
inscription will ID it. If a club member has 
found it the owner lives in Wethersfield and I'm 
sure he would come to a meeting if we could 
return it to him. With the way water hunters 
"network" maybe someone can help. 
Bruce Morris 

2003 Y.T.C. Challenge Results 
By Dave Gregorski 

Twelve members participated in the 2003 
Challenge, and completions were as follows: 
Level 1 (silver dime) - Rick Browne, Vince 
DiBattista, Dave Gregorski, Ken Gudernatch, 
Eleanor Hube, Frank LeMasters, Richard 
MacRobbie, Mike Marvonek, John 
McQueen, Phil Skewes, Mark Sutcliffe, Bob 
Tulay 
Level 2 (silver quarter) -  Rick Browne, 
Vince DiBattista, Dave Gregorski, Ken 
Gudernatch, Eleanor Hube, Frank 
LeMasters, Richard MacRobbie, John 
McQueen, Phil Skewes, Mark Sutcliffe, Bob 
Tulay 
Level 3 (2 silver quarters) - Rick Browne, 
Dave Gregorski, Ken Gudernatch, Mark 
Sutcliffe, Bob Tulay 
Level 4 (silver half dollar) - none 
Congratulations to all. Once again, there 
seems to be a pattern of success to those 
who put in the hours. And it helps to have a 
‘hot’ detecting site for the higher levels.  

As of mid-November, I needed only one item 
to complete Level 4...either signing up a new 
member, or finding a silver eating utensil. 
Close but no cigar, but it was fun and 
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Those Winter Beaches… 
By Dave Gregorski 

 
   Someone once said (I think), that getting 
to a championship event (was it the 
SuperBowl?) and losing, was like kissing 
your sister. Anyway, winter beach hunting 
can be like that, as the results don’t often 
reflect the ‘dream’ and the effort. However, 
sandsifting is still the ‘best game in town’, 
as normal dirt is usually frozen and often 
snow-covered. Wet sand is always 
diggable because the tidal action covers it 
twice a day with above-freezing salt 
water...or so I thought. 
   It was the first day in weeks where the 
temperature was supposed to get up near 
freezing. I layered-up and ventured down 
to Hammonassett Beach despite still 
feeling the affects of a cold - winter ‘house-
nuttiness’ will do that.  
   I knew the low tide was not very low, but 
my heart dropped as I walked out to survey 
the conditions. Even with the tide half out, 
the entire beach was covered with snow 
and ice, and I knew digging would be hard 
or impossible. But I and 2 others were 
blessed, as we noted a sliver of sand 
showing at the tide line, which should be 
diggable and which would widen slightly.  
   After about 11/2 hours, I had frozen 
fingers and $1.23, all modern - better than I 
had expected. Bruce Morris had the best 
find - an old silver ring with an amber-
colored stone. From the design and 
amount of environmental abrasion, I’d 
guess it was 60 or more years old. [It was 
good to see Bruce detecting again. It is 
something he loves, and was out of 
commission for a long while, recovering 
from surgery.] 
   I returned to the truck for a warm drink. 
However, the day was not done. This was 
SuperBowl Sunday, and Y.T.C.members 

Polar Bear Hunt Results! 
By Dave Gregorski 

   Mac (Richard MacRobbie) had scoped out the 
icy beach the day before, and picked an irregular 
sandy area near the parking lot for the hunt. A 
few members  buried 2200 coins (value ~$225) 
and 225 prize tokens in the shallow sand (it was 
frozen a few inches down). After a remembrance 
of Jack Hube, the co-founder of our club,  27 
eager detectorists went on the attack! (Even with 
earphones, you could still hear some beepin’ 
and squeakin’.) After 45 minutes or so, most 
decided there was nothing left, and those 
remaining soon returned to the picnic area for 
prize collection. 
   Pam Giannetti was so kind to bring a large 
crock of delicious sausage & peppers to share - 
still warm! Mac added some pizza. Everyone 
seemed to have a handful or two of modern 
coins (plus some surprises), and several people 
assisted in redeeming the prize tokens. The 
prize selection was as good as usual. 
   Mac then named the token for the Treasure 
Chest drawing - and Ken Gudernatch had it! 
(See January Probe, page 5, for details about 
how this works.) He chose one of the small 
penny-containing boxes, saying it ‘felt like the 
Indian’ - and it was! This was the second time in 
a row that someone has picked the Indian from 
among 10 pennies. What are the odds! [Actually, 
that’s 81 to 1 against.] 
   Courtney McQueen won her own treasure 
chest, donated by Eleanor Hube, for being the 
youngest detectorist. We were all glad to see 
Eleanor, who came down from the Cape for the 
day. Two silver dollar raffles brought some 
money back to the treasury. The air was chillier 
after we stood around for awhile, but the warmth 
of the group and the occasion compensated 
some. Thanks to those who donated prizes, and 
who helped out in various ways. Special thanks 
to Mac, who again did yeoman’s work in keeping 
a Y.T.C. tradition alive.  

Special notice to all levels of detectorists: 5 
tokens were left behind in the field! There was 
some machine cross-talk during the hunt, but it 
seems the culprits were mainly some nails and 
pieces of aluminum foil. [If we had known, 
maybe we could have changed tactics or 
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Bold, italics indicates the 
winners - submitted by Rick 

Browne, January, 2004 

Coins   
Gold / Silver   

Pre 1900 Bob Ellis 1662 Oaktree Shilling 
 Ray Dapkus 1800 Carolius III 8 Reales 
   
Post 1899 Steve Wente                                1908 Barber Dime 
 Carl Muller 1916 Mercury Dime 
 John McQueen 1944 Mercury Dime 
   

Other   
Pre 1900 Bruce Morris 1898 Indian Head cent 
   
Post 1899 Dave Gregorski 1903 Indian Head cent 
 Tony Cwikla 1902 Indian Head cent 
 Mark Sutcliffe 1906 Canadian cent 
 Ken Gudernatch 1926 Buffalo nickel 
 Vincent DiBattista 1979 Susan B. Anthony dollar 
   

Token No Entry   
   
Jewelry   

Gold Richard MacRobbie 1982 University of Tennessee class ring 
 Rick Browne 14K ring with clear stone 
 John McQueen 14K man's wedding band 
 Ken Gudernatch 10K wedding band 
   

Silver Joe Waldron Silver Claddaugh ring 
 Steve Gudernatch Silver "box" cross 
 Bruce Morris Silver "shrimp" dome ring 
 Bob Tulay Old silver ring with missing stone 
   

Other Dave Gregorski Old pin with yellow stone 
 Vincent DiBattista Boy Scout Tiger Cub pin 
   
Relic   

Toy Dave Gregorski Tootsie toy cannon 
 Rick Browne Hot Wheels 
 Joe Waldron 1993 Cadillac (Caddy) 
 Frank Lemasters Toy gun 
   

Military Tony Cwikla U.S. Navy Button 
 Ray Dapkus Civil War Union Infantry Button 
 Steve Wente 50 Cal. Musket ball 
   

Other Bob Tulay Colonial Coat Button 
 Vincent DiBattista 10800's button with flower design 
 Mike Giannetti Cell phone 
 Mark Sutcliffe Dress / skirt weight 
 Bruce Morris Ornate cufflinks 
 Ken Gudernatch Hutchesson stopper 
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By Rick Browne 

 Bob Ellis squeaked out a winner with his 1662 “sixpence size” Oaktree Shilling from an old farmyard. 
The farmer showed Bob where his own detected good finds came from, NOT. On Bob’s second day of 
hunting, he  heard his Whites sing out “DIG ME” for a winning entry. Bob said it was tuff to decide 
which coin to vote for, the eight reales or his shilling. We will never know, however his Shilling did win 
by a 5-vote margin. 
 
 Steve Wente found his 1908 Barber dime in a newly scraped area. Bulldozers have been known to 
uncover some very nice finds, at least to the point where an axe can dislodge a find from frozen earth. 
NOT a recommended practice, but sometimes an extreme method is necessary. 
 
 Bruce Morris has been lucky finding Indian Head cents during the past few months. This month’s 
entry, an 1898, came from a public park. Like all parks, it had been well detected. Somehow these 
parks just keep giving up finds as our equipment and knowledge of it gets better and keener. 
 
 Dave Gregorski’s 1903 Indian Head cent came from the front yard of a 1900’s home which he had 
detected many times before. However, his Minelab with a WOT seems to just keep on IDing deeper 
and deeper signals. 
 
 Richard MacRobbie hit the hard-digging rock area of a neighboring beach to dig a BS 1982 
University of Tennessee class ring. If only the beach would really open up! That would give Mac a 
reason to spend a night or two at the beach as he did a few years ago. Ah for the good old days! 
 
 Joe Waldron’s silver Claddaugh ring, which Joe identified on Google search, was dug up after his 
Whites read a penny at first. After retrieving the penny Joe had a quarter reading which yielded the 
Claddaugh ring. Always recheck your holes. Often there is a second signal, masked by the first. 
 
 Dave Gregorski hit Hammonasset after the big erosion. Dave hated to dig a 3-foot wide hole in his 
favorite beach, but his Minelab with the WOT attached told him to keep on digging. His winning entry, 
an old pin with a yellow stone, captured the eye of the majority of voters this month. 
 
 Dave Gregorski’s Tootsie toy cannon came from the same beach as Mac’s ’82 class ring. Dave’s 
persistence has cleaned many a beachfront. Someday if Dave ventures into the water and starts 
cleaning the water covered land, I, for one water detectorist, would be forced to find other areas to 
search. It sure is fun detecting with Dave. 
 
 Tony Cwikla finally got his winning U.S. Navy button correctly identified and in the correct category. 
Even missing its back the button was a beauty, just like his Whites detector told him! 
 
 Bob Tulay hit a winner this month with his cellar hole find. The Colonial button, with several hundred 
tooling marks, was very ornate and original. Bob is glad he never had a job where he would have to 
tool such a button...how boring…how special! Just like his new Coinstrike. I can’t wait to see the 
Coinstrike in action. 
 
 Bruce Morris’ unchosen “shrimp” ring was the winning Consolation Prize entry for the night. Odds are 
that IF you enter an item each meeting, that you will also be a winner of a Consolation Prize silver 
quarter. 
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Christmas Gold Ring Return 
By Mark Sutcliffe 

 
      It was a dark and rainy night about two weeks before Christmas. I was just sitting 
down to supper when the telephone rang. The chairman of the Christmas Tree Sales 
Committee for a local volunteer fire department was calling. During the last snowstorm, a 
customer at the tree lot had taken off her gloves, and one of her rings had come off as 
well. The ring had dropped into the snow and been plowed up into the snow banks at the 
edge of the parking lot. She was very upset at the prospect of losing part of her 
engagement set. She described it to the chairman as a gold ring with a ruby and 12 
diamonds. She had just received the ring a few weeks earlier. 
     Now the snow was melting from the rain, and the chairman was concerned that 
someone might eyeball the ring and not return it. I drove to the Christmas tree lot after 
supper, bundled up against the chill drizzle, and popped the battery pack into my trusty 
old White’s Eagle II SL. I began slowly scanning the snow banks, careful not to overlook 
any low-grade signals, since I didn’t know how large the ring was. 
    The first target was a corroded zinc penny, followed by a pulltab. Moments later, I got a 
firm round “pulltab” reading on the meter. One swipe of my trowel revealed a shiny gold 
ring in the snow. The chairman whooped for joy, bringing the other firemen running. The 
ring, a Josten’s, was 10kt yellow gold with a ruby in the center surrounded by 12 one-
point diamonds. The year “2003” was in gold across the top of the ruby and the inside of 
the band was fully engraved from him to her. 
     The chairman thanked me profusely and rushed off to call the woman. I am told that 
she was very grateful to get the ring back, although I received no acknowledgment from 
her. I like to think that I had a part in making someone’s Christmas a happy time. 
[Thanks to Mark for a wonderful Christmas story, and for his unselfish effort. And I hear 
(and have experienced it once myself ) that the return of a special item often does not 

Cut & Square Nail Collecting 
Cut nails (aka square nails): 
Originally these nails were made individually by blacksmiths from square iron rods. The rods were 
heated and the nailor would hammer all four sides of the softened end to form a point. The rod was 
then inserted into a hole in a nail header form or an anvil to create a head with several blows of a 
hammer. The blacksmith made these nails to augment his income when not doing work for customers. 
In the 1790s and early 1800s machines were developed to make the cut nails. Round nails began 
being produced in the 1880s. 
Ever wonder why nails are sized using the term "penny" (d) -- i.e. a 6d, 8d nail? Originally "penny" was 
used to denote prices per hundred in England (the pence). The larger nails cost the customer more 
pennies. Now "penny" is a measure of length. An 8d nail is 2 and 1/2 inches long. 
For Drawings of cut nails and more historic information, see the "Historic Preservation Research" site. 
Cut nails are still manufactured for woodcrafters and specialty construction projects. Visit "Tremont 
Nail" Company's web site and view their cut nail production mill and nail products. 
NOTE: Square nails do not split wood as readily as round nails.  To avoid splitting wood with round 
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   GREAT TRUTHS ABOUT LIFE THAT LITTLE CHILDREN HAVE LEARNED 

1) No matter how hard you try, you can't baptize cats. 
2) When your Mom is mad at your Dad, don't let her brush your hair. 
3) If your sister hits you, don't hit her back. They always catch the second person. 
4) Never ask your 3-year old brother to hold a tomato. 
5) You can't trust dogs to watch your food. 
6) Don't sneeze when someone is cutting your hair. 
7) Never hold a Dust-Buster and a cat at the same time. 
8) You can't hide a piece of broccoli in a glass of milk. 
9) Don't wear polka-dot underwear under white shorts. 
10) The best place to be when you're sad is Grandpa's lap. 
GREAT TRUTHS ABOUT LIFE THAT ADULTS HAVE LEARNED: 
 1) Raising teenagers is like nailing Jell-O to a tree. 
 2) Wrinkles don't hurt. 
 3) Families are like fudge . . . mostly sweet, with a few nuts. 
 4) Today's mighty oak is just yesterday's nut that held its ground. 
 5) Laughing is good exercise. It's like jogging on the inside. 
 6) Middle age is when you choose your cereal for the fiber, not the toy. 
GREAT TRUTHS ABOUT GROWING OLD: 
 1) Growing old is mandatory; growing up is optional. 
 2) Forget the health food.- I need all the preservatives I can get. 
 3) When you fall down, you wonder what else you can do while you're down there. 
 4) You're getting old when the sensation from a rocking chair is the same that you once got from a 
roller coaster. 
 5) It's frustrating when you know all the answers, but nobody bothers to  ask you the questions. 
 6) Time may be a great healer, but it's a lousy beautician. 
 7) Wisdom comes with age, but sometimes age comes alone. 
THE FOUR STAGES OF LIFE: 
 1) You believe in Santa Claus. 
 2) You don't believe in Santa Claus. 
 3) You are Santa Claus. 
 4) You look like Santa Claus. 
SUCCESS: 
At age 4 success is . . . . not peeing in your pants. 
At age 12 success is . . . having friends. 
At age 16 success is . . . having a drivers license. 
At age 20 success is . . . having sex. 
At age 35 success is . . . having money. 
At age 50 success is . . . having money. 
At age 60 success is . . . having sex. 
At age 70 success is . . . having a drivers license. 
At age 75 success is . . . having friends. 
At age 80 success is . . . not peeing in your pants. 
 
 Pass this on to someone who could use a laugh. Every day of our lives we make deposits into the 
memory banks of those around us.  [I don’t remember where I got this - thanks if someone sent it 
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UPCOMING EVENTS/HUNTS 

2004 Garrett Club Program: Please register all Garrett metal detectors purchased or received 
as gifts during 2004, with Garrett. If you make them aware that you are a member of YTC, 
Garrett will credit the club with 10% of the purchase price.  Obtain an application form from 
any YTC officer. This credit is used to procure the yearly Freedom Ace Give-A-Way detector. 
This is an easy and effective way to support your club! 

February 22 (Sunday) - Coin Show @ the Polish National Home, 60 Charter Oak Ave., 
Hartford. Free admission and parking - call 860-247-1784 for details. Doors open at 9 A.M. 

March 14 (Sunday) - Y.T.C. ‘fun hunt’ - see page 4 for details. 
 
March 28 (Sunday) - 31st annual Coin Show; 70 tables - Willimantic, Prospect St. School gym. 
9-4, free admission.  233 Prospect St, corner of High St. - sponsored by the Mansfield 
Numismatic Society. 

April 23-25 (Friday-Sunday)- 11th annual BONE (Best of the Northeast) - see below. 

For Sale 
Compass Depth Doubler - purchased around 1994 and used only once. Retail price 
was $465. If interested, please make an offer to: Eleanor Hube, 1-508-760-2100,  
e-mail  jetrhub@gis.net 
 
GARRETT SEAHUNTER XL-200 PULSE - Complete w/headphones, coil cover, 
charger, & owner's manual. All Ni-Cads replaced. Everything works great. $200/BO. 
             Bob Tulay  860-659-3629. 

The 11th annual Best O' North East (BONE) Treasure Hunters & 
Prospectors Convention is April 23 to 25th. The Hobby Show is April 24, 

2004, 9:am to 4:pm, at the Keene, New Hampshire Recreation Center, 
Washington St., Keene, NH. 

 
This event is well-attended, and includes dinners, exhibits, seminars, 
commercial booths/tables, and various hunts. All you ever wanted re. 

detecting and panning, all in one spot! Several Y.T.C. members usually 
attend , and stay over in Keene.  

Book early so you can get a reasonable room rate.  
George Streeter runs the show, and call or visit his website for details. 

All information   603/357-0607   george.streeter@verizon.net 
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Minutes of Yankee Territory Coinshooters meeting, February 10, 2004: 
 
 The monthly meeting was called to order at 7:10 p.m. with 37 members and 2 guests present. 
Due to a broken pipe flooding the basement of the East Hartford Public Library, the meeting was 
held in the day room of the Manchester Fire Department in Manchester. Members were notified 
of the last-minute change by telephone and e-mail. The Secretary requests that any member who 
did not receive an e-mail notice but has e-mail and would like to receive notices from YTC to 
contact him at MSUTCL1776@aol.com. The club’s e-mail addresses are only accessible to the 
members for non-commercial purposes and are never sold. 
The Secretary’s Report was accepted as published. 
The Treasurer’s Report was accepted as read with a balance of $1,047.94 plus silver inventory of 
$173.44 at purchase cost. 
Announcements: 
We received a note of thanks from the Channel 3 Kids Camp for our donation (see page 4). 
We received a letter from FMDAC President Duane Biller wondering why our club hasn’t rejoined 
the Federation. But we have been members continuously since 1984. 
Tony Cwikla offered 2004 Garrett calendars for a $1 donation to the Treasure Chest. 
Raffle tickets to benefit St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital and the Best O’ North East 11 
Treasure Show are available from Mark Sutcliffe. 
Current paid-up membership stands at 64 including 5 new members. 15 members have not 
renewed their dues and did not receive a February newsletter. 
Rick Browne already has Summer 2004 Tide Charts available. 
Old Business: 
Huntmaster Richard MacRobbie reported on the Jack P. Hube Memorial Polar Bear Hunt held on 
a bitterly cold day at Hammonassett. Mac buried 2400 targets on the beach including $225 face 
value of clad coins. 27 members attended. From each $12 hunt fee, $9 went into the ground in 
the form of clad coins, while $3 plus the club’s $75 contribution paid for prizes and silver coins. 
The event made a profit of $28 for the club. A few tokens were not recovered, including a token 
for two lottery tickets. They were added to the 50/50 Raffle. Ken Gudernatch won the Treasure 
Chest. He also found the token (Bermuda dime) good for a commercial Waring Blendor cocktail 
mixer set. Courtney McQueen got a small treasure chest donated by Eleanor Hube for being the 
youngest member in attendance. Nancy Webb also received a prize from Eleanor to compensate 
for finding the fewest tokens (none). In the raffles, Vince DiBattista and Bruce Woodard each won 
a Morgan Dollar. 
Members were reminded of the club elections coming in March. Jim Groom has had to relinquish 
his post as Librarian due to job conflicts. John McQueen volunteered to take on the position. 
Dave Gregorski announced that the Gold Coin Raffle is in the black as of the January meeting. 
Drawing will be held at the March meeting. 
Ken Gudernatch, Dave Gregorski, Mark Sutcliffe, John and Courtney McQueen, Vince DiBattista, 
Bob Tulay, Ray Dapkus, and Richard MacRobbie displayed their best finds of 2004. 
Challenge master Dave Gregorski announced that he has already attained Level 1 for 2004 and 
donated his silver dime prize to the Treasure Chest. 
In the Attendance Drawing for 4 silver quarters, Shawn Anderson was absent; Courtney 
McQueen won a silver dime. 
Ken Krivanec won the 50/50 Raffle and Bob Tulay won the raffle tickets from the hunt. Dave 
Gregorski and Tony Cwikla each won an uncirculated state quarter. 
Lenny Papineau won the 1921 Morgan Dollar Raffle. 
The meeting adjourned at 9:01 p.m.  



- 3 - 

March 
 

                            YTC Officers 
 
President, Chuck Anderson        944-9558   
         {nlsanderson@sbcglobalnet.net}  
         
Vice President, Bruce Morris         212-2276 
                {brm1956@netzero.net}
                              
Secretary, Mark Sutcliffe                  860-647-7541  
                                      {Msutcl 1776@aol.com} 
 
Treasurer, Vince DiBattista              860-666-0270 
     {VDibattist@aol.com} 
 
Newsletter, Dave Gregorski               860-742-5836 
                                      {DGRookie@aol.com} 

Yankee Territory Coinshooters 
Code of Ethics 

Respect the rights and property of others. 
Never destroy historical or archeological artifacts. 
Observe all laws, whether national, state, or local. 
Aid law enforcement officials whenever possible. 

Leave the land and vegetation as it was. 
FILL IN ALL HOLES. 

Remove all trash and litter, take it with you when you 
leave. 

Remember that all coinshooters may be judged by the 
example YOU set. Always conduct yourself with 

courtesy and consideration toward others. 

FMDAC 
2004 Virginia Beach Spring Convention                                                                                    

Special Saturday Morning Hunt 
Saturday May 1, 2004 

8:00 AM Sharp 
Entry Fee $20.00 

Contact Mark Sutcliffe for details. 

T.C.  Metal Detectors 
Authorized dealer for Fisher, Tesoro, Minelab, 
Garrett, Troy, Bounty Hunter, Detectorpro, 

Lesche, RTG, and more 

Tony Cwikla, 23 Cornwall Drive,  
Windsor Locks, CT  06096 

860-623-1153 or  860-916-2506 
{29 years experience, oldest, largest dealer in the area} 

Member: Y.T.C., FMDAC 
Special discounts for members! 

FAX: 860-627-0593;  e-mail:  
CAPACTION@aol.com 

 
We also carry a full line of books, digging tools, sand 
scoops, headphones, extra coils, bags, pouches, etc. 

 
- We use what we sell and give expert advice free of charge. - 

Why not come in and see what we’re finding !! 

METAL DETECTORS and ACCESSORIES  

J & E ENTERPRISES of  
S. Yarmouth  

Factory Authorized Dealer for Fisher, Garrett, 
Minelab, Tesoro, & Whites. Coiltek coils, Covers, 
Headphones, Beach & Water Scoops, Books, Etc., 

Eleanor Hube, 54 Old Main St. at Forest Rd. 
South Yarmouth, MA 02664 

1-508-760-2100 
Fax: 1-508-760-3738;  e-mail,  jetrhub@gis.net 
(Founding member of Yankee Territory Coinshooters) 

SALES, SERVICE & RENTALS 
Accepts Discover, Mastercard and Visa 

Will ship UPS 

(Special consideration for Y.T.C. members.) 
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Future ‘Fun Hunts’ 
 Hope to see you on Sunday, March 14, at the 
Clinton Town Beach. Details and directions are 

in the February Probe. Call Dave Gregorski with 
questions. 

‘Polar Bear’ P.S. 
   A correction is necessary, re. ‘missing’ 
tokens. Three such tokens were 
inadvertently squirreled away by 2 members 
- they were returned to Mac at the February 
meeting, and the appropriate prizes were 
awarded. That means that still, 2 tokens 
were left in the hunt field by 27 ‘bears’. 
   Several members detected the area a few 
days after the hunt, and Mac turned up one 
numbered token. I decided to use my 
Minelab, as it tends to find targets around 
iron (there were many nails in the field). I 
reduced the sensitivity and swept VERY 
slowly, to minimize the effect of the nails. In 
an hour, I found 95 cents, and no tokens. 3 
dimes were ‘natural’ finds, including a Merc, 
buried about 4 inches down, ‘sandwiched’ 

A ‘Thank You’ Letter to Y.T.C. 
Dear Friends, 
Your donation of $50 is greatly appreciated. 
...these gifts make it possible for us to 
provide CT children an extraordinary camp 
experience that otherwise would be 
unattainable. 
This summer, over 750 young people in CT 
will come to Channel 3 Kids Camp for a 
fun-filled session. They’ll swim, run, hike, 
learn, play, sing, dance, create, climb, and 
camp out under the stars, all while living and 
sharing with other children from all over the 
state. Without generous donors, such as 
yourself, none of this would be possible. 
Thank you.  

POCKET CHANGE 
 
 One of my New Year’s resolutions this year 
is to simplify my life somewhat. I plan to stop 
keeping track of every coin I have found 
since I started detecting 22 years ago and I 
have summarized the following stats. I only 
counted the “keepers” – those that I cleaned 
and brought to the bank or “donated” to the 
Indian casinos. This hobby is very 
rewarding; however, you will not get rich as 
the stats show: 
Cents = 29,481 
Nickels = 9,820 
Dimes = 15,646 
Quarters = 12,169 
Halves = 70 
Dollars = 23 
 
 Total = 67,209 coins @ $5,450.66 for 5,009 
hours of detecting. I have averaged 228 
hours per year at a rate of $1.09 per hour. 
Sixty-two percent of those hours were water 
detecting. In addition to the above, I have 
eye-balled the following paper money while 
detecting.                                                                          
 One dollar bill = 28 
 Five dollar bill = 6 
 Ten dollar bill = 3 
 
 The Mole 
[Thanks for sharing. As has been mentioned 
by others, it’s not about the money. Getting 
‘pocket change’ does make it a little more 
entertaining, and the occasional gold/silver 
ring, old coin, or interesting relic certainly 
make it more so. Fresh air, exercise, and 
especially detecting friendships add a lot 

What is 
this? And 
where? 

See page 
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    Pictures… 
   Thanks to Ken Gudernatch for sharing 
some pics he took at Hammonassett Beach 
in Madison (where we had the Polar Bear 
hunt). For those who hunt beaches only in 
the warmer months, the ‘look’ of the beach 
may be a shock.  
   Especially this year, much sand has been 
removed by wind and tidal action. You can 
see the remains of an old boardwalk - which 
mean that slowly, the beach is receding (I’ve 
seen postcards of the early beach). There is 
underlying clay showing, along with some 
challenging ‘black sand’ which is actually 
red. And nails. 
   Several times this winter, DEP brought in 
bulldozers/pay loaders to bring sand up from 
the water, to refill the upper beach. They 
were concerned that another unusual tide/
wind event might jeopardize the current 

Estimating Tidal Rate 
Generally, tides rise and fall in a 6-hour 
cycle; i.e., a high tide will be followed roughly 
6 hours later by a low tide. The following 
may be helpful for waterhunters who are 
detecting a sandbar, to prevent being 
stranded by an incoming tide. 
First hour – 1/12 *  Fourth hour – 3/12 
Second hour – 2/12  Fifth hour – 2/12 
Third hour – 3/12  Sixth hour – 1/12 

[Submitted by Ken Gudernatch, from 
Eldridge’s tide/navigation book.] 

State Quarter Round-up 
   If you purchase a metal detector in 2004, 
from J&E Enterprises, you are 
automatically entered in this activity. It’s not 
competitive (except maybe with yourself), 
and a trophy will be awarded after the end 
of 2004 to all those who have undertaken 
the challenge.     
   The ‘round-up’ involves trying to get as 
many different state quarters as you can. 
(By the end of 2004, there will have been 
30 different State quarters issued for 
circulation.) Dave Gregorski has blank 
forms for your record-keeping, which 
should answer most questions. The 
completed form would be submitted to 
Eleanor Hube, who will answer any 
remaining questions, if you contact her 

Thanks to a Y.T.C. member (Mark?) for adding a 
‘special touch’ to this cartoon. Sorry I didn’t keep 
better records. I’ve gotten a lot of help lately in 
getting material for your Probe.    Ed. 
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Bold, italics indicates the 
winners - submitted by Rick 

Browne, February, 2004 

Coins   
Gold / Silver   

Pre 1900 N  o     E  n  t  r  y   
     
Post 1899      Dave Gregorski    1910 Barber dime 
      Ken Gudernatch    192?  Mercury dime 
      Tony Cwikla    1920 Mercury dime 
     

Other   
Pre 1900 N  o     E  n  t  r  y   
     
Post 1899 N  o     E  n  t  r  y   
   

Token N  o     E  n  t  r  y   
   
     

Jewelry   
Gold      Vincent DiBattista    10K gold cross ring with diamond 

      Tony Cwikla    Gold ring with 2 diamonds 
   

Silver      Bruce Morris    "Chunky little ring" , silver with stone 
      Dave Gregorski    Silver ring 
     
   

Other      Ken Gudernatch    Titanium wedding ring 
   
     

Relic   
Toy      Ken Gudernatch    Lead Lady 

     
                       Military                 N o     E  n  t  r  y  
     
                          Other      Dave Gregorski    Button with anchor design 
      Tony Cwikla     Key 
     

For Sale 
COMPASS DEPTH-DOUBLER - purchased around 1994 and used only once. Retail price 
was $465. If interested, please make an offer to: Eleanor Hube, 1-508-760-2100,  
e-mail  jetrhub@gis.net 
 
GARRETT SEAHUNTER XL-200 PULSE - Complete w/headphones, coil cover, charger, 
& owner's manual. All Ni-Cads replaced. Everything works great. $200/BO. 
             Bob Tulay  860-659-3629. 
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By Rick Browne 

Dave Gregorski with only his WOT to keep him warm and company, braved the cold and ice pack to 
dig at least one entry for each category this month. He succeeded in hearing a 1910 Barber dime’s 
call from a depth of 5 inches amongst the rocks. Good enough for start at winning a hat trick! 
 
 Vincent DiBattista on another lucky day following Dave Gregorski around, had to dig but 2 inches 
after his Whites alerted him to the presence of his winning gold cross ring with a diamond. He is 
loving the sand cuts of the winter tides and what Dave leaves behind. 
 
 Bruce Morris loves the sound of a silver ring, especially when they are a “little chunky” and there 
are 27 Y.T.C. members standing by.. He really loves the fun and friendship he experiences while 
detecting. He also enjoys following Dave Gregorski while detecting, as most of us do. 
 
 Ken Gudernatch while sand sifting dug a silverish looking ring but did not know what he had until he 
got home. Now he knows what he found and everyone has a target to try their machine against to 
“hear the sound” of TITANIUM. The FIRST TITANIUM ring that has found it’s way to the FOM table. 
Thanks to a low tide and off shore winds Ken was able to get to the area without getting his feet wet. 
Offers were made to show how it would spark when ground or what its specific gravity was. We 
thought the Troy detectors were hot on gold, now we have proof they can seek out TITANIUM also. 
 
 Ken Gudernatch went from finding Titanium with a Troy to finding Lead with a Fisher. The “lead 
lady” now removed from her 5-inch bed of salt and sand is seeing better days. Ken will ensure she 
has a fine place amongst his many other lead friends, even if she is a bit hollow and does not grant 
Ken a wish or two. 
 
 Dave Gregorski after getting eked out of a hat trick came back strong with an old button with an 
anchor embossed on it. That Minelab with the 15 inch WOT just keeps on singing out on small, deep 
targets. 
 
 Dave Gregorski wanting to win three categories was given the chance to pull the losing (winning) 

WRECKAGE NEAR VERO BEACH COULD BE A SPANISH GALLEON 
 
 A research crew that found a sunken cannon last summer now says it could belong to a 1715 
Spanish treasure ship. Company divers recently found granite rocks that ships used to 
stabilize hulls, which could mean the crew found the lower portion of a ship. 
Rob Westrick, an archaeologist with Historical Research and Development Inc. of Fort Pierce, 
said the discovery north of Vero Beach could be the first such find in four decades. 
A hurricane hit 11 armed Spanish galleons that left Havana in July 1715, full of New World 
wealth and bound for Spain. The ships reportedly carried silver and gold from Spain's Central 
and South American colonies and fine Chinese porcelain from Spain's Philippine colony. 
 
 From the Associated Press, submitted by David M. Wolan. 
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Shipwreck May Carry Gold Fortune 

   A 19th century shipwreck, said to be carrying 20,000 gold $20 double eagles and 
other ‘specie’, has been found at the bottom of the Atlantic Ocean. Odyssey marine 
Explorations, Inc. said August 16 (2003) it had found the wreck of the Republic, lost at 
sea on October 25, 1865, after foundering during a hurricane. The remains were found 
off the southeast coast of the U.S. 
   The ship left New York on Oct. 18. On the morning of the 23rd, it encountered an 
east-northeasterly gale. By evening, the gale had become a “perfect hurricane’. When 
the wind shifted, a heavy cross-sea resulted. Within the next 24 hours, the ship’s 
paddlewheels failed, the boiler powering the bilge pumps failed, and passengers and 
crew abandoned ship. About 15 of the ~80 people were lost.  
The Republic was built in 1853, made of oak and iron. It was formerly named the SS 
Tennessee and then the USS Mobile. It had both steam engines and sails for power. 
The hull was sheathed in copper to preserve the wood.  
   The firm said contemporary accounts indicated that the cargo was bound from New 
York City to New Orleans to help shore up the Southern city’s economy in the post Civil 
War era. If Odyssey’s identification of the shipwreck is confirmed...the coins (possibly 
$400,000 face value) could be worth as much as $150 million. An Odyssey official said 
that the company already has negotiated a settlement with the insurance companies 
that initially settled the loss claims. They will share in the profits from the recovery.  
   Such recovery and commercial sale of artifacts has increasingly pitted treasure 
salvage companies against archeologists. Some are attempting to reach a middle 
ground, protecting irreplaceable cultural artifacts but allowing commercial sale of 
goods, such as coins. There will no doubt be further discussion about what constitutes 
‘cultural artifacts’, and what may be called ‘trade goods’.  

Silver 
   Silver has been known and used for thousands of years and was believed to have magical properties 
which could promote healing and bring good luck. In ancient times, silver was used for jewelry, 
ornaments, utensils, and as a substance that could be bartered for other items. This belief that silver had 
an underlying ‘value’ led eventually to its use as the basis for monetary systems such as that of the 
Roman Empire and as a means of paying for international trade. 
   The discovery during the 18th and 19th centuries of large silver deposits in the New World, however, 
resulted in the conversion of most monetary systems to the gold standard. Despite the loss of its status 
as the basis for the world’s monetary systems, the belief in the value of silver remained. Until the 
Industrial Revolution only the elite were allowed to wear silver jewelry.  
   In 1990, silver was produced by at least 55 countries – Mexico being the largest producer, followed by the 
United States. Silver is the most reflective and affordable of the precious metals. Its lower price permits 
bold, innovative looks. Sterling silver is the standard of quality for articles containing 92.5 % silver and 
7.5 % copper. (Foreign standards are .935, European, .800, French, and .880 or .840 for Russia.) 
[From the Treasure Hunter’s Gazette, August/September, 2002.] 
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More  New Hampshire’s Lost Treasures 
Marie Antoinette's $1 million necklace lies in the cold waters of the Pennichuck Brook just a few 
miles from downtown Nashua, New Hampshire. Near Colebrook in Coos County, far in the 
northern regions of the state and quite distant from the sea, some of Captain Kidd's treasure is said 
to have been buried, and "old coins have been found." If so, there is a remote possibility that such a 
cache could have or still does include Massachusetts silver coins. However, it is difficult to imagine 
that Captain Kidd would have spent a week or more journeying to this remote inland location after 
he anchored his ship on the New Hampshire coast. 
Governor John Wentworth is said by some to have buried $25,000 in coins and silverware near 
Portsmouth, presumably before fleeing to the north during the perilous times of the Revolutionary 
War. It is known that Wentworth was a man of considerable wealth. Separately, the site of his 
summer home on the shore of the body of water that today bears his name, Lake Wentworth, in 
Wolfeboro, New Hampshire, has been a prime archaeological focal point for many years. Various 
small British coins and numerous artifacts have been located there, and today a small local 
association supports its heritage. Despite reading several accounts, the author has never located any 
reliable reports of his having hidden any treasure, but anything is possible. 
The Isles of Shoals off the coast of New Hampshire and just about every landing along the state's 
short (about 17 miles) seacoast have been long regarded as prime sources for hunting pirate 
treasure, although little has actually been found there. This offshore group includes Smuttynose 
Island, said to be a particularly rich possibility for many pirates, including in particular Jack Quelch, 
who thought this was a great location to bury silver and gold (if after a search there, a treasure 
seeker is in need of a libation, some Old Brown Dog Ale made by the Smuttynose Brewing Co. in 
nearby Portsmouth can offer succor).  
Ned Low and William Fly were two other pirates who liked the area. Cotton Mather, the 
Massachusetts diarist and prominent justice, recorded that Fly's career was especially bloodthirsty, 
but lasted only 35 days before he was tried and hanged in Boston, where Fly helped the hangman tie 
the knot for his neck. Appledore Island, not far away, is said to be laden with treasure just waiting 
to be found, although a lot of people have tried. Ditto for Star Island. Londoner Island, later called 
Lunging Island, is where Blackbeard is said to have buried treasure, on the side of the island facing 
the Star Island Hotel across the water; Blackbeard is said to have had 14 wives and a bevy of 
concubines, apparently a treasure of another sort. The lower reaches of the Piscataqua River, which 
empties into the Atlantic at Portsmouth, are said to be where Samuel Bellamy cached some supplies 
& possibly coins. 

[From the Treasure Hunters Gazette, Jan. 23, 2004.] 

Oh No! 
2003 witnessed the continuing drop in circulating coinage production, especially for the State 
quarter dollars. The 12-billion-plus figure [all coins] represents a 17% drop from the 14.4 
billion coins struck in calendar year 2002. 2003’s circulation is 57 percent below the U.S. 
Mint’s record circulation output in 2000 of 28 billion coins.  
[From Coin World, Jan. 5, 2004. Let’s keep helping out the mint by cleaning/recycling the 
coins we dig up! The pennies alone should allay any shortage worries.   (-:   ]  
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UPCOMING EVENTS/HUNTS 

2004 Garrett Club Program: Please register all Garrett metal detectors purchased or received 
as gifts during 2004, with Garrett. If you make them aware that you are a member of YTC, 
Garrett will credit the club with 10% of the purchase price.  Obtain an application form from 
any YTC officer. This credit is used to procure the yearly Freedom Ace Give-A-Way detector. 
This is an easy and effective way to support your club! 

March 14 (Sunday) - Y.T.C. ‘fun hunt’ - see page 4 for details. 

March 28 (Sunday) - 31st annual Coin Show; 70 tables - Willimantic, Prospect St. School 
gym. 9-4, free admission.  233 Prospect St, corner of High St. - sponsored by the Mansfield 
Numismatic Society. 

April 23-25 (Friday-Sunday)- 11th annual BONE (Best of the Northeast) - see below. 

April 25  (Sunday) - Coin Show @ the Polish National Home, 60 Charter Oak Ave., Hartford. 
Free admission and parking - call 860-247-1784 for details. Doors open at 9 A.M.   

April 25 -  MTHA hunt - see below.       

The 11th annual Best O' North East (BONE) Treasure Hunters & 
Prospectors Convention is April 23 to 25th. The Hobby Show is April 24, 

2004, 9:am to 4:pm, at the Keene, New Hampshire Recreation Center, 
Washington St., Keene, NH. 

 
This event is well-attended, and includes dinners, exhibits, seminars, 
commercial booths/tables, and various hunts. All you ever wanted re. 

detecting and panning, all in one spot! Several Y.T.C. members usually 
attend , and stay over in Keene.  

Book early so you can get a reasonable room rate.  
George Streeter runs the show, and call or visit his website for details. 

MTHA Annual Open Hunt 
Held on Sunday, April 25, at Houghton Pond, Milton, MA. Four separate hunts.  

NO sand scoops or sieve-baskets - only digging trowels or knives allowed.  
Prizes and raffles - top prize, a new Whites detector. 

$35 if prepaid by April 8, otherwise $45 at hunt.   
For more info., call John Govoni at (781)-891-0288. 

Contact Dave Gregorski (Y.T.C.) for an application and directions. 
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Minutes of Yankee Territory Coinshooters Meeting March 9, 2004: 
 
 The meeting was called to order at 7:15 p.m. with 32 members and 2 guests present. 
The Secretary’s Report was accepted as published. 
The Treasurer’s Report was accepted as read with a balance of $1,162.93 plus silver inventory of 

$157.81 at purchase cost. 
Announcements: 
FMDAC membership cards have arrived for those who paid the dues. 
FMDAC raffle tickets are available from Mark Sutcliffe. 
Raffle tickets to support the B.O.N.E. treasure show and St. Jude’s Research Hospital are also 

available from Mark. 
Old Business: 
None. 
New Business: 
A motion was made and passed unanimously to pay $367.00 for liability insurance. 
There will be a Club Outing at Clinton Beach on March 14th. 
There will be a Club Outing in a Bolton farm field on April 18th. See page 4. 
The April program will be a presentation on Internet Detecting by Bruce Morris. 
We are looking for a speaker for May. 
The June program will be best career finds. 
Elections were held and the current officers were re-elected without opposition. They are 
President: Chuck Anderson, Vice President: Bruce Morris, Secretary: Mark Sutcliffe, Treasurer: 
Vince DiBattista. 
Volunteer positions are filled as follows: Newsletter Editor: Dave Gregorski, Newsletter Publisher: 
Mark Sutcliffe, Refreshments: Tony Cwikla, Raffles: Anita and John Hubley, Librarian: John 
McQueen, Find-of-the-Month: Rick Browne, Challenge: Dave Gregorski, Huntmaster: Richard 
MacRobbie. 
Chuck Anderson thanked the officers and volunteers for their service in the past year. 
Mike Giannetti won the 1926-S Peace dollar Raffle. 
Joe Waldron won the 50/50 Raffle. 
The Gold Coin Raffle was drawn: 
1906-D $5.00 US Gold Piece, Ext. Fine condition: Everett Berube 
2001 1/10 oz. US Gold Bullion Coin: Ron DiMauro 
1875 Seated Liberty Dime in Fine+ condition: Chuck Anderson 
2003 1 oz. US Silver Bullion Round: Chuck Anderson 
1964 Quebec Canada Commemorative Silver Dollar: Nancy Webb 
In the Attendance Drawing for 5 silver quarters: Bill Polzun was absent, Bob Cwikla won a silver 
dime. 
Challenge Master Dave Gregorski announced that he had attained Level 2 and donated the silver 
quarter prize to the Treasure Chest. Rick Browne received a silver dime for reaching Level 1. 
Rick Browne showed off a toy metal detector he found in WalMart for $19.99. It has a depth 

capability of about a ¼ inch and comes with a supply of fake coins. 

Welcome to these new Y.T.C. members... 
Bob Cwikla of Enfield, Ron DiMauro of Rocky Hill,   

Jacques & Pauline Genesse of Columbia,  
Lisa Helme of Tolland. 
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Yankee Territory Coinshooters 
Code of Ethics 

Respect the rights and property of others. 
Never destroy historical or archeological artifacts. 
Observe all laws, whether national, state, or local. 
Aid law enforcement officials whenever possible. 

Leave the land and vegetation as it was. 
FILL IN ALL HOLES. 

Remove all trash and litter, take it with you when you 
leave. 

Remember that all coinshooters may be judged by the 
example YOU set. Always conduct yourself with 

courtesy and consideration toward others. 

                            YTC Officers 
 
President, Chuck Anderson        944-9558   
         {nlsanderson@sbcglobalnet.net}  
         
Vice President, Bruce Morris       212-2276 
                {brm1956@netzero.net}
                              
Secretary, Mark Sutcliffe          860-647-7541  
                                      {Msutcl 1776@aol.com} 
 
Treasurer, Vince DiBattista       860-666-0270 
     {VDibattist@aol.com} 
 
Newsletter, Dave Gregorski      860-742-5836 
                                      {DGRookie@aol.com} 

METAL DETECTORS and ACCESSORIES  

J & E ENTERPRISES of  
S. Yarmouth  

Factory Authorized Dealer for Fisher, Garrett, 
Minelab, Tesoro, & Whites. Coiltek coils, Covers, 
Headphones, Beach & Water Scoops, Books, Etc., 

Eleanor Hube, 54 Old Main St. at Forest Rd. 
South Yarmouth, MA 02664 

1-508-760-2100 
Fax: 1-508-760-3738;  e-mail,  jetrhub@gis.net 
(Founding member of Yankee Territory Coinshooters) 

SALES, SERVICE & RENTALS 
Accepts Discover, Mastercard and Visa 

Will ship UPS 

(Special consideration for Y.T.C. members.) 

T.C.  Metal Detectors 
Authorized dealer for Fisher, Tesoro, Minelab, 
Garrett, Troy, Bounty Hunter, Detectorpro, 

Lesche, RTG, and more 

Tony Cwikla, 23 Cornwall Drive,  
Windsor Locks, CT  06096 

860-623-1153 or  860-916-2506 
{29 years experience, oldest, largest dealer in the area} 

Member: Y.T.C., FMDAC 
Special discounts for members! 

FAX: 860-627-0593;  e-mail:  
CAPACTION@aol.com 

 
We also carry a full line of books, digging tools, sand 
scoops, headphones, extra coils, bags, pouches, etc. 

 
- We use what we sell and give expert advice free of charge. - 

Why not come in and see what we’re finding !! 
 

Our Congratulations… 
...to Beth and Y.T.C. member 

Tony Cwikla, who were 
married on March 20.  
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Future ‘Fun Hunts’ 
Club Outing in Bolton, Sunday April 18th 

We have received permission to detect the old 
Peracchio Farm property in Bolton that the Town 
has purchased for open space and commercial 
development. We will be concentrating our efforts 
on an open 7½ acre field just north of a mid-18th 
Century house owned by the Tessier Family at 40 
West Street (Route 85) in Bolton. The field is 
mowed clean, with no brush or tall grass and will 
be sold by the Town for commercial development 
later this year. We can keep whatever we find. 
Some prizes will be awarded for special finds. 
Requirements: Ground cloth (to put dirt on) and 
trash apron or pouch. All holes must be properly 
refilled and all trash removed. Tick repellant is 
probably a good idea. 
New member Bill Viot of 31 Bayberry Lane in 
Bolton (860) 643-4659 has graciously offered to 
let us picnic at his house after the outing. He will 
supply non-carbonated soft drinks and a grill for 
anyone who would like to bring hotdogs or 
burgers. Bring your own picnic lunch and/or 
something to share. 
Time: Sunday April 18th from 9:00 a.m. to noon. 
Directions: Bolton is east of Manchester in 
Tolland County. From Routes 6 & 44 in Bolton, 
take Route 85 south for about 2 miles, perhaps a 
bit more. Beware the sharp 90º right-hand turn! 
Look for the Tessier’s Nursery sign on the left at 
the intersection of West St. and Loomis Rd. Turn 
around and backtrack a little to get to the hunt 
field. 
From points south of Bolton: Take Route 85 
north. Go about 2½ miles past Gay City State 
Park and look for the Tessier’s Nursery sign on 
the right at the corner of West St. and Loomis Rd. 
The field is just past Tessier’s on the right. 

Year’s First Y.T.C. Fun Hunt 
By Dave Gregorski 

Arriving at the narrow bridge leading to the Clinton 
Town Beach, my anxiety level spiked - the gate was 
closed and locked! I had never seen this before,  and a 
line of ’Y.T.C. vehicles’ was already waiting in 
perplexed fashion. ( I had hunted this beach before, 
but my records indicated that this was only the second 
club fun hunt here.). Two ’locals’ were kind enough 
to phone the police, and within 10 minutes (seemed 
like forever)  an officer came to unlock the gate. 
(They normally open it at 6 A.M….per the sign.) 

The March 14 hunt began with the temperature in the 
low 30’s, but it warmed up quickly. (At least it 
seemed so, digging targets out of that glop. ) Around 
25 members showed up, a great turn-out.  

Two+ hours later, found jewelry was spread out for 
viewing. I was pleased and surprised at the quality of 
the finds (we would not have done as well at 
Hammonassett). There were 2 gold rings, 3 silver 
ones, an official silver PGA ’hole-in-one’ award 
medal, and a nice silver chain. Most were found in 
dry sand! The coin finds were not as good as last year 
- a few Wheaties and a Merc. One member did come 
up with a whopping total of 35 modern coins. 
(Another member had heart palpitations when he 
uncovered what looked like a ~250 year old Spanish 
copper...until he saw the tiny stamped word, “copy”. 
How cruel!) Ten scratch tickets were awarded for 
specific categories, and for other interesting finds. (Of 
note - at least 4 musket balls were found, a reminder 
of the ’age’ of the area.) 

The water/mud hunters were unable to get to the 
usual ’good’ areas, because the mud made every 
attempt to suck our boots off. You didn’t dare stand 
in one spot too long, unless you wanted to be a 
permanent part of the inter-tidal zone. Another treat 
was the gas from decomposing critters and plants, 
bubbling up after being trapped for a few centuries. 
(Maybe even an early detectorist...no, I won’t go 
there.)  
Thanks to all who attended. It was nice to see 
members old and new, sharing in a hobby we love. 
See pics on page 5, taken by Rick Browne.  
P.S. A few people went to Lenny & Joe’s afterward, 
for some seafood. Four guys stopped at a Westbrook 
park on the way home, and turned up an 1818 Large 
Cent, 2 silver dimes, and numerous modern coins.  

 
One guy got home around 8:30, after a nice supper - 
and found he had 72 coins for the day - 3 shy of a 
Challenge item! So of course, he drove to a nearby 
dirt parking lot, and scoffed up the needed coins! (It 
didn’t help that his pinpointer stopped working 
properly, and the battery used to ‘back-light’ his 
machine’s digital meter, died.) Of course, his dave 
shall remain confidential. [It’s amazing how quickly 
your eyes get used to the dark, and how sensitive your 
fingers become to that round coin-shape!]           (-: 
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For Sale 
COMPASS DEPTH-DOUBLER - purchased around 1994 and used only once. Retail price 
was $465. If interested, please make an offer to: Eleanor Hube, 1-508-760-2100,  
e-mail  jetrhub@gis.net 
 
GARRETT SEAHUNTER XL-200 PULSE - Complete w/headphones, coil cover, charger, 
& owner's manual. All Ni-Cads replaced. Everything works great. Reduced to $150. 
             Bob Tulay  860-659-3629. 

April 18th Hunt, continued 
 
Please DO NOT park at Tessier’s Nursery or on 
their lawn. Do park safely off the edge of the road 
adjacent to the hunt field. If you choose to park in the 
vacant commercial property across the street it is at 
your own risk. Cars often travel 60 m.p.h. on West 
St.! 
   The event will be canceled in the event of inclement 
weather. If you have any questions call Mark Sutcliffe 
at (860) 647-7541. Hope to see you there. 

Above, some nice ‘fun hunt’ jewelry finds. Below, 
the scratch ticket winners. I should have worn 
my hat! Note the gloppy mud on my trousers. 

Update - State Quarter Round-up 
You are eligible also, if you purchased a 
detector from J&E Enterprises, in 2003. See 
page 5 of the March Probe for details. Dave 
Gregorski has the blank record-keeping 

Coin Raffle Results 
By Dave Gregorski 

The winners are noted in Mark’s minutes, 
page 2. I and the Board very much 
appreciate the support we got. Many 
tickets were purchased just before the 
drawing. The club treasury gained $217, 
from sales of $404. As we are non-profit, 
moneys are returned in some form to 

  The first of two new reverses on the 2004-dated 
Jefferson nickel will feature a rendition of the 
reverse of the original Indian Peace Medal 
commissioned for Lewis and Clark's expedition, 
bearing the likeness of America's third president 
on one side, and symbols of peace and 
friendship on the other. [I was unable to paste a 
picture from the mint website.]                          
To the first 2 Y.T.C. members finding this new 
nickel, Dave Gregorski will award a silver 
dime. Please note the date and hour of your 
find. You must find it with a metal detector! 
And you can keep the nickel!    (-: 

New Nickel Released in March 
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Coins   
Gold / Silver   

Pre 1900 N  o     E  n  t  r  y   
     
Post 1899               Bob Ellis 1914 Barber quarter 
               Mike Giannetti 1944 Quarter 
               Bob Tulay 1942 Walker half dollar 
               Bill Voit 1946 Roosevelt dime 

Other   
Pre 1900               Dave Gregorski 1891 "V" nickel 
     
Post 1899               Vincent DiBattista 1961 1 Franc piece 
   

Token               Bill Voit Sept. 27, 1980 Moose Hunt token from Maine 
               Steve Gudernatch Disney pressed penny 
   
     

Jewelry   
Gold               Richard Browne 1960 class ring 

               Richard MacRobbie 18K gold ring 
   

Silver               Bob Tulay Sterling Spoontique Indian ring 
               Frank Lemasters Sterling Malteese Cross (Fire Company pin) 
               Dave Gregorski Sterling religious metal 
               Joe Waldron Silver toe ring 
   

Other               Vincent DiBattista Disney Tinkerbell pin 
   
     

Relic   
Toy               Joe Waldron Tinny toy gun 

               Richard Browne 24/7 Hot Wheels car 
               Carl Muller Derringer cap pistol 
   

Military           John Hart with Allison 1870-1900 Army button 
               Frank Lemasters WWII American Campaign Medal 
     

Other               Bob Ellis Polish button circa 1860 
               Courtney McQueen Baby's spoon 
               Bill Voit 1966 Bolton dog tag 
               Dave Gregorski "Gargoyle" filigree  
               Don Bogli Crotal Bell 
               John McQueen Spoon 
   

 A DEP ‘season pass’ 
costs $40, free for life 
to those 65 and older. 
You can order one at 
their website, buy 
them at some State 
parks (including 
Hammo-nassett), and 
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By Rick Browne 

Bob Ellis, after his Whites alerted him of a silver object, dug down two inches to unearth a winning 
1914 Barber quarter. 
 
Dave Gregorski found an 1891 “V” nickel on a salt water beach somewhere in New England. He just 
could not remember which one. He did remember the nickel being 5 inches down and covered with 
mud. 
 
Vincent DiBattista found a 1961 1 Franc piece at his favorite school’s wood chip pile. However, the 
snow- covered pile made his detecting a bit more challenging. 
 
Bill Viot did not travel to Maine for his winning Moose Hunt Token dated Sept. 27, 1980. Bill said it was 
very hard to distinguish the token form the aluminum bleachers it was under. The Moose Token had 
migrated to Connecticut before being found. Maine’s 50,000 moose must have chased the token over 
the boarder. 
 
Rick Browne brought a 1960 class ring up from the depths of Long Island Sound. Bob Tulay offered 
his services in locating the owner. “Thanks Bob, but no thanks”, Rick answered. Rick did not want to 
lessen the possibility of logging in another “Thank You” note from a grateful person reunited with their 
ring. 
 
Bob Tulay was really impressed with his Indian silver ring and the story it tells. A Chief’s headdress, 
papoose, bow and arrow, tomahawk, steer head and feathers all adorn the ring. 
 
Vincent DiBattista made a second trip to the winner’s table for finding a Disney Tinkerbell pin, already 
claimed by his niece. Tinkerbell cleaned up well from the mud she was retrieved from. 
 
Joe Waldron would have had a hard time shooting a fly with his miniature toy gun. It was small 
enough to impress the club members and win him a silver dime. The gun also was retrieved from the 
mud. 
 
John Hart and Alison, while detecting a friend’s circa 1850 house’s dirt basement floor and hit on a 
signal that when unearthed turned out to be a winning entry, an 1870-1900 Army button. 
 
Bob Ellis made a second trip to the winner’s table also. His circa 1860 Polish button that came from an 
old house’s front yard. Bob is sure to try the yard one more time before giving up its street address. 
 
Consolation prize award went to Don Bogli for a crotal bell found on his first detecting day this spring. 
The bell was in a muddy path. The path lead to a farmhouse and field. Don is sure to detect both 
when the mud dries up. 
 
Our President was in awe over three entries and awarded each a silver dime. Frank Lemasters found 
a ’04 
(most likely 1904 fireman’s loss) sterling silver Maltese Cross and a WWII American Campaign Medal, 
both in fabulous condition. Steve Gudernatch’s entry of a Disney “pressed penny” found in a 
schoolyard’s wood chip pile <<where did I read that before?>> brought back many childhood 
memories to our President. 
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 How Do People ‘Rate’ Detecting Finds? 

By Dave Gregorski 
 

    Having been a Y.T.C. member for 5 years or so, it’s still somewhat of a mystery re. what it 
takes to win in the ‘Find of the Month’ activity. Granted, the makeup of the ‘voters’ may 
change slightly each month, but after many observations, I think I have an idea of factors 
which make a submission ‘likeable’ or ‘best’ in people’s minds and hearts. And I have my 
own criteria which I’ll share, though they’re not ‘cast in stone’. 
   I think in the ‘Coin’ category, older is often preferable. And an unusual coin (like a Flying 
Eagle cent or a 3-cent piece) can be favored. And I remember when a Flying Eagle did not 
win, when one showed up for a third month in a row (perhaps no longer deemed ‘unusual’). 
   A coin’s condition is also important to viewers. All things being equal, the coin in better 
shape (fewer scratches, less oxidation, cleaner) scores points. A coin’s rarity (i.e., 
numismatic value) can also come into consideration, if people are aware of it. How about 
general looks, or ‘prettiness’ of the design? This is a subjective yet valid criterion. 
   I remember 2 coins grading equal in my mind in all of the above – and I voted for the 
much smaller coin as I felt it was more difficult to detect. Yet others prefer the large coins, 
especially if they’re silver. Lastly, some seem to prefer a U.S. coin over a foreign one, 
though in my mind a foreign coin around the same age is more unusual/scarce. For 
‘Tokens/medals’, many of the above factors may apply, and historical and ‘locality’ 
connections can give added importance. 
   Voting on ‘Jewelry’ may be a bit more subjective. Gem size and number can be important, 
and also the purity of gold (an 18K may beat a 10K ring). Design, age, color, and condition 
come into the mix. Monetary value may be important to some, and ‘looks’ more so to others. 
A religious, school, or military theme may give added meaning. I tend to favor 
delicacy/unusualness of design. On rare occasions, difficulty in detection may come into 
play for me. 
   Many of the same factors are involved in ‘valuing’ relics. An issue I always struggle with 
for a coin or relic – should I try to make it look better by cleaning it in some fashion? 
Rust/corrosion do imply age, but I prefer a cleaner look (with more visible features) for my 
own sense of value. The risk is making it look too unnatural, or harming the features. I have 
a collection of unnaturally shiny old stuff!   
   So thinking I now know something, how do I choose my own entries for FOM? Should I try 
to ‘psyche out’ the crowd? Do I look at my competition in a given category? Do I submit 
something I really like and am proud of, even though I know it’s a ‘loser’? Do I put what I 
consider a ‘lesser’ find in a category that is devoid of competition? I guess I’ve been down 
all those roads – it depends on how badly I want that silver dime prize - and the recognition!   
(-: 
   I think the Find of the Month is a great club institution. I love looking at what others find – 
I’m sure I like some items better than the submitter does. And I don’t always vote for my own 

Tidbit 
What we call ‘wet sand’ on a saltwater beach (the area between low and high tide), is called 

the intertidal or littoral zone. The ’dry sand’ above the high water mark is called the 
supralittoral zone of the beach. ‘Wet’ and dry’ are much easier to say. 
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EXTREME TREASURE HUNTING 
by Tony Cwikla 

 
     Have you ever gone extreme treasure hunting? I have and I bet maybe just maybe you have 
too. What is extreme treasure hunting you say? Well its taking your ordinary everyday treasure 
hunting and coinshooting to a new level. To the extreme.  
     Most of us treasure hunt for either coins, jewelry or relics in the same manner. The old- 
fashioned way. We pick a place we want to hunt and load up our gear and take off to look for 
treasure. When we get there its usually sunny and somewhat warm and we have all day to just sit 
back and relax and hunt for whatever Mother Earth wants to give up to us. We casually walk 
around swinging our detectors and peacefully dig the objects we detect and put them into our 
pouch. Does this sound like you? I bet we all do this type of treasure hunting at one time or 
another. 
     The extreme treasure hunters, however, go to the extreme to find their bounty. Take for 
instance the treasure hunter who just can't bear to wait ‘til the next day’s light and/or the warmth 
that Spring will bring. He's out there hunting in the dark with his backlight on and maybe a 
headlamp to guide him through the night. He gets a hit, he digs,or at least tries to in the frozen 
ground that December  brings us here in New England. His  attempt surely fails him. But 
undaunted by this first attempt and the failure that it brought to him, he perseveres and reaches 
into his pouch for the a bigger, stronger tool in which to pry the treasure he has found. With several 
strong whacks on the ground and then several more, Mother Earth finally gives up a long lost 
treasure. A wonderful zinc penny for all the world to behold. This treasure hunter is not concerned 
with this for he knows that there is more treasure to be found, more treasure on this land where no 
one lives. For the dark and the cold conceals him from all who would declare that he is crazy. 
     Maybe he is and maybe he isn't. Take another instance of extreme treasure hunting - the 
coinshooter and his new friend with his new metal detector. This will be his new friend’s first time 
out and they pick a popular beach for their hunting pleasure. It is 15 degrees out with a 20 mile an 
hour wind to boot. The soft sand of the beach isn't soft at all but hard, packed and frozen. As the 
coinshooter sweeps his coil along the ground he gets a signal he knows is treasure. His sand 
scoop at the ready he attempts to remove the goodie from its sandy grave.The beach however has 
other plans. It  bends and twists the scoop and laughs at the feebleness of this action. The 
coinshooter has to resort to another tool to pry out the object. It is a gold ring that is found.He is 
happy and the cold in his bones begins to warm.  
     The friend finds 2 coins, both new,  and he is happy, too. Happy because the elements have 
brought out the extreme treasure hunter inside him and he has conquered the elements. He is now 
prepared to go out whenever  the weather is extreme and use his new found knowledge to find 
treasure. 
     I am sure I could give you plenty of other instances of extreme treasure hunting. Maybe you 
have your own story to share with the rest of us. I hope you do . Till the next time we can go 
treasure hunting remember this......not all our treasure hunting may be extreme but all our 
adventures are extremely satisfying. 
[Thanks to Tony for this article - it is very timely - see ‘fun hunt’ write-up on page 4.] 

Tidbit 
Water at CT saltwater beaches is coldest in February (37 degrees F), and warmest in August (72 

degrees). These are monthly averages compiled over an 8-year period by the National Ocean Survey 
tide stations. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS/HUNTS 

2004 Garrett Club Program: Please register all Garrett metal detectors purchased or received 
as gifts during 2004, with Garrett. If you make them aware that you are a member of YTC, 
Garrett will credit the club with 10% of the purchase price.  Obtain an application form from 
any YTC officer. This credit is used to procure the yearly Freedom Ace Give-A-Way detector. This 
is an easy and effective way to support your club! 

April 18 (Sunday) - Y.T.C. ‘farm field’ fun hunt - see page 4 for details. 

April 23-25 (Friday-Sunday)- 11th annual BONE (Best of the Northeast) - see below, and March 
Probe for details. 

April 25  (Sunday) - Coin Show @ the Polish National Home, 60 Charter Oak Ave., Hartford. 
Free admission and parking - call 860-247-1784 for details. Doors open at 9 A.M.   

April 25 -  MTHA hunt - see below.  
May 1 (Saturday) - FMDAC Virginia Beach hunt (8 A.M.) - Contact Mark Sutcliffe for details. 

May 2 (Sunday) - Y.T.C. fun hunt - see below. 

The 11th annual Best O' North East (BONE) Treasure Hunters & 
Prospectors Convention is April 23 to 25th. The Hobby Show is April 24, 

2004, 9:am to 4:pm, at the Keene, New Hampshire Recreation Center, 
Washington St., Keene, NH. 

All information   603/357-0607   george.streeter@verizon.net 

MTHA Annual Open Hunt 
Held on Sunday, April 25, at Houghton Pond, Milton, MA. Four separate hunts.  

For more info., call John Govoni at (781)-891-0288. 
Contact Dave Gregorski (Y.T.C.) for an application and directions. 

Y.T.C. May ‘Fun Hunt’ 
On May 2 (Sunday), Chuck Anderson is having a ‘fun hunt’ at Talcott Mt. Park/Trail, opposite 
Penwood State Park. It will begin at 10 A.M., and continue until 12:30.. There is poison ivy present, so 
bring light cloth gloves - you CAN catch it from roots. Tick repellant is advised. We don’t know if the 
‘black flies’ will be out this early, but the same repellant should work. No rain date, so call Chuck 
(page 3) if unsure.  This has been a popular hiking area for a long time.  
Directions: From route 44 in Avon - at Avon Old Farms Inn/restaurant, turn north on Nod Road. After 
~ 4 miles, turn right on route 185. Go up hill, and the trail parking access will be on the right. From 
Bloomfield area, take rte. 185 west. The trail access will be on your left, ~opposite Penwood State 
Park. Hope to see a nice crowd. Hunting will be in a wooded area.  
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Minutes of YTC Meeting April 13, 2004: 
 
 The meeting was called to order at 7:13 p.m. with 40 members and one guest present. 
The Secretary’s Report was accepted as published. 
The Treasurer’s Report was read and accepted with a balance of $1,328.00 plus silver inventory of 

$138.00 at purchase cost. 
Correspondence: 
Jerry Burr’s cash bash will be held October 9 & 10 on a 300-400 acre farm in Oxford, CT. The farm dates 
to the 18th Century and features woods, fields, and two cellar holes. There will be a $20 entry fee, more 
details to follow. 
Five members said they were planning to attend the BONE 11 weekend in Keene. 
Old Business: 
Everett Berube and Nancy Webb were presented with their Gold Coin Raffle winnings. Dave Gregorski 

reported that he sold over 350 tickets and the club netted a profit of $217. 
New Business: 
Nearly everyone at the meeting raised their hands to say they planned to attend the Club Outing in Bolton. 
A motion was made and approved for the club to spend up to $50 to buy hotdogs, hamburgers, and rolls 
for the picnic following the outing. 
Chuck Anderson announced a Club Outing on Talcott Mountain in May. 
Only Richard MacRobbie plans to attend the FMDAC Hunt in Virginia Beach. 
Dave Gregorski will make a presentation on target recovery at the May meeting. 
The June meeting program will feature “Best Career Finds.” Please bring yours to display!!!!! 
Ken Gudernatch shared one of his “eyeball finds” secrets: check beneath drive-thru windows, especially 
McDonald’s, Burger King, and Dunkin’ Donuts. Rainy days are best. 
Quartermaster Richard MacRobbie announced that engraved club name badges are available for $5 each 
plus $1 postage. Club patches are available for $5 and trash/treasure aprons for $4 each. 
Please bring in your clean pulltabs for the collection for the Shriner’s Burn Center. 
In recognition of his contributions to the hobby and the fact that his October Cash Bash event has become 
the de facto YTC Fall Hunt, a motion was made and passed to make Jeremiah Burr an honorary member 
for the calendar year 2004, entitling him to receive the Probe. 
Tony Cwikla presented the new Fischer CZ-3D. It’s an upgrade of the CZ-5 or 6. It has an enhanced mode 
for audio discrimination so you can differentiate nickels and Indian Head Cents from pulltabs. It has a dual 
mode 5 and 15 kHz with an analog meter. 
Don Bogli made a presentation of his design for a support sling for farm field detecting. It is made from an 
old WWII backpack strap and a bungee cord. It takes the weight of the detector off your arm and shoulders 
and allows you to swing nearly effortlessly for hours at a time. A plan will appear in a future issue of the 
Probe. 
The evening’s program was a presentation by Bruce Morris in “Internet Detecting.” He said that you can 
find almost anything on the Internet, from history to laws, to detector tips, coins, and relic identification. A 
good place to start is the various forums where you can meet and communicate with detectorists from all 
over the country, even around the world. Many people share digital pictures of their finds the same day 
they dig them up. He has even gone detecting with some of the people he met on-line. He passed out 
some lists of useful web sites that he can send to you. E-mail him at BRM1956@netzero.net. He suggests 
that if you take digital pictures of finds to upload to the Internet that you use low-resolution so as to 
minimize the file size. 
Rich Janak was absent for the Attendance Drawing of 6 silver quarters, Everett Berube won a silver dime. 
Everett “Lucky” Berube also won the 50/50 Raffle. 
Lenny Papineau won the 1896 Silver Dollar Raffle. 
Challenge Master Dave Gregorski announced that Joe Waldron attained Level 1, Richard MacRobbie 
attained Levels 1 and 2, and Eleanor Hube attained Level 1. She donated her dime winning to the Treasure 
Chest. 
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                            YTC Officers 
 
President, Chuck Anderson        944-9558   
         {ChuckAnderson944@globalnet.net}  
         
Vice President, Bruce Morris         212-2276 
                {brm1956@netzero.net}
                              
Secretary, Mark Sutcliffe                  860-647-7541  
                                      {Msutcl 1776@aol.com} 
 
Treasurer, Vince DiBattista              860-666-0270 
     {VDibattist@aol.com } 
 
Newsletter, Dave Gregorski               860-742-5836 
                                      {DGRookie@aol.com} 

Yankee Territory Coinshooters 
Code of Ethics 

Respect the rights and property of others. 
Never destroy historical or archeological artifacts. 
Observe all laws, whether national, state, or local. 
Aid law enforcement officials whenever possible. 

Leave the land and vegetation as it was. 
FILL IN ALL HOLES. 

Remove all trash and litter, take it with you when you 
leave. 

Remember that all coinshooters may be judged by the 
example YOU set. Always conduct yourself with 

courtesy and consideration toward others. 

Welcome to new members… 
Burton Despard of East Granby 

Joseph Leal of Middletown 
Sharon Paternostro of Moodus 

Craig Sims of Bristol 
Sandra Sims of Bristol 

METAL DETECTORS and ACCESSORIES  

J & E ENTERPRISES of  
S. Yarmouth  

Factory Authorized Dealer for Fisher, Garrett, 
Minelab, Tesoro, & Whites. Coiltek coils, Covers, 
Headphones, Beach & Water Scoops, Books, Etc., 

Eleanor Hube, 54 Old Main St. at Forest Rd. 
South Yarmouth, MA 02664 

1-508-760-2100 
Fax: 1-508-760-3738;  e-mail,  jetrhub@gis.net 
(Founding member of Yankee Territory Coinshooters) 

SALES, SERVICE & RENTALS 
Accepts Discover, Mastercard and Visa 

Will ship UPS 

(Special consideration for Y.T.C. members.) 

T.C.  Metal Detectors 
Authorized dealer for Fisher, Tesoro, Minelab, 
Garrett, Troy, Bounty Hunter, Detectorpro, 

Lesche, RTG, and more 

Tony Cwikla, 23 Cornwall Drive,  
Windsor Locks, CT  06096 

860-623-1153 or  860-916-2506 
{29 years experience, oldest, largest dealer in the area} 

Member: Y.T.C., FMDAC 
Special discounts for members! 

FAX: 860-627-0593;  e-mail:  
CAPACTION@aol.com 

 
We also carry a full line of books, digging tools, sand 
scoops, headphones, extra coils, bags, pouches, etc. 

 
- We use what we sell and give expert advice free of charge. - 

Why not come in and see what we’re finding !! 
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Y.T.C. June 8 Meeting 
The program for that evening will be ‘career 
detecting finds’. You don’t yet have a 
detecting ‘career’? That’s O.K. You are 
welcome and encouraged to bring any item 
that is special to you in some way, that 
perhaps made you smile when you first saw 
it. 
 An item may be old, pretty, valuable, 
unusual, etc. Or maybe there was something 
special about the ‘who, where, when’ of 
finding it. A formal display is not required - 

Fun Hunt News 
A very special ‘thank you’ to Bill Viot for 
hosting a ‘post-hunt’ get-together at his 
home in Bolton. He and his fiancé were 
gracious hosts. Thanks to Mark Sutcliffe for 
getting us permission to hunt the farm fields.  

And thanks to Chuck Anderson for arranging 
another hunt at Talcott Mountain. A report on 
the April 24 and  May 2 ‘fun hunts’ will 
appear in the June Probe. 

As for future fun hunts, we are looking for 
suggestions for some park to hunt, in June. 
In July, we will be going to Misquamicut 
Beach in Rhode Island. Dates have not yet 

A ‘Thank You’… 
...for the kind thoughts, wishes, and get-well 
card. It was tough to miss the Bolton hunt, 
with the usual camaraderie and great 
chance to find something nice. My recovery 
from the fever/infection took about a 
week...but your kind expressions helped a 

Gold - Significance & Uses 
 
 The brightness and ornamental beauty of 
gold have fascinated humans for more than 
51000 [?] years & still does, This most noble 
metal takes its name from the Germanic 
"gulth," meaning glowing or shining metal. 
Gold often establishes the standard by which 
wealth is measured, The physical properties 
of gold add to its popularity and value. On a 
scale of 1 to 10, it has an average hardness of 
2.8; diamond is 10. So gold is relatively soft, 
malleable and tarnish resistant. It makes 
excellent jewelry. 
 
 The modern electronics industry uses gold 
for its corrosion resistance and conducting  
properties, accounting for 1/3 of the 
industrial demand for gold.  
 
 Gold has a specific gravity of 19.3, meaning 
it is more than 19 times heavier than an equal 
volume of water. 
 
 Gold has a rich yellow color or "kindly" 
appearance, turning paler as its silver content 
increases. Gold is relatively easy to identify 
when you know its properties, but novices 
can confuse it with minerals such as pyrite 
and mica. Both can occur with gold. Pyrite, 
or "fool's gold," is brassy light yellow, and 
brittle (shatters when crushed). Mica is light 
yellow to bronzy, light weight, and has a 
platy appearance. 

[No record of where I got this - sorry.] 
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Dreams can come true if you take the 
time to think about what you want in 
life. 
Get to know yourself. 
Find out who you are. 
Choose your goals carefully. 
Be honest with yourself. 
Always believe in yourself. 
Find many interests and pursue them. 
Find out what is important to you. 
Find out what you are good at. 
Don't be afraid to make mistakes. 
Work hard to achieve successes. 
When things are not going right 
don't give up - just try harder. 
Give yourself freedom to try out new 
things. 
Laugh and have a good time. 
Open yourself up to love. 
Take part in the beauty of nature. 
Be appreciative of all that you have. 
Help those less fortunate than you. 
Work towards peace in the world. 
Live life to the fullest. 
Create your own dreams and 
follow them until they are a reality. 
 
      -Poem by Susan Polis Schutz  
 
[The above was shared with me by Bob 
Ellis, and is a good ‘blueprint’ for living. 
Admittedly, ‘getting there’ may not be 
easy. The only one I’d disagree with, 
regards ‘trying harder’. I have found 
that sometimes it’s best to step back 
and re-evaluate. Be open to a change in 
course, or even an end to the striving. 

Pull Tabs Needed! 
The detectorist’s curse – those pull tabs imitate all 
kinds of ‘good stuff’, from gold rings to Indian 
pennies to various relics. And we dig them, 
hoping they aren’t what they are. 
To inform our new members and remind the 
rest...we ask you to save these tabs…to clean 
them and give them to Rick Browne. When we 
have enough, they are donated to the Ladies 
Oriental Shrine of N. America, which turns 
them into much-needed items/equipment for 
two Shriners Hospitals (Orthopedic Facility in 
Springfield, Burns Hospital in Boston.) Put up 
with the inconvenience, and think of how many 
people you can help in this way, in your club’s 
name. 
[Ed. note – 3-4 times a year, I spread the 
contents of my ‘junk’ bag onto newspapers, 
and sort out the pull tabs, being careful of the 
‘sharps’. Then I place the former into a screw-
top plastic jar, add liquid soap and water to 
cover, and add also a few sinkers and/or small 
rocks. Then while watching TV, I shake/tumble 
the jar by hand. In a surprisingly short time, the 
tabs come out pretty clean. A final rinse in a 

Big Bucks for Rare Gems 
A 103.38-carat diamond – billed as the largest 
ever put up for auction – failed to sell because it 
fell short of the $8.42 million asking price. 
Bidding stopped at $7.65 million. Only 3 other 
diamonds of perfect color and purity weighing 
more than 100 carats have ever been sold 
publicly. 
The most valuable diamond was a 100.1 carat, 
pearl-shaped gem that fetched $16.6 million in 
late May, 1995. The diamond was discovered in 
South Africa. There have been larger diamonds 
of this quality, but these were never offered to 
the public – they are part of various country’s 
royal jewels. 
During the same week at another auction, a 478-
carat sapphire – larger than a hen’s egg – was 
sold for $1,494,000 – it had once belonged to 
Queen Marie of Romania. A 64-carat diamond 
was also sold for $4,246,000. 
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Bold, italics indicates the 
winners - submitted by Rick 

Browne, April, 2004 

Coins   
Gold / Silver   

Pre 1900 Bob Ellis 1662 2-pence Massachusetts silver coin 
 Carl Muller 1887 Seated Liberty dime 
     
Post 1899 Ken Gudernatch 1900 Canadian ‘Little Nickel’ 
 Don Bogli 1906 Barber dime 
 Mike Giannetti 1934 Mercury dime 
 Bruce Morris 1903-O Barber quarter 

Other   
Pre 1900 Dave Gregorski 1857 Flying Eagle cent 
     
Post 1899 Courtney McQueen Dominicana Veinticnco Centavos 
   

Token Joe Waldron 1995 Mystic Carousel Token 
 Vincent DiBattista Jimmy Newton pressed penny 
   
     

Jewelry   
Gold Pam Giannetti 2003  Morgan class ring 

 Everett Berube 14K wedding band 
 Courtney McQueen 14K mother's ring /with/ 3 gem stones 
 Joe Waldron 10K initial ring 
 Bob Tulay 14K dome ring 
 Ken Gudernatch 10K 1937 Ludlow High School ring 
 Vincent DiBattista 10K ring /with/ heart shaped gem stone 
   

Silver Frank Lemasters Sterling ring with 29 gem stones 
 Tony Cwikla Silver Bracelet 
 Bob Cwikla Child's ring 
 Joe Waldron .925 Sterling Silver ear ring 
 Mark Sutcliffe Spaulding Hole in One Medallion 
 John Hart Stan Home pin - sterling 
 Mike Giannetti Sterling & 10K gold filled ring 
   

Other Carl Muller Gold filled Tiger Eye ring 
 Dave Gregorski Bronze bucking bronco pin 
 Phil Skewes Australian pendant 
 Rick Browne American Airlines Jr. Stewardess ring 
   

FOM continued on page 10. 

Congratulations to Bill Viot, who will be married in May.  
Also, best wishes to Carol Janak, who is recovering well from surgery. 
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By Rick Browne 

Bob Ellis believed his 1662 2-pence Massachusetts silver coin to be a fake. It was Bob’s 4th time to the farm field 
before he was rewarded with the 2-pence piece. Bob verified its authenticity as listed in his Red Book. 
 
 Ken Gudernatch found a 1900 Canadian ‘Little Nickel’ and took home a silver dime. The coin was one of the 
smallest coins Ken had found, less the U.S. Half Dimes he has found. In his two hours of hunting he also 
unearthed an Indian Head penny. 
 
 Dave Gregorski had been over an area with his WOT several times without sounding off on this signal. It took 
Dave’s IDX to sort out the good signal from between the trash. Dave’s reward – a 1857 Flying Eagle. 
 
 Courtney McQueen located a Dominicana coin, a Veinticincu Centavos, one inch down at the Club Fun Hunt in 
Clinton. 
 
 Joe Waldron found his token to ride. A 1995 Mystic Carrousel Token. This was Joe’s second token found in the 
park, this one under a park bench. 
 
 Pam Giannetti at the club’s first Fun Hunt of the season swept 2 inches of sand away from the 2003 Morgan 
High School class ring. Perhaps she is now waiting for a “Thank You” note. 
 
 Frank Lemasters showed a winning sterling ring with 29 gemstones in their fine setting. Frank had the third 
winning find from the Club Fun Hunt. 
 
 Carl Muller was a bit disappointed to hear his BIG ring was only gold filled and the Tiger Eye was man made, 
not that this is a bad thing. Winning a silver dime did put some sparkle back into Carl’s eye. An in-the-woods find 
came up after two years of hunting the area. A big tree root system had been hiding the ring from Carl. 
 
 Bill Viot did not quite know what to make of his “Tootsie” Toy Truck. Now Bill would have something to “haul” his 
silver around if he would only go back and look for the tractor’s trailer. 
 
 Dave Gregorski came close to another Hat Trick, perhaps next month, but until then he has a bit more research 
to do on his very fine 1930 – 1940’s Sterling U.S. Navy Locketag. The locketag most likely held ID and a loved 
one’s picture. The locketag came from a ‘depressed’ area of a saltwater beach. 
 
Bob Ellis tried for a Hat Trick also. But this month was not the month for Bob either. Bob’s wooden beer barrel 
tap key from the 17th century did raise some discussion on the brand it kept locked up. Bob resorted to the 
internet to research and ID the antique. 
 
 Consolation prize award went to Phil Skewes. His toy motorcycle was the two weeks’ best find after searching 
both Atlantic and Gulf beaches in Florida. Phil’s award of a silver quarter made the vacation worth while. 
 
 Number of entries (42 total) by make of detector: Tesoro, 3; Fisher, 6; Minelab, 3; White’s, 30. 

For Sale 
COMPASS DEPTH-DOUBLER - purchased around 1994 and used only once. Retail price was 
$465. If interested, please make an offer to: Eleanor Hube, 1-508-760-2100,  e-mail  jetr-
hub@gis.net 
 
GARRETT SEAHUNTER XL-200 PULSE - Complete w/headphones, coil cover, charger, & 
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Beach Safety 
There are 3 types of (ocean) water 
movement that swimmers and 
waterhunters should be aware of, 
especially the last one, below. When a 
large wave approaches a beach, it breaks, 
rides up the beach, and then retreats. The 
retreating water is undertow. The force of 
undertow increases with wave size and 
the angle of the ocean bottom. People 
caught in this will not be dragged far out to 
sea, as the next wave reverses the 
process. 
Water motion parallel to the beach is 
called alongshore current. Swimmers 
should choose landmarks before entering 
the water to find their way back if such a 
current has moved them along the beach. 
In the highest surf conditions, these 
currents can be strong enough to make 
standing difficult. 
A third type is rip current, occasionally 
mislabeled ‘rip tide’. This dangerous 
phenomenon is water moving seaward, 
away from the beach. It results from water 
finding an exit in a depression in the 
bottom between shoal areas, or from 
being deflected from the shore by 
sandbars, piers, and shoreline anomalies. 
Study the water surface before entering. 
Rip currents might appear as wide breaks 
in the wave crests, or smooth-looking low 
spots in the approaching waves. The 
boundaries of the rip current might appear 
as lines of foam, debris, or swirling eddies. 
Rip currents can change locations in short 
periods of time as they create new 
channels. 
When caught in a rip current and being 
carried out to sea, a swimmer should 
avoid swimming directly against the 
current toward land. Instead, escape the 
current by swimming perpendicular to the 

Hoard of Coppers!  
A New Hampshire detectorist, in 1994, 
unearthed a hoard of ~700 cents, dating 
from 1793 to 1820. The man was searching 
along the fence of an old, unused road when 
he uncovered a few coins. Further searching 
revealed more coins, fishhooks, and hand-
made knives.  These were a foot below the 
ground, near a large rock. Some Colonial 
and foreign coins also turned up. 
There was no evidence of what container the 
coins might have been in. A 1793 Flowing 
Hair large cent was sold to a local dealer. 
Since copper coins were not hoarded 
because of their susceptibility to corrosion, it 
was guessed that the ‘collection’ may have 
belonged to a person who caught and sold 
fish. 

Silver ‘War Nickels’ 
By Dave Gregorski 

The U.S. involvement in WWII brought impetus 
for a change in the design and content of the 
nickel. In the latter half of 1942, because nickel 
(the metal) was sequestered by the military, the 
composition of the coin was changed to 35% 
silver, 56% copper, and 9% manganese. 
This content was maintained through 1945. 
Another change was the location of the mint 
mark (and this was the first time that the 
Philadelphia mint added its mint mark to a coin - 
‘P’). The much larger mint mark appeared on the 
reverse, above the dome of Monticello. (It had 
been to the right of the building, and was much 
smaller. It resumed that position in 1946. In 
1968, the mint mark was moved to the obverse, 
near the date.) 
So as a detectorist, be aware that this nickel will 
likely read a bit differently than the ‘normal’ 
nickel. (On both my Whites and Minelab, the 
reading is  bit higher for the silver variety.) And 
know that if a large P, D, or S, appears above 
the dome, you have silver! 

[Info, gathered from Coin World, April 19, 2004, 
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A Boon for Waterhunters?  
By Dave Gregorski 

The Florida Marlins [who?], winners of last year’s World Series, were given their 
Championship rings this past week. The 14K gold ring weighs 115 grams, and with 228 
diamonds, 13 rubies, and rare ‘teal’ material for the fish’s eye, it can be seen from 2 blocks 
away, at night. 
Players are not allowed to go swimming while wearing the ring, without taking out a special 
insurance policy. (They might sink, you know…arm-first.) There is team support for inventing 
an accessory-type anti-gravity device, so that players, especially pitchers, won’t injure their 
rotator cuffs in putting the ring on in the morning. It is forbidden by team policy to wear one on 
the throwing hand – it could become a deadly missile, perhaps taking a finger along with it. 
[Should I not have ‘gone there’?] 
And 80 of these beauties were made…causing water detectorists in many states to drool. There 
was a run on the official team magazine. Many were hoping that a personal note or three might 
be contained therein, re. where the players’ favorite beaches are. I can just see the usual group 
piling into Rick’s van, heading for the end of that ‘rainbow in the water’. 
And who among that group would have the nerve, through some subterfuge, to get a player to 
use a vaseline-like substance on the appropriate hand, just before going swimming? Well, when 
it comes to gold, especially when it’s been scarce…I suspect they know no shame!       (-: 

[Thanks to ? who handed me an article re. the above from USA Today, at the April meeting. (I 
was pretty busy, and probably also had a ‘senior moment’ or two along the way.) I think I used 
7 words from the original article…and the rest just sort of ‘happened’. ] 

The Big ‘Silver Melt’ 
In the late 1970’s, the price of silver began to climb. So much so, that people began to sell 
their silver coins and artifacts for ‘bullion value’. (Indeed, a common date silver dime was 
worth nearly $2.50, when this trend peaked.) 
Of course, as the price climbed, the bullion value exceeded the numismatic value of many 
collectible silver coins – so that even these were delivered to the ‘melting pot’ – many tons of 
these coins were melted. At $35 per troy ounce, the melt-value of a silver dollar was ~$25, a 
half-dollar nearly $12.50. 
Tableware and art objects were included in this sell-off. Many coin shops had a “scale on the 
front counter and a mechanical counting machine”, to service customers wanting to unload 
their silver. Some coin dealers became wealthy in quick fashion. 
Of course, with time there was a small ‘backlash’ to this phenomenon. So many silver coins 
were melted, (many in high grades and somewhat rare to begin with), that remaining coins 
were highly prized by true collectors. No one is sure today, how many silver coins of any 
date/denomination remain. The coin markets let ‘supply and demand’ set values. 
[Some information, and the quote, taken from Coin World, Oct. 13, 2003. I, too, got caught up 
in this ‘greedy panic’, selling some collectible coins, in average condition, for $6 an ounce – 
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UPCOMING EVENTS/HUNTS 

2004 Garrett Club Program: Please register all Garrett metal detectors purchased or received 
as gifts during 2004, with Garrett. If you make them aware that you are a member of YTC, 
Garrett will credit the club with 10% of the purchase price.  Obtain an application form from 
any YTC officer. This credit is used to procure the yearly Freedom Ace Give-A-Way detector. 
This is an easy and effective way to support your club! 

May 22 (Saturday) - Virginia Beach, Virginia. 17th Annual Spring Beach Hunt sponsored by 
the Tidewater Coin and Relic Club. For info send SASE to Tidewater Coin and Relic Club, PO 
Box 3462, Virginia Beach, VA 23454-9512; email bdeml2@cox.net or call Bob Deml at (757) 
474-0912. 
 

June 5 (Saturday) - Shawsville, Virginia. The 13th annual Open Hunt sponsored by the 
Roanoke Valley Coin and Relic at Camp Alta Mons. For more information contact Marilyn 
Epperly, 2136 Maiden Lane SW, Roanoke, VA 24015. Call 540-342-0153 or email at 
grammaepp1@juno.com  
 

June 20 (Sunday) - Coin Show @ the Polish National Home, 60 Charter Oak Ave., Hartford. 
Free admission and parking - call 860-247-1784 for details. Doors open at 9 A.M. 

June ? - Y.T.C. ‘fun hunt’, to be determined. 

July (Sunday) - Y.T.C. ‘fun hunt’ at Misquamicut Beach. Details to follow.   

Relic   

Toy Bill Viot Tootsie Toy truck 
 Frank Lemasters Tootsie Toy car 
 John Hart Tootsie Toy dragster 
 Courtney McQueen Tonka Toy truck 
 Joe Waldron Pokemon Spin coin 
 Phil Skewes Toy motorcycle 
   

Military Dave Gregorski Sterling US Navy Locketag 
     

Other Bob Ellis Wooden beer barrel tap key 
 Mark Sutcliffe Tiny sunburst button 
 Ken Gudernatch 1869 London England Good Luck piece 
 Mike Giannetti Boy Scout neckerchief slide 
 Joe Waldron Cub Scout neckerchief slide 
 Chuck Anderson Stag Trade medallion circa 1880 
 Don Bogli Thimble 
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Minutes of Yankee Territory Coinshooters meeting May 11, 2004: 
 
 The meeting was called to order at 7:08 p.m. with 34 members and 2 guests present. 
The April Secretary’s Report was accepted as published. 
The Treasurer’s Report was read and accepted with a balance of $1,327.97 plus silver 
inventory of $145.79 at purchase cost. 
A member reported that he left behind a bag of Challenge finds at last month’s 
meeting including a Walking Liberty Half Dollar. Did anyone find it? 
We received a Thank-You letter from a woman to whom Everett Berube returned a ring in 
Florida. 
Mark Sutcliffe reported on the B.O.N.E. 11 Treasure Show in Keene, NH. He had a great 
time at the show and the hunts and won a detector for the first time in over 20 years. His 
team split a $120 award three-ways for Second Place in the Team Competition. 5 YTC 
members attended. Bob Ellis won Second Place in the Silver Category of the Best Finds 
of 2004 competition with his 1662 Massachusetts Oak Tree Twopence! (The winner 
submitted a cache of 28 Bust Half Dollars) 
Chuck Anderson reported on the Club Outing on Talcott Mountain. Ten members 
attended and found 2 silver coins in about two hours before the rains came. 
Mark Sutcliffe reported on the Club outing in Bolton. 35-40 members attended and 
hunted three fields. Finds included a Washington quarter, two Standing Liberty quarters, 
Mercury dimes, and a Nova Constellatio copper. Members enjoyed a picnic at Bill Viot’s 
house afterward. 
Cash Bash organizer Jerry Burr proposes a fundraising 50/50 Raffle. He offers to give 
the proceeds to YTC. [The YTC board unanimously agreed to split the ‘50%’ with Jerry.]  
Richard MacRobbie reported on the FMDAC Hunt in Virginia Beach, VA. He was the only 
YTC member attending. The local club held a hunt on Saturday with 140 entries. On 
Sunday the rain held off until the big hunt (with 225 entries) was over. He didn’t win any 
big prizes but came home with 122 silver dimes. Ken Gudernatch won a 2 peso gold coin 
in the FMDAC Raffle. He bought the ticket at a YTC meeting! 
New Business: 
A motion was made and approved to renew the post office box for another year for $68. 
Upcoming meeting topics will be: Best Career Finds in June and Relic Hunting 
Techniques in July. 
Club Outing at Hartford’s Keney Park Sunday, June 6th, hosted by Bruce Morris. 
D.I.R.T. Open Hunt this weekend in Rhode Island (we got no advance notice). 
Dave Gregorski gave a presentation on target recovery techniques. 
Mark Sutcliffe won the Attendance Drawing for 7 silver quarters. 
Pam Giannetti won the 50/50 Raffle. 
Ron DiMauro won the Silver Dollar Raffle for an 1885 in AU condition. 
Challenge Master Dave Gregorski announced the following winners: Frank LeMasters, 
Level 1; Ken Gudernatch, Levels 1 & 2; Vince DiBattista, Levels 1&2. 
The meeting adjourned at 9:10 p.m. 
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                            YTC Officers 
 
President, Chuck Anderson        944-9558   
         {ChuckAnderson944@globalnet.net}  
         
Vice President, Bruce Morris         212-2276 
                {brm1956@netzero.net}
                              
Secretary, Mark Sutcliffe                  860-647-7541  
                                      {Msutcl 1776@aol.com} 
 
Treasurer, Vince DiBattista              860-666-0270 
     {VDibattist@aol.com } 
 
Newsletter, Dave Gregorski               860-742-5836 
                                      {DGRookie@aol.com} 

Yankee Territory Coinshooters 
Code of Ethics 

Respect the rights and property of others. 
Never destroy historical or archeological artifacts. 
Observe all laws, whether national, state, or local. 
Aid law enforcement officials whenever possible. 

Leave the land and vegetation as it was. 
FILL IN ALL HOLES. 

Remove all trash and litter, take it with you when you 
leave. 

Remember that all coinshooters may be judged by the 
example YOU set. Always conduct yourself with 

courtesy and consideration toward others. 

Welcome to New Member 
John Hardin of Tolland. 

 
At the July meeting, Chuck Anderson 

will give a presentation on 
relic hunting techniques. 

 T.C.  Metal Detectors 
Authorized dealer for Fisher, Tesoro, Minelab, 
Garrett, Troy, Bounty Hunter, Detectorpro, 

Lesche, RTG, and more 

Tony Cwikla, 23 Cornwall Drive,  
Windsor Locks, CT  06096 

860-623-1153 or  860-916-2506 
{29 years experience, oldest, largest dealer in the area} 

Member: Y.T.C., FMDAC 
Special discounts for members! 

FAX: 860-627-0593;  e-mail:  
CAPACTION@aol.com 

 
We also carry a full line of books, digging tools, sand 
scoops, headphones, extra coils, bags, pouches, etc. 

 
- We use what we sell and give expert advice free of charge. - 

Why not come in and see what we’re finding !! 
 

METAL DETECTORS and ACCESSORIES  

J & E ENTERPRISES of  
S. Yarmouth  

Factory Authorized Dealer for Fisher, Garrett, 
Minelab, Tesoro, & Whites. Coiltek coils, Covers, 
Headphones, Beach & Water Scoops, Books, Etc., 

Eleanor Hube, 54 Old Main St. at Forest Rd. 
South Yarmouth, MA 02664 

1-508-760-2100 
Fax: 1-508-760-3738;  e-mail,  jetrhub@gis.net 
(Founding member of Yankee Territory Coinshooters) 

SALES, SERVICE & RENTALS 
Accepts Discover, Mastercard and Visa 

Will ship UPS 

(Special consideration for Y.T.C. members.) 
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Target Retrieval - P.S. 
By Dave Gregorski 

As usually happens, after I deliver a talk about 
detecting, things I ‘forgot’ to share keep popping 
into my head. Such is the case re. retrieving 
targets from dirt. 
I think it’s important to protect your hands when 
trying to get a target out of the ground. I like to 
wear light cotton gloves - they come cheap by the 
dozen, from stores like Home Depot. They offer 
a measure of protection from ‘sharps’, which can 
definitely be present in detecting environments. 
(Removing a target from the dirt pile or bottom 
of the hole is easier using your fingers, but be 
careful! Also, you’re less likely to scratch a nice 
coin.) 
Gloves also protect your skin from the harshness 
of contact with dirt/sand, from biting insects, and 
roots of poison ivy. I use a pair through 2-3 
washings, after which there’s not usually enough 
of the gloves left to be effective. They can keep 
your hands warm in the colder weather, and are 
not uncomfortable in the summer. And they 
‘breathe’, unlike rubber or vinyl varieties. 
Re. cutting ‘plugs’ in areas that are maintained 
for grass, the hinge is needed to keep the plug 
from being pulled out during mowing activities. 
Some modern mowers create quite a ‘suction’ 
effect. In areas of poor grass, it’s sometimes 
impossible to cut a neat plug, with roots intact. 
Here, do the best you can, but certainly leave the 
spot as neat as possible, smoothing/leveling out 
the area with your feet. 
In areas of special interest, where you definitely 
want to be allowed back, in the heat of summer 
the grass may still die, despite your care. 
(There’s nothing worse than a plethora of circular 
yellow spots in a lawn, a few days after you 
leave.) I carry a couple gallons of water in my 
truck - partly for drinking and hand washing,  
and partly for irrigating the plugs before I leave. 
It can be a ‘pain’ to do this on a hot summer day 
when you’re tired, but the homeowner (and the 
grass!) will appreciate it. 

Even ‘Ordinary Finds’… 
...can have meaning, with a little research. 
During a park hunt last fall with a fellow 
Y.T.C. member, I was finding a few 
interesting items, but  no silver or gold. And 
my hunting partner had gotten some nice, 
old silver coins.  

Feeling a bit ‘left out’, when I got home I did 
a ‘search’ on-line, for a “Red Fox Ale Token” 
I had unearthed. The following was written 
by -  
George Largay ... a graduate of the National Brewer's 
Academy in New York, with a Master's degree in 
Brewing. He had jobs in Montreal working for Molsen 
Brewing Company, and later at a brewery in Halifax, 
Nova Scotia. 
   During Prohibition, organized crime groups 
would smuggle gin into the States through 
Canada and whiskey from England. In 1932, 
President Roosevelt was elected. My father 
foresaw that Prohibition was going to be 
repealed by Congress as the Democrats had 
promised, so he bought two abandoned 
breweries; one in Amsterdam New York, and 
the other in Waterbury, Connecticut.  
So when it was repealed, he had everything 
cleaned and ready to operate and he was 
able to process some of the first legal brews 
after Prohibition. Red Fox Ale, the name of 
his beer, became very large among the 
small breweries. When World War Two 
came around, Largay Brewing Company 
sold most of its output to the U.S. Armed 
Forces that were stationed all around the 
world. I know this first hand because I was 
stationed in Africa at the time and we, the 
Navy, were having a picnic and it was Red 
Fox Ale that was served. 
At the end of World War Two, my father 
could tell that the days of small brewing 
companies were numbered. And since he 
had such up-to-date equipment because of 
the large part he played in supplying the 
Armed Forces, he was able to sell 
everything to a large brewing company by 
the name of Ropert. And because of the 
advanced brewing equipment, he was able 
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Connecticut Copper Mining & Coin Minting 
 
 "Higley Copper" (reproductions):  In 1728, Samuel Higley purchased 143 acres in what is 
now East Granby. Copper had been mined locally since 1712, and he found that his land, 
about a mile and a half south of existing mines also had copper available (One of the local 
mines we now know as Old NewGate Prison). By 1737 he was producing his own coins of 
high-grade copper which were valued in the area at three pence. But since the colonies were 
not allowed to mint coins of value, Higley stamped 'Value Me As You Please' on each one. 
On the 1737 coin, which is always reproduced more distinctly, he stated 'I Am Good Copper'. 
The 1739 version depicts a broad axe and the words 'Cut My Way Through'. By 1770s the limited 
copper had played out, but these reproductions serve as reminders of Connecticut's mining 
past and a bit of our colonial history. $2.75 each, $5.00 for both. 
 
 Reprinted form the CT DEP Store Catalog 
http://dep.state.dep.us 
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
2004 State Park passes are also available at the above URL for $40.00 including shipping 

Oh, Yes! 
In 1987, Canada replaced its $1 paper note 
with a coin. It stopped production of the 
notes, and withdrew them from circulation, 
forcing the Canadians to use the coin in 
‘commerce’. This was done as a cost-saving 
measure, as the “loonies” last much longer 
than paper. (The name came from the 
representation of a loon on the coin’s 
reverse.) 
In 1996, a $2 coin was added to Canadian 
currency….and of course, called the 
“twonie”. Several residents were questioned 
whether or not they’d like a return to smaller 
denomination paper money, and the reaction 
was mixed, and somewhat apathetic. 
Generally, they didn’t care either way. A few 
Americans (those south of the Canadian 
border!) were polled, and the reaction, 
though not statistically significant, was the 
same. 

And best of all, it would be a boon for 
detectorists! Imagine, actually paying for 
your gas (at least before the recent 
gouging), from a day of coinshooting! What’s 
not to like. So write your Congressman! 
Maybe we can pile into Rick’s van, D.C.- 
bound, and form a picket line. We can make 
up ‘pro-coin’ signs along the way, and of 
course stop at the Coney Island beach for 
some detecting. 
[Information gleaned from Coin World, 

Congratulations! 
Two new Y.T.C. members have found their first 
silver coin! Lisa Helme found a 1914 Barber 
dime (in East Hartford), and in Glastonbury Joe 
Waldron found a 1900-O Morgan silver dollar!  
There was talk about how boring detecting will 
be for them from now on. I mean, how can they 
get excited about a mere Mercury dime, or silver 
‘Rosie’? Now they might as well ‘go for the gold’.    
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Unfortunately, the record slips 
got misplaced, so there is no 
report for the FOM entries. 

Winners, however, are 
indicated on page 7. 

California Gold Coins 
   The Gold rush period in California (1849-1857) found the inhabitants without sufficient coins for 
commerce. So many privately issued gold coins and ingots were created. 

   The fractional gold coins of 25 cents, half dollar, and dollar were first minted in 1852. The 
obverses showed a representation of Liberty facing left, sometimes wearing a crown or 
Indian headdress. Stars are around the bust but not always the traditional 13. The date is 
usually below the bust, but sometimes on the reverse. There are no figures of animals on 
California gold.  

   After 1856 the coins were no longer important for coinage and they became souvenirs of 
this historic period. Though private coinage was outlawed in 1864, California fractional 
coinage continued to be minted until 1882. In the years after 1882, tokens with a similar 
design were manufactured for the jewelry trade. Pieces dated 1849 are in this category (8-
sided ‘coin’). These tokens are far less valuable than the originals ( ~$15). 

[Information obtained from 

What's Geocaching? 
What happens when techies gain access to a multibillion-dollar defense satellite system? They play. 
Days after the May 2000 order making precision GPS data available to civilians, GPS enthusiast Dave 
Ulmer hid some goodies in the hills of Oregon and posted the GPS coordinates online. Mike Teague 
found the booty, logged the event - which he called the GPS Stash Hunt-and a sport was born.  
 
Jeremy Irish and two friends from a failing dot-com started an official site to promote what is now 
commonly called geo-caching (www.geocaching.com). The items stashed are often whimsical: Irish's 
first find was a bottle of Sunny Delight and a log book. The thrill of the chase is the real motivation, 
however. "It's a directed adventure" says Irish. "You explore places you would have never gone to 
before."  
[Thanks to Rick Browne for this piece - if interested, speak with him, as he has done this!] 
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By Bruce Morris 
[Thanks to Bruce for ‘filling in’ 

for Rick.] 

Coins 
 
Gold / Silver 
Pre-1900  Richard MacRobbie              ½ Real circa 1790  
Using a Minelab on a freshly plowed field he found a ½ real circa 1790.   Mac was hunting alone on 
private property at the time.   
Post -1900  Joe Waldron                         1900-0 Dollar 

Joe’s first silver coin find was one to daydream about. He was using his Whites on public property when it 
signaled to him ‘Big Silva’ … dig here! Congratulations Joe! 
Other  
Pre-1900  Mike  Giannetti              1785 Nova Constellatio copper 

Mike attended the April fun hunt armed with his Whites. This coin was a welcome surprise as a Whites tends to 
signal “quarter” over big coppers. 
 
 Post 1900    Phil Skewes            1966 British 10 Pence 
Phil was hunting in the rain with his DFX.  At only two inches deep he found his winning entry. 
 
 Token /Medal   Frank LeMasters  1976  2 gram .999 silver Token  
Frank made this find on the surface with his Whites. Maybe a Bicentennial item but silver entry for this 
category made it a standout. 
 

Jewelry 
 
Gold   Mike Marvonek    Gold Ring w/3 stones  
Mike was on a public beach with his Minelab and estimates the depth at 8” to 10”. We aren’t sure what 
the stones are yet. 
Silver   Bob Cwikla   .925 Chain and locket 
Bob was out walking his Fisher on public property when it sniffed out this silver find. 
 
 Other    Bruce Morris    Pin, “We Keep’em Firing” 
Hunting at night by the White’s backlight this target signaled like a cent on the XLT. It is a defense 
plant production award from WWII.  The second one he has found. 
 
Relics 
 
Toy    Bill Viot    Toy Airplane 
Bill was hunting alone when his Whites went off over this target at 4”. 
Military  Carl Muller   Domed button with U.S. Eagle 

Carl was banging around in the woods with his Whites. He said the button was about an inch deep. 

Other   Bob Cwikla   Victorian era button 
Bob was using his Fisher on private property. The button was located 5” deep in an open area. 
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About Titanium Rings 
All e-Wedding band Titanium rings are made from high Aircraft Grade (6AL/4V) Titanium to 
provide our customers the highest quality. We never use the so-called "commercial-pure" 
grade which is inferior and not recommended. 
Titanium's unique properties make it an excellent choice for a wedding band, although it's very 
different than gold or platinum. It’s a very lightweight metal, almost like aluminum, weighing only 1/3 
as much as gold! Many people prefer this light feel because they hardly notice they are wearing a 
titanium ring at all! Its grayish color is close to white, but a few shades darker than platinum and white 
gold, more like the color of stainless steel, or gun-metal gray. 
Titanium is often marketed as being scratch-resistant, but our experience shows that with normal 
wear, titanium wedding bands will quickly begin to show small scrapes and scratches just like gold 
and platinum wedding bands. Although titanium is a very hard and durable metal, it can still be 
scratched by abrasive materials like rocks, sandpaper, and even hardened steel tools and utensils. 
The good news is that any jeweler in your area should be able to make your titanium ring look new 
again with a little polishing. Titanium rings look great and have a nice shine when they have been 
polished! Due to the incredible strength and durability of titanium, it is difficult to cut and shape 
compared to gold, silver and platinum. Because of this unique nature, re-sizing these rings is nearly 
impossible; therefore, great care must be taken when sizing your finger. It is possible to slightly 
increase a titanium ring's size by removing a small amount of material from the inside surface, but it 
isn't possible to make it smaller. 
Titanium is not a rare or precious metal - it is readily available to those who want to use it in any 
industry. Most of the cost in making a titanium ring is in the skilled labor to craft the ring from such a 
hard metal. All of our titanium wedding rings are made from high grade aircraft titanium to provide our 
customers the highest quality. Titanium rings are constructed from solid bars of titanium, which results 
in a perfectly seamless ring. Titanium will not irritate or discolor your skin and will not harm the body in 
any way. Titanium is used in the medical and dental fields in surgical implants, bone screws, hip 
replacements, heart valves and more. Titanium rings are superior in durability to precious metals such 
as gold, silver and platinum (as you might guess from its uses in the aerospace and medical fields). A 
Titanium ring may long outlive the wearer.  
Can a Titanium ring be cut off?  
Yes! Please be aware that in any situation where it might become necessary to cut off a Titanium ring 
- for instance excessive weight gain, hand injury, etc., - cutting through titanium will be more difficult 
than cutting through gold or platinum. However, it can still be done. In our own jewelry shop, we used 
a separating disc and flexible shaft tool-items commonly found in nearly all jewelry shops that work 
with gold, silver, and platinum--to cut through one of our 5mm domed and comfort fit titanium rings. 
Cutting it all the way through took only 20 seconds. Next, we contacted our local hospital emergency 
room and asked if they were equipped to cut off a titanium ring in an emergency. Most hospital 
emergency rooms are prepared to handle almost anything, and ours assured us that it would be no 
problem for them.  
During our 28 years of jewelry repair experience, we've only seen a dozen or so rings that have been 
cut off in hospital emergency rooms, and in most of those cases the rings had been bent out-of-round 
and were putting painful pressure on the finger. Titanium rings are less likely to crush or bend out-of-
round, so if you shut your hand in a car door or drop a heavy object on it, it might be safer to be 
wearing a titanium ring than a precious metal band! Nonetheless, if you ever need your Titanium ring 
cut off, just contact a local jeweler that uses separating discs. Please check with your local medical 
facility if you have concerns. 
 
 [From e-Wedding Band’s web site. Thanks to Rick Browne for sharing this.] 
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 Record Turnout for Club Outing in Bolton 

by Mark Sutcliffe 
 
      A record crown of between 35 and 40 
detectorists came out on a near-perfect day 
for a farm field hunt in Bolton, April 18th. In 
addition to a town-owned field slated for 
development, we also obtained permission 
from a local farmer to detect two other 
nearby fields for a total of probably 15 acres.  
Right off the bat, in the first field Bruce 
Morris dug a 1927 Standing liberty quarter 
with a full date. Shortly thereafter, rookie 
Sandra Sims dug a 1928 in similar condition. 
I found a 1964 Washington quarter. Some 
members moved on down the road to the 
second field where they found at least two 
Mercury dimes and brass buttons. In the 
third field, Vince DiBattista found a gold filled 
ring, I found a silver thimble, and Mike 
Giannetti found a very nice 1785 Nova 
Constellation copper, his first Colonial coin! 
Other relics included buckles, lead balls, and 
a Dairy Queen token. 
 
      At noon, the crowd moved over to Bill 
Viot’s house for a barbecue. Lottery tickets 
were distributed to new members and those 
who had been unsuccessful in the hunt. 
Dave Gregorski unfortunately was home sick 
so he received an e-mail detailing all the 
finds from the Colonial section of the Red 
Book. 

Talcott Mt. Hunt 
On May 2nd, 10 club members braved the 
intermittent drizzle and rain to detect trails along 
Talcott Mountain Ridge, a series of paths that 
have been used since Native American times.  
The two hours of allotted hunting time passed 
very quickly, due to the fact that there were many 
non-ferrous targets, including coins.   
 Most of the coins found were fairly modern, but 
two oldies were unearthed, a 1905 Barber Dime 
and a nice 'Merc' from the 1920's.  Another 
member found an interesting brass relic - a 
stamped 'Mercury Head" that may have been an 
emblem of some type.  Many members found 
over a dozen coins each, and several have asked 
for a second try at the site.  Due to the thick 
underbrush and poison ivy currently growing, I 
think that is best to wait for early next spring, 
when those who wish can spend an entire day 
detecting there.  I am sure that with more time, 
many more keepers will be found. 
 Thanks to everyone who showed up! 

[Thanks to Chuck Anderson for running this 
hunt, and for this report.] 

Large Cent Facts 
The large cents of 1793-1814 underwent a 
bewildering series of design changes. Four 
distinct obverse design types were introduced, 
while two completely different reverse design 
themes were used, one for just 12 days.  Add to 
this minor differences in die varieties, and these 
‘early date’ large cents offer a challenge to any 
collector. 
[Info. from Coin World, April 21, 2003.]  

Who Needs a Detector? 
A story about a trip to the bank… “I could 
see...a pair of silver dollars next to the 
teller’s elbow. So I asked, ‘What are you 
going to do with the 2 silver dollars?’ She 
shocked me by asking, ‘Do you want them?’ 
I immediately said, ‘Absolutely!’ 
I then realized that neither she nor the 
person who had brought them in knew what 
they had. From her comment, it seemed that 
both of them thought they had a couple of 
pesky foreign coins.  
The coins were an 1890 Morgan dollar and a 
1926-D Peace dollar, both in Very Fine 
condition. I would have offered at least even 
money for these 2 silver dollars, yet she was 
giving them to me for free!” 
[From Coins, October, 2003. Submitted by 
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UPCOMING EVENTS/HUNTS 

2004 Garrett Club Program: Please register all Garrett metal detectors purchased or received 
as gifts during 2004, with Garrett. If you make them aware that you are a member of YTC, 
Garrett will credit the club with 10% of the purchase price.  Obtain an application form from 
any YTC officer. This credit may be used to procure a Freedom Ace Give-A-Way detector. This 
is an easy and effective way to support your club! 

June 20 (Sunday) - Coin Show @ the Polish National Home, 60 Charter Oak Ave., Hartford. 
Free admission and parking - call 860-247-1784 for details. Doors open at 9 A.M. 

July 18 (Sunday) - Y.T.C. ‘fun hunt’ at Misquamicut Beach. We will meet in the main 
parking lot (near the buildings) at 5:45 P.M. The hunt will continue until 8 P.M., when 
we will again gather  together to compare finds and award prizes.  
   Low tide (not an exceptionally low one) is in the late afternoon, but water hunting is 
usually not feasible because of the large surf. Some type of sand-sifter will make target 
recovery a lot easier. Contact Dave Gregorski if you have questions. We usually ‘go 
local’ for some food afterward. Hope to see a lot of members there - remember, I found 
my $1000 gold/emerald/diamond ring here, at last year’s hunt! 

 

October 9-10 - 2004  CashBash!  
Jerry Burr has arranged for us to hunt a 200-year-old farm. There are 300 acres, with a 
stream, and a  few old houses and foundations on the property.  Owner says the farm 
was never detected. There are plowed fields and woods.  

The site is in Oxford, CT, just beyond Waterbury.  No camping on-site is allowed, but 
local lodging information will be forthcoming. Detecting is open both days for ‘natural 
finds’, and on Sunday, the individual and team planted hunts will take place. There will 
also be displays, and a 50/50 raffle held by Y.T.C., with great additional prizes. (Part of 
the proceeds will go to our club.)  

Info. and application blanks will be available at Y.T.C. meetings. Or get online at: 

Jerry@nationalmetaldetectingleague.com      

For Sale 
COMPASS DEPTH-DOUBLER - purchased around 1994 and used only once. Retail price 
was $465. If interested, please make an offer to: Eleanor Hube, 1-508-760-2100,  
e-mail  jetrhub@gis.net 
 
GARRETT SEAHUNTER XL-200 PULSE - Complete w/headphones, coil cover, charger, 
& owner's manual. All Ni-Cads replaced. Everything works great. Reduced to $125. 
             Bob Tulay  860-659-3629. 
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Minutes of Yankee Territory Coinshooters Meeting June 8, 2004: 
The meeting was called to order by President Chuck Anderson at 7:15 p.m. with 39 members (50% of the 
membership) and 4 guests present. 
The Secretary’s Report was accepted as published. 
Vince DiBattista gave his Treasurer’s Report that was accepted as read with a balance of $1,273.50 plus 
silver inventory of $124.25 at purchase cost. 
Announcements: 
Discussed the case of a Shelton, CT man who is suing the town of Stratford, CT. He claims he was unjustly 

arrested for using his metal detector in a town park. According to an Associated Press article dated 
May 31, 2004,  “Jerry Bloom has filed a notice of intent to sue the police department and the town. He 
says he will sue for false arrest, malicious prosecution and invasion of privacy. He says police illegally 
confiscated his metal detector and searched his car.” 

 Town attorney Kevin Kelly says Stratford officials deny any liability and believe that police 
followed the law and acted appropriately. Police say that park officials and neighbors complained in May 
2003 that bloom, who was using his metal detector, was randomly digging around the park, damaging the 
lawn. He was issued a ticket for damaging property and was banned from using his metal detector in the 
park. Bloom was arrested in October on charges of disorderly conduct.” 
We discussed the importance of always refilling holes and removing trash, also the importance of 
maintaining a calm and professional demeanor if accosted by an official.     Mr. Bloom is not a member of 
the Yankee Territory Coinshooters. 
Eleanor Hube is running a State Quarters Contest for customers who find state quarters with a detector they 
have purchased from her. Call her for details or pick up a form at the meeting. 
A bunch o’ free magazines were available for the taking. 
Old Business: 
Dave Gregorski talked up Jerry Burr’s Cash Bash in October. See the Probe for details. The $20 early 
registration deadline is September 9th. 
Bruce Morris reported that the Keney Park Club outing attracted thirteen members to the drained pond. 8-
10 silver coins were found plus 2 silver rings. 
The club gave its condolences to Bruce upon hearing of the death of his cat. 
Ken Gudernatch reported that he found his container of Challenge items that were reported lost in last 
month’s Probe. 
New Business: 
Dave Gregorski reported that there will be a Club outing at Misquamicut Beach in Rhode Island on 
Saturday, July 17th. (Note corrected day and date—not Sunday) 
Mike Marvonek showed off his handcrafted water scoop he made by bending and brazing a shovel, 
hardware cloth, and scraps of angle iron. 
The evening’s program was a stunning array of Career Best Finds by Vince DiBattista, Rick Browne, Bob 
Tulay, Mark Sutcliffe, Don Bogli, Dave Gregorski, Richard MacRobbie, Bob Ellis, Ken Gudernatch, and 
Ray Dapkus. 
Bob Cwikla won the Attendance Drawing for one silver quarter. 
Bob Ellis won the 50/50 Drawing. 
Mike Giannetti won the 1880 (AU) Morgan Silver Dollar Raffle. 
Challenge Master Dave Gregorski reported the following winners: Phil Skewes, Level 1; Rick Browne, 
Level 2; Eleanor Hube, Level 2; Dave Gregorski, Level 3. Eleanor and Dave donated their awards (total of 
3 silver quarters) to the club’s ‘treasure chest’. 
The meeting adjourned to the parking lot to commiserate with Bob Ellis over his lost car keys at 9:15 p.m. 

Respectfully Submitted, Mark Sutcliffe, Secretary 
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                            YTC Officers 
 
President, Chuck Anderson        944-9558   
         {ChuckAnderson944@globalnet.net}  
         
Vice President, Bruce Morris         212-2276 
                {brm1956@netzero.net}
                              
Secretary, Mark Sutcliffe                  860-647-7541  
                                      {Msutcl 1776@aol.com} 
 
Treasurer, Vince DiBattista              860-666-0270 
     {VDibattist@aol.com } 
 
Newsletter, Dave Gregorski               860-742-5836 
                                      {DGRookie@aol.com} 

Yankee Territory Coinshooters 
Code of Ethics 

Respect the rights and property of others. 
Never destroy historical or archeological artifacts. 
Observe all laws, whether national, state, or local. 
Aid law enforcement officials whenever possible. 

Leave the land and vegetation as it was. 
FILL IN ALL HOLES. 

Remove all trash and litter, take it with you when you 
leave. 

Remember that all coinshooters may be judged by the 
example YOU set. Always conduct yourself with 

courtesy and consideration toward others. 

T.C.  Metal Detectors 
Authorized dealer for Fisher, Tesoro, Minelab, 
Garrett, Troy, Bounty Hunter, Detectorpro, 

Whites, Lesche, RTG, and more 

Tony Cwikla, 23 Cornwall Drive,  
Windsor Locks, CT  06096 

860-623-1153 or  860-916-2506 
{29 years experience, oldest, largest dealer in the area} 

Member: Y.T.C., FMDAC 
Special discounts for members! 

FAX: 860-627-0593;  e-mail:  
CAPACTION@aol.com 

 
We also carry a full line of books, digging tools, sand 
scoops, headphones, extra coils, bags, pouches, etc. 

 
- We use what we sell and give expert advice free of charge. - 

Why not come in and see what we’re finding !! 

METAL DETECTORS and ACCESSORIES  

J & E ENTERPRISES of  
S. Yarmouth  

Factory Authorized Dealer for Fisher, Garrett, 
Minelab, Tesoro, & Whites. Coiltek coils, Covers, 
Headphones, Beach & Water Scoops, Books, Etc., 

Eleanor Hube, 54 Old Main St. at Forest Rd. 
South Yarmouth, MA 02664 

1-508-760-2100 
Fax: 1-508-760-3738;  e-mail,  jetrhub@gis.net 
(Founding member of Yankee Territory Coinshooters) 

SALES, SERVICE & RENTALS 
Accepts Discover, Mastercard and Visa 

Will ship UPS 

(Special consideration for Y.T.C. members.) 

August 10 Meeting Topic 
Dave Gregorski will give a presentation on 

hunting trashy sites. He will also bring a 
display of items he’s collected from the 
Keney Park site, where Turtle Pond has 

been drained.  
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July ‘Fun Hunt’ Change! 
The date has been changed to Saturday, 
July 17. It will still be at Misquamicut Beach in 
Rhode Island, meeting at the main parking lot at 
5:45 P.M.  

I apologize for any inconvenience. Being retired, 
all days are kind of the same to me. I hadn’t 
thought about people who still work, where a 
Sunday hunt, with getting home very late after 
the long drive, might be prohibitive. Hope to see 
a lot of you there.     Dave G.  

Keney Park Hunt News 
We got lucky in several ways...the day (June 6) 
began with a steady drizzle, but that soon stopped 
while the 3-hour hunt was underway. The big 
surprise, was that the nearby Turtle Pond had 
been drained, and some dredgings were piled 
high on the grassy ‘meadow’ area. 
The pond is indicated on an 1895 map, so it was  
at least that old. In talking with a few ‘locals’, I 
subsequently found out that at least some of the 
pond may be ‘as old as dirt’, as it’s spring fed. It 
may have been enlarged at some point.  
There was evidence of former use, as many brass 
numbered tags were recovered (I currently have 
17), possibly from some formalized ice skating 
venture. And who was there to prevent 
swimming, back around 1900? The use of small 
boats was also allowed for awhile. So there was a 
potential ‘gold mine’ for old finds. Not to 
mention fishing sinkers. 
But to everyone’s surprise, no gold was found, 
only some gold-filled jewelry. But many of the 
14 detectorists did get silver...at least 2 rings, and 
9 or more coins in total. The oldest I saw were a 
1902 Barber dime, and a Canadian silver dime 
from the teens. When I got there about 2 minutes 
after the ’start’, it was funny to see our members 
crawling over the ’sludge pile’ like ants!  
Thanks to Bruce Morris for running this hunt. 
Several members have been back there since, 
with good results.     Dave G. 

GOLD in NEW HAMPSHIRE 
Gold has been reported from many streams in 
northern and western New Hampshire. The following 
is a partial list: 
Tunnel Brook near Benton, Lincoln Notch Brook, 
Salmon Hole Brook in Lisbon area (reported to be the 
site of an 1866 con scheme when a sluice box was 
salted with gold to attract investors).  
Wild Ammonoosuc River, Ammonoosuc River below 
Bath, Indian Stream in northern Coos County. Gold is 
also reported in glacial deposits in the area. County 
Perry Stream, Dead Diamond River, Swift Diamond 
River, CONNECTICUT RIVER -also its tributaries.  
 
 
Gold in Cheshire County, along the ridge east of 
Surry Village on Surry Mountain, numerous mines 
once yielded small amounts of gold, copper, silver 
and lead. Near Dublin a gold deposit discovered in 
1875 was worked for a year before being abandoned. 
 
 Gold in Coos County, gold placer deposits have 
been reported in streams in the northern end of the 
state. The Indian Stream & any of its branches north 
of Pittsburgh are the most frequently mentioned sites. 
 
 Gold in Carroll County, small nuggets and flake 
gold have been found in most of the streams 
originating in the White Mountains. 
 
 The Lost and Pemigewasset Rivers are reported to be 
the most productive, and as the source of this gold 
remains unknown, a possible bonanza awaits 
discovery in the region. Also in Carroll County, the 
Lost Ben Nelson Mine was said to be somewhere in 
the vicinity of Crawford Notch. Just outside the site 
of Sawyers River three and a half miles west of 
Bartlett several lost silver mines are reported to await 
discovery in the Bald Mountain area. 
 
 For Further Information .... 
 
 ...on the geology of gold, contact the State Geologist 
at the N.H. Depart. of Environmental Services, 
POB 2008, Concord, NH, 03302-2008   (603-271-
3406). 
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Gold - Significance & Uses 
 
   The brightness and ornamental beauty of gold 
have fascinated humans for more than 5000 years 
& still does. This most noble metal takes its 
name from the Germanic "gulth," meaning 
glowing or shining metal. Gold often establishes 
the standard by which wealth is measured, The 
physical properties of gold add to its popularity 
and value. On a scale of 1 to 10, it has an average 
hardness of 2.8; diamond is 10. So gold is 
relatively soft, malleable and tarnish resistant. It 
makes excellent jewelry. 
   The modern electronics industry uses gold for 
its corrosion resistance and  conducting  
properties, accounting for 1/3 of the industrial 
demand for gold.  
   Gold has a specific gravity of 19.3, meaning it 
is more than 19 times heavier than an equal 
volume of water. 
   Gold has a rich yellow color or "kindly" 
appearance, turning paler as its silver content 
increases. Gold is relatively easy to identify 
when you know its properties, but novices can 
confuse it with minerals such as pyrite and mica. 
Both can occur with gold. Pyrite, or "fool's gold," 
is brassy light yellow, and brittle (shatters when 
crushed). Mica is light yellow to bronzy, light 
weight, and has a ‘platey’ appearance. 

Here in the USA we often use the avoirdupois 
ounce. Every time you step on the scale at 
home, or weigh food found in the grocery, you 
use the avoirdupois ounce weight system. There 
are 16 avoirdupois ounces in a pound. 
 
 Avoirdupois weights - a pound is equal to 
about 453.6 grams, or 14.583 troy ounces. 1 
ounce = 437.5 grains, or 28.35 grams. 1 pound 
equals 16 ounces or 453.59 grams. That is the 
equivalent to 14.58 "troy" ounces. 
 
 What do you get when you buy an ounce? 
 
 It is thought that the troy ounce was named 
after a weight system used in Troyes, France 
during the Middle Ages. The troy ounce is 
heavier than the grocery store ounce. When you 
purchase a 1 ounce silver or gold coin, you are 
receiving a "troy" ounce. If you put that same I 
troy oz. coin on a grocery store scale you will 
find that it weighs about 10% more than the 
food ounce you are familiar with, It will weigh 
about 1.1 ounces. Consequently, a grocery store 
pound which weighs 16 ounces (or 453.59 
grams) will contain about 14.58 troy ounces. 
Separately, the troy weight system has it's own 
definition of a pound. A "troy pound" contains 
12 troy ounces or 373.24 grams (which is over 
13 ounces), 
 
 Troy weights - One troy ounce = 480 grains, or 
31.10 grams. There are also 20 pennyweights to 
a troy ounce. A troy pound contains 12 troy 
ounces (over 13 avoirdupois ounces) and is 
equivalent to 373.24 grams. 32.15 troy ounces 
= 1 kilogram. 
 
 Pennyweight; One of the little used weights is 
the pennyweight, The pennyweight is 19.752 to 
I US oz. or 1.555 grams It is seldom used. 
 
 Note: Some weights are approximate. 
[From the Treasure Hunters Gazette, Oct./Nov., 
2003.]  

Troy, Grains, Pennyweight, etc. 
 
 Precious metals such as gold & silver are often 
sold by the troy ounce. Many people don't 
realize that an ounce of gold is more than the 
typical ounce, found at the grocery store. In 
many English speaking countries there are two 
systems for measuring weight. One, for precious 
metals, called the troy ounce and the other is for 
Commodities such as sugar, grains, and the 
typical grocery items. The latter is called the 
avoirdupois ounce.  

{Continued on next column} 
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Bold, italics indicates the 
winners - submitted by Rick 

Browne, July, 2004 

Coins   
Gold / Silver   
Pre 1900 John Hart 1893 Barber quarter 
     
Post 1899 Craig Sims 1917-S Standing Liberty quarter 

 Dave Gregorski 1903 Barber dime 
 Dennis Thorpe 1942 Walking Liberty half 
 Tony Cwikla 1926 Mercury dime 
   

Other   
Pre 1900 Mark Sutcliffe 1865 3¢, 1858 Flying Eagle, 1875 & ‘83 Indian Heads 
      President’s award Bob Ellis 1789 Fugio cent 
 Ken Gudernatch 1795 - 1796 Capped Bust large cent - small planchet 
 Carl Muller 1802 Large cent 
   
Post 1899 Mike Giannetti 1916 Buffalo nickel 
 Rick Browne Y2K dollar 
 Bob Cwikla 1910 "Wheatie" 

   
Token Bob Tulay 1846 Ferdinan Phillep Louis - Notre Dame 

 Frank Lemasters The Connecticut Co. Transportation token 
(Consolation Prize) Vincent DiBattista Saginaw Bay Fish Co.   

   
Jewelry   
Gold Ken Gudernatch 10K ring with 6 of 7 diamonds 

 Vincent DiBattista 10K ring with Amethysts 
   

Silver Richard Browne Silver bracelet with garnets and marcesite 
 John Hart Claddagh ring 
 Phil Skewes Sterling silver chain with pendant 
 Joe Waldron Silver ring 
 Dave Gregorski WWII Sterling Production Award pin 
 Mike Giannetti Silver ring 
   

Other Bob Tulay Nice Junk Ring! 
 Mark Sutcliffe Encased mustard seed charm 
 Bob Cwikla Religious medal 
 Don Bogli Bob & Wanda heart charm 
 John McQueen Junk home-made ring 
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Relic   

Toy Ray Dapkus 1950 Dinky Police Car 
 Steve Gudernatch Junior Fire Marshall Badge 

 Dave Gregorski Tootsie Toy - VW Beetle 

 Frank Lemasters 1967 Chevy Camero R/S with working hood - low miles 

 John McQueen Maisto Dodge car 

 Bob Cwikla Toy car 

   

Military Ken Gudernatch Bayonet  (WWI ?) 
 Dennis Thorpe Musket ball 

     

Other Mark Sutcliffe 1878 - 1917 Masonic Fraternal Org. IOH medal 
 Joe Waldron 1950 - 1977 Dial calendar from Mass. Mutual 

 John Hart Brass frog 

 Carl Muller Suspender buckle 

 Bob Ellis 1700's buckle 

 Bob Tulay "Working" lever buckle 

President’s award Don Bogli Spoon with English Hall Marks 

 Tony Cwikla Button 

President’s award Craig Sims Sterling silver spoon 

FORT MYERS, Fla. (Jan. 12) - When Virginia Moore's husband was killed in battle during World War 
II, an identification bracelet she gave him was lost in a foxhole for almost 60 years. 
Moore was tearfully reunited with the token Friday when a Belgian police officer gave her the silver 
piece her husband, Marcus Comer, was wearing when he left to fight in 1944. 
"I was speechless," Moore said. "I kissed it. It was wonderful." 

Lorenzo Maierna said he found the bracelet inside a foxhole in a forest near Villers-la-Bonne-Eau, 
Belgium, while searching for World War II artifacts. The history buff hopes to open a World War II 
museum in Belgium to commemorate American veterans. 

Maierna and his wife traveled to give Moore the bracelet in person. 
Moore agreed to have the bracelet returned after her death, for possible inclusion in the museum. 
Comer was killed Jan. 14, 1945, during the Battle of the Bulge. His name and Army serial number 
were engraved on one side of the bracelet. The words "Love, Ginny" graced the other. 

[Thanks to Mark Sutcliffe for submitting this piece. Occasionally, our hobby can touch the lives of 
others.] 
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FINDERS KEEPERS RULING 

 
A federal appeals court ruled over the summer that Spain owns the wrecks of two Spanish warships that sank 
off the Virginia coast two centuries ago. The treasure hunter at the center of the case plans to appeal to the 
Supreme Court this week. Some say that if the ruling is allowed to stand, it could put countless shipwrecks 
and perhaps billions in booty off-limits. 

Traditionally, owners of sunken ships who didn't look for them within a given amount of time gave up their 
rights to the ships, Benson said, This ruling changes that by saying that a shipwreck has to be explicitly 
abandoned in order for someone else to salvage it, he said. 

At issue are the submerged wrecks of the frigates Juno and La Galga, which went down off Assateague 
Island on the Eastern Shore of the Chesapeake Bay. The Juno disappeared during a squall in 1802. 
According to some accounts, it carried as much as $500 million in coins and precious metals. La Galga sank 
during a storm in 1750 a few miles away. It apparently had no treasure but may have been carrying horses 
that were ancestors to the wild ponies that wander Assateague Island today. 
 
 Benson found what he believes are the wrecks of the two ships, and he obtained salvage rights from the state 
of Virginia in return for 25 percent of any profits. In 1998, however, Spain claimed ownership of the vessels 
- the first such claims the country had made in hundreds of years. The U.S. government supported Spain, 
arguing that allowing the salvage of foreign warships would subject U.S. vessels to the same fate. In July, the 
4th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals in Richmond ruled that Virginia could not claim the ships unless they were 
expressly abandoned by Spain. The court cited a 1902 treaty between Spain and the United States that says 
the countries will provide the same protection to each other's shipwrecks as they would to their own. 
 
 James Goold, a Washington lawyer who represented Spain, said that the ruling was not unprecedented and 
that the principle is contained in countless treaties involving the United States and other countries. Finders 
keepers applies only when property has been abandoned, and these ships weren't abandoned, Goold said. 
Goold noted that about 430 Spanish soldiers and their families went down with the Juno, and said that Spain 
did not want their final resting place to be disturbed for commercial purposes. 
 
Spain also wanted to make sure the rules regarding wrecks are clear because modern technology has made it 
possible for treasure hunters to locate almost any sunken vessel, the lawyer said. "These ships are also in 
many cases irreplaceable historic time capsules," he said. "Too many of them have already been destroyed." 
The ruling applies to ships that belonged to the Spanish government, not private ships, Goold said. But if the 
high court lets it stand, it could affect thousands of treasure ships lost in North America over centuries of 
Spanish colonization, said Pat Clyne, vice president of Mel Fisher Enterprises in Key West, FL, the 
legendary treasure hunters who, beginning in the 1970s, recovered hundreds of millions in booty from the 
gold-laden Spanish galleon Nuestra Senora de Atocha, which went down off Key West in 1622. 
 
As for Benson, he said he is not sure how much longer he will be willing to fight for the right to salvage the 
ships. He has already spent more than $2 million of his own money - -much of it in court. "I started it as 
something I loved doing versus something I hoped to make money at," he said. "I just haven't decided how 
much more money I can afford to spend." 
 
 [From The Associated Press, appearing in Western & Eastern Treasures, March, 2001.] 
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2004 CashBash Information 
History - Schreiber Farm 
The Schreibers have occupied this farm for almost 70 years. Corn fields can be seen in the summer and 
pumpkins in the fall. The Schrieber Farm, consisting about 400 acres, was bought by the Schreibers in 1910 
from a Mr. Ryder. It was originally a dairy farm and has been a farm since the early 1600s. It presently raises 
beefers and pigs. The house is divided into three parts with the middle part dating back to before the 1800s. 
 
There was a mill on the Eight Mile Brook* which was moved to the house sometime in the 1800s. In the early 
1900s, there were apple orchards up the mountain. This often presented problems in collecting the harvest. The 
horse and carts had great difficulty descending the mountain with al lthe produce. 
 
*Eight Mile Brook – according to our life long residents, enters Oxford from Middlebury around the Industrial 
Area of town, meanders through the town for about eight miles (thus the name) crossing Route 67, Quaker 
Farm’s Road and Route 34 finally emptying into the Housatonic River. All along the Eight Mile Brook, at 
various points, there are remnants of foundations that were old mills established between 1700 and 1800. There 
were saw mills, cider mills, tanneries and even a button factory along the main areas. 
 
The Miller House, first recorded in 1747, at 63 Barry Road was so named because it was across the road from 
the mill. 

Schedule of Events 

Sat. Oct. 9th.               8am-5pm           Open Hunt 

                                    9am-4pm           Free hourly participation raffles 

                                    4pm sharp         Judging for Natural Finds Competition 

                                    6pm                  Banquet Dinner "special guest speaker, Mr. Ed Fedory"    

  

Sun. Oct. 10th.           9am-4pm            Open Hunt 

                                   10am-2pm           Free hourly participation raffles 

                                   10am-noon         Individual & Team competition hunt 

                                    12noon               Judging for displays 

                                    1pm-2pm           NMDL National Championship Hunt- 

                                                                Best 4 players from each state. 

 

*** NO METAL DETECTING GROUNDS BEFORE SAT. OCT. 9TH. 8AM OR AFTER 5PM ON SUN. OCT. 10th, 
OR WITHOUT COMPLETED REGISTRATION FORM AND CONFIRMATION NUMBER. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS/HUNTS 

2004 Garrett Club Program: Please register all Garrett metal detectors purchased or received 
as gifts during 2004, with Garrett. If you make them aware that you are a member of YTC, 
Garrett will credit the club with 10% of the purchase price.  Obtain an application form from 
any YTC officer. This credit may be used to procure a Freedom Ace Give-A-Way detector. This 
is an easy and effective way to support your club! 

September 26 (Sunday) - Coin Show @ the Polish National Home, 60 Charter Oak Ave., 
Hartford. Free admission and parking - call 860-247-1784 for details. Doors open at 9 A.M. 

July 17 (Saturday) - Y.T.C. ‘fun hunt’ at Misquamicut Beach. We will meet in the 
main parking lot (near the buildings) at 5:45 P.M. The hunt will continue until 8 P.M., 
when we will again gather  together to compare finds and award prizes.  
   Low tide (not an exceptionally low one) is in the late afternoon, but water hunting is 
usually not feasible because of the large surf. Some type of sand-sifter will make target 
recovery a lot easier. Contact Dave Gregorski if you have questions. We usually ‘go 
local’ for some food afterward. Hope to see a lot of members there - remember, I found 
my $1000 gold/emerald/diamond ring here, at last year’s hunt! 

 

October 9-10 - 2004  CashBash!  
Jerry Burr has arranged for us to hunt a 200-year-old farm. There are 300 acres, with a 
stream, and a  few old houses and foundations on the property.  Owner says the farm 
was never detected. There are plowed fields and woods.  

The site is in Oxford, CT, just beyond Waterbury.  No camping on-site is allowed, but 
local lodging information will be forthcoming. Detecting is open both days for ‘natural 
finds’, and on Sunday, the individual and team planted hunts will take place. There will 
also be displays, and a 50/50 raffle held by Y.T.C., with great additional prizes. (Part of 
the proceeds will go to our club.)  

Info. and application blanks will be available at Y.T.C. meetings. Or get online at: 

Jerry@nationalmetaldetectingleague.com      

Tidbit 
When Congress passed the Mint Act of 1792, it required silver and gold coins to depict a bald eagle on 
the reverse. While subsequent legislation relaxed that rule, federal law still requires an eagle be 
depicted on the standard (i.e., non-commemorative) quarter dollar, the half dollar, and the dollar. 

[From Coin World, May 3, 2004.]  
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Minutes of Yankee Territory Coinshooters meeting July 13, 2004: 
The meeting was called to order at 7:15 p.m. with 40 members (including 3 new members) and 1 
guest present. Current membership is 82. 
The Secretary’s Report was accepted as published. 
The Treasurer’s Report was read and accepted with a balance of $1,167.57 plus silver inventory of 
$148.21 at purchase cost. 
Correspondence included free magazines, newsletters, and newspaper articles. 
Old Business: 
The club’s silver inventory is getting low. We just purchased 4 silver dollars, and will be looking 
to buy silver dimes, quarters, and dollars at a price to be announced. 
Dave Gregorski reported on the 50/50 fundraising raffle to be held in cooperation with Jerry 
Burr’s Cash Bash. There will be several very nice additional prizes including a Spanish silver 8 
real, and a US gold coin! Tickets will be $5.00 each at the event (no advance or off-site ticket 
sales). 
The July Club Outing will be held on the 17th at Misquamicut Beach in Rhode Island. 
Dave and Bruce reported on the Keney Park outings. The pond has been completely dredged and 
the second car has been removed. Silver coins, wheaties, Indian Head cents, and buffalo nickels 
are still turning up in the pond and the dredgings, but no gold as of yet. In light of recent criminal 
activity members are reminded to exercise caution in the park and environs. 
Richard MacRobbie warned members that vandals are getting their jollies putting sand in car gas 
tanks at the beaches. Eleanor Hube’s car was so vandalized on Cape Cod. Most new cars won’t 
accept locking gas caps due to the emission regulations so park in well-lit areas and look before 
starting your car. 
New Business: 
Chuck plans to hold a club fundraising auction at the November meeting. He wants donations of 
detecting-related items (including coins and jewelry) by the end of the September meeting so he 
can prepare an auction catalog. This is the clubs biggest single fundraiser so please help out by 
donating goodies that others will want to buy. 
The August Club outing will be at Rocky Neck in Old Lyme August 14th at 5:45 p.m. 
The DiscoveRIn Rhode Island’s Treasures (DIRT) club is hosting a three-night camping and 
detecting trip to Lake Sebago point, Maine starting the Tuesday after Labor Day. YTC members 
are welcome to join them. See their website (www.ritreasure.com) for contact information. 
The evening’s program was a presentation on relic hunting by Chuck Anderson and Ray Dapkus.  
Don Bogli won the Attendance Drawing for one silver quarter. 
Dave Gregorski presented his second “First New Nickel Found” award to Phil Skewes. 
Dave Gregorski announced several new Challenge winners. Level 1: Joe Leal, Bob Cwikla, John 
Hart, and John McQueen. Level 2: Phil Skewes, Frank LeMasters. 
Richard MacRobbie filled in for the Hubleys on raffle ticket sales.  
Steve Gudernatch won the 1901-O Silver Dollar Raffle. 
Steve Gudernatch also won the 50/50 Raffle. 
Meeting adjourned at 9:06 p.m. 

Respectfully Submitted, Mark Sutcliffe, Secretary 
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                            YTC Officers 
 
President, Chuck Anderson        944-9558   
         {ChuckAnderson944@globalnet.net}  
         
Vice President, Bruce Morris         212-2276 
                {brm1956@netzero.net}
                              
Secretary, Mark Sutcliffe                  860-647-7541  
                                      {Msutcl 1776@aol.com} 
 
Treasurer, Vince DiBattista              860-666-0270 
     {VDibattist@aol.com } 
 
Newsletter, Dave Gregorski               860-742-5836 
                                      {DGRookie@aol.com} 

Yankee Territory Coinshooters 
Code of Ethics 

Respect the rights and property of others. 
Never destroy historical or archeological artifacts. 
Observe all laws, whether national, state, or local. 
Aid law enforcement officials whenever possible. 

Leave the land and vegetation as it was. 
FILL IN ALL HOLES. 

Remove all trash and litter, take it with you when you 
leave. 

Remember that all coinshooters may be judged by the 
example YOU set. Always conduct yourself with 

courtesy and consideration toward others. 

T.C.  Metal Detectors 
Authorized dealer for Fisher, Tesoro, Minelab, 
Garrett, Troy, Bounty Hunter, Detectorpro, 

Whites, Lesche, RTG, and more 

Tony Cwikla, 23 Cornwall Drive,  
Windsor Locks, CT  06096 

860-623-1153 or  860-916-2506 
{29 years experience, oldest, largest dealer in the area} 

Member: Y.T.C., FMDAC 
Special discounts for members! 

FAX: 860-627-0593;  e-mail:  
CAPACTION@aol.com 

 
We also carry a full line of books, digging tools, sand 
scoops, headphones, extra coils, bags, pouches, etc. 

 
- We use what we sell and give expert advice free of charge. - 

Why not come in and see what we’re finding !! 

METAL DETECTORS and ACCESSORIES  

J & E ENTERPRISES of  
S. Yarmouth  

Factory Authorized Dealer for Fisher, Garrett, 
Minelab, Tesoro, & Whites. Coiltek coils, Covers, 
Headphones, Beach & Water Scoops, Books, Etc., 

Eleanor Hube, 54 Old Main St. at Forest Rd. 
South Yarmouth, MA 02664 

1-508-760-2100 
Fax: 1-508-760-3738;  e-mail,  jetrhub@gis.net 
(Founding member of Yankee Territory Coinshooters) 

SALES, SERVICE & RENTALS 
Accepts Discover, Mastercard and Visa 

Will ship UPS 

(Special consideration for Y.T.C. members.) 

Welcome to new members... 

Richard Gyure of Columbia 
Roy Wilbur of Glastonbury 

Cynthia Hursty of Rocky Hill 
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July 17 ‘Fun Hunt’ Results 
By Dave Gregorski 

   A nice breeze and ample surf greeted 17 Y.T.C. 
members (plus guests) at Misquamicut Beach. A 
good Saturday crowd began filtering homeward as 
we wound our way through the available sand. 
   Although we seemed to be the first detectorists of 
the evening, the number of good targets was lower 
than expected. After 2 hours, 4 people had over 40 
coins, yet only a few pieces of jewelry showed (the 
best, a gold-plated silver earring). The most 
interesting relic was a very large (~6 inch) key, 
inscribed ‘Patent Pending’. It was certainly from 
the 1800’s, and one can fantasize how it got there. 
‘Scratch tickets’ were handed out, and yielded two 
$1 winners. Most partook in a post-hunt meal at 
Paddy’s. 
   If we caught fish all the time, it would be called 
‘catching’, not ‘fishing’. Part of detecting is hope 
and expectation, and sometimes reality doesn’t live 
up to that. Yet I think we all enjoyed the attempt, 
and the camaraderie. Thanks to all those who were 
part of the evening. 

August 14 ‘Fun Hunt’ 
On this Saturday evening, Chuck Anderson will 
be ‘hosting’ a hunt at Rocky Neck State Park 
beach. We will begin in the parking lot at 5:45 
P.M., and continue until 8:30 P.M. (if the guards 
permit hunting until then).  
There will likely be an entrance fee (perhaps 
reduced) until 6:30, so car-pooling is suggested. 
Perhaps you know someone with a State Park 
pass. For those interested in waterhunting, there 
may be ‘flats’ that go out quite far. Let’s hope 
that no thunderstorm interrupts us, like last year.  

Y.T.C. Auction! 
Once again, Chuck Anderson will be 
putting together an important money-
raiser, for our club. Donations are 
requested and needed - items can be 
hobby-related, but that is not a firm 
requirement. (In the past, there has been 
an assortment of coins, books, digging 
tools, artifacts, jewelry, etc.). 
Please get your donations to Chuck 
ASAP (see page 3 for contact info.), as 
the Auction Catalog will be presented in 
the October Probe. The auction itself 
will be held at the November 9 
meeting. 

Please Help our September Meeting 
For the Sept. 14  Y.T.C. meeting, please bring 
your favorite digging tool(s). Maybe it’s unique 
in some way, or has a special use. And/or bring a 
‘lucky charm’ that you take with you for 
detecting luck! 
We’re sure that there are memories associated 
with the tools, and we’d like to hear one or two. 
Sharing ideas/experiences helps make this a 
‘user-friendly’ club! 
 

A Loss… 
I suspect most Y.T.C. members didn’t know Ed 
Kelly. None of us knew until recently that he 
passed away in February. He had been battling an 
illness for a few years.  
Ed joined our club in March of 2002. I remember 
seeing him at his first meeting, interested in what 
was going on, but not knowing anyone to talk to. 
We spoke briefly, and subsequently hooked up a 
few times for detecting. 
Ed was a genuine nice guy...a good man. I think 
most who knew him even a little, liked him. 
Though our trips and phone calls were infrequent, I 
thought of him as a friend. I last called him in 
January, wondering how he was doing. He didn’t 
say so, but I sensed something was wrong.  
I can still see him, meticulously removing his 
spotless XLT from its carrying bag, and setting it 
up. I’m glad I have that memory, and I miss him. 
Your Board will be delivering a card and fruit 
basket to his surviving wife.           Dave G. 
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You Never Know… 
By Dave Gregorski 

Construction sites usually aren’t ‘my thing’, but I’d been keeping my eye on a corner lot, on 
a street that went way back in time. A construction crew had first removed the timber, and 
now I saw two large dirt piles, two pieces of earth-moving equipment, and a scraped area. I 
wasn’t sure when the crew finished for the day, and I also wanted to keep a ‘low profile’ - 
so I somehow contained my excitement and waited until just after 7 P.M. for my adventure 
to start. 
I parked on an un-busy side street, next to some large bushes. I didn’t feel like changing to a 
smaller coil, deciding to deal with the trash for this initial trip. (Besides, the 15” WOT coil 
is useful for quickly scouting a new spot.) My hope began to wane - after the first hour, all I 
had found was a Wheatie, a modern nickel, and an old watch fob. I noticed what might have 
been an old sidewalk, and gave the area a few passes. Another Wheatie was a good sign, 
and then got a ‘zinc penny’ signal. There are times (like on a summer beach) when I will 
not dig such a signal. But in an older area, I certainly will dig as small silver will read about 
the same.  
The target was elusive - I finally picked up a clump of dirt that had a small, thin circular 
disk within it. In the diminishing light, I could make out a dull sheen, common for silver 
coins that have been buried a very long time. I spied some writing on the disk...and I knew I 
had uncovered something very special. I resisted the urge to wipe the dirt off the coin, and 
put it into my ‘water jar’ for safe keeping. A few minutes later I also got a silver Rosie, and 
marveled at how 2 coins so far apart in time could end up within 5 feet of each other. My 
excitement grew as I left the darkened site and made the drive home, fantasizing whether I 
would prefer a half real, or a half dime.  
Old toothbrush in hand, I gently went through my coins, saving the ‘good one’ until last. 
The coin’s detail became fairly sharp as the remaining mud was washed away. I took off 
my glasses so I could read the small lettering - “Chickenfeed Play Coin” !! Hoping this was 
an illusion, I turned the coin over, to read “One Henny Penny”. And of course, it was solid 
aluminum. 
The ‘detecting faeries’ had played a joke on me! Now I knew what that twittering sound 
was, coming  from the bushes, when I pulled the ‘coin’ out of the dirt. Actually, I have been 
so victimized before, so I’d smiled myself when I first saw the cartoonish chicken head in 
the middle of my ‘half real’. I still may re-visit the site to give the faeries a talking-to. The 
one thing that’s consistent about detecting...you never know. 
P.S. I returned to the site several more times, with the 7” coil. My first good target which I 
thought a medal of some sort, was a ‘holed’, silver-or-gold plated British Penny, dated 
1934. The most exciting find (next to the Henny Penny) were 2 Indians in the same 
hole...an extremely worn 1878, and a nice 1880. Add another Indian and a V-nickel, plus a 
few interesting relics, and the hunting was well worth it. No more silver, though - can’t 
expect those pixies to be too nice to me. 
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Bold, italics indicates the 
winners - submitted by Rick 

Browne, July, 2004 

Coins   
Gold / Silver   

Pre 1900 Frank Lemasters 1853 Seated dime 
 Mark Sutcliffe 1897 Barber quarter 
 Dan Slawski 1880 Canadian dime 
     
Post 1899 Ken Pelzar 1901 Barber half dollar 
 Dave Gregorski 1914 Barber quarter 
 John Hart 1911 Barber dime 
 Tony Cwikla 1911 Barber dime 
 Ken Gudernatch 1924 Standing Liberty quarter 
 Ray Dapkus 1919 Canadian silver 5-cent piece 
 Bruce Morris 1918 Barber half dollar 
   

Other   
Pre 1900 Joe Waldron 1863 Indian Head penny 
   
Post 1899 Carl Muller 1913 Buffalo nickel (Type I) 
 Chuck Anderson "Coin Spill" including a Sacagawea dollar 
 Phil Skewes 1992 Polish 20 Groszy 
   

Token John McQueen Herbert Hoover token 
   
 Bob Tulay Mohegan Sun slot machine token 
 Bob Cwikla Boy Scout "Oath" token 
 Joe Waldron Eisenhower token / epitaph on back 
 Joe Leal Genco Co. Pin Ball token circa 1930 
   

Jewelry   
Gold Bob Tulay 18K ring with 5 rubies 

 Richard MacRobbie 14K gold ring with .26 CT diamond 
 Ken Gudernatch 10K ring with 3 real diamonds 
 Rick Browne 14K wing with 9 "wannabe" diamonds 
 Bill Viot 1932 Newton Class ring 
 Bruce Morris 18K ring with a small diamond and sapphire 
   

Silver Ken MacMinagil Large silver bracelet 
 Dave Gregorski Silver ring 
 John Hardin Silver ring 
 Steve Gudernatch Silver necklace bead 
 Bob Cwikla Silver ring 
 Joe Waldron Silver ring with stone 
 Chuck Anderson Sterling silver chain 
 John McQueen Silver ring with stone 
   

Other Phil Skewes 2 "nice" rings in one scoop 
 John Hartt Safe drive award 
 Courtney McQueen Fish charm with stones 
 Mark Sutcliffe Catholic medal 
 Joe Leall Bolo pin 
   

Relic   
Toy Ken Gudernatch Tootsie Toy - Cannon 

 Joe Waldron Bear "Shot in Rear" 
 Ken MacMinagil Ford - made in England 
 Chuck Anderson Star Fighter 
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Frank Lemasters did not hear any heavenly signal in his churchyard until the preacher’s wife told Frank the 
way to another possible detecting area. Frank heeded the words and has shown the results to the rest of us: an 
1853 Seated dime that took the first silver dime award of the evening. 
Ken Pelzar popped up a 1901 Barber Half in near mint condition along with a “V” nickel and 2 Indian Head 
pennies. He was in an old picnic area covered with poison ivy. Hard sweaty work pays off at times. 
Joe Waldron had to remove one of two items from the table. He left his 1863 Indian Head penny he found in a 
school yard that had been over looked in the past by many a detectorist, including himself and Frank. 
Carl Muller succeeded, after several years of asking, in obtaining permission to detect a church site in up-state 
New York. Carl heard a heavenly signal at 4 inches and dug up a 1913 Buffalo nickel. 
John McQueen recovered a Herbert Hoover token from an old boarded up house site while detecting with 
Bruce Morris. 
Bob Tulay 18K ring with 5 rubies beat the 9 “wannabe” (fake) diamonds by a two to one vote. “Not much to 
look at” so Bob said, but the ring caught enough eyes to claim the best of a category and a silver dime. 
Ken MacMinagel found a large silver bracelet that could have made many dimes. Where? Someone asked. The 
reply: “In the sand of a local beach”. 
Phil Skewes came up with 2 “nice” rings in one scoop. All that glitters is not gold! Better luck next time. 
Ken Gudernatch Tootsie Toy cannon was almost the size of an earring back. It came from a local park. 
Dave Gregorski 1875 / 1902 Infantry button won by a unanimous vote (the only item in the category) again 
from a local park. 
Bob Tulay found a Victorian Letter seal “M” in a local park that was underwater and is now dry. The winner 
was Bob’s second wax seal since he started detecting. 
Consolation prize award went to Tony Cwikla for his “twisted” butter knife. While looking for Barber coins, he 
unearthed his butter knife from an old home site. 
 
Number of entries (55 total) by make of detector: Tesoro, 3; Fisher, 14; Minelab, 6; White’s, 31; Troy 1. 
Average land depth: 3 inches. Number of water / wet sand finds: 11. Number of “in the woods” finds: 3. 
Six entries this month came from the “Private Land”, five finds were under an overcast sky while NO finds were 
found in the rain and only one under the cover of darkness. [Who was that masked man??] 

By Rick Browne 

Military Dave Gregorski 1875 - 1902 Infantry Button 
     

Other Bob Tulay Victorian Letter Seal "M" 
Consolation Prize Tom Cwikla Butter Knife 

 Phil Skewes Bookmark / Letter opener or what-ever? 
 Bob Cwikla Unknown part with May 18, 1911 patent date 
 Bill Viot Garden hose nozzle 
 Tony Cwikla Seiko watch 
 Mark Sutcliffe Pre-1955 Manchester Fire Dept. Badge 
 Frank Lemasters Gold tone pocket watch 
 Joe Leal Button 
 Bruce Morris Sleigh Bell 
 Ray Dapkus 1700's Colonial coat button 
 Dan Slawski Door plate circa 1800 



- 8 - 

August 
 

Unusual, But True Facts 
 

 A cockroach will live nine days without its head, 
before it starves to death. A crocodile cannot 
stick its tongue out. A snail can sleep for three 
years.  

All Polar bears are left-handed. American 
Airlines saved $40,000 in 1987 by eliminating 
one olive from each salad served in first class. 
Banging your head against a wall uses 150 
calories an hour.  

Butterflies taste with their feet. Cats have over 
one hundred vocal sounds, dogs only have about 
ten. Cat's urine glows under a black light.  

China has more English speakers than the United 
States. Donald Duck comics were banned in 
Finland because he doesn't wear pants. If you 
keep a goldfish in a dark room, it will eventually 
turn white. 

A Sure Sign of Age 
Now that I’m older, here’s what I’ve discovered: 
I started out with nothing, and still have most of 
it. My wild oats have turned into prunes and All 
Bran. I finally got my head together, and now my 
body is falling apart. Funny, I don’t remember 
being absent-minded.  

If all is not lost, where is it? Some days you’re 
the dog, some days you’re the hydrant. I wish the 
buck stopped here – I sure could use a few. It’s 
hard to make a comeback when you haven’t been 
anywhere.  

When I’m finally holding all the cards, why does 
everyone else decide to play chess? It’s not hard 
to meet expenses – they’re everywhere. If God 
wanted me to touch my toes, He would have put 
them on my knees. 

[Reprinted in part from the Pathfinder, Jan., 
2000, Four Lakes Metal Detector Club.]  

Australian Gold! 
One of three friends, prospecting with metal 
detectors in Australia’s Broad Arrow gold field, 
unearthed a 226-ounce nugget this past April. He 
used a Minelab SD2200 to find the nugget, which 
took 45 minutes to dig out of the ground. The 
hole was 20 inches deep. 

The nugget was originally 232 ounces in weight, 
but after cleaning weighed in at 226.87 ounces. 
The bullion value is over $92,000 U.S. 
Nicknamed the ‘Stonefish’, because of its 
resemblance to the world’s most venomous fish, 
it is worth 2 to 3 times the bullion value as a 
specimen. 

[Information obtained from Coin World, August 
2, 2004.] 

Interesting Half Dollar Facts 
Fifty-cent coins issued from the 1794 Flowing 
Hair half dollar to the first 1836 Capped Bust 
half bear a lettered edge [inscribed where the 
reeding exists – look at the coin’s edge]. Edge 
devices were introduced on coins to prevent the 
crime of clipping – i.e., the shaving of precious 
metal from the edges of silver and gold coins. 
These clippings, when combined with shavings 
from other coins, could be melted down for their 
bullion value. 
The first silver half dollars were given an edge 
inscription: FIFTY CENTS or HALF A 
DOLLAR. The edge legend was added to the 
coin before striking, unlike modern reeded edge 
coins, on which the edge device is formed at the 
same time as the obverse and reverse sides. 
 
  [From Coin Values, 12/1/03.]  
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HOW TO MAKE MONEY FROM SERIAL NUMBERS 
By Roger Dale Miller 

Copyright 0 1995, 1998 Lost Treasure, Inc. 
 
The odds of finding buried treasure, at least in large amounts, are long indeed. We may find 
coins buried in the ground but they usually come one at a time. We find treasure at yard sales, 
flea markets and other locations. The thrill of the find is always there but the search can be long 
and tiresome. 
In your billfold or purse at this very moment may lie buried treasure. Yes the odds are great, 
from one in 10,000 to one in 11,000,000. But there is always that chance. This treasure I'm 
talking about has been around as long as money has been printed. I said printed - not coined. 
This treasure lies in the serial numbers of folding money, and the bigger the bill the bigger the 
treasure. 
Let's do a little trivia question. If you find a crisp twenty dollar bill in change and it has the serial 
number 35011053 what would you have? The answer is a note worth roughly $400 to a 
collector. These kind of bills are known as "radar" notes. In some circles they are also called 
"boomerang" notes. The serial numbers read the same forward and backward. And they come 
along once in a lifetime to a lot of people. For me to find one it only took a mere 20 years of 
looking. And then one day from out of the blue, my wife gave me three $20 bills and there it 
was. 
In the printing process these kinds of notes are rare, occurring only once in every 10,000 notes. 
A large denomination note is even rarer to find, since there are less of them. A $1 note is also 
hard to find but at least I found two of them over the years. 
To place a value, the rule of thumb is the denomination of the note times itself. (Except the $1 
notes, which have a set value of $7 to $10 each.) Thus, a $5 note is worth $25, but expect a 
dealer to charge you around $50 for the note. A $10 note is $100, but a dealer will charge around 
$150. A U.S.A. $50 note is worth a whopping $2,500 in crisp uncirculated condition. A dealer 
will probably charge you a lot more. And get this: A $100 note in perfect condition is worth at 
least $10,000. There is an exception to this rule. A $2 note is worth a lot more than $4. Because 
of their rarity expect to pay around $1,000 for an uncirculated $2 note in mint condition. 
 
 Collecting these kinds of notes can be fun and profitable. But since the odds of finding them are 
one in 10,000, don't expect to build a large collection unless you are willing to pay out lots of 
money to obtain them. A "repeater" or "stutter" note is a serial number whose first 4 digits 
repeats itself, such as 21752175. The first note of a series (#00000001) is extremely rare, as is 
one with all the same digits. (33333333.) Odds: one in 11,000,000. A "skip" note is one that 
reads 53535353. The list can go on and on. 
Please note that these kinds of bills are valuable only if they show little wear. A well worn bill is 
only good for spending and as a conversation piece. Don't waste your time trying to sell them. 
When the day comes that you find any of these notes in change consider yourself extremely 
lucky, especially if they are in crisp mint-like condition. You have beat the odds. Almost like 
winning the lottery. Well, almost. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS/HUNTS 

2004 Garrett Club Program: Please register all Garrett metal detectors purchased or received 
as gifts during 2004, with Garrett. If you make them aware that you are a member of YTC, 
Garrett will credit the club with 10% of the purchase price.  Obtain an application form from 
any YTC officer. This credit may be used to procure a Freedom Ace Give-A-Way detector. This is 
an easy and effective way to support your club! 

September 26 (Sunday) - Coin Show @ the Polish National Home, 60 Charter Oak Ave., 
Hartford. Free admission and parking - call 860-247-1784 for details. Doors open at 9 A.M. 

October 9-10 - 2004  CashBash!  

Jerry Burr has arranged for us to hunt a 200-year-old farm. There are 300 acres, with a stream, 
and a  few old houses and foundations on the property.  Owner says the farm was never 
detected. There are plowed fields and woods.  

The site is in Oxford, CT, just beyond Waterbury.  No camping on-site is allowed, but local 
lodging information will be forthcoming. Detecting is open both days for ‘natural finds’, and on 
Sunday, the individual and team planted hunts will take place. There will also be displays, and a 
50/50 raffle held by Y.T.C., with great additional prizes. (Part of the proceeds will go to our 
club.)  

Info. and application blanks will be available at Y.T.C. meetings. Or get online at: 

Jerry@nationalmetaldetectingleague.com       

For Sale 
Garrett Treasure Ace 100, brand-new in box with 2-year factory warranty. Easy-to-use: great back-up, 
beginner, or hunt machine. Suggested retail price is $179.99, will sell for $120. Mark Sutcliffe, 860-647-7541 
or MSUTCL1776@aol.com.  

GARRETT SEAHUNTER XL-200 PULSE - Complete w/headphones, coil cover, charger, & owner's 
manual. All Ni-Cads replaced. Everything works great. Reduced to $100.  It will not be offered any lower.  
 Bob Tulay  860-659-3629. 

50/50 Raffle 
As stated above, Y.T.C will benefit from the CashBash 50/50 raffle. Jerry has generously donated some 
nice coins to supplement the cash prize. As with our monthly 50/50, the winner will get half the cash. 
This could be considerable, as we’re hoping for a $1000 total take (so you can take home $500!).  
As a bonus, ticket buyers can win any of the following: 1805 8-real, 1862 U.S. gold dollar (holed), 
various silver ‘rounds’, plus items to be donated by Y.T.C. You can come as a spectator...especially 
on Sunday when the competition hunts are scheduled. And please support the club and the CashBash 
by buying some raffle tickets.  
We are asking that Y.T.C. members assist in ticket selling. Several have already stepped forward, but  
more help is needed to make this a success. Tickets will be $5 apiece. Winners need not be present, as 
you will write your name and phone # on the stub.  
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                            YTC Officers 
 
President, Chuck Anderson        944-9558   
         {ChuckAnderson944@globalnet.net}  
         
Vice President, Bruce Morris         212-2276 
                {brm1956@netzero.net}
                              
Secretary, Mark Sutcliffe                  860-647-7541  
                                      {Msutcl 1776@aol.com} 
 
Treasurer, Vince DiBattista              860-666-0270 
     {VDibattist@aol.com } 
 
Newsletter, Dave Gregorski               860-742-5836 
                                      {DGRookie@aol.com} 

Yankee Territory Coinshooters 
Code of Ethics 

Respect the rights and property of others. 
Never destroy historical or archeological artifacts. 
Observe all laws, whether national, state, or local. 
Aid law enforcement officials whenever possible. 

Leave the land and vegetation as it was. 
FILL IN ALL HOLES. 

Remove all trash and litter, take it with you when you 
leave. 

Remember that all coinshooters may be judged by the 
example YOU set. Always conduct yourself with 

courtesy and consideration toward others. 

T.C.  Metal Detectors 
Authorized dealer for Fisher, Tesoro, Minelab, 
Garrett, Troy, Bounty Hunter, Detectorpro, 

Whites, Lesche, RTG, and more 

Tony Cwikla, 23 Cornwall Drive,  
Windsor Locks, CT  06096 

860-623-1153 or  860-916-2506 
{29 years experience, oldest, largest dealer in the area} 

Member: Y.T.C., FMDAC 
Special discounts for members! 

FAX: 860-627-0593;  e-mail:  
CAPACTION@aol.com 

 
We also carry a full line of books, digging tools, sand 
scoops, headphones, extra coils, bags, pouches, etc. 

 
- We use what we sell and give expert advice free of charge. - 

Why not come in and see what we’re finding !! 

METAL DETECTORS and ACCESSORIES  

J & E ENTERPRISES of  
S. Yarmouth  

Factory Authorized Dealer for Fisher, Garrett, 
Minelab, Tesoro, & Whites. Coiltek coils, Covers, 
Headphones, Beach & Water Scoops, Books, Etc., 

Eleanor Hube, 54 Old Main St. at Forest Rd. 
South Yarmouth, MA 02664 

1-508-760-2100 
Fax: 1-508-760-3738;  e-mail,  jetrhub@gis.net 
(Founding member of Yankee Territory Coinshooters) 

SALES, SERVICE & RENTALS 
Accepts Discover, Mastercard and Visa 

Will ship UPS 

(Special consideration for Y.T.C. members.) 

Topic for October Meeting 
We will be fresh from the 2004 Cash Bash (see notice 
on page 10), and quite a number of Y.T.C. members 
will be attending. Our hope is that members will share 
their experiences, however things turn out!  

Please join use, even as spectators, for the ‘speed hunt’, 
and support Y.T.C. by buying chances for the 50/50 
raffle (includes other great prizes). 



- 4 - 

September 
 

August ‘Fun Hunt’ Results 
   People were clearing out of Rocky Neck beach 
as 17 Y.T.C. members (plus guests) descended 
on the site. (Several members of the Rhode 
Island detecting club also showed up, 
unannounced!) All but 2 or 3 members hunted 
the dry sand.  
   At least 2 gold rings were found (plus a 
beautiful gold religious medal), plus 5 or so 
pieces of silver jewelry. Everyone one got at least 
some coins. The hardest part about detecting 
here, is the interference from the power lines 
bordering the railroad tracks. Running the 
machines in ‘all metal’ mode helped alleviate the 
problem a bit.  
   Scratch tickets were awarded, though no one 
struck it rich. A few people then headed for the 
Flanders Fish Market restaurant for a great meal. 
Thanks to Chuck Anderson for arranging the 
Saturday evening event. 

Caring For Jewelry:  
What You Should Know 

(NAPSI)-Fine jewelry, when well taken care of, 
can last for a lifetime. How do you keep it 
sparkling like new? The Jewelry Information 
Center (JIC) answers frequently asked questions 
about fine jewelry:  

Q: How do I care for my pearl jewelry?  

A: To keep pearls looking new, put your pearls 
on after you are completely dressed and all of 
your lotions, perfumes and hairspray have been 
put on. All of these items can put a residue on 
your pearls and leave them dull. Wipe them 
down after each use with a soft, lint-free cloth. 
Place each item in a lined box away from other 
jewelry. Put each earring in a separate 
compartment so they don't dent or scratch one 
another. Lastly, take your strand of pearls in to a 
professional jeweler to have them restrung every 
two years or once a year if they are worn 
frequently.  

Q: How do I get my gold, platinum, and 
diamond jewelry sparkling like new?  

A: Soak your fine jewelry for 10 minutes in 
warm soapy water (using a non-detergent 
soap). Use a soft brush on harder gems to 
loosen any dirt around the prongs. To reduce 
greasy build-up on diamond jewelry, dip it in 
plain alcohol or vodka before soaking. You can 
also use a jewelry cleaner such as "Brilliant 
Restorer," a one-minute instant diamond and 
jewelry cleaner.  

Q: Is there a way to make putting on jewelry 
easier for people with arthritis?  

A: There are some simple things that people 
with arthritic hands can do to make jewelry 
wearing fun again. For those whose fingers 
change sizes drastically, visit a jeweler to have 
a spring-loaded shank or metal prongs added 
to your rings. It will allow you to slip the ring 
over your knuckle while keeping the ring tight 
around your finger. Also, you can now put on 
bracelets without help thanks to the newly 
designed "Bracelet Helper," an elastic band 
that slips on the wrist and holds one side of the 
bracelet while you clasp it on.  

Q: How do I find a jeweler that I can trust?  

A: Find a jeweler like you would find a doctor. 
Ask your friends who they trust, visit the store 
to see if you feel comfortable, and check to see 
if they are a member of a professional trade 
organization such as Jewelers of America (JA). 
JA requires their members to have high ethical 
standards and provides them with ongoing 
education.  

For more information on fine jewelry or to find 
a jeweler near you, visit the Jewelry 
Information Center's Web site, www.jic.org.  
"SMARTPEARLS by Imperial"  

Because pearls are easily damaged, they 
should be stored away from other jewelry. 

[ From Streeter’s THers Gazette, 8/04.] 
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Now uncovered, Vt. skeleton 
might be that of 1812 soldier 

BURLINGTON, VT. (AP)  
Construction workers for a New 
Hampshire firm tried  to cover a skeleton 
they found when they dug a trench along 
North Street, police said. "They were 
concerned it would shut down the job 
site," Detective Sgt. Andi Higbee said 
Monday. Higbee was called June 19 to 
investigate the discovery at the project. 

The skeleton, now being examined by 
University of Vermont archaeologists, is 
thought to be the remains of a soldier 
from the War of 1812 - one of as many 
as 500 soldiers who died in Burlington 
during the war. The remains were 
unusually intact and well preserved, said 
John Crock, head of UVM's Consulting 
Archaeology Program. 

Gary Draper, the Morrill Construction 
Co. foreman on the North Street project - 
a two year project to repave the old street 
and place its utility lines underground - 
told The Burlington Free Press that after 
workers saw a bone emerging from the 
street side of the trench, the company 
called UVM. But Higbee said that as he 
reconstructed the sequence of events, he 
concluded Draper's account was 
incorrect. 

The first worker who saw the bone 
told another, Higbee said, and then a 
third worker told them to be quiet about 
it or the job would be shut down and 
they would lose pay. He said the workers 
then covered the skeleton, but a friend of 
the first worker called police. 

"They compacted it," Higbee said.  

[Source unknown - my apologies. Ed.] 

GOLD in VERMONT: 

"You're probably familiar with the famous 
California Gold Rush, but how many know that 
one occurred in Vermont? Plymouth (VT) 
farmers discovered placer gold in Broad Brook 
and for a time gave up their farming to pan for 
gold. Canny Yankees that they were, they soon 
calculated that they weren't really earning more 
money than they had from farming, and the 
Vermont Gold Rush was over. Gold can still be 
panned from Broad Brook today. In fact, many 
other Vermont streams offer the energetic 
collector a chance to find some placer gold as a 
return for a hard day's work. The locations 
include: Rock River in Newfane and Dover; 
Williams River in Ludlow; Offauquechee River 
in Bridgewater; White River in Stockbridge and 
Rochester; Third Branch of the White River in 
Braintree; Mad River in Warren, Waitsfield and 
Moretown; Shady Rill Brook in Wrightsville; 
Minister Brook in Worcester; Little River in 
Stowe and Waterbury; Gold Brook in Stowe; 
Lamoille River in Johnson; Gihon River in Eden; 
and the Missisquoi River in Lowell and Troy". 

To formally identify a mineral that you believe is 
gold, the material will need to be tested or 
assayed. A jeweler in your area may have the 
expertise to do this or may be able to give you 
the name of someone they have dealt with. The 
Vermont Geological Survey can provide names 
of testing laboratories. Characteristics of the 
mineral gold include:  yellow color (shades are 
paler with increasing silver content) bright 
metallic luster normally occurs as small 
shapeless grains or flakes soft (2.5-3 Mohs 
hardness scale) very heavy; specific gravity 15-
19.3; 19.3 when pure ductile and malleable 
opaque yellow streak on unglazed porcelain. 
Gold is distinguished from yellow sulphide, such 
as pyrite, primarily by its higher specific gravity. 
Pyrite (FeS2) , often occurs as cubes, and is more 
brittle, harder, and more brassy than gold. 

[From George Streeter’s Treasure Hunters 
Gazette, 2003.] 
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Bold, italics indicates the 
winners - submitted by Rick 

Browne, August, 2004 

Coins   
Gold / Silver   

Pre 1900 N O   E N T R Y   
Post 1899 Joe Waldron 1909 Barber dime 
 Chuck Anderson 1967 Kennedy half dollar 

Other   
Pre 1900 Dave Gregorski 1787 Connecticut copper 

President’s Award John Hart 1864 Large Script 2 cent piece 
President’s Award Craig Sims 1865 2 cent piece 

Post 1899 Bob Tulay 1936 Buffalo nickle 
 Bob Cwikla 1937  5 cent piece 
   

Token Ken Gudernatch "Good as Gold" $1.00 off at Menter Clothing 
 Rick Browne Connecticut Company bus token 
 John McQueen Ride token 
 Joe Leal Canadian Transit token 
 Vincent DiBattista Canadian Windsor Wiskey Good Luck penny 

Jewelry   
Gold Richard Browne 14K Aquamarine with diamond ring 

 Bruce Morris 14K with large Amber stone 
 Chuck Anderson 14K with Perdot stone 
 Ken Gudernatch 14K medallion 
 Richard MacRobbie 10K heart pandent with many diamonds 
   

Silver Bob Tulay .925, 12mm, 155gram 24" monster chain 
 Joe Waldron Silver ring 
 Dave Gregorski Silver ring with 5 "diamonds" 
 Vincent Dibattista Gold plated Sterling ring with 4 stones 
 Tony Cwikla Silver ring with "Opal" stone 
 Joe Leal Silver ring 

Other John McQueen Ankle bracelet 
 Bob Cwikla Name bracelet 

Relic   
Toy Ken Gudernatch Tin / lead soldier - WWI Doughboy 

Consolation Prize Chuck Anderson Spiderman toy truck 
 Joe Waldron Hot Wheel 
 Dave Gregorski Lead soldier with gas mask 
   

Military Don Bogli 1700 era English Brown Bess musket ball .75cal 
 Bob Tulay Minie-ball 
   

Continued on page 7 
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By Rick Browne 

Joe Waldron found a 1909 Barber dime while “going in different directions”. This is a technique for maximizing 
finds that Joe mastered even before Dave discussed it at the August meeting. 
 
Dave Gregorski was going in circles  (-: , another technique, to increase the likelihood of finding a treasure in a 
heavily hammered site. From a depth of 9 inches, Dave unearthed the winning 1787 Connecticut Copper, his first. 
(Gotta love that WOT coil.) 
 
Bob Tulay while trying to stay dry at a local salt-water swimming area, swung his coil over a 1936 Buffalo nickel. It 
gave the soft signal of gold, but as is more common the soft signal had the shine of nickel. 
 
Ken Gudernatch won the token category with his $1 off token from Menter Clothing. The well searched local park 
seems to keep detectorists coming back for just one more winning find. 
 
Rick Browne took his “lunchtime” to swing through a fresh water pond. The winning ring was his 14th target in six 
trips and 4 hours of detecting in this “lunchtime” pond this year. Jane will be wearing this keeper. 
 
Bob Tulay strained his back retrieving the BIGGEST chain he ever tripped over. Bob had to use a Post Office scale 
to weigh the 155 grams (5-½ oz) of .925 silver as his specific gravity scale could not handle the load. 
 
John McQueen while learning the “How-To” of his new Excalibur he just happened to swing over a nice ankle 
bracelet. Courtney seamed to have a hint of desire when she glanced at the anklet. 
 
Ken Gudernatch is not as old as the WWI tin / lead soldier Doughboy he recovered this month. Ken moved faster 
to recover the silver dime awarded for his excellent Doughboy than he did in digging the salt-water target. 
 
Don Bogli was stunned to find a .75 caliber British Brown Bess amidst the rusting barbed wire fence. 
 
John Hardin is weakening by carrying his large plate around to club functions. It was in amongst many trash 
signals. What an overload it must have given him even at 24 inches. 
 
Consolation prize award went to Chuck Anderson for his “Spiderman BIG truck”. While at the club’s fun hunt, 
Chuck “tripped” over this BIG truck and drove it to winning a silver quarter. 
 
Number of entries (40 total) by make of detector: Fisher, 10; Minelab, 8; White’s, 18; Troy 1; unknown, 3. 
Average land depth: 4.5 inches. Number of water / wet sand finds: 5. Number of “in the woods” finds: 4. 
Five entries this month came from the “Private Land”, two finds were under an overcast sky while NO finds were 
found in the rain. The trend seams that we are becoming a group of fair weather detectorists. 

Other John Hardin Bulls Brand Caustic Soda metal plaque 
 Mark Sutcliffe Victorian picture hook 
 Vincent DiBattista 1953 license plate date tag 
 Don Bogli Fancy cover (?) for a powder case 
 Carl Muller 1930-31 Ford hub cap 
 John Hart 1820-30 circa button "orange gilt" "extra strong" 
 Craig Sims Sterling silver ‘something’? 
 Steve Gudernatch Chantecler lily rooster pin / button 
 Joe Leal Splitting mall 
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 The History of the One Dollar Bill 
Take out a one dollar bill, and look at it. The one dollar bill you're looking at first came off the presses in 1957 
in its present design. This so-called paper money is in fact a cotton and linen blend, with red and blue minute 
silk fibers running through it. It is actually material. We've all washed it without it falling apart. A special 
blend of ink is used, the contents we will never know. It is overprinted with symbols and then it is starched to 
make it water resistant and pressed to give it that nice crisp look. 
If you look on the front of the bill, you will see the United States Treasury Seal. On the top you will see the 
scales for a balanced budget. In the center, you have a carpenter's square, a tool used for an even cut. 
Underneath is the Key to the United States Treasury. 
That's all pretty easy to figure out, but what is on the back of that dollar bill is something we should all know. 
If you turn the bill over, you will see two circles. Both circles, together, comprise the Great Seal of the United 
States. The First Continental Congress requested that Benjamin Franklin and a group of men come up with a 
Seal. It took them four years to accomplish this task and another two years to get it approved. If you look at the 
left-hand circle, you will see a Pyramid. Notice the face is lighted, and the western side is dark. This country 
was just beginning. We had not begun to explore the West or decided what we could do for Western 
Civilization. The Pyramid is uncapped, again signifying that we were not even close to being finished. Inside 
the capstone you have the all-seeing eye, an ancient symbol for divinity. It was Franklin's belief that one man 
couldn't do it alone, but a group of men, with the help of God, could do anything. 
“IN GOD WE TRUST” is on this currency. The Latin above the pyramid, ANNUIT COEPTIS, means, God 
has favored our undertaking. The Latin below the pyramid, NOVUS ORDO SECLORUM, means, a new order 
has begun. At the base of the pyramid is the Roman Numeral for 1776. If you look at the right-hand circle, and 
check it carefully, you will learn that it is on every National Cemetery in the United States. It is also on the 
Parade of Flags Walkway at the Bushnell, Florida National Cemetery, and is the centerpiece of most hero's 
monuments. 
Slightly modified, it is the seal of the President of the United States, and it is always visible whenever he 
speaks, yet very few people know what the symbols mean. The Bald Eagle was selected as a symbol for 
victory for two reasons: First, he is not afraid of a storm; he is strong, and he is smart enough to soar above it. 
Secondly, he wears no material crown. We had just broken from the King of England. Also, notice the shield is 
unsupported. This country can now stand on its own. 
At the top of that shield you have a white bar signifying congress, a unifying factor. We were coming together 
as one nation. In the Eagle's beak you will read, “E PLURIBUS UNUM”, meaning, one nation from many 
people. Above the Eagle, you have thirteen stars, representing the thirteen original colonies, and any clouds of 
misunderstanding rolling away. Again, we were coming together as one. Notice what the Eagle holds in his 
talons. He holds an olive branch and arrows. This country wants peace, but we will never be afraid to fight to 
preserve peace. The Eagle always wants to face the olive branch, but in time of war, his gaze turns toward the 
arrows. 
They say that the number 13 is an unlucky number. This is almost a worldwide belief. You will usually never 
see a room numbered 13, or any hotels or motels with 13th floor. But think about this: 13 original colonies, 13 
signers of the Declaration of Independence, 13 stripes on our flag, 13 steps on the Pyramid, 13 letters in the 
Latin above, 13 letters in E Pluribus Unum, 13 stars above the Eagle, 13 bars on that shield, 13 leaves on the 
olive branch, 13 fruits, and if you look closely, 13 arrows. And, for minorities: the 13th Amendment. 
I always ask people, Why don't you know this? Your children don't know this, and their history teachers don't 
know this. Too many veterans have given up too much to ever let the meaning fade. Many veterans remember 
coming home to an America that didn't care. Too many veterans never came home at all. 
Share this page with everyone, so they can learn what is on the back of the UNITED STATES ONE DOLLAR 
BILL, and what it stands for...otherwise, they will probably never know. 
 
[I found this fascinating - too bad the source ID was lost.  Ed.] 
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Silver Coin Value Chart 
 

   Silver price per ounce    $2.50   $5  $7.50 
 
U.S. nickel - .350 Fine (1942 - 1945)    .14  .28  .42 
  “    dime - .900 Fine (pre-1965)    .18  .37  .54 
  “    quarter - .900 Fine (pre-1965)    .45  .90  1.35 
  “    half - .900 Fine (pre-1965)    .90  1.81  2.70 
  “    dollar - .900 Fine (1935 and earlier)   1.93  3.87  5.79 

  “    half - .400 Fine (1965-1970)    .37  .74  1.11 
  “    dollar - .400 Fine (1971-1974 with ‘S’ mint mark,  .79  1.58  2.37 
    some 1976-S) 

Canada dime - .800 Fine (pre-1968)    .15  .30  .45 
     “      quarter - .800 Fine (pre-1968)   .38  .75  1.14 
     “      half - .800 Fine (pre-1968)    .75  1.50  2.25 
     “      dollar - .800 Fine (pre-1968)    1.50  3.00  4.50 

     “      dime - .500 Fine (some 1967, 1968)   .09  .19  .28 
     “      quarter - .500 Fine (some 1967, 1968)  .24  .47  .72 

[Information extracted from the Probe, March, 1978, from Yeoman’s ‘Blue Book’, and from the 
Charlton Standard Catalogue of Canadian Coins. The price of silver has been fluctuating higher 
these past few months - it is currently around $6.40 per ounce, dealer’s price.] 

The Legend of the Claddagh 
Ages ago, a young Irish fisherman was captured by pirates and brought to Africa as a slave to the 
Sultan. The young man became a favorite of the ruler, who then taught him goldsmithing. When the 
Sultan gave him permission to marry, he said he longed for the lass he loved in the town of Claddagh. 
He had fashioned a ring for her with a crown atop a heart, held gently in two hands. The crown meant 
charity, the hands friendship, and the heart love.  The young man finally escaped and returned to 
Ireland. He married his true love, and the gold ring he made became her wedding band. 

[Thanks to Eleanor Hube for copying this story for us. I’ve seen Claddagh rings in both silver and gold, 
with and without stones. While up at the Cape, I spied an Irish pub of the same name. Since it was 
spelled the same way as in the title, maybe that’s the end of the many spelling misadventures, several 
by myself.   Ed.]   

Tidbit - U.S. Gold Dollar 
   The Coronet-style gold dollar was introduced in 1849. It was the first U.S. coin to feature a date on the reverse 
(back). At the time of issue, it was the smallest U.S. coin ever made, 2.5 millimeters smaller in diameter than the 
silver half-dime. 
   The placement of the date on the reverse was probably illegal, as the Mint Act of 1792 specified that the date 
and a representation of Liberty must appear on one side of each coin designed, and that an eagle must appear on 
the reverses of all silver and gold coins. The Coronet dollar has a wreath on the reverse, surrounding the date. 
[From Coin World, June 14, 2004.]  
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UPCOMING EVENTS/HUNTS 

2004 Garrett Club Program: Please register all Garrett metal detectors purchased or received 
as gifts during 2004, with Garrett. If you make them aware that you are a member of YTC, 
Garrett will credit the club with 10% of the purchase price.  Obtain an application form from 
any YTC officer. This credit may be used to procure a Freedom Ace Give-A-Way detector. This 
is an easy and effective way to support your club! 

September 26 (Sunday) - Coin Show @ the Polish National Home, 60 Charter Oak Ave., 
Hartford. Free admission and parking - call 860-247-1784 for details. Doors open at 9 A.M. 

 

October 9-10 - 2004  CashBash!  
Jerry Burr has arranged for us to hunt a 200-year-old farm. There are 300 acres, with a 
stream, and a  few old houses and foundations on the property.  Owner says the farm 
was never detected. There are plowed fields and woods.  

The site is in Oxford, CT, just beyond Waterbury.  No camping on-site is allowed, but 
local lodging information will be forthcoming. Detecting is open both days for ‘natural 
finds’, and on Sunday, the individual and team planted hunts will take place. There will 
also be displays, and a 50/50 raffle held by Y.T.C., with great additional prizes. (Part of 
the proceeds will go to our club.)  

Info. and application blanks will be available at Y.T.C. meetings. Or get online at: 

Jerry@nationalmetaldetectingleague.com      

 Rick 
Bob 

How Strong Winds Affect Tides 
When winds are strong, it is not possible to predict at all 
times the exact time of high or low tides, or the turning of 
the current. When winds blow strongly from the southward 
or eastward, the effect is to increase the tides, and also 
make them later. When winds are strong from the 
northward or westward, the tides are diminished (i.e., a low 
tide is lower), and occur earlier. 

So as a beach hunter, if you’re interested in hunting wet 
sand that is ordinarily under water, keep advised of the 
wind direction and speed. A low tide will be enhanced 
when conditions are right, allowing you to get to some 
‘goodies’ that usually only waterhunters can reach! 

[Using info. From Eldridge’s tide/navigation book, shared  
by Ken Gudernatch.] 
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MEMBER FEDERATION OF METAL DETECTOR & ARCHEOLOGICAL CLUBS, INC. 



- 2 - 

October 
 

Minutes of Yankee Territory Coinshooters Meeting September 14, 2004: 
The monthly meeting was called to order by President Chuck Anderson at 7:09 p.m. with 39 
members and 1 guest present. 
Mark Sutcliffe’s Secretary’s Report was accepted as published. 
The Treasurer’s Report was accepted as read by Vince DiBattista with a balance of $1,078.59 plus 

club silver inventory of $302.18. 
Announcements and Correspondence: 
A card was signed for George Streeter who suffered a stroke in March. 
Hunt flyers and magazines were available at the front table. 
Old Business: 
The Sherwood Island Club outing is canceled—the logistics didn’t work out. 
Reminded members of the Cash Bash in October. 
We are looking for a farm field to hunt in November. 
New Business: 
There was much interest shown by members in holding a club hunt in the spring but no one 
volunteered to run one. 
Discussed collecting dangerous trash from the beaches from now until April or May and taking a 
photograph of it to use as documentation of the good work we do cleaning up the beaches. The 
consensus of the members was that we not submit the photo to DEP unless we feel the need to 
support our cause. 
Discussed how to respond to a reporter from the Hartford Courant who is reportedly doing a story 
on “why we love metal detecting.” The question of inviting him to a meeting was debated. Don 
Bogli suggested we research his previous articles to see if we could anticipate the article having a 
particular slant: negative or positive. Bill Viot had reservations about inviting him to a meeting. 
Tony Cwikla said that the reporter has asked for information and our meetings are open to the 
public. We are responsible detectorists and have nothing to hide. Richard MacRobbie moved that 
the Secretary contact the reporter and invite him to a meeting. The motion was seconded and 
carried with two votes in opposition. Mac wanted the Secretary to consider the consensus that we 
do not want pictures of the Finds-of-the-Month published for reasons of safety and security. 
Bob Tulay was pleased to report that he finally received his very first Thank-You note for a ring 
return. The ring’s owner was at the meeting as a visitor. His wedding ring was lost for 5 years 
until Bob found it for him. 
The evening’s program was on lucky charms and favorite digging tools. Rick Browne showed off 
his “wirey-a##” guy” charm that travels all over with him. Mark Sutcliffe and several other 
members displayed a wide array of digging equipment and gave tips for their care and use. 
We now have 85 members!! 
Challenge Master Dave Gregorski announced that Bob Cwikla, Joe Leal, and Richard MacRobbie 
had attained Level 2 of the Challenge. 
Dave also won the Attendance Drawing for one silver quarter. 
Steve Gudernatch won the 50/50 Raffle. 
Mike Giannetti won the 1892 Silver Dollar Raffle. 
Meeting adjourned at 9:15 p.m. Respectfully submitted, Mark S. Sutcliffe, Secretary. 
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                            YTC Officers 
 
President, Chuck Anderson        944-9558   
         {ChuckAnderson944@globalnet.net}  
         
Vice President, Bruce Morris         212-2276 
                {brm1956@netzero.net}
                              
Secretary, Mark Sutcliffe                  860-647-7541  
                                      {Msutcl 1776@aol.com} 
 
Treasurer, Vince DiBattista              860-666-0270 
     {VDibattist@aol.com } 
 
Newsletter, Dave Gregorski               860-742-5836 
                                      {DGRookie@aol.com} 

Yankee Territory Coinshooters 
Code of Ethics 

Respect the rights and property of others. 
Never destroy historical or archeological artifacts. 
Observe all laws, whether national, state, or local. 
Aid law enforcement officials whenever possible. 

Leave the land and vegetation as it was. 
FILL IN ALL HOLES. 

Remove all trash and litter, take it with you when you 
leave. 

Remember that all coinshooters may be judged by the 
example YOU set. Always conduct yourself with 

courtesy and consideration toward others. 

T.C.  Metal Detectors 
Authorized dealer for Fisher, Tesoro, Minelab, 
Garrett, Troy, Bounty Hunter, Detectorpro, 

Whites, Lesche, RTG, and more 

Tony Cwikla, 23 Cornwall Drive,  
Windsor Locks, CT  06096 

860-623-1153 or  860-916-2506 
{29 years experience, oldest, largest dealer in the area} 

Member: Y.T.C., FMDAC 
Special discounts for members! 

FAX: 860-627-0593;  e-mail:  
CAPACTION@aol.com 

 
We also carry a full line of books, digging tools, sand 
scoops, headphones, extra coils, bags, pouches, etc. 

 
- We use what we sell and give expert advice free of charge. - 

Why not come in and see what we’re finding !! 

METAL DETECTORS and ACCESSORIES  

J & E ENTERPRISES of  
S. Yarmouth  

Factory Authorized Dealer for Fisher, Garrett, 
Minelab, Tesoro, & Whites. Coiltek coils, Covers, 
Headphones, Beach & Water Scoops, Books, Etc., 

Eleanor Hube, 54 Old Main St. at Forest Rd. 
South Yarmouth, MA 02664 

1-508-760-2100 
Fax: 1-508-760-3738;  e-mail,  jetrhub@gis.net 
(Founding member of Yankee Territory Coinshooters) 

SALES, SERVICE & RENTALS 
Accepts Discover, Mastercard and Visa 

Will ship UPS 

(Special consideration for Y.T.C. members.) 

Vacation Rental 
CHRISTMAS  IN  CANCUN!! 

  HALF PRICE  5-STAR  RENTAL 
 

2BR/2b SUITE  w LR & FULL KITCHEN 
   Dec 18-25.  Can sleep six.  $1200. 

Call Ken G. for info  860-568-3464 
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Please Support Our Auction! 
This event is always fun, and will be held at 
the November meeting. Y.T.C. needs such 
fundraisers to maintain the quality of our 
club. Proceeds end up in our treasury, and are 
returned to members as prizes in one form or 
another (hunts, Find of the Month, etc.). 
Bring some ‘mad money’ with you! 

The list of items to date is on page 8. Last-
minute donations are still welcome...just 
contact Chuck, , and bring items to the 
meeting. If you’re wondering what we need, 
check out the list to give you some ideas. 

Find of the Month – Where Do I Put 
That Religious Medal? 

Such an item does NOT belong in the 
Token/Medal category. Rules state that only an 
‘art medal’ belongs here (such as a silver 
‘round’), or a “transportation, trade, or tax 
token”. {A trade token, for example, would be  
one indicating a free play at an amusement park.}  

By and large, religious medals are worn as 
jewelry, even though they are not always visible. 
True, this jewelry may have special meaning to 
the wearer, but that is true in most cases for any 
kind of jewelry. So please – if you submit a 
religious medal for the FOM, place it in the 
appropriate jewelry category, e.g., in 
Jewelry/Silver if it is made of silver.  
As usual, the ruling of the FOM chairman (Rick 
Browne) will dictate where any item belongs on 
the table, so if in doubt, please ask, out of 
fairness to other members, and Rick.  

Super Bowl Rings 
The New England Patriots recently received their 
2004 Super Bowl rings. They are the largest in 
league history, featuring 104 diamonds with a 
combined weight of 5.05 carats.  
This past summer, I wonder if our waterhunters 
went into ‘stealth mode’, tracking the Pats to 
their favorite swimming holes, hoping they apply 
liberal amounts of greasy suntan lotion. 

Thanks… 
..to Tony Cwikla for donating the following 
books to Y.T.C.’s library: 
Successful Coin Hunting (Revised),            
By Charles Garrett 
 Travels Of Haedrock;      By Hendrix      

Who Needs a Metal Detector? 
By Vince DiBattista 

 
    I've been metal detecting off and on for about  
twenty years now. I've had some nice finds, too. 
But my best one-day silver find, dollar wise, 
happened recently and I didn't even need a 
detector.  
   I've been working on my family’s cottage off 
and on during the summer. As a result I haven't 
been doing as much detecting. On this particular 
day I stopped in a grocery store to buy some 
food. In the corner of the store I noticed a 
Coinstar change machine. Out of curiosity I 
decided to check it out, figuring that there might 
be a few stray coins left behind. Sure enough, I 
saw what looked like a handful of pennies in the 
coin return slot. As I scooped them out, more 
coins came out and they weren't all pennies.  
   This continued until I must have had at least 
four handfuls. After scooping all the coins into 
my pockets and finishing my shopping I decided 
to tally my find. Someone had left behind over 
$30.00 in change. And the best part of it was that 
just under $5.00 of it was silver! My silver take 
that day alone was 12 silver quarters,19 silver 
dimes (one Merc), and 1 silver war nickel.  
   I still enjoy the thrill of digging a coin out of 
the ground that hasn't been touched by human 
hands for years. But the memory of my silver 
cache of 2004 will stay with me for quite a while. 

[Ed. Note - I’m surprised Vince’s shrieking 
didn’t attract some attention.] 
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COIN - Gold / Silver   
Pre 1900 Tony Cwikla 1875 CC Seated dime 
     
Post 1899 Danny LaMontagne 1916 Barber quarter 
 Carl Muller 1929 S.L. quarter 
 Jamie Chamberland 1946 silver quarter 
 Mike Giannetti 1952 and 1956 quarters stuck together 
   
   COIN - Other   
Pre 1900 Bob Tulay 1801 Draped Bust large cent 
             Danny LaMontagne 1838 large cent 
 Ken Gudernatch A slice of a George II half-penny or farthing 
   
Post 1899 Joe Waldron 1943 Belgium 25 cent piece 
 Vincent DiBattista 1981 Swiss 2 Franc 
 Jamie Chamberland 1937 Buffalo nickel 
 Bob Cwikla 1936 Buffalo nickel 
 Phil Skewes 1990 10 cent Singapore coin 
   
   Token/Medal Dave Gregorski 1803 "Playing Card" token 
 Rick Browne Republic of Mars 24-1/2 century token 
 Bill Viot MTA token 
 John Hart Eisenhower token 
 Mark Sutcliffe 1996 Chuck E. Cheese token 
 Jamie Chamberland John Quincy Adams President token 
 Joe Leal Elongated cent 
   
   Jewelry   

Gold Rick Browne 18K Tiffany ring 
 Frank Lemasters 14K wedding band with date and initials 
 Bob Tulay 10K barrel chain and cross - 26 grams 
 Ken Gudernatch 14K child's ID bracelet 
 Mike Giannetti 14K gold band 
 Joe Leal High School ring with diamonds 
 Bruce Morris 14K 14.1 gram Figaro necklace 
   

Silver Bill Viot Silver bracelet 
 Tony Cwikla Silver cuff links 
 Dave Gregorski Turtle ring 
 Jamie Chamberland Silver ring with turquoise stone 
   

Bold, italics indicates the 
winners - submitted by Rick 
Browne, September, 2004 

Continued on page 6 
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Other John McQueen Religious medal 
 Joe Waldron Signet ring - image inside and out, different 
 Chuck Anderson "Junk" ring 
 Carl Muller Religious medal 
 Vincent DiBattista Gold platted ring with 3 fake diamonds 

Consolation Prize          Jamie Chamberland Copper bracelet 
 Richard MacRobbie 3 pair earrings same day - one beach 
   
   Relic   

Toy John McQueen 3 D & D figures 
 Chuck Anderson Toy police car 
 Joe Leal John Deere back hoe 
   

Military Dave Gregorski 1864 - 1902 Officer's button 
 Don Bogli Spent Civil War Union bullet (3 bands) 
 John Hart Navy button 
     

Other Carl Muller President Hayes spoon 
 Rick Browne Heineken whistle 
 Bob Cwikla Initialized sterling thimble 
 Jamie Chamberland Unknown bell - hand made 
 Bob Tulay Medical magnetic bracelet - retails for $100 
 Ken Gudernatch Studebaker Brothers Mfg. Co. nameplate 

More of, You May be Over the Hill, If… 
 

 Your first wristwatch had to be manually wound each night before you went to bed. 
You once listened to or watched a Sylvania radio or TV. 

In your youth, it was common to see a working man with a stub of a pencil tucked behind one ear. 
You know that a skate key isn’t one of those islands off the coast of Florida. 

You wonder what happened to chlorophyll chewing gum. 

You know that the Rockville Railroad Station once made it into “Ripley’s Believe It or Not” because 
arriving trains had to back into the station. 

You wonder if anybody ever orders a Harvey Wallbanger anymore, and if bartenders even know how 
to make one. 

The next time someone asks you how old you are, you’re tempted to give the answer in Centigrade. 
It is your honest belief that the cell phone now has surpassed the alarm clock and the automobile alarm 

as the most irritating invention in modern society. 

[From a column by Richard Tambling, Journal Inquirer, 3-31-03.] 

Tidbit – Franklin Half Dollar 
Benjamin Franklin was the first non-president depicted on a circulating U.S. coin. The small-sized 
eagle on the reverse was in keeping with U.S. Mint requirement that an eagle appear on all silver and 
gold coins. 
      [Info. taken from Coin World, June 21, 2004.] 
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By Rick Browne 

Tony Cwikla unseated a 1875 CC seated dime. According to Tony’s detecting friends, the act did not 
require skill to overcome the LUCK it took in finding this beautiful dime. 

Danny LaMontagne was dirt digging in an old foundation and unearthed a 1916 Barber quarter. 

Bob Tulay turned to his dirt digging gear to beep over an old home site before the house was packed up 
and moved to South Carolina. Perhaps a return trip after the house is moved to find more copper such as 
his once in a lifetime find, an 1801 Draped Bust large cent. 

Joe Waldron and others enjoyed looking through the hole in the 1943 Belgium coin, that Joe found in a 
schoolyard.  The dirt in the yard had been turned over ten years ago, an explanation has to how the coin 
came to be closer to the surface than more current coins which were several inches deeper. 

Dave Gregorski returned to one of his favorite construction sites, and brought a round disk into the 
daylight, but could not identify it. Ken Gudernatch ID the coin-like object as a Playing Card token, a very 
rare and nice find. It was identical to an 1803 $10 gold piece, only made from bronze. 

Rick Browne took a week of vacation time to travel 1600 miles in four states, burned 100 gallons of gas, 
walk in the water for 29 hours to find his winning Tiffany ring. Among other finds were: 4 gold and 7 
silver rings, 5 diamonds, a gold bracelet and approximately $35 in change. 

Bill Viot, as many other club members do, loves to detect play-scape areas. At a local schoolyard Bill 
found a darling silver bracelet that caught most voters’ attention. 

John McQueen while sifting a Long Island Sound beach’s dry sand, found an eye catching, but not so 
precious religious medal. 

John McQueen returned to the same beach his a week later to scoop up three Dungeon and Dragon player 
pieces. Now John has three mascots to aid him in his detecting ventures. 

Dave Gregorski, back at a construction site that he had “cleaned out”, dug 3 inches down after the rains 
ceased to retrieve a turn of last century Officer’s button. What a halo it had! 

Carl Muller was frustrated by a very trashy area. His persistence paid off with a very fine President Hayes 
spoon. The engraved art work is very interesting. 

Consolation prize award went for a copper bracelet found by James Chamberland. 
 
 Our President took a liking awarding dimes last month and continued this month by awarding one for Joe 
Leal’s night time find of a class ring with diamonds. He also awarded one to Susan Pershern who came all 
the way from Portland, Oregon to attend the meeting. She stayed with her sister Jane and Rick Browne. In 
side trips she visited with her mother Eleanor Campbell, a former YTC member. 
 
 Number of entries (50 total) by make of detector: Fisher, 15; Minelab, 8; Whites, 27. 
Average land depth: 3 inches. Number of water / wet sand finds: 7. Number of “in the woods” finds: 5. 
Thirteen entries this month came from the “Private Land”, one find was under moon light while five finds 
were found in the rain and 4 under an overcast sky. Deepest hole dug was 16 inches for a John Deere 
tractor. 
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Y.T.C. 
November, 2004 Auction Catalog 

 
No.       Description                                                                                                                             Est. Value 
 
1.          Schrade Jackknife                                                                                                                       $ 10.00 
2.          Large All-purpose Tool                                                                                                                    5.00 
3.          Compact All-purpose Tool                                                                                                               5.00 
4.          YTC Coin Apron                                                                                                                              4.00 
5.          YTC Coin Apron                                                                                                                              4.00 
6.          Small White’s Electronics Jacket                                                                                                         ? 
7.          Compass Magnum 220 VLF/TR Metal Detector                                                                           75.00 
8.          2 Leatherette Coil Covers                                                                                                                 8.00 
9.          2 Leatherette Coil Covers                                                                                                                 8.00 
10.        2 Leatherette Coil Covers                                                                                                                 8.00 

11.        Children’s Treasure Activity Book                                                                                                  2.00 
12.        Beginner’s Rock Collecting Set                                                                                                       2.00 
13.        Limited Edition Lasser Puzzle                                                                                                         2.00 
14.        Three Antique Glass Railroad Insulators (Whitall/Tatum, Brookfield, & Hemingray)                 12.00    
15,        Wooden Cape Cod Cranberry Picker                                                                                                5.00 
16.        Bicentennial Era Patriotic Wall Mirror                                                                                           20.00 

17.        Jar of Mixed ‘Junk’ Jewelry                                                                                                              5.00 
18.        2 Pair of Large Sterling Earrings                                                                                                    22.00 
19.        2 Pair of Sterling Earrings with Beads and Stone                                                                           12.00 
20.        Sterling Framed Pendant                                                                                                                 10.00 
21.        Pair of Sterling Rings                                                                                                                      10.00 
22.        Mixed Lot of Coin 2 x 2's                                                                                                                  5.00 
23.        Group of Three Riker Boxes - Various Sizes                                                                                  10.00 
24.        Large Stocking full of State Quarter Collecting Material                                                                10.00 

25.        1923 Silver U.S. Peace Dollar - XF/AU                                                                                          14.00 
26.        1 Ounce Prospector’s Silver Round                                                                                                    8.00 
27.        2 Gram Silver Eagle Medallion                                                                                                          3.00 
28.        Ike Dollar Keychain plus 2 Circulated Ike’s                                                                                      5.00 
29.        1909-VDB Lincoln Cent - VF                                                                                                            5.00 
30.        1909 Lincoln Cent - VF                                                                                                                      3.00 
31.        1936-S Buffalo Nickel - VG                                                                                                               1.50 
32.        1937-S Buffalo Nickel - F+                                                                                                                2.00 
33.        1937-D Buffalo Nickel - G+                                                                                                               1.00 
34.        4 Mixed Date Good Condition Barber Dimes                                                                                     4.00  

35.        Group of 25 Treasure Hunting Magazines                                                                                          5.00 
36.        Group of 25 Treasure Hunting Magazines                                                                                          5.00 
37.        Group of 25 Treasure Hunting Magazines                                                                                          5.00 
38.        Group of 25 Treasure Hunting Magazines                                                                                          5.00 

39.  Jar of pennies, over $14 worth - most need cleaning                14.00 
40.  Winter beach hunt, plus a meal - see page 9 for details               Minimum bid - 10.00 
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End of Salvage Operations on the Republic 
Earlier Probes followed recovery operations by Odyssey Marine Operations, regarding the wreck of 
the SS Republic. Odyssey has been raising treasure from the shipwreck about 100 miles off the coast of 
Georgia since late 2003. The side-wheel steamer sank in 1865 on the way from New York to New 
Orleans, after battling a hurricane for two days.  
The wreck lies under 1,700 feet of water. The estimated retail value of what has so far been brought up 
is $75 million. Most of the gold and silver coins have been found in the stern. Search may continue 
along the several miles long ‘debris trail’.  
Odyssey has brought up about 15,000 artifacts other than coins. These include shaving mugs, shoes, 
religious figures, pottery, bottles and even fruit still preserved in jars [yum!]. The newest issue of 
National Geographic Magazine includes exclusive details on the project.  
A public television special is planned for November, and a 48-page souvenir book will be available 
for this Christmas season. It is estimated that the oceans contain 3 million shipwrecks. Only recently 
has technology made recovery from many of them possible. Odyssey spent 12 years searching for the 
Republic, paying for research and combing about 1,400 square miles of seabed. The company’s high-
tech deep-sea submersible finally revealed the wreck. 
[Info. taken from Coin World, Sept. 13, 2004.] 

Auction item #40: 
1/2-Day Winter Detecting Trip to Hammonassett Beach (November-March). 
  - includes lunch or dinner at Lenny & Joe's 
  - learn how to 'read' a beach 
  - learn techniques that will increase your finds 
  - history of this beach 
  - winter beach patterns 
Dave Gregorski  is very experienced at this, and will be your guide.  
   Min. bid - $10.   (2 people may come, but only one meal included.) 
 
Please note - a few other Y.T.C. members will be offering similar detecting trips, to varied types of 
sites. Some will include a meal. Details will come on auction night! 

My Mother Taught Me About… 
Religion – “You better pray that comes out of the carpet.” 

Logic – “Because I said so, that’s why.” 
Justice – “ One day you will have kids and I hope they turn out just like you.” 

Genetics – “You’re just like your father.” 
Time travel – “If you don’t straighten up, I’ll knock you into the middle of next week.” 

Contortionism – “Will you look at that dirt on the back of your neck?” 
Receiving – “You’re going to get it when you get home.” 

[From the I.T.T.H.C. Treasure News, Sept., 2003.] 
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UPCOMING EVENTS/HUNTS 

2004 Garrett Club Program: Please register all Garrett metal detectors purchased or received as 
gifts during 2004, with Garrett. If you make them aware that you are a member of YTC, Garrett will 
credit the club with 10% of the purchase price.  Obtain an application form from any YTC 
officer. This credit may be used to procure a Freedom Ace Give-A-Way detector. This is an easy 
and effective way to support your club! 

November 21 (Sunday) - Coin Show @ the Polish National Home, 60 Charter Oak Ave., Hartford. 
Free admission and parking - call 860-247-1784 for details. Doors open at 9 A.M. 

“Nobody Gets It All” 
By Dave Gregorski 

   I’ve heard that phrase since I began detecting almost 6 years ago – it’s like a mantra. There’s so 
much involved in getting (or not) those elusive targets – type of detector and/or coil, detector 
settings, your technique, ground moisture content, amount of soil mineralization/trash, etc. I like to 
tell the story about the silver ring I found at a beach, in my own footprint! (In that case, 
approaching the target from a different direction made a difference.) 

   Well, now I can top that one. I’d gotten permission to hunt the yard of a house built in 1812. I’d 
gone over the ~ 60X80 foot front yard at least 5 times, with two different machines and in various 
directions. The best I did coin-wise was a few Wheaties and some shallow modern stuff – trash was 
abundant. I could ‘smell’ those old coins, but they were very good at hiding. 

   In late March of this year, when I was ‘shut out’ of a potential site by signs, I was in the area so I 
tried the old yard once more. My very first target was a 1913 Type I Buffalo nickel (no date). I then 
dug my share of trash, but ended up with a King William copper (~ 1700), a Wheatie, plus 2 Indian 
cents in the same hole (1865 and 1900). Nothing was deeper than 6 inches. How could I have 
missed these? Was my ‘ear’ just better that day? All the signals were poor. I had hunted very 
slowly, and maybe the coil was a bit closer to the ground. With every ‘iffy’ signal, I did do a ‘360’ 
around the target, approaching it from different directions before deciding to dig or not. 

   Maybe the ‘detecting faeries’ were just being kind to me that day. I rather think it had more to do 
about the inch of rain we’d gotten the day before, which enhanced the signals. The moral is, if you 
have a site where old targets turn up, something good is  probably still there. Pay a visit now and 
then, and hunt carefully and differently. Remember…nobody gets it all, even you. 

[Ed. Note – I wrote this months before giving my presentation on detecting ‘trashy’ sites. Looking 
back, I see I was beginning to learn new lessons within this wonderful hobby, which have since 
given me much satisfaction. Old, trashy sites aren’t for everyone…so it’s O.K. to tell me where 
yours are.     (-:   ]   
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Minutes of Yankee Territory Coinshooters meeting October 12, 2004: 
 
 The meeting was called to order at 7:12 p.m. with 33 members and no guests present. 
The Secretary’s Report was accepted as published. 
The Treasurer’s Report was accepted as read with a balance of $1,460.68 plus silver inventory of $297.60 at purchase cost. 
Tom Woron presented an article on detecting that he wrote for the Neighbors newspaper. 
Old Business: 
Dave Gregorski conveyed thanks from Jerry Burr to members who helped at the Cash Bash in Oxford: Ken, Vince, Joe, 

Bob, Rick, Phil, Shawn-Marie, and Chuck. The 50/50 raffle winner received a whopping $828.00. YTC’s share of the 
ticket sales was $413.50. 157 people registered including about 25 YTC members and hunters from as far away as West 
Virginia, Colorado, and Washington state. Thank God it didn’t rain because the whole place would have been a giant 
mud-hole. The event received mention in the Hartford Courant.  

Mark Sutcliffe e-mailed the Hartford Courant reporter who wanted story information on metal detecting. The reporter did 
not reply. 

Chuck reminded members of the Find-of-the-Month rule that only one entry per category (coin/jewelry/relic) per month is 
permitted for a maximum of three entries. 

New Business: 
Chuck reminded members of the club auction in November. One of the highlights will be detecting outings with skilled 

detectorists. 
We’re still looking for a farm field to detect in November. 
Next month we will need volunteers to bring the meat platter and set up for the Christmas party. 
The evening’s program was a discussion of the CashBash. The dinner was great and it seemed that everyone had a good 

time. Chuck and Shawn-Marie found a Wiccan ceremonial site and picnic grove where (on her first detecting 
experience) she found a cache containing 2 Walkers, 1 Washington quarter, 1 Mercury dime, a 1939 nickel, and a 
wheatie. Chuck found a Wiccan ring and Boy Scout items leading some to speculate that the witches might be 
sacrificing Boy Scouts! 

Joe and others were embarrassed by the awful holes that some (non-YTC members) left in the farmer’s lawn. Joe advised 
people to be sure to buy quality digging tools because they don’t bend or break. 

Rick didn’t even find one penny in the natural finds, but his Water Walkers team (Rick, Rich Janak, Bob Tulay, and Mark 
Sutcliffe) took third place overall in the competition hunt and showed off their white ribbons. The first place winners 
were professional competition hunters from Pennsylvania who used Troy Shadow detectors that are extremely 
lightweight. This was about their 21st hunt of the year. 

Bob Tulay and Richard MacRobbie reported that some of the hunt token were tough to find and recover because they were 
planted in corncobs and cornstalks, as well as in the sides of tire ruts and ridges. 

Ray Dapkus went bushwhacking up the mountain in search of cellar holes and wound up in a swamp. He did eyeball a very 
nice white triangular quartz American Indian bird point in the fields. Unfortunately, his vintage Cadillac bottomed out 
at the entrance to the parking lot and lost part of its exhaust system. 

Ken Gudernatch found places that weren’t on the map and found a silver dime and Wiccan ring. He reported that, overall, 
the finds included two 2-reales, one 1-real, one ½-real, a cache of four Connecticut coppers, a very nice Connecticut 
copper, a very nice 2-cent piece [and Shield nickel], a Flying Eagle cent, and a Victorian Canadian cent. The top prize 
for natural finds went for a nice Vermont copper. The Relic Hunter Ed Fedory [Western & Eastern Treasures] found a 
neat old brass flintlock. The site conditions were challenging; combining highly mineralized soil with a lot of iron trash. 

Mark Sutcliffe found his first and best target, an 1822 large cent, in the parking lot 20 feet from his truck. Many of the best 
finds came from the cornfield that was used for parking. He also found a quartz projectile point in a field bordering the 
Eight Mile River. 

Tony Cwikla found two musket balls, part of a big crotal bell, and a colonial copper that someone dug and left beside the 
hole.  

Bruce Morris, who hiked all over the farm on his new hip, found a pre-Civil War military button and suggested the use of 
two-way radios to keep in touch. 

In the Attendance Drawing for one silver dime: Sandra Sims was absent, Roy Wilbur won a silver dime. 
Don Bogli won the 1889 Silver Dollar Raffle. 
Ed Schoenrock won the 50/50 Raffle. 
Dave Gregorski reported that Ken Gudernatch attained Levels 1,2, and 3 of the Challenge. 
The meeting adjourned at 9:02 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted, Mark S. Sutcliffe, Secretary. 
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                            YTC Officers 
 
President, Chuck Anderson        944-9558   
                   {nlsanderson@sbcglobalnet.net}  
         
Vice President, Bruce Morris         212-2276 
                {brm1956@netzero.net}
                              
Secretary, Mark Sutcliffe                  860-647-7541  
                                      {Msutcl 1776@aol.com} 
 
Treasurer, Vince DiBattista              860-666-0270 
     {VDibattist@aol.com } 
 
Newsletter, Dave Gregorski               860-742-5836 
                                      {DGRookie@aol.com} 

Yankee Territory Coinshooters 
Code of Ethics 

Respect the rights and property of others. 
Never destroy historical or archeological artifacts. 
Observe all laws, whether national, state, or local. 
Aid law enforcement officials whenever possible. 

Leave the land and vegetation as it was. 
FILL IN ALL HOLES. 

Remove all trash and litter, take it with you when you 
leave. 

Remember that all coinshooters may be judged by the 
example YOU set. Always conduct yourself with 

courtesy and consideration toward others. 

T.C.  Metal Detectors 
Authorized dealer for Fisher, Tesoro, Minelab, 
Garrett, Troy, Bounty Hunter, Detectorpro, 

Whites, Lesche, RTG, and more 

Tony Cwikla, 23 Cornwall Drive,  
Windsor Locks, CT  06096 

860-623-1153 or  860-916-2506 
{29 years experience, oldest, largest dealer in the area} 

Member: Y.T.C., FMDAC 
Special discounts for members! 

FAX: 860-627-0593;  e-mail:  
CAPACTION@aol.com 

 
We also carry a full line of books, digging tools, sand 
scoops, headphones, extra coils, bags, pouches, etc. 

 
- We use what we sell and give expert advice free of charge. - 

Why not come in and see what we’re finding !! 

METAL DETECTORS and ACCESSORIES  

J & E ENTERPRISES of  
S. Yarmouth  

Factory Authorized Dealer for Fisher, Garrett, 
Minelab, Tesoro, & Whites. Coiltek coils, Covers, 
Headphones, Beach & Water Scoops, Books, Etc., 

Eleanor Hube, 54 Old Main St. at Forest Rd. 
South Yarmouth, MA 02664 

1-508-760-2100 
e-mail,  jetrhub2@verizon.net 

(Founding member of Yankee Territory Coinshooters) 

SALES, SERVICE & RENTALS 
Accepts Discover, Mastercard and Visa 

Will ship UPS 

(Special consideration for Y.T.C. members.) 

Vacation Rental 
CHRISTMAS  IN  CANCUN!! 

  HALF PRICE  5-STAR  RENTAL 
 

2BR/2b SUITE  w LR & FULL KITCHEN 
   Dec 18-25.  Can sleep six.  $1200. 

Call Ken G. for info  860-568-3464 
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NO Find of the Month for December!  
In keeping with Y.T.C.’s Christmas tradition, there will be no FOM at 
the December meeting. We will be celebrating the Holiday season with 
our party (see page 5). Finds made between the November and January 
meetings should be presented at the January 11 meeting. Challenge 
items for 2004 are eligible only if found by the last day of 2004. 

 STOP 

Find of the Month - Important Rule 
Please look at how the ‘finds’ are divided on 
page 6 - there are 3 major categories - Coins, 
Jewelry, and Relics. For each month, only one 
find is allowed in each of the three sections. 
You must choose what to enter, and where. 
The FOM table (at the meetings) is divided in the 
same manner. Again, only one find may be 
entered in each of the 3 columns - Coin, 
Jewelry, and Relic. Please adhere to this rule, to 
be fair to other Y.T.C. members. Finds will be 
checked by the FOM chairman, Rick Browne - 
his decision re. placement will be final. If in 
doubt, please ask him - he will be glad to help. 

CashBash 2004 
By Dave Gregorski 

Thankfully, the weather was great...rain would 
have created some problems. ‘CashBash Central’ 
was on the edge of a farm field, and parking was 
on the cultivated area. The tables were covered 
with tent-tops, and driving in on the main road, 
the event was easy to find. 
Saturday was totally a ‘natural finds’ hunt. The 
~300 acres included several fields, a few old 
house-yards, woods, picnic areas, etc. Close to 
150 detectorists tried their luck/skill. 
It turned out that the main field was the best re. 
finds. Several silver reals were picked up, plus an 
array of large coppers, and one Flying Eagle 
cent. One club member found a spill of several 
1900’s silver coins! And a picnic area gave up a 
few silver rings. 
The Saturday night dinner continued the cama-
raderie, with Ed Fedory as speaker. A fine buffet 
was augmented with some nice door prizes. A 
few Y.T.C. members and many detectorists from 
out-of-state stayed the night at a local hotel. 
Sunday’s focus was planted hunts, including 
‘speed’ hunts for individuals and teams. Many 
silver coins and tokens (redeemable for nice 
prizes) were planted for the first hunt. A Y.T.C. 
team of four tied for third place in the speed hunt.  
The results are forthcoming in the Guinness 
Book of World Records! 
Thanks to Jerry Bur for once again providing an 
exciting weekend. He would like to thank all 
those who participated, especially those who 
helped in one way or another. (And the club 
gained over $400 for its treasury, from the 
raffle!) I, personally, had a great time. 

Thanksgiving 
This year, I need it bad! Not just the turkey, but 
the warmth of loved ones sharing what’s really 
important in life. The divisiveness, manipu-
lations, and untruths of the political scene have 
gotten me down, and I need to step back. 
I need to remember - there is a greater power 
evident in everything in our daily lives - an act of 
kindness, a November flower, birds singing ‘no 
matter what’, love from an unexpected source. 
The whole of life is here for us, as a gift. The 
hard feelings are part of that (yuck!)...part of our 
growing experience, as long as we don’t push 
them away. Finding balance, support, and 
meaning is key.  
My wish is for God’s grace to be evident in our 
lives. For rhetoric to be replaced by honesty. For 
hearts to be softened, and ‘agendas’ put aside. 
For selfishness to melt into cooperation. For 
power to transform into even-handedness. For a 
realization that true strength comes not from 
control of others, but from within. God bless you 
and your loved ones.                    Dave G. 
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 Y.T.C. Christmas Party! 
 
 

Date/Time:  Tuesday, Dec. 14, at 6 P.M. 
 
Place: the usual meeting place 
 
Beverage: Coffee and soft drinks provided (NO ALCOHOL allowed) 
 
Food: Cold-cut/sandwich platter provided… 
 
AND... Please bring a dish (hot dishes, ‘finger food’, salads, desserts) 
- please call Dave Gregorski (860-742-5836) to see what is needed. 
Warming pots/trays will be very helpful, but ‘hot’ dishes must be 
brought hot.  
 
Grab-bag (“Chinese” style) - Value, minimum $10. - NO liquor, 
batteries, or flashlights, please; preferably detecting-related (coins, 
display cases, equipment, etc.), but can be other (lotto tickets, etc.). 
Wrap your gift!  And be sure it is suitable for either gender. Be fair - 
shop as if you were getting your own gift. 

Coinshooter’s Delight? 
Not too likely a ‘find’, even if you lived in Canada. But the new Canadian coin being released is 
interesting. It’s part of a ‘Natural Wonders’ series, .9999 fine silver. Surprisingly (to me), the latest 
coin recognizes the nation’s diamond industry. 
Since it’s beginnings in 1991, Canada has become a world leader in diamond production. The stones 
were discovered in the Northwest Territories, and from 1998-2002, 13.8 million carats of diamonds 
were mined. 
The 2005 coin weighs 31.39 grams, and the ‘face value’ is $20. The Royal Canadian Mint will produce 
25,000 pieces. It is 38 millimeters in diameter, so it’s something a detectorist could ‘trip over’. 
However, these are meant to be collector’s pieces, so the chance of finding one while detecting is very 
remote. 
[From Coin World, Oct. 25, 2004.] 



- 6 - 

November 
 

Bold, italics indicates the 
winners - submitted by Rick 

Browne, October, 2004 

Coins   
Gold / Silver   

Pre 1900 Carl Muller 1781  2 Real  
 John Hart 1732 - 1771  1/2 Real 
 Bill Viot 1844 half dime 
     
Post 1899 Don Bogli 1909 Barber quarter 
 Bob Tulay 1943 Mercury dime 
 Mike Giannetti 1944 Walking Liberty half dollar 
   

Other   
Pre 1900 Dave Gregorski 1807 Large Cent 
 Mark Sutcliffe 1822 Large cent 
 Tony Cwikla Colonial Copper 
   
Post 1899 Ken Gudernatch 5 Wheaties and a rusty nail in one hole 
 Chuck Anderson 1930 Wheat cent 
 Vince DiBattista 1990 Canadian $1.00 ‘Loonie’ 
   

Token N O   E N T R Y  
   

Jewelry   
Gold Mike Giannetti 14K ring with 12 diamonds 

 Bob Tulay 14K ring art Deco mother & child with 3pt diamond 
 Phil Skewes 10K child'sring 
 Ken Gudernatch 10K Necklace 
   

Silver Don Bogli Silver charm bell 
 Chuck Anderson Pentagram Witch's ring 
 Dave Gregorski Sterling St. Christopher medal, circa 1940 
 Bob Cwikla Silver earring with amber stone 
   

Other Joe Waldron Large red stone ring 
 Vince DiBattista Silver plated ring with yellow stone 
   

Relic   
Toy Ken Gudernatch Tin / lead soldier 

 Joe Waldron Mini Army truck in need of one wheel 
 Don Bogli Matchbox bulldozer 
 Bob Cwikla Toy tea pot 
 Frank LeMasters Cast metal airplane 
 Phil Skewes Search & Rescue vehicle 
 Bruce Morris Zodiac decoder 
   

Military Bill Viot Post Revolution Button, New York Militia 
     

{Continued on page 7} 
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Carl Muller had an1781 2 Real come up from the depth of 8 inches while digging at the Cash Bash. 
Don Bogli unearthed a 1909 Barber quarter from the yard of a 1740 house that is undergoing renovation. Don 
obtained permission after several weeks of searching for the owner. His mind was filled with thoughts of 
colonial coppers but his first Barber ever found came up. Then by a coffin door a 1909 dime came up 
Dave Gregorski found a 1807 Large cent in a corn field at the Cash Bash. He had to use steel wool and olive 
oil to bring enough information out to ID the coin. A process NOT recommended for collector’s coins. 
Ken Gudernatch hit one hole at the Cash Bash with 5 wheaties and a rusty nail in it. The treasure left behind 
by another detectorist turned out to be Ken’s BEST find for the weekend. 

Mike Giannetti using a pulse detector found an impressive man’s ring with 12 diamonds set in 14K gold. 12 
is not quite the 55 diamonds of Pam’s best ring, but it is a start in the right direction. The ring was in the surf 
along with a lot of junk and another 18K gold band. 
Don Bogli rang everyone’s chimes with his little silver “ding-a-ling” that came from the same house location 
above, but by the mailbox. 
Joe Waldron caught the eye of the majority of the voters with a BIG red stone that sparkles. The ring came 
from an old school yard that has been done many, many times. 

Ken Gudernatch tin / lead soldier was left at the Cash Bash, but returned in time for the Find of the Month. 
Ken’s best toy soldier, probably from the WWI, WWII, Victorian, Hessian era or whenever, was dug in a local 
well drained park pond. 
Bill Viot entered a New York Militia button in very nice shape found while out with his dog, Bill’s dog lead 
him to the front door steps where the button was unearthed. 
Bob Tulay a New York World Fair, a Kendal Oil “Good Luck” token found somewhere but for the life of 
Bob he does not know where he dug it up from. It was so much like a quarter, Bob could not tell the 
difference. 

President’s awards: 
To Bill Viot for his 1844 Half dime that came from a freshly plowed field. The object was unknown to Bill 
until he cleaned it when he got home 
To Bruce Morris’s pagan Zodiac decoder pendant, again from the Cash Bash hunt. Bruce is going to do more 
research on the pendant, and will not hunt the field he found it in at night. 
Consolation prize award went to Chuck Anderson for his 1960 – 1970’s Boy Scout neckerchief slide. 

Number of entries (37 total) by make of detector: Fisher, 8; Minelab, 3; White’s, 24; Troy 2. 
Average land depth: 3.5 inches. Number of water / beach finds: 6. 
Sixteen entries this month came from the “Private Land”, six finds were under an overcast sky and one find 
came up in the midst of rain. 

By Rick Browne 

Other Bob Tulay 1939 NY Worlds Fair Kendall Oil "Good Luck" token 
Consolation Prize Chuck Anderson 1960-70's Boy Scout neckerchief slide 

 Tony Cwikla Crotal bell fragment 
 Dave Gregorski Ornate drawer pull, Patent Dec. 31, 1867 
 Vince DiBattista Animal ID tag 
 Ken MacMinagil Girl Scout Pin 
 Joe Leal "Carbide diamond" studded necklace 
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A Kindness Returned 10-Fold 
By Dave Gregorski 

The warm spell in early March came at a time of poor tides and freshly-sanded beaches (i.e., 
the ‘good stuff’ was too deep). Plus the nice weather had brought out many detectorists, and it 
was hard to find five modern coins in an afternoon. 
It was time to explore, and I chose a New Haven-area beach that had some history to it. As I 
pulled my gear out of the truck, I heard a “hi” and looked up to see an older gentleman carrying 
a detector. We chatted and I instantly liked the man. George shared some stories, about 
detecting and about life, and I could tell he needed someone to listen, so I did. He could tell I 
was getting ‘antsy’ to hit the beach, and told me that if my machine “went deep”, if I hunted a 
certain strip of sand I’d get “some silver dimes”. 
Right. He’s talking like I’m going to pick cherries off a tree. Sometimes weeks go by without a 
hint of silver. And he’s sharing a ‘silver spot’ with a stranger? 
The coins had been blown up by “the hurricane”. I figured he was confusing past and present, 
but I thanked him anyway for the information. He then pointed toward 3 dirt piles, claiming it 
was “construction dirt” from an old part of the park – then invited me to join him in hunting the 
dirt. 
George was using a cheap Tesoro, with no headphones. I wondered if his great detecting ‘silver 
stories’ were just the talk of an old man. The piles yielded nothing, and George’s credibility 
took a hit. Yet I was glad to spend a little of my time with him. We parted company with “good 
luck”s, and I headed to the beach. 
I stubbornly began my own patterning, with no luck. Then I figured I had nothing to lose in 
trying ‘George’s spot’. The sand was not to my liking – coarse and billowy…I usually avoid 
such areas. On digging my first target, though, I discovered that 4 inches down the sand became 
dark brown and tightly compacted. I pulled a Wheatie out of the hole, and when the next target 
was a 1941 nickel, I suspected maybe George knew what he was talking about. 
It was like hunting a ‘virgin’ area, though all the targets were ‘whispers’ and 6-12 inches deep. 
My final tally was 5 Wheaties, a Buffalo, a silver ‘war nickel’, 3 Mercs, and a 1925 Standing 
Liberty quarter. An old key and a few other interesting relics topped off the haul. All this in the 
‘backyard’ of the Nutmeg/North Haven detecting club. 
I wished George was still around so I could thank him. He had unselfishly given me a very 
pleasurable afternoon, and I was grateful. I hope I see him again. Maybe I’ll bump into him on 
that hillside where he told me he pulled out the ‘seated’ coins! 

What’s In a Name? 
In 1916, several new coins were designed for the U.S. Mint. The Barber dime made a transition to the 
Winged Liberty Head variety, which we commonly call the Mercury dime. The quarter showed ‘Miss 
Liberty’ stepping forward to the gateway of the country, yet we call it the Standing Liberty quarter. The 
half shows the goddess Liberty taking a full stride toward the ‘dawn of a new day’, and we now call the 
coin a Walking Liberty half dollar (not ‘Striding Liberty’). 
[From Coin World, August 30, 2004.] 
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Membership Renewal Form for 2005 
Please use this form when paying your 2005 dues, and for information updates. 

Dues are: 
  _____ @ $20. First family member 
  _____ @ $10. Second family member 
  _____ @ $7.   Each subsequent family member 
  _____ @ $5. - Individual FMDAC membership (optional) 
 
      Total enclosed $ _______ 
 
If you do not save your newsletter, please pass it on to a friend. This is a good way to 

promote Y.T.C. and perhaps gain a new club member. 
 

Last Name: ________________________   First Name: _____________________ 
 
Additional names:  __________________, _________________, ________________ 
 
Address: _____________________________________________________________ 
 
City: ____________________________  State: ________________ Zip: ___________ 
 
Phone: ( _______) _______ - ____________ 
 
E-mail address: ____________________________ 

May this information be shared with other club members?  YES ____  NO ____ 

 Your membership expires on Dec. 31, 2004! A one month grace-period allows you to receive 
a January Probe, but if you’re not renewed by Jan. 31, you will not receive a February newsletter. As a 
bonus for early renewal, (received by Dec. 11, before the Christmas party), you will be eligible for the 
Early Bird Silver Coin raffle, to be held at the Christmas party on Dec.14. Fill out and mail the above 
form (with your check) so that Vince DiBattista, our treasurer, will receive it well before the party.  
Mail to:  Yankee Territory Coinshooters, P.O. Box 1811, Hartford, CT  06144-1811 
    Make check payable to: YTC (or full club name) 
Membership benefits - monthly meetings and newsletter (Probe), Find of the Month and yearly 
Challenge contests (with prizes of silver coins), member and guest speakers, information on detecting 
and related equipment, refreshments and members’ prize drawings at meetings, raffles, ‘members only’ 
hunts, friendship and camaraderie around this wonderful hobby. Membership in the Federation of Metal 
Detector and Archeological Clubs, Inc. will cost an additional $5 - your choice, see Vince D. if 
interested for 2005 or include payment - see above. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS/HUNTS 

2004 Garrett Club Program: Please register all Garrett metal detectors purchased or received 
as gifts during 2004, with Garrett. If you make them aware that you are a member of YTC, 
Garrett will credit the club with 10% of the purchase price.  Obtain an application form from 
any YTC officer. This credit may be used to procure a Freedom Ace Give-A-Way detector. This 
is an easy and effective way to support your club! 

November 21 (Sunday) - Coin Show @ the Polish National Home, 60 Charter Oak Ave., 
Hartford. Free admission and parking - call 860-247-1784 for details. Doors open at 9 A.M. 

Tips Learned the Hard Way 
- Don't dig under dog poop in a public park even if it DOES say it's a silver dollar at only 4 inches.  
- NEVER put a 9 volt battery in your front crotch pocket where you keep your car keys.  
- Always check for fire ants BEFORE you kneel down and dig.  
- Be sure you know who's watching you watch the beach babes while you're pretending to watch the sand.  
- Daydreaming about a Star Wars light sabre battle while hunting is not conducive to being invited back to 
hunt soon.  
- Singing your favorite Beatles or Jefferson Airplane tunes under your headphones seems to have similar 
negative results.  
 
- If someone asks how much your detector costs tell them, "I got it at a yard sale for $20" but you'll sell them 
the rotten piece of ---- for $50.  
- If others ask if you have found anything, the correct answer is always - "Yes, pull tabs, nails and a backache." 
If they keep talking just start adding the rest of your regular symptoms stressing the loose bowels and offering 
to show off any surgical scars.  
- If people won't leave you alone and you still want to stay there swinging (alone), just remind them that your 
probation officer has already warned you to get back to serving your 500 hours of community service.  
- If asked if you have ever found anything "good", say "Yes, my wife."  
- If someone asks what you are doing it's fine to tell them, "I'm looking for a ring my father lost here a few 
years ago."  
- Always wee wee facing AWAY from traffic.  
 
- In that same vein, remember that when it's really cold out zippers tend to be MUCH slower, stiffer and 
sharper than normal and certain objects are even smaller than they appear at home.  
- If it's hot and you are dizzy and your head hurts you probably DON'T have enough time to "finish just one 
more row."  
- NEVER trust any males between 8 and 24 in groups of 3 or more.  
- Don't talk to ANY little girls or boys without at least three independent witnesses available that have NO 
relation to the child. This is even MORE important if the child is "just so cute and adorable."  
- When figures of authority or the "Mrs. Cravitts" of the world ask about your Lesche remember that it is a 
"digger", not a knife and NEVER a "shiv", "blade" or "pig-sticker".  
- Always say "sir" to the nice policeman and keep your hands in sight at ALL times.  

[Thanks to Phil Skewes for finding this on the Internet. Obviously written by a guy.] 
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Minutes of Yankee Territory Coinshooters Meeting,  November 9, 2004: 
 
 The meeting was called to order with 35 members and 3 guests present. 
The Secretary’s Report was accepted as published. 
The Treasurer’s Report was accepted as read with a balance of $1,443.83 plus silver 

inventory of $314.94 at purchase cost. 
Announcements: 
The Early Bird Dues Renewal Drawing will be held at the Christmas Party for those 
members who have renewed their dues before the December meeting. First prize is a 
silver half-dollar. Second through sixth prizes are silver dimes. 
The FMDAC wants their dues sent in before January first. That presents a difficulty 
because many of our members do not pay up before the January meeting. Members did 
not receive any Quests (FMDAC Newsletter) this year. 
At the Cash Bash the farmer’s wife was upset over the poorly-filled dig holes in her lawn. 
It is hoped that no YTC members were responsible. 
We need a hospitality host to welcome new people and encourage the wearing of 

nametags. 
Old Business: (none) 
New Business: 
The Christmas Party begins at 6:00 p.m. on December 14th. Phil Skewes volunteered to 
bring the paper and plastic goods, table covers, egg nog, and condiments [all reimbursed 
by the club]. Steve Gudernatch will bring the cold cuts and rolls. Dave Gregorski will 
coordinate the potluck food. 
A motion was approved to advance Phil Skewes $25.00 for Christmas Party goods. 
A motion was passed to advance Steve Gudernatch $100.00 for cold cut platters and 
rolls. 
No site was found for a club outing in November. 
Andy Weise was absent so he did not win the Attendance Drawing for 2 silver quarters. 
Dennis Thorpe won a silver dime (first time ever). 
Mike Giannetti won the Silver Dollar Raffle. 
Tony Cwikla won the 50/50 Raffle. 
Dave Gregorski announced that John McQueen attained Level 2 of the Challenge. 
The Club Auction was held with 57 lots. A few items failed to attract bids, but most items 
sold for less than $10.00 each. Donated items included digging tools, treasure magazines, 
coins, collectibles, and a vintage detector. Four certificates good for a day out detecting 
with experienced members drew much interest. The highest bid of the night ($50.00) 
went for a day of door-knocking with Bruce Morris. 
The meeting adjourned at 9:03 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, Mark Sutcliffe, Secretary 
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                            YTC Officers 
 
President, Chuck Anderson        944-9558   
         {nlsanderson@sbcglobalnet.net}  
         
Vice President, Bruce Morris         212-2276 
                {brm1956@netzero.net}
                              
Secretary, Mark Sutcliffe                  860-647-7541  
                                      {Msutcl 1776@aol.com} 
 
Treasurer, Vince DiBattista              860-666-0270 
     {VDibattist@aol.com } 
 
Newsletter, Dave Gregorski               860-742-5836 
                                      {DGRookie@aol.com} 

Yankee Territory Coinshooters 
Code of Ethics 

Respect the rights and property of others. 
Never destroy historical or archeological artifacts. 
Observe all laws, whether national, state, or local. 
Aid law enforcement officials whenever possible. 

Leave the land and vegetation as it was. 
FILL IN ALL HOLES. 

Remove all trash and litter, take it with you when you 
leave. 

Remember that all coinshooters may be judged by the 
example YOU set. Always conduct yourself with 

courtesy and consideration toward others. 

T.C.  Metal Detectors 
Authorized dealer for Fisher, Tesoro, Minelab, 
Garrett, Troy, Bounty Hunter, Detectorpro, 

Whites, Lesche, RTG, and more 

Tony Cwikla, 23 Cornwall Drive,  
Windsor Locks, CT  06096 

860-623-1153 or  860-916-2506 
{29 years experience, oldest, largest dealer in the area} 

Member: Y.T.C., FMDAC 
Special discounts for members! 

FAX: 860-627-0593;  e-mail:  
CAPACTION@aol.com 

 
We also carry a full line of books, digging tools, sand 
scoops, headphones, extra coils, bags, pouches, etc. 

 
- We use what we sell and give expert advice free of charge. - 

Why not come in and see what we’re finding !! 

Donations to Y.T.C. Library 
2004 Standard Catalog of World Coins, 
1901 to Present (from Tony Cwikla) 

2002 North American Coins & Prices 
(from Courtney McQueen) 
[A big ‘thank you’ from the club.] 

METAL DETECTORS and ACCESSORIES  

J & E ENTERPRISES of  
S. Yarmouth  

Factory Authorized Dealer for Fisher, Garrett, 
Minelab, Tesoro, & Whites. Coiltek coils, Covers, 
Headphones, Beach & Water Scoops, Books, Etc., 

Eleanor Hube, 54 Old Main St. at Forest Rd. 
South Yarmouth, MA 02664 

1-508-760-2100 
e-mail,  jetrhub2@verizon.net 

(Founding member of Yankee Territory Coinshooters) 

SALES, SERVICE & RENTALS 
Accepts Discover, Mastercard and Visa 

Will ship UPS 

(Special consideration for Y.T.C. members.) 
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The Find of the Month Chairman  
Has the Final Word! 

 
   Sorry to say it was wrong, not once but twice 
during the November meeting. After tallying the 
FOM results the “winning” entry slips were 
pulled and recorded on the tally sheet. The 
“winners” were called from the names written on 
the sheet. However, I pulled two non-winning 
slips, leaving the winning slips on the 
Checkerboard instead.  
   I then awarded silver dimes to the “winning 
looser” in two categories. I wish to express my 
sincere regretfulness to all and especially the four 
individuals involved. In making amends, I am 
personally awarding a silver quarter to each of 
the righteous winners and allowing the non-
winners to keep the erroneously awarded silver 
dime. 
The FOM Table shows the correct winner on the 
top line in Italic Bold print and the non-winners 
in Bold print. The Find of the Month Chairman 
has the final word! Even if he has to correct it! 

Rick Browne 

The Y.T.C. Auction... 
...was a great success. Our treasury gained 
$485.25. Because of the fundraising efforts this 
past year, the club will be able to give back more 
to its members next year.  
Again, thanks to Chuck Anderson for his 
preparation and efforts on the club’s behalf. Also 
appreciated are those who bid on the items. And 
many thanks to all those who made donations , 
including the ‘guided day trips’ which were well 
received.  

Call to Service 
As another successful year winds down, please 
keep in my that our club does not ‘run itself’. It 
takes a certain amount of time and effort to give 
members the benefits we all enjoy. We’ve had 
the help of ‘many hands’ this year, which makes 
it easier for all.  
Club elections will be held at the March meeting. 
Some tasks are less ‘high profile’...behind the 
scenes stuff that is still important. Only the club 
officers are voted in - the various chair people are 
appointed from those volunteering.  
Current servers will, in the next 2 months, be 
personally asking for members to lend a hand. 
When a job becomes ‘old’, it’s no longer fun, and 
we’d appreciate help from our larger body of 
members. From experience (although it sounds 
like a cliché), getting involved is a sure-fire way 
to make your Y.T.C. experience richer.  

Programs for Future Meetings! 
January 11 - bring in your favorite/’best’ finds 
from 2004. They can be in display cases, or not. 
This is a good way for each of us to reflect on the  
good times detecting brings. And we’d like 
members to share a little about an item or two. 
February 8 - a new topic...bring in tokens 
(game, commercial, etc.) from your detecting 
career. These are always interesting, and you 
may be surprised what you’ve accumulated. 

Love Token Trivia 
   “Animals have a large place in the world of 
love tokens, and Victoria-ear folk had as much 
devotion for their pets as could be found between 
a woman and her beau,” says collector Michelle 
Brubaker. “The use of ‘animalia’ can be 
interpreted in two general ways: symbolically or 
literally.”  

   [There are] love tokens with engraved 
representations of a chicken breaking out of an 
egg, an ornate unicorn, a treasured horse and a 
valued hunting dog. 

[Information taken from a Coin World article, 
April 7, 2003.] 
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THE REASON BEHIND RIDGES ON COINS 
Why do some coins, like quarters and dimes, have 
ridge on the sides? For the answer to this question 
let's turn to our friends at the U.S. Mint. 

The people at the Mint say the dollar coin, half 
dollar, quarter and dime were originally made of 
gold and silver. Some people would file the edges 
off the coins to get shavings of the precious 
metals. Some coins in circulation were reduced to 
about half their minted weight. Merchants took to 
weighing every coin they were passed, which 
slowed down business.  

The grooved, or "reeded" edges prevented 
shaving, and also made counterfeiting more 
difficult. The penny and nickel never contained 
precious metals, so reeding wasn't necessary. 
None of the coins now contain precious metals. 
Quarters, dimes, and half dollars have a copper 
core and an outer layer made of copper and a 
copper-nickel alloy. Nickels are made from that 
same alloy. The golden dollar has a copper core, 
and the alloy layers on each side are copper, zinc, 
manganese and nickel. The penny, once a copper 
coin, is  now composed of copper-plated zinc. 

The Mint continues to use reeded edges because it 
helps the visually impaired identify the coins. For 
example, ridges make it easy to identify a dime 
from a penny. 

There are 188 ridges on a dime; 119 on a quarter. 
Last year the country produced 7,288,855,000 
pennies; 1,230,480,000 nickels;  2,567,000,000 
dimes; 3,313,704,000 quarters; 5,600,000 half 
dollars and 7,597,610 golden dollars. 

It costs 10.03 cents to make a golden dollar; 9.63 
cents to make a half dollar, 4.29 cents to make a 
quarter; 1.88 cents to make a dime; 3.13 cents to 
make a nickel; and 0.81 cents to make a penny. 

From The News Herald, submitted by Doug 
Amundson, Cambridge, AN. 

I Want to Go Back to a Time When… 
 

 - Decisions were made by going ‘eeny-meeny-
miney-mo’. 
- Catching fireflies could happily occupy an 
entire evening. 
- ‘Race issue’ meant arguing about who ran the 
fastest. 
- Baseball cards in spokes transformed a bike 
into a motorcycle. 
- Water balloons were the ultimate weapon. 
- Getting a foot of snow was a dream come true. 
- War was a card game. 

[From the I.T.T.H.C. Treasure News, August, 
2003.] 

MEDAL DETECTED 

If it hadn't been for a treasure hunter scanning a 
muddy Detroit Riverbank with a metal detector, a 
rare medal believed to date to the War of 1812 
may have been lost forever. 

Although the medal's history is somewhat 
difficult to trace because of how it was found, 
experts at Bonhams auctioneers in London 
believe the silver medallion minted for a 
Canadian First Nations chief is a rare find. 

"They are quite scarce," said Andrew Litherland, 
an expert on coins and medals at Bonhams. He 
estimates that only a few hundred may still be in 
existence - and they rarely come up for sale. 

The medal is expected to fetch up to $10,000. 

From The Toronto Sun, submitted by Rod King, 
Peterborough, Ontario, Canada. 
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Bold, italics indicates the 
winners - submitted by Rick 
Browne, November, 2004 

Gold / Silver    
Pre 1900                 Danny LaMontagne** 1851 3 cent piece 
                      Mike Giannetti** 1821 Real 
     
Post 1899                      Roy Wilber 1909 Barber quarter 
                      John Hart 1919 Walking Liberty half dollar 
                      Dave Gregorski 1913 Barber Dime 
   

Other    
Pre 1900                      Bob Ellis** 1724 Hibernia penny 
                      Ken Gudernatch** 1874 Indian Head cent 
   
Post 1899                      Bob Cwikla 1911 Canadian Large cent 
                      Craig Sims 1954 South African 1P 
                      John McQueen Dateless Buffalo nickel 
   

Token                      Joe Waldron Atlantic Beach Park token 
                      Vincent DiBattista Garden State Parkway token 
   

Jewelry   
Gold                      Ken Gudernatch 18K medal 

                      Vincent DiBattista 14K "Katie" ring 
                      Phil Skewes Gold earring with diamonds 
   

Silver                      Dave Gregorski Silver Boy Scout ring 
                      Mike Giannetti Religious medal 
                       Ray Dapkus Man's sterling silver ring 
   

Other                       Bob Cwikla American Indian Pendent, pewter 
                       Bob Ellis Pin 
                       Richard Browne Dorie looking for Nemo 
   

Relic   
Toy                        Don Bogli Cast iron toy horse 

                        Vincent DiBattista Hot Rod car 
                         Joe Waldron 33 Willies (1982) 
                         Ken Gudernatch Hubley cap gun 
                         Jim Groom Cap gun 
   

Military                         Craig Sims Button 

{Continued on page 7} 
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By Rick Browne 

Danny LaMontagne unearthed a 3-cent piece on a drizzly day at a field’s gate opening, 3 feet in and 5 inches down. 
 
Roy Wilber popped out a 1909 Barber quarter from a yard of a house that had been moved to North Carolina. 
 
Bob Ellis 1724 Hibernia penny . . . did the Indian really beat the Hibernia?  NO! Due to human error, missed 
communications and time constraints, Bob’s story on the Hibernia will not be known until the next meeting. 
 
Tony Cwikla located a 1911 Canadian Large cent an inch down by a bush that had a nearby dig hole. 
 
Joe Waldron while “at the beach” scooped up an Atlantic Beach Park token. 
 
Ken Gudernatch, at a drained lake area that many of our club members had detected, found an18K gold medal. 
 
Dave Gregorski at a local park retrieved a Silver Boy Scout ring along with 57 cents. All were leftovers from a 
YTC fun hunt. 
 
Bob Cwikla out-did the fish with his American Indian Thunderbird dug from a depth of 5 inches. 
 
Don Bogli brought a cast iron toy horse out from behind the barn and 4 inches down, to see the sunlight again. 
 
Craig Sims’ made in Connecticut military button came from the land of a private old house. 
 
Mike Giannetti dug a beautiful letter opener form a local park. The opener was amongst the junk and now will open 
all of Mike’s mail. 
 
Consolation prize award went for an 1864 – 1843 button found by Roy Wilber next to his winning quarter. 
 
Number of entries (36 total) by make of detector: Fisher - 6; Minelab - 4; White’s - 19; Technetics - 2; Tesoro - 1; 
and unknown - 4. Average land depth: 3 inches. Number of water / wet sand finds: 4. Number of “in the woods” 
finds: 3. Twelve entries this month came from the “Private Land”, two finds were found in the rain and two under an 
overcast sky. Deepest hole dug was 8 inches for a “Sunny Jim” Depression token. 

Other Mike Giannetti Letter opener 
Consolation Prize    Roy Wilber 1834-1843 Button 

 John Hart Membership Emblem of the Worcester Salt Good Luck 
Club 

   Bob Cwikla Silver plated spoon 

         John McQueen Soccer referee game coin 

    Ray Dapkus Late 1700's (Colonial) button 

                Bob Ellis In God We Trust button, 1820-1838 made in  
Attleboro, MA 

       Pam Giannetti ‘Shop Newberry's’ token 

        Dave Gregorski "Sunny Jim" Depression token 
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 Cemetery Hunting: To hunt or not to hunt? 
A lot of controversy surrounds the issues of metal detecting cemeteries. I have spent several weeks 
researching this topic and after speaking with many people about it I have come to several conclusions. 
Cemeteries are indeed a good place to locate relics and old coins. I believe the biggest problems that lie 
in cemetery hunting tend to be more moral and ethical rather than legal. In only a few rare cases have I 
found “no metal detecting” to be posted on signs at these properties. In those few cases it needs not be 
said that this is not the place to hunt under any circumstances. The majority of cemeteries I have found 
in my area mention nothing about metal detecting;  however, that doesn’t always give you a Carte 
blanche to start tearing up the turf without asking permission.  

In most cases you maybe able to obtain permission by finding out the superintendent’s name and 
dropping by or righting a letter before you hunt. I have found it helpful to bring along a bucket of trash 
from your last hunt and use it as leverage explaining that you would be happy to pick any trash that you 
my find as well as offer to do some weeding or pruning at no cost. In a lot of cases you will find that 
the cemetery staff will gladly give you the OK. Assure them that you will not desecrate the gravesite 
with unfilled holes. Explain that you use a very small digging tool and that you always return any up- 
turned sod. I always bring a small bag of grass seed with me. I find this carries a lot of clout with the 
caretakers. Under any circumstances do not bring a shovel! If you want the passers by to think you’re a 
grave robber a shovel is a sure-fire way to seeing a cruiser at some point during your hunt. 
The following rules are guild lines I use when considering a cemetery to hunt.  
1.     Always get permission when and where possible. Don’t assume getting permission to hunt one 
cemetery is a free pass to the whole area.  
 2.     Never hunt directly over a grave. Try the gate area and the areas around the boundaries. These 
areas tend to be productive. Don’t interfere with the gravesites  
 3.     Always leave the site in better shape then you found it. Pick up trash and debris. Not just the stuff 
you dig up. This goes a long way in keeping in good standing with the caretakers  
 4.     Keep your digging shallow and use a pinpoint  probe if you have one. Never carry a shovel unless 
you enjoy the comfort of a jail cell.  
 5.     Leave markers, stones or personal belongs as you found them. If you uncover a part of a 
gravestone buried beneath the surface, brush it of and tell the caretaker where you found it so that they 
can return it to its intended place.  
 6.     Stay away from modern day cemeteries. There isn’t much to find in cemeteries dated from the 
last hundred years. Cemeteries that are from the 1700’s and 1800’s tend to yield the older coins and 
relics. If your looking for modern day clad go to the local beach or park. It will be less work and 
aggravation.  
 7.     Always read and follow the posted rules. Some cemeteries post regulations regarding metal 
detecting, visiting hours and parking. Stay within the rules.  
 
 I hope that the following guild lines have been helpful. It is up to you whether you choose to hunt or 
not to hunt cemeteries.  Ask ten different people their opinion on this topic and you’re likely to get ten 
different answers. This has been my take on this and I am open to discussing it in more detail. You can 
send your comments to us by visiting our website Http://www.newenglandtreasure.com 
Good luck and happy hunting!  
This article has been written by Kenneth Maston, founder of Massachusetts Organization for Research 
and Recovery.   [From the Treasure Hunters Gazette, 8/27/04.] 
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 FINDS FROM THE NEWS.... 
  DANBY, Vt. - As a teenager working the fields on his parents' farm in the 1930s, Hugh Bromley found a 
colonial coin dating back to 1787. Flush with excitement, he ran back to the house to show his parents. "Instead 
of leaving it with my family, I took it back with me, in my shirt pocket, and lost it that same afternoon," 
Bromley, now 84, said 70 years later. "It made me sick, losing it. But thanks to a Rutland chiropractor and 
metal-detector enthusiast Richard Ashcroft, Bromley recently got a second chance. After learning of Bromley's 
story through a patient, Ashcroft took a metal detector to Bromley's cornfield a few weeks ago. To everyone's 
amazement, within several hours, he found the treasured coin. "Boy, did his face light up when I gave it to him," 
Ashcroft said.  
The coin's markings, the clearest of which depict a tree, have been smoothed down by time and the elements. 
The coin was minted in Connecticut. Ashcroft found the piece embedded in the ground some 6 inches below the 
surface of the soil. Although Bromley had precise memories of the coin and where he guessed it had fallen from 
his pocket, he said he was rather skeptical when Ashcroft first showed up with his equipment. The field had been 
tilled countless times over the decades. "I thought, boy, this is a needle in a haystack," Bromley said. "I couldn't 
believe it. I thought in 1930 I'd never see that coin again."  
Ashcroft's search also turned up an 1810 penny, some old nails, a few metal buttons and a two-piece pewter 
spoon. Ashcroft said establishing the value of Bromley's coin would take some research, but he guessed several 
hundred dollars at least. But for Bromley, it seems, monetary value never came into it. The coin had become a 
portal to another time. "He was sitting on the porch as we left and he never lifted up his head," Ashcroft recalled. 
"You could tell he was just sifting through the memories."' Standing on the farmhouse porch, Thursday, Bromley 
displayed the piece to a few visitors, fingering it gingerly. Suddenly, it sprang from his palm and hit the wood 
with a dull ring. "I better put this away before I lose it again," he said with a chuckle and headed back inside. 
[No record of where this article came from…] 

Advice To Take To Heart 
(NAPSI)-If you want to avoid being among the estimated 62 million Americans with cardiovascular disease-
or even if you're among their ranks already-take heart. It can be a lot easier to achieve longevity with a little 
more common sense. Here are some simple things you can do to improve your health:  
• Stay in touch: Studies have shown, caring relationships often extend lifespans dramatically.  
• Exercise: Even walking for half an hour a day, three times a week has tangible health benefits, helping 
maintain vigor, slow bone loss, speed metabolism and delay diabetes.  
• Volunteer: On average, volunteers live longer. Give back and you may get back many years.  
• Cope: Cortisol, the stress hormone, wears bodies out. Find healthy ways to unwind from and reduce stress, 
be it mental exercises, deep breathing, time alone or time with others.  
• Use herbs: Season your life with spices instead of salt or butter.  
• Avoid transfats: Stay away from fried foods and cook with monounsaturated oils such as olive or canola.  
• Eat oats: Oats were the first food allowed to make health claims by the FDA. Oats have lots of fiber and 
complex carbohydrates or "smart carbs" which digest slowly, providing sustained nutrition for hours. Oats 
are also high in protein and low in fat.  
• Eat soy: Soy was the second food allowed to make health claims by the FDA. Soy contains all eight of the 
essential amino acids, is high in B vitamins, calcium and omega-3 fatty acids and appears to slow bone loss 
and many forms of cancer.  
• Add ready-to-go oat and soy based energy bars to your diet: Packaged in pairs, the fruit-flavored bars 
provide more calcium than an eight ounce glass of milk, 30 percent of the body's daily protein requirements 
and 10 grams of fiber. Called ‘Heart Thrives’, they contain no cholesterol and are low in sugar. They're 
already receiving high marks from many medical facilities and doctors. Compact as a cell phone, these vegan 
meals fit easily inside a lunchbox, purse or briefcase.  
For more information, visit the Web site HeartThrives.com or call 800-830-0309.  
Sharing with others has health benefits. 
[TreasureHunters Gazette, 8/04.] 
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UPCOMING EVENTS/HUNTS 

2004 Garrett Club Program: Please register all Garrett metal detectors purchased or received 
as gifts during 2004, with Garrett. If you make them aware that you are a member of YTC, 
Garrett will credit the club with 10% of the purchase price.  Obtain an application form from 
any YTC officer. This credit may be used to procure a Freedom Ace Give-A-Way detector. This 
is an easy and effective way to support your club! 

February 27 (Sunday) - (Details to follow) - Coin Show @ the Polish National Home, 60 
Charter Oak Ave., Hartford. Free admission and parking - call 860-247-1784 for details. Doors 
open at 9 A.M. 

Y.T.C. ‘Polar Bear’ Hunt! - January 30 (weather date, Feb. 6) - details to follow. 

For me, the Christmas season has always been  special. Even though some personal sorrows in my 
life made a few of the past Holidays difficult. Yet the hope and promise of the spirit of this time of 
year seems to transcend all that...especially looking backward through a holly-tinted lens. 
Christmas is more than a few weeks on the calendar. Some say it’s a state of mind - I rather think 
it’s a state of heart. Whatever your beliefs (or not) about Christ and Santa Claus/Saint Nicholas, 
what they represent is what’s important - a spirit of giving, love, and a knowing acceptance.  
And I don’t mean just material giving. What has touched my heart the most is when another 
reaches out, in some fashion, on a personal level. And this can happen every and any day of the 
year. But somehow it has always meant more to me around these late-in-the-year holidays.  
Opening oneself in this fashion can be a risk. There’s always the possibility of rejection. But 
always know, that taking such a risk will leave an indelible impression, whatever the outcome. It 
may eventually open someone to change, but it will certainly change you. 
I wish you and your loved ones the best of Holidays. Have fun decorating a tree, or the mantle. 
Even a window! Let the world know that a spirit of light and rebirth can exist even in the coldest 
of times. Listen to some carols...and maybe even sing along. And treat yourself to something 
special - I’ve acquired the habit of getting myself at least one gift each Christmas!  
As the New Year approaches, light a candle of hope. Do it with an intention of peace. A light does 
shine in the darkness...and it is more powerful and unending than we can imagine. God bless you 
this Holiday season and always.         Dave G. 
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