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Winter Activity: Making a Detecting Life List 
By Mark Sutcliffe 

 
     Now that the ground has frozen and a bitter wind is blowing through the trees, it’s time to think about 
some winter activities. While others are out breaking the ice on their favorite ponds and braving the icy 
waters of Long Island Sound and Point Judith, I prefer to stay warm and dry. There is always research to be 
done on potential future detecting excursions, and I can spend hours looking over my collections and 
reminiscing about past detecting exploits. This winter, though, I have decided to borrow an idea from 
birders (they prefer the term to “birdwatcher” as we prefer “detectorist” over “treasure hunter”): I am going 
to develop a “life list.” Dedicated birders keep track of all the species they have ever sighted. Often it is in 
the form of a check-off list of all the species indigenous to their area plus additional exotics that happen to 
stray off course. It is common for an amateur birder to compile a life list of 300 species. A few exceptional 
enthusiasts who travel extensively have lists of over 600 names. I have decided to do a similar thing for my 
metal detecting. 

     I have broken my life list into two categories. The first is a fairly comprehensive list of about 335 
classes of coins, jewelry, and relics. It starts with a Spanish Silver Dollar, followed by 4 reales, 2 reales, 1 
real, and a half-real. Because I have a particular interest in finding Colonial coins, I have included most of 
the front part of the “Red Book.” I have optimistically included Higley Copper and Brasher Doubloon. 
Hey, you never know! I then list all the major categories of Canadian and American coins, plus oddities 
such as “cache of pennies” and “half of any coin.” 

     The next section is for jewelry. If I was a dedicated water hunter it would have many more categories 
such as rings with various different karat weights and precious stones, but I can always add categories as I 
progress. For now “14 kt. chain” and “10 kt. chain” (for example) seem adequate. A pro like Rick Browne 
or Ken Gudernatch could probably think up 50 categories of 14 kt. rings, alone. 

     Following jewelry is a large section devoted to types of relics, including military buttons, hardware, and 
eating utensils. Next, is a toy section and, finally, a variety of non-metallic finds such as Indian artifacts 
and marbles. In going through 19 years of detecting records, I have been able to fill in the dates and 
descriptions of many of the items on my life list. It’s an impressive list and helps me to reminisce. 

     The second category of my life list is the 169 towns and cities of Connecticut, arranged alphabetically. 
As of December, 2001, I have successfully detected in 51 Connecticut communities. Next year’s goal is to 
reach 70. By “successfully detecting” I don’t mean just hopping out of the car and swinging the detector 
until I find a Memorial penny. To be considered successful, I feel a hunt must result in at least a silver coin, 
a piece of silver jewelry, or a “good” relic such as a crotal bell or military button. A real challenge for me 
will be to detect in some of the so-called “gold coast” towns in southwestern Fairfield County where the 
locals are very protective of even their “public” property and many of the old farm fields have been paved 
over. 

     I have found that the Microsoft Excel spreadsheet lends itself best to recording the “finds” while MS 
Word97 is suitable for the towns and cities list. If anyone is interested in obtaining my lists I can send you 
the templates via the Internet or print them out and snail mail them to you.  My addresses and phone 
number are in the front of the Probe. The life lists can be maintained in the computer or hand-written. 

     Keeping a life list can be an entertaining activity that will boost your long-term enjoyment of metal 
detecting. In addition to your log of adventures and displays of coins, rings, and relics, a life list will give 
you something to do when you can’t get out hunting. 
 
       [Ed. note : thanks to Mark for this interesting piece. His December ‘minutes’ are on page 7.] 
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                            YTC Officers 
 
President, Chuck Anderson               860-675-3134 
     {canderson18@snet.net} 
         
Vice President, Rick Browne            860-738-0570 
     {rjbrowne@snet.net}                                        
 
Secretary, Mark Sutcliffe                   860-647-7541  
                                      {Msutcl 1776@aol.com} 
 
Treasurer, Ken Gudernatch               860-568-3464 
 
Newsletter, Dave Gregorski               860-742-5836 
                                      {DGRookie@aol.com} 

METAL DETECTORS - - - MAJOR BRANDS   
ACCESSORIES 

J & E ENTERPRISES of  
S. Yarmouth  

 

(Formerly J & E of Suffield, CT) 
Eleanor Hube, 54 Old Main St. at Forest Rd. 

South Yarmouth, MA 02664 
1-508-760-2100 
Fax 1-508-760-3738 

e-mail,  jetrhub@gis.net 
 

Factory Authorized Dealer for Fisher, Garrett, Minelab, Tesoro, & 
Whites . Coil Covers, Headphones, Beach & Water Scoops, 

Books, Etc., 

SALES, SERVICE & RENTALS 
Accepts Discover, Mastercard and Visa 

(Will ship UPS) 

Yankee Territory Coinshooters 
Code of Ethics 

Respect the rights and property of others. 
Never destroy historical or archeological artifacts. 
Observe all laws, whether national, state, or local. 
Aid law enforcement officials whenever possible. 

Leave the land and vegetation as it was. 
FILL IN ALL HOLES. 

Remove all trash and litter, take it with you when you 
leave. 

Remember that all coinshooters may be judged by the 
example YOU set. Always conduct yourself with 

courtesy and consideration toward others. 

Security  *  Hobby  *  Industrial 

 All Models in Stock * Credit Cards Accepted 

(By Appointment) 

 
Metal Detectors and Accessories 

Eastern Detector Sales 
Ed Grella   Phone - 
(203)- 
275 Beers Road        452-7366 
Fairfield, CT  06430 Toll free -877- 
                565-5556 

Eastern Detector Sales 
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
 
I hope that everyone had a wonderful holiday season.  May the year 2002 hold more peace and joy for each 
of us than 2001! 
 
I'd like to thank everyone who attended the annual Christmas Party in December.  I particularly enjoyed the 
present exchange, and thought that the quality of the gifts was excellent.  Everybody I talked to seemed to 
be pleased. 
 
At the February meeting, I would like to see each member bring in the best 3 to 5 items they have found 
during their years of metal detecting.  As I reflect on what I have seen over the past seven years as a 
member, I know that it can be a special night.  Members such as Bob Ellis, Ken Gudernatch, Rick Browne, 
and Bob Tulay have found so many top quality items over the years that each one of them alone could 
mesmerize the other members with their finds and stories.  On the other hand, I've seen relative newcomers 
such as Pam Giannetti bring in items (in her case a ring), that merited the ooohs and ahhhs of the most 
seasoned club veterans.  I urge each member to participate.      
 
Plans should be finalized soon for the Annual Polar Bear Hunt.  I always find this February hunt to be a 
nice detecting bridge to the warmer months of March and April, when we can hopefully begin our monthly 
Fun Hunts again.  See you there!      
          Chuck 

Moneymakers for Y.T.C. 
The recent gold coin raffle brought in around an 
$80 profit. The winner has not yet been identified. 

Also, the November auction netted a profit of 
$291. Thanks to all who helped with these good 
causes, to those who participated, and especially to 
Chuck Anderson for all his time and energy. 

Y.T.C. Christmas Party 
With ‘Douglas the Fir’ contributing background 
music, over two dozen members (plus guests) ?? -  
enjoyed the warmth of the Holiday spirit...not to 
mention the great food. Stories and laughter could be 
heard in various corners of the room, and soon the 
‘Chinese-style’ gift exchange began. Most agreed that 
the presents were most generous this year.  
Many thanks to all who gave of their time and energy 
in set-up, preparation/purchase of food and drink, and 
clean-up. Along with a check for $50, a large number 
of gifts have been delivered to the CT Children’s 
Place, courtesy of Y.T.C. and its members who 
donated items.  

Your Career ‘Finds’ ... 
I’m sure each of us has finds that are memorable for 
one reason or another. They may be beautiful, or 
valuable...they may have come with some difficulty, 
or came as a total surprise. Some may remind us of 
our country’s  history, others may bring us back to 
something meaningful in our own lives.  

We all have such items, and you are invited to bring a 
few to the February meeting. It will be fun seeing 
these items, and hearing a sentence or two or ten about 
the find, and the finding. Sharing, I think, is an 
important part of what keeps this club together.    Ed. 

Help... 
...I am running out of material for this newsletter. The 
old Probes were helpful, but the ‘well’ is running dry. 
Please, share a hunt story, a find, or any detecting-
related information with me. It can as short as this 
notice, or something lengthier. I’d be happy to write 
your story if you wish. (You can even remain 
anonymous if you like!)  
I and many others like to hear of personal detecting 
experiences...this brings more life to our club. 
     Dave Gregorski 
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Unpaid Dues? 
If your name is highlighted on the mailing label, 
your dues payment has not been recorded as this 
Probe goes to press. What does this mean for 
you? 
1. This will be your last issue of Probe. 
2. You won’t be eligible for the Jack Hube 
Polar bear Hunt (or any other club hunts).  
3. As a non-Y.T.C/ member, you no longer will 
have voting privileges. 
4. You’ll miss all kinds of fun stuff. 
5. People will miss you. 

To avoid the above, send your $20 check ($25 if 
joining FMDAC) right now (made out to Y.T.C.) 
to: 

Y.T.C. 
P.O. Box 1811 

Hartford, CT  06114-1811 
You may also pay at any Y.T.C. function - see 

A ‘Thank You’ from the East     
Hartford Library 

Y.T.C. received a very nice note of thanks from 
the Director of the East Hartford Public Library 
(where we hold our meetings). Our club voted 
once again to donate some money to the library, 
and according to the letter nine very interestingly-
titled books were bought with the money (e.g., 
Bears of the World, German Boy: A Refugee’s 
Story, This Old Harley). A memorial bookplate 
will be placed in each of the books. 

Digging Styles – the Sunday Stroller 
The Sunday Stroller is usually a woman who makes 
metal detecting look easy. She meanders along at a 
pace equal to that of a snail on crutches. What'’ the 
hurry? It'’ a nice day. Enjoy it. She is the last to enter 
the hunting field after a last-minute run to the restroom. 
She moseys from place to place striking up 
conversations with other Sunday Strollers. 
Finding something is almost an inconvenience; first she 
scuffs at the target with the toe of her shoe, then takes a 
half-hearted poke at it with the digger. This hunter 
looks harmless as she stands with one hand on her hip, 
smoking a cigarette (watch out, however, for the smoke 
screen!) 

[From the I.T.T.H.H. Treasure News, July, 2001.] 

New State Quarter Facts 
These coins are being introduced in the order in 
which the state joined the Union. Five quarters are 
issued yearly, for a period of ten years. 

Tidbit 
Q. In which era did the motto “In God We Trust” 
first appear on U.S. coins? 

A. The act of April 22, 1864 introduced a new 
coin with the value of two cents. This coin was 
the first to have the motto “In God We Trust”.   
Its presence on the new coin was due to the 
religious sentiment during the Civil War. 
[From the December, 1985 Probe.] 

Coin Facts 
U.S. commemorative coins are an interesting addition 
to anyone’s coin collection. These coins are minted by 
an act of Congress, however they are considered for 
coinage by two committees – the Committee on 
Banking and Housing and Urban Affairs, and the 
Committee on Banking and Currency.  

Connecticut’s commemorative silver coin is the 
‘Connecticut Tercentenary’ minted in 1935. The coin, 
also known as the ‘Charter Oak’ displays the famous 
oak tree on the obverse and the eagle on the reverse. 
The Royal Charter was said to have been hidden in the 
tree, safe from King James II who wished to revoke it. 
The coin had a value of 50 cents back then, but is now 
worth considerably more. 

[From the July, 1988 Probe.] 
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Ear to the ground 
Buried treasure is just another job for a master detector 

By MEG MURPHY 
Staff writer, Cape Cod Times 
SOUTH YARMOUTH - At a recent beach wedding in Dennis, an 
invited guest arrived carrying a weird accessory. The pole with a 
coil at the end hardly looked romantic, but its owner was invited 
to spend a day with strangers on account of its magic properties. 
Eleanor Hube, metal detector specialist, took the invitation as 
yet another confirmation of her passion. The self-described 
former “normal housewife” picked up her first detector about 15 
years ago and has not looked back. 
Today she is a master treasure-hunter. She has won awards in 
competitions worldwide, and dozens of people on beaches all 
over Cape Cod turn to her for help each summer to find 
something swallowed by the sand. Lost diamond rings, gold 
wedding bands, priceless earrings, even $5,000 dentures or sets 
of hotel keys - these are the treasures, some with sentimental 
value and others purely practical, that Hube sets out to find from 
her headquarters in South Yarmouth. 
People can either rent a detector from Hube at J&E Enterprises 
or pay her to scout out the lost item herself. But it’s not just 
business. the thrill of the hunt, the sense of universal rightness 
when an item is found, is so exciting that Hube often spends her 
free time out on beaches with her detector. And consider the 
bride and groom who invited Hube to their wedding last week. 
A year ago, fiancé David Atkinson came into her shop utterly distraught because a platinum and diamond 
engagement ring for his beloved Karen Mazurak had been lost. Hube gave Atkinson instructions on the art of 
detecting, and rented him her own ‘designer’ White’s underwater machine - since the ring was presumably 
lost in the water at a beach in Dennisport. She even offered to close her shop and come help Atkinson and his 
father if they did not find the ring before high tide. 
The men began a desperate hunt along the waterfront, and within an hour, despite several false hopes over 
metallic trash, they located the engagement ring. It would seem the laws of science and customer service 
appear satisfied and and life goes on, right? 
But the engaged couple were moved by the experience. In a letter to Hube, Atkinson described the find as a 
sign, a positive omen, that a greater power agreed he and Mazurak should be married. The couple set their  
wedding date far a year to the day and hour that their ring was found, and they invited Hube to the ceremony. 

{Seen in this treasure’s-eye view with her 
prized underwater metal detector, Eleanor 
Hube may not seem so imposing. But she’s 
known as a master finder – if the sand can 
swallow it, she can most likely dig it out.  
She says, “Usually I leave it up to my 
detector and the good Lord that I am going 
to walk over a lost thing.” } 

Coin Facts 
The Spanish milled dollar or ‘Pillar Dollar’ as it is sometimes called, was the principle coin of the American 
colonists. This coin was divided into ½, I, 2, and 4 Reales. The total value of the coin was 8 Reales and fractional 
pieces were the infamous “pieces of eight”.  
If you should find one of these coins (1732-1772), an average value of your find in Fine condition and of 
common date would be about $85. Not a bad find! 
[From the Sept., 1986 Probe.]  
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Find of the Month - What is ‘Gold’? 
In recent months, a few pieces of jewelry 

have been placed in the wrong category on 
the FOM table. To qualify for the ‘gold’ 
category, the piece must have a ‘karat’ 

designation (or be tested and shown as such), 
and must be ‘solid gold’ all the way through.  

Gold plated, gold-filled or gold washed 
items must be placed in the ‘Jewelry-Other’ 

category if you wish to enter them.  

Minutes of Yankee Territory 
Coinshooters Meeting - December 11, 

2001: 
The Christmas Party meeting began at 6:00 p.m. with   
36 members and guests in attendance. 
>Ken Gudernatch returned two rings to their owners. 
>The Gold Coin Raffle netted $156. The winning 
ticket is #7863154. The ticket holder was not in 
attendance. A notice was written on the front of all 
Probes mailed out in December. 
>The club collected toys and clothes for the 
Connecticut Children’s Place. Thanks to Dave 
Gregorski for coordinating that. Special thanks to 
Rose and Bob Collins for securing a donation of T-
shirts from J.C. Sportswear in Farmingville, New 
York. 
>William J. Polzun won a silver ½ dollar in the Early 
Dues Renewal Drawing. Ruth MacRobbie, Barbara 
Hambach, Nancy Webb, Ed Schoenrock, and Vin 
DiBattista won silver dimes. 
>Food was eaten and gifts exchanged. 

R N W O T T S O H G N E 
B E R A C T S E T I H W 
H P L U G O L D F A L R 
C O M I L O O P B A C K 
O E A C C O P P E R E P 
I T P O J A K R A P G A 
L E V L E V I O C J A T 
A L E O E T S O H G R E 
F A M N L E W O R T R G 
F E S I T E N I O C E G 
U R E A R T I F A C T U 
B U L L E T E G R A T N 

Word Hunt! 
Believe it or not, there are there are 22 words 
(plus 2 two-word phrases) in the  jumble to the 
left, that are related to our hobby. The words are 
in a straight line, in any direction including 
diagonally. Many thanks to Don Bogli for 
sharing his creativity with us. Answers will be 
in next month’s Probe (if I remember!).        Ed. 

Coin Facts 
Prior to the adoption of the U.S. Constitution, the 
issuance of copper coins was arranged for under 
private contract. The first coins issued by the United 
States were the “Fugio” Cents (dated 1787). 
These coins, minted in New Haven, CT, bore 13 
circles linked together, a small circle in the middle, 
with the words “United States”, and in the center the 
words “We Are One”. On the other side of the piece 
there is a sundial and the word “Fugio” (meaning 
‘time flies’), and below the dial, the words “Mind 
Your Own Business”. These legends are credited to 
Benjamin Franklin.  
[From the October, 1986 Probe, and Yeoman’s ‘blue 
book’.] 

Tidbit 
On July 3, 1819, the first savings bank was opened in 
America, “The Bank for Savings”. The bank was 
located in New York City and depositors opened 
accounts totaling $2,897 on the first day. 
[From theMay, 1986 Probe.] 
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Treasury turns damaged bills into crisp cash 
 

By Jeannine Aversa 
 
Associated Press 
 
WASHINGTON -The cow story has become a legend around the Bureau of Engraving and Printing. It 
seems a farmer lost his wallet while he was plowing his field. The farmer suspected his cow ate the 
wallet so he had the beast slaughtered and sent the stomach to Washington with a request that the bureau 
retrieve the wallet and replace the damaged cash. 
The story has a happy ending for the farmer, if not the cow. Bureau examiners searched the cow's 
stomach, found the wallet and mailed the man a check for $600. It's all in a day's work for the folks who 
not only print the nation's money but also are called upon to replace millions of dollars in damaged 
greenbacks each year. "We always tell people to send their currency in the original container, but that's 
not what we had in mind," says Lorraine Robinson, division manager at the bureau's office of currency 
standards, of the cow incident that happened in the 1970’s. 
Last year, the Treasury agency replaced $82 million worth of badly damaged currency, involving 26,000 
to 28,000 cases. The most common causes of damage are fire, water, chemicals, explosives, animals, 
insects, rodents. Problems also arise when currency deteriorates or petrifies when it is buried. The 
bureau's caseload often increases when there are natural disasters, such as the recent floods in the 
Midwest, and the wildfires that ravaged some Western states last year. 
The government has some rules for paying people the full value for damaged greenbacks. More than 50 
percent of a note identified as genuine U.S. currency must be present, or 50 percent or less can be 
present as long as the Treasury is satisfied that the missing portions have been totally destroyed. 
Officials do that by looking at the method of mutilation and any supporting evidence. "You can't just say 
my cat, dog, or child ate it and that's it. That's not going to satisfy us," Robinson says. "We've had 
people wait until the cat deposited out the other end. We ask that you clean it up and we'll take it. 
Otherwise, we'll send it back to you." 
People can deliver their damaged bills in person or they mail them. They are all opened, recorded, and 
stored in a vault. Then the painstaking work begins: Identifying something out of what might be 
fragments, piles of ashes, or fused masses, as genuine currency. That is the tedious and delicate job of 20 
examiners. "Sometimes it's like figuring out a jigsaw puzzle," says examiner Lorraine McGill, a 23-year 
veteran. 
One of her most memorable cases, she says, involved money that had been found under an outhouse. 
The money reeked and had to sit in a special solution for months to be decontaminated before she could 
start her work. "I was the lucky recipient of that one," McGill recalls. Cases are ranked on a scale of one 
to six, with six being the most difficult. A "one" might be currency that was chewed, while a "six" might 
be currency that was burned to ashes, Robinson explains. 
How can you identify anything from ash? From the smallest scraps, examiners might be able to identify 
a fleck of printing, or a picture, or some other pattern, Robinson says. Most of the time, examiners can 
make sufficient identifications so that people get back some money. But if no identifications can be 
made, there is no replacement. 
 
[As printed in the Journal Inquirer, 6/5/01, submitted by Ken Gudernatch.] 
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R N W O T T S O H G N E 

B E R A C T S E T I H W 

H P L U G O L D F A L R 

C O M I L O O P B A C K 

O E A C C O P P E R E P 

I T P O J A K R A P G A 

L E V L E V I O C J A T 

A L E O E T S O H G R E 

F A M N L E W O R T R G 

F E S I T E N I O C E G 

U R E A R T I F A C T U 

B U L L E T E G R A T N 

Word Hunt! 

Believe it or not, there are there are 22 words 
(plus 2 two-word phrases) in this jumble that 
are related to our hobby. The words are in a 
straight line, in any direction including 
diagonally. Many thanks to Don Bogli for 
sharing his creativity with us. Answers will be 
in next month’s Probe (if I remember, that is!).     

Coin Facts 
Prior to the adoption of the U.S. Constitution, the 
issuance of copper coins was arranged for under 
private contract. The first coins issued by the United 
States were the “Fugio” Cents (dated 1787). 
These coins, minted in New Haven, CT, bore 13 
circles linked together, a small circle in the middle, 
with the words “United States”, and in the center the 
words “We Are One”. On the other side of the piece 
there is a sundial and the word “Fugio” (meaning 
‘time flies’), and below the dial, the words “Mind 
Your Own Business”. These legends are credited to 
Benjamin Franklin.  
[From the October, 1986 Probe, and Yeoman’s ‘blue 
book’.] 

I Am Thankful For… 
…the mess to clean up after a party, because it 
means I have been surrounded by friends. 
…the taxes I pay because it means I am 
employed. 
…the clothes that fit a little too snug because it 
means I have enough to eat. 
…a lawn that needs mowing, windows that need 
cleaning, and gutters that need fixing because it 
means I have a home. 
…my shadow that watches my work because it 
means I am out in the sunshine. 
…all the complaining about our government 
because it means we have freedom of speech. 
…my large heating bill because it means I am 
warm. 
…the lady behind me in church who sings off 
key because it means I can hear. 
…the alarm that goes off in the early morning 
hours because it means I am alive. 
…the piles of laundry and ironing because it 
means my loved ones are nearby. 
…weariness and aching muscles at the end of the 
day because it means I have been productive. 
[From The Dirty Five, newsletter of the Illinois 
Treasure Hunter’s club, Dec., 1999, as appeared 
in the I.T.T.H.C. Treasure News, Nov., 2000.] 
 

? 
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UPCOMING EVENTS/HUNTS 
2002 Garrett Club Program: Please register all Garrett metal detectors purchased or 
received as gifts during 2000, with Garrett. If you make them aware that you are a 
member of YTC, Garrett will credit the club with 10% of the purchase price.  Obtain 
an application form from any YTC officer. This credit is used to procure the yearly 
Freedom Ace Give-A-Way detector. This is an easy and effective way to support your 
club! 
February 10 (Sunday) - Coin Show @ the Polish National Home, 60 Charter Oak Ave., 
Hartford. Free admission and parking - call 860-247-1784 for details. 

February 17 (Sunday) - annual Y.T.C. Jack Hube Polar Bear Hunt. 
Members must be in good standing (i.e., dues paid up) to participate. Hunt 
will begin at 11 a.m. at Hammonassett’s West Beach. Registration starts at 
10 a.m. Rain/snow date is the following Sunday, the 24th. Richard 
MacRobbie is again the Huntmaster. More info. will follow in next month’s 

FOR SALE   
Slighlty used Minelab Explorer-XS; 10” coil with cover, NiMH battery pack with wall & car chargers;  
back-up alkaline battery holder; headphones and carrying case.  $850.   Phil LaPointe, 860-684-9971. 

Year 2002 Meeting Dates for Y.T. C. 
 

  February  12     July  9 
  
  March  12      August  13 
 
  April  9      September  10 
 
  May  14      October  8 
 
  June  11      November  12 
 
    December 10 (Christmas Party) 
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NEXT 
MEETING: 
March 12, 2002 

Our Polar Bear Hunt is on Sunday, Feb. 17. See pages 4 & 10 for info. 
The gold coin raffle lives on! See p. 4 for important information - you 

still may be a winner. 
You are invited to hunt for last month’s ‘word hunt’ results! 

The 2002 Challenge list is on page 5. 
A ‘field of dreams’ can be real - see pp. 8 & 9. 

FIRST CLASS 

MEMBER FEDERATION OF METAL DETECTOR & ARCHEOLOGICAL CLUBS, INC. 
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Minutes of Yankee Territory Coinshooters meeting January 7, 2002: 

 The meeting was called to order at 7:09 p.m. with 25 members and 2 guests present. 
 The Secretary’s Report was accepted as published. 
 The Treasurer’s Report was accepted as read with a balance of $1,253.55 plus silver inventory of 

$294.25 at purchase cost. 
 There will be a lecture on the recovery of the Confederate submarine C.S.N. Hunley at Glastonbury High 

School on January 27th. 
 A motion was made and seconded to renew the club’s membership in the Friends of the Office of State 

Archaeology (FOSA) with a $50 donation. Discussion followed. Several members expressed 
disappointment with the State Archaeologist’s lack of support during the Sharon crisis. The motion to 
renew failed on a hand vote. 
 The FMDAC wants to change its bylaws to allow for the hiring of a paid executive director. That would 

necessitate an increase in the Federation’s dues in 2003. 

 Our Garrett Club Credit stands at $63.18. 
 We received a calendar from Garrett Electronics which we added to the Attendance Drawing. 
 Chuck drew another number for the Gold Coin Raffle: #7863146. Once again, the winning ticket was 

not present. [See page 4.] 
 A reminder to please pay your dues if you haven’t yet. 
 Club elections are in March. Ken says that 2002 is definitely his last year as Treasurer. 

 Ken G. went to Cancun. He learned that since September 11th you can no longer “carry-on” your 
detector. He found gold and silver in the water and the sand. 
 Richard MacRobbie is chairman of the Jack P. Hube Memorial Polar Bear Hunt February 17th at 

Hammonasset. 
 A motion was made and seconded to give Richard MacRobbie a check for $80: $5 for the Treasure 

Chest and $75 for the Polar Bear Hunt. The motion passed. 
 Ed Grella of Eastern Detector Sales donated a small hand-held detector for the Silver Dollar Raffle. 

 The evening’s program was displays of members’ Best Finds of 2001. Dave G. showed off many old 
relics and silver coins. He reports finding much satisfaction in detecting a wide diversity of types of 
places. He uses a large coil in all metal mode to coinshoot beaches. Mark reported spending quality time 
on farm fields and showed a number of colonial coins. Rick B. reported that he has found gold for 49 
consecutive months. He says gold is getting harder to find as fewer people actually swim and more 
people actually detect, and a large coil is a plus. Chuck found his first Nova Constellatio Copper and his 
first 1870’s Indian Head Cent. He also displayed a neat cufflink and ca. 1810 mourning button. Chuck 
says that size doesn’t matter (searchcoil size). Jim displayed treasures he found with a 6” coil that’s 
good for getting into tight places. Anita and John showed off sapphires they found on a trip to Gem 
Mountain in Philipsburg, Montana. Pam and Mike displayed many of the rings they found on the 
beaches with their White’s IDX’s. 

 Challenge Master John Hubley reported that Bob Tulay achieved levels 1 and 3. 
 Chris Hubley was absent and missed the Attendance Drawing for 1 silver quarter: Ken Gudernatch won 

a silver dime, Carl Mueller won a Garrett calendar. 
 Pam Giannetti won the hand-held metal detector and Mike Giannetti won the Peace Dollar raffle. 
 Ed Schoenrock won the 50/50 Raffle. 
 Meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 

 Respectfully submitted, Mark Sutcliffe, Secretary. 
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                            YTC Officers 
 
President, Chuck Anderson               944-9558 
             (cell phone) 
         
Vice President, Rick Browne            860-738-0570 
     {rjbrowne@snet.net}                                        
 
Secretary, Mark Sutcliffe                   860-647-7541  
                                      {Msutcl 1776@aol.com} 
 
Treasurer, Ken Gudernatch               860-568-3464 
 
Newsletter, Dave Gregorski               860-742-5836 
                                      {DGRookie@aol.com} 

METAL DETECTORS - - - MAJOR BRANDS   
ACCESSORIES 

J & E ENTERPRISES of  
S. Yarmouth  

 

(Formerly J & E of Suffield, CT) 
Eleanor Hube, 54 Old Main St. at Forest Rd. 

South Yarmouth, MA 02664 
1-508-760-2100 
Fax 1-508-760-3738 

e-mail,  jetrhub@gis.net 
 

Factory Authorized Dealer for Fisher, Garrett, Minelab, Tesoro, & 
Whites . Coil Covers, Headphones, Beach & Water Scoops, 

Books, Etc., 

SALES, SERVICE & RENTALS 
Accepts Discover, Mastercard and Visa 

(Will ship UPS) 

Yankee Territory Coinshooters 
Code of Ethics 

Respect the rights and property of others. 
Never destroy historical or archeological artifacts. 
Observe all laws, whether national, state, or local. 
Aid law enforcement officials whenever possible. 

Leave the land and vegetation as it was. 
FILL IN ALL HOLES. 

Remove all trash and litter, take it with you when you 
leave. 

Remember that all coinshooters may be judged by the 
example YOU set. Always conduct yourself with 

courtesy and consideration toward others. 

Security  *  Hobby  *  Industrial 

 All Models in Stock * Credit Cards Accepted 

(By Appointment) 

 
Metal Detectors and Accessories 

Eastern Detector Sales 
Ed Grella   Phone - 
(203)- 
275 Beers Road        452-7366 
Fairfield, CT  06430 Toll free -877- 
                565-5556 

Eastern Detector Sales 

For the members who knew him, it was sad 
news to hear that Paul Siladi had passed 

away a few months ago. Paul was a Y.T.C. 
member for a number of years, and was well-
liked and supportive of our club and hobby. 
People remember him as being generous and 

helpful in his association with fellow 
members.  
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 President's Message 

First, I'd like to thank those members who brought in their best finds of 2001.  Many people expressed their 
admiration of the items displayed.  
Second, for those of you who contact me regularly, please be aware that I have discontinued my SNET phone 
service due to the fact that I've had a cell phone through another service for five months, and I find that I use my 
cell phone much more than I did my home phone.  My cell number is (860) 944-9558.  I keep it on wherever I am 
from around 7:00 a.m. until 9:00 or 10:00 p.m.  Please use this number to contact me.  
Third, I'd like to remind all members to consider running for an elective office in March, or filling a volunteer 
position for the coming year.  Many hands make for light work, and we have been lucky in the past to have had 
most positions filled each year.  Please consider joining the Executive Committee as well.  This group meets once 
a month, with the goal of ensuring that our meetings and outings run smoothly.  As I've stated many times, I 
believe that getting more involved in club activities leads to enhanced friendships with fellow club members, 
which lead to invitations to detect, which lead to many pleasurable days and many notable finds. 
Best of luck at the Polar Bear Hunt!  (Thanks Mac!)   Chuck 

Story of ‘The Indian’ 
A  Y.T.C. tradition may be somewhat of a mystery 
to newer members, and possibly confusing even to 
older members. You may have heard or read  
references to “the Indian” (e.g., see page 10 of this 
Probe).Yes, it is an Indian cent, but a very special 
one, that promises treasure. 
Various members of our club (with a little 
assistance from our treasury) have filled a treasure 
chest with interesting and valuable goodies. At 
official club hunts (such as the upcoming Jack 
Hube Memorial Polar Bear Hunt), one token of the 
many found is designated as the ‘special’ one by 
the huntmaster. The lucky and/or skillful 
detectorist earns a shot at the contents of the chest. 
Only it’s still not that easy. Initially, a blind draw 
is made, in an attempt to pick the Indian from 
among 10 pennies. If the Indian ‘comes out’, the 
treasure chest contents are awarded to the lucky 
drawer (and the chest remains with the club). If 
not, the drawn wheat cent is removed, improving 
the odds for a winner at the next hunt. This 
continues until the Indian is drawn, and then the 
contest is ‘reset’. 
Of course, the pennies are disguised so one can’t 
‘feel’ for the right one. Intuition can play a role, 
and a certain female member may be available for 
hire if you should want a good ‘picker’. Right now 
there are 9 pennies (including the Indian) in the 
mix. The treasure chest is on display at every 

More Polar Bear Hunt Info./Rules 
Ordinary sand scoops/sieves will be allowed, along 
with small shovels or other digging tools. Electronic 
pinpointers are also O.K. Most targets should be no 
deeper then ~3 inches. See also page 10. 
Tokens will be buried (in addition to coins) that can be 
redeemed for prizes (and donations are still welcome 
- contact Richard MacRobbie at 860-742-0706). If 
you want to assist in planting the targets, get to the 
parking area at ~9:30 A.M. Come join us for the fun, 
even if just to watch these’crazy’ people (your Probe 
editor included)! Hunt fee is only $10! 
[P.S. - ‘Mac’ can be tricky sometimes - for the fall 
hunt, the ‘Indian’ token was a nickel taped to a wooden 
nickel! You never know... .] 

Gold Coin Raffle Results 
...still no winner. The potential winning ticket is # 
7863146. If you have this ticket only, inform one of 
your club officers immediately. Otherwise, a winner 
will be drawn at the March meeting. 
If you cannot attend the March meeting, please mail 
all your blue tickets (with your name on them!) to 
the Y.T.C. address listed on the Probe cover. Or 
attend the meeting and bring your tickets! A second 
prize of 5 ‘scratch’ tickets will also be drawn. We are 
sorry for the inconvenience. 

Word Hunt - look to the right for the answers, from 
last month’s contest. 

—   artifact, beach, Buffalo, bullet, coil, coin, 
Colonial, copper, Garrett, ghost town, gold, gun, 

loop back, map, nugget, old, park, plug, reale, 
relic, site, target, trowel, Whites. 
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Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 
Button Nut or Bolt Musket or ‘Minie’ Ball ‘V’ Nickel 

Foreign Coin Game or Trade Token Indian Head Cent Dated Object, pre-1930 
(not a Coin) 

Key Pen/Pencil (or part of) Religious Medal Waterbury/Scoville  

Washer Bullet Lead Belt Buckle Gold Ring with Gemstones 
of 2 or more colors 

Wheat Cent Silver Coin Gold Jewelry Foreign Coin, pre-1920  

Lead Fishing Weight Fishing Item  
(not a weight) 

Buffalo Nickel Silver Eating Utensil  
(not plated) 

 
‘Junk’ Jewelry 

 
Copper or Brass Object 

Item depicting a Bird,  
Animal, or Fish  
(not an Eagle) 

Metal Item with State 
Name/abbreviation  
(not a quarter, not  
beverage-related) 

Iron Object Silver Jewelry Watch (or part of) Flying Eagle Or  
‘Fat’ Indian Cent 

Toy Car or Truck Stainless Steel Object Barber Coin Military Button or Medal 

Battery Paper Clip/Fastener U.S. Large Cent Standing Liberty or  
Earlier Quarter 

 
State Quarter 

Toy Item, 1 Inch or less 
(Longest axis) 

Metal Item with Portrait  
(not a coin or token, not 

beverage-related) 

Coins from 4 Different 
Countries  

(not U.S. or Canada) 

Cigarette Lighter  
Or  

20 Coins in 1 Day 

Farm Implement 
Or 

40 Coins in 1 Day 

Padlock 
Or 

70 Coins in 1 Day 

Item with Patent # 
Or 

90 Coins in 1 Day 

Wild Card  Wild Card  Wild Card  Wild Card  

Y.T.C. Challenge List for 2002 

A Wild Card item may be substituted for any other item in the same level. 
A find may be used to satisfy only one item on the list. 

        PRIZES for completing: 
          Level 1    Silver Dime 
          Level 2   Silver Quarter 
Name _________________________________     Level 3    2 Silver Quarters 
          Level 4   Silver Half Dollar 
Challenge 2002 hunting dates  include:           All Levels    Silver Dollar 
 January 1, 2002 - December 31, 2002 
Each member wishing to participate receives a copy of the Challenge List and the “Challenge Manager” keeps a 
duplicate copy. At each club meeting, finds will be verified by the “Challenge Manager” (using club resources if 
needed) who will check off items on the master list. Items need not be brought in during the month of the ‘find’, 
but may not be carried over from one year to the next. Planted items from organized hunts DO NOT QUALIFY. 
Upon completion of each level, the prize for that level will be awarded at a club meeting. The “Challenge 
Manager” is the final judge as to whether a find qualifies, and regarding other pertinent conflicts. 



- 6 - 

FEBRUARY 
 

Bold, italics indicates the 
winners - submitted by Ken 
Krivanec, January, 2002. 

YTC  Finds (November 13, 2001 through January 8, 2002) 
 
 

COINS - GOLD SILVER  pre-1900 No Entry   
 
    post-1899  DAVE GREGORSKI  1904 Barber Quarter 
      Mark Sutcliffe  1958-D Franklin Half  
      Vincent DiBattista 1959 Franklin Half 
      Mike Giannetti  1906 Barber Dime 
 
 OTHER   pre-1900 KEN GUDERNATCH 1775 British Half Penny 
      Jim Groom  1734 Half Penny 
      Bruce Morris  1883 Shield Nickel 
      Don Bogli  1787 Ct. Copper 
 
    post-1899 CHUCK ANDERSON 2000 Sacajawea Dollar 
 
TOKEN/MEDAL    CARL MULLER  East Windsor Bicentennial Coin 
 
JEWELRY - GOLD    RICK BROWNE  14 k gold ring / 4 diamonds, 
         1 Emerald 
 PRESIDENT’S AWARD   RICHARD JANAK ½ carat diamond ring 
 PRESIDENT’S AWARD   BOB TULAY  24 karat, 5.9 gram Buddha  pendant 
 
      Richard MacRobbie 14K gold / 3 diamonds 
      Ken Gudernatch  10K initial ring with  diamond 
      Ed Grella  14K white gold with diamond 
 
 SILVER     No Entry 
 
 OTHER     DAVE GREGORSKI Eagle Pendant 
      Bruce Morris  School Graduation Pin 
      Ken Krivanec  ‘Red, White and Blue’ butterfly pin 
      Vincent DiBathista President Fitness Pin 
      Mark Sutcliffe  Storm Wrist Watch, running 
 
RELIC  TOY    DON BOGLI  Franklin Mint 57 Chevy 
      Vincent DiBattista Toy Tank 
      Ken Gudernatch  Cracker–Jack Prize, cow 
 
  MILITARY   CHUCK ANDERSON .30 Cal.  shell casing, WW II 
 
  RELIC    DAVE GREGORSKI Lead Seal, ~late 1800’s 
      Mark Sutcliffe  Dog Whistle 
 
CONSOLATION PRIZE    MARK SUTCLIFFE Storm Watch, still running 
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I would like to thank Phil Skewes for filling in for me 
while I was going through repair therapy.  I also 
learned a lesson - you can’t go without detecting for two 
months then try and catch up in three days. 
We had quite a good assortment of finds this month with 
three winners in the jewelry/gold category. 

      
COIN-GOLD/SILVER pre-1900 NO ENTRY 
 
   post-1899 DAVE GREGORSKI found his first Barber Quarter, a 1904, at the beach. 
 
COIN-OTHER  pre-1900 KEN GUDERNATCH uncovered a 1775 British Half Penny  
     at a depth of 6 inches. 
 
   post-1899 CHUCK ANDERSON proudly showed his first ‘gold’ dollar. 
 
TOKEN/MEDAL   CARL MULLER found an East Windsor Bicentennial Token. 
 
 
JEWERLY-GOLD   RICK BROWNE, using his Excalibur, found a 14K gold ring  
     with 4 diamonds and one emerald. 
 
EQUAL AND AS GOOD 
TWO PRESIDENTIAL AWARDS  BOB TULAY found a 24K Gold Buddha pendant,weight  5.9 grams. 
     RICHARD JANAK matched Bob with a beautiful one-half carat 
     diamond ring. 
 SILVER    NO ENTRY 
 
 OTHER    DAVE GREGORSKI  found an Eagle Pendant in the dirt, 3 inches down. 

      
RELIC  TOY   DON BOGLI found a  ‘57 Chevrolet burried in the sand. It was a  
                Franklin Mint version in excellent condition. 
 
  MILITARY  CHUCK ANDERSON dug a 30. Caliber practice shell from the sand, 
     used in the second World War. 
 
  OTHER   DAVE GREGORSKI unearthed a piece of lead. On further  
     examination, it proved to be a lead seal (not the animal). 

 
CONSOLATION PRIZE   MARK SUTCLIFFE was digging in the sand, and  found a Storm wrist 
     watch that was still running. 
      

By Ken Krivanec 

2002 Y.T.C. Challenge 
Working at the Challenge has added ‘spice’ and interest to detecting, since I first joined the club. (There were a 
few poor find days that were ‘saved’ by coming up with a Challenge item!) John Hubley has run the Challenge 
for some years, and he has decided to step down in favor of myself. Thanks to John for his efforts. See page 5 

for the newest Challenge list - a chance at winning some silver!    Dave Gregorski 
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My “Field of Dreams” 
By Mark Sutcliffe 

     It seems that every detectorist has a dream of finding the perfect virgin site filled with a 
seemingly inexhaustible supply of coins, relics, and jewelry. Since I have a particular interest 
in finding Colonial-period coins and relics, I have often dreamt about the perfect site where I 
would find plenty of coins from the first part of the “Red Book.” A few years ago I did find a 
site that was a dream come true for several weeks. Each time I returned I seemed to find 
another coin to add to my list of “firsts.” The best thing about it was that most of the coins 
were fully identifiable; some even in pretty good condition, unlike the anonymous copper 
disks that so often turn up in farm fields after centuries of corrosion. 
     I had eyed this particular farm field for many years but had succeeded in convincing 
myself that “there couldn’t be anything there” since it was literally out in the middle of 
nowhere. There were no old houses nearby and the old maps and atlases of the area showed 
nothing. It was simply another “ordinary” farm field. 
     One day on my way back from a YTC hunt, I had time to kill. I was cruising around 
looking for someplace to fill the hours before sunset when I saw the field and thought “What 
the heck, why not try it: I have nothing to lose but some time.” I turned on my trusty White’s 
Eagle II SL and began scanning the edge of a turnip patch. I nearly jumped when the detector 
beeped and indicated a quarter at ½ inch. Assuming it was just a beer can, I thrust my digger 
into the ground and pried. Much to my amazement, out popped a beautiful 1723 Wood’s 
Hibernia halfpenny, my first of that date. I was pretty excited but, trying to think realistically, 
I decided it must be an anomaly.  
     About an hour later, after digging up innumerable beer can bits, part of an old brass spur, 
an ox ball, and part of a large crotal bell, I got another “quarter” target in a furrow at six 
inches. I carefully dug out a plug, with a rising sense of anticipation. Much to my 
amazement, there lay my first Ferdinand VII 2 reales from Mexico City! All the details 
(except the date, of course) were clear and it appeared to date from 1810. No more coins 
turned up that day except an 1888 Indian Head penny.  
     I could hardly wait until the next weekend. The day dawned cool and sunny and I was 
once again in my new “field of dreams.” I only had three hours to spend, but I was sure they 
would be productive. I was right. A short time into the hunt I turned up another 1723 Wood’s 
Hibernia. This one was not quite as nice as the previous, but it was still readily identifiable 
even before I cleaned off the dirt. The second coin I found that day was a totally worn-out 
and dateless George III halfpenny. Relics included a .63 caliber musket ball, several brass 
and tomback buttons, a small buckle, and another ox ball (a brass gizmo that looks like a big 
nut with tapered threads inside: it screws onto the end of an ox horn to lessen the chance of 
him goring his driver). My feelings that this was an early colonial site were heightened by the 
finding of a distinctive Latten spoon bowl from the late 17th/early 18th Centuries. 
 

- Continued on page 9 - 
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The next weekend I continued my search, pacing off the hay field using the harrow pattern as a 
guide to make sure I covered every inch. Near the end of the day I was beginning to think I would 
be skunked, having found only a few plain brass buttons, an ox shoe, some musket balls, and an 
unidentifiable worn-out copper. Shortly before sunset, though, I was rewarded with another “first”: 
a lovely 1783 Nova Constellatio copper. From years of drooling over the “colonial” section of the 
“Red Book”, I recognized the “eye” and rays immediately.  
     The following Sunday, with about 12 hours into the hunt so far, I was getting to the back of the 
field where I naively assume there would be little to find since it was far from the road. I knew I was 
mistaken when I turned up a nice 1908 D Barber quarter. Now I had found three centuries of coins 
in one place. Later, a pretty good 1852 large cent popped up. Then it was off to Burger King. 
     Unfortunately, by the next weekend, winter had arrived. The ground was frozen solid even where 
there was good insulating grass cover. When March rolled around I decided to try my luck on a 
sandy south-facing slope. Some buttons, including a very corroded pewter one, some rivets, and a 
buckle added to my collection. That day I found the first modern coins: four nickels and Lincoln 
Memorial penny. My spirits were beginning to flag when I got another big signal: a 1787 Fugio 
Cent under a rotten turnip. I think that’s one of my favorite Early American coins: I always get a 
thrill when I dig one up no matter what the condition, and this one was pretty decent. 
  Temporarily set back by a return of winter weather, I returned again in late March to search 
another, previously undetected, area. In addition to the usual relics, I found a dateless George II 
halfpenny and a 1724 George I halfpenny that must have been nearly uncirculated when it was lost. 
     A couple of more trips followed: I would go back over previously searched areas in 
perpendicular, then diagonal patterns. Those trips yielded mostly beer can bits and a nice large brass 
button. I have since moved on to “greener” pastures, but I still go back to that field once in a while 
and dream of the many pleasant hours spent finding “neat stuff.” I wonder why that field of several 
acres yielded so many old coins of such variety: there were no indications of any habitation: no 
cellar hole, stones, or bricks. There were very few nails in the ground, and no more than the typical 
bits of ceramics that I find surface collecting in the typical “generic” plowed farm field.  
     Remembering the lesson of that field, I have since tried detecting other fields that seem unrelated 
to any particular historic occupation except for three centuries of farming activities. Some have 
yielded great finds including colonial silver and, recently, a Franklin half-dollar. Others seem to 
have nothing but sliced-up beer cans and shotgun shells. Some of the fields I would think might be 
very productive due to their proximity to known colonial sites have resulted in many hours of “dead 
air.” It boils down to the fact that we just never know what’s there until we start searching. The 
same is true for water sites. Sometimes we get so wrapped up in our research trying to figure out 
where stuff “should be” that we neglect to just “go out and do it.” I think that’s the biggest lesson 
I’ve learned from my “field of dreams.” Sometimes you have to ignore logic and rational thought. 
Sometimes it pays to just put the hours into a place that doesn’t logically deserve your attention. It’s 
a lot like fishing: many hours of boredom, but occasionally you land a big lunker. 

      [Ed. note - thanks to Mark for sharing this story. So many great finds! I’m happy for him, and 
yes, a bit jealous. Was this a field that I passed by, and rejected or didn’t bother to consider? Is it 
one I’ve detected but gave up on too soon? Yet the dream remains alive, as long as there are fields 
to swing our coils over.] 
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UPCOMING EVENTS/HUNTS 
2002 Garrett Club Program: Please register all Garrett metal detectors purchased or received as gifts 
during 2000, with Garrett. If you make them aware that you are a member of YTC, Garrett will credit 
the club with 10% of the purchase price.  Obtain an application form from any YTC officer. This 
credit will be used to purchase items for the club. This is an easy and effective way to support Y.T.C.! 

February 17 (Sunday) - annual Y.T.C. Jack Hube Memorial Polar Bear Hunt. 
Members must be in good standing (i.e., dues paid up) to participate. Hunt will 
begin at 11 a.m. at Hammonassett’s West Beach. Registration starts at 10 
a.m. Rain/snow date is the following Sunday, the 24th. Richard MacRobbie is 
again the Huntmaster. For info./rules, see page 4 of this Probe, and below, 
or   call ‘Mac’ at 860-742-0706. 

FOR SALE   
Slighlty used Minelab Explorer-XS; 10” coil with cover, NiMH battery pack with wall & car chargers;  
back-up alkaline battery holder; headphones and carrying case.  $850.   Phil LaPointe, 860-684-9971. 

...starts at 11:00 A.M. with registration beginning at 10 A.M. (parking lot). Come early and help seed the 
sand at noon. Current members only; hunt fee is only $10.00. Again, the hunt will be at Hammonasset 
State Park’s West Beach (well-marked with signs). Hunt Marshal Richard MacRobbie may postpone the 
hunt until Feb. 24th (same time, location) in case of severe weather. Dress accordingly, long johns, boots, 
gloves and a hat are a must. Bring a snack and warming beverage. Watch your speed, State and Park police 
are usually set up this time of year. Good luck and see you there for the Indian’s chance to get out AGAIN!  

The Jack Hube Polar Bear Hunt 
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 2002 Challenge List – Clarifications 

I’ve received a few comments and questions about the 
Challenge list that appeared in the February Probe. 
Several times I had something rather specific in mind, 
but there was not enough room in those small ‘boxes’ to 
elaborate – so here goes.  
Level 2 – ‘Farm Implement’ – since a horse, mule, etc. 
is an ‘implement’ of sorts, I will accept what might be 
attached to the animal, e.g., a ‘shoe’ (or part of), or an 
identifiable part of its harness, etc. Tractors will not be 
allowed to fulfill this item (but an identifiable part 
might).      (-: 
Level 3 – ‘Metal Item with Portrait’ – this must be a 
portrait of a person, and note I said metal item… I will 
not accept a portrait on candy wrappers, cigarette packs, 
beverage containers, etc. An example of what I’m 
looking for…a cameo, a design on Victorian items such 
as compacts (I get 2-3 items like this each year, so I 
know they’re out there).  Also, the usual full figures on 
religious medals do not count...you must have a picture/
caricature of a person, from the ‘neck up’ (or 
thereabouts).  
Level 4 – ‘Metal Item with State Name/abbreviation’; 
here, too, I won’t accept candy wrappers, food/beverage 
containers, etc. as noted above. Commemorative coins 
other than new ‘state quarters’ will be accepted. 
Level 4 – ‘fat’ Indian cent…the copper nickel Indian 
cents that were minted from 1859 to 1864, noticeably 
thicker than the bronze cents that followed (and they 
also minted the bronze variety in 1864). A hint - the 
copper-nickel cents should read ‘lower’ than later small 
pennies, with Whites and Minelab detectors (I have no 
experience with other brands). 
I’m new at this, so please have patience as I work out 
the ‘bugs’.  Good hunting.              Dave Gregorski 

Missed February Meeting:  
Repercussions 

   It was lucky Chuck happened to call the East Hartford 
library – they had our schedule but didn’t tell us that 
they were closed on the day of the meeting. The Board 
tried hard to come up with an alternative for that week, 
but none was available. Phone calls were made and  
e-mails sent, and we deeply apologize if someone didn’t 
get the message.  
    

Polar Bears Would Have Loved Our 
Hunt! 

By Dave Gregorski 
Despite the uncertain weather forecast, 16 THers and 
friends showed up at Hammonassett beach on Feb. 17. 
A few came early to try their luck with natural finds – 
there was the usual smattering of coins (including a 
silver Rosie), plus a silver earring. A window of calm 
was interrupted by a cold wind, and a hard sprinkle of 
rain mixed with puffs of snow buffeted the handful of 
kind souls helping Mac (huntmaster Richard 
MacRobbie) bury the  coins. A bit later, Nature 
continued to cause problems, as a pack of seagulls saw 
Mac with his bag of prize tokens, and assumed that he 
was bringing them food! One token was plucked from 
the sand and ‘took wing’, before Mac could call for 
help. Two members then patrolled the marked-off beach 
until the planting was completed. (It was an interesting 
sight, Mac yelling and flailing his arms futilely at the 
birds, as they circled above and around him like 
vultures!) 
As we gathered in a circle, the memory of Jack Hube 
was honored, with the suggestion that we try to have fun 
despite the circumstances. About 2 minutes into the 
hunt, the precipitation halted, and the clouds began 
breaking a bit. By the end of the hunt, however, the air 
had gotten considerably colder.  
Around 1200 coins were scoffed up, plus 100 prize 
tokens. (The seagull did not show to claim his prize.) 
Don Bogli found the artifact that allowed him to go for 
the ‘Indian’ (see the February Probe, page 4) – and he 
quickly drew a Lincoln cent from the mix. The Indian 
(and the contents of the treasure chest) are ‘safe’ until 
the next formal club hunt. [An interesting note - the hunt 
field yielded a few deep natural finds – a Wheatie and a 
Buffalo nickel! Also, a profit of $21 went into the club 
treasury] 
There is so much to be done in preparation for this (or 
any) hunt. So much appreciation goes to Mac, for his 
time, efforts, and creativity. Thanks also to those 
assisting him with the raffles, etc. I never knew Jack 
Hube, but I think he would have appreciated how we all 

   It was decided that at the March meeting, two ‘finds of 
the month’ contests will be held. Results from both will 
be published in the April Probe. The club elections are 
being postponed until the April meeting (April 9). 
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                            YTC Officers 
 
President, Chuck Anderson               860-675-3134 
     {canderson18@snet.net} 
         
Vice President, Rick Browne            860-738-0570 
     {rjbrowne@snet.net}                                        
 
Secretary, Mark Sutcliffe                   860-647-7541  
                                      {Msutcl 1776@aol.com} 
 
Treasurer, Ken Gudernatch               860-568-3464 
 
Newsletter, Dave Gregorski               860-742-5836 
                                      {DGRookie@aol.com} 

METAL DETECTORS - - - MAJOR BRANDS   
ACCESSORIES 

J & E ENTERPRISES of  
S. Yarmouth  

 

(Formerly J & E of Suffield, CT) 
Eleanor Hube, 54 Old Main St. at Forest Rd. 

South Yarmouth, MA 02664 
1-508-760-2100 
Fax 1-508-760-3738 

e-mail,  jetrhub@gis.net 
 

Factory Authorized Dealer for Fisher, Garrett, Minelab, Tesoro, & 
Whites . Coil Covers, Headphones, Beach & Water Scoops, 

Books, Etc., 

SALES, SERVICE & RENTALS 
Accepts Discover, Mastercard and Visa 

(Will ship UPS) 

Yankee Territory Coinshooters 
Code of Ethics 

Respect the rights and property of others. 
Never destroy historical or archeological artifacts. 
Observe all laws, whether national, state, or local. 
Aid law enforcement officials whenever possible. 

Leave the land and vegetation as it was. 
FILL IN ALL HOLES. 

Remove all trash and litter, take it with you when you 
leave. 

Remember that all coinshooters may be judged by the 
example YOU set. Always conduct yourself with 

courtesy and consideration toward others. 

The CT Children’s Place Sends Us a 
‘Thank You’ 

Here are excerpts from two letters sent to us, in 
appreciation of Y.T.C.’s continued support. 

Dear Friends of the Children, 
Thank you for your generous donation of various items 
[and cash], to be used for the children at the 
Connecticut Children’s Place. Gifts such as yours make 
the holiday season much more enjoyable for the kids. 
[This] facility provides residential care and educational 
instruction for abused and neglected children between 
the ages of 10 and 18 from all over Connecticut. 
Donations such as yours play an important part in 
allowing us to provide many ‘extras’ for the children 
during the holiday season.  

Again, thank you for thinking of the children and on 
their behalf, we send you best wishes for a joyous 
holiday season. 
       
   Yours very truly, 
   Joyce Welch, Superintendent 
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March 2002 Club Outing at Westbrook 
 

The March YTC club outing will be held, weather permitting, on Sunday March 24th, 2002 at the 
town-owned “West Beach” on Seaside Avenue in Westbrook, CT. The outing will begin about 
10:00 a.m. Low tide is –0.2 feet at 12:45 p.m. This location features at least 1000 feet of sandy 
beach with some gravel, and extensive tidal flats that have yielded many interesting finds in the 
past. If you plan to detect the tidal flats, be prepared for sticky clay-like mud. The intertidal zone 
yielded at least one class ring this winter. Prizes will be awarded in various categories. Bring a 
lunch. 
 
Directions: Take I-95 north or south to exit 65, Route 153. Take Route 153 south to U.S. Route 1 
south. At about ½ mile take a left onto Seaside Avenue and follow it about 3/4ths of a mile to 
West Beach on your left. There is a paved parking lot. There are no restroom facilities available 
there. 
 
For more information, or questions as to the weather, call Mark Sutcliffe at 860-647-7541 until 
8:00 a.m. on the day of the event. In case of unavailability of this beach for any reason, we will 
relocate to the Clinton Town Beach {go west on Route 1 to downtown Clinton, left on Waterside 
Lane (look for ‘Boat Launch” sign) to end. This beach has similar mud flats, smaller sandy beach, 
and a Port-O-Let.} It should go without saying, but please be considerate of your fellow members 

Your $1 Will Buy… 
Currency exchange rates (between countries) vary on a daily basis. A U.S. dollar would buy the following 
amount of foreign currency: 
Canada – 1.60 dollars  European – 1.12 euros   Mexico- 9.23 pesos 

Venezuela – 743.5 bolivars Germany – 2.18 marks   Ireland – 0.88 punt 

Italy – 2,159.93 lira  Hong Kong – 7.80 dollars  Sweden – 10.59 krona 

Thailand – 44.67 baht  Great Britain – 0.69 pounds  Israel – 4.27 shekels 

[From the Journal Inquirer, Nov. 8, 2001.]   

Tidbit 
   Seven varieties of Lincoln cents were issued in 1982, and they apparently will be recognized by inclusion in 
the new Red Book (A Guide Book of United States Coins) coming out this summer. No one is quite sure yet 
what the mintages or values are, but it is thought that the large date zinc cent carrying a D (for Denver) mint 
mark may be one of the rarest. 
   The seven varieties are large and small date bronze from Philadelphia, large and small date zinc from 
Philadelphia, large and small date zinc from Denver and small date bronze from Denver. No large date 
Denver bronze has been found. Numismatic News reported that some sources believe the Denver large date 
zinc pennies may have been minted for only three to six weeks.  

[From the April, 1983 Probe.] 
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GOOD INFO TO KNOW 

Place the contents of your wallet on a photocopy machine, do both sides of each license, credit card, etc., you 
will know what you had in your wallet and all of the account numbers and phone numbers to call and cancel. 
 
Keep the photocopy in a safe place.  A corporate attorney sent this out to the employees in his company.  I pass 
it along, for your information.  We've all heard horror stories about fraud that's committed us in your name, 
address, SS#, credit, etc. 
 
Unfortunately I (the author of this piece who happens to be an attorney) have first hand knowledge, because 
my wallet was stolen last month and within a week the thieves ordered an expensive monthly cell phone 
package, applied for a VISA credit card, had a credit line approved to buy a Gateway computer, received a PIN 
number from DMV to change my driving record information online, and more. 
 
But here's some critical information to limit the damage in case this happens to you or someone you know. 
 
As everyone always advises,  
a.   Cancel your credit cards immediately, but the key is having the toll free numbers and your card numbers 
handy so you know whom to call. Keep those where you can find them easily. 
 
b.   File a police report immediately in the jurisdiction where it was stolen, this proves to credit providers you 
were diligent, and is a first step toward an investigation (if there ever is one). 
 
But here's what is perhaps most important: 
(I never ever thought to do this) 

Call the three national credit reporting organizations immediately to place a fraud alert on your name and SS#.  
I had never heard of doing that until advised by a bank that called to tell me an application for credit was made 
over the Internet in my name.  The alert means any company that checks your credit knows your information 
was stolen and they have to contact you by phone to authorize new credit. 

By the time I was advised to do this, almost two weeks after the theft, all the damage had been done. There are 
records of all the credit checks initiated by the thieves' purchases, none of which I knew about before placing 
the alert. Since then, no additional damage has been done, and the thieves threw my wallet away this weekend 
(someone turned it in). 
It seems to have stopped them in their tracks. 
 
The numbers are: 
Equifax: 1-800-525-6285  
Experian (formerly TRW): 1-888-397-3742  
Trans Union: 1-800-680-7289  
Social Security Administration (fraud line): 1-800-269-0271  
 
[Thanks to Carol Janak for submitting this.] 

Tidbit 
The life of a $1 bill is about 18 months. A $50 or $100 bill will last about 20 years. For over 100 years, the 
Crane paper company has made the paper used in making our U.S. bills. 
[From the April, 1986 Probe.] 



- 6 - 

March 
 

Be Careful What You Ask For 
By Dave Gregorski 

At a Y.T.C. meeting late last winter, several members 
shared their detecting ‘wish list’ for the coming year. All 
who spoke desired a personal ‘first’, mostly coins. I 
remember wanting a seated coin, but thought another 
item might be more realistic – a silver half dollar earlier 
than the Kennedy series. (I already had one of those.)  
What I actually was picturing as I spoke, was a Barber 
half. But I guess ‘pictures’ don’t count – I should have 
been more specific. I was very fortunate (and pleased) to 
find 2 Walker halves that very month, and a silver 
Franklin later in the year – but no Barber. One has to be 
careful with the ‘detecting gods’, as they have a peculiar 
sense of humor. I think they’re related to the genies that 
reside in bottles, and to the trickster-beings  that plagued 
the old cultures of our Southwest.  
SO – if any of those entities are listening, for 2002, I 
would like a seated coin (ANY denomination), and a 
gold ring that’s greater than 14K. And oh yes…a Barber 
half, please. Thanking you in advance. 

[The day after I wrote this article, I found an 1898 
Barber half dollar. Maybe I finally ‘asked’ in a clear-
enough way. Maybe it was perseverance (I logged in ~7 
miles of walking)? Maybe it was just luck.  Or maybe 
it’s that sometimes, dreams do come true.] 
         Keep dreaming. 

Tidbit 
Seven varieties of Lincoln cents were issued in 
1982, and they apparently will be recognized by 
inclusion in the new Red Book (A Guide Book of 
United States Coins) coming out this summer. No 
one is quite sure yet what the mintages or values 
are, but it is thought that the large date zinc cent 
carrying a D (for Denver) mint mark may be one of 
the rarest. 
The seven varieties are large and small date bronze 
from Philadelphia, large and small date zinc from 
Philadelphia, large and small date zinc from 
Denver and small date bronze from Denver. No 
large date Denver bronze has been found. 
Numismatic News reported that some sources 
believe the Denver large date zinc pennies may 
have been minted for only three to six weeks.  
[From the April, 1983 Probe.] 

Cairo Gold 
Cairo, Egypt – Ancient, precious gold coins stolen by 
workers from their hiding place behind a wall in a 
medieval house have been recovered by police and 
turned over to a Cairo museum. Three-quarters of the 
3,611 medieval coins in the priceless collection were 
minted in Europe. 
According to police, the saga of the coins began last 
spring in a house named for a 19th century slave of 
Turkish origin, Zainab Khatoun. In May, workers 
contracted by the Egyptian Antiquities Organization, 
dismantling a sagging wall found two jars containing 
gold coins and secretly took the booty. Seven suspects 
were arrested and the coins returned after a police 
tipster alerted authorities to the recent appearance on 
the illegal antiquities market of large numbers of gold 
coins. 
When the report hit the newspapers, a granddaughter 
of the Turkish slave sued the government. But anti-
quities officials claimed possession under an Egyptian 
law giving the government ownership of objects older 
than 100 years. Last month, police signed over the 
coins to Cairo’s Islamic Museum. 
[From the Dec., 1990-Jan., 1991 Probe.] 

[I guess detectorists are finally having an impact on 
the U.S. coin supply, by finding and turning in lost 
coins!] 

U.S. MINT BEGINS ROUND OF LAYOFFS 

PHILADELPHIA---A surplus of coins, perhaps 
compounded by Americans emptying their change jars 
in the softening economy, has prompted the U.S. Mint 
to begin layoffs. Instead of 23 billion new pennies, 
nickels, dimes, and quarters next year, mint officials 
now believe they'll need only 15 billion. The mint had 
already made too many coins during the past year. 
  The mint has begun laying off 357 people 
nationwide, including workers at major coin pro-
duction plants in Philadelphia and Denver, the 
newspaper reported Wednesday. 
  The drop in demand for new coins is staggering, says 
James Benfield, executive director of the Coin 
Coalition, a Washington lobbying group that supports 
the dollar coin. 

Source: The Hartford Courant November 22, 2001 
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                                                  ''1901 versus 2001'' 
 
Some of us may remember some of the following and most of us realize the amazing changes which occurred 
during the 20th Century, but the contrasts of what was in 1901 as opposed to what is in 2001 are awesome. 
Now that the 21st Century has finally arrived, it might be fun to look back at the beginning of the last century 
and see what it was like. Read on! 
 
The average life expectancy in the United States was 47. 
Only 14% of the homes in the United States had a bathtub. 
Only 8% of the homes had a telephone. A three minute call from Denver to New York City cost eleven 
dollars. 
There were only 8,000 cars in the US and 144 miles of paved roads. 
The maximum speed limit in most cities was 10 mph. 
Alabama, Mississippi, Iowa, and Tennessee were each more heavily populated than California. 
With a mere 1.4 million residents, California was only the twenty-first most populous State in the Union. 
The tallest structure in the world was the Eiffel Tower. 
The average wage in the US was twenty-two cents an hour. 
The average US worker made between $200 and $400 per year. 
A competent accountant could expect to earn $2000 per year, a dentist $2500 per year, a veterinarian between 
$1500 and $4000 per year and a mechanical engineer about $5000 per year. 
 
More than 95% of all births in the United States took place at home. 
Ninety percent of all US physicians had no college education. Instead, they attended medical schools, many of 
which were condemned in the press and by the government as "substandard." 
Sugar cost four cents a pound. Eggs were fourteen cents a dozen. Coffee cost fifteen cents a pound. 
Most women only washed their hair once a month and used borax or egg yolks for shampoo. 
Canada passed a law prohibiting poor people from entering the Country for any reason, either as travelers or  
immigrants. 
The five leading causes of death in the US were: 
1. Pneumonia and influenza 
2. Tuberculosis 
3. Diarrhea 
4. Heart disease 
5. Stroke 
 
The American flag had 45 stars. Arizona, Oklahoma, New Mexico, Hawaii and Alaska hadn't been admitted to 
the Union yet. 
Drive-by-shootings -- in which teenage boys galloped down the street on horses and started randomly shooting 
at houses, carriages, or anything else that caught their fancy -- were an ongoing problem in Denver and 
other cities in the West. 
The population of Las Vegas, Nevada, was thirty. The remote desert community was inhabited by only a 
handful of ranchers and their families. 
Plutonium, insulin, and antibiotics hadn't been discovered yet. 
Scotch tape, crossword puzzles, canned beer and iced tea hadn't been invented. 
There was no Mother's Day or Father's Day. 
One in ten US adults couldn't read or write. 
Only 6% of all Americans had graduated from high school. 
Marijuana, heroin, and morphine were all available over the counter at corner drugstores. 
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A Trail of Indians 
Another Tale from the Woods 

By Jim Groom 
 

     This story has nothing to do with Indians, and the 
trail wasn’t really much of a trail, either.  But to start 
with that, I’d be getting ahead of myself… 
     I promised to write of my yearly fall camping trip 
again this year, whether I found anything or not.  I also 
promised a little history of the area I’ve camped at and 
metal detected the previous two years.  Even though 
I’m currently writing several papers for school, I’ll 
squeeze this article in to fulfill both promises.  Then I’ll 
be able to sleep at night. 
     First let me state right off that even though I was 
afraid, as you could tell from my last report, that I might 
not find much, I found more coins than I did the two 
previous years combined.  I owe my success to a 
couple of techniques that I will soon divulge. 
     After setting up camp on a beautiful Thursday 
evening, I planned what I would do the next morning 
while I observed my surroundings over a couple beers 
and some beef stew. 
    My plan?  Instead of wandering around looking for 
potentially good areas to detect, I decided to stick to 
the one small area where I had most of my success the 
two previous years.  If you remember, I found a Seated 
Liberty dime last year and a Walking Liberty half the 
year before that in the same general location.  That 
was the place I decided to stick to.  The second half of 
my strategy was simple:  using a small (6”) coil, I would 
carefully probe in and around the fallen hemlocks with 
their myriad of branches.  It would be tough, but as it 
turned out worth it. 
     I mentioned observing my surroundings.  All around 
my campsite, and the surrounding area, was cut 
granite.  Some of these large rocks even had iron bars 
embedded in them.  I have found, since that first 
camping trip, through a little research that this Island 
was quarried around 1900.  This would explain some of 
my older coins, but what about all the stuff from the 
thirties, forties and fifties? 
     Well, this is where the two halves of this article 
come together.  Friday morning, I set out detecting as I 

had planned.  The amount of fallen hemlocks was  
overwhelming, due to the disease that has killed them 
off in the past several years.   Among this dead wood 
many puzzle pieces came together.  I found old tent 
pegs, tin cans and dropped hunting ammunition.  
Without realizing it, I had discovered a long used 
hunting camp.  Over a ledge and down the side of a 
steep hill toward a swamp was more discarded junk 
than anyone can imagine.  What annoyed me were the 
very old Coke bottles, always broken, never a whole 
one. 
     Anyway, after finding some old fire pits I hadn’t 
noticed earlier, I dug an Indian, 1906, and a ’39 Merc.  
Then Friday afternoon I got a first:  after 9 years of 
detecting I got my first silver war nickel, a ’43D.  Soon 
after that I dug a ’46 Rosie. 
     Saturday morning, unfortunately, I woke up sick.  I 
had a cold.  Needless to say it didn’t stop me.  I dug up 
two Indian Head cents in a row, 1906 (again) and a 
1901.  It then occurred to me that all three Indians were 
in a perfect row, and if I drew a line through them it led 
to where I got the Seated Liberty last fall.  So I stuck to 
the line, and detected the “trail.”  I soon got a huge 
bottle cap signal under a vine, and dug sideways to 
check it out.  Out of the ground came a large gold 
mans wedding band, 18K.  Not bad for a guy who 
never detects in the water. 
     Right after that, under a bunch of branches, I got a 
good dime signal.  Sure enough, it was a 1912 Barber 
dime.  I used my video camera to record myself 
digging, which I promised my wife I would do.  But on 
my way back to the camera I dropped the dime!  So 
using my detector I tried to find it again, and a couple 
feet away from the hole of the Barber, I got a dime 
signal.  But my machine said it was 4 ½ inches deep!  I 
dug, and to my surprise got another Barber, this one a 
1906.  (What’s with 1906?)  Eventually, I found the 
dime I dropped under my camera tripod. 
     That afternoon I continued the trail, exhausted from 
my cold, and got another Indian Head, 1887.  On the 
final morning, completely worn out, I wandered a little 
away from the main area I had been detecting; for the 
trial began to grow cold. 

Continued on page 9 
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      That afternoon I continued the trail, exhausted from 

my cold, and got another Indian Head, 1887.  On the final 
morning, completely worn out, I wandered a little away 
from the main area I had been detecting; for the trial 
began to grow cold. 
     I found a spot where I dug 2 wheaties, adding to the 6 
I had found in the previous two days of detecting.  I stood 
up to relight my cigar, and there on a log, all in one piece, 
was lying an old Coke bottle.  That really made my day, I 
have a few old bottles I’ve found in my collection, but 
always wanted one of these.  And there it was, sitting 
there like someone placed it there a few minutes earlier, 
knowing I would stumble across it. 
     I called it a trip, and paddled my sick butt back to 
civilization later that day.  It was a great time; the weather 
perfect and the finds a dream come true, in spite of falling 
ill.  I’ll be back next year, I think.  Until then, I’ll see you in 
the woods… 

Birthstones 
   In case you’re fortunate enough to find jewelry with 
gemstones attached, here is the traditional connection 
between such stones and the month one was born in. 
   A modest detecting goal might be to find one’s 
birthstone. Then, you can go for the compete list. 
Afterward (for waterhunters only), how about each 
month, finding the appropriate (matching) stone? Just 
a few suggestions, to keep your interest.   (-:     Ed. 

 January   Garnet 
 February  Amethyst 
 March   Aquamarine 
 April   Diamond 
 May   Emerald  (my  
    personal favorite, and 
    also my birthstone) 
 June   Pearl 
 July   Ruby 
 August   Peridot  (a.k.a.  
    Olivine) 
 September  Sapphire 
 October   Opal 
 November  Topaz 
 December  Turquoise 

Wedding Jewels 
 
 No matter what they say about September, 
2001, bringing on an era of restraint and sacrifice, 
wedding couples are not scrimping on the engagement 
and wedding jewelry. 
 Diamond engagement ring sales were up more 
than 19 percent over average in September and 17 
percent more in October, according to a survey of U.S. 
retail jewelers by the industry groups Jewelers of 
America and the Diamond Information Center. 
 What's more, couples are becoming more 
adventuresome in their choices, with unusual modern 
designs, such as diamond bands and engagement rings 
with flexible settings - the rings bend and have 
movable link settings. And they're choosing traditional 
types that have been refreshed with new looks, 
according to the industry. 
 More of the choices echo the looks of the 
traditional anniversary band. "New styles of rings that 
feature diamonds in distinct bezel settings surrounding 
the band are growing in popularity," says Shaye 
Strager, a jewelry stylist and trends forecaster. 
 - Examples of the new flexible rings are found 
in Piero Milano's Mili collection, with diamonds set in 
textured, flowerlike 18K white gold settings. 
 - Gold wedding bands richly embellished with 
diamonds and colored stones in period-look designs are 
offered by Cathy Carmendy. One of her designs 
features raised fleurettes and squares studded with 
gems. 
 - A band entirely surrounded with diamonds is 
offered by Michael B. The matching engagement ring 
has a princess-cut center stone. 
 - The Lucida diamond ring, introduced by 
Tiffany & Co. just two years ago, already has become a 
classic, and this season there is a three-stone version. 
The distinction of the stone is that it has a high step-cut 
crown and wide pronounced corners. Light is carried 
through its brilliantstyle pavilion. 
 - The Royal Asscher cut is a new version of the 
traditional emerald shape with a greater number of 
facets (74), a higher crown setting and steeper pavilion. 
This is an exclusive from M. Fabrikant & Sons. 
 - The Rand Diamond has a distinctive 
symmetical faceting and comes with a "birth 
certificate" from the manufacturer. That enables the 
buyer to know where the diamond originated and its 
journey through the manufacturing and retail processes. 
[Reference lost, my apologies. And you waterhunters, 
wipe the drool off your chins!       Ed.] 
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UPCOMING EVENTS/HUNTS 
2002 Garrett Club Program: Please register all Garrett metal detectors purchased or received as 
gifts during 2000, with Garrett. If you make them aware that you are a member of YTC, Garrett will 
credit the club with 10% of the purchase price.  Obtain an application form from any YTC officer. 
This credit is used to procure the yearly Freedom Ace Give-A-Way detector. This is an easy and 
effective way to support your club! 

April 14 (Sunday) - Biil Sweetland Memorial Hunt (Jersey Coast Treasure Hunters Club) - 
3 hunts, much silver, contact Art @ (732)-223-3500. $70 by April 1, $80 afterward - Dave 
Gregorski has an application. No pulse detectors allowed.  

April 21 (Sunday) - Coin Show @ the Polish National Home, 60 Charter Oak Ave., 
Hartford. Free admission and parking - call 860-247-1784 for details. 

April 27-28- Susquehanna Valley Club Treasure Hunt, Winfield, PA; all silver, 100% 
payback - contact ED BURKE @ (570) -287-5022,  E-MAIL: potogold@epix.net  

May 11 (Saturday) - 10th annual Open Treasure Hunt (Gateway Treasure Hunters Club), 
at Onset Beach, MA;  3 hunts for $45  - for info., contact Donald Fisher, 508-295-1401, e-
mail Fisher5DS@aol.com - no scoops, tool width, 2” max. - first hunt starts at 10 A.M. 
 
October 18-20 - FMDAC Treasure Weekend and Convention, on Lake Erie (Ohio); many 
great prizes, varying fees depending on cut-off dates - see Richard MacRobbie or a  Y.T.C.     
officer for a notice and application. 

FOR SALE   
Slighlty used Minelab Explorer-XS; 10” coil with cover, NiMH battery pack with wall & car chargers;  
back-up alkaline battery holder; headphones and carrying case.  $850.   Phil LaPointe, 860-684-9971. 

Snowbirds Strike Gold 
   A Nebraska couple wintering in Arizona recently found a 47-ounce nugget containing an estimated 29 ounces 
of gold. “A piece of gold that size is unheard of,” said a spokesperson of the club which owns claims on the 
acreage where the nugget was found.  

   The Dorans spend 3 months in this Colorado River community [Lake Havasu City] each year, and check out 
some part of the club’s 1,600 acres of claims three times a week during their stay. That’s where, using a metal 
detector, the nugget was found. “It looked like the other rocks, only it was heavier.” The nugget was appraised as 
being worth between $12,000 and $20,000, the high value having to do with rarity since few large nuggets are 
found in Arizona. The Dorans haven’t sold it, however, “We had to show it to everyone first. Right now it’s in a 
bank vault in Omaha.” 

[Excerpted from The Prober, June, 2001.] 
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Minutes of Yankee Territory Coinshooters Meeting March 12, 2002: 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:10 p.m. by President Chuck Anderson with 23 members and 3 guests present. 
 There were no minutes because the February meeting was canceled due to Presidents’ Day. 
 The February and March Treasurer’s Reports were accepted as read. 
 We received a notice to renew the club’s liability insurance policy for $360 (the same figure as last year). A  
 motion was made to renew the policy. Discussion followed as to the need and the expense. The motion was 

withdrawn by the maker and replaced by a motion to table the question. We will take up the subject at the April 
meeting. 

 Six members present were FMDAC members. A motion was made and approved 5:1 to approve the proposed 
FMDAC bylaw change to allow the hiring of an Executive Director. 

 There were no volunteers to sell B.O.N.E. 9 raffle tickets. 
 Calendars and 2002 summer tide charts were available from Rick Browne. 

 The Cape Cod Outing is planned for September 7-12. A fun hunt event will begin at midnight Friday night and 
end at 11:30 a.m. Saturday the 8th. Prizes will be awarded for various categories of finds so save everything! 

 Quartermaster Richard MacRobbie has plastic badge holders available for name tags at the meetings. 
 Huntmaster Richard MacRobbie reported on the Jack P. Hube Memorial Polar Bear Hunt. It snowed, and 

rained, and the wind blew, and herring gulls stole at least two of the hunt tokens. But, 16 members attended and 
the sun eventually came out. Don Bogli and Donna Ketchin won the raffles. Don won the chance to draw for 
the Treasure Chest but was unsuccessful. Mac thanked all the donors. The hunt turned a profit of $21.00 for the 
club. 

 Chuck Anderson reported on nominations for the elections which have been postponed until April. As of yet, 
we do not have commitments for President or Vice President, or several key volunteer spots. 

 Mark Sutcliffe spoke about the upcoming Club Outing and a speaker for the May meeting. 
 We finally had the final drawing for the Gold Coin Raffle: Carl Muller won the gold coins and Bruce Morris 

won 5 scratch-off CT lottery tickets. 

 For the evening’s program, several members showed off their career best finds. Dave Gregorski displayed 
several of his “firsts” including a George III halfpenny, Civil War Token, 1863 Indian Head cent, and Flying 
Eagle cent: all of which he found while detecting with friends. He advises not to give up on targets that sound 
“pretty good.” Richard MacRobbie displayed a variety of the types of rings he has found in the water since 
1985 or 6, including a diamond ring and gold coin ring. A 1929 is his earliest dated class ring. His best single 
day at the beach netted him 4 gold and 6 silver rings. Rick Browne showed off a list of his top finds in a dozen 
categories. He found a 282-286 AD Roman coin, a Moorish coin, and a stone arrowhead in Spain. He has a “hat 
trick” of gold, silver, and platinum rings from the same beach in the same day. He showed a size 15 ½ x 12mm 
(HUGE) gold wedding band, a ring with 25 diamonds, and a 24kt chain weighing 49½ grams! Bruce Morris 
displayed a Civil War Union Army sword plate and other relics including a candle snuffer/wick trimmer, brass 
padlock, silver type set, and a Fugio cent. Mark Sutcliffe displayed a Revolutionary War French Army officer’s 
knee breeches buckle, a coat button from the Soissonnais Regiment, a 1717 Spanish 2 reales, large 14kt 
Claddagh ring, and a 1787 Connecticut Copper as his “five best” career finds. Chuck Anderson showed us his 
1656 French Liard, Spanish silver cob coins, and Colonial coppers. 

 Richard MacRobbie won the Attendance Drawing for 2 silver quarters. 
 Jack Rice won the 1921 Silver Dollar Raffle. 
 Carl Muller won the 50/50 Raffle. 
 Rick Browne has found gold in 51 consecutive months. 
 Challenge Master Dave Gregorski announced that Vinnie DiBattista attained Challenge Level 1. 
 We received a “thank you” note from the owner of the Post Farm where the Fall Hunt was held. We had given 

her a restaurant gift certificate to thank her for allowing us to use the field. 
 The meeting adjourned at 9:15 p.m. 

 Respectfully submitted, Mark Sutcliffe, Secretary. 
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                            YTC Officers 
 
President, Chuck Anderson               860-675-3134 
     {canderson18@snet.net} 
         
Vice President, Rick Browne            860-738-0570 
     {rjbrowne@snet.net}                                        
 
Secretary, Mark Sutcliffe                   860-647-7541  
                                      {Msutcl 1776@aol.com} 
 
Treasurer, Ken Gudernatch               860-568-3464 
 
Newsletter, Dave Gregorski               860-742-5836 
                                      {DGRookie@aol.com} 

METAL DETECTORS - - - MAJOR BRANDS   
ACCESSORIES 

J & E ENTERPRISES of  
S. Yarmouth  

 

(Formerly J & E of Suffield, CT) 
Eleanor Hube, 54 Old Main St. at Forest Rd. 

South Yarmouth, MA 02664 
1-508-760-2100 
Fax 1-508-760-3738 

e-mail,  jetrhub@gis.net 
 

Factory Authorized Dealer for Fisher, Garrett, Minelab, Tesoro, & 
Whites . Coil Covers, Headphones, Beach & Water Scoops, 

Books, Etc., 

SALES, SERVICE & RENTALS 
Accepts Discover, Mastercard and Visa 

(Will ship UPS) 

Yankee Territory Coinshooters 
Code of Ethics 

Respect the rights and property of others. 
Never destroy historical or archeological artifacts. 
Observe all laws, whether national, state, or local. 
Aid law enforcement officials whenever possible. 

Leave the land and vegetation as it was. 
FILL IN ALL HOLES. 

Remove all trash and litter, take it with you when you 
leave. 

Remember that all coinshooters may be judged by the 
example YOU set. Always conduct yourself with 

courtesy and consideration toward others. 

April Club Outing 
 
   The April YTC Outing will be held on Sunday, 
April 14th, 2002. Meet in the parking lot of Kathy 
John’s Restaurant at the intersection of Routes 44 
and 195 in Mansfield, Conn. at 9:00 a.m. for a 
day of land detecting. The outing is weather 
permitting.  
   If you can’t make it right at 9:00 a.m., 
directions to the hunt site will be posted on Kathy 
John’s signpost. We will plan to have lunch there. 
Prizes will be awarded in several categories! If 
you have any questions, call or e-mail Mark 
Sutcliffe at 860-647-7541 or 
MSUTCL1776@aol.com. All YTC members are 
welcome to attend. 
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President’s Message 
As my term as President comes to a close, I’d 
like to take a moment to thank those members 
who actively contribute their time and efforts 
for the benefit of the club. I’d particularly like 
to thank my fellow officers and the members 
of the Executive Committee. 
I’d also like to thank the other club members 
who perform the various tasks at each 
meeting, such as bringing refreshments, 
lugging the library books, and running the 
monthly raffles. 
It has been a pleasure to serve as the Y.T.C. 
President for the past two years. I wish the 
new President the best of luck.   

Speaker for May Meeting 
Doug Schwartz is the Connecticut coordinator of the 
New England Antiquities Research Association 
(NEARA). NEARA is a 35-year-old group formed to 
study and preserve our region's unique stone and 
earthen constructions. He will be giving a talk entitled  
“Reconstructing the lost history of New England's 
vanished indigenous civilization” at the May Y.T.C. 
meeting. 
The presentation will focus on the Native civilization 
once centered in New England.  
*Who were these people? 
*Where did they come from and where did they go? 
*When were they here? 
*What did they leave behind? 
The Northeast is saturated with stone cairns, stone 
chambers, standing stones, propped boulders, mounds, 
wells, walls, petroglyphs, effigies, etc.  General 
knowledge of these constructions disappeared near the 
start of the present century, and a myth arose that the 
Indians did not build anything with stone.  
We will examine the surviving architecture of this 
society, the religion which underlies this architecture, 
and the ways in which the celestial cycles were tied to 
the natural landscape of our region. We will look at 
what remains and what it all means.  
[Thanks to Mark Sutcliffe for arranging this talk.] 

Were You at the April ‘Fun Hunt’? 
If not, you missed an interesting time. The mud flats at 
Westbrook Town Beach were extensive, and the half-
dozen members who showed up criss-crossed each 
other trying to scare up some finds. Probably as many 
coins were dug on the dry sand as the wet...there was 
some erosion of the upper beach, and a silver Rosie 
was found there, plus a 1920 Italian coin. 
It was a good time, though very surprisingly no jewelry 
was found. Much of the available sand/mud was left 
untouched. Mark awarded some scratch tickets, and 
everyone had gotten some coins plus assorted sinkers 
and fishing lures. The weather was great...warmer than 
expected and not much wind. Thanks to Mark for 
setting this up - as usual, it was an opportunity for club 
members to spend some good times together.   
[The truth can now be told. The strong 3-day winds had 
uncovered part of a wreck, and everyone found at least 
one piece of Spanish silver. By the time you read this, 
there’s no more left, of course.You never know what 
you might miss, at one of our fun hunts!] 

Bone 9 - April 26 - 28 
In Keene, NH, visit this annual combination of hunts, 
displays, contests and seminars. All kinds of hunt/meal 
options - contact George Streeter @ 1-800-447-6014, 
or see website  www.streeters.org 

Two Nickels 
Americans were fascinated by the purchasing power of 
the 5-cent nickel in 1900. A nickel didn’t make you 
rich, but it gave you a feeling of empowerment. For 5 
cents you could get a beer or a cup of coffee (with a 
free re-fill), a handful of crackers from a cracker barrel, 
a slice of cheese, a Coke, a hot dog, three donuts, or an 
ice cream cone. It was the standard fare on street cars 
and the Staten Island ferry. You could take a taxi ride 
for a nickel or make a phone call or buy a dozen roses, 
a plug of chewing tobacco, a pack of cigarettes, a linen 
handkerchief, a change purse, a tiny bottle of perfume, 
or a night in a flophouse.  
Back then having a nickel in your pocket was a good 
feeling, or better yet, as the saying goes,  “two nickels 
to rub together”.  
From the U.S. News & World Report, August 6, 2001, 
as appeared in the I.T.T.H.C. Treasure News.] 
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 Why Doesn’t Greenwich Secede from the 

U.S.? 
Part 1:  Just an FYI, after reading an article in the 
March 5 Hartford Courant. Not only doesn’t Green-
wich want to share their beach, but now town officials 
want to extend their ‘hospitality’ to include all town 
parks. Beginning April 1, nonresidents can obtain a 
season ‘park’ pass for $308. This includes access to the 
beach, but beach parking is an extra $100 (per season). 
They do give a break to those aged 5-13… their pass is 
only $149. Even the town common is no longer free 
(it’s considered a park). The common is described as “a 
great place to enjoy lunch or a walk after shopping on 
Greenwich Avenue.” Not.      
Part 2:  According to the March 9 Courant, Greenwich 
has backtracked re. its beach/park policy. Out-of-
towners can now buy a day pass for the beach for $10, 
and a day parking pass for $20 per vehicle. [How bad 
do you want to detect the Greenwich beach? Who’s got 
the biggest van? Think they’ll welcome us with open 
arms?] The former fee structure was widely criticized. 
Now there are no restrictions on parks. A State 
legislator had called the old policy “discriminatory and 
elitist”, and got it right. He now says that Greenwich 
has (suddenly) gotten more mature – what do you 
think? 
Part 3: As of mid-March, Greenwich residents were 
upset with the latest beach policy. They think it will 
allow too many undesirables (that is, anyone who is not 
a Greenwich resident), onto their beaches. Stay tuned.     
Ed. 

Did You Know? 
That the chemical symbol for gold is Au ? 
That pure gold will melt at 1,950 degrees Fahrenheit? 
That gold is the most malleable of all metals? 
That a single gram of gold [smaller than a pencil 
eraser] can be reduced to leaf form covering 6 square 
feet? 
That a single grain of gold can be drawn into a fine 
wire 600 feet long? 
A gold hammer can break down an iron door? 
Of the total gold contained in the earth’s crust, man has 
secured only .0000186 of one percent of it? [And I’m 
sure most of that has been found by Y.T.C. water 
hunters.]  

Excerpts from a ‘Thank You’ Letter 

Dear Rick [Browne], 
     Have received my class ring safe and sound, and my 
hand now is already decorated with a 38 years old "lost 
friend." I want to thank you, Rick, for your honesty and 
persistence without which nothing would have 
happened. It would have been much easier for you to 
forget about the whole thing and keep the ring as 
another item of your collection; but no, you refused to 
do that because you saw that this class ring could make 
someone happy even if that "someone" is half way 
across the globe. I must congratulate you and your 
family for having a father and a husband with character 
and integrity. 
     True I was happy to have the ring back but I was 
much more delighted and impressed by the way the 
whole thing was handled because the human touch was 
astoundingly obvious.I wish the world has more people 
like Rick Browne, who gives value and importance to 
the human factor in dealing with others. Again, thank 
you, Rick, and as an expression of my gratitude I 
enclose, herewith, a $100 check to be given to a cause 
of your choice. I hope you will keep in touch and who 
knows our paths may cross someday and we may get to 
meet each other after all. 
Elias J. Wakeem 
P.S.  Can you let me know how long ago [it was]when 
you found the ring? 
Information from Rick: 

The 1963 University of Rhode Island class ring was 
lost in either 1963 or 1964 and found on March 25, 
2001 in knee deep water at Scarboro Beach. In the 
same hole was another class ring, which I have had no 
luck in locating the owner. Dorien at URI provided 
Elias' address in Cypress, Cyprus. I mailed a letter to 
him on April 12, 2001. It was forward to Elias in 
Damascus, Syria and answered on August 12, 2001. As 
Elias was moving to California he asked me to hold 
onto the ring until he could received it at his California 
address. Elias called me on September 22nd from Syria 
to inform me a delay in moving because of 9-11.  
Christmas cards were exchanged and ring was mail on 
January 9th and received by Elias on January 22nd 
2002. 
As I have done with other "rewards", I will purchase 
hobby related reference material and give it to the 
Y.T.C. library for all members and friends to enjoy. 
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Thanks to Phil Skewes for 
helping out with this doubled-
up FOM display. Below is the 

report for the ‘missing’ 
February meeting. Bold, italics 

indicates the winners  

COINS GOLD/SILVER pre-1900    NO ENTRY 
 
           post-1899     CARL MULLER  1925 Standing Liberty Quarter 
      Rick Browne    1948 Washington Quarter 
 
COIN/OTHER   pre-1900     NO ENTRY 
 
          post-1899    DAVE GREGORSKI   1973 One Escudo Portugal Coin 
 
TOKEN/MEDAL        VINCENT DIBATTISTA   ‘Chuck E Cheese’ Token 
 
 
JEWELRY - GOLD        RICK BROWNE  14K White/Yellow Gold Ring 
             Rich MacRobbie  14K Gold Ring 
             Mark Sutcliffe   1963 Westbrook H.S. Class Ring 
 
  SILVER      DAVE GREGORSKI Silver Ring With Turquoise Stone 
             Vincent Dibattista  Silver Ring withTurquoise Stone 
 
    OTHER        NO ENTRY 
 
 
RELIC - TOY         CARL MULLER  Metal Soldier 
             Don Bogli    1955 Fireman's Badge 
 
       MILITARY       BRUCE MORRIS  ‘Minie’ Ball 
 
       OTHER       DAVE GREGORSKI   Daredevle Fishing Lure 
            No Name    1938 Dog Tag 
 
 
 
CONSOLATION PRIZE       RICK BROWNE  1948 Silver Quarter 
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 Hello fellow hunters: Even with the mild winter the 

entries were few for this month [through the Feb. 
meeting].  A total of only 14 finds were entered 
with no entries for pre-1900 gold/silver, pre-1900/
other, and jewelry/other.  Here are the winners. 

  
GOLD/SILVER    post-1899  CARL MULLER won this category with his 1925 Standing Liberty Quarter. He  
    took his Garrett machine out alone on an overcast day to some public woods and  
    on getting a good signal he dug down 4 - 5 inches and got his coin. 
 
COIN/OTHER     post-1899  DAVE GREGORSKI took his Minelab to the beach one sunny day and down 5  
    inches he found his winning entry of a 1973 ‘One Escudo’ Portuguese Coin. 
 
TOKEN/MEDAL     VINCENT DIBATTISTA was out alone with his Whites detector on open land  
    and at a depth of only one inch he found his winner, a ‘Chuck E Cheese’ Token. 
 
 
JEWELRY  GOLD   RICK BROWNE (using his Excalibur) is the winner with his 14K white/yellow  
    gold band. He dug it out of the salt water while hunting with others. 
 
           SILVER   DAVE GREGORSKI found his winning Silver/Turquoise Stone ring while  
    hunting at the beach with other hunters. Using his Minelab he found the ring at a  
    depth of 6 inches, in the wet sand. 
 
 
RELIC - TOY     CARL MULLER wins again with his cast iron metal soldier. He found it at a  
    depth of 4 -5 inches while hunting on private wooded land. 
 
      MILITARY   BRUCE MORRIS found his winning Minie Ball while out with others.  He was 
    using his Whites PI machine at a public salt water beach. 
 
 
      OTHER   DAVE GREGORSKI is a three-time winner with his Daredevle Fishing Lure.   
    Using his Minelab detector he found the lure at a depth of 3 inches while hunt- 
    ing alone at Hammonassett beach. 
 
 
CONSOLATION PRIZE   RICK BROWNE won the draw for a silver quarter with his entry of a 1948  
    Washington Quarter. 

By Phil Skewes 

Digging Styles – the Roadrunner 
The Roadrunner can cover 22 feet of ground per second – sometimes 23, depending on the length of his arms. He 
is the pro, poised with detector in ‘ready’ position, toe to the line, with a determined look in his eye. 
At the sound of the starting gun, he bolts for the center of the field as if being chased by the sheriff and his hounds. 
He speeds across the field locating and recovering targets with surgical precision. He will have the latest in metal 
detecting technology and equipment. 
[By Linda Wink, appearing in Treasure Facts, April/May, 1991. Doesn’t sound like any of us...must be from  
another club.] 
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By Ken Krivanec - 
Bold, Italics indicates 
the winners. Entries 
were found between 

the February and 
March meetings. 

 
COINS  GOLD/SILVER 
  Pre-1900 DAVE GREGORSKI  ½  Reale, 1780-84 Charles III 
 
  Post-1890 MARK SUTCLIFFE    1942 Walking Liberty Half Dollar 
 
OTHER  Pre-1900 No Entry 
 
  Post 1899 KEN KRIVANEC  Susan B. Anthony dollar, stuck in bottle cap 
 
TOKEN/MEDAL  VINCENT DIBATTISTA  John. F. Kennedy Medal 
 
 
JEWELRY GOLD  BOB TULAY   14K gold Lockett 
    Rick Browne   14K  white gold Initial Ring 
    Robert MacRobbie  14K Claddaugh Ring 
   
  SILVER DAVE GREGORSKI    Silver Ring with 18K gold bands 
    Mark Sutcliffe   Filigree Ring 
    Vincent DiBattista    Rose Design Ring 
 
  OTHER No Entry 
 
 
RELIC  TOY  MARK SUTCLIFFE  Lead Revolver 
    Dave Gregorski   Doll’s toy spoon 
 
  MILITARY BRUCE MORRIS  Musket Ball 
 
  OTHER BOB TULAY   Presnier, pewter goblet 
    Rick Browne   Brass Urn/Vase 
    Vincent DiBattista  Incense Holder 

 
CONSOLATION AWARD RICK BROWNE  14K White Gold Initial Ring 
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As we close out another year with an election I 
would like to thank all for submitting finds.  It’s 
been fun serving you.  I hope who ever steps 
forward to do the job will find it as interesting.  I 
will be available to sub if needed.         Ken 

    
COIN-GOLD/SILVER pre-1900  DAVE GREGORSKI  found his ½ Reale in dirt at 4 inches, date 1780-84. 
 
   Post-1899 MARK SUTCLIFFE found a 1942 silver half-dollar in saltwater. 
 
 OTHER  pre-1900 NO ENTRY 
 
   Post-1899 KEN KRIVANEC found a beer cap with a  Susan B. Anthony dollar 
     wedged inside. 
 
 
TOKEN/MEDAL   VINCENT DIBATTISTA  uncovered a Kennedy Medal in a schoolyard. 

 
 
JEWELRY  GOLD  BOB TULAY found a 14K gold locket in the water. 
 
   SILVER  DAVE GREGORSKI  found an unusual silver ring - it was 
     wrapped with 18K gold bands. 
 
   OTHER  NO ENTRY 
 
 
 
RELIC   TOY  MARK SUTCLIFFE unearthed a tiny lead revolver. 
 
   MILITARY BRUCE MORRIS and his Whites machine came up with a  
     Musket Ball. 
 
   OTHER  BOB TULAY pulled from the ocean a Prisnier Pewter Goblet. 
 
 
CONSOLATION PRIZE   RICK BROWNE (gold for many consecutive months) pulled a 14K 
     white-gold initial ring from the waters. 

Coin Facts 
The trade dollar was only minted between 1873 and 1885. The coin was to be used for trade in the Orient to 
compete with other ‘dollar size’ coins. The trade dollar weighs the same as a regular silver dollar. The design 
that William Barber used for this coin was a seated Liberty holding an olive branch on the front and an eagle, 
with the words ‘United States of America Trade Dollar’ on the back. If you find a Trade Dollar it could be worth 
$50 and up! 

[And that was in 1988, when this piece was published in the May Probe.] 
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UPCOMING EVENTS/HUNTS 
2002 Garrett Club Program: Please register all Garrett metal detectors purchased or received as gifts 
during 2000, with Garrett. If you make them aware that you are a member of YTC, Garrett will credit 
the club with 10% of the purchase price.  Obtain an application form from any YTC officer. This 
credit is used to procure the yearly Freedom Ace Give-A-Way detector. This is an easy and effective 
way to support your club! 

April 14 (Sunday) - Y.T.C.’fun hunt’ / club outing; see page 3 for details. 

April 14 (Sunday) - Biil Sweetland Memorial Hunt (Jersey Coast Treasure Hunters Club) - 3 
hunts, much silver, contact Art @ (732)-223-3500. $70 by April 1, $80 afterward. No pulse 
detectors allowed.  

April 21 (Sunday) - Coin Show @ the Polish National Home, 60 Charter Oak Ave., Hartford. 
Free admission and parking - call 860-247-1784 for details. 

April 21 - 7th annual Open Spring Hunt, Annapolis, MD; Springfield Detectors Club, 2 hunts 
plus optional gold hunt, $60 pepaid, $75 on day of hunt, 10 A.M. start. Contact John 
Underwood @ 703-670-2207, e-mail  jund@home.com (Dave Gregorski has one application 
form). 

April 27-28- Susquehanna Valley Club Treasure Hunt, Winfield, PA; all silver, 100% payback 
- contact ED BURKE @ (570) -287-5022,  E-MAIL: potogold@epix.net  

May 11 (Saturday) - 10th annual Open Treasure Hunt (Gateway Treasure Hunters Club), at 
Onset Beach, MA;  3 hunts for $45  - for info., contact Donald Fisher, 508-295-1401, e-mail 
Fisher5DS@aol.com - no scoops, tool width, 2” max. - first hunt starts at 10 A.M. 
 

Summary – 2001 ‘Finds of the Month’ 
 11 Silver pre-1900 coins  37 pieces of Gold jewelry 17 Relics-Toys 
 23 Silver post-1900 coins  32 pieces Silver jewelry  9 Relics-Military 
 29 Other pre-1900 coins   20 pieces Other jewelry  29 Relics-Other   
 17 Other post-1900 coins    
 10 Tokens/Medals   
28 different members entered a total of 234 items. 83 silver dimes were won (usual categories), along with 11 silver 
quarters (consolation prizes) and 5 silver dimes for Presidential awards. 
[Thanks to Phil Skewes for compiling this information from the old Probes.]   

Diamond Facts 
It is said that only about 20% of the diamonds mined are used in the jewelry trade. The rest are ground up and 
used as an abrasive, or in other industrial uses. 
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Minutes of Yankee Territory Coinshooters Meeting April 2, 2002: 

The meeting was called to order at 7:23 p.m. with 18 members and 2 guests present. 
 The Secretary’s Report was accepted as published. 
 There was no Treasurer’s Report because the Treasurer just returned from vacation. 

 Several members reported their intentions to attend the B.O.N.E. 9 convention in Keene, NH. 
 Newsletter Editor Dave Gregorski received the congratulations of the club for being awarded 

the Co-Newsletter of the Year from the Best of the Northeast 9 convention. 

 Ken Gudernatch shared some “thank-you” letters he received for returning rings. 
 A motion was made and approved to make a donation of $150 to the East Hartford Public 

Library in appreciation of their allowing us the meeting space in 2001. 
 Took up the issue of the club liability insurance policy. It was suggested that the FMDAC have 

a policy that the member clubs could buy into at a lower rate. A motion was made and passed to 
renew the insurance for $360 for the year 2002. 

 Bruce Morris donated a pair of new headphones for the raffle. 
 Mark Sutcliffe reported on the club outing at Westbrook. 6 members attended. All had an 

enjoyable time although no jewelry was found. 
 Mark also reminded members of the upcoming club outing in Mansfield. 

 Club elections were held. There were no volunteers or nominations for the office of club 
President, so the position remains unfilled. Chuck Anderson cannot continue as President per 
term limit set forth in the bylaws. The other elected officers are: Vice President: Richard 
MacRobbie, Secretary: Mark Sutcliffe, Treasurer: Ken Gudernatch, Assistant Treasurer: 
Vincent DiBattista.  ** 
 Ken Gudernatch displayed an “antique” Fisher M-Scope metal detector that he had curbsided. 
 Ken reported on his vacation abroad. He cautions travelers to put all their metal personal effects 

in a waist pack for ease of passing through the airport metal detectors. He also cautions about 
thefts from/of carry-on luggage: do not let it out of your sight! 

 There was no Attendance Drawing due to the absence of the box of names. A quarter will be 
added to next month’s drawing. 
 Ken Gudernatch won the 50/50 Raffle. 
 Don Bogli won the 1922-s Peace Dollar Raffle. Jim Groom won the donated headphones. 
 Challenge Master Dave Gregorski reported that Vinnie DiBattista completed Challenge Level 2. 

 Dan Slawski reported that the State of Massachusetts is selling off surplus land and buildings 
along with their contents which are, in some cases, antiques (but you still aren’t allowed to 
detect the property). 
 The meeting adjourned at 8:47 p.m. 

 Respectfully submitted, Mark Sutcliffe, Secretary.  
** [Ed. Note: Thanks to those who have served Y.T.C. this past year, and to those who have 
 volunteered to help in the current year - we couldn’t ‘do it’ without you! 
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                            YTC Officers 
 
President,  Position currently vacant  
       
Vice President, Richard MacRobbie 
                         860-742-0706                    
 
Secretary, Mark Sutcliffe                   860-647-7541  
                                      {Msutcl 1776@aol.com} 
 
Treasurer, Ken Gudernatch               860-568-3464 
 
Newsletter, Dave Gregorski               860-742-5836 
                                      {DGRookie@aol.com} 

METAL DETECTORS - - - MAJOR BRANDS   
ACCESSORIES 

J & E ENTERPRISES of  
S. Yarmouth  

 

(Formerly J & E of Suffield, CT) 
Eleanor Hube, 54 Old Main St. at Forest Rd. 

South Yarmouth, MA 02664 
1-508-760-2100 
Fax 1-508-760-3738 

e-mail,  jetrhub@gis.net 
 

Factory Authorized Dealer for Fisher, Garrett, Minelab, Tesoro, & 
Whites . Coil Covers, Headphones, Beach & Water Scoops, 

Books, Etc., 

SALES, SERVICE & RENTALS 
Accepts Discover, Mastercard and Visa 

(Will ship UPS) 

Yankee Territory Coinshooters 
Code of Ethics 

Respect the rights and property of others. 
Never destroy historical or archeological artifacts. 
Observe all laws, whether national, state, or local. 
Aid law enforcement officials whenever possible. 

Leave the land and vegetation as it was. 
FILL IN ALL HOLES. 

Remove all trash and litter, take it with you when you 
leave. 

Remember that all coinshooters may be judged by the 
example YOU set. Always conduct yourself with 

courtesy and consideration toward others. 

For The 
June Y.T.C. Meeting - ‘Whatizit’? 

   Are your unidentifiable relics beginning to need a 
room of their own? Tired of unearthing another one 
of ‘those things’, but being afraid to throw them out, 
lest you forfeit the financial gratitude of some 
famous collector? You may begin to solve the 
mystery, by bringing up to 3 such relics to the June 
11 meeting. 

   A staff of experts may be on hand, to let you know 
if you indeed have a ‘keeper’. Opinions will be 
welcome (even needed!), from those in attendance. A 
sheet will be assigned to each person’s entries, and 
there will be room for comments/guesses by the 
members present. Discussion may follow...or not - 
we’ll see how it goes.  

   Hopefully we’ll have some fun.    And please 
remember, to take your relics home with you! I 
don’t want or need another one of ‘those things’.  

          Dave Gregorski 
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 April 14th ‘Fun Hunt’ Results 

By Dave Gregorski 

   As I headed to the rendezvous point, I envisioned a 
convoy of detectorist vehicles bearing from there to the 
secret hunt field. Approaching the meeting place, I saw 
people with detectors swarming over the neighboring 
field. No, this wasn’t a ‘warm-up’ – Mark Sutcliffe had 
secured permission for us to hunt this cleared, grassy field 
that lay beneath the ‘For Sale’ sign, right next to Kathy 
John’s restaurant! The location was very promising – on a 
major roadway and near a major intersection. 
   Seventeen detectorists showed up on this beautiful day, 
one of the largest groups ever for a ‘fun hunt’. Finds were 
not easy to come by, yet by noon some interesting stuff 
emerged from the pouches – 2 ½ large cents (pre-1810), a 
half-cent, and some interesting buttons and buckles. There 
was also a smattering of musketballs and modern change, 
plus some remarkably large iron artifacts. 
   ‘Scratch tickets’ were awarded, and part of the group 
had lunch together afterward. It was good to share the 
morning with fellow Y.T.C. members. Thanks to Mark for 
unselfishly providing us this opportunity. 

 
Y.T.C. May Outing 
(Sunday, May 19) 

   Center Springs Park (not Center Park) in Man-
chester has seen a lot of underbrush and leaves 
removed since our last visit. Meet in the parking 
lot on Lodge Drive at 9:00 a.m. for a morning of 
detecting this century-old municipal park.  

   Directions: Route 83 (Main Street) to the 
center of Manchester. Head west on Routes 6 & 
44 (Center Street) down the hill. Just before the 
old railroad underpass take a right on Edgerton 
Street. Take a right at the pond onto Lodge Drive 
to the parking lot. 
    Call Mark Sutcliffe at 860-647-7541 or e-mail 
MSUTCL1776@aol.com for questions. 

Books Donated to the Y.T.C. Library 

Below is a listing of books added to the Y.T.C. 
Library as the results of a returned class ring. Many of 
you will remember reading about the 1963 URI class 
ring returned to Elias Wakeem by Rick Browne, (see the 
Sept., 2001 issue of Probe). Elias had sent Rick a cash 
reward to be donated to a cause of his choice. Knowing 
that Y.T.C. is a worthy cause, he has purchased reference 
materials. They will be brought to the May meeting as 
Rick and Jane were with the Janak’s in Florida detecting 
(and reading about tokens and treasure sites) during the 
April meeting. 

The list includes: 
 Standard Catalog of United States Tokens, 
 3rd edition 
 Buried Treasures You Can Find 
 Site Locator Book for CT, DE, & RI. 
 Metal Detecting, The Hobby 
 TH’ing with a Detector In, Around and Un-
 der Water. 
    A card has been placed inside each of the books 
with Elias’ and Rick’s names. Perhaps, Rick will review 
each book for later issues of the Probe. B.O.N.E. 9 - Good Times, and an Honor 

By Dave Gregorski 
   This year’s Best O’ the Northeast Exposition was said 
by many to be the best ever. The relic and coin displays 
were extensive (and had me drooling), the vendors were 
helpful, and the two seminars I attended were entertaining 
and informative. There were raffles and door prizes 
throughout the event. I also got a kick out of watching the 
kids detect targets (occasional gold rings and silver coins) 
in a plastic pool filled with peat moss (this was one of 
several fundraisers for St. Jude’s). 
   Y.T.C.’s Probe was chosen as co-winner of ‘Newsletter 
of the Year’, along with that of a Hudson Valley club. A 
plaque will be forthcoming. and I as editor received a 
personal check for $50. I will be putting this toward 
donations for our Fall auction. 
   You should think about attending BONE 10 next year. 
It’s a great way to informally be with friends, old and new, 
around a hobby we all love. Attend the banquet (with its 
many prizes), stay over and participate in Sunday’s hunts. 
(I got a reasonable room rate, which included a 
Continental breakfast.) Thanks to George Streeter (and the 
many volunteers) for putting on this event. 
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Y.T.C. ‘Challenge’ Results for 2001 
 Fourteen members began the Challenge, with the following levels completed: 

Level 1- (12) 
  Don Bogli   Pam Giannetti  Ken Krivanec 
  Rick Browne   John Govoni  Richard MacRobbie 
  Vince DiBattista  Dave Gregorski  Phil Skewes 
  Mike Giannetti   Eleanor Hube  Bob Tulay 

      Level 2 - (6) 
  Rick Browne   Mike Giannetti  Eleanor Hube 
  John Govoni   Dave Gregorski  Richard MacRobbie 

      Level 3 - (3) 
  Dave Gregorski   Richard MacRobbie Bob Tulay 

Level 4 - (0) 
 Three of the 14 did not compete for the entire year, for various personal reasons. 

When You’re Ready for a New Detector… 
Question: What is the true story with ostriches sticking their heads in the sand? Do they really 
do that or is that just a wives’ tale? Are they really trying to hide or are they looking for 
something?  
Answer: This one is easy. Ostriches don’t put their heads in the sand to hide…that would be 
silly. When ostriches stick their heads in the sand, they are looking for spare change. In fact, 
ostriches are so good at finding change that in Africa, many retired men use ostriches at the 
beach instead of metal detectors. Ostriches are not only better at finding change than are metal 
detectors, but they don’t need batteries or make those annoying beeping sounds. 

[I swear, this was extracted from a 2/21/02 article submitted by Eleanor Hube. It appeared in 
The Register, in a column called “Ask the Bird Folks” in the Cape/Lifestyles section.  

Assuming this is on the level, I see portents for major changes in our hobby. Instead of going to 
Sam’s for batteries, we’d be frequenting a feed store. THing dealers would want birds with the 
longest beak, for more depth. Bringing such a detector on an overseas flight would create some 
unique problems. A well-trained ostrich could take care of those annoying shore-kids in a 
special way. Attach your ‘goody bag’ to the ostrich’s neck, and you can go have a beer while 
your ‘detector’ cleans out the beach.  
Do they also locate rings? Can they discriminate out pull-tabs? How are they on ‘black sand’?  
Can they be trained to harass waterhunters? Will Whites try to ban the importing of ostriches 
into the U.S.?  Man, I’m already thinking about putting in my order. 
Don’t ostriches, though, make beeping sounds? Maybe I’m confusing them with the roadrunner. 
In any event, I could still wear my earphones so I don’t have to listen to them.     Ed.]  
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Bold, italics indicates the 
winners - submitted by 

Bruce Morris, 4/02. 

Coins        
Gold / Silver 
 
 Pre-1900  Don Bogli   1851 Trime (silver 3 cent)      
    Mark Sutcliffe  1735 1/2 real, Mexico City Mint   
     
 Post -1900  Dave Gregorski  1938 ‘Walker’ Half Dollar  
 
Other     
     
 Pre-1900  Bruce Morris  Worn copper / possibly King George 
 
 Post 1900    Vincent DiBattista  1920 Italian 20 Centisimi  
 
    Ken Gudernatch 2001-p Vermont Quarter 
 
Token /Medal   No entry 
 
Jewelry 
 
Gold   Bob Tulay   Two Wedding Bands in one hole 
 
Silver   Phil Skewes  Irish Friendship Ring w/emerald stone 
   Dave Gregorski  Old Earring w/large carbochon stone 
   Jim Groom  Relgious Medallion (large) 
 
Other   Ken Gudernatch Gold colored key medallion   
   Vincent DiBattista Large Silver Plated Ring 

Relics 
 
Toy   Bruce Morris  Cast iron P-47 Thunderbolt (airplane) 
   Vincent DiBattista Matchbox - size Trailer 
 
Military   Bob Tulay  1880's 45-70 caliber bullet 
 
Other   Carl Muller  Sleigh bell 
   Dave Gregorski  Circa 1830's Cuff Button - Ives Scott Co. 
 
Consolation Award   Ken Gudernatch   Channel-lock pliers 
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Coins           
Gold / Silver 

Pre-1900  Don Bogli   1851 Trime (silver 3 cent). 
 On a sunny day (hunting with a friend), Don using his Whites in an open field, found this 4/5 of a  gram 
 beauty. The smallest of all Federal coinage. 
 
Post -1900  Dave Gregorski  1938 Half Dollar.  
 Dave was swinging his Minelab's coil in an open public area when get got a double blip. First he  
 removed a nail, then upon rechecking the hole found his 1/2 on edge. 
 
Other 

Pre-1900  Bruce Morris  Worn copper / possibly King George. 
 Using an Eagle II SL 90.5 with 12" Hot Shot coil in an open field, Bruce dug the copper shortly after 
 recovering a musket ball and quartz arrow or spear point.   
 
Post 1900    Vincent DiBattista  1920 Italian 20 Centisimi.  
 Vince, another Whites user, in a beach area on a sunny day recovered his Italian coin at 3". 
 
Jewelry 
Gold   Bob Tulay   Two wedding bands in one hole. 
 Working at the edge of the salt water Bob (aka Mr. 1280X) continues to impress us all. Rick Janak 
 witnessed this "twofer" recovery. Both rings have the same Jeweler's logo! 
 
Silver   Phil Skewes  Irish friendship ring w/emerald stone 
 Phil was at a public saltwater beach on a sunny day. Alone with his Whites detector, he dug this keeper. 
 Are you ever really alone when your detector is talking to you? 
 
Other   Ken Gudernatch Gold colored key medallion. 
 Ken was using his Fisher on an overcast day and actually found something that wasn't gold.   
 
Relics 
Toy   Bruce Morris  Cast iron P-47 thunderbolt. 
 Bruce was detecting the hillside of an old park when this signal nearly knocked his headphones off. 
 It's marked "PROP USAC"  'P-47" and may be some sort of diplay model. 
 
Military  Bob Tulay  1880's 45-70 caliber bullet. 
 We find Bob in the salt water again when  his Fisher said "dig here" and at 8" he found one of several 
 projectiles. 
 
Other   Carl Muller  Sleigh bell. 
 Carl was swinging his Garrett in an open area while hunting with a friend. At the 4-5" depth he  
 recovered a nice bell that still rings a little. 
 
Consolation Award   Ken Gudernatch  Channel - lock pliers. 
 Ken was in the salt water with his Fisher when at 1" he dug up this tool. 
 

By Bruce Morris 
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FARM FIELD RELIC HUNTING TIPS 
 

by Barry Wainright 
NebraskaLand Metal Detecting Club 

March 1998 
 
Try this... the next time you venture out into a farmfield to do some relic hunting, walk right smack out in 
the middle of it and hunt in a circular fashion outward, like a spiral. Do this for about a 100 yard diameter. 
If no hot spots are found, then go into the immediate corner closest to the farmhouse if there is one, if not, 
just go into any old corner. Start from the corner and work along the perimeters edge for about 1000 yards 
each way, then go back to the comer and walk and work your way diagonally toward the center of the field 
for about another 100 yards. If absolutely no hot spots are found hunting in this fashion, then don't waste 
your time and move onto another farmfield as there are thousands around and start this process all over 
again. I can guarantee you that through persistence, sooner or later you will come across a treasure laden 
field. 
 
All the while hunting, keep a close eye out for tell tell signs of colonial habitation. Look for things such as 
old red clay brick, sandstone, pottery shards, clam shells, broken colored glass, broken pieces of white clay 
pip stems, etc.. If such items are discovered, then you are on and in a colonial site. Buckle down and 
overlap and work the site more slowly. Also, hunt the higher elevations first as they could be the site on 
where the old house stood. Also, if a lot of signals are given in the lower depressions, it could be the trash 
site. These old trash pits could possess a lot of old collectible bottles and other antique things. 
 
Most coin shops sell a special oil for the preservation of coins. If you are serious about protecting your old 
coppers, you should purchase a bottle of this stuff. As soon as you find an old copper like a Large cent or 
state issued copper, immediately dip a cotton cue tip into the oil and rub it all over the entire coin's surface. 
Not only will it prevent further deterioration from the oxygen, but it will also clean it at the same time, 
bringing to life more detail that otherwise couldn't be seen with the naked eye. Also, purchase a jeweler's 
eyepiece for further examination of the coin's detail. Include these items into your possibility bag as well. 
 
These are just some pointers that I have learned from my experience. Good luck & happy relic hunting. 
Maybe I will see you in the field. 

Coins of the Realm 
   Early hand-made coins were often the target of counterfeiters, since they varied in size and shape and could be 
easily clipped around the rim. When some forgers began clipping as much as one-fourth the silver or gold from 
coins, milling or grooving the edges, once opposed because of its additional expense, became a standard practice 
in 17th century England. 
   Of course, serious thieves found ways to fake the milling on the newly clipped coins, so Oliver Cromwell 
suggested that an inscription would be more difficult to reproduce. Cromwell tried a foreboding message: THE 
PENALTY FOR CLIPPING THIS COIN IS DEATH. 
    Today, coins are made of base metals that aren’t valuable to clippers. But the marked edges remain a 
traditional decoration and, at best, a mark of recognition for those of us who need to quickly distinguish a nickel 
from a quarter. 
[From the February, 1986 Probe.] 
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Australian Gold 
You don't need a pick and shovel in order to look for gold in Australia. Nuggets worth up to £500 can still be 
picked out of the dirt at the roadside, as was recently the case outside Bealiba, Victoria, when Arthur Stewart, a 
shearer, accidentally stumbled upon a small fortune. Stewart was cycling along the dirt road when his chain 
snapped. As he was repairing it, he saw the nugget on the side of the road. He dug it out with his finger. A few 
inches away he found two other small pieces of gold, each the size of a three-penny piece. The nugget was about 
three inches long and an inch in diameter. It turned the scales at twenty-three and three-fourths ounces at the 
Bealiba post office. 

While eating his lunch near the railroad line, a West Australian ganger caught sight of a shiny object projecting 
from the earth. He kicked it, and up came a gold nugget worth nearly $100. 

In another part of Western Australia, the two young Withnell brothers were putting up fence when a crow 
attempted to make off with their wrapped lunch which they had deposited under a tree. Jimmy, the younger of the 
two, grabbed a pebble and was about to let fly at the crow when he noticed that the stone was flecked with yellow. 
The brothers searched the area and soon had a pile of nuggets. They took them into Roebourne where the local 
magistrate registered their claim. The latter immediately sent a telegram to the Colonial Secretary in Perth, which 
read as follows: "Jimmy Withnell picked up a stone to throw at a crow." In his excitement he forgot to mention 
the gold. In due course, back came a wire from the Colonial Secretary. "Did he really?" it read. "What happened 
to the crow?" 

Scores of Australian city workers spend their annual holidays fossicking for gold. They hope to emulate M. S. 
Douglas, a farmer, and his two sons who came away with £5,000 after spending a three weeks vacation at 
Menzies, some 50 miles from Perth. 

A heavy flush of rain invariably deposits a goodly selection of nuggets in the countless creeks which abound in 
the goldbearing areas. The Australian Department of Mines encourages these amateurs, and has even printed a 
hand-book for their benefit. 

Others, more adventurously inclined, seek to discover fabulous gold bearing reefs that from time to time have 
inflamed the imagination of this island continent. Recently, three men set out toward the heart of Queensland with 
an ancient parchment map reputedly showing the whereabouts of a hidden gold field. The map once belonged to a 
German migrant named Herlich, who lived a hermit's life in the Great Dividing Range in the 1880's. Herlich gave 
the map to one of the men's grandfather for preventing his execution on a murder charge. 

Search still continues in the track-less deserts of Central Australia for the long lost Lasseter's Reef, reportedly 
worth billions. Lasseter, a gold prospector of long standing, emerged towards the turn of the century from the 
desert not far from Alice Springs. He was almost dead from exhaustion and lack of water. "I have found a gold-
bearing reef that is ten miles long. . ." he babbled. Nobody saw fit to believe him, even though he had brought out 
samples that showed his reef to be incredibly rich indeed. For years Lasseter tried to organize an expedition, but 
gold was being picked up by the barrelful at Kalgoorie, with little or no effort, and the prospect of risking ones 
life in the dread Australian desert for an elusive reef aroused no enthusiasm at all in his listeners. 

Then in 1930 the Australian Workers Trade Union, of all people, decided to finance Lasseter. The expedition 
which finally set out, was the most elaborately equipped in the country's history. Lasseter even had an airplane at 
his disposal. Unfortunately for everybody concerned, Lasseter's original compass reading proved to be wrong, and 
after weeks of fruitless search under the burning sun the company refused to probe any deeper into the trackless 
desert. "In that case, I will go alone," said Lasseter stubbornly. He did, and his body was found and buried by a 
relief expedition weeks later. The fabulous reef that he undoubtedly discovered remains hidden to this day. 

[From the Brooklyn Treasure Hunters newsletter, May, 2001.] 
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UPCOMING EVENTS/HUNTS 
2002 Garrett Club Program: Please register all Garrett metal detectors purchased or received as gifts 
during 2002, with Garrett. If you make them aware that you are a member of YTC, Garrett will credit 
the club with 10% of the purchase price.  Obtain an application form from any YTC officer. This 
credit is used to procure the yearly Freedom Ace Give-A-Way detector. This is an easy and effective 
way to support your club! 
 

June 30 (Sunday) - Coin Show @ the Polish National Home, 60 Charter Oak Ave., Hartford. 
Free admission and parking - call 860-247-1784 for details. 

September 6 - 8 - Mid-Atlantic Beach Hunt & Treasure Show;  6 hunts plus other events, 
fees range from $99 to $135, depending on entry date; no clad coins, over $20,000 in prizes 
and targets; contact Dave Gregorski for info., or Carol Schick at ObsessedDetector@aol.com 

October 18 - 20 - FMDAC Treasure eekend and Convention, on Lake Erie (Ohio); many 
great prizes, varying fees depending on cut-off dates- see Richard MacRobbie or a Y.T.C. 
officer for a notice and application. 

Storm Class (Northeasters) 
   Class 1  Class 2  Class 3    Class 4 Class 5 
   (weak)  (moderate) (significant)  (severe) (extreme) 

 
Beach     Across 
erosion    Minor  Modest  beach    Severe    Extreme 

Dune         Erosion and 
erosion    None  Minor  Significant    recession   Destruction 

          Severe on   Massive, in 
Overwash    No  No  No    low-profile   sheets and 
          beaches   channels 

Property         Community   Region 
damage    No  Modest  Local    Wide    Wide 

Average 
peak wave     6.6  8.2  10.8    16.4     23 
height (ft.) 

Average 
duration    8  18  34    63     96 
(hrs.) 

Relative 
frequency    49.7%  25.2%  22.1%    2.4%     0.1% 
(odds of occurring per year) 
 

Scientists at the University of Virginia devised this scale for assessing the relative power of northeasters. (Robert 
Dolan) - [thanks to Rick Browne for  submitting this piece.] 
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Minutes of the Yankee Territory Coinshooters meeting - May 14, 2002: 

The meeting was called to order at 7:22 p.m. by Vice President Richard MacRobbie. 
>There were 23 members and one guest present. 
>The Secretary’s Report was accepted as published. 
>The Treasurer’s Report was read and accepted with a balance of $1,031.65 plus silver inventory of 
$291.75 at purchase cost. 
>We received a thank you letter from the E.H. library for our donation. 
>A rock swap and mineral show will be held in Gilsum, NH June 22nd and 23rd. 
>A motion was made, seconded, and approved to renew the club’s subscription to Western and Eastern 
Treasures magazine for two years for $43.95. 
>Ken Gudernatch provided a review of the North East Chapter of the FMDAC meeting held at BONE 9 in 
Keene, NH. In addition to the 4 chapter officers, two members and one non-member attended. Topics 
discussed included a chapter hunt, chapter newsletter, Duane Biller is the new National Vice President, 
chapter officers plan to visit the clubs, each club should keep a scrapbook of positive articles and letters, 
each state should have a representative to the chapter (Mark Sutcliffe has volunteered to represent 
Connecticut), they are seeking a membership chairman. The subject of a blanket insurance policy was 
brought up: that was investigated several years ago and found to be cost prohibitive. YTC’s concern about 
the size and excessive cost of mailing the Quest was brought up. 
>Rick Browne reported that Jeremiah Burr is planning another big hunt this year similar to his Lake 
Quassapaug outing. Ken G., Dave G., Vin D., and Phil S. volunteered to help. 
>Nominations for YTC President were opened. Bob Tulay was nominated and elected new President of 
YTC. Hallelujah!! 
>April and May club outings were discussed. Mark found his first career Liberty Cap Large Cent (1796) 
at the April outing in Mansfield. 
>Reported on the Best o’ the North East #9 treasure show in Keene, NH. A good time was had by those 
who attended. Dave G. found a colonial ½ real and Mark S. found a 1734 one real and a Barber dime at 
the famous Marlborough, NH colonial muster field on Sunday (in the snow) after 15 people had hunted it 
on Saturday. 
>The club received a donation of several new books courtesy of Rick Browne. 
>The June meting topic will be “whatizits.” 
>Doug Schwartz of the New England Antiquities Research Association gave a presentation on 
“archaeological anomalies.” NEARA challenges the prevailing opinion of archaeologists that the 
American Indians in New England never built structures out of stone. They investigate earthworks, 
standing stones, cairns, walls, and stone chambers that they believe were part of the Indians’ celestial 
observatories and central to their religious ceremonies. Visit www.NEARA.org for additional information. 
>The Attendance Drawing was held for one silver quarter: David Hart was absent, John Daly won a silver 
dime. 
>Don Bogli won the 1921 Silver Dollar Raffle. 
>David Hart won the 50/50 Raffle. 
>Challenge Master Dave Gregorski announced that Mark Sutcliffe and Rick Browne had achieved 
Challenge Level One. 
>Dave displayed a brass deer antler that he had found in the woods, while detecting. 
>Meeting adjourned at 9:11 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, Mark Sutcliffe, Secretary 
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                            YTC Officers 
 
President, Bob Tulay           860-659-3629 
                
{beachmole@hotmail.com}  
         
Vice President, Richard MacRobbie  
             860-742-0706
                              
Secretary, Mark Sutcliffe                   860-647-7541  
                                      {Msutcl 1776@aol.com} 
 
Treasurer, Ken Gudernatch               860-568-3464 
 
Newsletter, Dave Gregorski               860-742-5836 
                                      {DGRookie@aol.com} 

METAL DETECTORS - - - MAJOR BRANDS   
ACCESSORIES 

J & E ENTERPRISES of  
S. Yarmouth  

 

(Formerly J & E of Suffield, CT) 
Eleanor Hube, 54 Old Main St. at Forest Rd. 

South Yarmouth, MA 02664 
1-508-760-2100 
Fax 1-508-760-3738 

e-mail,  jetrhub@gis.net 
 

Factory Authorized Dealer for Fisher, Garrett, Minelab, Tesoro, & 
Whites . Coil Covers, Headphones, Beach & Water Scoops, 

Books, Etc., 

SALES, SERVICE & RENTALS 
Accepts Discover, Mastercard and Visa 

(Will ship UPS) 

Yankee Territory Coinshooters 
Code of Ethics 

Respect the rights and property of others. 
Never destroy historical or archeological artifacts. 
Observe all laws, whether national, state, or local. 
Aid law enforcement officials whenever possible. 

Leave the land and vegetation as it was. 
FILL IN ALL HOLES. 

Remove all trash and litter, take it with you when you 
leave. 

Remember that all coinshooters may be judged by the 
example YOU set. Always conduct yourself with 

courtesy and consideration toward others. 

Security  *  Hobby  *  Industrial 

 All Models in Stock * Credit Cards Accepted 

(By Appointment) 

 
Metal Detectors and Accessories 

Eastern Detector Sales 
Ed Grella   Phone - 
(203)- 
275 Beers Road        452-7366 
Fairfield, CT  06430 Toll free -877- 
                565-5556 

Eastern Detector Sales 

June ‘Fun Hunt’ 

   On Sunday, June 23, we will be detecting an old 
park in Unionville (Suburban Park). We must meet at 
the McDonalds lot on route 4 in Unionville at 9 
A.M., in case permission for a group hunt has not been 
granted (then we will hunt somewhere else). Bring a 
snack, bug repellent, ‘sun block’ and fluids to drink. 
   Rick Browne is the hunt coordinator, so contact him 
with questions @ 860-738-0570, e-mail 
rjbrowne@snet.net 
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Excerpts from a ‘Thank You’ Letter’ 
Dear Mr. [Ken] Gudernatch, 
   Hope you are well, I’m the student who’s ring you 
found at the beach. I would just like to say how much 
I appreciate you going through the trouble of finding 
me to return my class ring. There’s not a lot of folk 
who still care enough to do what you have. 
   I worked very hard for that ring, not only physical 
work but the pride I took in graduating. When I lost it 
during the summer, my fiance and I looked for three 
hours and turned up empty-handed. I really thought it 
was lost for good...[in fact] the day before I received 
the message that you had found it, I had written a 
check to order a new one.  
   Again, thank you so much for your kindness and 
hope you are blessed with the same kindness you 
showed me. Hope you have a great year. 
 Thanx, Omar Perez - Conard, Class of 2001. 

Y.T.C.’s May ‘Fun Hunt’, a Good Time! 
   Nine treasure hunters showed up at Center Springs 
Park, on a beautiful day. Unfortunately, Mark Sutcliffe 
(who arranged the hunt) had to work, and was unable to 
be with us.  Jim Groom took over his duties. 
   Indeed, some of trees and brush had been cut back, 
leaving areas exposed for the first time in years. 
However, it seems the park is a popular hunt site, as 
coins were few. At the end of 3 hours, 4 silver dimes 
were declared, and the only piece of jewelry was a junk 
ring. Scratch tickets were awarded, and Jim Groom 
added a prize of his own, a silver Kennedy half. A few 
broke for lunch and returned later, but the finds were 
few. Thanks to Mark and Jim for organizing/running 
this hunt. 
Postscript: Two THers returned 2 days later, thinking 
there must be more silver to be found. After 3 clad halfs 
were found, one guy  did come up with a Barber dime, 
and a ‘16-S Merc about a foot away from it. The other 
hunter got a terrific find - a 1935-S silver dollar!!  
P.S.S. Three days later, 3 THers returned...2 got 
nothing special, but the ‘silver dollar man’ got the rarest 
of V-nickels, an 1885. Too bad it was in ‘typical’ dug 

Ed. note: Thanks (I think!) to Don Bogli for his 
poking fun at the ‘manhole cover’ attached to my 
detector.  Actually, I just learned that an even 
larger coil is available for my Minelab. Pretty 
soon, I suspect ‘coil envy’ will be running 
rampant throughout Y.T.C. Despite opinions to 
the contrary, bigger IS better!     (-: 

Where Are Those ‘Sac’ Dollars? 
 

Wonder why you don’t get many Sacagawea dollars 
in change (never mind while detecting)? Coin World 
(May 20, 2002) reports that “nearly two-thirds of the 
more than 1 billion Sacagawea dollars shipped…are 
being hoarded by the general public and not being 
circulated.”  
According to the Associated Press (April 5, 2002), for 
now, the Mint won’t make any more new dollar coins 
for banks, retailers and others to use to make change. 
But it will produce some coins [at least 10 million this 
year] for collectors. Early next year the Mint will 
decide whether or not it should resume production of 
coins intended for public circulation. 
Per an article in the May 27 issue of Coin World, the 
chairman of the Senate Appropriations Subcommittee 
on Treasury and General Government speaks to the 
problem. Sen. Dorgan says “something is wrong, 
something is not working. I’ve never been given one 
in change or seen one in circulation. Up to this point 
it [the program] has clearly been a failure.”  Despite 
spending $62.3 million...to promote use of the 
Sacagawea dollar...the 300 million dollar coins in 
commercial circulation represent just a 4 percent 
market share [of coins in circulation]. 
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Gold Refining a Complex Task 
Gold is often the main ingredient in wedding 
bands, was once used as tooth filling, and many 
times is the shine in medals of distinction. But 
where does the glittery stuff come from in the 
first place? 
It begins deep in the earth where it hides in gold-
bearing rocks until a modern-day prospector, 
with massive power tools, brings it to the 
surface. The McLaughlin Gold Project, which 
straddles the Napa-Yolo county line in 
California, is just one source of gold in the 
United States. 
According to a recent article in the Sacramento 
Union, the McLaughlin Gold project is spread 
over 9,000 acres. Approximately 3,000 tons of 
powdered ore are moved daily from the crushing 
plant to the mill. It takes 5 to 6 tons of ore to find 
one ounce of gold. The project’s first 500 troy 
ounce gold bar, which weighed 50 pounds, was 
produced in March 1985.  
The ore is carried from the mile-long pit through 
a series of conveyor belts and piping to the mill. 
Once the ore reaches the mill, it is conditioned 
with acids and baked in the oxygen-atmosphere 
autoclaves. After baking, chemical processes 
begin that take advantage of the chemical 
alliances of gold and other precious metals.  
The ore is then dunked in a cyanide bath, where 
the gold, silver and mercury dissolve. Next 
comes the addition of activated charcoal, which 
chemically gathers up the precious metals. Then 
the charcoal is dipped in sodium hydroxide 
which absorbs the gold, silver and mercury. The 
metals are extracted from the final solution and 
placed on steel wool.  
Mercury is removed by baking the steel wool at 
1,200 degrees F, vaporizing it for later 
condensation and recovery. The steel wool is 
then smelted with silica sand and other additives 
that bind the iron and carbon from the steel into a 
kind of glass which leaves a skimming of gold 
and silver mix. 

[Hope you now have an extra appreciation for 
that gold jewelry you find! Taken from the 
January, 1986 Probe.] 

Coin Facts: Trade Dollars 
 
 The Trade dollar and the Morgan are not the same 
weight. Trade dollar:  420 grains (27.22 grams) 
of .900 fine silver = .7878 of an ounce. Morgan 
dollar: 26.73 grams .900 fine = .7736 of an ounce.  

The Trade dollar was minted from 1873-1885. It was 
even demonetized by Congress;  off hand, I can't 
think of another coin that was.    

     Demonetize - to strip or divest a coin or currency 
of its monetary value. As for the Trade Dollar, it was 
conceived as a bullion coin for export for trade in the 
Orient along side the Mexican and Spanish silver 
coins. Many considered them an overweight 
subsidiary coin. Initially they were authorized for 
domestic use as well but only for payment of up to 5 
dollars in trade. What I find curious is that they 
contained more silver than the standard composition 
silver dollar. It was sometimes turned down by 
merchants! Once demonetized, speculators stashed 
them away. After they were demonetized in 1876 
some unsuspecting workers in this country were paid 
in Trade Dollars. If the workers had melted them they 
could have turned a slight profit but in reality were 
paid in coin that they couldn't legally spend. In 1887 
the government began redeeming unmutilated Trade 
Dollars, and some 7,689,036 Trade Dollars were 
eventually melted down. 

[Thanks to Bruce Morris for submitting this.] 

Tidbits 
On March 26, 1964, U.S. Treasury officials said 
silver certificates would no longer be redeemed in 
silver dollars. 
Some 1921 Morgan dollars have a different number 
of reeds on the edge from others. 
Medieval coinage began about 476 A.D. 
The highest grade of paper money is Crisp New. 

[From the I.T.T.H.C.Treasure News, Sept., 2001.] 
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Bold, italics indicates the 
winners - submitted by 

Bruce Morris 

Coins      
Gold / Silver 
 Pre - 1900  Dave Gregorski  1834 1/2 Dime, XF/AU      
    Mark Sutcliffe  1734 1 Real, Seville Mint   
        Don Bogli  1899 Barber Dime 
    Chuck Anderson     1772-90 1/2 Real, Mexico City mint 
 
 Post - 1900  Rick Browne   1942 ‘Walker’ Half Dollar  
 
Other    
 Pre - 1900  Bob Ellis        1833 Large Cent 
    Carl Muller  1870 Two Cent 
    Ken Gudernatch  1800-08 Large Cent 
 
 Post - 1900    No entry  
 
Token /Medal   Vincent DiBattista  Fun Zone Token 
 
Jewelry 
Gold    Rick Browne  10K Fire Opal ring 
    Ken Gudernatch  14K Cross 
 
Silver    Bob Tulay  Ornate Cross 
    Dave Gregorski  Sterling Ring w/green stone 
    Vincent DiBattista .925 St. Louis religious medal 
 
Other    Bruce Morris  24" Chain - fools gold - marked 14K 
    Mark Sutcliffe  Eagle pin cut from clad quarter 
    Phil Skewes  Mickey Mouse ring 
     
Relics 
Toy    Ken Gudernatch  Lead Soldier  
    Bruce Morris  Lead Indian - torso only 
    Vincent DiBattista  Toy shovel 
Military    Chuck Anderson  Mass. State Militia button, 1810-23 
    Don Bogli  3 Ring Minie ball 
    Phil Skewes  Minie Ball 
Other    BobTulay  Colonial shoe buckle - complete  
    Dave Gregorski  Fancy Colonial shoe buckle, silver-plated pewter 
                   (very large & heavy ) 
    Mark Sutcliffe  Ornate Victorian purse frame  
 
Consolation Award    Don Bogli    3 Ring Minie ball 
 
President’s Award    Mark Sutcliffe   1734  1 Real, Seville Mint 
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By Bruce Morris 

Coins       
 
Gold / Silver    Pre-1900  Dave Gregorski - 1834 Capped Bust 1/2 Dime 
 On a sunny day, Dave was working his Minelab in a private open field alone.  At about 4 inches, he located this 
 coin [expected a Wheatie @ 8 inches].  A coin dealer told him it would grade XF - obverse, AU reverse.   
Bruce's  note: Condition "as is" uncleaned, and reinforces the need not to rub the dirt off that silver to see the date. The 
 coin has a very dark patina that is fine to leave alone. Retail is over $125. 
 
     Post -1900  Rick Browne - 1942 Half Dollar  
 Rick was in a public salt-water area working his Minelab Excaliber when got this keeper.  
 
Other  Pre-1900  Bob Ellis - 1833 Large Cent   
 No other information provided.  
 
   Token /Medal   Vincent DiBattista - 2 Fun Zone tokens in one hole.  
 Vincent was alone using his Whites. 
 
Jewelry 
 
Gold     Rick Browne - 10K Ring w/Fire Opal 
 Again, we find Rick in a public salt water area vacuuming up the gold. This was a large heavy masculine ring 
and  the opal looked great.  
 
Silver     Bob Tulay - Silver Cross  
 A private freshwater area was Bob's hunting locale. Mr. 1280X never fails to find something shiny.  
 
Other     Bruce Morris - Heavy 24" Chain marked 14K  
 All that glitters is not Au. Bruce was detecting a park when he decided to move to a grassy median on a public 
 road next to the park.  His heart jumped, then he saw where the plating was evidently coming off.  

Relics 
 
Toy     Ken Gudernatch - Lead toy soldier with 99% paint still on it.  
 Ken was swinging a Tesoro on a sunny day in a public area. The soldier was about 2" deep. 
 
Military     Chuck Anderson - Massachusetts Malitia Button 
 Located about 5" deep while using his Silver Eagle in a wide-open field, he was digging all non-ferrous signals. 
 Circa 1810-23 with the standing Indian, Mass. State seal. If you didn't see this then you missed a well-
preserved  beauty.   
 
Other     Bob Tulay - Colonial - 1820's shoe buckle 
 The 1280X sounded off over this at a depth of 9".  Bob was on private property. The buckle is complete and 
very  attractive. 
 
Consolation Award - Don Bogli - 3 ring Minie ball.     

President's Award - Mark  Sutcliffe - 1734 1 real, Seville. This coin is beautiful, his reward for detecting in the snow 
 with Dave Gregorski.  
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Treasury turns damaged bills into crisp cash 
 

By Jeannine Aversa 
 
Associated Press 
 

WASHINGTON -The cow story has become a legend around the Bureau of Engraving and Printing. It 
seems a farmer lost his wallet while he was plowing his field. The farmer suspected his cow ate the wallet 
so he had the beast slaughtered and sent the stomach to Washington with a request that the bureau retrieve 
the wallet and replace the damaged cash. 
 
The story has a happy ending for the farmer, if not the cow. Bureau examiners searched the cow's 
stomach, found the wallet and mailed the man a check for $600. It's all in a day's work for the folks who 
not only print the nation's money but also are called upon to replace millions of dollars in damaged 
greenbacks each year. "We always tell people to send their currency in the original container, but that's 
not what we had in mind," says Lorraine Robinson, division manager at the bureau's office of currency 
standards, of the cow incident that happened in the 1970s. 
 
Last year, the Treasury agency replaced $82 million worth of badly damaged currency, involving 26,000 
to 28,000 cases. The most common causes of damage are fire, water, chemicals, explosives, animals, 
insects, rodents. Problems also arise when currency deteriorates or petrifies when it is buried. The 
bureau's caseload often increases when there are natural disasters, such as the recent floods in the 
Midwest, and the wildfires that ravaged some Western states last year. 
 
The government has some rules for paying people the full value for damaged greenbacks. More than 50 
percent of a note identified as genuine U.S. currency must be present, or 50 percent or less can be present 
as long as the Treasury is satisfied that the missing portions have been totally destroyed. Officials do that 
by looking at the method of mutilation and any supporting evidence. "You can't just say my cat, dog, or 
child ate it and that's it. That's not going to satisfy us," Robinson says. "We've had people wait until the 
cat deposited out the other end. We ask that you clean it up and we'll take it. Otherwise, we'll send it back 
to you." 
 
People can deliver their damaged bills in person or they mail them. They are all opened, recorded, and 
stored in a vault. Then the painstaking work begins: Identifying something out of what might be 
fragments, piles of ashes, or fused masses, as genuine currency. That is the tedious and delicate job of 20 
examiners. "Sometimes it's like figuring out a jigsaw puzzle," says examiner Lorraine McGill, a 23-year 
veteran. 
 
One of her most memorable cases, she says, involved money that had been found under an outhouse. The 
money reeked and had to sit in a special solution for months to be decontaminated before she could start 
her work. "I was the lucky recipient of that one," McGill recalls. Cases are ranked on a scale of one to six, 
with six being, the most difficult. A "one" might be currency that was chewed, while a "six" might be 
currency that was burned to ashes, Robinson explains. 
 
How can you identify anything from ash? From the smallest scraps, examiners might be able to identify a 
fleck of printing, or a picture, or some other pattern, Robinson says. Most of the time, examiners can 
make sufficient identifications so that people get back some money. But if no identifications can be made, 
there is no replacement. 

[As printed in the Journal Inquirer, 6/5/01, submitted by  Ken Gudernatch.] 
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When Deer Go Bad… 
By Dave Gregorski 

It had to happen. Nature eventually responds to man’s transgressions, sometimes in violent ways. But I’m 
getting ahead of myself. On a mid-April afternoon, I revisited a farm field, which had produced a number of old 
buttons. I felt it was time to explore the wooded edges. Very quickly I was through the bordering brush and 
under what would soon be a canopy of leaves. The day was very warm, and the back of my shirt was getting 
damp. 
I hadn’t done much woods-detecting, but I expected a lot of ‘dead air’, and it was so. I soon began to lose focus, 
and decided to climb to a small copse of evergreens, swinging my coil a bit wildly as I negotiated the steepness. 
A solid signal stopped me in my tracks - “almost too solid” I thought, probably a can top. To my surprise, I dug 
out a quarter and a nickel. These were followed by eight more coins, totaling just under a dollar. I was surprised 
by this large a coin spill, in such a location. I was also disappointed that the ‘hole-in-pocket’ wasn’t pre -1965! I 
widened my sweeps in a circular pattern, hoping for more, and got another solid signal at the base of a tree.  
As I kicked away the leaves and fallen branches, something else caught my eye - deer antlers! This immediately 
made sense to me, as for years hunters had taken to “rattlin’ “ - scraping and banging bone antlers together, to 
attract buck deer that were establishing their territory, and protecting their harems of doe. (Whitetail bucks 
would lose their usual caution in late Fall, and would challenge any possible competition.)  
I passed my coil again over the spot, and got no sound. Had I kicked away the target? Had the hunter attached a 
‘lucky coin’ to the antlers? Sure enough, the antlers provided a solid signal, but upon examination, found they 
were made entirely of - metal! (You saw them, if you were at the May meeting. I figured I’d attract some 
attention by banging the antlers with a wrench!)  
This at first felt like some kind of joke, and I suppose Mother Nature sometimes has a sense of humor. But very 
quickly I got this creepy feeling, as if being watched by something that knew the woods much better than I. I 
used the excuse of ‘approaching darkness’, and hastily made my way back down the hill, and into the field. The 
sun was almost touching the horizon. 
Detecting provides an abundance of mysteries - how did a relic come to be here, who dropped it, and under 
what circumstances? I do know that whitetails shed their antlers annually. Had a strain of deer finally mutated, 
to counteract being shot at? Were armor-plated Bambi’s being born each Spring? Were they growing sharp 
teeth? Did they hunt in packs? Even worse, were they being taught how to shoot back? 
I no longer do ‘that kind’ of hunting (and never really had my heart in it anyway). If I did, I know which woods 
I wouldn’t again go into. I just don’t run fast enough, and even if I could climb well, I’m afraid of heights. 
There are plenty of other places to detect. Coming face to face with a deer on iron-suplements is not my greatest 

Welcome to Connecticut History Online  
 
     As someone passionately interested in her roots, I want to recommend this site, which is just opening up today, 
to anyone from Connecticut (cthistoryonline.org). Even if you aren't interested in genealogy, this is a terrific site. 
There are pictures of your hometown (or present town) 'way back when' that I'm sure you'll recognize, or maybe 
have seen in your grandparents old box of pictures.  
     There are also all kinds of other things too. I found the easiest way to search is to just go to BASIC SEARCH, 
(1) type in the town (or name or whatever) you are searching for, (2) search by KEYWORD and (3) limit the 
search to NONE. Then go down a little further and hit SEARCH. That will give you a list of what they have for 
that search word. If it's pictures, just click on the title of what you're interested in, and then VIEW IMAGE.  
This whole site is well-done and self-explanatory and mighty interesting.   Have fun. 
[Thanks to Ken Gudernatch for forwarding this e-mail to me.] 



- 10 - 

JUNE 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS/HUNTS 
2002 Garrett Club Program: Please register all Garrett metal detectors purchased or received as 
gifts during 2000, with Garrett. If you make them aware that you are a member of YTC, Garrett will 
credit the club with 10% of the purchase price.  Obtain an application form from any YTC officer. 
This credit is used to procure the yearly Freedom Ace Give-A-Way detector. This is an easy and 
effective way to support your club! 

June 30 (Sunday) - Coin Show @ the Polish National Home, 60 Charter Oak Ave., Hartford. Free 
admission and parking - call 860-247-1784 for details. 

September 6-8 - Beach Hunt & Treasure Show, Wildwood Crest, NJ (FMDAC, Mid-Atlantic 
Chapter). No clad coins, over $20,000 in prizes and targets. Entry fee, $125 through August 16 
(then fee increases) - contact Dave Gregorski for lodging info., rules, etc., or Carol Schick at 
ObsessedDetector@aol.com 

October 5-6 - 24th annual Open Treasure Hunt, Northwood, NH (Granite State Treasure Hunters 
Club); 6 hunts, $70 entry fee through Aug 31(after which cost increases). Contact Dave Gregorski 
for application, and info. on lodging, rules, etc. 

October 18-20 - FMDAC Treasure Weekend and Convention, on Lake Erie (Ohio); many great 
prizes, varying fees depending on cut-off dates - see Richard MacRobbie or a Y.T.C. officer for a 
notice and application. 

FOR SALE   
Whites Classic IDX (used 4 times) - with NiCad battery charger (no batteries), earphones, instructional video. 

Asking $300. Contact Everett Berube @ 860-423-3943. 

Book Review: The New Metal Detecting -The Hobby  

Author Dick Stout has been detecting for over twenty-five years. He was the founder and first 
president of the FMDAC – 1984. His vast experience and that of others is evident in the many 
motivating stories related in this 1999 edition. 
The book is meant as a basic primer, but offered a refreshing recap with a few new twists on the 
hobby. I enjoyed the ease of reading and information provided. Seven chapters, in 108 pages, 
cover the basics, the fundamentals, in the field, research, coinhunting, areas to detect and a 
chapter on miscellaneous information. 
The chapter on research offered several internet sites and methods that I will put to use this spring 
in planning for the many wonderful days of summer detecting ahead. I have already put a couple 
bits of information together and found a “new – old” site to sweep.  
I only wish I could average the $1,000 to $3,000 in coins many of Dick’s “part-time” detectorist 
friends average a year! Perhaps, armed with the knowledge from Dick’s book, I WILL! You 
might also prosper from reading the book, now in the Y.T.C. Library. 
    Rick Browne 
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