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The Corrosion of Coins 
By Steve Osmialowski 

 
 
 Silver, Gold, Copper! A coinshooter on the hunt for rare coins is actually looking for small, circular pieces 
of these three metals. Whether Indian Head cents or silver quarters, these slugs of metal have numismatic value, as 
they are now rare coins from the past. However, they are still pieces of metal which have been exposed to the 
elements for decades and, when found by a detectorist, may or may not look as they did when they were lost. 
 What has happened to these coins'? Large cents are transformed into ugly greenish slugs, silver dimes into 
flaky, blackened disks, and zinc cents reduced to unidentifiable junk. On the other hand, that gold quarter eagle is 
just as shiny as the day it was minted, even though it has spent 100 years underground! To understand what has 
happened to these coins, one needs to look at the chemistry involved. Don't worry... I'll keep it simple! 
 Let's start with silver. The bulk of collectable coins that a treasure hunter seeks are silver. Actually, these 
coins are [usually] made of 90% silver and 10% copper. In most cases, silver coins will look quite good when 
recovered. In a clean, fairly dry environment, silver will retain its color and luster for decades. Under certain 
conditions, though, oxygen, acidic soil, and pollution can attack silver over time. The result is a darkening of the 
surface, the same reaction that gives our silver dinnerware a surface coating known as tarnish. 
 Tarnish is only a thin layer of silver oxide, but things can get much worse. When subjected to severe 
conditions, silver can become black and pitted. Silver coins found in the silt at the bottom of a lake [or in a 
saltwater environment] can be so heavily damaged that extensive cleaning is needed just to read the date. Overall, 
the condition of your silver finds really depends on where they were found and how long they have been there. In 
a clean, dry soil, they should look fine. If found in a polluted, wet area, they may be reduced to bullion value only. 
 On the other hand, gold is a metal that does not tarnish. It is so unreactive that it resists corrosion in all 
environments. Polluted mud, dry sand, or even strong acid will not damage gold. Gold rings and coins found by 
detectorists come out of the ground shining like new, and in fact this property is one of the reasons why gold has 
become such a prized metal. Along with its rarity, it is the perfect material for jewelry as it always retains its 
beauty. 
 Now about those pennies. Older pennies, those dated prior to 1982, are mainly comprised of copper. 
Lincoln cents are 95% copper, Indian Heads are 88%, and large cents are 100%. Copper is a soft metal that 
generally resists corrosion by water or air. But with a mix of the right amounts of water, oxygen, and carbon 
dioxide, a copper coin can develop a green form of copper carbonate on the surface. This coating will actually 
protect the metal from further corrosion except in extreme soil conditions. The statue of Liberty is a classic 
example of copper with a green "patina." 
 Have you noticed that in the same hunt you can find 60-year-old Wheat cents in great condition and a one-
year-old cent so corroded that it cannot even be spent? That new cent, commonly called a "zinc cent," has been 
practically dissolving in the ground because it is 97.7% zinc and only 2.4% copper. Zinc is a much more reactive 
metal than copper. When exposed to water and oxygen (such as being buried in damp soil), it will corrode and 
change to crumbly zinc carbonate. The copper surface on the coin is just a thin layer that offers little protection 
from the effects of the ground. The U.S. Mint made the switch from copper to zinc because of the rising cost of 
copper. Naturally, these coins were designed to hold up well in daily commerce, but not to tolerate being 
underground. 
 A new coin that we may be finding soon is the $1 piece issued in early 2000. This golden-colored coin 
replaces the Susan B. Anthony dollar and is composed of an alloy of copper, manganese, zinc, and nickel. It 
should discolor like the other modern coins when exposed to the elements. In other words, don't expect it to 
weather very well. Even so, I'm sure all detectorists are hoping that these coins become popular. Finding dollars, 
even if they aren't silver dollars, is definitely more exciting than digging those decomposing zinc pennies! 
[Thanks to Rick Browne (I think) for submitting this article, quite awhile ago.] 
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Newsletter, Dave Gregorski               860-742-5836 
                                      {DGRookie@aol.com} 

METAL DETECTORS and ACCESSORIES  

J & E ENTERPRISES of  
S. Yarmouth  

Factory Authorized Dealer for Fisher, Garrett, Minelab, Tesoro, 
& Whites. Coiltek coils, Covers, Headphones, Beach & Water 

Scoops, Books, Etc., 

Eleanor Hube, 54 Old Main St. at Forest Rd. 
South Yarmouth, MA 02664 

1-508-760-2100 
Fax 1-508-760-3738; e-mail,  jetrhub@gis.net 

(Founding member of Yankee Territory Coinshooters) 

SALES, SERVICE & RENTALS 
Accepts Discover, Mastercard and Visa 

(Will ship UPS) 

Yankee Territory Coinshooters 
Code of Ethics 

Respect the rights and property of others. 
Never destroy historical or archeological artifacts. 
Observe all laws, whether national, state, or local. 
Aid law enforcement officials whenever possible. 

Leave the land and vegetation as it was. 
FILL IN ALL HOLES. 

Remove all trash and litter, take it with you when you 
leave. 

Remember that all coinshooters may be judged by the 
example YOU set. Always conduct yourself with 

courtesy and consideration toward others. 

Security  *  Hobby  *  Industrial 

 All Models in Stock * Credit Cards Accepted 

(By Appointment) 

 
Metal Detectors and Accessories 

Eastern Detector Sales 
Ed Grella   Phone - 
(203)- 
275 Beers Road        452-7366 
Fairfield, CT  06824 Toll free -877- 
                565-5556 

Eastern Detector Sales 

I just heard from Eleanor, that 

Dotty Welcome  
passed away in November. Dotty was a 
past Y.T.C. member that some of you  

knew. Our condolences to her family and 
friends. 
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Unpaid Dues? 
If your name is highlighted on the front 
mailing label, your dues payment for 2003 
has not been recorded as this Probe goes to 
press. What does this mean for you? 
 
1. This will be your last issue of Probe. 
 
2. You won’t be eligible for the Jack 
Hube Polar Bear hunt (or any other club 
hunts). 
 
3. As a non-Y.T.C. member, you no longer 
will have voting privileges. 
 
4. You’ll miss all kinds of fun and 
informative stuff. 
 
5. People will miss you. 
 
To avoid the above, send your $20 check 
($25 if joining FMDAC) right now (made 
out to Y.T.C.) to: 

Y.T.C. 
P.O. Box 1811 

Hartford, CT  06114-1811 
 

You may also pay at any Y.T.C. function - 
see Ken Gudernatch or Vince DiBattista. 

Polar Bear Hunt Info./Rules 
The annual Jack Hube Memorial hunt will take place 
at Hammonassett’s West Beach (Madison), on 
Sunday, February 9. Ordinary sand scoops will be 
allowed, along with small shovels or other digging 
tools. Most targets should be no deeper than ~3 
inches.  
More than the usual # of prize tokens (in addition to 
coins) will be buried, since there was no fall hunt. 
Donations of prizes are still welcome - contact 
Richard MacRobbie. Get a chance at locating ‘the 
Indian’! See next column for explanation. 

Story of ‘The Indian’ 
A  Y.T.C. tradition may be somewhat of a mystery 
to newer members, and possibly confusing even to 
older members. You may have heard or read  
references to “the Indian” . Yes, it is an Indian 
cent, but a very special one, that promises treasure. 
Various members of our club (with a little 
assistance from our treasury) have filled a treasure 
chest with interesting and valuable goodies. At 
official club hunts (such as the upcoming Jack 
Hube Memorial Polar Bear Hunt), one token of the 
many found is designated as the ‘special’ one by 
the huntmaster. The lucky and/or skillful 
detectorist earns a shot at the contents of the chest. 
Only it’s still not that easy. Initially, a blind draw 
is made, in an attempt to pick the Indian from 
among 10 pennies. If the Indian ‘comes out’, the 
treasure chest contents are awarded to the lucky 
drawer (and the chest remains with the club). If 
not, the drawn wheat cent is removed, improving 
the odds for a winner at the next hunt. This 
continues until the Indian is drawn, and then the 
contest is ‘reset’. 
Of course, the pennies are disguised so one can’t 
‘feel’ for the right one. Intuition can play a role, 
and a certain female member may be available for 
hire if you should want a good ‘picker’. Right now 
there are 8 pennies (including the Indian) in the 
mix. The treasure chest is on display at every 
meeting. See page 8 for how you can win its 

Hunting in the Wrong Places? 
A wedding ring, lost 15 years ago, was recently found 
by a worker at a sewage treatment plant in Hartford.  
The ring had fallen down a bathroom sink and entered 
a septic tank. A contractor then pumped out the tank 
and delivered its contents to the plant.  
A malfunctioning pump required the worker to get 
down into the emptied 15 foot-deep tank for repair 
work. The bottom, of course, was covered with muck, 
and there were also rocks present. (Remind anyone of 
some of your secret beach haunts?) With much effort, 
the grateful owner of the ring was found. Maybe club 
waterhunters will keep this story in mind during 
future quests for gold! 
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My Year of Firsts 
By Vince DiBattista 

 
   I've been detecting for many years now. But up until this year, I really didn't put much of an effort into 
the hobby. And the results showed in my finds.This was really my first year where I went all out to do as 
much detecting as possible.While I still like to concentrate on parks and schools, I've taken things 
slower.The result was a year where I seemed to make up for lost time.While many of these firsts are 
common to the more seasoned members in our club, to me it was like being the kid in the candy store. And 
what should give all our members hope is that these all were found only about four inches down.Which just 
proves that you have to be at the right place at the right time. Or in the case of my last find, the wrong place 
at the wrong time.          

   My notable firsts for this year include my first Peace Dollar (1935-S, in a park),V-Nickel with a date 
(1885-same park), Seated Dime (1884-school), Standing Liberty Quarter (no date-beach), and one wallet 
with $16.00 inside (since returned-beach).Which brings me to my first memorable find of this year to date. 
In mid-October I was detecting a school that has been pretty good to me. I was trying out a new detector I 
had purchased, near a wooded area when I received a nickel/ring signal. Since I was still getting familiar 
with this machine, I decided to see what the target actually was. So,I dug a plug about 6" across and using 
my shovel flipped the plug over. There staring at me was not a coin or a ring but four eyes. Evidently I had 
dug my plug over a snake den / nest. Needless to say they didn't seem too happy to see me and I wasn't too 
happy to see them.They didn't move so I just gently flipped the plug back into place and called it quits for 
the day. I just recently (Nov. 3) went back to check out the signal again. No snakes this time. The original 
signal turned out to be a piece of aluminum. So those are my first finds for this year.Which goes to prove 
that there are still good finds out there. And that you  never know what you are going to find. 
 
Ed. note - except for  (thank goodness) the snakes, I was present for all these ‘firsts’. I seem especially to 
bring Vince some luck, but so far, three people I’ve hunted with have uncovered a seated coin. My phone 
number is...oh, it’s on page 3.     

Moving Targets on Cape Cod Beaches 
 
WELLFLEET, Mass. November, 99.—Six endangered sea turtles discovered on Cape Cod beaches in 
recent weeks were carrying metal tags that could provide scientists with valuable information about 
how the creatures live. 
     Tags were placed on the flippers of the Kemp’s Ridley turtles shortly after their 1997 births at 
Nuevo Ranchero, Mexico, the only known place where the turtles lay eggs. 
     Ben Higgins, s fisheries biologist from the National Marine Fisheries Service, said these six 
Kemp’s Ridley turtles may represent the only ones in the world tagged at birth, released into the wild 
and then captured alive in the wild. 
 From the Hartford Courant    [Submitted by ? - sorry, it’s been so long...] 
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Tidbits…by the ‘Mole’ 
Cleaning Your Finds 

In my never-ending quest to find a better method of cleaning coins (and junk), I have two tips to pass on to 
you. The first deals with electrolysis. I have been using regular table salt in water for my electrolysis for 
many years with good results. My only complaint was that the water turned a murky green rather quickly 
and had to be changed frequently. I found that if you substitute baking soda for the salt, the resulting 
electrolyte provides for a more rapid cleaning action plus the solution does not foul as quickly. Remember 
to change your solution prior to changing the base metal being cleaned. [Ed. note – I’ve learned that a good 
‘recipe’ is one tablespoon of baking soda to ~ 8 ounces of warm water.] 

My second cleaning tip is to add “Soft-Scrub” at the rate of one teaspoon per eight ounces of tumbling 
media. Remember to keep the media equal to approximately one quarter of tumbler capacity. The media 
and coins should occupy about one-half the volume of your tumbler to maximize cleaning action. [Ed. note 
– the amount of media and coins may vary depending on the tumbler  used…consult operating 
instructions.] Tumbling copper or clad coins for four hours have produced good results. Remember to rinse 
real good and dry immediately. 

[From the Dec., 1990 – Jan., 1991 Probe.  Just who is this ‘mole’ (he still is a Y.T.C. member)? Maybe we 
should have a ‘find the mole’ contest…no fair asking older members!] 

Only a Treasure Hunter Would… 
- drive 83 miles to a promising spot, hunt hard for 6 hours, find a semi-slick 1893 Barber quarter worth $2 & 

take his wife out for a $40 dinner to celebrate his success! 
- spend 10 minutes digging a Memorial penny from a ‘rock-hard’ yard, when most people wouldn’t bend over 

to pick it up from a parking lot [though I know of a Y.T.C. member who exited a car in a line of vehicles 
waiting for a light to change, to nab a coin he saw on the side of the road.] 

- spend days in chin-deep water scooping up hundreds of pull tabs, getting ‘dishpan’ body with wrinkles in 
places you’d never think of & (I suspect) causing some body parts to shrink, finally finding that elusive 
GOLD RING that the pawn shop says is worth $5. [O.K. waterhunters, fess up about the shrinkage!]  

- save hundreds of pounds of rusty iron, aluminum, and brass scrap in cans, boxes, and bottles, afraid to throw 
anything away that can’t be positively identified. [Sound familiar ??] 

- appreciate that tingle in the spine when a relic from a Civil War site is first taken from the soil, & know that 
the last person to touch it was an American Civil War soldier suffering and fighting for his beliefs [this 
hobby can provide direct and sometimes sobering links to the past, if you think about it.] 

- bring home from the bank all the silver coins, relics, and jewelry he’s found over the years and after 
admiring the impressive pile of valuables, realize that the greatest treasure amassed are the lifelong friends 
he/she has made from the unique people met because of this exciting, rewarding hobby [I know this is true 
for myself.  Ed.] 

[Written by Dale Carpenter, excerpts from his article in the Indian Treasure Hunters Club Treasure News,  
 July, 2002.] 
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 Y.T.C. Challenge List for 2003 

Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 
Button Nut or Bolt Musket or ‘Minie’ Ball Item with patent # 

Foreign Coin Game or Trade Token Indian Head Cent Dated Object, pre-1930  

Key Pen/Pencil (or part of) Religious Medal ‘V’ nickel Or 

Washer Bullet Lead Belt Buckle Gold Ring with Gemstones 

Wheat Cent Silver Coin Gold Jewelry Thimble  

Lead Fishing Weight Fishing Item  Buffalo Nickel Silver Eating Utensil  

30 Pull-tabs 
(cleaned for Rick B.) 

Toy gun 
(or part of) 

Item depicting an Animal,   
Bird, Reptile, or Fish  

(not an Eagle) 

Flying Eagle Or 
‘Fat’ Indian Or 
Civil War cent 

25 coins in one day Silver Jewelry Watch (or part of) Foreign coin, pre-1940 
(not a Colonial halfpenny) 

Toy Car or Truck Stainless Steel Object Barber Coin Military Button or Medal 

Battery Paper Clip/Fastener U.S. Large Cent Standing Liberty Quarter 

 
State Quarter 

 
Lipstick case 

Rectangular-shaped  
metal item 

(not a buckle) 

Coins from 4 Different 
Countries  

(not U.S. or Canada) 

Shotgun/bullet casing 
Or  

‘Junk’ ring 

Copper/brass item 
Or 

45 Coins in 1 Day 

Earring-back 
Or 

75 Coins in 1 Day 

Padlock 
Or 

95 Coins in 1 Day 

Wild Card  Wild Card  Wild Card  Wild Card  

A Wild Card item may be substituted for any other item in the same level. 
A find may be used to satisfy only one item on the list. 

        PRIZES for completing: 
          Level 1     Silver Dime 
          Level 2    Silver Quarter 
Name _________________________________     Level 3    2 Silver Quarters 
          Level 4    Silver Half Dollar 
Challenge 2003 hunting dates  include:           All Levels    Silver Dollar 
 January 1, 2003 - December 31, 2003 
Each member wishing to participate receives a copy of the Challenge List and the “Challenge Manager” (Dave 
Gregorski) keeps a duplicate copy. At each club meeting, finds will be verified by the Challenge Manager (using 
club resources if needed) and checked off  on the master list. Items need not be brought in during the month of the 
‘find’, but may not be carried over from one year to the next. Planted items from organized hunts DO NOT 
QUALIFY. Upon completion of each level, the prize for that level will be awarded at a club meeting. The 
Challenge Manager is the final judge as to whether a find qualifies, and regarding other pertinent conflicts. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS/HUNTS 
2003 Garrett Club Program: Please register all Garrett metal detectors purchased or received as 
gifts during 2003, with Garrett. If you make them aware that you are a member of YTC, Garrett will 
credit the club with 10% of the purchase price.  Obtain an application form from any YTC officer. 
This credit is used to procure the yearly Freedom Ace Give-A-Way detector. This is an easy and 
effective way to support your club! 

February 9, 2003 (Sunday) - Coin Show @ the Polish National Home, 60 Charter Oak Ave., 
Hartford. Free admission and parking - call 860-247-1784 for details. Doors open at 9 A.M.  

February 9 (Sunday) - annual Y.T.C. Jack Hube Memorial Polar Bear Hunt -  
participants must be paid-up members. Hunt will begin at 1 P.M. at  Hammonassett’s West Beach 
(Madison). Registration begins at noon. See page 4 of this Probe and below, for more information 
and rules. Many more prize tokens than usual, plus 3 raffles. Hunt fee, $12. 
March 30 (Sunday) - 30th annual Coin Show; 70 tables - Willimantic, Prospect St. School gym, 9-
4, free admission. 233 Prospect, corner of High St. - sponsored by Mansfield Numismatic Society.  

...starts at 1 P.M. with registration beginning at noon (parking lot). Come earlier and help seed the 
sand. Current members only; hunt fee is only $12.  Again, the hunt will be at Hammonassett State 
Park’s West Beach (well-marked with signs). Hunt Marshal Richard MacRobbie may postpone the 
hunt  (same time, location) in case of severe weather. If in doubt re. weather, call Mac, Dave 
Gregorski, or Vince DiBattista (666-0270). Rain/snow date is February 16. 
   Dress accordingly, long johns, boots, gloves and a hat are a must. Bring a snack and warming 
beverage. Watch your speed, State and Park police are usually set up this time of year on the access 
road. Good luck and see you there for the Indian’s chance to get out AGAIN!  

The Jack Hube Polar Bear Hunt 
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                            YTC Officers 
 
President, Bob Tulay           860-659-3629 
                
{beachmole@hotmail.com}  
         
Vice President, Richard MacRobbie  
             860-742-0706
                              
Secretary, Mark Sutcliffe                   860-647-7541  
                                      {Msutcl 1776@aol.com} 
 
Treasurer, Ken Gudernatch               860-568-3464 
 
Newsletter, Dave Gregorski               860-742-5836 
                                      {DGRookie@aol.com} 

Yankee Territory Coinshooters 
Code of Ethics 

Respect the rights and property of others. 
Never destroy historical or archeological artifacts. 
Observe all laws, whether national, state, or local. 
Aid law enforcement officials whenever possible. 

Leave the land and vegetation as it was. 
FILL IN ALL HOLES. 

Remove all trash and litter, take it with you when you 
leave. 

Remember that all coinshooters may be judged by the 
example YOU set. Always conduct yourself with 

courtesy and consideration toward others. 
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Metal Detectors and Accessories 

Eastern Detector Sales 
Ed Grella   Phone - 
(203)- 
275 Beers Road        452-7366 
Fairfield, CT  06824 Toll free -877- 
                565-5556 

Eastern Detector Sales 

METAL DETECTORS and ACCESSORIES  

J & E ENTERPRISES of  
S. Yarmouth  

Factory Authorized Dealer for Fisher, Garrett, Minelab, Tesoro, 
& Whites. Coiltek coils, Covers, Headphones, Beach & Water 

Scoops, Books, Etc., 

Eleanor Hube, 54 Old Main St. at Forest Rd. 
South Yarmouth, MA 02664 

1-508-760-2100 
Fax 1-508-760-3738; e-mail,  jetrhub@gis.net 

(Founding member of Yankee Territory Coinshooters) 

SALES, SERVICE & RENTALS 
Accepts Discover, Mastercard and Visa 

(Will ship UPS) 

Our Thoughts and Prayers  
are with the Victims  

and Families  
of the Shuttle Disaster. 

Spring 
is  

Coming! 



- 4 - 

FEBRUARY 
 Join the Y.T.C. ‘Fun Hunt’! 
It’s called such, because you’re hunting in the 
spirit of fun and friendship, at the same location 
with comrades from your club. No coins/tokens 
are planted - all finds are natural. You’ll hear 
interesting stories, and maybe learn a few things. 
All members are invited and welcome. 
The first such hunt of the year will be held on 
Sunday, March 16, at the Clinton Town Beach. 
Keep everything you find, as scratch-off tickets 
will be awarded for: oldest coin, most coins, ‘best’ 
piece of jewelry, ‘best’ relic, and one or two 
‘mystery’ categories. The decision of the judge 
(me) will be final.  
There is a lower-than-normal tide at around 3 P.M. 
There is ample wet and dry sand available, as well 
as mud for those waterhunters (the mud here can 
be quite formidable). The hunt will begin at 
1:30 and end at 3:30 P.M. Wear warm 
clothing and boots, and bring drinks and snacks for 
yourself. I guarantee there will no bugs to worry 
about. Please, as a courtesy, do not hunt at this 
location on Saturday or before the official start on 
Sunday. Contact me if you have any questions, or 
if the weather is questionable.      
Directions - off I-95, take exit 63 and proceed 
south on route 81. Take a left onto route 1 east. 
Cross over the Indian River, then shortly take a 
right onto Waterside Lane. Continue to the end and 
meet in parking lot. 
     Dave Gregorski 

2002 Y.T.C. Challenge Results 
Thanks to the 9 members who participated. It’s 
always interesting to look over other people’s finds. 
Here’s how it turned out. 

Level 1 completed (silver dime awarded): 
Rick Browne, Vince DiBattista, Mike Giannetti, John 
Govoni, Eleanor Hube, Richard MacRobbie, Phil 
Skewes, Mark Sutcliffe 

Level 2 completed (silver quarter awarded): 
Rick Browne, Vince DiBattista, Eleanor Hube, Mike 
Giannetti, Richard MacRobbie, Phil Skewes, Mark 
Sutcliffe 

Level 3 (2 silver quarters awarded): 
Rick Browne, Mike Giannetti 

New and ‘old’ members alike are invited to 
participate in this year’s Challenge. Even on a slow 
detecting day, you just might turn up an item on the 
list. And, you can win silver coins! See me if you 
wish a copy of the 2003 list (with rules at the bottom), 
or look at your January Probe. 
    Dave Gregorski 

Bring Your Finds to the March Meeting 
Once again, all would enjoy seeing some of the favorite 
items you found detecting, during 2002. You can show 
a single item or have displays. Doesn’t have to be fancy 
or valuable, just something that was memorable to you 
for any reason. (Maybe the circumstances were special, 
maybe the find has some personal meaning, as in a 
‘first’.)  
It would be extra nice if you would also say a few 
words about what you bring. And no one is ‘grading’ 
you...the interest is genuine. 

Detector for Sale 

Fisher 1280X Aquanaut, 10-1/2 inch coil, belt 
clip, standard battery pack, coil cover. 
Original owner, works perfectly, factory 
checked. $375. (List $799. Discount ads $639.) 
Bruce Morris - day # 702-3623, cell# 212-2276.  

Coin Facts 
The Half Eagle or $5 gold piece, was the first coin 
actually struck for the United States. The coin was 
authorized by an act of Congress on April 2, 1792. 
 These coins were minted from mid-1795 to 1929. 
The coins minted prior to 1807 have no value 
marked on them. The 1822 Half Eagle is 
considered the most valuable regular coin of the 
entire U.S. series. The Half Eagle is the only U.S. 
denomination struck in each of the seven mints. 
[From the June, 1987 Probe.] 
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A Stone’s Throw... 

You don't need a pick and shovel in order to look for 
gold in Australia. Nuggets worth up to £500 can still 
be picked out of the dirt at the roadside, as was 
recently the case outside Bealiba, Victoria, when 
Arthur Stewart, a shearer, accidentally stumbled upon 
a small fortune. Stewart was cycling along the dirt 
road when his chain snapped. As he was repairing it, 
he saw the nugget on the side of the road. 
He dug it out with his finger. A few inches away he 
found two other small pieces of gold, each the size of 
a three-penny piece. The nugget was about three 
inches long and an inch in diameter. It turned the 
scales at twenty-three and threefourths ounces at the 
Bealiba post office. 
While eating his lunch near the railroad line, a West 
Australian ganger caught sight of a shiny object 
projecting from the earth. He kicked it, and up came a 
gold nugget worth nearly $100. 
In another part of Western Australia, the two young 
Withnell brothers were putting up fence when a crow 
attempted to make off with their wrapped lunch 
which they had deposited under a tree. Jimmy, the 
younger of the two, grabbed a pebble and was about 
to let fly at the crow when he noticed that the stone 
was flecked with yellow. The brothers searched the 
area and soon had a pile of nuggets. They took them 
into Roebourne where the local magistrate registered 
their claim. The latter immediately sent a telegram to 
the Colonial Secretary in Perth, which read as 
follows: "Jimmy Withnell picked up a stone to throw 
at a crow." In his excitement he forgot to mention the 
gold. In due course, back came a wire from the 
Colonial Secretary. "Did he really?" it read. "What 
happened to the crow?" 
Scores of Australian city workers spend their annual 
holidays fossicking for gold. They hope to emulate 
M. S. Douglas, a farmer, and his two Sons who came 
away with £5,000 after spending a three weeks 
vacation at Menzies, some 50 miles from Perth. 
A heavy flush of rain invariably deposits a goodly 
selection of nuggets in the countless creeks which 
abound in the goldbearing areas. The Australian 
Department of Mines encourages these amateurs, and 
has even printed a hand-book for their benefit. 
Others, more adventurously inclined, seek to discover  

fabulous gold bearing reefs that from time to time 
have inflamed the imagination of this island 
continent. Recently, three men set out toward the 
heart of Queensland with an ancient parchment map 
reputedly showing the whereabouts of a hidden gold 
field. The map once belonged to a German migrant 
named Herlich, who lived a hermit's life in the Great 
Dividing Range in the 1880's. Herlich gave the map 
to one of the men's grandfather for preventing his 
execution on a murder charge. 
Search still continues in the track-less deserts of 
Central Australia for the long lost Lasseter's Reef, 
reportedly worth billions. Lasseter, a gold prospector 
of long standing, emerged towards the turn of the 
century from the desert not far from Alice Springs. 
He was almost dead from exhaustion and lack of 
water. "I have found a gold-bearing reef that is ten 
miles long. . ." he babbled. 
Nobody saw fit to believe him, even though he had 
brought out samples that showed his reef to be 
incredibly rich indeed. For years Lasseter tried to 
organize an expedition, but gold was being picked up 
by the barrelful at Kalgoorie, with little or no effort, 
and the prospect of risking ones life in the dread 
Australian desert for an elusive reef aroused no 
enthusiasm at all in his listeners. 
Then in 1930 the Australian Workers Trade Union, of 
all people, decided to finance Lasseter. The 
expedition which finally set out, was the most 
elaborately equipped in the country's history. Lasseter 
even had an airplane at his disposal. Unfortunately for 
everybody concerned, Lasseter's original compass 
reading proved to be wrong, and after weeks of 
fruitless search under the burning sun the company 
refused to probe any deeper into the trackless desert. 
"In that case, I will go alone," said Lasseter 
stubbornly. He did, and his body was found and 
buried by a relief expedition weeks later. The 
fabulous reef that he undoubtedly discovered remains 
hidden to this day. 
[Submitted by, I think,  Rick Browne.] 

Early Half Dollars 
Half dollars between 1812 and 1840 are more or less 
common in ordinary circulated condition. During this 
period, the U.S. did not issue silver dollars, making 
the half the ‘big’ silver money, and coinage was 
plentiful per the standards of the time. 
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Bold, italics indicates the 
winners - submitted by 

Bruce Morris 

Coins  

Gold / Silver 
Pre-1900  No Entry 
      
Post -1900  Vincent DiBattista          1937 Mercury Dime 
    
Other    
Pre-1900  Carl  Muller             1857 Flying Eagle Cent 
   Bruce Morris                    1855 Large Cent 
   Phil LaPointe                    1809 Half Cent 
                 Don Bogli   1844 Large Cent 
   Dave Gregorski   1721 French Half Sol 
    
Post 1900   Ken Krivanec                  Australian 50 Cent 
 Ken Gudernatch  Mexican 2000 20 Peso 
                
Token   Don DeBerardino            Medal  (No Description) 
    
Jewelry 
Gold   Don DeBerardino   (2) 14K Rings soldered - 66pt Diamond Engagement 

      Solitaire, 27 Diamonds cocktail style 
    Phil LaPointe   Diamond Ring 
              Richard MacRobbie  18K Ring 
    Ken Gudernatch  18K Band Hallmarked: 1885, Birmingham, England  
           
Silver           Rick Browne   .925 Men’s Bracelet  
   Dave Gregorski   ”Puzzle” Rings (3), .925  
   Vincent DiBattista   .925 1980 Springfield Classical HS ring  
   Ken Krivanec   Silver Earring 
   #4 ???    Silver Wave Ring 

Other   No Entry 
    
Relics 
Toy   Bruce Morris             Lead Indian Figure    
   
Military   No entry 
 
Other   Phil LaPointe   Colonial Shoe Buckle 
   Dave Gregorski   Patented Watchmaker’s Vise 
   Ken Gudernatch   Brass Whistle 
         
Consolation Award - Ken Gudernatch  Mexican 2000 20 Peso 
Note: Many entry slips were missing information that is needed to make this page complete.  Please 
review entry slips before submitting finds to the table. Be sure your name is clearly printed. Thanks - 



- 7 - 

FEBRUARY 
 

By Bruce Morris 

 
Coins 
Gold / Silver 
Pre-1900  No Entry 
 
Post -1900  Vincent DiBattista          1937 Dime  
With his Whites,  Vinnie recovered a 1937 dime to take the prize in this category. 
 
Other  
Pre-1900  Carl  Muller             1857 Flying Eagle Cent            
Found his nice Flying Eagle at 4 inches using a Garrett. 
 
Post 1900   Ken Krivanec                  Australian 50 Cent 
Ken was out by himself using his Whites when he scored this “down under” keeper. 
 
Token /Medal   Don DeBerardino            Medal  (No Description) 
Don, using his Whites, recovered his find at a depth of six inches. 
 
Jewelry 
 
Gold   Don DeBerardino   (2) 14K Rings soldered, 66pt Diamond Engage-

      ment Solitaire, 27 Diamonds, cocktail style 
Don made sweet find in salt-water. He was using a Whites and he estimates it was at a depth of 10 inches. I 

think 
he said it was his first gold ring. I spent some time admiring the stones under a doublet. WTG Don! 
 
Silver   Rick Browne   .925 Men’s Bracelet 
Rick, AKA “Mr. Minelab” was in the salt-water with a friend when made this find. 
 
Other   No Entry 
Relics 
 
Toy   Bruce Morris             Lead Indian Figure 
Hunting in total darkness at a home that is soon to be demolished, the Indian was rescued from a depth of 4 
inches. 
 
Military  No Entry 
 
Other   Phil LaPointe   Colonial Shoe Buckle 
Phil was swinging his Whites in the woods alone. He estimates the buckle was down about 6 inches. It is ornate 
and would make many a relic hunter proud. 
 
Consolation Award – Ken Gudernatch  Mexican 2000 20 Peso 
A salt-water find from a ‘southern’ public area. Ken estimates it was about four inches deep. The U.S. 
equivalent value is $2.02  
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Diamond Ring News 
 

 No matter what they say about September, 2001, bringing on an era of restraint and sacrifice, 
wedding couples are not scrimping on the engagement and wedding jewelry. Diamond engagement ring 
sales were up more than 19 percent over average in September and 17 percent more in October, according 
to a survey of U.S. retail jewelers by the industry groups Jewelers of America and the Diamond 
Information Center. 
 What's more, couples are becoming more adventuresome in their choices, with unusual modern 
designs, such as diamond bands and engagement rings with flexible settings - the rings bend and have 
movable link settings. And they're choosing traditional types that have been refreshed with new looks, 
according to the industry. 
 More of the choices echo the looks of the traditional anniversary band. "New styles of rings that 
feature diamonds in distinct bezel settings surrounding the band are growing in popularity," says Shaye 
Strager, a jewelry stylist and trends forecaster. 
 - Examples of the new flexible rings are found in Piero Milano's Mili collection, with diamonds 
set in textured, flowerlike 18K white gold settings. 
 - Gold wedding bands richly embellished with diamonds and colored stones in period-look 
designs are offered by Cathy Carmendy. One of her designs features raised fleurettes and squares studded 
with gems. 
 - A band entirely surrounded with diamonds is offered by Michael B. The matching engagement 
ring has a princess-cut center stone. 
 - The Lucida diamond ring, introduced by Tiffany & Co. just two years ago, already has become 
a classic, and this season there is a three-stone version. The distinction of the stone is that it has a high 
step-cut crown and wide pronounced corners. Light is carried through its brilliantstyle pavilion. 
 - The Royal Asscher cut is a new version of the traditional emerald shape with a greater number 
of facets (74), a higher crown setting and steeper pavilion. This is an exclusive from M. Fabrikant & 
Sons. 
 - The Rand Diamond has a distinctive symmetical faceting and comes with a "birth certificate" 
from the manufacturer. That enables the buyer to know where the diamond originated and its journey 
through the manufacturing and retail processes. 

[Thanks to Rick Browne for submitting the above info. I’m sure he was drooling while reading this, 
hoping all the wearers were swimmers.] 

Dilbert By Scott Adams 
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 Tales from the Woods 

Roosevelt Lied 
This month’s installment of Tales from the Woods has 
nothing to do with Roosevelt dimes.  F. D. Roosevelt 
once said the only thing we have to fear is fear itself.  
“Aren’t you scared?” I hear that quite often.  Usually 
I’m flippant, and try to be manly and answer by saying 
“Of course not, I love it out there.” Truth be told, I’m 
reminded of my days in the service (I saw action in 
Beirut) and what all veterans say: If you’re not afraid, 
then you’re not normal. 
     In reality, I’m not afraid of the things most people 
associate with the great outdoors. I’m more afraid of 
people than anything else. But the types of people 
who frequent the woods are usually not the types that 
want to mug you. There are two types I usually run 
into.  First are those who are walking their dogs. The 
problem is that the dog usually gets to you first. 
Recently I was homing in on a good target when a 
large dog barked about ten feet behind me.  Thankfully 
I had just “taken a leak” a few minutes before.  After a 
brief discussion with the four legged owner’s master, I 
dug a nice early 19th century button, complete with 
gilding still on the reverse.  At least I got a reward for 
my scare. 
     Secondly, are the hunters. These fellows seem to 
come out of nowhere, but are friendly and curious 
about what I’m doing. I’m convinced, however, I was in 
their crosshairs minutes earlier. During hunting 
season, I always wear one of those gaudy orange 
vests, no matter how ridiculous it makes me feel. I do 
feel guilty, for on most of my trips I see many turkey 
and deer, and I scare them off. Which is why, I believe, 
the hunters come out of hiding to say howdy.  I’ve 
ruined the type of hunting they’ve come out to do. 
     Speaking of deer, these creatures are not only a 
wonder to behold, but also one of the stupidest 
animals I know. I once came upon one sleeping on the 
ground, and damn near tripped over it.  Another time, 
while concentrating on the ground before me, I felt a 
pounding in the ground beneath my feet. I turned to 
see a buck headed straight for me; I stepped one way 
and he jumped the other, and we escaped colliding by 
about fifteen feet. 

     On a last note about animals, my detecting partner 
Karel and I were once taking a coffee and smoke 
break while leaning against a large tree. Through the 
ferns we saw a gray tail heading toward us. Directly in 
front of us, a coyote popped out of the weeds, and 
Karel called to him as you would a dog. It scared the 
coyote more than he scared us. 
     Believe it or not, my biggest fear has to do with 
trees. They seem to have it in for me. I once ducked 
under a fallen tree and came up on the other side to 
discover that the tree was forked, and the contact I 
made with the other half knocked off my hat and 
headphones, not to mention making a nice knot on my 
noggin. Falling trees are the worst. I’ve found out that 
a windy day after heavy rains is dangerous. Old dying 
trees get waterlogged, and snap under the pressure.  
I’ve had four falls near me in my lifetime. One was 
while fishing, the other three while detecting. 
     On one occasion, Karel and I were detecting 
together when a large birch broke behind us. I thought 
it was a shotgun blast, and dropped to my knees.  
When I saw it was a tree I felt silly, until I looked over 
to see Karel on his knees, too.   
     Two years ago I was setting up camp, fixing a nice 
supper of beef stew and biscuits when I heard and felt 
what I swore was a bomb going off. Two days later, 
about a half mile from camp, I found an old oak, 
freshly broken off at its base. On another outing a 
small tree broke and fell right behind me, only forty or 
fifty feet away, while I was digging another button.  I 
covered my head during the noise, like that would 
help. 
     Branches hitting my face, and sticks flipping into 
me when stepped on speak for themselves. 
     All of this has taught me to keep one eye on my 
detecting, and one on my surroundings. I also where 
my headphones with one ear on and the other off, I 
have excellent hearing and it helps me to hear what is 
going on around me. If you tackle the woods, maybe 
this will help you, too. 
     Let’s stay alert, and I’ll see you in the woods - 

                                                   Jim Groom 
[Ed. note -  I’ll bet deer know the difference between a 
gun and a metal detector. Or Jim walks as quietly as 
an Indian.]         
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UPCOMING EVENTS/HUNTS 

2003 Garrett Club Program: Please register all Garrett metal detectors purchased or received 
as gifts during 2003, with Garrett. If you make them aware that you are a member of YTC, 
Garrett will credit the club with 10% of the purchase price.  Obtain an application form from 
any YTC officer. This credit is used to procure the yearly Freedom Ace Give-A-Way detector. 
This is an easy and effective way to support your club! 

March 16 (Sunday) - Y.T.C. ‘Fun Hunt’ - see page 4 for details. 

March 30 (Sunday) - 30th annual Coin Show; 70 tables - Willimantic, Prospect St. 
School gym,    9-4, free admission. 233 Prospect, corner of High St. - sponsored by 
Mansfield Numismatic Society.  

April 25-27 - 10th annual BONE (Best O’ the Northeast) Treasure Hunters & 
Collectors Weekend;  Friday - 7 P.M. Roast Pork supper & Christmas Party - (all 
attending are requested to bring a wrapped unisex Christmas gift, min. value $10.) Great 
door prizes. Tickets $5 before April 1, then $10 until gone.  Christmas Party c/o George 
Streeter, 14 Vernon St., Keene, NH 03431. Saturday - hobby show and free 
seminars, 9-4. Best Finds contest. Gold panning. Chinese auction for St. Jude’s. Three 
mini-hunts!  Saturday Convention Banquet, $20 before April 1, then $25 until gone. 
Send for tickets @ above Streeter address. Sunday - main hunt at 11 A.M. $60 before 
April 1, then $75 until gone. Great prizes for planted and unplanted items. More info., 
george.streeter@verizon.net, 800-447-6014. 

April 27 (Sunday) - Coin Show @ the Polish National Home, 60 Charter Oak Ave., Hartford. 
Free admission and parking - call 860-247-1784 for details. Doors open at 9 A.M. 

April 26 & 27 - Buckroe Beach (Virginia) ‘Treasures in the Sand’ Hunt - Hampton Roads 
Recovery Society will sponsor its 16th annual  beach hunt. NO CLAD COINS.  Well Over 100 
Gold Coins. This should be a great weekend of fun in the sand. For more information and 
registration forms contact HRRSHUNT@Yahoo.com  

April 27 - The Springfield Detectors Club will be holding its annual Bob Perry Memorial Hunt. 
at SANDY POINT STATE PARK, Sandy Point, MD . Please contact ANY of the following after 
6:00 pm: ROGER STAPLES (703-490-4043), ANN OSTRANDER (703-670-7522), JOHN 
UNDERWOOD (703-670-2207), Email: jund@comcast.net  , web site at http://www.erols.com/
h2ocats/detect.html  
 
October 25th & 26th - Lancaster Research & Recovery Club Open Hunt will be held in 
Lancaster, Pennsylvania at the Lancaster County Central Park Environmental Center. This is our 
first TWO-DAY hunt! Registration starts at 8:00am on each day, Hunt starts at 9:30am on each 
day. There will be two main hunts, one Morning and one Afternoon on each day. (These are All 
Silver Hunts!) And an Optional Gold Hunt ($15.00 fee) with U.S. 1/10oz gold coins and New 
Silver Eagle Dollars and a Kids Hunt (up to 12 yrs old) ($5.00 fee) on each day; On Saturday 
between the two hunts there will be: a Fun Hunt (included with your entry fee) Food items will be 
made available for purchase on Saturday only. If you have any questions, feel free to contact us; 
Mike & Sue Race at 717-355-0691;  email msrace@hydrosoft.net or Jere Hambleton at 717-
393-5175. Visit our website www.lrrc.org for directions and the hunt flier.  
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NEXT MEETING: 
April 8, 2003 

FIRST CLASS 

MEMBER FEDERATION OF METAL DETECTOR & ARCHEOLOGICAL CLUBS, INC. 

April Meeting - Tony Cwikla is giving a 
presentation on the new Whites MXT detector. 

Y.T.C. hunt reminders - page 4. 

State Park fees go up - page 4. 
Those farm fields will be thawing - see pages 8-9. 

50-foot tides? See page 9. 
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 Minutes of Yankee Territory Coinshooters Meeting, February 11, 2003: 

 
 The meeting was called to order at 7:08 p.m. with 23 members and no guests present. 
 The Secretary’s Report was accepted as published. 
 The Treasurer’s Report was accepted as read with a balance of $1,183.05 with all bills paid, plus a silver inventory 

of $305.73 at purchase cost. The club ended the year 2002 with a profit of $131.39. 
Correspondence: 
 We received a “thank-you” note from the Channel 3 Kids Camp for our $50 donation. 
 FMDAC news was published in the January Secretary’s Report. 
 Hartford Polish National Home Coin Show April 27th. 

Old Business:  
 For the first time in history, the Jack P. Hube Memorial Polar Bear Hunt was postponed due to snow. 

Hammonassett was closed, and all other beaches were snow-covered and frozen. It is rescheduled for March 30. 
 Members were reminded that name tags, badges, or membership cards must be worn from the start of each meeting 

to be eligible for the Attendance Drawing. Plastic membership card holders and self-adhesive nametags are 
available at the front table, and YTC membership badges are available from Quartermaster Richard MacRobbie for 
a small charge. We want to promote friendship and name recognition. 

New Business: 
 After a one-hour debate at their last meeting, the Executive Committee completely redesigned the YTC business 

cards. A motion was made and passed unanimously, to purchase 1000 cards to be given out to members to use in 
promoting the club. 
 A member reported that the Pratt & Whitney Surplus Store on Silver Lane in East Hartford has nice Labtec mono/

stereo headphones for sale to the public for $7 each. [Thanks to John Hubley for the original ‘heads-up’.] 
 Bob Tulay demonstrated chemical hand and foot-warmers. They are the size of a teabag and make heat through a 

chemical reaction. They can be tucked into your gloves, socks, boots, or wherever you need added warmth. He has 
used them to keep his feet warm for 3 hours while wearing waders in 32° water. Be careful, though: hand warmers 
can heat up to 140° F. and foot warmers to 90° F so don’t put them somewhere that you don’t want that much heat! 
They generally last for at least 6 hours after activation. Since they are powered by an oxidation reaction, you can 
quickly stop the reaction and save them for later use by placing them in a small, tightly-sealed jar. Farr’s Sporting 
Goods in Manchester has socks with built-in pockets under the toes for holding foot warmers. Wal-Mart has six-
packs of warmers for $1.95. Therma-Care makes a selection of self-heating self-adhesive products such as back 
warmers.  
 The next Club Outing will be held at Clinton Town Beach from 1:30-3:30 on March 16th. Details in the Probe. 
 The open hunt at B.O.N.E. 10 this year will be on the site of a famous colonial militia muster field where many old 

coins and relics have been found. YTC members found a one real and a half real there last year. 
 Elections will be held in March. Chuck Anderson is running for President, Bruce Morris and Richard MacRobbie 

are vying for the position of Vice President. Mark Sutcliffe is running for Secretary again, and Vincent DiBattista is 
running for Treasurer. We still need Find-of-the-Month and Refreshments chairpeople. 
 Next month’s meeting will feature displays of members’ favorite finds of 2002. 
 Richard MacRobbie received two thank-you notes and a beach towel for returning a class ring. Bob Tulay has never 

received a thank-you note for many returned rings. 
 Jane Browne won the 50/50 Raffle. 
 Bruce Morris won the 1924 Peace Dollar Raffle. 
 Andy Weise made a presentation on GPS (Global Positioning System) receivers. Not only can they be used to 

navigate to and from a detecting spot, they can also be used to accurately document the locations of sites and 
individual targets. He and Don Bogli both have the Magellan “SporTrak Pro” which they report is accurate to 
within 3 meters. Several years ago the Department of Defense abandoned their use of technology that caused 
civilian GPS units to have a built-in error of up to 100 meters. New units with “WAAS” technology are accurate to 
within 2-3 meters, allowing you to pinpoint target locations in the field and return to the exact spot to continue 
hunting at a later date. GPS units are available for as little as $100 by mailorder. 
 Ken Krivanec missed the Attendance Drawing for one silver quarter, Andy Weise won a silver dime. 
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                            YTC Officers 
 
President, Bob Tulay           860-659-3629 
                
{beachmole@hotmail.com}  
         
Vice President, Richard MacRobbie  
             860-742-0706
                              
Secretary, Mark Sutcliffe                   860-647-7541  
                                      {Msutcl 1776@aol.com} 
 
Treasurer, Ken Gudernatch               860-568-3464 
 
Newsletter, Dave Gregorski               860-742-5836 
                                      {DGRookie@aol.com} 

Yankee Territory Coinshooters 
Code of Ethics 

Respect the rights and property of others. 
Never destroy historical or archeological artifacts. 
Observe all laws, whether national, state, or local. 
Aid law enforcement officials whenever possible. 

Leave the land and vegetation as it was. 
FILL IN ALL HOLES. 

Remove all trash and litter, take it with you when you 
leave. 

Remember that all coinshooters may be judged by the 
example YOU set. Always conduct yourself with 

courtesy and consideration toward others. 

Security  *  Hobby  *  Industrial 

 All Models in Stock * Credit Cards Accepted 

(By Appointment) 

 
Metal Detectors and Accessories 

Eastern Detector Sales 
Ed Grella   Phone - 
(203)- 
275 Beers Road        452-7366 
Fairfield, CT  06824 Toll free -877- 
                565-5556 

Eastern Detector Sales 

METAL DETECTORS and ACCESSORIES  

J & E ENTERPRISES of  
S. Yarmouth  

Factory Authorized Dealer for Fisher, Garrett, Minelab, Tesoro, 
& Whites. Coiltek coils, Covers, Headphones, Beach & Water 

Scoops, Books, Etc., 

Eleanor Hube, 54 Old Main St. at Forest Rd. 
South Yarmouth, MA 02664 

1-508-760-2100 
Fax 1-508-760-3738; e-mail,  jetrhub@gis.net 

(Founding member of Yankee Territory Coinshooters) 

SALES, SERVICE & RENTALS 
Accepts Discover, Mastercard and Visa 

(Will ship UPS) 

We Wish a Speedy Recovery to 

Jack Smart, Following His Surgery. 

Congatulations to Jim Groom on  

Making the President’s List at  

Manchester C.C. 
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Detector for Sale 

Fisher 1280X Aquanaut, 10-1/2 inch coil, belt 
clip, standard battery pack, coil cover. 
Original owner, works perfectly, factory 
checked. $375. (List $799. Discount ads $639.) 
Bruce Morris - day # 702-3623, cell# 212-

New ‘Attendance Drawing’ Policy 
Your Board of Directors has considered ways of 
getting more people involved and included at our 
monthly meetings. So as of the last meeting, 
meeting attendees must be wearing a form of 
ID to qualify for winning the silver coin(s) in the 
attendance drawing. [And we hope that this 
‘bribe’ wasn’t really necessary.]     (-: 
Wear your official Y.T.C. badge, or your 
membership card in a plastic holder, or a ‘stick-
on’ label (available at the meetings) with at least 
your first name written on it. Our intent is to 
make it easier for people at the meetings to 
mingle, and include each other in the group 
conversations and camaraderie.  

State Quarter Release Dates, 2003 
These dates are somewhat tentative – the Federal   
Reserve gets new quarters released from the Mint, 
roughly every 10 weeks throughout the year. 

January – Illinois  August -Missouri 
March – Alabama  October - Arkansas 
May - Maine 

Another First - A call to return a necklace 
by Rick Browne 

 
The end of the summer [of 2002] had come with the 
celebration of Labor Day. The Life Guards had 
returned to school and the beaches were empty. With 
permission form a landowner and equipment in hand, 
Rich Janak and I were ready for the half mile hike to 
the swimming hole. Last year it had produced silver 
and gold. This year we hoped for a repeat.  

I don't know if we were late, others cleaning up 
before we arrived, or it was a slow year. What ever 
the case, the beach was fairly clean, nothing like the 
year before. After an hour of disappointment we 
decided to leave. I was taking the final swings on my 
way out of the water, over an area the Rich had 
covered. But, as we all know, "no one gets it all".  

A signal near blew my earphones off. . . the first 
scoop and what a chain was in my sight. I had found a 
necklace with a charm. Look like silver to me. I was 
happy, to say the least, after the hour of a few 
pennies. 

Closer inspection proved the chain was a MedicAlert 
item. It had a registration number and a "call collect" 
phone number on the back. I called and had to talk 
fast between the operator and the person that 
answered the phone. When I was asked by the 
operator if this was an emergency, I had to speak fast 
to tell the answering party that I had found an emblem 
and wanted to return it. With that, the person said she 
would accept the charges.  
 
Because of the privacy act, MedicAlert can not give 
out information. But, what they did was to send a nice 
Thank You note, a postage paid return envelope and a 

Y.T.C. Polar Bear Hunt... 
...has been re-scheduled for Sunday, March 
30. See the January Probe for all pertinent 

Fee Increases at State Parks/Beaches 
Instead of parking for free after 4 P.M., visitors who 
park between 4 and 6:30 P.M. will have to pay a 
$3 fee on weekdays and $4 on weekends and 
holidays in 2003. The new daily per-car parking fee 
(before 4 P.M.) will be $6 weekdays and and $7 on 
weekends/holidays, for CT residents. A few parks and 
forests do not charge for parking, or charge only on 
weekends. 
This may affect your detecting plans this year. You 
can still buy a one-year pass from DEP, or if 65 or 
over, can acquire a free lifetime pass. Better yet, find 
a ‘swingin’ senior’ to detect with - his pass should get 
your vehicle through for free. 

Remember - March 16 is the ‘fun hunt’ - see 
Feb. Probe. 
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Love Tokens 
By Dave Gregorski 

Have you ever found an older (probably silver) coin that had a normal obverse (front), but when 
you turned it over, saw engraved initials and perhaps a little artwork? Chances are you got yourself 
a love token. These items were used to express affection and more, beginning in the 19th century in 
North America, and ending around 1909 in the U.S. They were often taken into the field as a 
remembrance, by soldiers going off to war. Sometimes they were holed, to allow hanging on a 
chain.  
All denominations were used, but dimes seemed to be the most popular. The coin’s reverse was 
ground down, and the initials of the loved one were added. It was usual to have 3 initials, with the 
custom being the middle initial representing the loved one’s last name.  
The value of love tokens usually varies with the denomination, several dollars being the common 
price for an engraved dime. Artwork increases the value, as does the use of unusual denominations 
(such as a 3-cent piece). Such defacement of U.S. coins was outlawed in 1909, by our Treasury. 
Remember, should you detect up such an item, that it represented a special bond between two 
people, and was usually cherished. 
{Information taken from various sources, including Western and Eastern Treasures, Sept., 2001 

Restoration Yields Coins 
A cache of coins with undetermined numismatic value has been found in a trapper’s cabin being 
restored in Jonathan Dickinson State Park in Hobe Sound, Florida. Treasure seekers were right about 
money being hidden in Trapper Nelson’s cabin, but it was not in the places they had looked. 
It took two park rangers to discover 5,005 coins, some dating back to the 1890’s, in a crack behind the 
fireplace in the cabin. The coins were not recognized at first because they were so blackened. Rangers 
had been restoring the fireplace when they discovered the cache. 

The coins, which range from cents to silver dollars and include Canadian and Mexican money, have a 
face value of $1,828.46. The numismatic value is higher but not known yet. The discovery was not 
revealed until the home was searched to make sure nothing else was hidden there. 

[From the Jan., 1985 Probe.] 

Looking for Meteorites? 
Meteorites are ‘hot rocks’ from space, a ferrous magnetic (iron) target. Almost all meteorites, even ‘stonies’, 
contain some iron and nickel. It is the iron and nickel content, and possibly any magnetite (Fe2O3) fusion crust, 
to which a neutrally ground-balanced detector, while in all-metal non-autotune mode, reacts.  
Carefully give any hot rocks a careful visual check before tossing them into the brush. Save those that look 
interesting for later identification. You can also use an inexpensive compass for ‘N’ pole needle deflection, to 
check the magnetic properties which occur in almost all meteorites.  
[Information obtained from the April, 2002 issue of the International California Mining Journal.] 
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Bold, italics indicates the 
winners - submitted by Bruce 

Morris, March, 2003 

Coins  
 
Gold / Silver 
Pre-1900  No Entry 
      
Post-1900  No Entry 
    
Other    
Pre-1900  Rick Browne   1896 V Nickel 
    
Post-1900   Dave Gregorski   1905 V Nickel 
 Ken Gudernatch            1907 V Nickel   
 
Token   No Entry 
    
 
Jewelry 

Gold   Ken Gudernatch  14K Bracelet    
 
Silver           Rick Browne   Silver Light House Charm 
   Vince Di Battista              Sterling Dolphin Ring 
   Bob Tulay   Sterling Scalloped Ring 
 
Other   Dave Gregorski   Pocket Rosary 
    
Relics 

Toy   Ken Gudernatch  Base of Lead Soldier    
   
Military   No entry 
 
Other   Dave Gregorski   Washington ‘Dee Cee’ Jeans Button 

         
Consolation Award  Bob Tulay   Sterling Scalloped Ring 

Note:  Finds entered at the February meeting were the fewest I can recall ever seeing.  The harsh weather 
starting in late November and continuing through the Winter has made detecting difficult.    

Help Wanted 
Mark Sutcliffe is looking for someone in the club who might be willing to sell some items on e-Bay for him for a 
percentage. Please e-mail him.      Msutcl 1776@aol.com 
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By Bruce Morris 

 
Coins     
Gold / Silver 

Pre-1900  No Entry 
 
Post-1899  No Entry 
 
Other 

Pre-1900  Rick Browne   1896 V Nickel  
Recovered in the salt-water using an Excaliber. 
 
Post-1899    Dave Gregorski  1905 V Nickel 
Recovered in the wet sand of a salt beach, with a Minelab.    
 
Token /Medal  No Entry 
 
Jewelry 
 
Gold   Ken Gudernatch  14K Bracelet 
Ken found this on a public salt-water beach with his Whites PI. 
 
Silver   Rick Browne   Silver Light House Charm  
Another keeper from the salt-water with his Excaliber. 
 
Other   Dave Gregorski  Pocket Rosary  
After this beach find with his Minelab, I heard he started to pray for gold!  
 
Relics 
 
Toy   Ken Gudernatch  Base of Lead Soldier 
There was not much left of it, the boots and the base.    Kinda looked like our  opposition in Desert Storm.  
 
Military  No Entry 
 
 
 
Other   Dave Gregorski  ‘Dee Cee’ Jeans Button 
Although this button had the word Washington on it, this was not one of the  Washington inaugural varieties.  
 
 
Consolation Award  BobTulay     Scalloped Silver Ring  
Bob was water hunting with Rick in a public salt-water area. His Fisher 1280X located it  this target at about 10” 
down. 
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Searching Plowed Fields 

By Amy Maruso 
 
Chances are, no matter where you live, there is a farm field within close proximity of your home. Perhaps you 
pass it day after day, turning a blind eye to this level expanse, while focusing on more appealing sites such as 
old homes, parks, or schoolyards. From the surface up, plowed fields may seem unexciting, but below those 
rows of vegetables, soybeans, cotton, or whatever can lie a potential gold mine of good finds! Some of the best 
sites I've hunted have been cornfields, and with each successive outing came knowledge of new techniques to 
maximize results while minimizing time spent searching. 
 
Not just any plowed field will yield good finds, of course - although most will yield some finds by virtue of the 
farming activity that has taken place over time. What can't be seen, and what isn't known unless thorough 
research is performed, is the old cabin that was once beneath the lone copse of trees still standing at the 
northern end of the field... or the picnickers of days gone by, frolicking next to the irrigation stream or the soldiers 
casting lead bullets over an open campfire after a day in the field. Areas that have reverted back to farmland 
after the occupants have moved on offer little visual clues, but for the astute detectorist who has done his 
homework, locating such a site can often lead to surprising rewards. 
 
One of the greatest advantages of searching farmfields is the ease of obtaining permission. As long as you don't 
leave holes, most farmers will readily grant access between plantings. In speaking to the landowner, make sure 
to ask if he's ever plowed up bricks, foundation stones, pottery, or other indications of prior occupation. One 
landowner I spoke to shared his knowledge of an old cabin that had once stood in the woods at the edge of the 
cornfield. Now nothing more than a barely visible indentation reclaimed by vegetation, this small area 
surrendered 23 large cents, over 35 buttons, an ornate gold wax seal, and numerous Colonial artifacts. After 
another farmer recalled clearing foundation stones from a section of cornfield, careful searching uncovered four I 
reales, two 1/2 reales, an 1851 siIver 3-cent piece, 14 large cents, musketballs, buttons, and an interesting 
assortment of relics. 
 
One disadvantage to hunting plowed fields is the poor condition of many of the coins and artifacts found. If an 
item hasn't been hit by the plow or eaten by fertilizer, it was probably tumbled flat between the rocks. That won't 
always be the case, as I've occasionally pulled up pristine Colonial coins that somehow miraculously escaped 
falling prey to the factors above. 
 
Detecting in a farm field requires a slightly different technique than searching a lawn, park, or schoolyard. In a 
field of any size, overlapping your swings is a practically ridiculous notion, at least until a hotspot is located. You 
may have to walk quite a distance before there is an interruption of "dead air" in your headphones. So, if you 
want to do this type of hunting, you must acquire patience, the meaning of which will really be driven home once 
you've swung a detector for an hour without a single signal. And although you may return home with only half a 
dozen keepers at the end of the day, you'll probably be more satisfied than if you found an apron full of clads.  
 
Unlike targets in undisturbed ground, which are usually surrounded by a signal-enhancing halo, farm field finds 
have had little time to leach into the soil, and depth will be somewhat compromised. Further detriment to depth is 
the lack of compact soil. If the field has been freshly turned, the soil will be loose and spongy - not a good 
medium for finding deep targets. The great equalizer to lack of depth, though, is the plow itself. When the earth 
is turned, previously out-of-range targets are brought up, and most of your finds will be plucked from shallow 
depths or even right off the surface. 
 
One of the most important advantages when working in a plowed field is to understand how your detector 
responds to iron. If you've searched parks and schoolyards, you know what a nuisance trash can be, but high-
conductivity junk such as pulltabs won't be a problem so much as iron in a plowed field. Tractor parts, plow 
points, horseshoes, nails, and a plethora of other iron objects lie in wait to discourage anyone unfamiliar with his 
detector's reactions to this annoying metal littering all plowed fields. For the most part, a rusted piece of metal 
will have a broken or scratchy sound to it, but a larger, more solid piece will give a good signal. 

{continued on page 9} 
Searching Plowed Fields, continued 
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 Remember: in fields where there may have been military 

activity, there is always the possibility of finding 
cannonballs or mortar shell fragments, so some of the 
solid sounds will have to be dug. In relic hunting, there is 
a phrase that goes, "Rust is a must," and just like 
tolerating trash in a park in order to find gold rings, it is 
necessary to dig some iron in order to find that special 
keeper. 
There will be instances when the farmer will have no 
recollection of any prior activity on his land, but your 
research tells you differently. Where would you begin to 
search for clues to the past? In most facets of relic 
hunting, there are simple rules of thumb that can make 
your hunt more productive. First, if it's a Colonial site, 
think like a Colonial. Since there was no such 
convenience as plumbing back in early times, the nearest 
water source was usually a hub of activiry. If you're 
hunting near a river, check along the banks, as that is 
where trash was often deposited. Next, look for any rises 
in the land that would have afforded good views and a 
drier elevation. Another good place to check is any stand 
of trees where there may be old foundation stones too 
cumbersome for the farmer to clear. The trees may also 
have been left standing to offer shady shelter on 
sweltering days. 
Finally, a few words on gear. Stepping between high 
rows and low furrows is no picnic when you're wearing a 
pair of sneakers. Your feet will take less of a beating if 
you wear a pair of boots that offer good ankle support. 
Also, if the field is muddy, any footwear that doesn't lace 
up tightly at least over the ankle will be swallowed up and 
pulled off in short order. Ask me. I've lost three pairs to 
mud. Since you will probably take 5 lbs. of it per boot 
home with you, it's also a good idea to spread some 
newspaper on the floor of your car before leaving. And 
leave your dainty digging tools at home.  A good-sized 
relic shovel is what you'll need to make quick, neat 
recoveries, and to pry up rocks. It might not be advisable 
or allowable elsewhere, but it's essential here. Since you 
don't have to cut plugs, holes can be filled in with little 
trouble. Make sure you have a strong apron, too, 
because you'll be hauling away your weight in iron the 
first time out. 
If you haven't been repulsed by now, you just might have 
farm field relic hunting running through your veins. 
Personally, I have not hunted sites more peaceful or 
rewarding than these wide-open expanses of soil. We all 
have our own detecting preferences. Give me a plowed 
field, the warm sun, and a handful of relics any day. 
{Ed. Note - ah, where to find such a woman! Maybe she 
also likes to fish! More seriously, there is nothing like 
hunting a farmfield when it’s raining - the mud builds on 
itself to alarming degrees. After a few hours, I even gave 
it a name and began talking to it. Getting one ‘keeper’ an 
hour is considered good, and that item may ‘only’ be a 
button. Like Amy says, this is not for everybody.} 

Be Sure to Wear Your Floatation Device 
The Bay of Fundy in Nova Scotia is well known for 
its remarkable tides. For instance, the Avon River is 
broad, deep, and powerful at high water. But when 
the tide goes out, six hours later, the Avon is reduced 
to a brook-like trickle, far down in a steep-sided 
ravine. Large steamships rest on the red mud, against 
timber support structures.  
Several rivers in the area also experience a tidal bore 
twice a day…where the incoming tide travels swiftly 
and noisily and with a high wave-front, up the river 
bed. During periods of new and full moons, the tidal 
rise and fall can be as much as 53 feet. Severe storms 
at that time can drive the tides even higher. Pity the 
poor waterhunter, who is unprepared or doesn’t keep 
a sharp eye out. 
[I got most of this information from a Nova Scotia 
vacationers’ booklet…no date, but there was a picture 
of a late 60’s Chevy in it. You should see the size of 
the brook trout. No mention was made of detecting as 
a possible reason for a visit, as perhaps the hobby 
hadn’t been invented yet. There was mention of well 
over 100 swimming beaches.  Ed.] 

1935 Connecticut Half Dollar 
This Tercentenary coin features the Charter Oak (on 
the obverse). The tree was a symbol of the pride and 
independence of the citizens in their struggle for 
freedom from English rule. The reverse of the coin 
depicts a three-quarters view of an eagle perched on a 
rocky mound. Approximately 25,000 were struck. 
Most such commemorative coins were sold at a 
premium to collectors. A few with larger mintage 
were released into circulation. 
[Information gathered from Coin World, 7/29/2002, 
and Yeoman’s Blue Book.] 

The Changing Face of Lincoln 
The portrait of Lincoln on the early ‘wheat’ pennies is 
distinctly different from modern-day versions. Little 
change is apparent during the first 60 years. But 
beginning in the early 1970’s, alterations became the 
norm. Changes in Lincoln’s hair, beard and nose are 
among the most obvious. [Victor D.] Brenner’s 
portrait was commissioned to appear on the 1909 
Lincoln cent to honor the centennial of Lincoln’s 
birth.  
[Excerpted from Coin World, March 3, 2003.] 
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UPCOMING EVENTS/HUNTS 

2003 Garrett Club Program: Please register all Garrett metal detectors purchased or received as gifts 
during 2003, with Garrett. If you make them aware that you are a member of YTC, Garrett will credit 
the club with 10% of the purchase price.  Obtain an application form from any YTC officer. This 
credit is used to procure the yearly Freedom Ace Give-A-Way detector. This is an easy and effective 
way to support your club! 

March 16 (Sunday) - Y.T.C. ‘Fun Hunt’ - see page 4 of Feb. Probe for details. 

March  30 (Sunday) - Y.T.C. Polar Bear Hunt, rain or shine! See January 
Probe for details. 
March 30 (Sunday) - 30th annual Coin Show; 70 tables - Willimantic, Prospect St. School 
gym,   9-4, free admission. 233 Prospect, corner of High St. - sponsored by Mansfield 
Numismatic Society.  

April 25-27 - 10th annual BONE (Best O’ the Northeast) Treasure Hunters & Collectors 
Weekend;  Friday - 7 P.M. Roast Pork supper & Christmas Party - (all attending are 
requested to bring a wrapped unisex Christmas gift, min. value $10.) Great door prizes. 
Tickets $5 before April 1, then $10 until gone.  Christmas Party c/o George Streeter, 14 
Vernon St., Keene, NH 03431. Saturday - hobby show and free seminars, 9-4. Best Finds 
contest. Gold panning. Chinese auction for St. Jude’s. Three mini-hunts!  Saturday 
Convention Banquet, $20 before April 1, then $25 until gone. Send for tickets @ above 
Streeter address. Sunday - main hunt at 11 A.M. $60 before April 1, then $75 until gone. 
Great prizes for planted and unplanted items. More info., george.streeter@verizon.net, 800-
447-6014. 

April 27 (Sunday) - Coin Show @ the Polish National Home, 60 Charter Oak Ave., Hartford. Free 
admission and parking - call 860-247-1784 for details. Doors open at 9 A.M. 

April 26 & 27 - Buckroe Beach (Virginia) ‘Treasures in the Sand’ Hunt - Hampton Roads Recovery 
Society will sponsor its 16th annual  beach hunt. NO CLAD COINS.  Well Over 100 Gold Coins. This 
should be a great weekend of fun in the sand. For more information and registration forms contact 
HRRSHUNT@Yahoo.com  

April 27 - The Springfield Detectors Club will be holding its annual Bob Perry Memorial Hunt. 
at SANDY POINT STATE PARK, Sandy Point, MD . Please contact ANY of the following after 6:00 
pm: ROGER STAPLES (703-490-4043), ANN OSTRANDER (703-670-7522), JOHN UNDERWOOD 
(703-670-2207), Email: jund@comcast.net  , web site at http://www.erols.com/h2ocats/detect.html  

October 25th & 26th - Lancaster Research & Recovery Club Open Hunt will be held in Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania at the Lancaster County Central Park Environmental Center. This is our first TWO-DAY 
hunt! Registration starts at 8:00am on each day, Hunt starts at 9:30am on each day. There will be two 
main hunts, one Morning and one Afternoon on each day. (These are All Silver Hunts!) And an 
Optional Gold Hunt ($15.00 fee) with U.S. 1/10oz gold coins and New Silver Eagle Dollars and a Kids 
Hunt (up to 12 yrs old) ($5.00 fee) on each day; On Saturday between the two hunts there will be: a 
Fun Hunt (included with your entry fee) Food items will be made available for purchase on Saturday 
only. If you have any questions, feel free to contact us; Mike & Sue Race at 717-355-0691;  email 
msrace@hydrosoft.net or Jere Hambleton at 717-393-5175. Visit our website www.lrrc.org for 
directions and the hunt flier.  
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NEXT MEETING: 
May 13, 2003 

FIRST CLASS 

MEMBER FEDERATION OF METAL DETECTOR & ARCHEOLOGICAL CLUBS, INC. 

See page 4 for hunt and club news. 
Watch out for those deer ticks! See page 5. 

Sadly, the ‘string’ is over. See account on page 8. 
More ‘tales from the woods’ - and an invitation - on page 9! 
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NEXT MEETING: 
June 10, 2003 

Help support the Channel 3 Kids Camp - see page 10. 
‘Polar Bear Hunt’ report...page 4. 

Is that gold ring really gold? See page 5 for assistance. 
Ever wonder how coins are made? Go to page 8. 

Page 9 presents a different view of how we recycle. 

FIRST CLASS 

MEMBER FEDERATION OF METAL DETECTOR & ARCHEOLOGICAL CLUBS, INC. 
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                            YTC Officers 
 
President, Chuck Anderson        944-9558   
         {ChuckAnderson944@globalnet.net}  
         
Vice President, Bruce Morris         212-2276 
                {brm1956@netzero.net}
                              
Secretary, Mark Sutcliffe                  860-647-7541  
                                      {Msutcl 1776@aol.com} 
 
Treasurer, Vince DiBattista              860-666-0270 
     {VDibattist@aol.com} 
 
Newsletter, Dave Gregorski               860-742-5836 
                                      {DGRookie@aol.com} 

Yankee Territory Coinshooters 
Code of Ethics 

Respect the rights and property of others. 
Never destroy historical or archeological artifacts. 
Observe all laws, whether national, state, or local. 
Aid law enforcement officials whenever possible. 

Leave the land and vegetation as it was. 
FILL IN ALL HOLES. 

Remove all trash and litter, take it with you when you 
leave. 

Remember that all coinshooters may be judged by the 
example YOU set. Always conduct yourself with 

courtesy and consideration toward others. 

Security  *  Hobby  *  Industrial 

 All Models in Stock * Credit Cards Accepted 

(By Appointment) 

 
Metal Detectors and Accessories 

Eastern Detector Sales 
Ed Grella   Phone - 
(203)- 
275 Beers Road        452-7366 
Fairfield, CT  06824 Toll free -877- 
                565-5556 

Eastern Detector Sales 

METAL DETECTORS and ACCESSORIES  

J & E ENTERPRISES of  
S. Yarmouth  

Factory Authorized Dealer for Fisher, Garrett, Minelab, Tesoro, 
& Whites. Coiltek coils, Covers, Headphones, Beach & Water 

Scoops, Books, Etc., 

Eleanor Hube, 54 Old Main St. at Forest Rd. 
South Yarmouth, MA 02664 

1-508-760-2100 
Fax 1-508-760-3738; e-mail,  jetrhub@gis.net 

(Founding member of Yankee Territory Coinshooters) 

SALES, SERVICE & RENTALS 
Accepts Discover, Mastercard and Visa 

(Will ship UPS) 

Y.T.C. Charity 
   Please help us support the Channel 3 Kids 
Camp. Children who have had a difficult early 
life get to spend a bit of time in this healthy 
environment. In 2002, over 700 kids got to enjoy 
many outdoor activities, most for the first time in 
their lives. See page 10 for their ‘wish list’ - 
items to bring to the June 10 meeting. 
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 Finally... 
...on the fourth try, the Jack Hube Memorial Polar 
Bear Hunt actually happened. The day was sunny 
with a brisk wind, and temps climbed into the low to 
mid 40’s. Spirits were high, awaiting the more than 
2400 targets to be buried in the drifting sand.  
The haul included 12 caches, over $250 face value in 
coins (including some silver), and over 200 prize 
tokens. Twenty eight paid entries attacked the beach 
in usual fashion, and all but a nickel were retrieved by 
the end of the hour or so of hunting. The hunt made a 
profit, which was turned over to the club’s treasurer. 
There was coffee and doughnuts, and later some pizza 
to munch on as the prize tokens were redeemed [note 
- two tokens were found but not turned in.] Three 
silver dollars were raffled off during the proceedings. 
Then came the dramatic finish - who would have a 
chance at retrieving ‘the Indian’, and therefore the 
contents of the treasure chest? 
The oversized ‘pull tab’ (with Y.T.C. printed on it) 
was this year’s  coveted target, and it was found by 
Rick Janak. Without pause, he confidently reached in 
for the blind draw...and pulled out the Indian (from 
among eight pennies)! Of course, he’d done the same 
the last opportunity he’d had, at a previous hunt. 
Congratulations, Rich - now the chest will be 
restocked for the next formal hunt. Donations are 
welcome. 
It was nice that some people brought their children to 
this event, and it was good to see Eleanor again. 
Many thanks to all those who donated  finds, prizes, 
and their time to this Polar Bear. Thanks much to 
Richard MacRobbie for once again making this hunt a 
great success. 

[Ed. note - Rick Browne, who wrote the following, was 
the Probe editor for many years.] 

Here I am, typing for the monthly Probe again. 
However, in a different position, the Find of the 
Month Chairman. I trust I will keep up the 
outstanding reporting as my predecessors have 
done. It takes quite an effort to put together a 
monthly newsletter, a task that not many would 
undertake. We as a club are fortune enough to 
have and have had several outstanding editors. I 
can remember putting together my first newsletter; 
it was CUT and PASTE. I really did use scissors 

and glue, just as my predecessor, Thom Turner 
taught me.  
Enough of the nostalgia and on with the Find of 
the Month. I plan to use a tape recorder to 
capture more of the specifics of each find. I will 
not reveal a find’s origin or any information you 
wish me to withhold - just let me know the night 
of the entry. I also hope to include a picture or 
two if the quality of my “spy camera” does a find 
justice. It did not perform well enough this 
month, sorry. 
I noticed during my first night as FOM 
Chairman, that there is some confusion in both 
entering a find and in voting for each category. I 
will do some explaining at each meeting. If you 
have any question, please ask. The only foolish 
question is the one not asked. 
What I can not understand is why so many 
members did NOT vote. If you were one of 
those, please vote at future meetings. If you have 
questions on how to cast a vote, ask me. I will 
also discuss voting at an upcoming meeting. The 
easiest way to select an item to vote for is to pick 
the one item in a given category would you enjoy 
finding the most. Another way is by value, that is 
a harder way, especially if you are not involved 
with a certain type of collectable. 
I was very happy to see 36 entries with at least 
one in each of the 11 categories. Let’s try to 
repeat this count, or do better at each succeeding 
meeting. I hope that we will have at least one 
entry in each category every meeting night. It is 
more work for me, but I can handle it! Make me 
work for you. On to the winners: (see page 7). 
 

Mercury Head Dimes 
Although this type dime is known as the ‘Mercury’ 
dime, the head is in fact a representation of Liberty 
with wings crowning her cap, symbolizing liberty of 
thought. A. A. Weinman designed the dime. His 
monogram appears above and to the right of the date. 
Letters S (San Francisco) and D (Denver) are mint 
marks – no letter, the Philadelphia mint. The mint 
mark follows the word ‘one’ on the reverse side of the 
coin.  [From the Whitman Publishing Company.] 
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 Specific Gravity Table 
[Note - this was submitted by Rick Browne, and is useful in determining the composition of jewelry 
finds. Occasionally, gold/silver is not marked, or the marking has been worn off. Less commonly, the 
marked ‘karatage’ is not accurate, e.g., the ‘gold’ may be phony.] 

METAL   S.G.    METAL     S.G. 
     
Gold     - 24K   19.32    Silver – pure     10.50 
             - 22K   17.7 to 17.8   Sterling - 925     10.2 to 10.3 
Yellow  -18K    15.2 to 15.9   Platinum     21.45 
White    -18K   14.7 to 16.9   Platinum – 950    20.1 
             -14K   12.9 to 14.6   Palladium     12.0 
             -10K   11.5 to 11.8   Copper         8.93 
             -  9K   10.9 to 12.7   Bronze                 8.82 
Stainless Steel   7.81    Brass                 8.52 
 
All figures quoted are approximate. They may vary according to the exact physical state of the metal, 
e.g., cast, rolled, drawn, because of varying degrees of porosity and temperature. 
Alloys will vary considerably according to the other components they contain.  
Specific Gravity (S.G.) is not expressed in units as it is purely a ratio. 
 
In calculating specific gravity (S.G.) an item’s weight (in distilled water at 68° F) is subtracted from 
the item’s weight in air - that difference divided into the item’s weight in air results in the item’s S.G. 
Care must be taken to exclude all bubbles during the weighing process and allowances for “other than 
metal items” i.e. stones in the calculations.  
NOTE: a scale with a resolution of .01 gram (.0003 ounce) is essential for calculations.  

Coin Facts 
-Of those who save their change, 15% of American adults store it in a glass or plastic jar. 9 % use a piggy bank. 
- 73% of American adults save their loose change rather than spend it on a day-to-day basis. 
   [Ed. note – they obviously should pursue a third option...losing the coins.] 
- Three out of four Americans will stop to pick up a penny on the street. 
      [At last count, 99.97% of metal detectorists do the same.] 
- Nearly half (47%) of Americans between the ages of 18 and 34 have thrown away a penny at least once. Only 
11% of Americans over the age of 65 report doing the same. 

[And 38% of these pennies were thrown into the sand at the Old Lyme beaches.] 
- Twelve % of Americans will not pick up a penny that is heads down – because it is considered unlucky.  [Oh, 
to be able to see that well!] 
- It is estimated that only 3% of the coins now in circulation are needed to maintain the economy on a daily 
basis.   
- The U.S. Mint produced more than 11.6 billion pennies in 1999 alone.  [Someone should tell them they can 
back off – detectorists recycle half that much.] 

[Reprinted in part from The Prober  (Michigan), Jan., 2002, plus my observations.  Ed.] 
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Bold, italics indicates the 
winners - submitted by 

Rick Browne, April, 2003. 

 
Coins-Gold/silver 
Pre 1900  Dave Gregorski 1827 Bust Half Dollar 
   Tony Cwikla  1881 Canadian Dime 

   
Post 1899  Ken Gudernatch 1903 German States 5 Mark piece 
   Bob Tulay  1900 Barber Dime 
   Ray Dapkus  1901 Barber Quarter 
   Carl Muller  1944 Canadian Quarter 
   Mark Sutcliffe  1936 Washington Quarter 
   Everett Berube  1936 Washington Quarter 

   
Coins-Other   
Pre 1900  Bruce Morris  circa 1760 King George II 1/2 Pence 

   
Post 1899  Richard MacRobbie Coin pouch, 8 coins, 2 keys and a dollar bill 
   Richard Browne  1909 Liberty "V" nickel 
   John McQueen  1978 1 Franc piece from France 

   
Token   Vincent DiBattista New Haven Railroad token 

   
Jewelry  
Gold   Richard MacRobbie 14K white gold mother's ring with stones 
   Richard Browne  18K yellow white ornate white gold top ring  

   
Silver   Ken Gudernatch Dream Catcher earring 
   Everett Berube  Dolphin ring 
   John McQueen  Toe ring 

   
Other   Bruce Morris  Flower basket with stone blossoms 
   Carl Muller  Unknown decorative device 
   Tony Cwikla  Caboose charm 
   Vincent DiBattista Gold colored ring 
   Dave Gregorski  Religious medal 
Relic  
 
Toy   Richard Browne Toy lead boat, circa 1900 
   Everett Berube  Motorcycle 
   Vincent DeBattista Oil truck 

   
Military   John McQueen U.S. Lapel pin 

   
Other   Mark Sutcliffe  3 gold teeth 
   Bob Tulay  Good Luck horseshoe 
   Tony Cwikla  nickel / silver spoon 
   Dave Gregorski  Antique fishing lure with Patent Number 
   Bruce Morris  Bottle stopper Patent date March 27, 1906 
   Ken Gudernatch 1/2 mold? Printing plate? 
   Ray Dapkus  Musketball circa 1700 
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By Rick Browne 

Dave Gregorski started my tenure off with a find I would be proud of, an 1827 Bust half dollar. He needed all his 
toys: a Minelab with a 15 inch WOT coil, two scoops and a pair of boots to retrieve this beautiful find before the 
sea took it back as the tide came in. Dave wears only short boots and was pushing his luck on this find.  
 
Ken Gudernatch beat the size of Dave’s half with a 1903 German States 5 Mark silver coin. The best find from 
fresh water this year came from between wheaties and beer can tops. 
 
Bruce Morris was just out learning his new machine, a Fisher CZ-7, recently won on an E-bay auction. He was at 
an old house site, enjoying the tone ID and bar graph with no numbers to “waste” his time. He “listens” to his 
machine especially when it tells him he is lucky, which it did with his winning circa 1760 King George Half 
Pence! 
 
Richard McRobbie found a coin pouch with 8 coins, 2 keys and the remnant of a dollar bill to take a category 
silver dime. His Excalibur is cleaning up this “unknown” salt water beach. 
 
Vincent DiBattista heard his Whites detector sing out a solid signal after very few signals in the woods behind a 
school yard. He is now looking for more signs of the New Haven Railroad. Watch the light at the end of the 
tunnel, it just may be a train. 
 
Richard McRobbie, at his self-replenishing salt water beach, that “has not been hit” keeps finding coins, jewelry 
and little junk. A 150+ coin count amazes Richard on each return trip. But not as much as the lovely mother’s ring 
that found its way into his scoop. 
 
Ken Gudernatch returned to the floor to claim a dime for his Silver ‘Dream Catcher’ earring. Again, from fresh 
water with his Fisher. Fresh water is where it is at! 
 
Bruce Morris also took a return trip to the floor for a story on his ‘basket’ of colored stone accented blossoms he 
found after the Polar Bear Hunt. His new CZ-7 is doing great! 
 
Richard Browne told of his return to “Snail Hole” looking for the $20.00 gold piece he “knows” is under the sand 
bar. This trip only a few feet of the sand had shifted, just enough to turn loose 3 “V” nickels, a gold ring, a silver 
ring and the winning lead toy boat, his best lead toy to-date. 
 
John McQueen found this very nice, screw backed, U.S. military lapel pin at a site selected by his daughter. His 
XLT gave a quarter reading at three inches, John and his daughter were pleasantly surprised and rightly so, with 
the military insignia. 
 
Mark Sutcliffe has not made his way back to find the rest of the gold teeth to accompany his find of three gold 
teeth found at the March Fun Hunt. The features of the teeth lead him to believe there are more for his Whites 
detector to sound off on. What a conversation piece for his coffee table! 
 
The Consolation Prize was drawn and won by Bob Tulay. His 1900 Barber dime was not worthy of a voted silver 
dime award, but Bob said “I will take a “loser’s” quarter anytime”. Bob was using his Teknetics 8500B with Radio 
Shack’s $5.95 headset on land to come up with this “winning” entry. Both the detector and headset are 20 years 
old and going strong as is Bob. 
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 An Attempt to Ban Coin Collecting 
   As 1965 opened, coin collectors found 
themselves increasingly out of favor with 
Treasury officialdom, but they were soon to face 
a bigger assault in Congress: a bill to “virtually 
ban coin collecting,” as some put it. Collectors 
were being blamed and punished for a coin 
shortage, especially a shortage of cents, 
because supposedly they saved new coins in 
massive quantities. A Democratic senator from 
Nevada, Alan Harvey Bible, introduced a bill 
May 21 that would give the secretary of the 
Treasury commissar-like authority over coin 
dealing.  
   [At the same time], the Treasury’s stocks of 
silver were growing depleted because of soaring 
industrial and coinage demands. Critical action 
would soon be taken to end all production of 
silver coins, in the form of the Coinage Act of 
1965, passed in July. In 1967, two years after 
most silver had been removed from U.S. coins 
(only the half-dollar retained some silver 
content), the price of silver began to rise above 
the official U.S. price of $1.2929 [per troy 
ounce]. 
   The Bible bill would have prohibited: melting of 
silver coins for bullion, hoarding coins, and 
exporting any U.S. coin except as a part of 
personal jewelry. It was not clear in the bill what 
penalties would be attached to melting, but other 
prohibited activities were subject to a $10,000 
fine, one year in prison, or both. Coin collectors 
and dealers, meanwhile, were joining in alarm at 
the Nevadan’s sweeping proposals. “This in 
effect outlaws every piggy bank in the United 
States and would create the biggest black 
market in coins you ever saw.”  
   Congress, [however], showed no interest...in 
further major coin legislation. Transition from 
silver to copper-nickel clad coins proceeded 
without major disruptions in coin supply, and 
minor change eventually returned to plenitude. 
The Treasury did exercise its authority to ban 
melting of silver coins beginning in May 1967, 
but even this action and another Treasury 
program, to begin actively withdrawing silver 
coins from circulation, did not prevent 
widespread illicit melting and profit taking, as 
told by Henry A. Merton in his book, The Big 
Silver Melt.  

How Coins Are Made 
1. Congress gives its approval for the creation of a 

new coin. 
2. After many people approve the design, an artist 

makes a big drawing so the details can be added. 
3. A clay model of the coin is made of a hard plastic 

called epoxy. 
4. A machine is used to copy the plastic model into 

a tiny engraving the size of a coin. 
5. The engraving is copied onto a metal stamp 

called a die. 
6. Rolls of metal are fed into a machine that prints 

out coin-sized blanks. 
7. The blanks are heated so they will be softer and 

easier to stamp. 
8. The blanks are put into a machine that raises the 

edges on both sides of the coin. [Ed. note – 
perhaps at this step, any reeding on the edge of 
the ‘coin’ is added – the article doesn’t say.] 

9. The blank coins are put into a machine that 
stamps the engraving on both sides of the coin. 

10. The coins are checked, counted and put into bags. 
They are sent to special banks around the country 
and then on to your local bank.  

[Ed. note – as I read through the beginning of this 
piece, it kind of reminded me of what our Board 
of Directors went through, in getting the final 
design for our new Y.T.C. business  cards.]    (-: 

   Thanks to Ken G. for forwarding this 9/01 
Lakeville Journal piece to me.] 

Half Cent Facts 
This denomination coin was struck at the 
Philadelphia mint, from 1793 to 1857. Five basic 
design types were struck over its 64-year 
lifespan.  This 0.93 inch diameter coin bears no 
mint mark.              
The weight of the coin was reduced several times 
during the first decade. At current market values, 
it would take $5,500 to purchase an example of 
most available dates, in roughly Good condition, 
excluding the rare varieties.  
[Information gathered from Coin World, April 14, 
2003, and Yeoman’s ‘Blue Book’.] 
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Recycling is Our Business! 
By Dave Gregorski 

You’ve probably not thought about our ‘detecting’ 
hobby in this way. It’s easy to view a familiar 
activity in a one-dimensional manner. But how can 
I call it a business? It is not, in the traditional 
sense, yet money and valuables do change hands. 
One difference is, our ‘customers’ have left the 
scene, sometimes a long time ago, with less 
money, jewelry, and relics (to us) than they came 
with.  

The ‘recycling’ aspect of our hobby is easier to 
understand. We clean our dug coins in one way or 
another (except maybe for pennies!), and place 
most of them back into circulation. So we are 
recycling in a direct way (and the U.S. Treasury 
has yet to thank us!). But how about the other stuff 
we dig? Most of the ‘junk’ eventually ends up in 
an incinerator or landfill - not strictly recycled, but 
returned to the earth in some molecular form. And 
there are those relics that we ‘recycle’ to the light 
of day, for others to appreciate. And some of us 
are saving cleaned aluminum pull-tabs (which are 
recycled) for the charity that Rick Browne is 
working with. Yet besides our ‘finds’, there is 
other recycling going on that is perhaps taken for 
granted. 

Throw out that stained or faded golf hat? Never! 
After a couple of months of detecting use, it can 
get nicely re-toned by sun, dirt, and frequent 
washings. I also have shirts that would barely  
qualify for public viewing, that formerly I would 
have tossed out. Yet these are perfectly acceptable 
garb for the ‘dirty’ job we do. And I am currently 
re-patching 3 pair of trousers that formerly would 
have been discarded. Frayed cuffs, thinning knees, 

and repaired tears can be kind of a ‘badge of 
honor’, as long as the garment is frequently 
washed. [BTW, the iron-on patches work great, 
and for those larger tears or thin spots, duct tape 
(on the inside) works fine, though it must be 
replaced after each washing.] Now my grief is 
lessened, as when I recently tore a nice pair of 
cotton trousers while climbing over a fence into my 
garden. More clothes for detecting! 

Those of us that garden will not be surprised by 
this one last benefit of detecting – the recycling of 
nutrients in the soil we detect (I’ll bet you never 
thought of that one!). Over time, these plant 
nourishments leach down, away from the surface. 
But along comes a detectorist, and the nutrients are 
brought back into the shallower root zone! [And 
for those of us with larger coils, who dig deeper 
holes, the benefit is more pronounced.  (-:  ].  

So be proud the next time you go detecting. We do 
a service on many levels, and are more than 
unconventional hobbyists. Remember this the next 
time your spouse tells you those comfortable 
trousers or sneakers must be tossed.  
 

Record Price Paid for Penny 
A 1943-D Lincoln cent…not the zinc plated 
kind, but a copper-alloy piece – recently sold for 
$212,750! The previous record was $115,000, 
paid for a high grade 1943-S copper-alloy cent 
back in Feb., 2000.  
The buyer used the pseudonym ‘Jack 
Ackerman’, to protect his anonymity. The coin 
was bought at a California auction, and ‘Jack’s’ 
bids were placed by phone.  
[Information taken from Coin World, March 17, 
2003.] 
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UPCOMING EVENTS/HUNTS 

2003 Garrett Club Program: Please register all Garrett metal detectors purchased or received 
as gifts during 2003, with Garrett. If you make them aware that you are a member of YTC, 
Garrett will credit the club with 10% of the purchase price.  Obtain an application form from 
any YTC officer. This credit is used to procure the yearly Freedom Ace Give-A-Way detector. 
This is an easy and effective way to support your club! 

June 29 (Sunday) - Coin Show @ the Polish National Home, 60 Charter Oak Ave., Hartford. 
Free admission and parking - call 860-247-1784 for details. Doors open at 9 A.M. 

 
October 25th & 26th - Lancaster Research & Recovery Club Open Hunt will be held in 
Lancaster, Pennsylvania at the Lancaster County Central Park Environmental Center. This is our 
first TWO-DAY hunt! Registration starts at 8:00am on each day, Hunt starts at 9:30am on each 
day. There will be two main hunts, one Morning and one Afternoon on each day. (These are All 
Silver Hunts!) And an Optional Gold Hunt ($15.00 fee) with U.S. 1/10oz gold coins and New 
Silver Eagle Dollars and a Kids Hunt (up to 12 yrs old) ($5.00 fee) on each day; On Saturday 
between the two hunts there will be: a Fun Hunt (included with your entry fee) Food items will be 
made available for purchase on Saturday only. If you have any questions, feel free to contact us; 
Mike & Sue Race at 717-355-0691;  email msrace@hydrosoft.net or Jere Hambleton at 717-
393-5175. Visit our website www.lrrc.org for directions and the hunt flier.  

Channel 3 Kids Camp - ‘Wish List’ 
Your club has chosen to support this group for the near future. Please bring any of the following 
‘List A’ items to the June 10 meeting, as Dave Gregorski will be collecting them to forward to 
the Camp (or call him at 860-742-5836). Items may be ‘used’.  Thanks - this an very good cause. 
     List A 

Board games, for ages 8-14    Golf clubs and balls 
Basketballs      Jigsaw puzzles 
Blankets      Lifejackets 
Children’s books     Pillows and pillow cases 
Costuming for performing arts   Radios  
Footballs      Sheets 
Frisbees      Sleeping bags     
       Soccer balls 
 
     List B        
Please call the camp at 860-742-2267 for these donations, and please mention Y.T.C. 
       
Clothes dryer      TVs 
Couches and chairs     Tents     
Photocopier      Vacuum cleaners    
Pickup truck      VCRs   
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Minutes of Yankee Territory Coinshooters Meeting May 13, 2003: 

 The meeting was called to order at 7:09 p.m. with 32 members and one guest present. Two 
new members, Lenny Papineau of Hanover, and Ken Mehler of Glastonbury, were added to 
the roster. 
 The Secretary’s Report was accepted as published. 
 The Treasurer’s Report was accepted as read with a balance of $1,047.87 plus silver inventory 

of $258.67 purchase cost. 
 Correspondence included hunt flyers and a newsletter from the Channel 3 Kids Kamp. 

Old Business: 
 A motion was approved to spend $68.00 for our post office box rent for the following year. 

New Business: 
 We need volunteers and ideas for club outings and speakers.  
 A club outing will be held Sunday, May 18th along the Farmington River at Unionville. 
 Ken Gudernatch received an inquiry for a “newsletter only” membership. We have that for 

$15.00 per year. 
 Ken also reported that attendance at the B.O.N.E. 10 Treasure Show in Keene, NH seemed to 

be down from previous years, and with fewer seminars and displays. The relic and coin 
displays that were there, however, were fantastic. Troy Galloway’s detector seminar was so 
good that Ken bought a Troy Shadow detector right then and there. Anita and John Hubley 
reported that a local club put on a “pretty good” open hunt at the fabled Marlborough, NH 
militia field and many great natural finds were made. Mark Sutcliffe took home a second place 
plaque and Canadian $1.00 gold coin in the Best Finds of the Year competition for a 1734 one 
real that he found at the muster field during B.O.N.E. 9. Eleanor Hube was inducted into the 
Treasure Hunters Hall of Fame. Unfortunately, she was unable to attend the dinner. A large 
Chinese Auction was held as a fundraiser for the St. Jude Hospital. 
 Anita reported that Marge Burkhart is hospitalized with heart trouble. Our thoughts 

and prayers go out to her. 
 Challengemaster Dave Gregorski explained what a “fat Indian” is for the Challenge. It is a 

thick copper/nickel Indian Head Cent minted from 1859 through 1864. 
 Dave reported that Richard MacRobbie attained Challenge Level 1 and Rick Browne reached 

Challenge Levels 1 and 3. 
 Rick Browne reported that Rich Janak is exploring the Grand Canyon (without a metal 

detector). 
 Chuck Anderson gave a presentation on old buttons. Several members displayed their more 

interesting button finds including military and Washington Inaugural buttons. 
 Rick Browne won the Attendance Drawing for 4 silver quarters. 
 Richard MacRobbie won the 50/50 Raffle. 
 The meeting adjourned at 8:58 p.m. 

 Respectfully submitted, Mark Sutcliffe, Secretary 
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                            YTC Officers 
 
President, Chuck Anderson        944-9558   
         {ChuckAnderson944@globalnet.net}  
         
Vice President, Bruce Morris         212-2276 
                {brm1956@netzero.net}
                              
Secretary, Mark Sutcliffe                  860-647-7541  
                                      {Msutcl 1776@aol.com} 
 
Treasurer, Vince DiBattista              860-666-0270 
     {VDibattist@aol.com } 
 
Newsletter, Dave Gregorski               860-742-5836 
                                      {DGRookie@aol.com} 

Yankee Territory Coinshooters 
Code of Ethics 

Respect the rights and property of others. 
Never destroy historical or archeological artifacts. 
Observe all laws, whether national, state, or local. 
Aid law enforcement officials whenever possible. 

Leave the land and vegetation as it was. 
FILL IN ALL HOLES. 

Remove all trash and litter, take it with you when you 
leave. 

Remember that all coinshooters may be judged by the 
example YOU set. Always conduct yourself with 

courtesy and consideration toward others. 

Security  *  Hobby  *  Industrial 

 All Models in Stock * Credit Cards Accepted 

(By Appointment) 

 
Metal Detectors and Accessories 

Eastern Detector Sales 
Ed Grella   Phone - 
(203)- 
275 Beers Road        452-7366 
Fairfield, CT  06824 Toll free -877- 
                565-5556 

Eastern Detector Sales 

METAL DETECTORS and ACCESSORIES  

J & E ENTERPRISES of  
S. Yarmouth  

Factory Authorized Dealer for Fisher, Garrett, Minelab, Tesoro, 
& Whites. Coiltek coils, Covers, Headphones, Beach & Water 

Scoops, Books, Etc., 

Eleanor Hube, 54 Old Main St. at Forest Rd. 
South Yarmouth, MA 02664 

1-508-760-2100 
Fax 1-508-760-3738; e-mail,  jetrhub@gis.net 

(Founding member of Yankee Territory Coinshooters) 

SALES, SERVICE & RENTALS 
Accepts Discover, Mastercard and Visa 

(Will ship UPS) 

Editor’s Note 
Some of you know my sense of humor...and some 
may not, or aren’t sure. As I read over some pieces 
I’ve written for this newsletter, I can see where 
some of my ideas/thinking might be taken too 
seriously, where I was being tongue-in-cheek.           
Henceforth, if I remember, I will try to include a 
smile symbol  (-:  when my imagination is running 
somewhat amuck, or I’m trying to be funny. Or 
maybe I won’t, and let you figure it out.    (-: 
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Fun Hunts 
   Y.T.C. would like to continue having so-called 
‘fun hunts’, where a site is chosen and members 
search for natural finds. Such an event can be 
social, exciting, and/or ‘friendly-competitive’, or 
a combination of all three, as you wish. (At 
times, scratch tickets are given out for ‘best 
finds’.)  
   Sites can range from beaches, wooded areas, 
parks, etc. The ‘officical’ hunt lasts usually 2 
hours. Per-mission to be on the site may be 
required. Club members are insured for such 
events, which can make access to a site easier. 
This kind of hunt gives newer members 
especially, the opportunity to hunt with and get to 
know others in the club. Some nice finds have 
also come up, and it is always interesting to see 
what others uncover.  
   We are asking for ideas for specific locations 
for future hunts, and for assistance in the ‘ground 
work’, if such is necessary. Your club officers 
(see page 2) will assist as needed. The May hunt 
I hear was fun, though the finds were nominal. 
Thanks to Chuck for setting it up.  

Another First - A call to return a necklace 
by Rick Browne 

 
The end of the summer had come with the celebration 
of Labor Day (2002). The Life Guards had returned to 
school and the beaches were empty. With permission 
form a landowner and equipment in hand, Rich Janak 
and I were ready for the half mile hike to the 
swimming hole. Last year it had produced silver and 
gold. This year we hoped for a repeat.  
 
I don't know if we were late, others cleaning up 
before we arrived, or it was a slow year. What ever 
the case, the beach was fairly clean, nothing like the 
year before. After an hour of disappointment we 
decided to leave. I was taking the final swings on my 
way out of the water, over an area the Rich had 
covered. But, as we all know, "no one gets it all".  
 
A signal near blew my earphones off. . . the first 
scoop and what a chain was in my sight. I had found a 
necklace with a charm. Look like silver to me. I was 
happy to say the least, after the hour of a few pennies. 
 
Closer inspection proved the chain was a MedicAlert 
item. It had a registration number and a "call collect" 
phone number on the back. I called and had to talk 
fast between the operator and the person that 
answered the phone. When I was asked by the 
operator if this was an emergency, I had to speak fast 
to tell the answering party that I had found an emblem 
and wanted to return it. With that, the person said she 
would accept the charges.  
 
Because of the privacy act, MedicAlert can not give 
out information. But, what they did was to send a nice 
Thank You note, a postage paid return envelope and a 
promise to return the chain and charm to the owner. 

Speaker for July Meeting  
Chuck has arranged for Jeremiah Burr to share 
information re. his October detecting weekend, at 
the July Y.T.C. meeting. Jerry has run a fantastic 
Fall hunt the past two years, and intends to 
continue his unselfish promotion of our hobby.  
I attended both hunts, and the natural finds were 
old and interesting. Prizes were given for various 
categories of finds, and each year there was a 
planted silver hunt, with tokens for additional 
great prizes (including metal detectors). I’m not 
aware of the details this year, but Jerry has 
supported most of the past festivities out of his 
own pocket, out of  love for the hobby.  
Be sure to attend this meeting - you may be 
surprised at the coming opportunity.Talk with 
any of the Y.T.C. members who attended in the 
past. 

Large Cent Facts 
The large cents of 1793-1814 underwent a 
bewildering series of design changes. Four distinct 
obverse design types were introduced, while two 
completely different reverse design themes were 
used, one for just 12 days.  Add to this minor 
differences in die varieties, and these ‘early date’ 
large cents offer a challenge to any collector. 
[Info. from Coin World, April 21, 2003.]  
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 Massachusetts Silver Shines 

(New book tackles coins, history, economics) 
American numismatic researchers, including those working on Colonial coinage, have long focused on die 
varieties. The vast majority of researchers have been collectors and this probably explains the emphasis. However, 
many of the most important perspectives have been overlooked. 
Ancient numismatics has some balance of collectors and academics and, while there is some tension in their 
relationships, each derives some benefits from the work of the other group. American numismatics, unfortunately, 
has rarely attracted the attention of academics. That is about to be changed. A book about to be released shows wh 
we've been missing. 
Lou Jordan is best known in numismatic circles as the driving force behind numismatics at Notre Dame. If you're 
interested in early American coins or paper money, you will find a terrific Web site at http://www.coins.nd.edu. 
This site is an introduction, even if it goes into more depth than most introductions. Expanding on what he has 
done for the Web site, Jordan has combined his academic expertise and numismatic interests to produce a book on 
the 17th century Massachusetts silver coinage, of which Pine Tree shillings are the most common and best known. 
The book is titled, Studies on John Hull, the Mint and the Economics of Massachusetts Coinage. 
Much of the research in American numismatics, and particularly in Colonial numismatics, centers on studies of die 
varieties. While that should be an important component, it's taken a greater proportion of research efforts than it 
probably should. John Kleeberg noted this in his review of North American numismatic literature pubfished as part 
of the proceedings of the most recent International Numismatic Congress a few years ago. So the publication of a 
book that focuses more on the history and economics surrounding any series of Colonial coins is very welcome. 
When the topic is a series of interest to virtually everyone who pays attention to Colonial coins, that's even better. 
Of course, Massachusetts silver coins are expensive enough that most of us who are interested don't actually 
collect them. A well-worn example usually costs a few hundred dollars and a lightly circulated high-grade 
specimen will be a few thousand dollars. So for most of us, auction catalogs and books like this one are how we 
enjoy and understand Massachusetts silver coinage. 
Jordan covers a variety of topics including the location of John Hull's mint building. England's opposition to 
coinage in the Colony, the value of Massachusetts silver coinage relative to other coins in circulation at the time, 
and productivity at Hulls mint. The relationship of the Colonies to England is always considered in light of the 
overthrow of the British monarchy in 1649, the subsequent creation of the Commonwealth, and the restoration of 
the monarchy in 1660. Jordan devotes a lot of attention to the circulation and value of Spanish silver since it was 
mostly silver from the New World rather than England that was converted into Pine Tree coins. 
One topic he takes on is the question of why almost all the Massachusetts coins were dated 1652 during a 
production run of approximately 30 years. While "common knowledge" among numismatists seems to be that this 
was to avoid the wrath of England through backdating, Jordan convincingly expands on an idea discussed earlier 
by Michael Hodder and Phil Mossman that 1652 was not intended to represent the date struck, as it is on most 
coins, but the date that a given denomination was authorized. The one exception, 1662-dated twopence coins, 
supports their hypothesis. 
Throughout the book, Jordan gives detailed historical references and footnotes. The book was inspired by the 
availability of John Hulls ledgers, which Jordan used extensively. Indeed, this book is not to be read at one sitting 
and it probably isn't summer beach reading for most. Lou's training is as a medieval scholar and librarian, and his 
attention to detail shows. 
This book will belong on the shelf of any numismatist with an interest in early Colonial coins, history or 
economics. If we're lucky, we'll also see an overview as a magazine article that will reach an even broader 
audience. After all, there are many collectors who don't consider themselves Colonial collectors who have a Pine 
Tree shilling on their want list (or, at least, wish list). Jordan's book and the understanding it helps us have can 
only make this coinage more interesting and desirable.     [My apologies - no record of who sent this to me.  Ed.] 
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 Bold, italics indicates the 

winners - submitted by Rick 
Browne, May, 2003 

Coins  
Gold / Silver   
Pre 1900  Richard MacRobbie 8 Real 
   Bob Ellis  1/2 Real 
   Bruce Morris  1887 Seated Liberty dime 

Post 1899  Dave Gregorski 1905 Barber dime 
   Ken MacMinagil  1942 Mercury dime 
   Bob Tulay  1942-D Mercury dime 
   NO   N A M E  1943 Mercury dime 
   Nancy Webb  1945-P Nickel 
Other   
Pre 1900  Jim Groom  1785 Connecticut Copper 
   Ken Gudernatch 181? Large cent 
   Carl Muller  1870 Indian Head cent 
   NO   N A M E  1899 Indian Head cent 
Post 1899  Phil Skewes  1928 Great Britain One Penny 
   Mike Marvonek  1991 Colombia 50 Pesos 
   
Token   Mike Giannetti  1938 American Legion Medal 
   NO   N A M E  Good for 5¢ in trade token 
   Vincent DiBattista Piece of Eight - Replica 

Jewelry  
 
Gold   Richard Browne 10K Initial ring with one diamond 
   Ken Gudernatch 18K Engraved Friendship ring 
   Richard MacRobbie 14K White gold wedding band 
   
Silver   Mike Marvonek Necklace with cross 
   Bob Tulay  3-Rings in one 
   Phil Skewes  Sterling silver ring 
   John McQueen  Religious medallion 
   Dave Gregorski  1971 Union Elementary School class ring 
   
Other   Bob Ellis  1790 Colonial cuff link 
   Mike Giannetti  St. Christopher medal 
   Ken MacMinagil  ‘Ready Kilowatt’ pin 
   Vincent DeBattista Angel pin 
   Tony Cwikla  Heart pendant with religious icons 
   Bruce Morris  Silver plated copper ring with nudes 

Relic  
 
Toy   Richard Browne Cap rocket 
   Ken MacMinagil  Volkswagen toy car 
   
Military   Richard MacRobbie Artillery Button circa 1810 
   Carl Muller  Civil War Union bullet 
   NO   N A M E  1942 Nazi pin 
   Ken Gudernatch Musket flint wrapper? 

Other - continued on page 8. 
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By Rick Browne 

Richard McRobbie had a VERY lucky day in a farm field with his Fisher. Mac had given his first found 8 Real to the landowner 
last year. This year he was rewarded with a find of a second winning 8 Real piece, and he also found a half-cent. 
 
Dave Gregorski with his WOT found his 1905 Barber dime at 4 inches in a Manchester park. After the meeting, Dave 
interchanged his coil and electronics with Ray’s machine and determined it had a problem, it would not see much more than the 4 
inches. It will be off in the mail to the repair shop soon. We all hope he gets it back FAST! 
 
Jim Groom dug his 1785 Connecticut Copper with a bit too much vigor. He confessed that after 10 years of digging he should 
have known better than to let his digger kiss the copper. Jim out dug Karel on this outing with several other nice finds, a feat that 
is hard to accomplish. 
 
Phil Skewes retrieved a 1928 Great Britain One Penny from a public path in Eastern Connecticut. Phil also let his trowel kiss his 
copper at a depth of 4 inches. Phil was a bit luckier than Jim was as his ‘kiss’ marks were not into the copper, only into the 
patina. 
 
Mike Giannetti retrieved a 1938 American Legion Medal struck to celebrate 20 years of armistice from his favorite hunting area, 
the woods. He did not indicate what machine he was swinging, I bet it was a White’s. 
 
Rick Browne spent the weekend on Cape Cod with Rich Janak digging in the rocky area of a beach. Each came away after three 
tides with 5 gold rings one of which was the winning initial ring with a single diamond. Rick knows there are more to be found. 
 
Mike Marvonek traveled to Florida on vacation, bought his first detector and found the winning silver chain and a cross at a depth 
of 10 inches. His wife Pat has worn the find since then and has more interest in metal detecting. I know her interest will increase! 
 
Bob Ellis dug up a fine 1790 era cufflink, he will have to go back to the farm field and find the mate. Maybe it was just the 
overcast weather that hindered his effort in finding the matching cufflink. 
 
Rick Browne captured another silver dime for his cap rocket, found in a Rhode Island fresh water pond. 
 
Richard MacRobbie had a great month on land first with his 8 Real and then this early 1800 artillery military button found in the 
same field. Mac was written permission to hunt the field, a must to stay out of trouble. If Mac keeps this type of find coming in, 
other water walkers may become dirt diggers.  
 
Bob Tulay won a category tie with 21 brass spoon blanks. What was Bob doing on land? Are all the swimming holes dry? OR 
was he waiting for his leaky wader repair to dry? That Teknetics just keeps on going… 
 
Bruce Morris was awarded a silver dime, by the President for his rare find of a silver suspender clip. Bruce had been invited to 
join some Internet friends in detecting a town park and was surprised with the silver find. "It just keeps getting better!" Bruce 
must not have wanted to let his White’s machine collect dust and used it on this trip. 
 
The consolation drawing went to Ken MacMinagil for his 1942 Mercury dime found in a neighbor's yard. 
 
We did much better in the number of voters this month, still a few abstained. Next we will attempt an improvement in the casting 
of votes. There is a new ballot to be used at the June meeting. A bit easier to understand, I hope. Also, don’t forget to enter your 
name and the requested information on the back of each entry form.  
 
Thanks to ALL that entered a find this month. Lets keep the count going up each month. If we do REALLY WELL, Dave will 
not have to find any other articles and I will fill all the pages of the PROBE with descriptions of wonderful finds. Keep on 
swinging and may the sound of gold be in your ears and the glitter in your scoop. 
 
Thanks.    Rick 
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Coin Facts – Flying Eagle Cents 
By the mid-1850s it was apparent to Mint officials 
that the large copper cents struck since 1793 were too 
cumbersome and unpopular, as well as increasingly 
uneconomical to make. Sooner or later the “big 
coppers” would have gone the way of the dinosaur, 
but it was the large numbers of small Spanish colonial 
silver coins in use throughout the United States that 
finally made it imperative that smaller cents had to be 
struck, and not necessarily of pure copper.  
It was Mint Director James R. Snowden’s desire to 
see all foreign coins driven out of the channels of 
commerce in the United States. The coinage law 
passed by Congress on February 21, 1857 gave him 
the means to do so. In addition to abolishing the half 
cent, the law also specified that the new cents would 
weigh 72 grains and be composed of 88% copper and 
12% nickel. Furthermore, they were redeemable for 
the old copper cents and half cents.  
But the most important provision as far as Snowden 
was concerned was the one that permitted the Mint 
and the Treasury Department to redeem Spanish 
double-reales, reales and medios at the rate of 25, 12-
1/2, and 6-1/4 cents, respectively, for the new cents. 
All other government offices would only convert 
these three denominations at the rate of 20, 10, and 5 
cents. With such a powerful profit motive, banks were 
very desirous of exchanging as many of the foreign 
silver coins as possible for the new “nicks,” as the 
Flying Eagle cents were called.  
Flying Eagle cents have proved enormously popular 
over the decades, beginning with the pattern issue of 
1856. It is unclear exactly how many 1856 cents were 
struck, but the best estimates fall in the range of 800 

to as many as 1,500 pieces. Flying Eagle cents have 
been extensively counterfeited. Fakes have been 
made by altering digits in the date, false dies have 
been produced to strike phonies and spark erosion 
dies have been used. When in doubt or when 
purchasing a high priced Flying Eagle cent, it is 
always best to have the coin’s authenticity expertly 
verified. 

[From the website  www.oldcoinshop.com – click on 
‘Library’ for interesting details of all U.S. coinage.] 

Other   Bob Tulay  21 brass spoon blanks 
   John McQueen  Boy Scout neckerchief slide 
   Jim Groom  Colonial buckle 
   Dave Gregorski  Boy Scout button  circa 1903 – “BE PREPARED” 
   Mike Giannetti  Spoon 
   Vincent DiBattista Musket ball 
   Pam Giannetti  Cigarette lighter 
   Nancy Webb  Rusty buckle 
   Bruce Morris  Silver suspender clip 

FOM, continued 

Slightly Funny Side 
(Actual Newspaper headlines from 1997) 

 
1. Include your Children when Baking Cookies. 
2. Police Begin Campaign to Run Down 

Jaywalkers. 
3. Prostitutes Appeal to Pope. 
4. Panda Mating Fails; Veterinarian Takes Over. 
5. Eye Drops Off Shelf. 
6. Juvenile Court to Try Shooting Defendant 
7. Iraqi Head Seeks Arms 
8. Astronaut Takes Blame for Gas in Spacecraft 
9. Kids Make Nutritious Snacks 
10. New Vaccine May Contain Rabies 
11. Hospitals are Sued by 7 Foot Doctor 
 
[From the Treasure Hunter’s Gazette, Dec. 2002-Jan. 
2003.] 
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Some History of Hammonasset Beach 
By Dave Gregorski 

   Many Y.T.C members, past and present, have plied the sands and waters of this large and 
venerable beach. Even the dirt areas have attracted some detecting interest. Why? Because there’s 
‘stuff’ there.  Much jewelry, some of it quite old, and decent (though often corroded) coins have 
ended up in our collections. I’ve been hunting the beach for only ~4 years, and it has become my 
favorite. (Well, my new ‘secret’ beach has given me more older coins, but no jewelry to speak of. 
And I don’t have a real history with it yet. And the finds there seem to have ‘petered out’ quite 
quickly.) 
   Much and perhaps all of what is now the sand area at ‘Hammo’ is natural, being there since the 
early settlers arrived. For a long time, activity was limited to fishing and hunting – a day at the 
beach is a more modern concept. There also was “some harvesting of the beach’s other natural 
offerings such as salt-marsh hay and kelp – and a shed or two for processing of fish into fish oil.”  
   We are fortunate to have such a large, undeveloped area. “The first permanent dwelling, a saltbox 
farmhouse, was built in 1828 on an island in the marsh behind the beach. The farm yielded corn, 
potatoes, oats and hay.” In 1919, the state acquired “75 parcels of land consisting of 565 acres for 
$130,960.” A pavilion was erected the following year. In 1923, 340 acres were added to the park, at 
its west end.  
   Currently, Hammonasset Beach State Park encompasses 919 acres and is the state’s busiest. 2001 
attracted 897,000 visitors [and I believe that’s just in-season]. If one person in ten lost a nickel, that 
comes to $4485 – and that’s only for one year. If one person in a thousand lost a piece of jewelry, 
that’s around 900 pieces for that year alone. Of course the ocean, with its tides and storms (not to 
mention other detectorists), has a lot to say about where all these items end up. 
   I just returned from my last look at ‘winter beach’ conditions at Hammo. Soon the sand will be 
returning from wherever it went, and the busy-ness of summer will commence. Whenever you hunt 
there, you almost never come up empty, even if you uncover only modern stuff. In 3 hours I got 
about $2 in change, including a silver Rosie...no jewelry, though. Maybe that doesn’t seem great, 
but the personal history I have there has meaning for me. And with the above history as a backdrop, 
an increased sense of nostalgia will accompany my future visits. 

[Quotes and some information taken from Connecticut Magazine, July, 2002.] 
  

What a Difference 30 Years Can Make! 

1970: Long hair    1970: Keg       1970: Acid rock    
2000: Longing for hair   2000:EKG       2000: Acid reflux 

 
1970: Paar (Jack)   1970: Trying to look like Marlon Brando or Liz Taylor 
2000: AARP    2000: Trying NOT to look like Marlon Brando or Liz Taylor 

[From the I.T.T.H.C. Treasure News, Sept. 2001.] 
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UPCOMING EVENTS/HUNTS 

2003 Garrett Club Program: Please register all Garrett metal detectors purchased or received 
as gifts during 2003, with Garrett. If you make them aware that you are a member of YTC, 
Garrett will credit the club with 10% of the purchase price.  Obtain an application form from 
any YTC officer. This credit is used to procure the yearly Freedom Ace Give-A-Way detector. 
This is an easy and effective way to support your club! 

June 29 (Sunday) - Coin Show @ the Polish National Home, 60 Charter Oak Ave., Hartford. 
Free admission and parking - call 860-247-1784 for details. Doors open at 9 A.M. 

July 27 - 1:00pm, Keene, NH. Rescheduled BONE 10 Silver Hunt rain date (plus cookout). 

 At Robin Hood Park, Keene, NH. Regardless of age or sex, hunt entry fee is $20 each and profits will be 
donated to St Jude Children's Research Hospital. 1,000 silver coins and prizes. All attending the cook out 
& hunt with have an opportunity to win a Minelab Explorer XS (retails $1295 (donated by Minelab & 
Outdoor Outfitters). All attending cookout & hunt will be given a ticket for the metal detector drawing. 
Barbara Barker, (St Jude Fund chairman) will present the profits from three raffles & the BONE 10 
Chinese Auction to a representative of St Jude Children's Research Hospital. And Bill Barker will make a 
presentation of finds from the site of the old Marlborough Meetinghouse to Richard Butler of the 
Marlborough Historical Society. 
The cookout is pot luck and all attending are asked to bring some food to share or pay $15. What to bring 
for the pot luck cookout? If your last name begins with letters "A to G" bring a homemade or store bought 
dessert to share, letters "H to O" bring a salad. Letters "P to Z" bring either, chicken, steak, Chili, Baked 
Beans, hotdogs, hamburgers, or a casserole. Contact: george.streeter@verizon.net, 800-447-6014. 

October 25th & 26th - Lancaster Research & Recovery Club Open Hunt will be held in 
Lancaster, Pennsylvania at the Lancaster County Central Park Environmental Center. This is our 
first TWO-DAY hunt! Registration starts at 8:00am on each day, Hunt starts at 9:30am on each 
day. There will be two main hunts, one Morning and one Afternoon on each day. (These are All 
Silver Hunts!) And an Optional Gold Hunt ($15.00 fee) with U.S. 1/10oz gold coins and New 
Silver Eagle Dollars and a Kids Hunt (up to 12 yrs old) ($5.00 fee) on each day; On Saturday 
between the two hunts there will be: a Fun Hunt (included with your entry fee) Food items will be 
made available for purchase on Saturday only. If you have any questions, feel free to contact us; 
Mike & Sue Race at 717-355-0691;  email msrace@hydrosoft.net or Jere Hambleton at 717-
393-5175. Visit our website www.lrrc.org for directions and the hunt flier.  

‘Dots’ on Canadian Coins 
   Edward VIII’s abdication as king of Britain and Canada, and the succession of his brother George VI to the 
throne, occurred in December, 1936. The Royal Mint in London was still preparing for Edward’s portrait to 
take its place on 1937-dated coins throughout the British Commonwealth – all their work had to be scrapped.  
   With the delay for the George VI dies, Canada decided to continue minting 1936-dated coins in 1-, 10-, and 
25-cent denominations. They used George V’s portrait, but with a dot added below the date to signify that a 
royal succession had taken place. The 25-cent coins today are considered scarce; the cent and 10-cent coins, 
exceedingly rare. 
{From Coin World, April 14, 2003, and Charlton’s Canadian Coins, 1999 edition.] 
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Minutes of Yankee Territory Coinshooters meeting June 10, 2003: 

 The meeting was called to order at 7:07 p.m. with 32 members and 4 guests present. 
 The Secretary’s Report was accepted as published. 
 The Treasurer’s Report was accepted as read with a balance of $1,022.96 plus silver inventory of $236.63 at 

purchase cost. 
Correspondence: 
 FMDAC Convention signups are available. 
 Tony Cwikla donated some detecting videos to the club library and brought in some booklets on the Fisher M-

Scope. 
 Ken Gudernatch brought in some Housatonic River Valley maps for distribution. 

Old Business: 
 Several members attended last month’s Club Outing on the Farmington River in Unionville. They found a few 

modern coins and LOTS of poison ivy (ask Bob Tulay). 
New Business: 
 Jeremiah Burr, organizer of the tremendously successful “Cash Bash” events, will be the guest speaker at the July 

meeting. This year’s Bash will be held at an old resort in North Moodus, CT. October 10th & 11th. 
 The next club Outing will be held at Keney Park in Hartford on June 21st. 
 The August Club Outing is tentatively scheduled for August 16th at 6:00 p.m. at Hammonassett. There will be a 

$4.00 parking fee. 
 Rick Browne is planning another Cape Cod Outing for Saturday-Monday September 27, 28, 29. 
 George Streeter is planning an open silver hunt and cookout in Keene, NH July 27th. 
 Dave Gregorski gave a presentation on coil technology. The main advantage of a “double-D” coil over a 

concentric coil is that the “DD” gives a long stripe of detecting versus a cone of detecting. Therefore, there is less 
need to overlap sweeps. By upgrading from a standard 8-9” coil to a 15” coil you can expect to gain about 20% 
greater depth, however, it is harder to pinpoint and there is a greater chance of having both good and bad targets 
winding up under the coil simultaneously. In areas of high trash or mineralization, you may be better off with a 
small coil. It gives less depth penetration, but that may be offset by being able to differentiate between good and 
bad targets in close proximity to each other. A concentric coil is also better at picking out good targets next to 
junk. Tony Cwikla reports that, although Elizabeth Park in West Hartford is loaded with pulltabs, you can pick 
out good targets 5-6” deep using a small concentric coil. He said that one of the problems designing detectors to 
go deeper is that FCC regulations permit a maximum output of 100 milliamps so the detector won’t interfere with 
other electronic devices. Turn the machine volume to maximum and control the target volume with the volume 
control on the headphones. That way you will hear more of the faint signals, but not damage your hearing. 

 Mark Sutcliffe gave a brief demonstration of cleaning Indian Head cents with 3% Hydrogen peroxide. A full 
report will follow in an upcoming newsletter. 

 Ken Gudernatch demonstrated how to crack the black silver sulfide crust off of silver coins recovered from salt 
water. Slowly rotate the coin while tapping the edge with a spoon. After several revolutions the crust should 
slough off in big flakes. The silver sulfide contains about 30% silver. Mel Fisher’s company uses the crust 
recovered from shipwreck coins to make reproduction mementos.  

 Stephanie Pascual was absent for the Attendance Drawing; Richard MacRobbie won a silver dime. 
 John McQueen won the 1921 Silver Dollar Raffle. 
 Jim Groom won the 50/50 Raffle 
 Challenge Master Dave Gregorski announced that Phil Skewes, John McQueen, and Michael Marvonek achieved 

Level 1 of the Challenge and each received a silver dime. 
 The meeting adjourned at 9:07 p.m. 

 Respectfully Submitted, Mark Sutcliffe, Secretary.  
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                            YTC Officers 
 
President, Chuck Anderson        944-9558   
         {ChuckAnderson944@globalnet.net}  
         
Vice President, Bruce Morris         212-2276 
                {brm1956@netzero.net}
                              
Secretary, Mark Sutcliffe                  860-647-7541  
                                      {Msutcl 1776@aol.com} 
 
Treasurer, Vince DiBattista              860-666-0270 
     {VDibattist@aol.com } 
 
Newsletter, Dave Gregorski               860-742-5836 
                                      {DGRookie@aol.com} 

Yankee Territory Coinshooters 
Code of Ethics 

Respect the rights and property of others. 
Never destroy historical or archeological artifacts. 
Observe all laws, whether national, state, or local. 
Aid law enforcement officials whenever possible. 

Leave the land and vegetation as it was. 
FILL IN ALL HOLES. 

Remove all trash and litter, take it with you when you 
leave. 

Remember that all coinshooters may be judged by the 
example YOU set. Always conduct yourself with 

courtesy and consideration toward others. 

Security  *  Hobby  *  Industrial 

 All Models in Stock * Credit Cards Accepted 

(By Appointment) 

 
Metal Detectors and Accessories 

Eastern Detector Sales 
Ed Grella   Phone - 
(203)- 
275 Beers Road        452-7366 
Fairfield, CT  06824 Toll free -877- 
                565-5556 

Eastern Detector Sales 

METAL DETECTORS and ACCESSORIES  

J & E ENTERPRISES of  
S. Yarmouth  

Factory Authorized Dealer for Fisher, Garrett, Minelab, Tesoro, 
& Whites. Coiltek coils, Covers, Headphones, Beach & Water 

Scoops, Books, Etc., 

Eleanor Hube, 54 Old Main St. at Forest Rd. 
South Yarmouth, MA 02664 

1-508-760-2100 
Fax 1-508-760-3738; e-mail,  jetrhub@gis.net 

(Founding member of Yankee Territory Coinshooters) 

SALES, SERVICE & RENTALS 
Accepts Discover, Mastercard and Visa 

(Will ship UPS) 

Our Best Wishes ... 
...to Marge Ketchin, recovering from 

surgery; 
AND -  

to Chuck and Shawn Anderson. newly-
married! 
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 June ‘Fun Hunt’ Report 
   The weather forecast was not promising for the first 
day of summer...but the ‘detecting gods’ gave us a 
dry window for the Keney Park hunt. The area chosen 
by Bruce Morris was mostly grassy flats and a slope, 
with some wooded areas bordering these. Despite the 
rainy few weeks, some of the digging was difficult in 
the hardpan.  
   At 10 A.M., 18 or so enthusiastic detectorists began 
to spread out from the parking area, swinging their 
coils. At 2 P.M., the hunt officially ended, and most 
had stayed until then....just as the rain started. Two 
gold earrings were found, along with an Indian cent, 4 
silver Rosies, 2 Mercs, and a Barber dime. Everyone 
had a buck or two in modern change. This despite 
previous heavy hunting of the same area. Good job. 
   Bruce awarded 10 scratch tickets , and there was an 
$18 and a $2 winner. A few stayed afterward to 
continue hunting in the protected areas under the tree 
canopy. This was fun...it’s nice to ‘socialize’ in this 
fashion. Thanks to Bruce for hosting this hunt. 

Future ‘Fun Hunts’ 
These are tentative dates, which will possibly be 
finalized by the July meeting (call a club officer if 
you did not attend, and would like information about 
the July hunt).  

July 19 - Misquamicut Beach (R.I.) 
August 16 - Hammonassett Beach 

Sept. 27-29 - annual Cape Cod Swing 

‘BONE’ Silver Hunt 
This was rained out, and is rescheduled for July 27.  

See page 10 for details. 

Coin Facts - 1841 
Foreign silver, produced by many countries under 
Spanish rule and coined as far back as the mid-1700s, 
was still in circulation in 1841. Two rare coins 
produced by the U.S. Mint in 1841 are the proof-only 
half cent, and the quarter eagle ($2.50 gold piece) of 
the Philadelphia Mint, known as the “Little Princess”. 
[From the MTHA News, October, 2001.] 

An ‘Almost Pure’ Silver Dollar! 
   Canada’s 2003 commemorative silver dollar will be 
the nation’s first such coin composed of .9999 fine 
silver. The coin commemorates the legend behind the 
centennial of the discovery of the world’s richest 
silver mine, at Cobalt, Ontario.  
   The [1903] strike sparked a ‘silver rush’ to rival the 
Klondike gold rush of 1896, in the Yukon Territory. 
The dozens of mining companies formed during the 
great success in Cobalt spurred the continued 
exploration of the North and the birth of Canada’s 
mining industry. The Cobalt area has yielded a 
phenomenal 460 million ounces of silver.  
   The switch to .9999 fine silver is in recognition of 
the theme of the new dollar and is in effect for this 
year only. The silver dollar’s composition will return 
to sterling silver in 2004. Canadian commemorative 
silver dollars struck since 1992 have been composed 
of .925 fine silver, an alloy referred to as sterling 
silver. From 1971 to 1991, the Royal Canadian Mint 
issued commemorative silver dollars in an alloy of 
50% silver and 50% copper. The new dollar is priced 
at $22.95 U.S., and $33.95 Canadian. 
[Information extracted from Coin World, Feb 17, 
2003. I can already see the waterhunters planning 
another expedition to the north!] 

What a Difference 30 Years Can Make! 

1970: Long hair    
2000: Longing for hair   
      
   1970: Acid rock 
   2000: Acid reflux 
 
1970: Keg   1970: Paar 
2000:EKG   2000: AARP 
 
1970: Trying to look like Marlon Brando or Liz 
Taylor 

2000: Trying NOT to look like Marlon Brando or 
Liz Taylor 

[From the I.T.T.H.C. Treasure News, Sept. 2001.] 
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Midwestern Gristmill Yields Mexican Hoard 
   A hoard of 450 old silver coins, mainly from Mexico, recently surfaced. Used in U.S. commerce 
before the Civil War, the coins, discovered in an old safe, were hidden in the corner of a gristmill in 
the Midwest and last saw the light of day in the mid-19th century. The ‘gristmill hoard’ forms a 
fascinating time capsule of late frontier finance, when foreign coins circulated side-by-side with 
U.S. coinage.  

   A few of the famous ‘pieces of eight’ as well as many ‘two-bit’ pieces were found in a cloth bag 
together with an assortment of European and South American coins. None of the Mexican coins are 
dated after 1839, while one French coin is dated 1841. A small number of U.S. draped bust halves 
and quarters were present. Gristmills were often complete operations. Besides grinding corn, the 
ample waterpower turning the millstones often drove sawmills, too. The gristmill that yielded this 
hoard was built in the first quarter of the 19th century and ceased all operations not long after the 
Civil War.  
Farmers traditionally paid cash for the grinding of their harvest. We believe the miller culled these 
coins from change at the start of the Civil War. Foreign coins were no longer to be accepted as cash 
at that time (their legal tender status ended in 1857), causing most to be melted for use in 
silverware. Surviving merchant hoards such as this are quite rare.  

   From Colonial times through the first federal coins of 1793 and until 1857, a wide assortment of 
foreign coins from around the world circulated freely in America. Before American independence, 
they circulated in the American Colonies due to chronic shortages of coinage from England. 
Mexican coinage was preferred, along with Spanish Colonial coinage from central America and 
foreign coins of Europe.  

   When the U.S. government began coining, it took many decades to catch up with the ever-
growing demand for specie. Even though foreign coins were demonetized in 1857, they continued 
to be used in commerce in the rural areas until the Civil War. After the war, the demand for fancy 
sets of silver table, tea, and toilette items by the typical Victorian household caused wholesale 
melting of old foreign silver to make ‘coin silver’ and silver plated items common across America.  

[From the July 29, 2002 issue of Coin World.] 

Please Help! 
 We like our Probe to be interesting and informative, but my ‘stash’ of articles, tidbits, etc. is drying 
up. Please send or give me stuff of interest that you might find on-line or elsewhere. Share a web site 
from which I can copy articles. Hard copies are O.K., as Rick has always been kind enough to scan 
them for me. Even very short pieces are fine...I always have space for them. Best of all - personal 
stories of hunts, special experiences, hunts, finds, etc.  Jot down a few lines, or a longer story. Or give 
me some info. and I’ll help tell your story. We wouldn’t want to reduce the Probe to 8 pages.   Dave G. 
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Bold, italics indicates the 
winners - submitted by Rick 

Browne, June, 2003 

Coins  
Gold / Silver   
Pre 1900 Ray Dapkus   1782 1/2 Real 

   
Post 1899 Ken Gudernatch  1947 Walking Liberty Half dollar 
  Phil Skewes   1948 Roosevelt Dime 
  John McQueen  1943 "P" Nickel 
  Vincent DiBattista  1932 Washington Quarter 

   
Other   
Pre 1900 Richard MacRobbie  1788 Connecticut copper 

   
Post 1899 Michael Giannetti  Cloth wrapped cache with $32.79 in change 
  Bob Tulay   1910 "V" Nickel 
  Dave Gregorski  1909-VBD Lincoln cent 
  Carl Muller   1908 Indian Head cent 

   
Token  Mark Sutcliffe  Blank penny planchet 

   
Jewelry  
Gold  Bob Tulay   18K white gold with 5 diamonds (.5ct) 
  Ken Gudernatch  22K band from Birmington, England made in 1865 
  Mike Marvonek  14K ruby heart between 4 diamonds 

   
Silver  Richard Browne  .925 ring with crystal  
  Dennis Thorpe  .925 ring with onyx 

   
Other  John McQueen  Sarah Coventry Watch 
  Mark Sutcliffe   Catholic medal 
  Dave Gegorski  Bracelet with 6 stones 
   
Relic  
Toy  Vincent DiBattista  German Luger 
  Denis Thorpe   Matchbox Police car 
  Mark Sutcliffe   Lead cannon barrel 
  John McQueen  Matchbox car 
  Richard Browne  Wagon wheel - missing the wagon 

   
Military Dave Gregorski  Silver Army - Navy Production Award 
  Don Bogli   1863-1865  52 Cal. Civil War Spencer cartridge 

   
Other  Richard MacRobbie  Official & Diplomatic Service Button, early 1800's 
  Ken Gudernatch  2003 Key chain with picture holder 
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By Rick Browne 

Ray Dapkus, accompanied by his girlfriend, was swinging under an old Hemlock tree and thought his detector was telling 
him he had located another dime or shotgun shell. The trolley park Ray was detecting in, post dates the 1782 ½ Real he dug 
up. Ray theorized that the Real was lost when the area was farmland. A very nice find! 
 
Ken Gudernatch found his winning 1947 Walking Liberty Half dollar while walking in the salt water at his and many 
others’ favorite beach. Finds such as this one are getting vary rare even though it is Ken’s second for the month. 
 
Richard MacRobbie continued with this month with another VERY lucky day in a farm field finding a 1788 Connecticut 
copper. Just when the beach hunters thought they were lucky with Richard hunting the field, their luck changed as Richard 
announced the field has been planted and not open to him until the fall. I guess he’ll be heading to the beaches from now 
until the fall. We’ll all be glad to see him there, just knowing he is dreaming of the finds the field is yet to yield after this 
growing season and perhaps not listening to his Excalibur. 
 
Mike Giannetti has not come out of the woods since last meeting. This month he came out with a cloth filled with 342 clad 
coins and a shining silver dime, total face value $32.79. What a cache! But why would anyone pass up such a “bad” signal 
and then come back to it? Mike said it was just to have a Find of the Month entry. Thanks for giving the “bad” signal a 
second chance. 
 
Mark Sutcliffe questioned which category to put his winning Blank Penny Planchet in. Never faced with this dilemma, the 
Coin / Token was decided upon as the planchet was not yet legal tender and no other category fit its description. This was 
Mark’s second such find in twenty years of detecting, both finds were in Manchester. 
 
Bob Tulay found his first piece of gold this year in his 38th hour of detecting. The half-carat of diamonds (5) nicely nested 
in 18K white gold is truly a quality find. Bob may just be going for quality and not quantity of gold this year. 
 
Rick Browne was ankle deep in seaweed when his Excalibur came alive after an hour of detecting. A crusted over silver 
ring was recovered but was guarded by a crab. It took more time to remove the crust from the ring than the crab from his 
scoop. Only because of the ring’s size (12) and the large crystal in the ring did Rick spend over an hour in its cleaning and 
polishing. He used electrolysis and an 8 inch buffing wheel to bring the ring back to life. 
 
John McQueen on Memorial Day weekend got a Dime signal at a half inch. The rain did not make him give this target a 
second thought, but John was surprised to see a Sarah Coventry watch as he pulled up the dirt plug. 
 
Vincent DiBattista had never found a German Luger. He has now. Not only was it voted best of ‘toy’ category, it is an item 
on the club’s Level II Challenge List. Perhaps some student stashed the toy gun at the two inch depth before going into the 
school. A much nicer find than the 25 cent reading his detector gave him. 
 
Dave Gregorski, off the beach and on solid ground, unearthed a silver WWII Army – Navy Production Pin. The pins were 
awarded for Excellence in producing products that supported the war effort. Dave was using his White’s machine as his 
Minelab is feeling a bit weak and needs to be repaired. 
 
Richard MacRobbie brought an Eagle-adorned button into the light of day from the dirt of his farm field. The button dates 
back to the early 1800’s and was worn by those in Official and Diplomatic Service. It is wonderful to see such relics and 
knowing they will not just corrode away under some corn stalk. Thanks to the farmer and to Mac for bringing this very nice 
button back into view. 
 
This month’s Consolation Prize, drawn by John Hubley, went to Rick Browne for a saltwater find. His toy wagon wheel 
that is missing the rest of the wagon was a nice find from the days when quality toys were built. He only wishes he had 
found the entire Conestoga wagon. 
 
Our President awarded two Presidential awards this month. One went to Ken Gudernatch for his 1865 English 22K gold 
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 Attic Hoard Yields Unexpected Treasure 

Connecticut woman falls into $212,000 fortune in a suitcase - posted 4/22/02 
 

By Eric von Klinger 
COIN WORLD Staff 

 
As auction house employees sorted through the household belongings of an elderly Connecticut 
woman, the last thing they came to was a long-forgotten suitcase in the attic. To that point, the 
estimated value of all possessions toted up to $8,000. 
The suitcase appeared to contain some random accumulations: rocks, arrowheads, scrap metal, old 
jewelry and, toward the top, some collectible but common coins: older Lincoln cents, World War II 5-cent 
coins ... 
However, a glint of precious metals shone through from below. Found lying loose was an incredible 
array of U.S. coins from the 1800’s, many in Mint State. There was even an eight-coin 1882 Proof set. It 
seemed that someone had acquired the lot with knowledge of rarity but not much attention to 
preservation, Still, lying in long neglect, with no holders to protect them, numerous pieces remained in 
original condition. 
One of the employees at Nadeau's Auction Gallery in Windsor, Conn., is the sister of a 
telecommunications fraud management consultant - an avid coin collector and sometime coin dealer in 
nearby Sterling: John Frost. The sister called him. "I said don't touch them, don't clean them, leave them 
in the box," Frost related. As he gingerly removed precious piece after precious piece from the box, 
Frost put them in proper holders, later to catalog the U.S. material in nearly 60 lots for auction. Some 
coins were in low grade or scratched or otherwise damaged, but most were in what was described as 
nice original condition. As he went, he graded the coins conservatively and then gave the auction 
company an overall estimate of value. 
"Their jaws just dropped,* Frost said. Frost said he was flabbergasted himself when the coins went to 
sale. "A number of coin dealers and collectors attended the auction, and bidding was intense," he said. 
The highlight was a Proof 1843 Coronet gold $2.50 quarter eagle. "I was 99 percent sure it was a Proof, 
but for all I know it could be an early business strike," Frost said. He cataloged it as plain Uncirculated. 
When bidding was done, the coin sold for $66,125. Ed Nadeau, owner of the auction house, turned to 
him and said, "I guess we underestimated this a little," Frost recalled. 
After that coin sold, Nadeau told the audience where the coins had been found (by his son Ed III ) and 
"there was an audible gasp from the room," Frost said. In all, the hoard brought more than $212,000, 
including foreign and miscellaneous material cataloged by Nadeau. All of the coins had original toning, 
some spectacular, as none had ever been cleaned or altered in any way, and buyers clearly paid 
premium prices for this fresh material," Frost said. Dealers snapped up 'the bulk of the good stuff," he 
said. Frost participated in bidding and, though he specializes in the Barber series, was successful with 
$4,313 for the 1882 Proof set. 
Some other coins as described at auction brought these prices: 

1838 Classic Head quarter eagle, gem Brilliant Uncirculaled, $27,600; 
1862 Indian Head $3 gold, gem BU, $20,700; 
Three 1863 Seated Liberty, Arrows and Rays half dollars, choice to gem BU, $12,650 to $23,000 each; 
1876-CC Seated Liberty half dollar, BU, $8,913; 
1869 Indian Head, Repunched ‘9’ cent, choice BU red and brown, $1,900; 
1849 Coronet gold dollar, open wreath, weak L; About Uncirc. 58 - $3,105. 

[As printed in June, 2002 edition of the Colonial Treasure Hunters newsletter.] 
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 Lunch Money and Memories 

By Dave Gregorski 
 

The school was built in 1912, on an expanse of several acres. I was unfamiliar with the history of the 
property, except that it appeared the neighborhood was fairly old, too. For my first detecting trip to the 
site, I headed toward the grassy area beyond the current outfield of the baseball diamond (partly 
because of a tip from a friend). Swinging my coil as I walked, I found only a few modern coins in the 
first half hour. 
Then I got an ‘iffy’ signal that suggested something old and deep, though many times the target would 
be an iron nail trying to fool me. After hingeing the grass plug, I saw a silvery-looking nickel in my 
second scooping of dirt – indeed it was a 1942-P ‘war nickel’. A few feet away, a similar signal 
produced a silver-plated 2-piece button, around 100 years old. My evening was made…anything more 
would be ‘gravy’. 
The post-sunset sky was pretty, and the warmth of the spring day lingered. Life is good, I thought, as I 
hunted my last swath toward the truck. The light was fading as I got a confusing signal. The ‘pinpoint’ 
kept moving, and the ID tone fluctuated on my Minelab. Very common with a rusted nail – but I’ve 
learned to dig such targets. 
The hole ended up 10x10x10 inches, when I spied the dull, silvery disc peaking out from the 
impressive pile of dirt on my dropcloth. The dim light showed it to be a 1902 Barber dime. Rechecking 
the hole and dirt pile, indeed I had unearthed a second coin – a 1911 Lincoln cent. The good fortune 
left me feeling full – and also satisfied that I had persevered with a tough signal. Not a great find, but 
one anyone would be very pleased with. Yet as with many older finds, I wondered about how it got to 
be there, what the circumstances were in that late-Victorian time. I could envision the young boy in his 
period clothing. 
 
Though his Dad was the sole breadwinner of the family, his mother’s job was to make ends meet. 
She’d given him 10 cents to buy a full lunch at school, and he had let the dime join the few pennies 
already in his pants pocket. Sixth grade was still interesting as it was early October, but recess was 
always fun. Today featured a creative ball game for the boys, which was rougher than usual. His Mom 
wouldn’t be pleased with the dirt and grass stains on his clothes, but the first order of business was to 
get something to eat. 
Most kids brought their lunches, but the cafeteria offered snacks of fruit, cookies, and juice, and even a 
nice sandwich for those who wished it. The boy reached, and reached again into his pocket – to find 
only 2 cents. With diminishing hope, he went out and searched where he’d been playing, with no luck. 
Feeling badly beyond his hunger, he shuffled back to the cafeteria, wondering what he would tell his 
mother. 
He told his friends of his plight, and a sweet young girl offered him an apple, which he thankfully took. 
He spent his remaining 2 cents on a few cookies, and washed them down with water. Feeling better, he 
decided his Mom need never know what had happened. 
The dime and penny were soon covered with leaves of Autumn – and thus began their mysterious coin-
journey down into the earth. For the coins, time passed slowly with such inexorable, glacier-like 
movement. It was kind of like dreaming. The boy would soon forget his loss, his mind drifting to other 
boy-things, never realizing that his whole life was ahead of him. He could never know that in the 
future, a man with still the heart of a boy would find the coins, and remember. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS/HUNTS 

2003 Garrett Club Program: Please register all Garrett metal detectors purchased or received 
as gifts during 2003, with Garrett. If you make them aware that you are a member of YTC, 
Garrett will credit the club with 10% of the purchase price.  Obtain an application form from 
any YTC officer. This credit is used to procure the yearly Freedom Ace Give-A-Way detector. 
This is an easy and effective way to support your club! 

July 27 - 1:00pm, Keene, NH. Rescheduled BONE 10 Silver Hunt rain date (plus cookout). 

 At Robin Hood Park, Keene, NH. Regardless of age or sex, hunt entry fee is $20 each and 
profits will be donated to St Jude Children's Research Hospital. 1,000 silver coins and prizes. 
All attending the cook out & hunt with have an opportunity to win a Minelab Explorer XS (retails 
$1295 (donated by Minelab & Outdoor Outfitters). All attending cookout & hunt will be given a 
ticket for the metal detector drawing. Barbara Barker, (St Jude Fund chairman) will present the 
profits from three raffles & the BONE 10 Chinese Auction to a representative of St Jude 
Children's Research Hospital. And Bill Barker will make a presentation of finds from the site of 
the old Marlborough Meetinghouse to Richard Butler of the Marlborough Historical Society. 
The cookout is pot luck and all attending are asked to bring some food to share or pay $15. 
What to bring for the pot luck cookout? If your last name begins with letters "A to G" bring a 
homemade or store bought dessert to share, letters "H to O" bring a salad. Letters "P to Z" bring 
either, chicken, steak, Chili, Baked Beans, hotdogs, hamburgers, or a casserole. Contact: 
george.streeter@verizon.net, 800-447-6014. 
 

September 28 (Sunday) - Coin Show @ the Polish National Home, 60 Charter Oak Ave., 
Hartford. Free admission and parking - call 860-247-1784 for details. Doors open at 9 A.M. 

 
October 25th & 26th - Lancaster Research & Recovery Club Open Hunt will be held in 
Lancaster, Pennsylvania at the Lancaster County Central Park Environmental Center. This is 
our first TWO-DAY hunt! Registration starts at 8:00am on each day, Hunt starts at 9:30am on 
each day. There will be two main hunts, one Morning and one Afternoon on each day. (These 
are All Silver Hunts!) And an Optional Gold Hunt ($15.00 fee) with U.S. 1/10oz gold coins and 
New Silver Eagle Dollars and a Kids Hunt (up to 12 yrs old) ($5.00 fee) on each day; On 
Saturday between the two hunts there will be: a Fun Hunt (included with your entry fee) Food 
items will be made available for purchase on Saturday only. If you have any questions, feel free 
to contact us; Mike & Sue Race at 717-355-0691;  email msrace@hydrosoft.net or Jere 
Hambleton at 717-393-5175. Visit our website www.lrrc.org for directions and the hunt flier.  

Tidbit 
On March 19, 1831, the first U.S. bank robbery occurred. The bank was the City Bank of New York, and the 
haul was a whopping $245,000.  
[From the March, 1986 Probe.] 
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Minutes of Yankee Territory Coinshooters Meeting July 8, 
2003: 

The meeting was called to order at 7:10 p.m. with 36 members and 4 guests present. 
The Secretary’s Report was accepted as published. 
The Treasurer’s Report was accepted as read with a balance of $880.43 plus silver inventory 
of $217.80 at purchase cost. 
We currently have 71 members. 

Old Business: 
The Keney Park Outing was written up in the Probe. 5 members returned the following 

Saturday to retrieve a 1905 Barber quarter, 2 Mercs, 2 Rosies, Indian Head cents, a silver 
chain, and an ox ball. A creepy-looking bag of bones was found in the woods along with 
prodigious quantities of poison ivy. 

New Business: 
Upcoming Club Outings include Misquamicut Beach, RI on July 19th, Rocky Neck Beach at 
6:00 p.m. August 16th, and Cape Cod, September 27-29 (see page 4). 
Bruce Morris will be the August meeting speaker. He will discuss coin cleaning with an 
emphasis on removing iron stains from silver. 
Chuck is seeking donations for the Auction in November. See page 4. 
Rick Browne brought in some stainless steel sieves for giveaway. 
The evening’s guest speaker was Jeremiah Burr, organizer and sponsor of his popular Cash 
Bash in October. He favors making detecting into a competitive sport. He hopes to eventually 
see a nationwide metal detecting competition with points awarded at local events, culminating 
in a national award for the fastest detectorist. Guinness has offered to add the category of 
“World’s Fastest Detectorist” to its records book. Jerry held the record for fastest 
circumnavigation of the continental United States by car: driving through all of the states in just 
7 days.  This year’s Cash Bash will be held at Our Father’s House Christian conference center 
in Moodus, an old resort. Lodging is available for $20, plus breakfast and lunch for $5 a meal. 
More details to follow in the Probe, also check out www.nationalmetaldetectingleague.com. 

Michael Marvonek won the Attendance Drawing for one silver quarter. 
Jerry Burr generously donated several prizes that were drawn for: Ken MacMinagil won a one-
ounce silver round, John McQueen and Richard MacRobbie won hats; Gary (a visitor from 
Canada), Dave Gregorski, and Carl Muller won Continental Congress medallions. 
Dennis Thorpe won the 1881 Silver Dollar Raffle. 

Ray Dapkus showed off an antique BFO detector he found at a flea market. Tony Cwikla 
identified it as a D-Tex Coinshooter 1 with a 5” coil “Built in Texas by Texans”, circa 1960-65. 
Remarkably, it still works: it was able to detect a quarter at 2”. Tony explained about early 
“Beat Frequency Oscillator” (BFO) detectors. 
Challenge Master Dave Gregorski announced that Frank LeMasters attained Level 1, and John 
McQueen, Phil Skewes, and Dave himself reached Level 2. Dave donated his quarter to the 
Treasure Chest. 
The meeting adjourned at 8:54 p.m. 
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                            YTC Officers 
 
President, Chuck Anderson        944-9558   
         {ChuckAnderson944@globalnet.net}  
         
Vice President, Bruce Morris         212-2276 
                {brm1956@netzero.net}
                              
Secretary, Mark Sutcliffe                  860-647-7541  
                                      {Msutcl 1776@aol.com} 
 
Treasurer, Vince DiBattista              860-666-0270 
     {VDibattist@aol.com } 
 
Newsletter, Dave Gregorski               860-742-5836 
                                      {DGRookie@aol.com} 

Yankee Territory Coinshooters 
Code of Ethics 

Respect the rights and property of others. 
Never destroy historical or archeological artifacts. 
Observe all laws, whether national, state, or local. 
Aid law enforcement officials whenever possible. 

Leave the land and vegetation as it was. 
FILL IN ALL HOLES. 

Remove all trash and litter, take it with you when you 
leave. 

Remember that all coinshooters may be judged by the 
example YOU set. Always conduct yourself with 

courtesy and consideration toward others. 

Security  *  Hobby  *  Industrial 

 All Models in Stock * Credit Cards Accepted 

(By Appointment) 

 
Metal Detectors and Accessories 

Eastern Detector Sales 
Ed Grella   Phone -(203)- 
275 Beers Road        452-7366 
Fairfield, CT  06824 Toll free -877- 
                565-5556 

easterndetectors@aol.com 

Eastern Detector Sales 

METAL DETECTORS and ACCESSORIES  

J & E ENTERPRISES of  
S. Yarmouth  

Factory Authorized Dealer for Fisher, Garrett, Minelab, Tesoro, 
& Whites. Coiltek coils, Covers, Headphones, Beach & Water 

Scoops, Books, Etc., 

Eleanor Hube, 54 Old Main St. at Forest Rd. 
South Yarmouth, MA 02664 

1-508-760-2100 
Fax 1-508-760-3738; e-mail,  jetrhub@gis.net 

(Founding member of Yankee Territory Coinshooters) 

SALES, SERVICE & RENTALS 
Accepts Discover, Mastercard and Visa 

(Will ship UPS) 

To Yankee Territory Coinshooters,  
I recently lost a very special charm in the sand at 
__  Beach. My beloved Grammy had given it to 
me for a gift. Thankfully, one of your members, 
Mr. Everett Berube, found it 6 inches deep with a 
metal detector! If it wasn’t for your club, I would 
never have found my charm. Thank you, Yankee 
Territory Coinshooters and Mr. Berube.    
Kristy Slocum , Waterford, CT          (July, 2003) 
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Future ‘Fun Hunts’ 
For details about these hunts, call a club officer if 

you did not attend the August meeting.  

August 16 - Rocky Neck Beach 

Sept. 27-29 - annual Cape Cod Swing 
(see above, right) 

July ‘Fun Hunt’ Report 
July 19 was a sunny day, bringing hopes up for a 
crowded beach at Misquamicut in Rhode Island 
(remember, if one in 20 people loses a coin…). 
Upwards of 9 Y.T.C. members and guests ar-
rived around 6 P.M., and proceeded to fan out in 
various directions. 80% of the crowds had al-
ready dispersed. 

We gathered back at the parking lot at early twi-
light, and examined/compared our finds. There 
were at least 4 silver rings, and a beautiful 14K 
gold ring with 12 diamonds and a rather large 
green stone, probably an emerald. Everyone had 
a few bucks in change.  

Scratch tickets were handed out, but only one $1 
win-ner appeared, with one more ticket to be 
scratched. We shared a very nice meal after-
ward, at Paddy’s down the road. Everyone ap-

Cape Cod Swing 2003 
 
  This year’s CCS will be short and fast 
paced. I plan to meet all interested swingers 
on the Cape at 5:30AM and start hunting at 
6AM on the 27th of September (Saturday). 
Both salt and fresh water will be attacked in 
the three days, leaving the Cape after the 
morning tide on Monday the 29th. 
Saturday’s meeting place will be at the first 
gas station on the west side of rt.134 after 
exiting rt.6 at exit 9. They have coffee and a 
rest room. 
 As for lodging, I plan to book a room 
at the Bass River Motel on Rt. 28. Their 
phone number is 508-398-2488. This lodge 
has lower rates and is about ¼ mile east of 
where we have stayed in the past. However, 
they do not have an indoor pool or spa. You 
get what you pay for and all I need is a 
shower and a bed to sleep on. Two to a 
room is normal and price has been between 
$20 and $40 per person double occupancy 
(season dependant), a cot was an extra $15. 
 If you should miss us Saturday AM, 
try meeting us at the motel at 4:30PM as we 
head for the evening tide. If that fails we will 
be leaving the hotel at 5:30 AM for the 
Sunday morning tide. 
 As always you are free to come and 
go as you please. Hope to see you there. 
Rick (Browne)   

[Once again, Rick is kind enough to share 
his Cape Cod adventures with Y.T.C. 
members. I have been there with the group 
twice (or is it thrice?) in the early Fall, and 
had a great time, even found a few pieces of 
silver and gold. And I don’t even water-hunt! 
As added incentive, the group usually shares 
a meal or three, at places that have been 
‘scoped out’ to have good food. This year I 
won’t be there the whole time, but hope to 
hunt with the group for 2 mornings.  Ed.] 

P.S. If you have questions or are looking for 

Y.T.C. Auction! 
   Once again, Chuck Anderson will be 
facilitating a fund-raising auction, to help 
bolster the club’s treasury. The event will be 
held at the November 18 meeting (please 
note - this is the 3rd Tuesday of that 
month!).  
   Donations are requested and needed, to 
make this a profitable and fun time. Items 
are usually hobby-related, but that is not a 
firm requirement. Typically, there is an 
assortment of coins, books, artifacts/jewelry, 
digging tools, etc. Please get your donations 
to Chuck ASAP (phone 944-9558, or 860-
723-1095 at work). The Auction Catalog 
needs to be presented in the October Probe, 
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Buckle Mysteries 
By Dave Gregorski 

My most meaningful detecting find is an old coin, preferably a silver one. This is perhaps because I 

collected coins as a kid...and have resumed such, to a small degree. But when an old coin refuses to 

show itself, I do get some solace if an old buckle ends up in my ‘finds’ pouch. I’ve been averaging 

about 8 old (say, pre-1920) buckles per year, and one wonders how they could be so common. 

I mean, a coin is rather small by comparison, and I can see how a dropped one may be hard to 

see…and most times the loss is not realized until later, if at all. But you’d think buckles would be 

monitored somewhat more closely. Worked metal items must have had a special value during the 

early history of this land – they certainly wouldn’t have been discarded. And wouldn’t you suspect 

something was wrong when your shoe became loose, your pack fell to the ground, or your breeches 

came down around your knees? 

This prevalence of lost buckles has been a question on my mind for some time. (Detecting can, 

indeed, direct one’s mind in unusual directions.) I shudder to think that they are the result of people 

dying alone in the woods. Maybe they were carried as barter items, and were spilled. But if one 

were attached to a belt or strap? Maybe your imagination is better than mine, as to how one such 

could be lost. Anyway, I’m offering some of my found buckles as a reward, for anyone coming up 

with a plausible explanation. Such speculation would make a good story.      (-: 

Silver 3-Cent Pieces 
Many living today remember when silver jingled in American’s pockets, then disappeared as the rising price of 
the metal in the 1960’s led to a debased [clad] replacement. More than a century earlier, the country faced a 
similar debasement, not quite as severe. 

For a long time before the 1850’s, silver coins were worth slightly more, in gold, than their face value. 
By early 1851, $1 in silver was worth $1.035 in gold. The situation changed after the California Gold 
Rush began.  
Congress made a first step toward debasing silver coinage when it authorized a 3-cent piece that 
would be proportional in size and weight to higher denominations but was composed of 75% silver 
rather than 90%. The provision was attached to a bill lowering the first-class postage rate to 3 cents.  
The tiny coins were in great demand and stayed in circulation. At the price of gold, a dollar face value 
in them contained only 86 cents worth of silver. Fineness of the 3-cent coin was increased to the 
standard 90% in 1854, but the weight of the coin was reduced. 
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Bold, italics indicates the 
winners - submitted by Rick 

Browne, July, 2003 

Coins   
Gold / Silver   
Pre 1900 Bruce Morris   1873 Seated Dime with arrows 
   
Post 1899 Mark Sutcliffe 1907 Barber Quarter 
 Dave Gregorski 1944 Walking Liberty half dollar 
   
Other   
Pre 1900 Bob Ellis 1712 French 6 Dardennes 
 John McQueen 1842 Large Cent 
   
Post 1899 Richard Browne Wallet with $160.82 inside 
 Frank Lemasters 1902 Indian Head penny 
 Ken Gudernatch 1936 Buffalo nickel 
 Bob Tulay 1992  20 Groszy Polska money 
 Mike Giannetti Susan B. Anthony dollar 
   
Token            N O      E N T R I E S   
    
Jewelry   
Gold Ken Gudernatch 14K tennis bracelet with 10 diamonds 
 Dennis Thorpe 14K gold Bracelet 
 John McQueen 14K gold ear ring 
 Bruce Morris 14K gold chain and cross with 3 diamonds (17+ gr.) 
 Bob Tulay 10K gold ring with 3 diamond ‘wannabees’ 
 Dave Gregorski 10K gold ring with peridot stone 
   
Silver Richard MacRobbie Tiffany bracelet 
 Vincent DiBattista Sterling silver Timothy medal 
 Mike Giannetti Sterling silver bracelet 
 Mark Sutcliffe Sterling silver St. Christopher / St. Joseph medal 
   
Other Frank Lemasters Chain and cross with vibrant blue stones 
 Rick Browne Brass and glass ring (costume emerald and diamonds) 
 Bob Ellis Necklace 
 Ken MacMinagil Gold filled bracelet (1/20 14K) 
 Phil Skewes Irish Cladaugh ring 
   
Relic   
Toy Richard Browne "Cool elephant" with sunglasses 
 Mike Marvonek Cobra Hot Wheel car 
   
Military         N O      E N T R I E S   
   
Other Mark Sutcliffe BIG brass padlock 
 Dave Gregorski Victorian 2-piece button 
 Ken Gudernatch Woman's garter belt to stocking clip 
 Frank Lemasters BIG brass key 
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By Rick Browne 

   Bruce Morris was awarded a silver dime for his 1873 Seated Dine with arrows, his third month in a row of 
such a find. This month’s came at great personal risk as Bruce cavorted with traffic while detecting a grassy 
area between street and sidewalk. His CZ gave a faint signal at 5 inches and the dig was worth it. Bruce 
also dug other silver coins in the same park location. 
 
   Mark Sutcliffe unearthed a 1907 Barber quarter from 4½ inches with his White’s detector (actually, he 
used a digging tool).  Park maintenance at local park must have brought the nice find nearer to the surface 
as this area had been “hunted out”. Remember “No one gets it all” and “Persistence pays”. 
 
   Bob Ellis retrieved his 1712 French 6 Dardennes from a circa -1814 demolished house along with a silver 
dime. The University of Notre Dame coin WEB site was his next hunting ground to identify the coin. Bob 
enjoys the challenge of identifying a find as much as finding one.  
Try www.coins.nd.edu or www.nd.edu in your search for coin information. 
 
   Rick Browne, while water detecting and thinking of last month’s unearthed cache, got a signal he would 
like to dig every day. A wallet with $160 and change found its way into his scoop. In the wallet was only the 
money, two crabs and a nasty looking worm. A wonderful find that (unfortunately) could not be returned. 
 
   Ken Gudernatch while water detecting an area that we all have been to was lucky enough to get the 
signal off of the 10 diamond tennis bracelet at knee depth. His Fisher 1280 gave a ‘clink clink’ signal and 
not a ‘blam’ as Ken would have expected. Perhaps each link gave a signal. Don’t pass up the iffy signals, 
they might just be gold! 
 
   Richard MacRobbie found one of Tiffany’s silver bracelets, a heavy find to say the least. It was found at 
another popular beach that all club members have been to. Ruth suggested Richard detect the sandy 
beach, a wonderful suggestion. 
 
   Frank Lemasters took home a silver dime for his cross with beautifully colored stones and chain. 
Unfortunately Frank did not find the 14K or .925 he was looking for on the piece, what he did find was A V 
O N. A colorful find even though the mark of value was not there. Better luck next find. 
 
   Rick Browne scored again with his “Cool Elephant” with sunglasses. All the cleaning did not bring back 
the gold wash that once adorned the Big Gray Guy. The elephant is now just another trinket that will keep 
many other trinkets company on Rick’s shelf of winners. 
 
   Mark Sutcliffe returned to the FOM table to claim his second silver dime of the evening for his BIG Brass 
Padlock entry. A site under current construction, dating back to the 1660’s and west of the river yielded the 
BIG Brass Guy and many other relics Mark had on display. How many detectorists have passed up this BIG 
target or was it just brought up to the detector’s range? 

 
   As it has happened in the past, Bob Tulay graciously came forward to collect his silver quarter for a 
consolation prize. Bob loves to “loose”. This month’s “loser” was a piece of Polska money – whatever that is 
– a 20 Groszy coin.  
 
    This month’s assignment: Research Polska money and remember, you, too can find a WINNER. 
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Flotsam and Jetsam 

[ Mark Sutcliffe and Carol Janak sent me the 
following related articles. Read on, as this could 
be worth some cash for you! Bold print is mine, 
for emphasis.   Ed.] 

BOSTON ---Nobody won any money on this ducky 
derby. 
But oceanographers and environmental activists say 
the trans-Arctic voyage of some well-traveled bathtub 
toys, which passed by Alaska years ago, has taught 
valuable lessons about the ocean's currents. 
A floating flock of rubber duckies is expected to 
wash ashore soon, somewhere along the New 
England coast, after falling from a container ship en 
route from China to Seattle more than 11 years ago. 
The ducks -- their yellow coats now bleached 
white -- are stamped with the brand "The First 
Years." They are sometimes accompanied by their 
floating friends: red beavers, also now faded to 
white, blue turtles and green frogs, says Curtis 
Ebbesmeyer of Seattle, a retired oceanographer 
who's been tracking their progress. 
The toys were cast overboard in January 1992, when 
20 containers were lost in a Pacific Ocean storm, 
near where the 45th parallel meets the International 
Date Line. 
From there, Ebbesmeyer said, the 29,000 toys floated 
along the Alaska coast, reaching the Bering Strait by 
1995 and Iceland five years later. By 2001 they had 
ridden currents to the area where the Titanic sank. 
“Some kept going, some turned and headed to 
Europe,” he said. “By now, hundreds should be 
dispersed along the New England coast.”  
Ebbesmeyer said the toys have been a useful tool in 
teaching oceanography, and have shed light on the 
way surface currents behave. They are also a 
sobering reminder that about 10,000 containers fall 
off cargo ships each year, creating all manner of 
flotsam and jetsam. Fred Felleman, northwest director 
of the environmental group Ocean Advocates, said 
container shops carry 95 percent of the world’s goods 
and are stacked higher and wider than ever before, 
raising the odds of spillage in rough weather. 
“Some 30 percent have hazardous materials in them. 
They’re not just spilling Nikes,” he said. 
According to Ebbesmeyer, 30 percent of the garbage 
that washes up on the western coast of Great Britain 
is from the United States, while 10 to 20 percent of 
what washes up on the Pacific coast of the U.S. is 
from Japan. "When trash goes into the ocean, it 
doesn't disappear," Ebbesmeyer said. "It just goes 

     Rubber Duckies Map The World 
SEATTLE, July 31, 2003 
 
 
On what was, of course, a dark and stormy night, an 
unlikely traveler set off on an incredible journey through 
high seas and arctic ice--it was a tiny rubber duck. For 
more than 11 years now, oceanographer Curt Ebbesmeyer 
has been learning about movement on the ocean by 
tracking the travels of thousands of bathtub toys, reports 
CBS News Correspondent John Blackstone. Along with 
the ducks there are frogs, turtles and beavers, all 
victims of an accident on the high seas.  
 
"It's amazing what a duck can teach you," Ebbesmeyer 
says. "There was one container load of turtles, ducks, 
beavers and frogs, twenty-nine thousand in a single 
container that went overboard in the middle of the Pacific," 
he says. The small, plastic adventurers were accidentally 
dumped into the ocean in January 1992. Pushed by winds 
and currents the ducks were carried to Alaska where 
thousands washed ashore.  
 
But hundreds more would have been swept up thru Bering 
Straight and so far north they would be frozen in the Arctic 
icepack. Moving slowly with the ice across the Pole, 
Ebbesmeyer predicted the frozen flotilla would take five 
or six years to reach the North Atlantic and thaw.  
 
Now 11 years after being dumped overboard, some 
ducks have appeared bobbing off beaches from Maine 
to Massachusetts. Ebbesmeyer has faith that there are 
numerous ducks waiting to be found along the East Coast, 
though none have yet been recovered.  
 
If you're wondering how on earth a two-inch rubber duck 
could withstand being frozen for years in the Arctic ice, 
then be thrashed about during fierce North Atlantic storms, 
CBS' Blackstone found the answer. These ducks were 
designed to withstand the rigors of a two-year-old's 
bathtime. "Little babies can be very rough on toys," says 
Darlene Hollywood of First Years, the manufacturing 
company that makes the ducks.  
 
First Years is offering a $100 reward to anyone who 
finds one of the well-traveled bath toys. "It's really a 
critical piece of scientific data," Hollywood says. But until 
one of the toys is found, the journey remains theoretical.  
 
Ebbesmeyer now refers to the rogue floaters as "the most 
wanted ducks," and is appealing to everyone at the beach to 
watch closely this summer for blots of bright yellow in the 
surf, and help retrieve his rubber ducks.  
[From the CBS Evening News, 7/31/03. ] 
 



- 9 - 

August 
 

A Walk In The Woods Nets Colonial Coin 
        By John McQueen 

 
  

      It was on a quiet Sunday morning while drinking my usual two to three cups of coffee  
that I had thoughts going thru my head as to what the plans were going to be for the day. 
The first thing I had to do was to drop my son of at work for a few hours. I then figured 
that while he was at work, I would do some detecting for a couple of hours before he was 
ready to get picked up. So after dropping him off I headed to an old picnic grove that I 
remembered existed not too far away. When I arrived at the spot I was saddened to see 
that it was no longer maintained and had knee high grass . While contemplating whether 
to try to work some of the lower spots or to leave, I noticed a foot path that lead into the 
woods. I decided to take a walk and see where it lead. About 75 yards into the woods 
there was a clearing that the path went thru and to the far right hand side of the clearing I 
noticed a stone wall. Well I soon figured out that it was an old cemetery. After walking 
over and looking at that head stones I dated it to be a Colonial era site. 

 

       After dating the area I then went back to my truck to get my gear and headed back 
into the woods. My first stop was to detect around the outside of the cemetery. My first 
signal was a surface target that turned out to be a battery. The next signal was the one 
that turned out to be my best find to date. It was just at the entrance when I got a very 
strong signal and when I looked at the readings on my XLT it was +95.This is the 
dreaded ‘hot rock’ reading but it sounded strong and the readings never changed from 
every angle I went over it. I decided to dig it and buried six inches down I uncovered a 
large coin. My first reaction was that I had found a Ct copper by the looks of what I could 
make out and I put it in my pouch and continued on. Curiosity got the best of me so I 
headed back to the truck to put the coin in some water. Tried to go back and hunt some 
more but I just needed to find out what I had, so I packed up my gear and headed home 
to clean up the coin. 

          After a few peroxide baths and some cleaning with a q-tip it turned out to be older 
than I originally thought. The date was 1730 and now I was totally shocked. I thumbed 
thru the Red Book to find out what it was, to no avail. Went on the internet to the 
University of Notre Dame’s coin site and found what it was. It turned out to be a British 
Colonial George II Halfpenny. This is by far the highlight of the short time I have spent in 
this hobby. I will return to this part of the woods many more times in the future. As for the 
grove, that will have to wait for the spring when the grass is short. The one thing that I 
have found out is, that you just never know what you will find when you take that Sunday 
stroll. 
 
 
[John has been detecting for ~ a year. This is an exciting find, and the condition of the 
coin is exceptional. I remember finding my first Colonial coin...not knowing what it was, 
yet feeling it was somehow special. I remember the exact place, the details of how I got it 
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UPCOMING EVENTS/HUNTS 

2003 Garrett Club Program: Please register all Garrett metal detectors purchased or received 
as gifts during 2003, with Garrett. If you make them aware that you are a member of YTC, 
Garrett will credit the club with 10% of the purchase price.  Obtain an application form from 
any YTC officer. This credit is used to procure the yearly Freedom Ace Give-A-Way detector. 
This is an easy and effective way to support your club! 

September 28 (Sunday) - Coin Show @ the Polish National Home, 60 Charter Oak Ave., 
Hartford. Free admission and parking - call 860-247-1784 for details. Doors open at 9 A.M. 

 
October 25th & 26th - Lancaster Research & Recovery Club Open Hunt will be held in 
Lancaster, Pennsylvania at the Lancaster County Central Park Environmental Center. This is 
our first TWO-DAY hunt! Registration starts at 8:00am on each day, Hunt starts at 9:30am on 
each day. There will be two main hunts, one Morning and one Afternoon on each day. (These 
are All Silver Hunts!) And an Optional Gold Hunt ($15.00 fee) with U.S. 1/10oz gold coins and 
New Silver Eagle Dollars and a Kids Hunt (up to 12 yrs old) ($5.00 fee) on each day; On 
Saturday between the two hunts there will be: a Fun Hunt (included with your entry fee) Food 
items will be made available for purchase on Saturday only. If you have any questions, feel free 
to contact us; Mike & Sue Race at 717-355-0691;  email msrace@hydrosoft.net or Jere 
Hambleton at 717-393-5175. Visit our website www.lrrc.org for directions and the hunt flier.  

    Jeremiah Burr’s   CashBash 2003 

October 11-12, 2003  at  Our Father’s House, North Moodus Rd., Moodus, CT 
                (A 200 year old Resort) 

Free admission. ($10.00 donation per day would be appreciated for participants). Participants must 
pre-register by Sept. 12. Visit www.nationalmetaldetectingleague.com . For registration form or in-
formation, call 1-800-539-9297. Form for printout also available on-line. (Space is limited-register early).  
Rain or shine! 

Saturday, Oct. 11, 8:00am –4:00pm – Natural Finds Competition; Trophies and Prizes awarded – 
Judging  
     at 3:30pm. Hourly participation raffles. 

Sunday, Oct. 12, Family Day   8:00am – 4:00pm, Open Hunt - Free Metal Detector Instruction and Demon-
stration  

  10:00 - Planted Silver Hunt (teams & individuals); watch the Pros hunt for silver 
coins and  
     tokens redeemable for prizes. 

             9:00–3:00 Relic Showcase–View the relics found by Detectorists and Collectors 
            12:00 Judging for best relic showcase – Trophies and Prizes   



Volume 28              Issue 9       September, 2003 

Official Newsletter Of 

YANKEE  TERRITORY 
COINSHOOTERS 

FOUNDED JANUARY 1976 
Articles May Be Copied Provided Credit Is Given The Author and YANKEE TERRITORY COINSHOOTERS 

Yankee Territory 
Coinshooters 
P.O. Box 1811 

MEETING PLACE:          EAST HARTFORD PUBLIC LIBRARY 840 MAIN ST. TIME 6:30 PM BUSINESS MEETING 
7:00PM 

 
NEXT MEETING: 
October 14, 2003 

See page 2 for info. on local Colonial coinage. 
Club news, page 4. 

Some history on an ‘Excellence’ pin, found by 2 
Y.T.C. members...on page 5. 

Learn a little about ‘square nails, on page 9. 

FIRST CLASS 

MEMBER FEDERATION OF METAL DETECTOR & ARCHEOLOGICAL CLUBS, INC. 



- 2 - 

September 
 
 

 

Minutes from the August 12 Y.T.C. Meeting… 
...there are none. Mark Sutcliffe has had some health problems these past few weeks, and 

was unable to attend the meeting. We wish him the best for a quick and thorough 
recovery, so he can get back to doing the things he likes to do, especially detecting.  

We do thank Bruce Morris for sharing his knowledge of coin cleaning with us, using 
electrolysis. Bruce has experimented with many ways of restoring coins/artifacts over the 

years. [I wonder if he still has that case of A-1 sauce?  (-:   ] His demonstration at the 
meeting was interesting and useful, for those of us who like to improve the appearance of 

our silver coins, especially those dug in a saltwater environment. 

Higley Coppers 

   Copper, discovered in Simsbury, CT in 1705, became the impetus 32 years later for mine owner 

Dr. Samuel Higley to produce the first copper tokens in what became the United States. Higley 

worked the mine, purportedly smelting his own ore and making the dies for the token coinage 

that he would eventually issue. 

   The Higley coppers are also referred to as ‘Granby Coppers’, even though the area known as 

‘Copper Hill’ was in Simsbury, founded in 1670. Granby itself did not exist until 1786. The 

Higley mine was granted the first mining charter in America. It was worked for years because of 

the richness of the copper ore. 

   The mine later served as the infamous Newgate Prison during the Revolutionary War. The 

General Assembly in October, 1773, passed an act authorizing the use of the caverns and 

buildings in the Simsbury mines for the prison. Higley is reported to have perished in 1737 when 

the ship on which he was accompanying a load of copper ore en route to England, was lost at sea. 

Some claim that Higley’s work was continued by his elder brother, John Higley Jr., and various 

other associates. 

   Higley coppers were produced between 1737 and 1739, with known specimens bearing those 

two dates. There are no known specimens dated 1738. Two varieties are dateless. In all, 15 

varieties of Higley coppers have been noted to date. 

[Excerpted from Coin World, Feb. 24, 2003.] 
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                            YTC Officers 
 
President, Chuck Anderson        944-9558   
         {ChuckAnderson944@globalnet.net}  
         
Vice President, Bruce Morris         212-2276 
                {brm1956@netzero.net}
                              
Secretary, Mark Sutcliffe                  860-647-7541  
                                      {Msutcl 1776@aol.com} 
 
Treasurer, Vince DiBattista              860-666-0270 
     {VDibattist@aol.com } 
 
Newsletter, Dave Gregorski               860-742-5836 
                                      {DGRookie@aol.com} 

Yankee Territory Coinshooters 
Code of Ethics 

Respect the rights and property of others. 
Never destroy historical or archeological artifacts. 
Observe all laws, whether national, state, or local. 
Aid law enforcement officials whenever possible. 

Leave the land and vegetation as it was. 
FILL IN ALL HOLES. 

Remove all trash and litter, take it with you when you 
leave. 

Remember that all coinshooters may be judged by the 
example YOU set. Always conduct yourself with 

courtesy and consideration toward others. 

Security  *  Hobby  *  Industrial 

 All Models in Stock * Credit Cards Accepted 

(By Appointment) 

 
Metal Detectors and Accessories 

Eastern Detector Sales 
Ed Grella   Phone -(203)- 
275 Beers Road        452-7366 
Fairfield, CT  06824 Toll free -877- 
                565-5556 

easterndetectors@aol.com 

Eastern Detector Sales 

METAL DETECTORS and ACCESSORIES  

J & E ENTERPRISES of  
S. Yarmouth  

Factory Authorized Dealer for Fisher, Garrett, Minelab, Tesoro, 
& Whites. Coiltek coils, Covers, Headphones, Beach & Water 

Scoops, Books, Etc., 

Eleanor Hube, 54 Old Main St. at Forest Rd. 
South Yarmouth, MA 02664 

1-508-760-2100 
Fax 1-508-760-3738; e-mail,  jetrhub@gis.net 

(Founding member of Yankee Territory Coinshooters) 

SALES, SERVICE & RENTALS 
Accepts Discover, Mastercard and Visa 

(Will ship UPS) 

Please remember… 
Chuck needs items for the Y.T.C. Auction. See 
page 4 of the August Probe for what you might 
donate. The Auction will be at the November 

meeting, but Chuck needs to make up an auction 
list for the October Probe. 
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Future ‘Fun Hunts’ 
Sept. 27-29 - annual Cape Cod Swing 

 
See page 4 of the August probe for detailed 

information. 

        August Fun Hunt  
   Around 11 Y.T.C. members gathered on Aug. 
16, at Rocky Neck beach for a few hours of 
detecting. Unfortunately, after an hour the sky 
darkened threateningly. Lightning soon followed, 
and all retreated to the safety of their vehicles.  

   A few members had over $2 in change, even 
in that short time. The power lines above the 
‘high speed railroad’ tracks gave some machines 
a bit of a problem, with interference. As we left 
for home or a post-hunt repast, the rain ‘told us’ 
we’d made a good decision in leaving. Thanks to 
Chuck for organizing this hunt - and he had to 
leave a promising ‘coin line’! 

Some Things Salt Is Good For! 
By Dave Gregorski 

Too much salt in one’s diet may indeed be 
unhealthy for some people. Yet I found these 
interesting ideas in an article in my Hometown 
Shopper (March, 2000). You should know that 
the information was provided by the Salt 
Institute, which represents the salt industry. I 
would start with very little, and 
observe/experience the results. 

-add salt to a glass of red wine, to enhance 
the fragrance and taste 

-boil eggs in salted water, for easier peeling 
-a pinch will keep milk fresher, longer 

-prevent mold on cheese…add a pinch 
before wrapping in plastic wrap 

-alleviate sore throats; gargle iodized variety 
in warm water 

-for fresher breath, mix equal parts salt and 
baking soda in warm water, and swish 

-water stains on tables? Rub on a paste 
made of salad oil and salt, and let stand for 

~ an hour 

Silver 
   Silver has been known and used for thousands 
of years and was believed to have magical 
properties which could promote healing and 
bring good luck. In ancient times, silver was used 
for jewelry, ornaments, utensils, and as a 
substance that could be bartered for other items. 
This belief that silver had an underlying ‘value’ 
led eventually to its use as the basis for monetary 
systems such as that of the Roman Empire and as 
a means of paying for international trade. 

The discovery during the 18th and 19th centuries 
of large silver deposits in the New World, 
however, resulted in the conversion of most 
monetary systems to the gold standard. Despite 
the loss of its status as the basis for the world’s 
monetary systems, the belief in the value of silver 
remained. Until the Industrial Revolution only 
the elite were allowed to wear silver jewelry.  

In 1990, silver was produced by at least 55 
countries – Mexico being the largest producer, 
followed by the United States. Silver is the most 
reflective and affordable of the precious metals. 
Its lower price permits bold, innovative looks. 
Sterling silver is the standard of quality for 
articles containing 92.5 % silver and 7.5 % 
copper. (Foreign standards are .935, European, 
.800, French, and .880 or .840 for Russia.) 

[From the Treasure Hunter’s Gazette, 
August/September, 2002.] 
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Army-Navy Production Award 
By Dave Gregorski 

   Ken Gudernatch shared a Lakeville 
Journal article with me, that made a recent 
detecting find more meaningful. The 
November, 2002 piece focused on the 
wartime (WW II) contributions made by a 
local company in Canaan, CT – NELCO, 
which processed magnesium mined from 
Canaan Mountain. In 1944, the company 
received the “prestigious Army-Navy ‘E’ 
award.” 

   Of the 4,283 defense contractors, about 
5% received the E award. “The ‘E’ stood for 
excellence and award winners met a long list 
of criteria: quality and quantity of production, 
overcoming obstacles, avoiding work 
stoppages, maintaining fair labor standards, 
training, safety, effective management, plant 
protection, and use of sub-contractors.” The 
award included a 4-color flag, and  lapel pins 
for each employee.  

   So there it was, a pin of some kind. After 
digging 4 modern pennies in 90 minutes (I 
was still getting used to my back-up Whites 
detector), it was a welcome sight. I knew it 
was special, resembling a pennant, with 
some of the red and white paint still affixed 
(the blue was gone). A large ‘E’ was in the 
center. Turning it over, I first looked for 
confirmation that it was silver, and the word 
‘sterling’ was there. Also imprinted, was 
“Army-Navy Production Award”. There was 
no indication about the plant/industry that it 
was connected to.  

   In this age of hype, it’s comforting to know 
that at least at one time, awards were based 
on strict standards more than on ‘politics’. I 
know I would have been proud to wear this 
pin. Thanks to Ken for the neat information.  

P.S. Just ~ 2 months after I made this find, 
Don Bogli made an identical one! These 
things aren’t that common in the ground. 

Hoard of 2000-Year-Old Coins 

Amateur archeologists have discovered the site 
of the largest hoard of Iron Age gold and silver 
coins ever found in Britain, along with a unique 
Roman gilded silver helmet. The local 
group…discovered the site while field walking in 
east Leicestershire during 2000. A group member 
returned with a metal detector and found 
hundreds of Iron Age coins dating back 2000 
years. The hoard has been kept secret for three 
years. 
The large number of coins convinced the experts 
that this was a unique site that required careful 
study. In excess of 3,000 silver and gold coins 
have been found to date. Most were struck by a 
local Iron Age tribe, with the rest minted in 
southeast England. 
The coins were probably buried at different times 
as offerings to the gods. The discovery is being 
filmed by BBC television for a program to be 
shown in the autumn. 
[Info. taken from Coin World, April 28, 2003.] 

A Silver Surprise! 
A coin dealer recently plucked, from a bag of 
circulated Eisenhower dollars, a 40% silver/clad 
specimen dated 1977-D. The Denver Mint was only 
supposed to strike Ike dollars on the copper-nickel 
clad composition. The discovery adds to the total of 
fewer than 20 known such coins. 
A similar number of silver-clad 1974-D Ike 
dollars are known, and two silver-clad 1776-
1976 Bicentennial dollars are purported to exist.  
The dealer came across the specimen that had a 
silver-colored reeded edge instead of the 
copper-colored edge. [Ed. note – if in doubt 
about a possible saltwater-silver coin find, I 
scratch the coin’s reeded edge on my 
scoop...and the color determines what I have 
without harming the coin’s features.] The silver-
clad composition represents outer layers of 80% 
silver and 20% copper, bonded to a core of 
20.9% silver and 79.1% copper.  
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Bold, italics indicates the 
winners - submitted by Rick 

Browne, August, 2003 

Coins   
Gold / Silver   

Pre 1900 Ray Dapkus/Dawn Wilman 1820&30 Bust Dimes & 1838 Large Cent in  
one hole 

   
Post 1899 N O       E N T R Y  
   

Other   
Pre 1900 John McQueen 1730 Georgius II Halfpenny 
   
Post 1899 Phil Skewes Great Britain One Pound coin 
 Vincent DiBattista 1997 Russian 5 Ruble coin 
 Rick Browne 25¢ Bermuda coin 
 Bruce Morris 1905 Indian Head cent 
   

Token Dave Gregorski Softball medal 
 Bob Tulay Norwegian Cruse token worth 25¢ 
 Chuck Anderson Rocket Ship amusement park token 
 Phil LaPointe Lincoln - Hamlin 1860 political token 
   
Jewelry   

Gold Dave Gregorski Emerald and 12 Diamond 14K ring 
 Bruce Morris 14K band - 9.1 grams 
 Bob Tulay 14K Figaro chain - 41 grams - 26 inches in length 
 Phil LaPointe 14K with 18 simulated diamonds 
   

Silver Mike Giannetti Silver necklace with cross 
 Rick Browne .925 bracelet - 24.3 grams 
 Richard MacRobbie .925 ring 
 Phil Skewes 2 silver rings in one scoop - dry sand 
 Ken MacMinagil .925 ring 
 Ray Dapkus Victorian silver broach pin 
   

Other Chuck Anderson Gold plated ring with stones 
 Vincent DiBattista Cross Necklace 
   
Relic   
 Rick Browne Bear Britches from Disney's Tail Spin 
 Dave Gregorski Early Monopoly token - race car 
   

Military Don Bogli Sterling Army - Navy "E" Production Award,  
WWII (see article on page 5) 

 
 

  Continued on page 7 



- 7 - 

September 
 
 

 

By Rick Browne 

Ray Dapkus retrieved 3 1800’s era coins from one hole. “It just happened. It will happen to you. It is just part of working 
the woods.” With a nudge to recheck the hole a third time from Dawn, Ray’s persistence paid off, as did his wish for a 
Bust dime in just a bit better condition than his first, say ‘extra fine’. An OUTSTANDING dig. 
 
John McQueen won hands down with his 1730 Halfpenny, in great condition. His best find to date and he remembers 
the date and time of the find – Sunday morning July 13, 2003 at 9:10AM. A dirt path lead the way to a memorable day 
and a “hot rock” signal at 6 inches that he just had to dig. 
 
Phil Skewes one pound British coin that does not weigh a pound came from a local public park. The “pounder” at three 
inches could not hide from Phil’s Milelab XS machine. 
 
Dave Gregorski on a fine sunny day while all alone swung his Whites detector over a Softball medal and at an inch+  it 
was not a match for a fine detector and detectorist. 
 
Dave Gregorski stayed on the floor for his Best of Lifetime find, an Emerald and 12 Diamond (1/4 carat total) 14K ring. 
His big old WOT, back in operation after a trip out west for a tune up, sure sounded off on this beauty. The Minelab is 
not affected by the changing of the wet to dry saltwater sand and worked a wonder at the July Y.T.C. Fun Hunt. What 
FUN! 
 
Mike Giannetti found a silver necklace with cross using his Fisher 1280 at the water’s edge, while vacationing. 
 
Chuck Anderson lost 95% of his “pretty” gold plating on a ring with nice stones. His first find at a water hunt. 
 
Vincent DiBattista is looking for the forth wheel to his old truck. A school yard’s signal read as solid silver quarter at 3 
inches. What a surprise to find such a relic. 
 
Don Bogli found an “E” Efficiency sterling silver pin in a field. His Whites with a 3 ½ inch coil got between the growth 
where his larger coils did not go in this over-worked area. 
 
Mike Giannetti entered and won a silver dime with a wonderful 9th year Lake of Isles Boy Scout Reservation 
neckerchief slide. Boy did that bring back memories for all LOI campers at the meeting. 
 
  Our President just had to award a “Presidents Award” to Bob Tulay for his large 41 gram 14K gold chain. This was his 
second chain found this month, the first just happened to have a wedding band dangling from it. Let’s hear it for those 
that do head stands in the water, and for gravity! 
 
Dave Gregorski gave a bit of a history lesson on Monopoly tokens (play pieces) after his entry slip was pulled for the 
August’s consolation prize. One had to supply their own pieces in 1933, 1934/36 saw wooden pawns before metal 
pieces were included with the game in 1937. During the WWII years (1943 – 1947) the metal pieces were replaced with 
wooden ones. Post war games were supplied with metal pieces until the plastic pieces of today made their debut. In 

Other Mike Giannetti Lake of Isles Boy Scout neckerchief slide -  
9th year 

 Ray Dapkus 1700's Colonial pewter Tombac button 
 Phil LaPointe Porcelain disc 
 Chuck Anderson Long Stainless Steel Knife 
 Bob Tulay "Undercover" throwing knife 
 John McQueen Zippo lighter 
 Pam Giannetti cigarette lighter 
 Nancy Webb Rusty buckle 
 Bruce Morris Silver suspender clip 
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THE U.S. COINAGE OF 1838 
by Ken Camilleis 

 
 In 1838 the United States was just emerging from one of the worst financial disasters in the nation's 
history. Hard money was scarce, and legal tender coin (gold and silver) was very much in demand as specie 
for large and important transactions. There was even a shortage of minor (copper) coin, and private 
manufacture of one-cent tokens (aka "Hard Times Tokens") as a substitute exchange medium was at its 
summit in 1838. Such tokens, first made in 1834, were not U.S. Mint products, and many of them were 
satirical of those in government office and their policies. To mend the economy, President Martin Van 
Buren would have his work cut out for him. 

 
 From a numismatic viewpoint, perhaps the most interesting development in 1838 was the opening of the 
branch mints, three in all. Beginning in 1838, the New Orleans mint would strike silver coins with the 
distinctive "O" mint mark, and the following year gold coinage would begin in New Orleans. In 1838 mints 
were established in Charlotte, North Carolina and Dahlonega, Georgia exclusively for the production of 
gold coin. 

 
The half dime of 1838 was coined to the Seated Liberty design with the "No Drapery" subtype, which was 
introduced in 1837 with no stars on the obverse. At the beginning of 1838 the stars were added to the 
Philadelphia issues. In New Orleans, 70,000 half dimes were coined with the "No Stars" obverse. 
 
 The dime of 1838 was also of the Seated Liberty/No Drapery design, and like the half dime usually comes 
well-struck. The majority of dimes minted in 1838 were out of Philadelphia, although some 400,000 were 
coined in New Orleans with the No Stars obverse. Initially, the stars on the Philly dimes and half dimes 
were smaller, and later in 1838 they were enlarged. 

The quarter dollar of 1838 comes in two distinct types, as in mid-year the design changed from Capped 
Bust to Seated Liberty. Only one variety of the 1838 Bust quarter is known (attributed to Ard W. Browning, 
circa 1908). The Seated/No Drapery quarter of 1838 is known by varieties identified by members of the 
Liberty Seated Collectors' Club. All quarters of 1838 (both types) were coined only in Philadelphia. 
 
 The half dollar of 1838 is exclusively of the Capped Bust design, with the reeded edge that was introduced 
late in 1836. In this year is the first appearance of the legend "HALF DOL.''. The 1838 half is actually a 
cross between the 1807-1836 Bust obverse (slightly modified) and the Seated Liberty reverse, this design 
having debuted for the half dollar in 1839. Interesting die states have been observed in the 1838 halves. 
And in the 1838 New Orleans half we have a classic rarity - a presentation striking of which only 20 are 
believed to have been coined! 

The only silver dollar issued in 1838 is an extremely rare pattern proof designed by Christian Gobrecht in 
1836. It has been believed that only 31 original dollar coins were struck in 1838, although "restrikes" of this 
date were made in later years. None of the 1838 dollars were intended for circulation, although some 
undoubtedly escaped. The 1838 dollar has a reeded edge, whereas the first issue of 1836 has a plain edge. 
          (continued on page 9) 

The U.S. series of 1838 begins with the large copper cent, coined in an abundant (for this time) sum  
of over 6 million pieces. The 1838 large cent is of the style of Coronet with the "Young Head" that  
was modified in 1837. The 1838 cent has a line under "CENT" and typically has a raised reverse rim.  
Many varieties of the 1838 cent are attributed to specialist Newcomb. Cents were coined in Philadelphia 
 only. No half cents were coined in 1838. 
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The quarter eagle of the Classic Head design was issued in Philadelphia and in Charlotte. The Philly issue 
is relatively common, while the "C" mint mark issue is scarce with an original mintage of 7,880 and few 
high-grade survivors today. 
 
 The half eagle of 1838 was issued in Philadelphia, Charlotte and Dahlonega. The "C" and "D" issues of 
1838 are scarce. It is noted that the Classic Head half eagle, which was introduced in 1834 and retired after 
the 1838 production, apparently had the reverse die re-engraved, because 1838 specimens come with more 
of a point at the base of the shield. Choice mint�state examples of 1838 half eagles are hard to locate. 
 
 The eagle ($10) denomination was reintroduced in 1838 after having not been coined since 1804. An 
apparent abundance of eagles minted from 1795-1804 along with foreign gold equivalents was all that was 
needed until ex-President Jackson's Specie Circular executive order caused increased demand for such a 
denomination. However, only 7,200 eagles were coined in 1838 (all in Philadelphia), thereby creating a 
traditional scarcity; in 1839 and most later years the mintage of the eagle would be considerably higher. 
Very few mint-state specimens of 1838 $10 are known today. 

[From the M.T.H.A. News, January, 2001. The author has obviously done a lot of research.] 

Cut & Square Nail Collecting 
 
 Cut nails (aka square nails): 

Originally these nails were made individually by blacksmiths from square iron rods.  The rods 
were heated and the nailor would hammer all four sides of the softened end to form a point.  
The rod was then inserted into a hole in a nail header form or an anvil to create a head with 
several blows of a 
hammer.   
The blacksmith made these nails to augment his income when not doing work for customers.  
In the 1790’s and early 1800’s machines were developed to make the cut nails.  Round nails 
began being produced in the 1880’s. 
Ever wonder why nails are sized using the term "penny" (d) -- i.e. a 6d, 8d nail?  Originally 
"penny" was used to denote prices per hundred in England (the pence). The larger nails cost 
the customer more pennies.  
Now "penny" is a measure of length.  An 8d nail is 2 and 1/2 inches long. For Drawings of cut 
nails and more historic information, see the "Historic Preservation Research" site.  Cut nails 
are still manufactured for woodcrafters and specialty construction projects. Visit the "Tremont 
Nail" 
Company's web site and view their cut nail production mill and nail products. 
 
 NOTE: Square nails do not split wood as readily as round nails.  To avoid 
splitting wood with round nails, blunt their tips with a hammer. 

 [Thanks to George Streeter, editor of the Treasure Hunter’s Gazette,  for sending me this 
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UPCOMING EVENTS/HUNTS 

2003 Garrett Club Program: Please register all Garrett metal detectors purchased or received 
as gifts during 2003, with Garrett. If you make them aware that you are a member of YTC, 
Garrett will credit the club with 10% of the purchase price.  Obtain an application form from 
any YTC officer. This credit is used to procure the yearly Freedom Ace Give-A-Way detector. 
This is an easy and effective way to support your club! 

September 28 (Sunday) - Coin Show @ the Polish National Home, 60 Charter Oak Ave., 
Hartford. Free admission and parking - call 860-247-1784 for details. Doors open at 9 A.M. 

 
October 25th & 26th - Lancaster Research & Recovery Club Open Hunt will be held in 
Lancaster, Pennsylvania at the Lancaster County Central Park Environmental Center. This is our 
first TWO-DAY hunt! Registration starts at 8:00am on each day, Hunt starts at 9:30am on each 
day. There will be two main hunts, one Morning and one Afternoon on each day. (These are All 
Silver Hunts!) And an Optional Gold Hunt ($15.00 fee) with U.S. 1/10oz gold coins and New 
Silver Eagle Dollars and a Kids Hunt (up to 12 yrs old) ($5.00 fee) on each day; On Saturday 
between the two hunts there will be: a Fun Hunt (included with your entry fee) Food items will be 
made available for purchase on Saturday only. If you have any questions, feel free to contact us; 
Mike & Sue Race at 717-355-0691;  email msrace@hydrosoft.net or Jere Hambleton at 717-393-
5175. Visit our website www.lrrc.org for directions and the hunt flier.  

    Jeremiah Burr’s   CashBash 2003 

October 11-12, 2003  at  Our Father’s House, North Moodus Rd., Moodus, CT 
                (A 200 year old Resort) 

Free admission. ($10.00 donation per day would be appreciated for participants). Participants must pre-
register by Sept. 12. Visit www.nationalmetaldetectingleague.com . For registration form or informa-
tion, call 1-800-539-9297. Form for printout also available on-line. (Space is limited-register early).  Rain 
or shine! 

Saturday, Oct. 11, 8:00am –4:00pm – Natural Finds Competition; Trophies and Prizes awarded –  
            Judging at 3:30pm. Hourly participation raffles. 

Sunday, Oct. 12,   Family Day  8:00am – 4:00pm, Open Hunt -  
               Free Metal Detector Instruction and Demonstration  

  10:00 - Planted Silver Hunt (teams & individuals); watch the Pros hunt for silver  
    coins and tokens redeemable for prizes. 
             9:00–3:00 Relic Showcase–View the relics found by Detectorists and Collectors 

            12:00 Judging for best relic showcase – Trophies and Prizes   
1:00 pm - NMDL National Championship –Best 4 players from every state     

9:00 – 4:00 participation and spectator raffles.  //  You must order meals and lodging by Sept. 12, lunch 
$5.00, 
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                            YTC Officers 
 
President, Chuck Anderson        944-9558   
         {nlsanderson@sbcglobal.net}  
         
Vice President, Bruce Morris         212-2276 
                {brm1956@netzero.net}
                              
Secretary, Mark Sutcliffe                  860-647-7541  
                                      {Msutcl 1776@aol.com} 
 
Treasurer, Vince DiBattista              860-666-0270 
     {VDibattist@aol.com } 
 
Newsletter, Dave Gregorski               860-742-5836 
                                      {DGRookie@aol.com} 

Yankee Territory Coinshooters 
Code of Ethics 

Respect the rights and property of others. 
Never destroy historical or archeological artifacts. 
Observe all laws, whether national, state, or local. 
Aid law enforcement officials whenever possible. 

Leave the land and vegetation as it was. 
FILL IN ALL HOLES. 

Remove all trash and litter, take it with you when you 
leave. 

Remember that all coinshooters may be judged by the 
example YOU set. Always conduct yourself with 

courtesy and consideration toward others. 

Security  *  Hobby  *  Industrial 

 All Models in Stock * Credit Cards Accepted 

(By Appointment) 

 
Metal Detectors and Accessories 

Eastern Detector Sales 
Ed Grella   Phone -(203)- 
275 Beers Road        452-7366 
Fairfield, CT  06824 Toll free -877- 
                565-5556 

easterndetectors@aol.com 

Eastern Detector Sales 

METAL DETECTORS and ACCESSORIES  

J & E ENTERPRISES of  
S. Yarmouth  

Factory Authorized Dealer for Fisher, Garrett, Minelab, Tesoro, & 
Whites. Coiltek coils, Covers, Headphones, Beach & Water 

Scoops, Books, Etc., 

Eleanor Hube, 54 Old Main St. at Forest Rd. 
South Yarmouth, MA 02664 

1-508-760-2100 
Fax 1-508-760-3738; e-mail,  jetrhub@gis.net 

(Founding member of Yankee Territory Coinshooters) 

SALES, SERVICE & RENTALS 
Accepts Discover, Mastercard and Visa 

(Will ship UPS) 

Best Wishes  
and a quick recovery to  

Ruth MacRobbie, following her surgery, 
And to Frank LeMasters,  

following his illness. 
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Bountiful Treasure 
By Dave Gregorski 

   Every year, the Y.T.C. Cape Cod outing 
offers something different. My hunting this 
year was a bit limited, as I sandwiched a 2-
day golf outing in the middle. But the 
weather cooperated - the heavy rains we 
had in CT never reached the Cape. 
   The early going was difficult for me. My 
vehicle had a major problem, and you never 
know what to expect when dealing with 
‘vacation’ repair shops. I envisioned many 
possibilities, from being without a vehicle for 
days, having a very major repair expense, 
having to extend my stay, having difficulty 
getting to/from golf and detecting, etc. In the 
midst of this stressful time, I asked Eleanor, 
why does this stuff happen? Her answer was 
a wise one - to help us appreciate what we 
have, especially in terms of friendships.    
   And that indeed was the case. My friends 
came to my rescue, ferrying me to and from 
the garage, listening to my ’worry’, helping 
me move from the Thunderbird Motel to the 
‘golf hotel’, etc. And the recommendation of 
the garage was a blessing - not only did they 
find the problem quickly (broken brake rotor), 
but they fixed it in one day, at a reasonable 
price. Many thanks to Eleanor and Ken for 
their support.  
   And I know that others would have been 
there for me...the ‘main group’ didn’t arrive 
until after the problems were resolved. 
Unfortunately, I never got to hunt with 
several of the club members, as I had 
expected. But I had a great time hunting 
nevertheless.  
  My ‘finds’ were not outstanding - the best 
being a Standing Liberty quarter (1930), and 
a large Colonial button with a design on it. 
My only ring came in the last 5 minutes of  
hunting - and though I hoped it was gold, 
Eleanor’s magnet told otherwise. Yet the 
true treasure, as I’m discovering more and 

Y.T.C. Raffle! 
In lieu of the annual auction, your Board of 
Directors has decided to hold a raffle, as a 
fundraiser to support our treasury.  Dave 
Gregorski will be in charge of this event.  
Tickets will be available at club meetings, or 
by special arrangement with Dave - his 
contact information is on page 3. They will 
be $1 apiece, or 6 for $5. The drawing 
will take place early next year, to allow 
enough tickets to be sold. Best guess is 
February or March - you will be kept 
informed. 
Winners need not be present at the 
drawings, as names will be written on the 
ticket stubs. The prizes are wonderful - and 
it’s possible more will be donated. ~$180 
was forwarded to Dave to purchase the first 
3 items listed. 
 

$5 Gold Coin, Liberty Head, Ext. 
Fine 

1/10 ounce Unc. Gold (bullion) Coin 
1875 Seated Dime, Fine+  

1 Ounce Unc. U.S. Silver Round 
 Canadian Silver Dollar, VF 

 
One member had a great idea - he will be 
making monthly purchases of tickets. The 
price of gold is increasing, and the value of 
the 2 gold coins is currently at ~ $180. 

Lost & Found - Military Rings 

Anita Hubley passed this on to me. There are 
links at the bottom of this site for the other 3 

services. 

www.aog.usma.edu/class/lostfound.htm  
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Condolences on the Loss of a ‘Friend’ 
[The following e-mails crossed through cyberspace a few weeks ago.] 

 
 

Dave, 
It is with great regret and sadness that I report the death of my Tecknetics [metal detector]. She 
passed away silently a few days ago after a year of troubling shorts and a little smoke now and 
then. She was an extension of my right arm and whispered  sweet sounds to my ears for 1746 
hours. Her (9) knobs could be tweaked for any occasion and she never let me down. 
There will be no calling hours. A private sale has been arranged and the new owner has plans to 
restore her.(against my advice). 
  
Bob Tulay 

 
Bob - I know it's hard losing 'someone' close to you - you will always have fond memories of your 
time together. My condolences. Good luck in finding another machine. That may help heal the 
wounds.     Dave G. 
 
Bob - We all grieve with you. I know our detecting team [at the CashBash] will suffer, but your hurt 
is beyond measure. 1746 glorious hours of untold finds, perhaps you would  
care to share some of the more tender moments. 
Just as an aside, could Bubbies [Bob’s good-luck artifact] have poisoned her electrons? Her 
ohms, milihenrys and microfarads may have crossed the silicon junction a bit prematurely. 
It is with my condolences that I leave you and the state of Connecticut for 
a week of mourning. I will seek the truth in the waters of Oklahoma, God knows 
I can not do any worse than here. Perhaps Mother Nature will whisk away the  
sands of the beaches on the tip of the Cape just in time for a wild swing with a  
new detector...... 
Take care and may the new owner's phoenix rise again. 
Rick B. 
 
 [Ed. Note - Bob is currently researching for a new detector.]  

A Silver Surprise! 
   A coin dealer recently plucked, from a bag of circulated Eisenhower dollars, a 40% silver/clad specimen 
dated 1977-D. The Denver Mint was only supposed to strike Ike dollars on the copper-nickel clad 
composition. The discovery adds to the total of fewer than 20 known such coins. A similar number of 
silver-clad 1974-D Ike dollars are known and two 1776-1976 Bicentennial dollars are purported to exist.  

   The dealer came across the specimen that had a silver-colored reeded edge instead of the copper-
colored edge. [Ed. note – if in doubt about a possible saltwater-silver coin find, I sometimes scratch 
the coin’s reeded edge on my scoop…and the color determines what I have without harming the 
coin’s features.] The silver-clad composition represents outer layers of 80% silver and 20% copper, 
bonded to a core of 20.9% silver and 79.1% copper.  

[Information from Coin World, April 28, 2003.] 
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Bold, italics indicates the 
winners - submitted by Rick 

Browne, October, 2003 

Coins   

Gold / Silver   

Pre 1900 N O   E N T R Y  

   

Post 1899    Phil LaPointe                     1929 Standing Liberty Quarter 

    Bob Tulay 1924 Mercury Dime 

    Ken Gudernatch 1913 Barber Dime 

   

Other   

Pre 1900    Ray Dapkus                          1722 or 23 Woods Hibernia Penny 

   

Post 1899    Dave Gregorski British Ten Pence 

    Bruce Morris                1999 Susan B Anthony Dollar 

    Phil Skewes              200 Pesos - Colombian coin 

   

Token    Vincent DiBattista                    $1.00 Mohegan Sun slot token 

    John McQueen Arcade game token 

    Don Bogli      New York Subway token 

   
   

Jewelry   
Gold    Richard MacRobbie                           18K ring with 10 diamonds and a ruby 

    Bruce Morris                        19.5g with 4 diamonds - not marked  
    Ken Gudernatch  14K and sterling band 
    Camille Lord                         10 "Hear in Hands" - Claddaugh ring 
   

Silver    Courtney McQueen   30" chain with 2 rings 
    Raymond Dapkus             Sterling heart with CZ stones 
    Phil LaPointe                              Turquoise ring 
   

Other    Richard Browne      18K H.G.E. Lions head 
    Phil Skewes                              Cheap watch 
    Ken Krivanec              NY Yankee pendant on chain 
    Vincent DiBattista         12KGF Saint David medal 
    Dave Gregorski                              Dolphin pendant 

    Continued on page 
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By Rick Browne 

Phil LaPointe was in the cellar hole again on private property finding nothing. His next attack on the 
area was to circle outward at about a hundred feet from the cellar hole, and he hit on a good signal - 
the 1929 Standing Liberty quarter. 
 
 Ray Dapkus just cannot stay out of the woods. He even said he would be there while the Cape Cod 
swingers are getting wet in the water. When you come up with a Hibernia Penny, who can blame him. 
He loves being the only entry in a category, even with the outstanding 8½ inch deep target. 
 
 Dave Gregorski was on the sand looking for Bermuda artifacts blown up by the recent hurricane. Yes, 
it was to be, an English Ten Pence was there. He will be back after the next big storm surge.  
 
 Vinny DiBattista  killed some time hunting over wood chips at a play yard. He uncovered his excuse to 
go to the Mohegan Sun. Perhaps he would take some of those saltwater quarters no one else wants… 
 
 Richard MacRobbie said Ruth had already claimed the beautiful ring that came up from the dry sand. 
Richard almost broke the Labor Day pattern he was working, but decided not to. He continued in a 
straight line and came up with the beauty. It takes time and persistence, the first step is to go over the 
target. 
 
 Courtney McQueen’s first entry netted her a silver dime for a fine 30 inch silver chain with two rings 
attached. 
 
 Rick Browne hit the first drained pond of the season to dig the ½ deep ‘lion’s head’. He was so 
engrossed in admiring the H.G.E. that he did not see the silver ring laying a foot away. Bob Tulay 
scurried over and scooped up the silver ring, then continued on to fine some real gold. 
 
 Phil LaPointe is a straight shooter with his toy gun. The Extend did a nice job in preserving the rusty 
gun. 
 
 Bruce Morris came up with a Cape Cod musket ball from the salt water. He promised that there were 
still targets left for those going on the Cape Cod Swing. It would have been hard to tell from the other 
nice finds in his “goodie sack”.  
 
 Ray Dapkus, still in the woods, dug hundreds of Remington buttons before hitting on his 1700’s 
colonial button. 

Relic   
Toy    Phil LaPointe                               Toy derringer 

    Bob Tulay   Tootsie Toy oil truck 
    Ken Gudernatch                               Sand Shovel 
   

Military    Bruce Morris                              Musket ball 
   

Other    Ray Dapkus         1700's Colonial button 
    John McQueen                               Buckle 
    Dave Gregorski                               Lead seal 
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Not Redcoats, but souvenir hunters enemy of Stamford fort 
 
 By Kevin McCallum (~ July, 2003) 
Stamford Advocate  [Warning - another attempt to disparage detectorists, based on the actions of 
a few.] 
 
 STAMFORD - Fort Stamford was never attacked by British forces during the Revolutionary War, 
but 220 years later, the remains of the humble outpost are under siege. Mercenaries are taking aim 
at the Westover Road historic site but, instead of muskets, they are armed with metal detectors. 
Volunteers who want to preserve the site say the treasure hunters must be stopped. "It's theft of 
our cultural heritage," said Dane Pearson, head of the Fort Stamford Preservation Coalition, which 
looks after the property. 
In use from 1781 to 1783, the fort was staffed by about 300 men under the command of General 
David Waterbury, who was charged with protecting Connecticut during the chaotic final years of 
the war, Pearson said. The city acquired the property in 1972 from the former Goodbody estate, 
and over the years, efforts have been made to protect and enhance the site. 
But such efforts have been made difficult in recent years by the persistent presence of people 
prowling the grounds for buried treasure. Several times a year, during one of' Pearson's regular 
visits to the park, the 53-year-old Springdale resident stumbles across someone in the park with a 
metal detector or finds the ground dug up by what he calls "looters." "Some of them are 
Revolutionary War buffs who want to find a musket ball or something  like that," Pearson said . 
"You try going down to Gettysburg and doing this kind of stuff and see what happens." One small 
sign at the park informs people that digging is not allowed. Another sign - installed by Pearson near 
an area where digging had occurred - disappeared, he said. 
Some people, when caught, clearly know they shouldn't be in the park with metal detectors, 
Pearson said. One man who saw Pearson approaching ran to his car and threw his metal detector 
in the trunk. When cornered he feigned ignorance, Pearson said. "You know they know they're 
doing something wrong," he said. 
Others may be ignorant. Pearson came across a man digging up cedar saplings growing on one of 
the redoubts, the fortified earthworks at each comer of the outpost. The man claimed he didn't see 
any problem with removing the trees from "out in the middle of nature." “I said, 'You're destroying a 
wall that was built by an American soldier in 1781,'" Pearson said. 
The fort is listed on the National Registry of Historic Sites, but that designation is little more than a 
"planning tool" to identify something as historically significant, said David Poirier, staff 
archaeologist for the Connecticut Historical Commission. The designation does not carry the 
protection of federal law because the land is not federal property, Poirier said. State and city laws 
make it illegal to remove items from the site, but they are inadequate, Pearson said.  
Police have been less than responsive to his complaints in the past, he told the Parks and 
Recreation Committee of the Board of Representatives last month. "I have found people up there 
digging around and the police were called, and they didn't want to touch it ", Pearson said. State 
law poses problems, too, Pearson said, because the Environmental Protection Agency regulations 
that prohibit removal of resources from such a site place a high burden of proof on the 
complainant. The solution, he said, is to designate the site as a state archaeological preserve, 
which would allow the attorney general's office to prosecute offenders, he said. 
Yes, it's public property. A police car's public property, too, but you can't just jump in one and take 
it."  
Far smaller and less well-preserved sites in the state have received the designation, Pearson said, 
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That is what Pearson was request-ing of the committee last week, but it was not clear whether he got 
his message across. He was asked to return to the committee after he filled out a state application for 
the designation. Once the city requests the review, the commission will send a team to Fort Stamford, 
determine its significance, and place it on the next agenda, Poirier said. The designation will give 
Pearson the peace of mind he needs before undertaking improvements he has planned for the fort, 
including better signs, he said. 

Taken from “The Carnitine Defense” by Steven L. DeFelice, M.D. 
 

 Cardiac Elixir 
[Ed. Note - a friend swears by this, but this is shared for informational purposes only.] 

 
 Carnitine: 1500 to 3000 milligrams daily, divided into two doses, 12 hours apart 

Vitamin E: 400 international units daily (800 for those with heart disease) 
Folic acid: 400 micrograms daily  

Vitamin B6: 400 to 500 milligrams daily 
Vitamin B12: 500 to 1000 micrograms daily 

Magnesium: 400 to 500 milligrams daily, divided into two doses, 12 hours apart 
Chromium*: 500 to 1000 micrograms 

Alcohol: One drink daily for women, one to two drinks for men. A drink is a 12 once bottle of beer or wine cooler,  
4 to 5 ounce glass of wine, or 1.25 to 1.5 onces of 80 proof distilled spirits 

* only recommended for people with diabetes 
 

 An Elixir is a mixture of ingredients whose strength is in all the ingredients interacting and working together. It is a 
formula to prevent and treat heart disease. 

 
 Carnitine can protect the heart muscle against ischemia, or reduced blood flow, and cellular damage caused by 

lack of oxygen. It`s a natural protein-like substance found in some foods and manufactured in our liver and kidneys 
from two amino acids. It transports fatty acids, a source of fuel for the body, into heart cells. Your heart cells turn 

fatty acids into energy they need to stay alive and keep beating. 
 

 Vitamin E`s greatest benefit is that it can help neutralize the most dangerous form of cholesterol-low density 
lipoproteins (LDLs) before and even after they can start plaque formation in your arteries. E is a fat-soluble vitamin 

that neutralizes harmful free oxygen radicals in your blood. 
 

 Vitamin B Complex (Folic Acid, B6, & B12): The American Medical Association now considers high homocysteine 
levels (an amino acid) in your blood to be an independent risk factor for heart disease. The B vitamins (folic acid, 
also known as folate, vitamin B6, and vitamin B12) play an essential role in the biochemical reactions that turn 

homocysteine into methionine. Homocysteine can contribute to the formation of plaque in your arteries. The B`s 
lower blood levels of  homocysteine. 

 
 Magnesium either activates or stabilizers more than 300 different enzyme reactions, it keeps almost every cell in 
your body functioning properly, including the cells in your cardiovascular system. It can keep your arteries from 

constricting too much and prevent blood clots. About 60% of your body`s magnesium is found in your bones, 40% 
is in your muscle and soft tissue, and 1% is in extracellular fluids such as the blood. In the heart, magnesium 
stabilizes energy production, keeps the heart beating regularly,  keeps blood pressure stable, help reduce the 

possibility of plaque formation, and can help your body`s insulin push sugar into your cells. 
 

 Alcohol increases your high-density lipoproteins. Although in moderation, it lowers your blood pressure, it can 
cause high blood pressure in higher amounts. Too much alcohol interferes with the activity of most vitamins and 
some nutrients, including iron, thiamin, folate, vitamin A and zinc. It also decreases the tendency of your blood to 
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UPCOMING EVENTS/HUNTS 

2003 Garrett Club Program: Please register all Garrett metal detectors purchased or received 
as gifts during 2003, with Garrett. If you make them aware that you are a member of YTC, 
Garrett will credit the club with 10% of the purchase price.  Obtain an application form from 
any YTC officer. This credit is used to procure the yearly Freedom Ace Give-A-Way detector. 
This is an easy and effective way to support your club! 

October 25th & 26th - Lancaster Research & Recovery Club Open Hunt will be held in 
Lancaster, Pennsylvania at the Lancaster County Central Park Environmental Center. This is 
our first TWO-DAY hunt! Registration starts at 8:00am on each day, Hunt starts at 9:30am on 
each day. There will be two main hunts, one Morning and one Afternoon on each day. (These 
are All Silver Hunts!) And an Optional Gold Hunt ($15.00 fee) with U.S. 1/10oz gold coins and 
New Silver Eagle Dollars and a Kids Hunt (up to 12 yrs old) ($5.00 fee) on each day; On 
Saturday between the two hunts there will be: a Fun Hunt (included with your entry fee) Food 
items will be made available for purchase on Saturday only. If you have any questions, feel free 
to contact us; Mike & Sue Race at 717-355-0691;  email msrace@hydrosoft.net or Jere 
Hambleton at 717-393-5175. Visit our website www.lrrc.org for directions and the hunt flier.  

November 16 (Sunday) - Coin Show @ the Polish National Home, 60 Charter Oak Ave., 
Hartford. Free admission and parking - call 860-247-1784 for details. Doors open at 9 A.M. 

Gibraltar Wreck and Its Gold 
The HMS Sussex, a warship with 80 guns and 500 sailors, went down in a storm off the coast of Gibraltar in 
1694, with tons of gold coins aboard. The gold was intended for the Duke of Savoy, a strategic partner in 
England’s war against France.  
The wreck was discovered by the Odyssey Marine Exploration company of Florida – it took them 4 
trips over 4 years to locate the site. If it is the Sussex, the coins could be worth $4 billion. Odyssey will 
receive compensation on a sliding scale (depending on the actual value of the gold), and the British 
government will get the rest. Though archeologists reviewed and commented on the recovery plan, it 
appears some/most artifacts will remain in private hands, if the British government does not want the 
whole collection. For more info. about the 17th century expedition, see Odyssey’ website,  
www.shipwreck.net  . 
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Minutes of Yankee Territory Coinshooters Meeting October 14, 2003: 
 
 The meeting was called to order at 7:14 p.m. by President Chuck Anderson with 28 
members present and no guests. 
The minutes of the September meeting were accepted as published. 
Vince DiBattista read the Treasurer’s Report that was accepted with a balance of $857.17 
plus silver inventory of $197.30 at purchase cost. 
Correspondence: 
Someone forgot his Vibra-Probe at the Cash Bash in Moodus. 
Rick Browne brought in information about an upgrade sale on Magellan GPS units. 
Old Business: 
Dave Gregorski provided an update on the Gold Coin Raffle. Details in the Probe. 
Dave will present a program on fresh and salt water beach hunting at the November 
meeting.  
Several members reported on Jerry Burr’s Cash Bash event held at My Father’s House 
retreat center, the former Orchard Mansions Resort, in Moodus October 11th and 12th. 26 
YTC members participated. The Connecticut team was made up of the top token finders: 
Mark Sutcliffe, Rick Browne, Jesse Thompson, and Carol Kononov. The team won first 
place out of the state teams. The competition for the title of Fastest Detectorist was won by 
Rick Browne, who edged out Eleanor Hube in a coil-to-coil sudden-death competition. In 
the open hunt Mark Sutcliffe found the winning key (out of 100) that opened the treasure 
chest containing a U.S. $5.00 gold bullion coin. Bob Ellis took first place in the display 
contest and Ray Dapkus/Dawn Wilkman came in third. The winning finds in the natural 
finds competition were a 1756 Spanish 2 real in AU condition, a 1921 Standing Liberty 
Quarter in XF condition, and a squashed gold class ring missing the stone. None of the top 
three finds were found by YTC members, although Mark Sutcliffe found a heavy silver 
Kokopelli ring. Several dozen silver coins were found as well as a Large Cent and some 
Indian Head Cents. 
New Business: 
The Early Bird Dues Renewal Drawing will be held at the Christmas Party. (See page 
9 for info. and renewal form). Top prize is a silver half-dollar, followed by five silver dimes 
as consolation prizes. Dues must be received by the treasurer before the December 
meeting. 
Members are reminded that the Christmas Party begins at 6:00 p.m. The Hubleys 
volunteered to bring the meat platter and Phil Skewes will take care of paper goods. Grab 
bag gifts are suggested to be valued at least $10.00 and not include flashlights, batteries, 
or alcoholic beverages (see page 5). 
Bob Tulay related his very positive experience with the Fischer company after the handle 
snapped off his detector during the Cape Cod Outing. 
Ray Dapkus entertained the meeting with his story of how he found a Morgan silver dollar 2 
½” deep in a hay field where he also found his career first Fugio cent. The  Morgan dollar 
signal overloaded his machine: it sounded like a beer can. That shows that it’s not good to 
ignore big targets that you suspect are junk. 
Janet LaPointe was absent for the Attendance Drawing for one silver quarter, but Dawn 
Wilkman won a silver dime. 
Bruce Morris won the 1922 Silver Dollar Raffle. 
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                            YTC Officers 
 
President, Chuck Anderson        944-9558   
         {nlsanderson@sbcglobal.net}  
         
Vice President, Bruce Morris         212-2276 
                {brm1956@netzero.net}
                              
Secretary, Mark Sutcliffe                  860-647-7541  
                                      {Msutcl 1776@aol.com} 
 
Treasurer, Vince DiBattista              860-666-0270 
     {VDibattist@aol.com } 
 
Newsletter, Dave Gregorski               860-742-5836 
                                      {DGRookie@aol.com} 

Yankee Territory Coinshooters 
Code of Ethics 

Respect the rights and property of others. 
Never destroy historical or archeological artifacts. 
Observe all laws, whether national, state, or local. 
Aid law enforcement officials whenever possible. 

Leave the land and vegetation as it was. 
FILL IN ALL HOLES. 

Remove all trash and litter, take it with you when you 
leave. 

Remember that all coinshooters may be judged by the 
example YOU set. Always conduct yourself with 

courtesy and consideration toward others. 

Security  *  Hobby  *  Industrial 

 All Models in Stock * Credit Cards Accepted 

(By Appointment) 

 
Metal Detectors and Accessories 

Eastern Detector Sales 
Ed Grella   Phone -(203)- 
275 Beers Road        452-7366 
Fairfield, CT  06824 Toll free -877- 
                565-5556 

easterndetectors@aol.com 

Eastern Detector Sales 

METAL DETECTORS and ACCESSORIES  

J & E ENTERPRISES of  
S. Yarmouth  

Factory Authorized Dealer for Fisher, Garrett, Minelab, Tesoro, 
& Whites. Coiltek coils, Covers, Headphones, Beach & Water 

Scoops, Books, Etc., 

Eleanor Hube, 54 Old Main St. at Forest Rd. 
South Yarmouth, MA 02664 

1-508-760-2100 
Fax 1-508-760-3738; e-mail,  jetrhub@gis.net 

(Founding member of Yankee Territory Coinshooters) 

SALES, SERVICE & RENTALS 
Accepts Discover, Mastercard and Visa 

(Will ship UPS) 

Renew early - win some 
silver! 

 
Use the form on page 9, and send it 

(with your check) to Vince, our 
treasurer. Details and benefits are 
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STOP! 

NO Find of the Month for December!  
In keeping with Y.T.C.’s Christmas tradition, there will 
be no FOM at the December meeting. We will be 
celebrating the Holiday season with our party (see page 
5). Finds made between the November and January 
meetings should be presented at the January 13 
meeting. Challenge items for 2003 are eligible only if 

Find of the Month - Important Rule 
Please look at how the ‘finds’ are divided on 
pages 6 & 7 - there are 3 major categories - 
Coins, Jewelry, and Relics. For each month, 
only one find is allowed in each of the 
three sections. You must choose what to 
enter, and where. 

The FOM table (at the meetings) is divided 
in the same manner. Again, only one find 
may be entered in each of the 3 columns - 
Coin, Jewelry, and Relic. Please adhere to 
this rule, to be fair to other Y.T.C. members. 
Finds will be checked by the FOM chairman, 
Rick Browne - his decision re. placement will 
be final. If in doubt, please ask him - he will 

CashBash 2003 a Great Success 
Dave Gregorski 

We had one absolutely beautiful day, and 
one a bit damp. Jeremiah Burr, in his usual 
generous manner, provided a very old 
resort-site for detectorists to hunt - My 
Father’s House in Moodus.  

Good targets were not common, many being 
on the deep side. But some excellent stuff 
came up, including a silver two real coin, 
silver jewelry, and other nice silver coins.  

Sunday presented the planted hunts, with an 
abundance of silver coins and over 200 
tokens available. The tokens were 
redeemable for a variety of prizes, including 
a nice mix of old coins. The planted silver 
coins were for keeping.  

There also was an element of team/
individual competition - people/teams getting 
the highest # of tokens got to compete in a 
separate hunt for detecting honors and more 
prizes.  

Y.T.C. should be proud, that 2 of its 
members tied for first, and had a ‘hunt-off’ to 
decide the winner! Eleanor Hube and Rick 
Browne hunted the large field for one of 6 
remaining tokens, and Rick was the ‘lucky’ 

Y.T.C. Raffle News 
The Extra Fine $5 gold piece is here - a very 
nice 1906-D, Liberty Head design. All 5 
prizes (listed in the October Probe,) will be 
on display at all meetings.  

Raffle tickets are $1 each, 6 for $5. See or 
contact Dave Gregorski. The club has 
invested $185, with hopes of making money 
for our treasury. (Two of the prizes were 
donated by members.) As gold is increasing 
in price, the value of the 2 gold coins alone 
is now ~$180. Buy some tickets - help your 
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Happy Thanksgiving!       I Am Thankful For… 

…the mess to clean up after a party, because it means I have been surrounded by friends. 
…the taxes I pay because it means I am employed. 

…the clothes that fit a little too snug because it means I have enough to eat. 
…a lawn that needs mowing, windows that need cleaning, and gutters that need fixing because it 

means I have a home. 
…my shadow that watches my work, because it means I am out in the sunshine. 

…all the complaining about our government, because it means we have freedom of speech. 
…my large heating bill because it means I am warm. 

…the lady behind me in church who sings off key, because it means I can hear. 
…the alarm that goes off in the early morning hours, because it means I am alive. 
…the piles of laundry and ironing, because it means my loved ones are nearby. 

…weariness and aching muscles at the end of the day, because it means I have been productive. 

[From The Dirty Five, newsletter of the Illinois Treasure Hunter’s club, Dec., 1999, as appeared in 
the I.T.T.H.C. Treasure News, Nov., 2000.] 

                            Y.T.C. Christmas Party! 
 
 

Date/Time:  Tuesday, Dec. 9, at 6 P.M. 
 
Place: the usual meeting place 
 
Beverage: Coffee and soft drinks provided (NO ALCOHOL 
allowed) 
 
Food: Cold-cut/sandwich platter provided… 
 
AND.. Please bring a dish (hot dishes, salads, desserts) - please 
call Dave Gregorski (860-742-5836) to see what is needed. 
Warming pots/trays will be very helpful, but ‘hot’ dishes must be 
brought hot.  
 
Grab-bag (“Chinese” style) - Value, minimum $10. - NO liquor, 
batteries, or flashlights, please; preferably detecting-related 
(coins, display cases, equipment, etc.), but can be other (lotto 
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Coins  
Gold / Silver   
Pre 1900  Don Bogli  1852 silver Three-cent piece 
   Ray Dapkus  1880 Morgan silver dollar 
   Richard MacRobbie 1827 Capped Bust dime 
   
Post 1899  Bob Tulay  1927 Standing Liberty Quarter 
   
Other   
Pre 1900  Carl Muller  1852 Large cent 
   John McQueen  U.S. Large cent 
   Ken Gudernatch Pewter Large cent (counterfeit?) 
   Bob Ellis  1864  2-cent piece 
   
Post 1899  Dave Gregorski 1900 Indian cent 
   Rick Browne  1920 Large cent - Canadian, George V 
   
Token   Mike Giannetti  1930's ‘Sons & Daughters of Israel’ Token 
   Vincent DiBattista N.Y. city transit token 
   
   
Jewelry  
Gold   Mike Giannetti  14K Grandmother's ring 
   Bob Tulay  18K white gold, 8mm wide, wedding band, 14g.  
   Everrett Berube  18K wedding band 
   Ken Gudernatch 14K wedding band, made in Russia 
   
Silver   Mark Sutcliffe  Indian ring (Mexican god) 
   Everrett Berube  Sterling pin 
   Dave Gregorski  Bracelet with Turquoise stones 
   Rick Browne  Fire Opal Sterling silver ring 
   Ken Krivanec  Sterling ring 
   
Other   Vincent DiBattista Multi-colored stone butterfly pin 
   John McQueen  Child's turtle pin 
   Bob Ellis  Pin 
   
   
Relic  
Toy   Mike Giannetti  Tootsie toy car (dragster) 
   Rick Browne  CAT truck 
   Bruce Morris  Pokemon #135 Jolteon 
   
Military   Don Bogli  Connecticut Regimental cuff button 
   John McQueen  U.S. Army regimental insignia pin 
   Andy Weise  Button 
   
     
            Continued on page 7   

Bold, italics indicates 
the winners - submitted 
by Rick Browne, October, 
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 By Rick Browne 

Other   Bob Ellis   Purse 
   Bob Tulay   Woman's upper dentures 
   Vincent DiBattista  Ship baggage tag - Phil - Htfd - NY 
   Carl Muller   Buckle - Pat. Date: Dec. 16, 1879 
   Frank Lemasters  Peace symbol 
   Everrett Berube   Multi-tool 
   Ken Gudernatch  Silver? - sleeve button 
   Dave Gregorski   Colonial button with floral design 
   Richard MacRobbie  Buckle 

Don Bogli hit another old target this month. His 1852 three-cent piece came from an old farm field where he had 
previously dug another three-cent piece. The two were  ~100 yards apart. 
 
 Bob Tulay located his 1927 Standing Liberty quarter, with a borrowed detector, in a quiet place another 
member had previously detected . . .can you beat that? “No one gets it all” were Bob’s parting words. 
 
 Carl Muller, hunting in the same field as Don, came up with a winning 1852 Large Cent. 
 
 Dave Gregorski found a 1900 Indian head at this year’s C.A.S.H. Bash while listening for a silver signal. 
He believes all the silver, except for two reals and a few other silver coins that did not go deep enough, went into 
hiding, sending all copper coins to the surface. 
 
 Mike Giannetti found a Sons & Daughters of Israel $1 token from New York City, dating back to the 1930’s, at 
the C.A.S.H. Bash. 
 
 Mike Giannetti scooped up a grandmother’s ring, the second gold ring of the morning. The first from salt water 
and this from fresh as a beginner with a new White’s PI detector. You can bet he will join in on next year’s Cape 
Cod Swing  (read on). 
 
 Mark Sutcliffe always checks and rechecks the hole, even holes of others before passing on by. The big silver 
Indian ring was in a “dug hole” . . . can you believe that? His persistence paid off this time. 
 
 Vincent DiBattista dug his multi-colored butterfly pin from a school yard’s wood chip pile. He loves those chips 
and the “junk” you can find in them. 
 
 Mike Giannetti dug his Tootsie car and pulled together a “hat trick” with this winner. He is now a professional! 
 
 Don Bogli dug a beautiful Connecticut Regiment Civil War period cuff button in the same field as his three cent 
pieces and Carl’s Large Cent. Where is this old field? 
 
 Bob Ellis found the purse at a newly discovered site. Unfortunately the purse was empty. Perhaps the site will 
yield some precious metals in the future. 
 
 The Consolation Prize went to Richard MacRobbie. He hit “his” cut down cornfield and found the “losing” 
buckle. A few unrecognizable copper coins also were retrieved. It all added up to a silver quarter for Mac. 
 
 A Presidential Award went to Ray Dapkus for a fine 1880 Morgan silver dollar. The signal sounded like a large 
tin can. As signals were few, he dug the target and what a surprise! He had also found a Fugio Cent in the same 
area. 
 
 REMINDER: the FOM rules allow each member to enter ONE find in Coins, ONE find in Jewelry and ONE find 
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Fashion Trend May Benefit THers! 
By Dave Gregorski 

There is some potentially great news for detectorists…and thought you’d like to know. 
According to an article in the 8/18/03 Hartford Courant, celebrities and models are 
beginning to wear gold/diamond rings on their right hands, especially on the ring finger. 
(For centuries, women have worn such on the ‘wedding finger’ of their left hand.) 
Designers are getting in on the action, promoting this trendy item.  
If this catches on, think of the variety of ‘cocktail-type’ rings, etc., that will be there for the 
losing (and ours for the finding). Think, if the trend expands into having a ring for every 
finger! And if it becomes fashionable to show these festooned fingers off on the beach! 
We can only hope. 
I can see the waterhunters now, skulking in the beach parking lots, waiting for that 
telltale glint as beachgoers leave their vehicles. Then perhaps shielding these patrons 
from any cooling breeze, so they will be more inclined to overheat and take a dip. Then 
maybe even throwing them a ball, so they might engage in tossing it, with the hope of 
rings flying off wet fingers.  
This, as you know, is a desperate bunch. Their not finding gold each month is like telling 
them their vehicle has 2 flat tires. Will this new trend cause me to take up detecting in the 
water? NOT!  [I don’t want to deal with the parasites, crabs, sharks (the detecting kind), 

Some Unusual Laws on the Books, in New Hampshire 
 

You cannot sell the clothes you are wearing, to pay off a gambling debt. [Who would want to 
see that?] 
 
It is illegal to pick seaweed off the beach. [Says nothing about pull-tabs or rings.] 
 
You may not run machinery on Sundays. [Is a detector considered a machine?].  
 
In the White Mountain National Forest, if a person is caught raking the beaches, picking up 
litter, hauling away trash, or any similar activity without a permit, he/she may be fined $150 for 
“maintaining the national forest without a permit”.  [I’m afraid detecting would be covered 
here.] 
 
What you can keep when filing for bankruptcy:  one cook stove, one sewing machine, private 
militia uniforms and arms [“Live Free or Die!”], Bibles, one hog and one pig, six sheep and the 
fleeces of same, one cow, one yoke of oxen, and one church pew. [They let you keep a 
church pew, but not a metal detector??]  
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Membership Renewal Form for 2004 
Please use this form when paying your 2004 dues, and for information 

updates. 
Dues are: 
  _____ @ $20. First family member 
  _____ @ $10. Second family member 
  _____ @ $7.   Each subsequent family member 
  _____ @ $5. - Individual FMDAC membership (optional) 
 
      Total enclosed $ _______ 
 
If you do not save your newsletter, please pass it on to a friend. This is a good 

way to promote Y.T.C. and perhaps gain a new club member. 
 

Last Name: ________________________   First Name: 
_____________________ 
 
Additional names:  __________________, _________________, 
________________ 
 
Address: 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
City: ____________________________  State: ________________ Zip: 
___________ 
 

Your membership expires on Dec. 31, 2003! A one month grace-period allows you 
to receive a January Probe, but if you’re not renewed by Jan. 31, you will not receive a 
February newsletter. As a bonus for early renewal, (received by Dec. 6, before the 
Christmas party), you will be eligible for the Early Bird Silver Coin raffle, to be held at the 
Christmas party on Dec. 9. Fill out and mail the above form (with your check) so that Vince 
DiBattista, our treasurer, will receive it well before the party.  
Mail to:  Yankee Territory Coinshooters, P.O. Box 1811, Hartford, CT  06144-1811 
    Make check payable to: YTC (or full club name) 
Membership benefits - monthly meetings and newsletter (Probe), Find of the Month and 
yearly Challenge contests (with prizes of silver coins), member and guest speakers, 
information on detecting and related equipment, refreshments and members’ prize drawings 
at meetings, raffles, ‘members only’ hunts, friendship and camaraderie around this wonderful 
hobby. Membership in the Federation of Metal Detector and Archeological Clubs, Inc. will 
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UPCOMING EVENTS/HUNTS 

2003 Garrett Club Program: Please register all Garrett metal detectors purchased or received 
as gifts during 2003, with Garrett. If you make them aware that you are a member of YTC, 
Garrett will credit the club with 10% of the purchase price.  Obtain an application form from 
any YTC officer. This credit is used to procure the yearly Freedom Ace Give-A-Way detector. 
This is an easy and effective way to support your club! 

November 16 (Sunday) - Coin Show @ the Polish National Home, 60 Charter Oak Ave., 
Hartford. Free admission and parking - call 860-247-1784 for details. Doors open at 9 A.M. 

December 9 - Y.T.C. Christmas Party!  See page 5 for details. 
 
March 28, 2004 (Sunday) - 31st annual Coin Show; 70 tables - Willimantic, Prospect St. 
School gym. 9-4, free admission. 233 Prospect St. corner of High St. Sponsored by the 
Mansfield Numismatic Society. Known as the ‘Biggest little coin and paper money show in New 
England’.  

MATH PROBLEM 
 
Ever wonder about those people who say they give more than 100%? We have all been to those 
meetings where someone wants over 100%. How about achieving 103%? 
 
What makes life 100% ? Here's a little math that might prove helpful.  If: 
A B  C D  E  F G  H  I   J     K   L    M   N    O    P   Q    R    S   T    U  V    W   X   Y   Z    is represented as: 
1  2  3  4  5  6  7   8  9 10   11  12  13  14  15   16  17  18   19  20  21 22  23  24 25  26. 
 
then: 
K    N    O    W    L    E    D    G   E 
11  14  15   23   12   5    4     7   5  =  96% 
 
H    A    R    D    W    O    R    K 
8    1    18   4    23   15   18   11  =  98% 
 
But, 
A    T    T    I    T    U    D    E 
1    20  20  9   20  21   4    5  =  100%      AND, 
 
B    U    L    L    S    H    I    T 
2    21  12  12  19   8    9   20  =  103% 
 
So, it stands to reason that hard work and knowledge will get you close, attitude will get you there, 
but bullshit will put you over the top. And look how far ass kissing will take you. 
 
A    S    S    K    I    S    S    I    N    G 
1    19  19  11   9  19   19   9  14    7  =  127 % 
 
[Rick Browne pulled this off the Internet. The originator needs to get a life!]   
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Minutes of Yankee Territory Coinshooters meeting November 18, 2003: 
 
 President Chuck Anderson called the monthly meeting to order at 7:06 p.m. with 25 
members and 1 guest present. 
The Secretary’s Report was accepted as published. 
The Treasurer’s Report was accepted as read with a balance of $915.63 plus silver 

inventory of $179.77 at purchase cost. 
Old Business: 
The subjects of the Library donation and Channel 3 Kids Camp will be taken up at the 
January meeting. 
Dave Gregorski will try to coordinate the dishes for the Christmas Party. 
The entries for Early Bird Dues Renewal Drawing must be in to the Treasurer before the 
December meeting. 
We need 5 paid up FMDAC memberships by January 1st to qualify for their Early Dues 
Renewal Drawing. 
Discussed the order of drawing for the Gold Coin Raffle. It was pointed out that if the 

second-prize winner is drawn first, it takes that entry out of the running for first place. 
Dave Gregorski will take the issue under advisement. 

New Business: 
No word has been received regarding the outcome of FMDAC Chapter elections. 
Rick Browne played a tape recording of the Budweiser “Metal Detector Guy” radio 
advertisement. 
In the Attendance Drawing for 2 silver quarters: Paul Miller was absent; Mike Giannetti 
won a silver dime. 
Ken Gudernatch won the 50/50 Drawing. 
Don Bogli won the 1896 Silver Dollar Raffle. 
Tony Cwikla and Courtney McQueen won calendars in a runners-up drawing. 
Tony Cwikla donated a silver round to the Treasure Chest and presented a program on 
the new White’s DFX. This detector has the capability to operate on 3 KHz (best for coins 
and silver) or 15 KHz (best for gold) or both. Older White’s machines operated at 6.59 
KHz. It also features an adjustable sweep speed. It’s not as good as the Fischer 
Coinstrike at differentiating between close targets, but does enable you to find out how 
“bad” (mineralized) the ground is. 
Dave Gregorski gave a presentation on saltwater beach detecting, especially in winter. 
One key to success is to sweep your coil level with the surface of the sand. Don’t allow 
the coil to rise up in the air at the ends of your sweeps. One of his favorite spots is just 
above the high tide line. As you revisit the same beach, look for things that are different 
such as cuts in the beach, exposed pilings, rocks, etc. If your detector can handle it, look 
for areas of “black” sand. That is heavy mineralized sand that is often reddish, maroon, or 
purple in color. Use a small plastic toy sand shovel to find earring backs and bits of 
shrapnel that keep falling through your sand sifter. 
Ken Gudernatch displayed his finds from a recent 3-week stint on Cape Cod. 
Challenge Master Dave Gregorski reported that Mark Sutcliffe attained Levels 1, 2, and 3 
of the Challenge. 
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                            YTC Officers 
 
President, Chuck Anderson        944-9558   
         {nlsanderson@sbcglobalnet.net}  
         
Vice President, Bruce Morris         212-2276 
                {brm1956@netzero.net}
                              
Secretary, Mark Sutcliffe                  860-647-7541  
                                      {Msutcl 1776@aol.com} 
 
Treasurer, Vince DiBattista              860-666-0270 
     {VDibattist@aol.com } 
 
Newsletter, Dave Gregorski               860-742-5836 
                                      {DGRookie@aol.com} 

Yankee Territory Coinshooters 
Code of Ethics 

Respect the rights and property of others. 
Never destroy historical or archeological artifacts. 
Observe all laws, whether national, state, or local. 
Aid law enforcement officials whenever possible. 

Leave the land and vegetation as it was. 
FILL IN ALL HOLES. 

Remove all trash and litter, take it with you when you 
leave. 

Remember that all coinshooters may be judged by the 
example YOU set. Always conduct yourself with 

courtesy and consideration toward others. 

METAL DETECTORS and ACCESSORIES  

J & E ENTERPRISES of  
S. Yarmouth  

Factory Authorized Dealer for Fisher, Garrett, Minelab, Tesoro, 
& Whites. Coiltek coils, Covers, Headphones, Beach & Water 

Scoops, Books, Etc., 

Eleanor Hube, 54 Old Main St. at Forest Rd. 
South Yarmouth, MA 02664 

1-508-760-2100 
Fax 1-508-760-3738; e-mail,  jetrhub@gis.net 

(Founding member of Yankee Territory Coinshooters) 

SALES, SERVICE & RENTALS 
Accepts Discover, Mastercard and Visa 

(Will ship UPS) 

Y.T.C. Elections 
Please think about supporting your club 
by helping with the ‘work’. Things you 

like don’t happen by themselves. 
Elections for officers and various 

chairpersons will be held this coming 
March. 

Eastern Detector Sales is  
GOING OUT of 

BUSINESS! 
Ed Grella has a good 

number of detectors to sell, 
along with many 

accessories. This might be a 
good time to buy a 

Christmas gift for yourself! 
Call him on his cellphone :  
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 $150,000 IN CASH STASHED IN CEILING 
 
 The discovery of $150,000 in an old house 
has led to a battle over who gets the cash. 
The money was discovered last fall when 
remodeler Jeffrey Picklo of suburban 
Wickliffe punched through the ceiling in the 
home. 
 
 The money has been claimed by Mr. Picklo, 
who already has spent $30,000; by the man 
who hired him, homeowner Brian Williams; 
by the house's former owner; and by the heir 
to an owner who died 45 years ago. 
 
 The multicolored, 1930s-era bills apparently 
were hidden in the ceiling in 12 cans. 
Because the bills have different colors and 
markings than modern cash, workers at 
Dave's Supermarket in Cleveland thought 
they were phony when Mr. Picklo tried to 
spend them there last month. The workers 
called police, who summoned the Secret 
Service. 
 
 The cash includes five $500 bills and nine 
$1,000 bills, denominations last printed in 
1945. 
Wickliffe police Detective Ahmed Mohamed 
said the money was placed above a wall 
between the kitchen and bathroom. Found 
with the cash were a Social Security card 
and citizenship papers for Louise Stamberg, 
who emigrated from Yugoslavia and bought 
the house in the early 1900s. 
 
Detective Mohamed said the stash totaled 
$121,019, not including what Mr. Picklo 
spent to buy a van, to shop, and to pay 
some debts of family members. 
 
 Wickliffe Prosecutor William Gargiulo said 
Mr. Picklo did not commit a crime, though it's 
possible the court would order him to repay 
money. "The general law in Ohio is lost 
property goes back to the owner," Mr. 
Gargiulo said. "With abandoned property, it's 

ARUBA on Mother’s Day 
 
   If you are interested in a week of fun, sea, 
sun and detecting in Aruba, let me know. 
Jane and I are planning a trip, leaving 
Bradley on May 9th, returning on the 16th. 
The “all inclusive” plan at the Holiday Sun 
Spree should cost approximately $1380 (list 
$1630) per person, including the $81 airport 
tax, but not parking or insurance.  
   Just about everything is included: air fare, 
hotel, all the food and drink you can 
consume, theme nights, and entertainment; 
golf and tennis are available. Day-trips, one 
for shopping, one to a butterfly museum, one 
to a money museum and one Explore Aruba 
Tour (to detect Baby Beach), are on the 
agenda at an extra cost.  
   See me at a meeting or contact me and I’ll 
give you more information. Payment is 
required by mid-January, 2004. 

Gold Coin Raffle News 
 
   Having the $5 gold piece to show, 
sparked an interest in buying tickets 
at the November meeting. It’s a nice 
coin. 
   My first thought was to introduce 
some ‘drama’ into the drawing, by 
starting with the 5th place coin, and 
working down to the $5 gold piece. 
Even a fifth-place winner would still 
have a shot at the $5 gold, assuming 
he/she had bought more than one 
ticket.  
   Since this impacts club members 
directly, any suggestions/thoughts are 
welcome, towards an equitable way of 
drawing that still maintains the 
‘drama’. 
Sales will continue at least through 
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 Detecting a Lot of Baloney 

By Mark Sutcliffe 
     I recently got a frantic call at about 4:30 Friday afternoon (summer, 2003) from the owner 
of a meat packing plant. He was in desperate need of someone with a metal detector to scan 
several tons of meat products. He explained that the company grinds up “spare parts” to 
make pet food. At the end of the day, workers cleaning the grinder discovered that a chunk of 
metal had broken off of a stainless steel auger and been packed into one of thousands of 
four-inch diameter pet food “sausages.” He wondered if I could help them out because if they 
couldn’t locate and retrieve the metal piece, they would have to destroy the whole lot. 
     I wasted no time getting there and was ushered into a spotless fog-shrouded cooler. 
Though it was a warm summer afternoon I was glad I wore a warm jacket. The owner showed 
me the broken auger. A chunk of heavy steel about a quarter of an inch thick and the 
diameter of a nickel was missing from one end. I explained that I had never done anything like 
this before, and couldn’t guarantee success. I was even more doubtful when I saw that the 
ends of each “sausage” were secured by small aluminum clips. He said he was willing to try 
anything: even if it meant having the employees squish tons of processed meat through their 
fingers to find the broken part!  
     I knew that it would be a real challenge to find a piece of stainless steel that small, 
especially since I normally try to discriminate against steel. Fortunately, I had thought to chop 
off a piece from a stainless steel spoon handle before I left home. I ground balanced my trusty 
White’s Eagle II SL, turned off the discrimination, and tested it on the spoon handle. It 
beeped.  
     Workers first spread cardboard on the concrete floor on which to lay the “sausages”. One 
sweep of the searchcoil told me that wouldn’t work because I was picking up the steel rebar in 
the floor. So, they set up a platform of boxes and cardboard on which to spread out the jumbo 
wieners. 
     As the workers broke open boxes and laid out the “product” in front of me, I scanned it in 
two directions. It was difficult to operate without discrimination with so much steel equipment 
around the room, and I got many false signals. Balancing the searchcoil 24 inches off the 
ground was back-breaking work and after an hour we had gone through 2½ pallets of the 
colossal franks without success. I was about ready to give up and admit defeat when the 
owner asked me if I would be willing to search several more tons of the product that had 
already been shipped to a frozen food warehouse. I agreed. 
     Saturday morning dawned cool and I could see my breath as I walked into the giant 
freezer. A dozen four by four by four-foot pallets of rock hard wieners stretched out before 
me. I foresaw a long morning. Employees had already stacked up milk crates and plastic 
pallets on which to spread the “sausages”. I scanned methodically; occasionally stopping to 
test my detector against the metal spoon handle I kept in my coat pocket. I lost count after 
about the fourth pallet and was getting very discouraged. If I didn’t find the metal piece, that 
didn’t prove that it wasn’t there; only that I hadn’t found it. 
     Finally, at about 10 o’clock in the morning, my detector gave an unmistakable “beeeep”. I 
checked every which way to be sure it wasn’t my imagination, then unplugged my 
headphones so the workers could hear the sound. I picked up one of the “sausages” and 
gave it to the foreman, telling him “It’s in here.” He tore into it with his pocketknife and pulled 
out a chunk of gray metal. He didn’t even pause to wipe the ground meat from his hand 
before shaking mine and rushing off to telephone the boss. 
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Bold, italics indicates the 
winners - submitted by Rick 
Browne, November, 2003 

Coins   
Gold / Silver   

Pre 1900                           Don Bogli 1767 Charles III  1/2 Real 
   
Post 1899    Vincent DiBattista 1906 Barber quarter 
    Mark Sutcliffe 1940-S Mercury dime 

    Mike Giannetti 1905 Barber dime 
    Ken Gudernatch 1942-P silver nickel encrusted in iron 

Other   
Pre 1900    Richard MacRobbie 1858 Flying Eagle cent 
    Bob Tulay 1731 George II Half-penny 
    Carl Muller George II Half-penny 
   
Post 1899    Bruce Morris 1905 Indian cent 
    Rick Browne 2 Euro coin 

   
    Token    Dave Gregorski 1957 Connecticut General - opening medal 

   
Jewelry   
      Gold    Rick Browne 14K Onyx ring with inlaid gold initial 

    Mark Sutcliffe 14K crucifix from Italy 
    Ken Gudernatch 10K 1920 class ring (missing 1/2 of the shank) 
    Richard MacRobbie 14K heart bracelet 
   

      Silver    Bob Tulay .925 gold plated ring 
    Mike Giannetti Sterling ring 
   

      Other    Dave Gregorski Key to our Hearts pin 
    Vincent DiBattista Gargoyle ring 
   
   

Relic   
      Toy    Bob Tulay VW car with trailer hitch 

    Rick Browne McDonald Hot Wheel dragster 
   

           Military    Dave Gregorski Civil War Infantry Officer's button 
    Ken Gudernatch Civil War or prior infantry button 
   

        Other    Don Bogli Plated loop back button 
    Mark Sutcliffe Silver-plated button with floral motif 
    Carl Muller Heal plate 
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By Rick Browne 

Don Bogli unearthed a Charles III  ½ Real from a Connecticut farm field on the Mass line. 
The area had been top skimmed to a depth of 6 inches. Along with musket balls and clay 
pipes Don and Carl enjoyed a perfect detecting day. Of course, they plan to revisit the farm 
again. 
 
 Vincent DiBattista, 1906 Barber quarter. Along with Dave Gregorski in the woods, traveling 
on a well worn path he pinged in on this nice find. 
 
 Richard MacRobbie - the 1858 Flying Eagle cent came from Mac’s favorite farm field. This 
cent piece was another first for Mac from an area he keeps going over each time the 
bulldozer scraped a bit more dirt. Mac was working in the dark and did not know what he 
had scraped up until he returned to his car to go home. 
 
 Bruce Morris also working in the dark on a mild Friday night heard a high tone on his 
Fisher CZ and dug his winner. Bruce loves the quiet dark hours to detect in. The only light 
he likes is from his backlit detector. 
 
 Dave Gregorski. - dug up an  1957 Connecticut General Insurance Company ‘opening 
ceremony’ medallion from a local park. He is waiting on more information from CG. 
 
 Rick Browne scooped up his first gold inlaid onyx initial ring. It had been keeping company 
with two buffalo nickels, two wheaties and a few dozen sinkers for many years down deep in 
the muck of the Sound. 
 
 Bob Tulay always checks the base material and this time the “gold ring’s”  base was silver. 
. . can you believe that? Even the stone was man-made. Bob is thinking of starting a 
movement to make such “jewelry” illegal. 
 
 Dave Gregorski dug his construction site pin unlocking his heart and winning a silver dime 
for his not so precious metal pin. 
 
 Bob Tulay dug a VW with someone’s wishful thinking trailer towing hitch package, installed 
and ready to go. 
 
Dave Gregorski dug a beautiful Civil War period Infantry Officer’s button from a depth of 5 
inches in a not so local park. Dave traveled west of the river to join others to enjoy a day of 
detecting. 
 
 Don Bogli found South Windsor a hard town in which to find the owner of unoccupied 
property. His persistence paid off with his fine find of a loop back button. 
 
 The Consolation Prize went to Carl Muller. Carl made it to the winner’s page on his heart 
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The half dime of 1838 was coined to the Seated Liberty design with the "No Drapery" subtype, which 
was introduced in 1837 with no stars on the obverse. At the beginning of 1838 the stars were added 
to the Philadelphia issues. In New Orleans, 70,000 half dimes were coined with the "No Stars" 
obverse. 
 
The dime of 1838 was also of the Seated Liberty/No Drapery design, and like the half dime usually 
comes well-struck. The majority of dimes minted in 1838 were out of Philadelphia, although some 
400,000 were coined in New Orleans with the No Stars obverse. Initially, the stars on the Philly 
dimes and half dimes were smaller, and later in 1838 they were enlarged. 
 
The quarter dollar of 1838 comes in two distinct types, as in mid-year the design changed from 
Capped Bust to Seated Liberty. Only one variety of the 1838 Bust quarter is known (attributed to Ard 
W. Browning, circa 1908). The Seated/No Drapery quarter of 1838 is known by varieties identified by 
members of the Liberty Seated Collectors' Club. All quarters of 1838 (both types) were coined only in 
Philadelphia. 
 
The half dollar of 1838 is exclusively of the Capped Bust design, with the reeded edge that was 
introduced late in 1836. In this year is the first appearance of the legend "HALF DOL.''. The 1838 half 
is actually a cross between the 1807-1836 Bust obverse (slightly modified) and the Seated Liberty 
reverse, this design having debuted for the half dollar in 1839. Interesting die states have been 
observed in the 1838 halves. And in the 1838 New Orleans half we have a classic rarity - a 
presentation striking of which only 20 are believed to have been coined! 
 

THE U.S. COINAGE OF 1838 
by Ken Camilleis 

In 1838 the United States was just emerging from one of the worst financial disasters in the nation's 
history. Hard money was scarce, and legal tender coin (gold and silver) was very much in demand as 
specie for large and important transactions. There was even a shortage of minor (copper) coin, and 
private manufacture of one�cent tokens (aka "Hard Times Tokens") as a substitute exchange 
medium was at its summit in 1838. Such tokens, first made in 1834, were not U.S. Mint products, 
and many of them were satirical of those in government office and their policies. To mend the 
economy, President Martin Van Buren would have his work cut out for him. 

From a numismatic viewpoint, perhaps the most interesting development in 1838 was the opening of 
the branch mints, three in all. Beginning in 1838, the New Orleans mint would strike silver coins with 
the distinctive "0" mint mark, and the following year gold coinage would begin in New Orleans. In 
1838 mints were established in Charlotte, North Carolina and Dahlonega, Georgia exclusively for the 
production of gold coin. 

The U.S. series of 1838 begins with the large copper cent, coined in an abundant (for this time) sum  
of over 6 million pieces. The 1838 large cent is of the style of Coronet with the "Young Head" that 
was modified in 1837. The 1838 cent has a line under "CENT" and typically has a raised reverse rim. 
Many varieties of the 1838 cent are attributed to specialist Newcomb. Cents were coined in 
Philadelphia only. No half cents were coined in 1838. 
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The only silver dollar issued in 1838 is an extremely rare pattern proof designed by Christian 
Gobrecht in 1836. It has been believed that only 31 original dollar coins were struck in 1838, 
although "restrikes" of this date were made in later years. None of the 1838 dollars were intended 
for circulation, although some undoubtedly escaped. The 1838 dollar has a reeded edge, 
whereas the first issue of 1836 has a plain edge. 
 
The quarter eagle (gold) of the Classic Head design was issued in Philadelphia and in Charlotte. 
The Philly issue is relatively common, while the "C" mint mark issue is scarce with an original 
mintage of 7,880 and few high-grade survivors today. 
 
The half eagle  of 1838 was issued in Philadelphia, Charlotte and Dahlonega. The "C" and "D" 
issues of 1838 are scarce. It is noted that the Classic Head half eagle, which was introduced in 
1834 and retired after the 1838 production, apparently had the reverse die re-engraved, because 
1838 specimens come with more of a point at the base of the shield. Choice mint-state examples 
of 1838 half eagles are hard to locate. 
 
The eagle ($10) denomination was reintroduced in 1838 after having not been coined since 1804. 
An apparent abundance of eagles minted from 1795-1804 along with foreign gold equivalents 
was all that was needed until ex-President Jackson's Specie Circular executive order caused 
increased demand for such a denomination. However, only 7,200 eagles were coined in 1838 (all 
in Philadelphia), thereby creating a traditional scarcity; in 1839 and most later years the mintage 
of the eagle would be considerably higher. Very few mint-state specimens of 1838 $10 are known 
today. 

[From the M.T.H.A. News, January, 2001. The author has obviously done a lot of research.] 

Hoard of 2000-Year-Old Coins 

   Amateur archeologists have discovered the site of the largest hoard of Iron Age gold and silver coins 

ever found in Britain, along with a unique Roman gilded silver helmet. The local group…discovered 

the site while field walking in east Leicestershire during 2000. A group member returned with a metal 

detector and found hundreds of Iron Age coins dating back 2000 years. The hoard has been kept secret 

for three years. 

The large number of coins convinced the experts that this was a unique site that required careful study. 

In excess of 3,000 silver and gold coins have been found to date. Most were struck by a local Iron Age 

tribe, with the rest minted in southeast England. 

The coins were probably buried at different times as offerings to the gods. The discovery is being 

filmed by BBC television for a program to be shown in the autumn. 

[Info. taken from Coin World, April 28, 2003.] 
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UPCOMING EVENTS/HUNTS 

2003 Garrett Club Program: Please register all Garrett metal detectors purchased or received 
as gifts during 2003, with Garrett. If you make them aware that you are a member of YTC, 
Garrett will credit the club with 10% of the purchase price.  Obtain an application form from 
any YTC officer. This credit is used to procure the yearly Freedom Ace Give-A-Way detector. 
This is an easy and effective way to support your club! 

February 8 (?), (Sunday) - Coin Show @ the Polish National Home, 60 Charter Oak Ave., 
Hartford. Free admission and parking - call 860-247-1784 for details. Doors open at 9 A.M. 

Y.T.C. Polar Bear Hunt - coming in February - details will be forthcoming. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It seems again, that the Holidays have arrived by stealth, into our lives. I think it’s appropriate 
that Christmas is so close to Thanksgiving, as I find myself giving thanks anew, toward year’s 
end. 
Looking back on my detecting results (much luck involved!) helps put the year in perspective. 
(Indeed, my stuff is spread all over the dining room table, which MUST be cleaned 
posthaste!) It’s a good time to decide what I still want to keep, what to display, what needs 
cleaning, etc. 
I am grateful once again for this wonderful hobby - the friends I’ve made are the real ‘finds’. 
I’m thankful for the support members of Y.T.C. have given me throughout the year. And 
sending me articles/pieces for the Probe has made my job easier, but more importantly has 
provided members with interesting and varied reading. Which brings me to share some of 
what Bob Ellis sent me recently. 
 
If you woke up this morning   If you have food in your refrigerator, 
with more health than illness,   clothes on your back, a roof over 
you are more blessed than the   your head and a place to sleep, 
million who won't survive the week.  you are richer than 75% of this world. 

 
 

If you can hold someone's hand, hug them 
or even touch them on the shoulder,   You are so blessed in ways 
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