
Volume 24                    Issue 1              January, 1999 

Official Newsletter Of 

YANKEE  TERRITORY 
COINSHOOTERS 

FOUNDED JANUARY 1976 
Articles May Be Copied Provided Credit Is Given The Author and YANKEE TERRITORY COINSHOOTERS 

Yankee Territory Coinshooters 
P.O. Box 1811 
Hartford, CT  06144-1811 

MEETING PLACE:          EAST HARTFORD PUBLIC LIBRARY 840 MAIN ST. TIME 6:30 PM BUSINESS MEETING 7:00PM 

 
NEXT MEETING 
February 9, 1999 

NOTICE:             Y.T.C. is in need of volunteers to fill club 
 offices and positions. Remember this is your club! One  
 person DOES NOT make the club - get involved NOW. 

FIRST CLASS 

MEMBER FEDERATION OF METAL DETECTOR & ARCHEOLOGICAL CLUBS, INC. 

IF YOUR NAME IS HIGHLIGHTED THIS IS YOUR LAST ISSUE - SEE PAGE 10 FOR INSTRUCTIONS 



- 2 - 

JANUARY 
 Minutes of Y.T.C. Christmas Party December 8, 1998 

 
     The festivities commenced at 6:00 pm with approximately 34 members and their family members 
present. No business was conducted. Food was eaten and gifts exchanged  (some more than once).   
The Find-of-the-Month was held over until the January meeting. Winners of the Early Dues Renewal 
Drawing were selected and silver coins awarded. The Secretary has lost the list of winners; thus, if 
anyone who won will please inform the Secretary, the minutes will be corrected. The festivities 
concluded at 9:00 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Mark Sutcliffe, Secretary 
 

Y.T.C. Members Helping Document Archeological Sites 
 
     At press time, several members of Y.T.C. were assisting  an archeologist in locating diagnostic 
artifacts at several Revolutionary War French Army campsites. A state-funded study is underway to 
document the historic and archeological sites along the route Rochambeau's troops marched along from 
Newport to Yorktown in 1781 and returned on in 1782. Historians are hoping to nominate the route to 
the National Register of Historic Places and create a "heritage tourism" program similar to the Freedom 
Trail of Black History Sites. If anyone has detected on or near any of the French Army camps and has 
artifacts or information they would like to share (you do not need to turn over your finds) for the 
purpose of historical documentation, please contact Mark Sutcliffe at 860/647-7541 or email 
MSUTCL1776@aol.com. Please have the courtesy to not try to locate and collect artifacts from these 
sites at this time. It is extremely difficult and important to locate any artifacts that will pinpoint the 
remnants of the camps which have not been lost to real estate development. Virtually all of the sites are 
located on private property and the landowners are aware of the ongoing historical investigations. They 
will prosecute trespassers! 
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Concerns and 
Best Wishes  

Eleanor Hube and her family on 
the passing of Eleanor’s father. 

 
The family of the late 

Andrew Kowalsky. 
 

The family of the late 
Mel Fisher. 

 

METAL DETECTORS - - - MAJOR BRANDS - - - ACCESSORIES 

 
J & E ENTERPRISES of S. Yarmouth  

 

 
Formerly J & E of Suffield, CT. 

54 Old Main St. / Forest Rd. 
South Yarmouth, MA 02664 

1-508-760-2100 
Fax 1-508-760-3738 

 
Factory Authorized Dealer for Fisher, Garrett, Minelab, Tesoro, Whites & 
Sun Ray. Coil Covers, Headphones, Beach & Water Scoops, Books, Etc., 

SALES, SERVICE & RENTALS 

Look: YOU are needed 
Club elections are just around the corner and 
many of the positions are in need of  a volunteer 
to fill the post. If you attend the meeting 
regularly the following positions are opening up 
this year: 
 
1) the refreshments person; responsible for 
bringing the life sustaining goodies to each 
meeting. They need not be home baked but it  
has been a very nice touch for the past year. 
 
2) the treasurer; responsible for the clubs check 
book, making deposits and writing checks to 
cover club expenses. He keeps an inventory of 
the clubs silver and makes monthly & yearly 
reports. 
 
3) the editor for the Probe; responsible for the 
compiling, editing and printing a proof copy of 

ELECTION TIME 

Andrew J. Kowalsky, 78, of South Glastonbury, husband of 
Lottie (Klusek) Kowalsky, died Tuesday, (Dec. 22, 1998), in 
the Hartford Hospital. Born in Glastonbury, son of the late 
Dmitri and Anna Kowalsky, he lived in town all of his life. He 
was a retired plumber of the Pratt and Whitney Aircraft in East 
Hartford. Mr. Kowalsky was an Army-Aircorps Vet. of World 
War II and was a very active member of the Albert Morgan 
Archaeological Society. Besides his wife he leaves two sons, 
Ronald S. Kowalsky of East Hampton, Robert Kowalsky of 
Seattle, WA.; two daughters, Barbara Andriks of So. Windsor, 
and Susan and her husband Anthony Ruggiero of Andover; 
three brothers, John of Windsor, William and George of 
Glastonbury; three sisters Olga Curtis, Nellie Rival, and Mary 
Pagani all of Glastonbury. A Funeral Procession will form 
Monday, December 28th at 9:15 a.m. in the Glastonbury 
Funeral Home, 450 New London Tpke. followed by a Mass of 
Christian Burial at 10 in St. Augustines Church So. 
Glastonbury. Burial will follow in St. Michaels Cemetery, 
Glastonbury. Friends may call at the funeral home Sunday, 7-9 
p.m. Memorial contributions may be made to the Glastonbury 
Volunteer Ambulance, P.O. Box 961 Glastonbury, or the 
American Diabetes Association, 300 Research Parkway, 
Meriden, CT. 06450.  
Published in The Courant: 12/24/98 
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  Diary of  a Snow Shoveler 
 
December 8: 6:00 PM. It started to snow. The 
first snow of the season and the wife and I took 
our cocktails and sat for hours by the window 
watching the huge soft flakes drift down from 
heaven. It looked like a Grandma Moses Print. 
So romantic we felt like newlyweds again. I  
love snow! 
December 9: We woke to a beautiful blanket of 
crystal white snow covering every inch of the 
landscape. What a fantastic sight! Can there be a 
more lovely place in the Whole World? Moving 
here was the best idea I've ever had. Shoveled for 
the first time in years and felt like a boy again. I 
did both our driveway and the sidewalks. This 
afternoon the snowplow came along and covered 
up the sidewalks and closed in the driveway, so I 
got to shovel again. What a perfect life. 
December 12: The sun has melted all our lovely 
snow. Such a disappointment. My neighbor tells 
me not to worry, we'll definitely have a white 
Christmas. No snow on Christmas would be 
awful! Bob says we'll have so much snow by the 
end of winter, that I'll never want to see snow 
again. I don't think that's possible. Bob is such a 
nice man I'm glad he's our neighbor. 
December 14: Snow lovely snow! 8" last night. 
The temperature dropped to-20. The cold makes 
everything sparkle so. The wind took my breath 
away, but I warmed up by shoveling the  
driveway and sidewalks. This is the life! 
The snowplow came back this afternoon and 
buried everything again. I didn't realize I would 
have to do quite this much shoveling, but I'll 
certainly get back in shape this way. I wish I 
wouldn't huff and puff so.  
December 15: 20 inches forecast. Sold my van 
and bought a 4x4 Blazer. Bought snow tires for 
the wife's car and 2 extra shovels. Stocked the 
freezer. The wife wants a wood stove in case the  
electricity goes out. I think that's silly. We aren't 
in Alaska, after all. 
December 16: Ice storm this morning. Fell on my 
ass on the ice in the driveway putting down salt. 

Hurt like hell. The wife laughed for an hour, 
which I think was very cruel.  
December 17: Still way below freezing. Roads 
are too icy to go anywhere. Electricity was off 
for 5 hours. I had to pile the blankets on to stay 
warm. Nothing to do but stare at the wife and try 
not to irritate her. Guess I should've bought a 
wood stove, but won't admit it to her. God I hate 
it when she's right. I can't believe I'm freezing to 
death in my own living room. 
December 20: Electricity's back on, but had 
another 14" of the damn stuff last night. More 
shoveling. Took all day. Goddamn snowplow 
came by twice. Tried to find a neighbor kid to 
shovel, but they said they're too busy playing 
hockey. I think they're lying. Called the only 
hardware store around to see about buying a 
snow blower and they're out. Might have another 
shipment in March. I think they're lying. Bob 
says I have to shovel or the city will have it done 
and bill me. I think he's lying. 
December 22: Bob was right about a white 
Christmas because 13 more inches of the white 
shit fell today, and it's so cold it probably won't 
melt till August. Took me 45 minutes to get all 
dressed up to go out to shovel and then I had to 
piss. By the time I got undressed, pissed and 
dressed again. Was too tired to shovel. Tried to 
hire Bob who has a plow on his truck for the rest 
of the winter; but he says he's too busy. I think 
the asshole is lying. 
December 23: Only 2" of snow today. And it 
warmed up to 0. The wife wanted me to decorate 
the front of the house this morning. What is she 
nuts! Why didn't she tell me to do that a month 
ago? She says she did but I think she's lying.  
December 24: 6". Snow packed so hard by 
snowplow, l broke the shovel. Thought I was 
having a heart attack. If I ever catch the son of a 
bitch who drives that snowplow, I'll drag him 
through the snow by his balls. I know he hides 
around the corner and waits for me to finish 
shoveling and then he comes down the street at a 
100 miles an hour and throws snow all over 
where I've just been! Tonight the wife wanted 

(Continued on page 7) 
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        DARWIN AWARD 

          CANDIDATES 
 
1. In September in Detroit, a 41-year-old man got 
stuck and drowned in two feet of water after 
squeezing head first through an 18-inch-wide 
sewer grate to retrieve his car keys. 
 
2. In October, a 49-year-old San Francisco 
stockbroker, who "totally zoned when he ran," 
according to his wife, accidentally jogged off a 
200-foot-high cliff on his daily run. 
 
3. Buxton, NC: A man died on a beach when an 
8-foot-deep hole he had dug into the sand caved 
in as he sat inside it. Beachgoers said Daniel 
Jones, age 21, from Woodridge VA, dug the hole 
for fun, or protection from the wind, and had 
been sitting in a beach chair at the bottom, 
Thursday afternoon when it collapsed, burying 
him beneath 5' of sand. People on the beach, on 
the outer banks, used their hands and shovels, 
trying to claw their way to Jones, but could not 
reach him.. It took rescue workers using heavy 
equipment almost an hour to free him while 
about 200 people looked on ... Jones was 
pronounced dead at a hospital. 
 
4. In February, Santiago Alvarado, 24, was killed 
in Lompoc, CA, as he fell face-first through the 
ceiling of a bicycle shop he was burgling. Death 
was caused when the long flashlight he had 
placed in his mouth (to keep his hands free) 
rammed into the base of his skull as he hit the 
floor. 
 
5. According to police in Dahlonega, GA, ROTC 
cadet Nick Berrena, 20, was stabbed to death in 
January by fellow cadet Jeffrey Hoffman, 23, 
who was trying to prove that a knife could not 
penetrate the flak vest Berrena was wearing. 
 
6. Sylvester Briddell, Jr , 26, was killed in 
February in Selbyville, Delaware as he won a bet 

with friends who said he would not put a revolver 
loaded with four bullets into his mouth and pull 
the trigger. 
 
7. In February, according to police in Windsor, 
Ont, Daniel Kolta, 27, and Randy Taylor, 33, died 
in a head-on collision, thus earning a tie in the 
game of chicken they were playing with their 
snowmobiles. 
 

  HONORABLE MENTIONS 
 
(Not eligible for the Darwin Award because they 
did not actually succeed in self-extermination) 
 
1) In Guthrie, Okla , in October, Jason Heck tried 
to kill a millipede with a shot from his 22-caliber 
rifle, but the bullet ricocheted off a rock near the 
hole and hit pal Antonio Martinez in the head 
fracturing his skull. 
 
2) In Elyria, Ohio, in October, Martyn Eskins, 
attempting to clean out cob-webs in his basement, 
declined to use a broom in favor of a propane torch 
and caused a fire that burned the first and second 
floors of his house. 
 
3) Paul Stiller, 47, was hospitalized in Andover 
Township, NJ, in Sept. 96 and his wife Bonnie was 
also injured, by a quarter-stick of dynamite that 
blew up in their car . While driving around at 2 
AM, the bored couple lit the dynamite and tried 
to toss it out the window to see what would 
happen,but they apparently failed to notice that the 
window was closed. 
 
4) Taking "Amateur Night" Too Far: In Betulia, 
Colombia, an annual festival in November 
includes five days of amateur bullfighting. This 
year, no bull was killed, but dozens of matadors 
were injured, including one gored in the head and 
one obbittized. Said one participant, "It's just one 
bull against a thousand Morons."  
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source: unknown 
submitted by: Mark Sutcliffe 

WHOSE WHYDAH? 
 

Are there heirs of Black Sam to claim the 
pirate's booty? 

By K.C. MYERS 
 STAFF WRITER 

 

PROVNCETOWN - While Barry Clifford is 
mining the ocean depths for treasure, British 
newspapers are querying their readers for heirs of 
the pirate captain Black Sam Bellamy, who is 
believed to have drowned when his ship sank in 
1717 off the coast of Wellfleet. 

"English descendants could benefit as salvage 
team strikes gold," reads the headline in the July 
29 Daily Mail, a national tabloid. The more 
regional Western Morning News, which covers 
the Devon and Cornwall area, picked up the story 
the next day. 

Reporter Denise O'Leary of the Morning News 
said they hope readers will call in to claim their 
pirate lineage, but so far none has emerged. 

Bellamy is a common enough name in the 
Devon area, O'Leary said. 

Back in 1987, a British researcher hired by 
Clifford to track down the origins of Sam 
Bellamy, believed he had stumbled across 
Bellamy's father, Edward. The elder was a 
political rebel involved in the Monmouth 
rebellion of 1685, in which Duke Monmouth and 
others fought to dethrone King James II The king 
had Catholic sympathies that angered the 
Protestants. said Ken Kinkor, the historian for the 
Whydah project. 

However, that lead turned cold once a more 
thorough genealogical survey was conducted, 
Kinkor said. 

Clifford find prompts search 
The British media attention follows news 

reports that Clifford, an Orleans resident. located 
the hull of the ship in late June where even more 
gold bars and coins could be found. Clifford, 53, 
already has uncovered several thousand artifacts 
including coins and other gold pieces since his 
discovery of the ship's bell in 1985. The treasures 
are buried in sand about 1,500 feet off the coast 

of Marconi Beach. 
Much has been presumed about Sam Bellamy - 

that he was dark and handsome, brave, intelligent 
and democratic with his crew. 

Some of this is based on testimony from pirate 
trials. Bellamy had other boats in his fleet beside 
the Whydah. During the fatal storm of April 27, 
1717, another ship, the Mary Ann, ran aground in 
Orleans. The surviving crew was arrested and nine 
were later hanged in Boston for piracy.  

But there are also a lot of legends surrounding 
the captain. 

He may have lived in Devonshire or some part 
of western England, according to Kinkor. who has 
researched the history of the Whydah pirate ship 
for more than a decade. 

However, he never found a person with a birth 
record or address in English archives that could be 
positively identified as the pirate captain. 

One candidate found 
Kinkor said he has one candidate, who he 

believes most closely resembles the pirate. But he 
said it would be too speculative to even talk about 
at this point. 

"All we have is circumstantial evidence," he 
said. 

To deepen the mystery, Kinkor said Bellamy 
may have been using a fake name. Many pirates 
did. Also, there is no testimony  that Bellamy 
actually died, Kinkor said. 

 Legend has it that Bellamy was paying a 
romantic visit to Cape Cod after plundering ships 
in the Caribbean, when the Whydah hit the shoals 
off Marconi Beach. The ship turned upside down, 
and the cannons stored in the hold crashed through 
the deck. Bags of gold were probably anchored 
into the sand by the cannons, Kinkor said in an 
earlier interview. 

According to local lore, Bellamy's love, Maria 
Hallet, was waiting for him on the Cape. The same 
legend says the two produced a child, who died in 
infancy Kinkor has no idea if Bellamy had any 
children. 

Even if he did, and even if they had letters from 
the dead captain himself, they have no legal claim 
to the Whydah, Kinkor said. 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Upon discovering the remains of a shipwreck, a 
salvager may follow a procedure under admiralty law 
to claim ownership. Dave Farwell, an attorney in 
Chatham, said he must file a lawsuit with the state, 
seeking an award of title to the wreck from the state 
and any other claimants. Kinkor said the award was 
granted in the 1980s. 

Clifford was also granted another plum recently: a 
contract with National Geographic. The magazine is 
preparing a television special and magazine piece 
about the recovery of the Whydah. Until the 
Geographic article is published, Clifford is not 

(Continued from page 6) 

Holiday Fruitcake Ingredients: 
 
1 cup sugar  2 cups dried fruit 
1 teaspoon of salt 4 large eggs 
1 cup brown sugar 1 teaspoon lemon juice 
½ cup nuts  1 bottle whiskey 
 
Procedure: 
 
 Sample the whiskey to check for quality. Get a 
large bowl out. Check the whiskey again. To be sure it 
is of the highest quality, pour one level cup and drink 
it. Repeat.  
 Turn on the electric mixer and beat one cup of 
butter in the large fluffy bowl. Add one teaspoon of 
sugar and beat again. Make sure the whiskey is still 
okay. Cry another tup. Turn off the mixer. Beat two 
leggs and add to the bowl and chuck in the cup of 
dried fruit.  
 Mix on the turner. If fired druit gets stuck in 
the beatererers pry it loose with a drewscriver. Sample 
the whiskey and check for tonsisticity. Next sift two 
cups of salt or something. Who cares? 
  Check the whiskey again. Now sift the lemon 
juice and strain your nuts. Add one table. Spoon. Of 
sugar or something. Whatever you can find. 
 Grease the oven. Turn the cake tin 350 degrees. 
Don't forget to beat off the turner. Throw the bowl out 
the window. 
 Check the whiskey again and go to bed. 

me to sing Christmas carols with her and open our 
presents, but I was busy watching for the goddamn 
snowplow. 
December 25: Merry Christmas. 20 more inches of 
the !=3D@x@!x!x1 slop tonight. Snowed in.  
The idea of shoveling makes my blood boil. God I 
hate the snow! Then the snowplow driver came by 
asking for a donation and I hit him over the head with 
my shovel. The wife says I have a bad 
attitude. I think she's an idiot. If I have to watch "It's 
a Wonderful Life" one more time, I'm going to kill 
her. 
December 26: Still snowed in. Why the hell did I ever 
move here? It was all HER idea. She's really getting 
on my nerves. 
December 27: Temperature dropped to -30 and the 
pipes froze. 
December 28: Warmed up to above -50. Still snowed 
in. THE BITCH is driving me crazy!!! 
December 29: 10 more inches. Bob says I have to 
shovel the roof or it could cave in. That's the silliest 
thing I ever heard. How dumb does he think I am? 
December 30: Roof caved in. The snow plow driver 
is suing me for a million dollars for the bump on his 
head. The wife went home to her 
mother. 9" predicted.  
December 31: Set fire to what's left of the house. No 
more shoveling.  
January 8: I feel so good. I just love those little white 
pills they keep giving me. Why am I tied to the bed? 

(Continued from page 4) 

allowed to release information about his most recent 
finds. 

National Geographic spokeswoman Barbara Moffet 
said Geographic wanted to cover the Whydah story 
for two obvious reasons. 

"The Whydah is the only real pirate ship ever found 
in the world; that's enormously interesting to our 
readers," she said. 

Also, Clifford's method of removing artifacts has 
been supervised by an archaeologist. 

"We had extensive conversations with Barry about 
his methods, and we felt they were being done well," 
Moffet said. 

source: Cape Cod Times 
submitted by: Eleanor Hube 
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To all NE FMDAC Clubs 
 
Please pass the below information on to your members. 
 
Carolyn Garrett the FMDAC President January 1, 1999 to 2001 sends Holiday Greetings to all NE 
FMDAC members and asks for support during her term as national president. 
 
The 1998/99 Northeast Chapter of the Federation of Metal Detector & Archaeological Club's officers 
are myself: Acting PRESIDENT and Vice President, RICHARD FLEMING, 179 Wyman Rd., Keene, 
NH 03431, FAX c/o 603/352-1147, E-mail c/o gazette@top.monad.net, VICE PRESIDENT, George 
Streeter, SECRETARY, AL TURNBULL, 117 Cleveland Ave., Endicott, NY 13760,  
Phone/FAX 607/748-4072, E-mail Tugboat99@aol.com TREASURER, KEN GUDERNATCH and I 
appointed JENO FARKAS to fill the unexpired term of MASTER-AT-ARMS. 
 
 For many years our Chapter has had elections for a 2nd VP and a M-at Arms. These positions 
were created to give us more workers. In this year's election, (handled by the National Secretary) these 
positions were on the ballot. Now VP Keith Wills say's they don't recognize 2nd VP & M-at Arms 
positions in Chapters and he wants them eliminated. If these positions are to be eliminated in our 
Chapter, then they must be done with a vote by the membership and not by a Directive from Wills or 
any officer.  
 The National Board also says they can change bylaws with out announcing their intent and 
without membership approval. The Board has no right in taking this right away from the membership 
and George Streeter and I will continue to work to re-instate membership rights.  
 I know the FMDAC organization as a whole and our Chapter will lose members in 1999 
because they feel the National Board abuses it power and because they think $5 dues are too high for 
what is received. Rest assured, I and my officers will not feel hurt if your club makes this decision.  
 We are looking for volunteers and shortly will be appointing Chapter State reps' . I am also 
working on getting a Chat room on the Internet for weekly Chapter discussions. 
 As far as George Streeter is concerned, he is my friend and my vice president. He has been an 
active FMDAC member since 1986 and was a Chapter president for 6 years. I am not a people person 
and am uncomfortable at meetings. But this doesn't mean I don't know what's going on. When George 
was Chapter president, I was his VP, and he split his FMDAC travel reimbursements with me so I 
could attend the meeting sites.  
 I have asked George to be my spokesperson and to attend Board meetings with me.  
 I also believe Keith Wills was wrong in his attempt to change the bylaws without membership 
approval, just so he could get rid of George & other critics like him. 
 I and the other officers and committee chairmen of the North East FMDAC wish all Chapter 
members a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.  
 
NE FMDAC acting president 
Richard Fleming 
 
P.S. Message sent via the Treasure Hunters Gazette's email address.  
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Treasure Hunted 
In The Philippines 

By ULI SCHMETZER Chicago Tribune 
 
MANILA, Philippines -President Joseph Estrada 
was livid. His recently appointed chairman of the 
Presidential Commission for Good Government 
had trumpeted the news all over the nation: "The 
president has ordered the commission to go 
treasure hunting." 
 Not for illicit bank deposits, mind you, but 
for the real thing. gold bullion, supposedly buried 
by the late dictator Ferdinand Marcos. 
 Estrada was annoyed that the commission 
chairman had not only revealed the treasure hunt 
but its location -northern Baguio and southern 
Bataan. That is simply not done in the Philippines: 
Sites are kept secret to avoid gold rushes. 
 After I I years of snooping, the 
commission has managed to track down only 
$500 million of the Marcos' reputed fortune in 
Swiss bank accounts. But there has been no trace 
of gold bullion. 
 Imelda Marcos, the late strongman's 
widow, dismisses talk of, a gold hoard as fairy 
tales, but her husband often boasted he had found 
the World War 11 was chest of Japanese Gen. 
Tomoyuki Yamashita, containing gold and 
jewelry looted from all over Asia. And earlier this 
year, Imelda Marcos told a Senate hearing her late 
husband had built his mother's home with a wall 
of gold bricks. The gold, she said, was from the 
Japanese general's bullion. 
 That was enough to send half of the 
impoverished country into a treasure-hunt frenzy. 
 Estrada, meanwhile in a search for ways to 
fulfill his campaign promises to redistribute some 
of the nation's wealth, created the Presidential 
Action Committee. By simply filling in an official 
form the poor could ask the president for whatever 
they wanted or needed, 
 Undaunted by the new president's 
admission the government was technically 
"bankrupt," the dreamers came in droves. Before 
the gates to the Malacanang Palace -the Filipino 

White House opened Saturday, an estimated 6,000 
people had queued up for nearly a mile. 
 Squatters, beggars, the homeless, the 
deserted and the crippled flocked to submit their 
wish lists: a house, help with medical care, a 
minibus license, legal assistance or simply a job. 
The idea was to give some their wish in order to 
keep the hopes of the others alive, but the move 
backfired when the crowd stampeded, killing two 
women. 
 And the search for the loot goes on. Four 
years ago, an international company named 
Golden Buddha Corp. was awarded $2 billion in 
damages by a Honolulu court. The court accepted 
the company's claim that Marcos took a hoard of 
gold and jewels by force from its late founder. 
The loot was supposedly part of Yamashita's war 
chest, discovered in caves near the mountain town 
of Baguio in northern Luzon island. 
 Estrada has received little public criticism 
for joining in the Marcos treasure hunt, After all, 
millions in this country pin their hopes each year 
on miracles or finding buried treasure. 
Landowners of remote property often discover 
huge holes dug into their terrain. 
 The president's budget woes and treasure 
bunt come against the backdrop of an economy 
reeling from the Asian economic crisis. Stocks 
plunged this month, and the daily Philippine 
Inquirer suggested, in a front-page headline: 
"Investors losing confidence in ERAP [the 
acronym for the president]." 

The days are clear and warm as toast 
The grass is still green and needs mowing almost 
 
Hard to believe that Thanksgiving was here, 
Even harder to accept that Christmas is near. 
 
With the weather so warm and grass so green 
I'm sure that Santa will never be seen. 
 
Ken Krivanec 

submitted by: Mark Sutcliffe 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
1998 Garrett Club Program: Please register all Garrett metal detectors purchased or received as a gift 
during 1998 with Garrett, making them aware you are a member of Y.T.C. Obtain an application from 
any Y.T.C. officer. Garrett credits the club with 10% of the purchase price. This credit is used to 
procure the yearly Freedom Ace Give-A-Way detector. Remember,  support YOUR club!  
 
April 23, 24, & 25th BONE 6 treasure show will be held in Keene, NH. More information to follow. 
 
October 22-23rd 15th Annual FMDAC Treasure Weekend is going to be held at the Riverside Hotel 
and Casion Resort in Laughlin, Nevada. For more info contact Carolyn Garrett (916)331-7931. 
 

UPCOMING HUNTS  

 
February 21th The annual Jack Hube Polar Bear Hunt will be held, for all members in good standing, 
at the West Beach of Hammomassett State Park. The day will start at the opening of the gate at 8AM. 
Water hunting for those that care to partake of the opportunity to find a treasure in the cold waters of 
Long Island Sound will end at 12 Noon. The Hunt registration will start at 12:30 with the Hunt starting 
at: 1:30PM. The Hunt fee of $10.00 is payable by the February 9th meeting. Huntmaster Richard 
McRobbie is accepting all prize donations and collecting the hunt fee. For more information, ask at the 
meeting or call, Mac at: 860-742-0706. A site map will appear in the February Probe. See you there! 
 
April 11th Annual Bill Sweetland memorial Hunt, sponsored by the Jersey Coast THC held at the John 
Taylor Pavilion. For more info: John Northrup, 8 Barbara Lane, Barnegat NJ 08005 or call 609-698-
4904 or Rocco La Sala at 732-408-0880. 
 
 

I Can not wait for the Jack Hube Polar Bear Hunt!  
Dress warmly and bring hot chocolate or coffee. 

It can get very cold and windy, not all hunt days are balmy as last year’s. 

NOTICE!     from  front  page     ALERT 
If your name is highlighted on the mailing label, your dues have not been recorded 
as of publication deadline (1/3/99). What does this mean to you? — First: this will 
be your last issue of the Probe, second: you will NOT be eligible for the Jack Hube 
Polar Bear Hunt, third: you will have no right to vote, all until your dues are paid. 
Don’t be left out, mail your dues to: Y.T.C., P.O. Box 1811, Hartford, CT 06114-
1811. You may also pay at any Y.T.C. function. 
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Minutes of  January 12, 1999 Meeting: 
 
>Called to order at 7:09PM with 32 members (including 4 new members) present. Two of the new members 
resulted from our listing on the FMDAC website. 
>The minutes of the December meeting were corrected to include that Donald Collins won the Early Dues 
Renewal Drawing, and were approved. 
>The Treasurer's Report was accepted as read with a balance of $2207.63 plus $265.55 silver inventory. A little 
over 50% of membership renewals are in. 
>Mary Goldstein sent a donation toward refreshments with her dues renewal. 
>Read a short note from Eleanor Hube. She hopes everyone will stop to visit when they are on the Cape. 
>Debbie Martin moved to make Eleanor Hube a Life Member in recognition of her founding role and continued 
dedication to the club. The motion was seconded and carried unanimously. 
>Discussed renewing our membership in Friends of the Office of State Archeology (FOSA). Mark Sutcliffe 
moved to renew our membership with a donation of $50, seconded by Chuck Anderson. After some discussion as 
to the merits of  membership, the motion carried. 
>Discussed the 1998 Garrett Club Program. It was noted that several members purchased Garrett detectors during 
the year but had not yet submitted the receipts for credit.  
>Ken Gudernatch encouraged members in attendance at meetings to wear Y.T.C. name badges (available from 
Quartermaster Richard MacRobbie) or put their membership cards in plastic holders (available at meetings) to be 
assured of not missing an opportunity to win the Membership Drawing. 
>Had a lengthy discussion on whether or not to renew our Federation of Metal Detector and Archeological Clubs 
(FMDAC) dues. Debate centered on the relative benefits of the FMDAC and the perceived lack of interest by the 
FMDAC in local affairs. A significant concern is the FMDAC Executive Council's interpretation of the bylaws 
and their changing them without a vote of the membership. The club voted to send a letter to FMDAC President 
Carolyn Garrett to voice our concerns and see what response we get. 
>Chuck Anderson reported on the successful November Auction. 41 lots were sold, bringing in $369.25. Chuck 
thanked Anita and John Hubley for their assistance, as well as the 20 Y.T.C. members who donated items for the 
auction. 
>Chuck reminded members that elections will be coming up in March. We need nominations and volunteers. In 
particular, we need a Treasurer and a Newsletter Editor. 
>Donations to the Connecticut Children's Place are as follows: February: Books; March: Puzzles and Games; 
April: Sports Equipment. The children range in age from 7-15. Items donated should be new or like-new 
condition. 
>Huntmaster Richard MacRobbie discussed the Jack P. Hube Memorial Polar Bear Hunt at Hammonasset Beach 
State Park in Madison in February. Details will be in the PROBE. Hand and long-handled sand scoops will be 
allowed but not Atlantic City-style leg-mounted sifters. 
>Mike Martin moved to appropriate $75 for the Polar Bear Hunt. Motion carried. 
>Bob Tulay spoke about his late November finds from Lake P. He spent 33 hours over 7 days and scooped up two 
gold rings including an 18Kt. wedding band, 10 silver rings, over $3.00 face value of silver and $28.00 in pocket 
change. A "local" told him that several years ago a group of detectorists from Minnesota had spent several weeks 
in the lake! Bob noted that necessity of using a machine which discriminates due to the large volume of nails 
encountered. He used a Fisher 1280X. 
>Ken Gudernatch displayed his "eyeball finds" from 1998 which included a $20 bill, postage stamps, a hammer, a 
gold necklace, and pocket change. He promised to write an article about them for the PROBE. 
>Attendance Drawing for 10 silver quarters: Steve Sant Andrea was absent; Janet LaPointe won a silver dime. 
>50/50 Raffle won by Richard Janak.   >1888 Morgan Silver Dollar Raffle won by Janet 
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Welcome to our 

newest members 
Doc and Margaret Watson from 

South Windsor, CT  
and 

Dan Saunders from Tolland, CT 

Y.T.C. Expressions 
 
Richard MacRobbie "Mac" holds the position of 
Y.T.C. Quartermaster. If you would like to purchase 
any of the items listed below, please contact Mac. 
 
#1 Y.T.C. Engraved Name Badge $6.50 
#2 Y.T.C. Club Emblem (embroidered) $5.00 
#3 Y.T.C. Colored Club Emblem         $1.25 to $2.50 
#4 Y.T.C. Treasure & Trash Apron $2.00 

METAL DETECTORS - - - MAJOR BRANDS - - - ACCESSORIES 

 
J & E ENTERPRISES of S. Yarmouth  

 

 
Formerly J & E of Suffield, CT. 

54 Old Main St. / Forest Rd. 
South Yarmouth, MA 02664 

1-508-760-2100 
Fax 1-508-760-3738 

 
Factory Authorized Dealer for Fisher, Garrett, Minelab, Tesoro, Whites & 
Sun Ray. Coil Covers, Headphones, Beach & Water Scoops, Books, Etc., 

SALES, SERVICE & RENTALS 

Ken Gudernatch, 
 
 This is Jianyun Yao. Thanks you very 
much for finding and returning my cellular phone. 
With out that, I would feel very bad. I appreciate 
your help very much.  
 Since I have just finish my finals, so I 
write that letter now. I hope we can be good 
friends. And wish you could find more and more 
treasure. 
 Thanks again. 
 
Best Regards, 

A Cellular Return 

Famed treasure hunter  
Mel Fisher dies; was 76 
Associated Press 
 MIAMI -Treasure hunter Mel Fisher represented 
the Florida Keys -The so called Conch Republic -like few 
others. .turning his back on the mainstream in a dogged 
search for the mother lode. On Saturday, Fisher died of 
cancer at age 76. 
 "He's just one of those characters who in this 
country are so much a part of the wild West feel," said Dr. 
Madeleine Burnside, executive director of the Mel Fisher 
Maritime Heritage Society Treasure Museum in Key West. 
"He pushed the envelope. He was obsessed with finding 
shipwrecks. But it wasn't for the wealth." 
 Fisher was treated for lymphoma with months of 
chemotherapy and died at his home in Key West. His 
family plans to scatter his ashes along Kane's Trail, a 
7.5-mile stretch of ocean floor from the site where he 
found the first silver coin from the Spanish galleon Nuestra 
Senora de Atocha in 1971 to the site of the main pile in '85. 
 Some viewed Fisher's treasure hunting schemes as 
foolish plans of an obsessed man. People in Key West, 
however, respected Fisher's unrelenting pursuit of sunken 
treasure. 
 

reprinted from: Waterbury Republican American 12/22/98 
submitted by: Irene Olschefski 

Editor’s Apology 
I apologize to all those that were offended by the Diary of 
a Snow Shoveler in last month’s issue. However, If YOU 
and others would submit relevant articles, I would not have 
to resort to non-relevant stories to fill the pages. 
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COIN GOLD & pre 1900 Bob Tulay 1899 barber quarter & 1898 dime found in same hole.  
             SILVER  post 1899 Phil LaPointe 1943 -P Liberty Half 
    
            OTHER   pre 1900 Jim Groom 1817 large Cent 

                 post 1899 Ken Gudernatch 1902 Indian Head Cent- Full Liberty 
    

            TOKEN / MEDAL Chuck Anderson Late 1800's Agricultural Token used as a work unit. 
    
JEWELRY GOLD Ken Gudernatch 1913 High School 14K Class Pin 
  Richard Janak 10 K Ring with 7 Stones 
    
 SILVER Dave Gregorski Sterling“leaf” Ear Ring 
  Phil LaPointe Sterling Religious Medal 
    
 OTHER Richard MacRobbie Platinum Ring with 7 Diamonds 
  Don Bogli  Mary Louis Girls School Pendent Queens, NY 
  Ken MacMinagil  Snake Necklace 
    
RELIC TOY Ken Gudernatch Toy Soldier 
  Dave Gregorski “Battleship” Monopoly Piece 
    
 MILITARY  NO ENTRY 
    
 OTHER Jim Groom Skeleton Key 
  Phil LaPointe 1916 Vermont Chauffeur License 
  Richard Janak Set of Teeth, Partial Plate 
  Chuck Anderson Coloniel Era Haversack Buckle 
    
CONSOLATION PRIZE   Bob Tulay Tootsie Toy Car 

BOLD AND/OR ITALICS INDICATES THE WINNERS submitted by Phil Skewes 1-99 
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Hello fellow hunters!  This Checkerboard is a double First being the first one for the year and the first 
one I’ve written.   Even with the cold weather many of you got out and came up with a lot of great 
finds.  Here are the results. 

 
COIN-GOLD/SILVER BOB TULAY was out with Rick Browne in the water and came up  
(Pre-1900)    with his winning 1899 Barber Quarter and a 1898 Baber Dime.      
COIN-GOLD/SILVER WILLIAM DRAINVILLE was out at an old millsite with Mike, 
(Post-1899)   without too much luck so he went up to the top of a hill and after  
           digging a barber quarter he saw that he hit another barber quarter  
    with his shovel.                                 
COIN-OTHER   JIM GROOM took his XLT out in the woods on a sunny day      
(pre-1900)    and came up with his winning 1817 large cent at 6 ½ inches deep.                                 
COIN-OTHER   KEN GUTERNATCH was out swinging his Fisher on public land 
(post-1899)   and at a depth of one inch he found his winning 1902 indian head 
    Cent, full liberty.  He was surprised that he found it in a school yard. 
COIN-TOKEN/MEDAL  CHUCK ANDERSON was out with fellow hunters on an old 
    tobacco field after trying several other spots.   About 40 minutes                                  
    before quitting time he hit a real hot spot.  Among several nice                                     
    finds was his winning Late 1800's Agricultural Token. 
JEWELRY-GOLD KEN GUDERNATCH was out by himself in the ocean in Rhode Island . 

His illusive target dropped through his digger 3 or 4 times before he 
landed it.  By not giving up he came up with his winning  

                                              1913 14K High School class ring.                                                       
JEWELRY-SILVER DAVE GREGORSKI also had trouble landing his winning entry  
     of a sterling leaf ear ring.  He was out at a salt water beach with his                              
    Whites detector and after about 3 tries his winning find stayed in scoop. 
JEWELRY-OTHER RICHARD MACROBBIE took his Garrett detector to a public salt 
 water beach.  Observing the beach, he saw what looked  like a  
    “Cut” in the sand. Getting a good signal in this area he dug down                                  
    to clay and when he fliped over a chunck of clay in his scoop he                                    
    thought he had a  ring from a pull tab but to his great delight it turned out 
    to be a Platinum ring with 7 diamonds.   
RELIC -TOY KEN GUDERNATCH wins again with his toy soldier. He was out with 
 Chuck Anderson in the tabacco field where he found it. 
RELIC-MILITARY NO ENTRY 
RELIC-OTHER JIM GROOM went out in the woods alone on a cloudy day with his 

XLT 
 and at 3 inches down he found his first skeleton key.  He was detecting 
 around an old cellar hole and wandered some distance form the hole to 

find the key. 
CONSOLATION PRIZE BOB TULAY was the lucky winner with his tootsie toy car. 
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A New Charge 
Detectorists Convicted 

 
The Archaeological Resources Protection Act 
(ARPA) was passed by Congress in 1979. In the 
Act, Congress directed various Agencies to 
promulgate provisions of the Act, which they did. 
Now we have a new charge relative to ARPA, 
and it was established by a case brought by the 
U.S. Attorney's office for the Eastern District of 
Virginia. 
 
The new charge is "Attempting to Violate ARPA" 
 
Background: According to a National Park 
Service publication, Common-Ground. "Two men 
caught relic hunting at Virginia's Fredericksburg 
and Spotsylvania National Military Park pled 
guilty last may to a single, count of " at-tempting 
to Violate ARPA". It is the first case for 
attempted Violation of the statute. (Italics added). 
 
In February, Ranger Steve Davis spotted the 
two men on private land near the park line. 
The two had metal detectors, and Davis 
advised them that they were close to the 
boundary. They said they were aware of it, but 
Davis encountered them again three weeks, 
later well inside the park. According to the 
supervisory ranger Mike Greenfield, the 
boundary markers were plainly visible. There 
were also signs posted advising the public of 
ARPA.  
 
The men had collected two bullets, but there, 
were no signs of digging on the park land, 
which led the U.S. Attorney's Office to bring 
the attempted violation charges.  
 
The two men were each fined $250, sentenced 
to two years' probation and ordered off federal 
park lands for two years. They also had to 
forfeit their metal detectors, valued at about 
$500 each". 

 

reprinted from:The Eastern 7 News 2/98 

An analysis of the fine imposed, it appears that it 
was as carefully crafted. It was high enough to 
hurt, ($250, plus loss of detectros), but not 
devastate. It was high enough that those hearing 
about it would take note and then take action to 
avoid this charge. At the same time the fine was 
within the range where the persons involved just 
want to pay the fine and get it over with. Had the 
fine been very high, it would be reason to appeal to 
a higher court where it is possible the ruling could 
be set aside. 
 
Until the court finding is challenged and set aside, 
there, is now a charge called "Attempting to        
Violate ARPA". The conditions, limitations, and 
definitions of this charge are unspecified. In this 
case the persons were discovered on the grounds of 
a National Military Park, detectors in hand, and 
they had bullets in their possession (civil war 
vintage?). What is left in doubt, is whether this 
new charge will be limited to National Parks, or 
whether it will be applied to all Federal lands. 
 

Charles Jones, LLn, FMDAC 30 Jan 1998 
 

 My name is Tony D'Angelo, I am President 
of the Atlantic Treasure Club on Long Island. 
 I have been reading your newsletter the 
"Probe" second hand from one of my members 
who also belongs to your club. 
 To say the least I find you publication 
interesting and well put together. In the September 
issue your story "Gold" was neat. I would love to 
find gold flakes or small nuggets. Being on Long 
Island we are limited to beaches, parks and some 
relic hunting. We don't stand any chance of finding 
any nuggets or flakes ... though the gold rings are 
plentiful with our major beaches.  
 
Keep up the good work. 
Tony D'Angelo  

Tony, thanks for the kind words.  Rick Browne, Ed. 
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 For those lucky enough to find rings with 
gemstones, the question often arises as to how 
many carats the. stone might be. The only precise 
method is to have a jeweler remove the stone from 
the setting and weigh it. This is too expensive , 
especially with the "flyspeck" stones I usually 
find,  
 While browsing through the "Jewelry 
Repair Manual" by R.A. Hardy, I came across a 
neat chart that will approximate the carat weight 
of your diamonds. One has only to compare the 
diameter in millimeters to the carat weight. It is 
only accurate for standard cut round stones. 
 
 Diameter (mm.)  Carats 
 ____________ _____ 
 
  1     1/64 
  1.5     1/32 
  2     1/16 
  3     1/8 
  3.5    1/4 
  4    3/8 
  4.5     1/2 
  4.75    5/8   
  5     3/4 
  5.5     7/8 
  6     1 
  6.5     1 1/4 
  6.75    1 1/2 
  
 * If your stone appears larger than 
6.75mm., you probably have blurred vision; you 
are probably being filmed for "Candid Camera!'; 
or you are the new owner of a ZIRCONIUM !! 

 Have you ever wondered how big the pile 
of coins would be if you threw every coin you ever 
found in one, pile? I'm a nut on keeping track of 
every coin I've ever found via computer. I have just 
completed 17 years of detecting and have found 
the following pocket change: 
 
 Coin    Qty 
 Penny    22,312 
 Nickel      6,934 
 Dime    11,524 
 Quarter     7,786 
 Half Dollar         58 
 Dollar            4 
 
 The above totals $3,701.72 and does not 
include silver coins, foreign coins, or Indian head 
and earlier cents. 'When these are factored in, the 
total number of digs are about 49,000. 1 hate to 
think of all the digs for tinfoil, pulltabs, 
bobby-pins, and miscellaneous trash but I think my 
number of digs is pretty close to 100,000 ! 
 Ken brought in his yearly collection of his 
"eye-balled" finds at the January meeting. I have 
also kept track of all my eyeballed paper money 
while water detecting. I have found (11) one dollar 
bills, (1) five dollar bill, and (2) ten dollar bills. 
 My best finds are not included in any of the 
above statistics. They would have to be the friends 
and comradery I've found in joining Y.T.C. 
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 March is Election Month 
 
March is our election month, so it's time to start considering supporting your club by holding an office or handling 
one of the many important jobs associated with running a successful club such as ours. Here is a brief description 
of what each position entails. The President, V.P., Treasurer and Secretaries are elected by the club members, all 
other positions are filled by volunteers or appointees. 

 
PRESIDENT: The President presides over each meeting. It is the President's responsibility to assure that the 
meetings are conducted in an orderly fashion. It is his or her job to welcome visitors, introduce new members, read 
the mail and most important, bang the gavel to sound coffee hour after the meeting. The President also sets up an 
executive board meeting once a month and presides over that meeting. In our club, the President is not alone. There 
are plenty of Past Presidents active in the Executive Board to assist the President in his every move, therefore 
anyone can hold the Office of President --- Even YOU. 
VICE PRESIDENT: The Vice President presides over the meeting in the absence of the President. He assists the 
President and welcomes visitors and new members, informing them about the club. The V.P. is in charge of the 
Treasure Chest Prize and may take charge of the quartermaster's supplies. 

 TREASURER: It is the Treasurer's job to manage the clubs check book as well as to write checks to cover  
 expenses. If you know how to handle your own check book than you too can be our club  Treasurer. Each 
month the  
 Treasurer reads to the members his or her report for the month. He also  maintains the club's silver inventory and  
 prepares a year end financial report and forecast budget.  

RECORDING / CORRESPONDING SECRETARY: It is the Recording  Secretary 's job to keep the minutes of 
each meeting. The minutes are given to the Newsletter Editor for publication in the Probe. It is the Corresponding  
Secretary's job to answer all club mail and give all correspondence to the President. 

 NEWSLETTER EDITOR: It is the job of the Newsletter Editor to compile a photo ready newsletter. The Editor  
 receives all articles from the members and has to do some research to fill in all of the empty spaces. The job is a  
 fairly large one, so you might consider offering to be responsible for just one page each month. 

LIBRARIAN: It is the job of the Librarian to keep all of our treasure hunting books, magazines and tapes and to 
bring them to each meeting. Also, he or she should keep a record of books that have been taken by our members. 
Being the Librarian is a great job to start off getting involved in the operation of Y.T.C. 
FIND OF THE MONTH COORDINATOR: A willing person to bring and set up the find of the month display. 
He/she is responsible for counting the votes at the end of each meeting to determine the winners.  The information 
is then compiled and given to the Newsletter Editor for publishing in the Probe. 
REFRESHMENT CHAIRMAN: As part of our regular monthly meetings we enjoy a coffee break. A willing 
person is needed to bring in coffee and doughnuts to each meeting.  The club pays for the refreshments. The 
chairman must purchase or otherwise obtain the goodies, bring them to the meeting, set up before and clean up 
after the refreshment time. 
PRESTIGE ALBUM CHAIRMAN: This person maintains the Prestige Album, adds to it and brings it to each 
meeting. 
QUARTERMASTER: The responsibilities of the Club's Quartermaster is to oversee the orderly conduct of those in 
attendance at all Club functions. Further, this person holds for sale Y.T.C. logo identifiable items such as badges, 
emblems, aprons and shirts. 
RAFFLE CHAIRMAN: This member is responsible for selling 50/50 drawing and other raffle tickets at the 
meetings to raise funds for the club. 
HUNT MASTERS: Several members are needed each year to arrange treasure hunts for club members. 
Responsibilities include choosing the date, time and site, handling registrations, arranging for prizes, and seeding 
the hunt fields. Opportunities abound for Hunt Masters and Assistants. 
CHALLENGE MASTER: This person sets the criteria for the annual Challenge contest and checks off the 
members' finds as they are brought to the meetings. 
LEGISLATIVE LIAISON: This member keeps track of any legislation that may affect our hobby and encourages 
communication with our elected representatives. 
FMDAC REPRESENTATIVES: Two delegates and two alternates are needed to represent the club's interests to 
the Federation. 
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Feb. 21 1:30PM  

starts at 1:30 with registration beginning at 12 NOON. Come real early and catch the low tide at 10AM 
then help seed the sand at NOON. Current members only; hunt fee is only $10.00. Map to hunt site is 
below showing the way to Hammonasset’s West Beach. Hunt Marshal Richard MacRobbie may postpone 
the hunt until Feb. 28th (same time, location) in case of severe weather. Dress accordingly, long johns, 
boots, gloves and a hat are a must. Bring a snack and warming beverage. Watch your speed, State and Park 
police are usually set up this time of year. Good luck and see you there for the Indian’s chance to get out 

The Jack Hube Polar Bear Hunt 

Y.T.C. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
1998 / 1999 Garrett Club Program: Please register all Garrett metal detectors purchased or received 
as a gift during 1998 / 1999 with Garrett, making them aware you are a member of Y.T.C. Obtain an 
application from any Y.T.C. officer. Garrett credits the club with 10% of the purchase price. This credit 
is used to procure the yearly Freedom Ace Give-A-Way detector. Remember, support YOUR club!  
April 23, 24, & 25th BONE 6 treasure show will be held in Keene, NH. Seminars: $5 each, Hunts: $30 
each, Best Display and Find entry: $10 each, Awards Banquet $20 each. Contact George Streeter at 
603-357-0607 voice, 603-352-1147 FAX or E-mail at gazette@top.monad.net. 
October 22-24th 15th Annual FMDAC Treasure Weekend is to be held at the Special Events Arena in 
Laughlin, Nevada. The River Palms Resort and Casino is the hotel of choice 1-800-835-7903. FMDAC 
rate is $35 / night (Fri & Sat), buffetts $2.29/$3.99/$5.99 (B/L/D). Riverside RV Park (1-800-227-3849) 
has a FMDAC rate of $17 / night . Contact Carolyn Garrett (916)331-7931 for more information. 
 

UPCOMING HUNTS 
 
February 21th The annual Jack Hube Polar Bear Hunt will be held, for all members in good standing, at 
the West Beach of Hammomassett State Park. The day will start at the opening of the gate at 8AM. 
Water hunting for those that care to partake of the opportunity to find a treasure in the cold waters of 
Long Island Sound will end at 12 Noon. The Hunt registration will start at 12:30 with the Hunt starting 
at: 1:30PM. The Hunt fee of $10.00 is payable by the February 9th meeting. Huntmaster Richard 
McRobbie is accepting all prize donations and collecting the hunt fee. For more information, ask at the 
meeting or call, Mac at: 860-742-0706. See page 9 for a site map. See you there! 
April 11th Annual Bill Sweetland memorial Hunt, sponsored by the Jersey Coast THC held at the John 
Taylor Pavilion. For more info: John Northrup, 8 Barbara Lane, Barnegat NJ 08005 or call 609-698-
4904 or Rocco La Sala at 732-408-0880. 
May 2nd The 17th Annual Beach Bash Bonanza sponsored by the Mid Jersey Research & Recovery 
Club. For more information contact Dan Tuckman at 609-860-9626 or Scott Pullen at 609-585-3029. 

Results of  "Challenge 98"  
Stats. for last years list are:    
 1. We had one of our members complete all 4 levels of our list, which netted him $2.35 in 
silver,   congratulations to Phil Lapointe.     
 2. Another member was lucky enough to complete 3 levels, netting him $.85 in silver, this was 
  Bob Tulay. 
 3. Two more members attained 2 levels, netting them $.35 in silver they are Mark Sutcliffe and 
  Rick Browne.       
 4. One member completed level 1, that was Ken Krivanec for his 1 silver dime. The remaining  
  6 members, had many finds scattered in all levels, but no level was complete. In all we 
  had 11 participants for the "98" Challenge.   
The "99" Challenge has 24 different items listed in various levels, that looks to be, equally as 
challenging  as "98" was. I hope more of you participate this year.     
Please stop by and see me if you haven’t picked up your "99" list, we have one waiting for you.  

Your Challenge Master 
John Hubley 
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Minutes of January 12, 1999 Meeting: 
 
>Called to order at 7:09PM with 32 members (including 4 new members) present. Two of the new members 
resulted from our listing on the FMDAC website. 
>The minutes of the December meeting were corrected to include that Donald Collins won the Early Dues 
Renewal Drawing, and were approved. 
>The Treasurer's Report was accepted as read with a balance of $2207.63 plus $265.55 silver inventory. A little 
over 50% of membership renewals are in. 
>Mary Goldstein sent a donation toward refreshments with her dues renewal. 
>Read a short note from Eleanor Hube. She hopes everyone will stop to visit when they are on the Cape. 
>Debbie Martin moved to make Eleanor Hube a Life Member in recognition of her founding role and continued 
dedication to the club. The motion was seconded and carried unanimously. 
>Discussed renewing our membership in Friends of the Office of State Archeology (FOSA). Mark Sutcliffe 
moved to renew our membership with a donation of $50, seconded by Chuck Anderson. After some discussion 
as to the merits of  membership, the motion carried. 
>Discussed the 1998 Garrett Club Program. It was noted that several members purchased Garrett detectors 
during the year but had not yet submitted the receipts for credit.  
>Ken Gudernatch encouraged members in attendance at meetings to wear Y.T.C. name badges (available from 
Quartermaster Richard MacRobbie) or put their membership cards in plastic holders (available at meetings) to 
be assured of not missing an opportunity to win the Membership Drawing. 
>Had a lengthy discussion on whether or not to renew our Federation of Metal Detector and Archeological 
Clubs (FMDAC) dues. Debate centered on the relative benefits of the FMDAC and the perceived lack of 
interest by the FMDAC in local affairs. A significant concern is the FMDAC Executive Council's interpretation 
of the bylaws and their changing them without a vote of the membership. The club voted to send a letter to 
FMDAC President Carolyn Garrett to voice our concerns and see what response we get. 
>Chuck Anderson reported on the successful November Auction. 41 lots were sold, bringing in $369.25. Chuck 
thanked Anita and John Hubley for their assistance, as well as the 20 Y.T.C. members who donated items for 
the auction. 
>Chuck reminded members that elections will be coming up in March. We need nominations and volunteers. In 
particular, we need a Treasurer and a Newsletter Editor. 
>Donations to the Connecticut Children's Place are as follows: February: Books; March: Puzzles and Games; 
April: Sports Equipment. The children range in age from 7-15. Items donated should be new or like-new 
condition. 
>Huntmaster Richard MacRobbie discussed the Jack P. Hube Memorial Polar Bear Hunt at Hammonasset 
Beach State Park in Madison in February. Details will be in the PROBE. Hand and long-handled sand scoops 
will be allowed but not Atlantic City-style leg-mounted sifters. 
>Mike Martin moved to appropriate $75 for the Polar Bear Hunt. Motion carried. 
>Bob Tulay spoke about his late November finds from Lake P. He spent 33 hours over 7 days and scooped up 
two gold rings including an 18kt. wedding band, 10 silver rings, over $3.00 face value of silver and $28.00 in 
pocket change. A "local" told him that several years ago a group of detectorists from Minnesota had spent 
several weeks in the lake! Bob noted that necessity of using a machine which discriminates due to the large 
volume of nails encountered. He used a Fisher 1280x. 
>Ken Gudernatch displayed his "eyeball finds" from 1998 which included a $20 bill, postage stamps, a hammer, 
a gold necklace, and pocket change. He promised to write an article about them for the PROBE. 
>1888 Morgan Silver Dollar Raffle won by Janet LaPointe. 
>50/50 Raffle won by Richard Janak. 
>Attendance Drawing for 10 silver quarters: Steve Sant Andrea was absent; Janet LaPointe won a silver dime. 
>Meeting adjourned at 9:13 P.M. 
>Respectfully submitted, Mark Sutcliffe, Secretary. 
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Welcome to our 

newest members 
 

Lorraine Roussel of East Hartford, CT 
 

and 
 

Amber Slawski of East Hampton, MA 

METAL DETECTORS - - - MAJOR BRANDS - - - ACCESSORIES 

 
J & E ENTERPRISES of S. Yarmouth  

 

 
Formerly J & E of Suffield, CT. 

54 Old Main St. / Forest Rd. 
South Yarmouth, MA 02664 

1-508-760-2100 
Fax 1-508-760-3738 

 
Factory Authorized Dealer for Fisher, Garrett, Minelab, Tesoro, Whites & 
Sun Ray. Coil Covers, Headphones, Beach & Water Scoops, Books, Etc., 

SALES, SERVICE & RENTALS 

Last Issue 
 

Y es this is my last issue. These ten pages 
would have been your last if David 

Gregorski had not volunteered to take on the 
Editorship. 
 I have been editing the Probe for six 
years now, less six months when Steve Sant 
Andrea took over so I could finish my degree.  
 I started with a pair of scissors, an Atari 
800 computer and a good supply of articles from 
the leaving editor, Tom Turner. I now have  
assembled the Probe on the Atari, a 486-33, 486-
66, Pentium 133, 240 and this issue on a 
Pentium 266MMX. Articles were cut and pasted 
from magazines, and newsletters until the 1993 
Christmas Party when Carol Janak "gave up" a 
winning lottery ticket that financed the purchase 
of a scanner. What an improvement! Again, 
Carol, thank you. 
 Many of you have supported my efforts 
and I truly thank YOU! Without the help I 
would have lasted only a year or two. Now 
David will try his hand at editing. I hope he will 
find as much pleasure as I have in accomplishing 
the monthly task. He will need your help and 
support. I will give him all the help I can, but it 
is still up to YOU to submit YOUR stories, and 
articles related to the hobby. David’s E-mail 
address is: DGRookie@aol.com. 
 Remember this is YOUR club and with 
only a few members pulling to keep it together it 
is a struggle. With more volunteers and ACTIVE 
members the pull is an easy and much more 
enjoyable task for everyone. Get involved 
NOW! 
 I must also give credit and thanks to 
three other people that aided my editing and 
especially proof reading chore over the years, 
first - your assistant editor and my wife Jane, her 
mother Eleanor and my late father. 
 I will leave you with a saying that I use 
when heading for a days hunting in the water: 
“May the ring of gold be in your ears and the 
glitter in your scoop.” 
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COIN GOLD & pre 1900 NO ENTRY  
             SILVER  post 1899 Ken Gudernatch 1936 Walking Liberty Half 
    
            OTHER   pre 1900 NO ENTRY  

                 post 1899 NO ENTRY  
            TOKEN / MEDAL NO ENTRY  
    
JEWELRY GOLD Rick Browne  10K Gold Ring With Diamond 
  Ken Gudernatch 10K Child's Ring 
    
 SILVER Rich MacRobbie Sterling Silver Ring 
    
 OTHER NO ENTRY  
    
RELIC TOY Dave Gregorski  Pewter Turtle 
  Ken Gudernatch Toy Soldier 
    
 MILITARY NO ENTRY  
 OTHER NO ENTRY  
    
CONSOLA PRIZE   Ken Gudernatch 10K Child's Ring 
BOLD. ITALICS INDICATES THE WINNERS submitted by Phil Skewes 2-99 

FOR SALE 
 
New Garrett Pocket Probe . . . . . . . . $  50.00 
Used Compass Depth Doubler . . . . . $100.00 
New/BFO Bounty Hunter . . . . . . . .  $  25.00 
(a over 20 years young model, but still new) 
 

Call Eleanor Hube at 1-508-760-2100 

Y.T.C. Expressions 
  If you would like to purchase any of the items 
listed below, please contact Richard MacRobbie 
our Quartermaster. 
#1 Y.T.C. Engraved Name Badge             $6.50 
#2 Y.T.C. Club Emblem (embroidered)     $5.00 
#3 Y.T.C. Colored Club Emblem     $1.25 to $2.50 
#4 Y.T.C. Treasure & Trash Apron           $2.00 
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Well folks, there were only six entries in this months “Find-of-the-month” so this report will be a short one. 
The results are as follows: 
 
COIN-GOLD SILVER  NO ENTRY       
(PRE-1900) 
COIN-GOLD/SILVER   KEN GUDERNATCH went to a well hunted sandy beach with his Fisher  
(POST-1899)   CZ-20. And at a depth of 11 inches he found his winning entry of a 1936 walking 
    Liberty half dollar. 
COIN-OTHER  NO ENTRY 
COIN-TOKEN/MEDAL  NO ENTRY  
 
JEWELRY - GOLD  RICK BROWNE took his Excalibur to a public salt water beech and found 

his winner of a 10 K gold ring with a diamond .  He says he found it where another 
member a couple week previously had found two gold rings. 

JEWELRY - SILVER  RICH MacROBBIE came up with a sterling silver ring for his winning entry.  
He was out at a public salt water beach also with his Fisher detector. 

JEWELRY - OTHER  NO ENTRY  
 
RELIC - TOY  DAVE GREGORSKI was out on a sunny day with his Whites machine at 

some open land and at a depth of two inches he found his winning pewter Turtle. It was 
in a yard connected to a parking lot. 

RELIC - MILITARY  NO ENTRY 
RELIC - OTHER  NO ENTRY 
 
CONSOLATION PRIZE  KEN GUDERNATCH won the consolation prize with his 10K child's ring 

but the only other possible winner was Ken’s entry of a toy solder since they were  the 
only two entries left on the board.  He preferred to tell us about finding the toy solder in 
the dry sand on a volley ball court. 

   

Detecting Connections 
 
Ken Pelzar: kpelzar@aol.com  Rick Browne:  rjbrowne@snet.net 
Phil Skewes: philske@snet.net  Ken Krivanec:  kv34@erols.com 
Jim Groom: GROOMJ@osc2.otis.com Mark Sutcliffe: MSutcl1776@aol.com 
 
FMDAC President Jem Hatcher:  jshatch@bellatlantic.net 
 
Sites to surf: www.ITTHC.com  www.findmall.com 
  www.cwbullet.com  www.lostreasure.com 
  www.fmdac.com  www.seekus.com/CTHA.html  
  www.usmint.gov  http:/members.aol.com/tinman456/index.html 
  www.treasurenet.com  http:/treasurehunt.miningco.com  (see A. Hassell’s) 
  http:/members.xoom.com/NetSurfer/programs.html  (XLT programs) 
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relic from years gone by-that thrill is never ending as 
long as you get out there and swing the magic wand. 
    I find the people involved in the hobby to be some 
of the nicest you could ever meet. It seems there is no 
down side to being a...treasure hunter. Meanwhile, 
back on the beach the sun was starting to set and the 
sky was as red as my sunburn was. I think to myself 
what a wonderful place to be, at the ocean, under a 
beautiful scarlet sky with a soft cool sea breeze, a 
pocket full of found coins, my first gold  ring, and a 
great hobby to enjoy. What a great country that lets 
us enjoy such a fantastic life. 
 

COMMON XLT REPAIR  
    This may void your warranty if its still good, but 
one XLT problem occurred to a detectorist in the 
area. After charging the battery for a time and 
checking voltage by dropping the pack in the XLT 
several times the battery was climbing to 11 v, but 
read 9v on the last XLT test. A volt meter measured 
11v on battery (even with load) yet the XLT would 
not function and kept reading low battery. 
    The fix involves resetting the PLCC processor 
(square chip in socket). These type sockets can have 
a bad contact with processor pins. Here are the 
details: 
1) Detach battery, the coil with post, and detach the armrest.  
2) Remove 4 screws on sides of unit. 
3) Remove 4 screws on top of unit.  
    (Do not remove 2 screws on either side of speaker) 
4) Carefully pull top of unit away from bottom taking care not to 
pull lose the speaker wires or display cable. 
5) On lower right you will see the square processor chip in its 
socket. 
6) You will notice on two opposite comers of the socket there 
are two small square holes. 
7) The object is to slightly wedge the processor up and depress 
it back into its socket. This will swipe the contacts and create 
good connections. 
8) Using a small jeweler's screwdriver, carefully pry the 
processor up by alternately prying on processor corner with 
screwdriver in two corner holes. Do not use excess pressure or 
you will crack the socket. Be sure not to hit processor pins with 
screwdriver. 
9) Prying up just a 1/16 inch is enough, press processor back 
into socket. 
10) Reassemble and test unit.   
If you are having this problem and like to fix things 

SON OF THE BEACH 
In honor of the recent snowy weather, an article written 

by Steve Danielius during warmer times 
 
    Metal detecting is a hobby where for the price of a 
metal detector you can become a TREASURE 
HUNTER! You can have the same title as the likes of 
Mel Fisher, who found the Spanish shipwreck "Atocha", 
at a cost of millions of dollars. Just think you only spent 
a few hundred dollars and you are a —TREASURE 
HUNTER. 
    My first attempt at finding treasure was at the beach. 
After all, isn't that where the pirates always buried their 
booty? I forgot how nice the beach could be in July, my 
days of sun worshipping ended many years ago. That 
day left me with what felt like a third degree sunburn. 
First lesson, use sunblock at the beach. I must admit I 
was a little disappointed that I didn't find Captain Kidd's 
treasure chest but I did manage to find $7.87 in change, 
a religious medal, a disposable lighter, a toy ring, about 
32 pull tabs and various trash items. After the blisters on 
my shoulders went away I was back on the beach again, 
this time I wore a light T-shirt and a high numbered 
sunblock. Another lesson learned: never never give a 
little kid a coin you just dug. I let a little kid take a dime 
out of my sand scoop and keep it my second time out on 
the beach. For the next hour I looked like the Pied Piper 
of Hamlin with five little gremlins following me around 
the beach "Can I dig?", "Can I keep that?", "Can I try 
that thing?". God knows I love kids, I have six of them 
but they just don't realize how serious this treasure 
hunting is. Tip when detecting and a little kid starts 
asking hundreds of questions: simply reply loudly "I 
can't hear you I have earphones on" and keep walking. 
This also works real well on curious adults too. I finally 
lost my munchkin parade and started concentrating on 
some serious detecting. On what must have been my 
99th pull tab signal in the five hours I was on the beach, 
BINGO — in Bev's sand scoop there was a woman's 
gold claddagh ring with a nice diamond in it. This was 
our first gold find, we were so excited you would have 
thought we actually did find Captain Kidd's treasure. 
That's it-we were hooked and this was the hobby for us. 
The excitement of not knowing what that signal is 
you're about to recover, the thrill of finding a coin from 
the 1700's or 1800s or a nice piece of jewelry or old 

 both above articles were 
 reprinted from: CTHA 1/98 newsletter 
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In chill of night, or heat of day,  
In snow, or sleet or rain,  
In fields or woods, in dirt or clay,  
On really rough terrain,  
He ventures out from 7 to 9,  
His trusty machine in hand,  
He searches for the elusive find,  
He's the "Metal Detector Man". 
 
In form and feature, face and limb,  
He looks like all the rest,  
But there is no mistaking him,  
That look of being obsessed.  
It worries all his friends and kin,  
This constant search of land,  
He lives to hunt, he has to "swing",  
That "Metal Detector Man". 
 
He drives with one eye on the road,  
The other off to the right,  
Not pretty girls he's looking for,  
But a metal detecting site!  
Send him out for milk and bread,  
And he doesn't come back for hours,  
You think, "An accident, he's dead!",  
Nope, a vacant field he scours.  
With company due any second,  
or Mom's funeral to plan,  
Don't count on him, that ball field beckoned,  
To the "Metal Detector Man". 

 
This dreadful illness ruined the flow,  
Of his domestic life,  
His job is almost a no-show,  
And he nearly lost his wife.  
He's seen from Maine to Molokai,  
With that steady, swinging stance,  
Digging for that treasure find,  
Poor "Metal Detector Man". 
 
And so, year after year, the same  
Relentless search goes on;  
His wife and dog have somehow stayed,  
But his friends are all long gone.  
His gait has slowed, so has his swing,  
It's hard to kneel and dig,  
But he's got to find that badge or ring,  
Or that hoped for cache so big.  
You'd think he'd finally stop and rest,  
But it's not part of his plan,  
The swinging life's by far the best,  
For the "Metal Detector Man". 
 
And so, you've heard a tale so sad,  
Of a truly obsessed guy,  
A promising life that went so bad,  
A life that passed right by.  
'Til the night he dug the last search  hole,  
On a signal beep so strong,  
He finally found his treasure trove,  
But his poor heart done him wrong.  
They buried him at this fateful site  
And clenched tightly in his hand  
His metal detector, at his side,  
Of the "Metal Detector Man". 
 

"METAL DETECTOR MAN" 
Respectfully submitted  for the Newsletter: 

Metal Detector Man’s Wife 

Returning The Memories                       (two stories on one ring) 
 Who can put a price on memories? New York resident Bruce Lloyd didn't when he embarked on 
a search that led him to Manchester. The effort he had to put out would have made many people give 
up. Cliffside Drive resident Dorothy Anthony is glad he didn't. Thanks to him, she has a wonderful 
keepsake of her beloved, deceased mother, Ruth Bell. 

(Continued on page 8) 
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ring in late September in Elizabethtown, N.Y. 
Lloyd, using his trusty metal detector, a favorite 
pastime, found the ring buried under about 5 
inches of dirt. 
 The simple, sterling silver ring has a 
round, flat head, and is engraved inside the band 
with the initials "R.G.L." In the center of the 
head is a raised likeness of Minerva, the goddess 
of wisdom in Roman mythology. 
 The college, founded in 1844, was 
originally named the State Normal School at 
Albany, before changing names in 1914. It's now 
part of the State University of New York at 
Albany. 
 With only the limited information on the 
ring to go by, Lloyd first e-mailed the SUNY 
library in Albany. Receiving no response, he 
searched through the SUNY Internet home page 
to find the e-mail address for an alumni 
association. 
 Cheryl Moran of the alumni office 
responded with the name of the ring's probable 
original owner, Ruth Gertrude Cobden (whose 
married name was Bell) and her last known 
address: Center Street Manchester, Conn. 
 Lloyd then e-mailed Manchester Town 
Clerk Joseph Composes with the information, 
and Composes, after seeing that Bell had died in 
1989, mailed him back with the name and phone 
number of Bell's daughter, Dorothy "Dot" 
Anthony, of Cliffside Drive. 
 Lloyd mailed the ring in November. 
Mission complete. 
 "I've probably returned 20 rings of this 
ilk, said Lloyd, 65, a retired Cornell University 
systems designer. "This is the oldest that I've 
found and  returned."  
 "I couldn't believe it," Anthony said of 
recovering the lost ring, which her mother never 
mentioned. 
 A retired art teacher in town, Anthony, 
69, who with her husband, Jack, 73, has lived in 
Manchester since 1959, said the ring is in 
nearperfect condition. She can't wear it, though. 
 "It's wicked small'' she said, laughing. 
 

SOLUTION HAS 
HIGH-TECH RING 

By EILEEN DAVIS Courant Staff Writer 
 An amateur sleuth from upstate New York 
who unearthed a nearly 80-year-old college ring 
used the Internet and email to find the daughter of 
the Manchester woman who once owned it. 
 Bruce Lloyd of Dryden, N.Y., found the 
New York State College For Teachers Class of 1920 

BOTH stories (1/15 and /19/99) are 
reprinted from: Hartford Courant 

Submitted by Mark Sutcliffe 

 Mr. Lloyd's quest to return a piece of 
jewelry and a precious memento to its rightful 
owner began in September. While poking around 
with a metal detector, he found a 1920 class ring 
from the New York State College of Teachers, 
buried in the dirt in Elizabethtown, N.Y. But what a 
convoluted path he had to take before he solved this 
puzzle. 
 First, Mr. Lloyd contacted the college, 
which has been absorbed into the State University 
of New York at Albany. Early attempts met with no 
response from school officials. But he kept trying. 
Through the Internet, he reached the alumni 
association and a worker who lead him to 
Manchester, Mrs. Bell's last address. Then he 
searched out town hall and reached Town Clerk 
Joseph Camposeo. Mr. Camposeo scoured death 
certificates to find a relative and connected Mrs. 
Bell to her daughter, Mrs. Anthony. 
 Finally, Mr. Lloyd and Mrs. Anthony made 
contact. And soon she was opening an envelope 
with the ring that represented a long ago chapter in 
her mother's life. 
 Mr. Lloyd and the others who helped bring 
this ring home took time from their hectic lives to 
pass on a little joy. They could have said they were 
too busy. They could have dismissed the project as 
time-consuming nonsense. Many people would. But 
Mr. Lloyd, alumni worker Cheryl Moran and Mr. 
Camposeo didn't. 
 The class ring is such a little thing. But to 
the family of Mrs. Bell, who died in 1987 at age 89, 
it means a great deal. 

(Continued from page 7) 
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Chest might hold fortune 
of  lost '49er 

Associated Press 
 DEATH VALLEY NATIONAL PARK, 
Calif.-An archeologist's search of a cave yielded 
a wooden chest filled with gold and silver coins 
that may have been hidden 149 years ago during 
an ill-fated Gold Rush expedition across Death 
Valley. 
 Archaeologist Jerry Freeman uncovered 
the treasure in November as he recreated the 
steps of a group known as The Lost Pioneers of 
1849. He and four others retraced the entire 
journey in December. 
 "I was just blown away," Freeman said 
Monday. "Nothing prepared me for this." 
 The chest was propped up on boulders 
and a board but remained hidden, and was in 
mint condition. The find is worth an estimated 
$500,000, said Freeman, a 56-year-old 
semi-retired substitute high school teacher. 
 The National Park Service is examining 
the find to determine if it is authentic, but has not 
raised any questions so far. 
 With the coins were well-worn baby 
shoes, photographs and a letter documenting the 
wagon train trek of '49er William Robinson, who 
was among some 100 men, women and children 
seeking the gold-laden foothills of the Sierra 
Nevada. The group wound up in the merciless 
California desert. 
 The letter was tucked inside a small 
hymnal. 
 "My Dear Edwin," Robinson wrote. 
"Knowed, now we should have gone arownd. ... 
Ifen I don't raturn by end of fifty I wont never 
come." 
 Robinson died 26 days later on Jan. 28, 
1850. According to journals, Robinson drank too 
much cold water at the first spring the party came 
to at what is known today as Barrel Springs near 
Palmdale. He lay down for a nap and never 
awakened. 
 The group, well-known to historians, was 
originally from the Midwest. The pioneers 

started out from Salt Lake City in October 1849, 
on an ill-conceived attempt to skirt the southern 
end of the Sierra Nevada and ended up crossing 
Death Valley. 
 Most of the rest made it to what is now 
Valencia, in Los Angeles County, some 300 
miles southwest of their destination. Freeman 
said he believes 13 died on the trek. 
 The team found a manifest of the 
trunk's contents dated Jan. 2, 1850, along with 
nearly 80 pieces of currency, including $5 and 
$10 gold pieces and a number of silver dollars. 
None of the money appears to have dates after 
1849, Freeman said. 
 There was also a holstered pistol, a 
wooden powderhorn, a locket adorned with 
pearls and china bowls. A knitted shawl covered 
it all. 
 Freeman said he hopes to donate the find 
to a museum. 

source: unknown 
submitted by: Irene Olschefski 

 It went like most hunts in February, a few 
die hard water detectorist in the water for three 
hours, staying out of the snowfall. But, this year 
King Neptune did not give up any gold. 
 Seventeen cents was not much to show 
for a morning of beach hunting. A nice Swiss 
Army knife was my best find before the hunt. 
 Marge Burkhart had a chance at the 
Indian, but luck was not on her side. Rich Janak 
and Ken Gudernatch each hit one raffle. 
 Eleanor Hube could not make the hunt. 
She did send a treasure chest full of goodies for 
the member finding the least tokens. Joe Beachy 
had a "winning" one token for the treasure chest. 
 Bob Tulay still outperformed everyone. 
Someday someone WILL give him a set of  dead 
batteries. But, some how, I don't think he needs 
batteries. His last set lasted for over one hundred 
hours! Bob, do you turn your machine ON, at 
all? 
 Thank to all that participated and made it 
another great hunt day.   Ed. 

Jack P. Hube Polar Bear Hunt 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
1999 Garrett Club Program: Please register all Garrett metal detectors purchased or received as a gift 
during 1999 with Garrett, making them aware you are a member of Y.T.C. Obtain an application from 
any Y.T.C. officer. Garrett credits the club with 10% of the purchase price. This credit is used to 
procure the yearly Freedom Ace Give-A-Way detector. Remember, support YOUR club!  
April 23, 24, & 25th BONE 6 treasure show will be held in Keene, NH. Seminars: $5 each, Hunts: $30 
each, Best Display and Find entry: $10 each, Awards Banquet $20 each. Contact George Streeter at 
603-357-0607 voice, 603-352-1147 FAX or E-mail at gazette@top.monad.net. 
July 23rd-24th The New England Coin Expo at the Holiday Inn Exit 12 off I495 in Mansfield. Friday 
10AM to 7PM, Sat 9:30AM to 4PM. Call 508-695-1922 for more information. 
October 22-24th 15th Annual FMDAC Treasure Weekend is to be held at the Special Events Arena in 
Laughlin, Nevada. The River Palms Resort and Casino is the hotel of choice 1-800-835-7903. FMDAC 
rate is $35 / night (Fri & Sat), buffets $2.29/$3.99/$5.99 (B/L/D). Riverside RV Park (1-800-227-3849) 
has a FMDAC rate of $17 / night . Contact Carolyn Garrett at (916)331-7931 or cgarrettwc@aol.com 
for more information. 
 
 

UPCOMING HUNTS 

 
April 11th Annual Bill Sweetland memorial Hunt, sponsored by the Jersey Coast THC held at the John 
Taylor Pavilion. For more info: John Northrup, 8 Barbara Lane, Barnegat NJ 08005 or call 609-698-
4904 or Rocco La Sala at 732-408-0880. 
April 18th ANNAPOLIS, MD: 4th Annual Spring Open Hunt (The Bob Perry Memorial Annual Spring 
Hunt) sponsored by The Springfield Detectors Club, at Sandy Point State Park, Annapolis. For more 
info call after 6 p.m. Roger Staples 703-680-2323, Ann Ostrander or FAX 703-670-7522, Mark Chinn 
540-371-1145, or John Underwood 703-670-2207 or e-mail: jund@erols.com or http://www.erols.com/
jund/huntform.html. 
May 2nd The 17th Annual Beach Bash Bonanza sponsored by the Mid Jersey Research & Recovery 
Club. For more information contact Dan Tuckman at 609-860-9626 or Scott Pullen at 609-585-3029. 
May 22nd VIRGINIA BEACH, VA: 12th Annual Spring Beach Hunt sponsored by the Tidewater Coin 
& Relic Club. For info: e-mail: bdeml@exis.net or send SASE to: Tidewater Coin & Relic Club, PO 
Box 3462, Virginia Beach, VA 234549512 or call Bob Deml at 757-474-0912. 
June 5th SHAWSVILLE, VA: 8th Open Hunt sponsored by the Roanoke Valley Coin & Relic Club at 
Camp Alta Mons. For more info: Tommy or Marilyn Epperly, 2136 Maiden Lane, SW, Roanoke, VA 
24015 or call 540-342-0153. 
July 3rd -10th SHREVE, OH: Treasure Week 1999 sponsored by various metal detector manufacturers 
and treasure hunting clubs in the U.S. and Canada, held at Whispering Hills Campground, Shreve, OH. 
For more info call or write Mona Wray, 8376 N, 300 West, Seymour, IN 47274, or call 812-497-2537. 
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Minutes of Y.T.C. Meeting February 9, 1999 
 
>The meeting was called to order at 7:13 p.m. with 31 members present. 
>The minutes of the January meeting were accepted as published. 
>The Treasurer's Report was accepted as read with a balance of $2323.13, plus silver inventory of 
$283.75 purchase cost. 65-70 members have renewed their dues. 
>North East Chapter FMDAC News: Per the National Board of Directors, the Chapter's Vice President 
cannot step in to fill out the remainder of the President's term of office. There must be a vote for a new 
President and nominations are being accepted. 
>Discussed club elections. Of prime importance is a candidate for club President. 
>Mark Sutcliffe read a letter from the club to Federation President Carolyn Garrett questioning: 1. what 
the FMDAC is doing; 2. why the National Board of Directors chooses to interpret the bylaws as giving 
them the power to amend them at will; and 3. why the Spring National Board Meeting will not be held 
in the Northeast. Mark read a reply from President Garrett. In reply to the first question, she said that 
she will be planning the future goals of the Federation in March at a meeting with the North Central 
Chapter President and the Mother Lode Research Center. She sidestepped the second question by 
talking about the North East Chapter's President and Vice President situation. The answer to the third 
question is that the National BOD meeting will be held in Nevada because it's convenient for the 
officers who live in the South and West. 
     A long discussion followed, the jist of which is that we are not pleased with the manner in which the 
FMDAC is being run, particularly the Bylaws situation; and it appears that the FMDAC is primarily 
concerned with the Southern and Western parts of the country. We also recognize, however, that the 
FMDAC is the only national organization available and if we want to change something than we must 
do something. 
     Pete Luchina moved to pay the dues for 1999 and  petition to review and change the National 
Bylaws. The motion was seconded and approved with one dissenting vote. 
>Mike Martin displayed a "Thank You" card made by the children at the Connecticut Children's Place. 
>Ken Gudernatch spoke about silver bullion prices escalating due to panic buying prior to Y2K. Some 
dealers are paying 5.2 times face value and a company on the Internet is buying silver dollars at $9.00 
each so they can "whizz" them and sell them to suckers through big newspaper ads. 
>Noting the need for silver coins for our Fall Hunt(s) and the possibility that prices may yet increase, 
Chuck Anderson moved to authorize the Executive Board to purchase up to $50 face value of silver at 
up to 4.5 times face value  for (primarily) the Fall Hunt. The motion was seconded and approved. 
>Discussed the new quarters. Uncirculated Delaware quarters are going for $15 per roll at dealers. Ken 
Gudernatch showed one that had been struck on a planchet with a very poor quality surface. He said that 
dealers suspect the Delaware coins may never circulate due to hoarding. 
>Attendance Drawing for 11 silver quarters: Camille Lord, absent; Terry Beachy, absent; Ken 
Gudernatch won a silver dime. 
>1890 Silver Dollar Raffle was won by Anita Hubley. 
>50/50 Raffle was won by Tom Sharpe. 
>Meeting adjourned at 8:47 p.m. 
>Respectfully Submitted, Mark Sutcliffe, Secretary. 
 

Page 11 was added to March’s issue as January’s minutes were inadvertantly inserted in place of February’s. 
This page was handed out at the April meeting.     R.J. Browne past Editor   3/29/99 
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Minutes of YTC Meeting March 9, 1999 
 

>The meeting was called to order by President Ken Krivanec at 7:00 p.m. with 29 members and no guests 
present.  
>The Secretary's Report was accepted as published. 
>The Treasurer's Report was read and accepted with a closing balance of $2,219.71 plus silver inventory of 
$266.25 purchase cost. Current membership is 74. 
>Discussed the nominations for President of the North East Chapter of the FMDAC. The nominees were Dennis 
Szanto, Vincent Arrigali, and Tony D'Angelo. Tony D'Angelo received the majority of the club's votes. 
>Chuck Anderson brought up the issue of purchasing silver for the Fall Hunt as approved at last month's 
meeting. Due to the increasing price of silver he was unable to purchase any at 4½ times face value. A 
suggestion was made to try to get members to donate silver or sell it to the club at below market rate. The reply 
was that that has been attempted in the past with little success. Chuck moved that the club purchase up to $50 
face value of silver (from dealers) at up to 5 times face value for the October Hunt. The motion carried. More 
discussion followed on "do we want a silver hunt and, if so, how much silver do we need?" Chuck then moved 
that the club purchase $50 face value of additional silver from club members at 5 times face value. That motion 
was also approved. 
>Chuck Anderson presented the list of candidates for club offices for 1999/2000. Richard MacRobbie moved 
that the Secretary cast one ballot for the slate of officers. The motion was seconded and passed unanimously. The 
officers elected are: President, Mike Martin; Vice President, Chuck Anderson; Secretary, Mark Sutcliffe; 
Treasurer, Ken Gudernatch. Outgoing President Ken Krivanec was thanked for his service. He will take over the 
role of Refreshments Chairman. Volunteer positions are listed elsewhere in the PROBE. 
>Rick Browne moved that the club renew its liability insurance policy for $256, seconded by Phil LaPointe. The 
motion carried. 
>Chuck Anderson announced that he is trying to arrange a club outing at a local park in May. He also asked for a 
show of interest in returning to Richard's Gold Mine in Vermont in August. 12 members indicated interest. 
>Rick Browne had many hunt fliers and downloads from the Internet available at the meeting. 
>Mark Sutcliffe announced that he would be lecturing on the French Army  at the Manchester Historical Society. 
>In the Attendance Drawing for 12 silver quarters: Charles Goldstein was absent; Mark Sutcliffe won a silver 
dime. 
>1921 Silver Dollar Raffle was won by Ken Krivanec. 
>50/50 Raffle was won by Phil Skewes. 
>Mark Sutcliffe initiated a discussion on what the club could/should do to attract and retain members. It was 
noted that club membership has fallen off in the last couple of years from a high of about 115 members to 74 
members currently. Some members suggested that this was a fairly normal fluctuation due in large part to 
individuals' losing interest in detecting or not having the time for it. Suggestions offered included: 1) Have 
dealers and members talk about new detectors at meetings. 2) Have the membership list available at meetings 
with codes for members' interests. 3) Have club fliers available at coin shows. 4) Ask former members why they 
dropped out. 5) Have a mentor program for new members. 6) Have more speakers and activities. 7) Invite past 
members and new members to a "learner's hunt". 8) Have a volunteer list of members willing to go detecting 
with others. 9) Have more regular club outings to go detecting. Nine members said they would be willing to host 
club outings. 
>Meeting adjourned at 8:51 p.m. 
>Respectfully submitted, Mark Sutcliffe, Secretary 
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METAL DETECTORS - - - MAJOR BRANDS - - - ACCESSORIES 

 
J & E ENTERPRISES of S. Yarmouth  

 

 
Formerly J & E of Suffield, CT. 

54 Old Main St. / Forest Rd. 
South Yarmouth, MA 02664 

1-508-760-2100 
Fax 1-508-760-3738 

 
Factory Authorized Dealer for Fisher, Garrett, Minelab, Tesoro, Whites & 
Sun Ray. Coil Covers, Headphones, Beach & Water Scoops, Books, Etc., 

SALES, SERVICE & RENTALS 

As noted on pages 2 and 5, we have 
some new and incumbent volunteers 
and elected officers. We appreciate 
their being involved. Please give 
them our support. To the people 

stepping down who have served us 
so well, we give our heartfelt thanks. 
With the extra time they now have 
to hunt, we expect a mother-lode of 

treasure from them! 

Probe Editor   
 
For the past six years, Rick Browne has been 

one of  YTC’s unsung heroes. I can’t imagine 

what the club would have been like without 

the monthly issue of Probe.  

As your new editor, I’m asking for your 

patience and support as I get my feet wet. 

Your articles and other input are needed to 

help maintain the quality of this newsletter. 

Rick, we thank you for the many hours 

you’ve given us, and for a job well done. 

   Dave Gregorski 
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COIN GOLD &  pre 1900 NO ENTRY
                      SILVER   post 1899               Ken Krivanec 1953 Silver Quarter

OTHER   pre 1900 Robert Mills 1891 Indian Head Penny
    post 1899 Rick Browne 1926 Buffalo Nickel

Dave Gregorski 19 ?? D Buffalo Nickel

TOKEN/MEDAL            NO ENTRY
JEWELRY GOLD            NO ENTRY

SILVER Phil LaPointe Silver Ring

OTHER Don DeBerardino 1979 Cohasset Class Ring
Rick Browne Hong Kong “GOLDIE”

Ring
RELIC             TOY NO ENTRY

MILITARY Phil LaPointe             Eagle Infantry Button

OTHER Bob Tulay Fishing Plug
CONSOLATION PRIZE Rick Browne Hong Kong “GOLDIE”

Ring
                                                                                                       
BOLD AND/OR ITALICS INDICATES THE WINNERS: Submitted by Phil Skewes 3-99

THING TIP  
Here is a mini-time saver and something to make your hunting a little easier, where you have a 
number of possible good targets in a small area. Don’t dig each one up as you locate it. Rather, 
mark each one with something suitable, that is easily seen. I sometimes use three small blocks of 
wood. If I need more contrast (e.g. for beach work), I use red-orange flags attached to something 
I can stick into the sand. 
When all your markers are ‘out there’, put down your detector (shutting it off can extend battery 
life), and begin digging up/sifting your treasure! (This process also seems to increase my level of 
anticipation, seeing those flags whipping in the breeze. Maybe this comes from my ice-fishing 
experiences!)             Ed. 
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Hello Folks: Again we had a light find of the month table due no doubt to the bad weather. There were only nine entries 
distributed fairly evenly across the board with four empty categories.  Here are the results. 
 
COIN- GOLD SILVER   NO ENTRY                    
(PRE-1900)   
COIN- GOLD SILVER     KEN KRIVANEC was out on a sunny day with Phil Lapointe on land and   
(POST-1899)  at a depth of 51/2  inches he found his winning 1953 quarter. 
  
COIN-OTHER    ROBERT MILLS took his Whites Quantum XT out to a park in Meriden 
(PRE-1900)  alone on an overcast day and found his winning 1891 indian head penny which I’m sure  
 brightened up his day. 
 
COIN-OTHER   RICK BROWNE was out in the water on a snowy day with Rich Janak 
(POST -1899)  and after about three hours he came up with his winner of a 1926 Buffalo nickel. 
 
COIN- TOKEN/MEDAL   NO ENTRY 
JEWELRY - GOLD  NO ENTRY 
JEWELRY - SILVER   PHIL LAPOINTE went out alone on a sunny day at some public land and                                         
 found his first non-squashed silver ring with a stone. He says that most of his silver                                           
 ring  finds have been squashed out of shape. 
                                                                  
 
JEWELRY - OTHER  DON DEBERARDINO took his Minelab out in the salt water alone on a sunny  
      day & at a depth of 12 inches came up with his Cohasset High School 1979 class ring. 
                                                                      
RELIC - TOY  NO ENTRY 
 
RELIC - MILITARY  PHIL LAPOINTE comes up with another winner with his Eagle Infantry  
                         button. He found it five inches deep on some private land with his White’s detector. 
 
RELIC - OTHER    BOB TULAY was out with Rich Janek and Rick Browne in salt water and  
   at three inches down he found his winning fishing plug. 
 
CONSOLATION PRIZE  RICK BROWNE is this months winner in this catagory . He was out on an  
               overcast day with his Excalibur searching in a private fresh water area and found his  
                    winning Hong Kong “GOLDIE” ring. 
 

by Phil Skewes 

Club Volunteers for the Coming Year 
Challenge Master - John Hubley 
Find of the Month - Phil Skewes 

FMDAC Reps. - Anita & John Hubley 
Huntmasters - Richard MacRobbie, Mike Martin 

Librarian - Jim Groom 
Probe Editor - Dave Gregorski 

Quartermaster - Richard MacRobbie 
Raffles, photography - Debbie Martin 

Refreshments Chairman - Ken Krivanec 

Tidbit 
All 1922 Lincoln cents were minted in Denver, but 
for a small batch a part of the die got filled. This 
resulted in the ‘D’ mint mark not appearing, and 
some coins got released into circulation. These 
‘mistakes’  (1922, plain) are worth a lot more than 
their ‘cousins’ are. However, BEWARE of altered 
coins (the ‘D’ being manually removed)! 
      Ed.  
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ROLEX WATCHES 
 

Ever need to tell the difference between a 
real and a fake Rolex watch?  
Here are some tips culled from the Internet:  
 
1. Even though the replicas are automatic, 
they don't have as high quality movements. 

2. Rolex replicas have two-piece crowns, where 
real Rolex's have one piece crowns. 
3. The mineral crystals on the replicas are flush 
with the bezel; real Rolex sapphire crystals rise 
above the bezel. 
4. Rolex replicas have either a glass back or an 
engraved back; real Rolex's have nothing on the 
back except for the green hologram sticker. 
5. Rolex "Stainless Steel" replicas are made of 
brass and then coated to look like stainless steel; 
real Relaxes are solid - the coloring won't wear 
off. 
6.The "ticking" is extremely close, though. I'm 
not sure how many "beats" per minute the 
replicas have, but the sweep second hand is 
difficult to discern from the real thing. 
7. The printing on the dial of a replica is poor in 
quality compared to the real thing. 
8. The serial number on a real one is engraved 
where the bracelet attaches to the watch case; 
there is no true serial number on a replica. 
9. Replica 'Daytonas' don't have a functioning 
chronograph. 
10. ‘Breitling’ Chronomat replicas are quartz 
rather than automatic and the second hand is at 
the 6:00 subdial. It should be at the 9:00 subdial. 
11. Also, most Rolex replicas don't have the 
words 'Swiss Made' or a variation on them. 
 
reprinted from: Colonial THers’. Association Newsletter(1/99) 
submitted by: Rick Browne 

 

YTC Assists Archaeologists 
 

by  Mark Sutcliffe 
 
The Public Archaeology Survey Team (PAST) and 
Yankee Territory Coinshooters recently joined 
forces to investigate some of General 
Rochambeau's French Army campsites in 
Connecticut. It was at these sites that the French 
army bivouacked in their marches across 
Connecticut, to help George Washington and the 
Continental Army during the Revolutionary War. 
The expeditions took place in the summer of 1781 
and the fall of 1782.  
 
Because of a minimal amount of funding provided 
for this large project, Meg Harper, director of 
PAST, needed to depart from standard 
archaeological testing procedures (i.e., digging and 
screening test pits at specific grid intervals). An 
alternative method was introduced, that would be 
less expensive yet not detract from the end results. 
She teamed up with Mark Sutcliffe and other 
members of the Yankee Territory Coinshooters, 
and their expertise in metal detecting led to many 
exciting and interesting finds relating to the French 
camps. A major plus for this method was that a 
very large area at each campsite could be covered 
in a relatively short period of time. The 
conventional archaeological procedure would have 
taken much longer, requiring a much larger crew. 
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Need a Lift?   
Hunt Those Parking Lots! 

 
by Dave Gregorski 

     
I’m new to THing, and with any new hobby or 
sport, it’s very reinforcing to have some early 
success. ( E.g., if you take a kid fishing, make 
sure he/she is going to catch something, even if 
it’s a bluegill.)  So if I get discouraged from 
too many hours with too few finds, I head for a 
well-used dirt parking area.  
Unless the lot has been recently hunted, there 
should be a lot of good targets, most of them 
not very deep. My best experience so far  was a 
warm February day, when I scoffed up 78 
coins in 2 1/2 hours. True, almost all of them 
were ‘bluegills’, but occasionally you’ll net 
something higher up the chain, especially in 
older lots. You also can find items listed in the 
YTC Challenge ( see Dec. ’98 issue of Probe, 
or talk with John Hubley). Even during the 
winter, often the top inch or two of a sun-
drenched parking lot may thaw by the 
afternoon.  
Pinpointing is usually pretty easy, so a small 
digging implement is sufficient (and also has 
the advantage of getting in between the  
stones). I’ve found most coins to be less than 
three inches deep. Smooth over the holes, and 
within a few hours no one will know you’d 
been there.  
So if you want to hear a lot of that friendly 
‘coin beep’, or if you feel too ‘cooped up’ next 
winter, a dirt parking lot may be worth a visit. 
They are everywhere. Remember, the paving 
crew may be on its way! 
 
P.S. Since I wrote the above, an hour at a 
nearby lot yielded 51 coins, with some 
surprises. I found 4 pennies practically stacked 
on top of each other. Later I was amazed to 

find 15 pennies (one wheatie) in a 4x10 inch 
trough ( major hole in someone’s pocket?).  It 
pays to re-scan your holes after removing a 
find! (Doesn’t anyone carry dimes anymore?)  

Tidbit 
 

The first Liberty Head nickels were 

minted in 1883, with the letter ‘V’ 

denoting its value. Since the word ‘Cents’ 

was missing, people began gold-plating 

the coins and passing them off as $5 gold 

pieces (the sizes were similar). Before the 

year ended, the word ‘Cents’ was added 

below the ‘V’. Though the earlier version 

had smaller mintage, they were hoarded, 

and are more common today. 

     Ed. 

Detecting Connections 
On-Line Treasure Hunter- 
  www.onlinether.com 
Treasure Hunting and Metal Detecting Sites- 
         www.golden-caribou.com/goldmin/tre.htm 
The Golden Olde-  
    www.iwl.net/customers/norman 
Custom Tide Charts [Nice!] - http://
www2.shore.net/~mcmorran/tide/tideform.html  
 
[These should keep you busy for awhile.] 
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1998 - a relic hunter looks back 
by Jim Groom 

 
     Last year was the best year of metal detecting I have had so far. This isn’t saying too much, however, 
because I’ve only been in the hobby for five years. I’m calling myself a “relic hunter” now. I’ve learned to 
enjoy digging up all sorts of things from the past. My favorites, and probably yours too, are old coins and 
tokens. 
     This year I set the same goal for myself that I had the year before - to find 4 new coin “types”, or “firsts” 
as some people like to call them. To my amazement, I had 4 even before the spring was over. By years end 
I had a total of 9!  One of the main reasons for this was our weather. The ground thawed in late February 
and the fall was so mild I was able to make my last outing the weekend before Christmas. This gave us 
many extra weekends in the spring and fall, which is what I consider metal detecting season. Almost all of 
my detecting is done in the woods, which is why summer is not my favorite period for this. Anyone who 
wishes to take up THing in the woods will quickly find out why mid-summer is NOT “prime time”.  
     I also started out the year with a new top of the line metal detector. I purchased it in the fall of 1997, and 
had enough practice to have complete confidence with it for the coming year. My metal detecting partner, 
Karel, also bought one and it has been a tremendous help being able to “compare notes”. Karel has been 
my partner in the field for about 2 years now, and the friendly competition between us is one of the 
motivational factors that has helped with my success. As you can imagine, having someone out in the woods 
with you helps eliminate many worries. I have made a few solo trips, and being deep in the woods alone is 
wonderful - and scary at times. But the best thing about having a partner is having someone to wave 
excellent finds in front of during those exciting moments right after they’re dug up. 
     Anyway, many of my finds became winning ‘find of the month’ entries. I’ve heard it told that there’s a 
story behind every find. Because our newsletter appears hungry for articles I thought I’d share some of the 
stories behind my finds in this and in future issues. It may not be the greatest reading material, but it should 
beat reading a snow shoveling diary or a drunken fruit cake recipe. [Ed. note – I enjoyed reading the 
aforementioned ‘recipe’, and the account of Jim’s experiences. And I agree, that keeping the Probe relevant 
to THing is important.] 
     Our first outing, as I said, was early. At the end of February the ground was no longer frozen, though 
there was snow cover in some spots. As a matter of fact, later in the afternoon we were detecting in snow 
flurries. I wasn’t having much luck until I wandered into a thick section of woods and waved my loop under 
the low branches of a pine tree. I dug up 2 large copper coins while holding back the tree branches. One I 
couldn’t identify, the other has the clear outline of liberty with her cap above and behind her head. Already a 
“first”!   
     On a second trip to the same area, I was detecting in a semi-dried-up swampy area. I picked up what 
sounded like a corroded penny, and dug in the mud to find the top half of a Union civil war veterans medal, 
which I was later able to identify thanks to Mark Sutcliffe. 
     Another day, same general area. The snow’s all gone, but it was a dreary, overcast day. I arrived at the 
site before Karel, and decided to start without him but stay close to where I parked. I went up a hillside 
(away from any cellar hole), towards an area that I thought may have had a barn or other outbuilding. But all 
I was finding were shotgun and rifle shells from hunters. Under a big pine tree I dug a large rifle shell and 
thought “that’s enough of that”, and turned to go. As I took a step, not paying attention to anything except 
where I was going to try next, my detector sounded loud and clear - “quarter”. After a few more sweeps I 
knew from my machine it was silver, too. I’d already found a Washington and Barber, so what came from 
only a few inches down made me happy. It was a standing liberty quarter, my first. I went back to my car to 
carefully clean and examine it further. I fired up a celebratory cigar as I checked out my find. It was severely 
worn, the date completely gone, but I was satisfied nonetheless. Just then Karel drove up and upon seeing 
the stogie said with a knowing grin, “What did you find already?”  I showed it to him. I don’t remember much 
else about that early Spring day, but I do know that Karel found a very nice Hibernia copper in that same 
area before we moved on to other locations. In future issues I plan to continue tales from the woods - last 
year’s successes, failures and a few strange adventures. As long as my memory holds out, that is. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
1999 Garrett Club Program: Please register all Garrett metal detectors purchased or 
received as gifts during 1999, with Garrett. If you make them aware that you are a 
member of YTC, Garrett will credit the club with 10% of the purchase price.  Obtain an 
application form from any YTC officer. This credit is used to procure the yearly 
Freedom Ace Give-A-Way detector. This is an easy and effective way to support your 
club! 
 
April 23, 24, 25th  - BONE 6 treasure show will be held in Keene, NH. Seminars: $5 
each, Hunts: $30 each, Best Display and Find entry: $10 each, Awards Banquet, $20 
each. Contact George Streeter at 603-357-0607 (voice), 603-352-1147 (FAX), or e-
mail him at gazette@top.monad.net. [In case you wondered...Best O’ North East] 
 
July 23rd-24th   - The New England Coin Expo at the Holiday Inn, Exit 12 off I-495 in 
Mansfield, MA. Friday 10 AM to 7PM, Sat. 9:30 AM to 4PM. Call 508-695-1922 for info. 
 
October 22-24th - 15th Annual FMDAC Treasure Weekend is to be held at the Special 
Events Arena in Laughlin, Nevada. The River Palms Resort and Casino is the hotel of 
choice (1-800-835-7903). FMDAC rate is $35/night (Fri. & Sat.), buffets @ $2.29/$3.99/
$5.99 (B/L/D). Riverside RV Park (1-800-227-3849) has a FMDAC rate of $17/night. 
Contact Carolyn Garrett at (916) 331-7931, or e-mail at cgarrett@aol.com for more 

UPCOMING HUNTS 
 
April 25th - MTHA Annual  Hunt, at Houghton’s Pond (Mass.).  $35 before the hunt, $45 at 
the hunt. Call John Govoni at 781-891-0288. Make checks payable to: 
MTHA (at P.O Box 566, Northboro, MA  01532). 
May 2nd  - 17th Annual Beach Bash Bonanza (sponsored by the Mid Jersey Research & 
Recovery Club). Call Dan Tuckman at 609-860-9626 or Scott Pullen at 609-585-3029. 
May 22nd - Virginia Beach, VA - 12th Annual Spring Beach Hunt sponsored by the 
Tidewater Coin & Relic Club. For info., e-mail : bdeml@exis.net, or call Bob Deml at 757-
474-0912. Can also send SASE to: Tidewater Coin & Relic Club, PO Box 3462, Virginia 
Beach, VA 23454-9512. 
June 5th -  Shawsville, VA - 8th Open Hunt sponsored by the Roanoke Valley Coin & Relic 
Club at Camp Alta Mons. Contact Tommy or Marilyn Epperly, 2136 Maiden Lane, SW, 
Roanoke, VA 24015, or call 540-342-0153. 
June 5th - Rochester, MA -  annual Gateway TH Club Hunt. More info. to follow. 
July 3rd-10th - Shreve, OH (Whispering Hills Campground) - Treasure Week 1999, 
sponsored by various metal detector manufacturers and TH clubs in North America. 
Contact Mona Wray at 8376 N 300 West, Seymour, IN 47274, or call 812-497-2537. 



Volume 24                    Issue 5              May, 1999 

Official Newsletter Of 

YANKEE  TERRITORY 

FOUNDED JANUARY 1976 
Articles May Be Copied Provided Credit Is Given The Author and YANKEE TERRITORY COINSHOOTERS 

Yankee Territory Coinshooters 
P.O. Box 1811 
Hartford, CT  06144-1811 

MEETING PLACE:          EAST HARTFORD PUBLIC LIBRARY 840 MAIN ST. TIME 6:30 PM BUSINESS MEETING 7:00PM 

 
NEXT MEETING 
June 8, 1999 

FIRST CLASS 

MEMBER FEDERATION OF METAL DETECTOR & ARCHEOLOGICAL CLUBS, INC. 

Remember the children...at the Connecticut Children’s Place.  See 
page 7 for their ‘wish list’.  Please bring new articles to each monthly 
meeting. ‘Like new’ is O.K., but please use good judgment. Your gifts can 
mean more than you know.  Save this issue for future reference.  
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Minutes of Yankee Territory Coinshooters Meeting April 13, 1999: 
  
>The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by president Mike Martin with 41 members present. 
  
>The minutes of the March meeting were accepted as published. 
  
>The Treasurer's Report was read and accepted with a balance of $2,035.87 plus silver inventory 
of $256.35 purchase cost. 
  
>Correspondence was read from George Streeter complaining that he was never invited to 
club meetings in the north east. 
  
>Mike Martin reported that we will have a club outing in the South Windsor meadows on May 
2nd at 10:00 am. Club member and a vocational archeologist Dave Cooke commented that pre-
historic American Indian sites have been found in the meadows and to be on the lookout for small 
copper beads which date from about 500 BC to 500 AD. Please notify Dave if you find any of 
these beads as they may point to the location of burials. Please note that it is illegal and unethical 
to disturb human burials except in the context of a legitimate archeological investigation! If you 
find a burial you must notify the State Archeologist. 
  
>Mike plans for the club to hold at least one "event" each month. 
  
>Chuck Anderson reports having purchased $60 face value of silver coin from club members 
and will pursue the purchase of $40 from a dealer if the price is favorable. 
  
>Ken Gudernatch (also North East Chapter FMDAC Treasurer) reported that the Chapter has over 
$1400 in the treasury. There will be a Chapter meeting at the BONE 6 show in Keene. 
  
>Dave Cooke displayed a rare George Washington Inaugural button that he found. 
  
>Ken Krivanec and Rick Browne have completed Level I of the Challenge already. 
  
>Attendance Drawing for 13 silver quarters: Will Ketchin was absent; Dan Slawski won a sil-
ver dime. 
  
>Phil LaPointe won the Silver Dollar Raffle. 
  
>Phil LaPointe also won the 50150 Raffle. 
  
>Bob Tulay gave a very interesting and educational program about different types of scoops 
for water and beach detecting. He brought in over a dozen different designs; some custom 
made. 
  
>Meeting adjourned at 9:17 pm. >Respectfully submit-
ted, Mark Sutcliffe, Secretary. 



- 3 - 

MAY 
 

METAL DETECTORS - - - MAJOR BRANDS - - - 
ACCESSORIES 

 
J & E ENTERPRISES of S. Yarmouth  

 

 
Formerly J & E of Suffield, CT. 

54 Old Main St. / Forest Rd. 
South Yarmouth, MA 02664 

1-508-760-2100 
Fax 1-508-760-3738 

 
Factory Authorized Dealer for Fisher, Garrett, Minelab, Tesoro, 

YTC is Looking For…. 
 

 
 

 

 ...your THing  articles, fillers, personal 
stories and tips, successes, and even your 
disappointments, whether you’re a pro or a 
beginner. We all can learn from each other, 
and sharing can help other people relate 
better to this hobby, and to other members 
of our club.  

Handwritten pieces are fine…even if you 
just jot down some notes, I’d be glad to tell 
your story. You can hand me your stuff at 
meet-ings, or get it to me by mail/e-mail. Be 
sure to include your phone number in case I 
need to clarify some details. For e-mail, if I 
don’t know your address/I.D., please put 
the word ’Probe’ in the subject, so I know 
the transmission is ‘friendly’.  

I’d like us to continue having a 10-page 
newsletter. I’d rather not do that by ex-
panding the type-size to ¼ inch!  Thanks. 

   Dave Gregorski    

      260 Cedar Swamp Rd.                                 

                      Coventry, CT  06238 

      DGRookie@aol.com (e-mail) 

     860-742-5836 

                          YTC Officers 
 
President, Mike Martin                      860-763-1508 
 
Vice President, Chuck Anderson      860-675-3134 
 
Secretary, Mark Sutcliffe                   860-647-7541  
                                            {Msutcl 1776@aol.com} 
 
Treasurer, Ken Gudernatch               860-568-3464 

Our Best Wishes… 
 

To Richard “Mac” MacRobbie, who is 
recuperating from a work-related accident. 

Take care and heal fast. 

[These are ladybugs...for good luck!] 
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COIN GOLD & pre 1900 Chuck Anderson 1790 Guatemalan ½ Real  
             SILVER  post 1899 Mark Sutcliffe 1912 Quarter  
  Bob Ellis 1943 Walking Liberty Half  
             Rick Browne 1953 Ben Half Dollar  

  Bob Tulay 1952 Dime  
 OTHER   pre 1900 Steve Dietz 1787 Fugio Copper Cent  

                  Carl Muller 1884 Indian Head Penny  
             Phil LaPointe 1807 ½ Cent  
                     Jim Groom 1787 Conn. Copper  
                  post 1899 Ken Gudernatch 1998 Chilean 1 Peso  
 TOKEN /MEDAL Dave Gregorski Detroit/Canada Tunnel Toll Token ($1.25 value)  

JEWELRY GOLD Rick Browne 10K Gold Ring with 3 Diamonds  
  Chuck Anderson Victorian Era Pin, moon-shaped   
  Richard MacRobbie 8K Gold Band  
  Dan Saunders Gold Cross  
 SILVER Bob Tulay Silver Heart Ring  
  Dave Gregorski Silver Ring with 1 Red Stone  
  William Drainville Man’s Silver Ring with Onyx Stone  
 OTHER Ken Krevanec Bear Pendant Watch  
  Phil LaPointe Hugging Bunny Necklace (found on Easter Sun.)  
  Dan Saunders Ring with 3 flower design  
  Bob Ellis Copper Bracelet  
RELIC TOY Bob Tulay Cast Metal Soldier ( Pewter?)  
  Rick Browne Pre 1953 Case Knife  
 MILITARY NO ENTRY    
 OTHER Chuck Anderson Victorian Era Sterling Silver Serving Spoon  
  Ken Gudernatch Musket Ball  
  David Gregorski Brass Cow/Horse Bell  
  Phil Lapointe 1700's Colonial Shoe Buckle  
  Bob Ellis Metal Frog  
  Don Bogli Watch Fob  
CONSOLATION  PRIZE   Ken Gudernatch 19 K Stone Ring  

BOLD, ITALICS INDICATES THE WINNERS - submitted by Phil Skewes, 4-99 
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COIN-GOLD/SILVER  CHUCK ANDERSON was the winner in this category with his 1790 Guatemalan ½ Real.          
(PRE-1900)   He found it at a depth of five inches on private property. 
 
COIN-GOLD/SILVER  MARK SUTCLIFFE went out on a sunny day by himself to an old cabin site that is now an              
(POST-1899)   open field with a cellar hole. Searching somewhat away from the cellar hole, he found his win-    
    ning 1912 quarter at a depth of three inches. 
 
COIN-OTHER   STEVE DIETZ was out with his partner in sandy soil and in 12½ minutes he received a  
(PRE-1900)   broken signal, and not being tired he decided to dig. To his surprise at 6½ inches he found                                  
    his winner of a 1787 Fugio Copper cent.  
 
COIN-OTHER   KEN GUDERNATCH took his Fisher detector out to some open public land and at two  
(POST-1899)      inches down he found his winning entry of a 1998 peso from Chile. 
 
COIN-TOKEN/MEDAL  DAVE GREGORSKI found his winner of a Detroit/Canada Tunnel token (toll - $1.25) in a  
    dirt parking lot at a depth of 2½ inches. This area has rewarded him with over 400 coins in a 
    couple of trips. Shortly after finding his token the lot was covered with 4 inches of gravel. 
 
JEWELRY-GOLD  RICK BROWNE was out in public salt water with his Excaliber (with 3 fellow hunters) and 
    found his winning 10K gold ring with three diamonds. 
 
JEWELRY-SILVER  BOB TULAY found his winning entry of a Silver Heart  ring (with a garnet stone) in a fresh  
    water swimming hole. 
 
JEWELRY-OTHER  KEN KRIVANEC took his Whites detector out with a fellow detectorist and under a pine tree 
    he found his winning Bear Pendant watch. 
 
RELIC-TOY   BOB TULAY is the winner with his cast metal soldier, old and possibly pewter. 
 
RELIC-MILITARY  NO ENTRY 
 
RELIC-OTHER   CHUCK ANDERSON comes up with another winner with his Victorian era Silver Serving 
    spoon. He was out with other people on private property and with his Whites machine he found 
    the spoon at an 8-inch depth. 
 
CONSOLATION PRIZE  KEN GUDERNATCH was out alone in public salt water and at 4 inches down, using his 
    Fisher machine, found his winning entry 19K gold stone ring. 
 
 

Hello fellow treasure hunters. The weather is getting 
warmer and more people are out swinging away with 

their detectors. We had almost five times the entries as 
we had last month. All categories had entries except         

Military Relic.   by Phil Skewes  

A great opportunity… 
Per Feb. ’99 Lost Treasure magazine, we/you can have input in support of our hobby. The Forest Service is accepting 
public comment re. how their future programs should be managed. They have a rather negative opinion of the detecting 
hobby, and should hear from us that as citizens we would like artifact/relic hunting to be allowed on Forest Service 
lands. Any plan for future use should include this allowance. You should firmly and respectfully emphasize our respect 
for property, and that our main interest is not to ‘strike it rich’ but to locate lost items that support our interest in history. 
Send written comments to: USDA Forest Service-SPRA, Attn. Kathryn P. Maloney, P.O. Box 96090, Washington, DC 
20090-6090.//e-mail,  Resources.Program/wo@fs.fed.us.              Ed.  
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 Hunter Admits Sale of Fake Gold Coins 
 
   

T reasure hunter Mel Fisher has admitted selling several counterfeit gold coins at his gift shop here, and has agreed to pay customers their puchase prices 
of $2,500 to $10,000. In a negotiated plea, Mr. Fisher's company also agreed 
that in the future it would sell only coins recovered from shipwrecks for which 
it has Federal salvage rights. The coins in question were said to have been 
purchased from a longtime colleague who had contended that they were genuine. 
  The agreement, signed Nov. 18, tarnished a career in which Mr. Fisher  found 
hundreds of thousands of gold and silver coins, bars and jewelry from Spanish 
shipwrecks off Florida. He and several investors became millionaires from a haul 
valued at more than $400 million. Mr. Fisher,  whose office was raided by the 
police in April, is near death from cancer, said a lawyer, Michael Halpern, who 
negotiated the plea for Crystals of Delaware, Mr. Fisher's retail sales sub-
sidiary. Mr. Halpern said he believed Mr. Fisher's illness contributed to the  
fraud. "He was taking immense amounts of medicine," Mr. Halpern said. "He is 
very, very vulnerable." Mr. Fisher's son, Kim, who is running the company, 
signed the plea.  
  Under the agreement, Crystals pleaded no contest but acknowledged that the 
coins were not from a 1733 Spanish fleet that went aground near the Florida 
Keys. In addition to the more than $67,000 to be paid to identified claimants, 
the company agreed to maintain a $50,000 resti-tution fund for any additional 
customers who demand refunds during the three-year probation period. Paul Myers, 
an investigator for the Monroe County state's attorney's office, said he found 
indications that as many as 1,000 counterfeit coins bearing a 1733 fleet in-
signia were forged over the last 25 years and may have been sold by other 
dealers. Mr. Fisher bought the coins from Walter J. Kruse, a longtime treasure 
hunting associate with a criminal record of selling fake coins, according to Mr. 
Myers. Mr. Fisher sold the coins with a signed certificate stating that he had 
found them. 

  Mr. Halpern, the lawyer for Mr. Fisher, said the agreement to sell only coins 
from Mr. Fisher's six Florida shipwreck sites protects both customers and Mr. 

Fisher's reputation. Under Federal salvage law, found treasure is presented to a 
Federal judge who certifies authenticity and title and insures that archeo-
logical rules were followed. 
  Mr. Fisher spent 18 years looking for the Atocha, which he found in 1985 in 
the ocean off Key West. His success at finding treasure and at winning title to 
it under traditional admiralty law galvanized archeologists, historians and 
environmentalists, who persuaded states and Congress to control salvage, 
beginning in 1987. 
        
        written by Jim Carrier, 
        Key West, Florida (11/25/98) 
      
  (submitted by 

Excerpts from Thank-you Letters 
Dear Ms. Martin/YTC: 
     Thank you for your continued support of the children at the Connecticut Children’s Place. [This facility] 
provides residential care and educational instruction for abused  and neglected children between the ages of 10 and 
18 from all over Connecticut. Your donations will help us to make life a little brighter for the children in our care. 
        Yours very truly, 
        James E. Brown, Superintendent 
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The Connecticut Children's Place provides residential care and educational instruction 
for abused and neglected children between the ages of six and 17, from all over the 
state. Since this is a State facility, donations play an important part in filling the gap 
between the budget that is provided and the growing needs of our children. The 
Connecticut Children's Place, which began as an orphanage in the 1880's, is the only 
facility of its kind in Connecticut. Donations to the Connecticut Children's Place benefit 

children in need, and are tax deductible. (Internal Revenue Services Codes, Sec. 170) 
About the Children 
   Of the 54 children, about 2/3 are boys. Most are 10 to 16 years old; average age is 14. Many wear their 
clothes large: adult sizes L, XL or XXL. Most children stay about three months. About 200 children stay at the 
Connecticut Children's Place each year. 
 

Children’s Wish List 
 

Childhood Memory Makers 
· blank books for journals/diaries; photo albums; photo frames; cameras, disposable or multiple use; photo    
processing (e.g. Mystic Photo 1-800-367-6061) ; scrap books 
Art Materials 
· Crayola markers; poster paint; colored pencils; drawing paper; construction paper; 
· fluorescent 8 1/2 x 11 printer paper; how-to-draw books; craft supplies/ kits; jewelry-making kits 
Books  
· fiction and nonfiction - easy reader to best sellers;  poetry books [primary/secondary]; 
· 1998 Almanac; dictionaries for children/youths; Judy Blume and/or Beverly Cleary books; 
· Mark Christopher books; Goosebumps books; storybooks with tapes 
Videos 
· to reinforce friendship & caring, ex. ET movie; to provide role models, ex. Story of Miss Jane Pittman,  Roots, 
Malcolm X; to reinforce team spirit, ex. Hoosiers, Powder 
Entertainment 
· walkmen tape players, batteries; boom boxes, batteries; music cassettes or CD's (PG-rated lyrics); videos, 
rated G or PG-13; blank tapes: video or audio; Super Nintendo & Sega Genesis games (nonviolent); 
· certificates for movie tickets or video rentals; certificates for fast food meals 
Clothing 
· jeans; anything made of denim; sweatshirts & T-shirts, adult sizes L, XL or XXL; Disney & other 
cartoon-related clothing & memorabilia; clothes with sports team logos; athletic clothes & socks; gift certificates 
for sneakers; sneaker laces and polish 
Health & Beauty 
· hair dryers, curling irons; shampoo, conditioner, gels, hair spray; make-up: lipstick, eye make-up, blush; 
· manicure supplies: nail polish, nail tips, fake nails;  cosmetic cases; colognes, after shaves; hygiene supplies 
Accessories 
· pictures or posters to decorate the kids’ rooms; wallets: nylon with velcro, leather, etc.; duffel bags and 
back-packs; costume jewelry; inexpensive watches 
Software - IBM educational software, CD or disk; Macintosh educational software, CD or disk 
Music 
· musical instruments, e.g. recorders. tambourines, percussion instruments; tapes with instrumental music; 
· relaxation music 
Sports 
· sports equipment: basketballs, pool cues, ping pong  paddles, footballs, soccer balls, etc.; roller skates: 
women's and men's sizes; ice skates; fishing poles and gear; sports cards, card albums; sporting event tickets 
Toys 
· stuffed animals; model car kits; computer games, hand-held; Lego kits; Nerf bats and balls; remote control 
cars; match-box cars 
Games - examples: Monopoly, Gestures, Sorry, Aggravation,Taboo, Scattegories, UNO, Boggle 

Connecticut 
Children’s 
Place 
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Blast from the Past 
 

A  story was shared with me (that also 

appeared in an old Probe) that I think is 

worth repeating. After a day of successful 

THing, Ken Gudernatch and another YTC 

member stopped at a McDonald’s restaurant. 

Ken took the opportunity to visit the 

bathroom, in order to wash the dirt off a 

Barber quarter he had found. The day took a 

negative turn when the quarter slipped out of 

his hand and down the drain. 

Undaunted, Ken proceeded to inform the res-

taurant manager of his lost ‘diamond ring’, 

and that indeed Ken was a master plumber 

who only needed a wrench. The manager was 

sym-pathetic and had no problem with the 

‘ring’s’ retrieval, but had no wrench.  

Many would have given up at this point. But 

Ken was filled with purpose, and proceeded to 

the parking lot, pleading his case with anyone 

who looked like they might have a wrench in 

their vehicle. Eventually the proper tool was 

borrowed, and the story had a happy ending. 

 
[I hope I got all the facts right. Ken tells it 

better.  Ed.] 

Tidbit 
 The rarest Buffalo nickel is what’s known as an 
“overdate”. It was minted in Denver (‘D’ mint mark on the 
reverse), and the date is 1918 where the 8 is stamped over a 

…From YTC Co-founder Eleanor Hube 
 

To All the Members of Yankee Territory Coinshooters: 

The letter I received from you all today caught me by 

surprise. When Jack and I helped start YTC it was our 

love of the hobby that kept us going, but we found so 

many friends who also wanted to help. I do miss all of 

you and thank you all for this great honor.  

Hope to see you at the Jack Hube Polar Bear Hunt. 

(Maybe it will be warm like it is here.) Remember, 

without all of you who have helped, there would not be a 

YTC Club. Thank you for the Life Membership. 

                             Happy hunting, Eleanor 

THING TIP 
If you like to hunt beaches above the water 

line, you don’t have to spend a lot of money 

for a sifting device. Simply buy some 

‘hardware cloth’ made of galvanized metal. 

I like ½ inch mesh size. Then plan a size/

design for your ‘basket’, and cut, bend, and 

secure to shape with wire. Use a small spade 

or trowel for filling it, and then sift away! I 

even find this useful away from the beach, 

sifting ‘regular dirt’. 

                          Ed. 

YTC Clearinghouse 
 
Wanted to buy: Used Fisher CZ-20; contact   
      Lenny Papineau @ 860-822-8446, or 
              Lennypap@ aol.com 
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1998 - LOOKING BACK, PART II
By Jim Groom

     In between many of my and Karel’s weekend trips to the woods I found myself with some detecting time
on my hands. Living near a school that dates back to the 1920’s gives me a place to do some quick
detecting for an hour or two. It’s good practice and I actually find something now and then. Once I even got
a “Merc”. One coin that I hadn’t found yet, but figured I could get here if any place was a Buffalo nickel. Try
as I did, all I got was cheap kid’s jewelry and plenty of wheat cents.
     Meanwhile, Karel and I were working a site in the woods that we hoped (as usual) hadn’t been gone
over too well. Karel found a large copper coin that he thought was a half-cent. But after examining it further
realized it couldn’t be. After going home and cleaning it properly he called to tell me it was a Canadian
“large” cent, 1907. We were both hoping for something older.
     At the same site on another day, I wasn’t having much luck when I went over to where Karel had been
carefully going back and forth. I could see from his filled holes where he had been, so I started to move on
when I got a perfect “dime” reading on my machine. It was about 2 feet from one of Karel’s filled holes. I
called over to him and asked if he got anything where I was, and he said that he used the grass line that I
was standing in as a stopping point, so he didn’t go that far but stopped a couple feet short of it. He came
over and watched as I dug a 1780 one Real. I think to this day when Karel decides on a pattern to detect
he always adds an extra 2 feet to it.
     Our next trip leads me to the photo at right.
I separated from Karel and followed an old dirt road to
see where it went. I took the trail out to civilization and
turned back. Part way back I started to go around a large
fallen tree when I realized that maybe I should detect
around it. As soon as I put my coil to the ground I got the
highest reading ever, half-dollar. I figured it was a tin can
lid or a soda can, but it didn’t pinpoint large and it
sounded good, so I dug. But my plug wasn’t big enough,
as the target was tilted giving a “false center”, and my
probe beeped at the side of the hole facing me. (Today’s
lesson, I suppose.) With one motion I popped the target
down into the hole, then had a mini heart attack when I
saw it. It was a Barber half, 1911D, in pretty good shape,
too. After getting out of breath finding Karel and showing
off my find, we headed to that spot to see if there was
more. But that was it, just the one half. Before we moved
on, I remembered that I had left my camera in my
backpack from a previous trip. So I knelt in front of the
tree at the spot where I dug the coin, and with the coin in
one hand and a stogie to celebrate in the other, Karel got
the Kodak moment.

And now for today’s second lesson: Don’t give up. Remember the school near where I live?  Well, I kept
going back on nice evenings, now concentrating on paths that led to the school in the woods. Not only
might my chances be better, but also I was more “in my element” so to speak. One night I turned up a
silver “rosie”, and I hoped I was onto something. More wheat pennies, and then one day I got a perfect
nickel reading under a rather nasty bush, and it was pinpointing deep, too. “This has got to be my Buffalo,”
I thought, and sure enough, I was holding it in my hand a few seconds later. Date worn off, but a definite
Buffalo nickel. And how about this for irony: right after finding that Buffalo, I was detecting a section of that
same road where I got the Barber half. After 4 years without a single Buffalo nickel, I dug up my second
one of the day. [There’s a lot to be said for perseverance.  Ed.]

Author with Barber Half...and cigar 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
1999 Garrett Club Program: Please register all Garrett metal detectors purchased or 
received as gifts during 1999, with Garrett. If you make them aware that you are a member 
of YTC, Garrett will credit the club with 10% of the purchase price.  Obtain an application 
form from any YTC officer. This credit is used to procure the yearly Freedom Ace Give-A-
Way detector. This is an easy and effective way to support your club! 
 
July 23rd-24th   - The New England Coin Expo at the Holiday Inn, Exit 12 off I-495 in 
Mansfield, MA. Friday 10 AM to 7PM, Sat. 9:30 AM to 4PM. Call 508-695-1922 for info. 

August 8th - Gold Panning outing, Ludlow, Vt.; call Anita or John Hubley @ 860-644-9600 
for info., and/or pick up sign-up /information sheet at meeting. More information next month. 
 
October 22-24th - 15th Annual FMDAC Treasure Weekend is to be held at the Special 
Events Arena in Laughlin, Nevada. The River Palms Resort and Casino is the hotel of 
choice (1-800-835-7903). FMDAC rate is $35/night (Fri. & Sat.), buffets @ $2.29/$3.99/
$5.99       (B/L/D). Riverside RV Park (1-800-227-3849) has a FMDAC rate of $17/night. 
Contact Carolyn Garrett at (916) 331-7931, or e-mail at cgarrett@aol.com for more 

UPCOMING HUNTS 
 
May 16th  - Hudson, MA, open hunt sponsored by Colonial TH Assoc., at Elks Club Lodge 
and Grounds; many prizes including detectors - first hunt @ 10AM; registration limited, at 
$75; contact Serge @ 508-869-2699, or e-mail at cthas@aol.com. 
May 22nd - Virginia Beach, VA - 12th Annual Spring Beach Hunt sponsored by the 
Tidewater Coin & Relic Club. For info., e-mail : bdeml@exis.net, or call Bob Deml at 757-
474-0912. Can also send SASE to: Tidewater Coin & Relic Club, PO Box 3462, Virginia 
Beach, VA 23454-9512. 
June 5th -  Shawsville, VA - 8th Open Hunt sponsored by the Roanoke Valley Coin & Relic 
Club at Camp Alta Mons. Contact Tommy or Marilyn Epperly, 2136 Maiden Lane, SW, 
Roanoke, VA 24015, or call 540-342-0153. 
June 5th - Rochester, MA - annual Gateway TH Club Hunt; $45 before May 15, $55 after; 
contact Roy Gouge, 3161 Cranberry Highway, Buzzards Bay, MA  02532; 9:30 start 
July 3rd-10th - Shreve, OH (Whispering Hills Campground) - Treasure Week 1999, 
sponsored by various metal detector manufacturers and TH clubs in North America. 
Contact Mona Wray at 8376 N 300 West, Seymour, IN 47274, or call 812-497-2537. 

Silver for Fall Hunt 
     I would like to thank members who sold the club silver coins for the Fall Hunt. We were able to 
purchase $55 face value at $5 per dollar. I would also like to thank Bogdan Charlam from Universal Stamp 
& Coin in New Britain. He sold us $42 face value of silver at $4.76 per dollar, well below the current 
market price. If you need coin supplies or if you are a coin collector, please consider visiting his store at 
304 Broad St. or call him at 860-827-9439. Our silver hunt is now assured. Thanks again!    
                 Chuck Anderson 
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The Hartford Courant portrayed us in that fashion - see pages 6 & 8 for 
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Minutes of Yankee Territory Coinshooters Meeting: May 11, 1999: 
 
>The meeting was called to order at 7:00 P.M. with 31 members present. 
>The Treasurer's Report was read and accepted with a balance of $1351.61 plus $284.95 of silver at purchase cost. The silver 
purchased for the Fall Hunt is not included in these figures. 
>The Secretary's Report was accepted as published. 
Old Business: 
>Chuck Anderson reported on the club outing in the South Windsor meadows. 25 members hunted for a total of about 50 hours.  
Unfortunately we could not hunt the corn fields because they had already been planted. Members expressed a desire to return in the 
fall. Phil LaPointe found a Barber dime and Standing Liberty quarter in woods overlooking the river. John Hubley found a Minie 
ball at the edge of a field. Chuck said the best part of the outing was the feeling of comraderie. 
>Chuck announced that the club has completed purchasing $100 face value of silver for the Fall Hunt. 
New Business: 
>Chuck also announced a new feature for each meeting called "Chuck Wants to Know." Each meeting will have a new question 
which should result in a 15-20 minute roundtable discussion. The question will be eliminated if we have a guest speaker. 
>Debbie Martin will send a thank-you card to Dick Woolam for allowing us to detect on his land. 
>Dave Cooke reported on the possibility of getting permission for the club to detect meadows in East Windsor in the fall. 
>Mike Kartin reported on an e-mail he received from the new Northeast Chapter FMDAC President, Tony D'Angelo. 
>Mike also announced that Richard MacRobbie fell off a ladder and was injured two weeks before he was scheduled to retire from 
UTC. Eleanor Hube is recovering from arthroscopic knee surgery, and Jane Brown is recovering from knee replacement surgery. 
The club extends best wishes to all for their speedy recoveries. 
>Mike Martin proposed that the Consolation Prize for Find-of-the-Month be restricted to entrants who did not win anything in 
FOTM instead of entrees which did not win. Discussion followed and the change was approved by consent. The FOTM Rules will 
be updated. 
>Mark Sutcliffe reported that he had an enjoyable time at the BONE 6 treasure show in Keene, NH. The seminars were quite good, 
the dinner was excellent, and there were plenty of interesting characters to meet. 7 club members attended this year and he hopes 
that more will attend next year. 
>Ken Gudernatch reported on the Northeast Chapter FMDAC meeting that was held at BONE 6. Only a handful of members were 
in attendance. The new Chapter President, Tony D'Angelo seems very gung-ho and businesslike. The Chapter voted to pay the 
travel expenses of the officers to that Chapter meeting and also to set up a petty cash fund. The president attended the National 
Board Meeting. He was critical of the Federations Annual Financial Report and system (lack of) for keeping track of assets. He 
would like assistance setting up a Chapter web page and would like input from club representatives. 
>Ken also reminded members of the Civil War encampment to be held in Wickham Park in East Hartford August 21 & 22. 
>John Hubley reminded members that the trip to Richard's Gold Mine in Vermont will be on August 8th this year. 
>The "Chuck Wants to Know" topic was "What was your most unusual find?" His most unusual find was a half reale with an arm 
bone. Pedro found a quarter in a prophylactic device at the beach. Bob found a set of gold false front teeth (caps) with rubies set in 
the the teeth; Gary found a set with filigree work, Rick found same with "BEER" engraved on the front four teeth. Mark found 
burnt coins at the site of a house where a man cannibalized his own mother. Rick also found a crematory tag in the ocean. 
>Chuck also wanted to know something that members want to find, but haven't (but is realistic). Ken Krivanec wants to find an 
Indian Head cent. Dan Saunders seeks old jewelry. Dave and Janet LaPointe want to find a cache of coins. Dave Gregorski wants 
to find an "old" coin like a Barber dime or "V" nickel. Two other members then related their tales of finding caches of coins. 
>Dan Saunders won the Attendance Drawing for 14 silver quarters! 
>Ken MacMinagil won the 1921 Morgan Dollar Raffle. 
>Jim Groom won the 50/50 Raffle. 
>Challenge Master John Hubley announced that Dan Saunders and Bob Tulay have reached Challenge Level I. 
>Members were reminded that flyers were available for the Gateway Hunt in Massachusetts. 
>Meeting adjourned at 8:55 P.M. 
Respectfully submitted, Mark Sutcliffe, Secretary. 
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Welcome to our Newest 

Members 
 

Vincent DiBatista (re-joining) 

METAL DETECTORS - - - MAJOR BRANDS - - - 
ACCESSORIES 

 
J & E ENTERPRISES of S. 

Yarmouth  
 

 
Formerly J & E of Suffield, CT. 

54 Old Main St. / Forest Rd. 
South Yarmouth, MA 02664 

1-508-760-2100 

                          YTC Officers 
 
President, Mike Martin                      860-763-1508 
 
Vice President, Chuck Anderson       860-675-3134 
 
Secretary, Mark Sutcliffe                   860-647-7541  
                                            {Msutcl 1776@aol.com} 
 
Treasurer, Ken Gudernatch               860-568-3464 
Newsletter, Dave Gregorski               860-742-5836 
                                            {DGRookie@aol.com} 

Get Well Wishes to... 
Jane Browne 
Eleanor Hube 

(Both are recovering from knee surgery.) 

A Good Hunt Was Had By All 
 
   Sunday, May 2 was warm and sunny, with gusty winds 
blowing dust across the dry cornfields. About two-dozen 
YTC members gathered at a private farm in South 
Windsor for a group hunt. Though the farm’s owner had 
had negative experiences with relic hunters, Mike Martin 
assured him that the land would be left better than it was 
found, with filled-in holes and junk removed.  
   Though the THers spread out to cover a variety of 
terrain, good finds were few. The fields that Mike was 
especially interested in had been planted, and only their 
edges were available. A large mini-ball (~ Civil War era) 
was turned up along those edges, and under an old tree a 
Barber dime and Standing Liberty quarter were probably 
dropped by some long-ago hunter.  
   Yet it was still a fun day, as many members gathered 
around the parking area, swapping stories, sharing good 
information with those newer to the hobby, and planning 
where to hunt in the afternoon (they don’t know when to 
give up!). We appreciate Mike’s efforts in getting per-
mission for us to hunt this land. There’s a possibility of a 
return trip after the corn is harvested, when all the fields 
will be available, so stay tuned. Remember, fishing is to 
catching as THing is to finding  - it was a good hunt, 
regardless. 

Tidbit 
There are four varieties of the 1960 Lincoln cent: 1960-P, 

small and large date, and 1960-D, small and large date. The 
1960-P small date is less common, and worth ~ 10¢  in   

Fine + condition. 
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BOLD. ITALICS INDICATES THE WINNERS - submitted by Phil Skewes 5-99 

COIN GOLD & pre 1900 NO ENTRY  

             SILVER  post 1899 PHIL LAPOINTE 1902 V Nickel, 1915 Barber Quarter, 

   1917 Liberty Half all in one hole 

  Rick Browne 1906 Barber Half 

    

            OTHER   pre 1900 JIM GROOM 1817 Large Cent 

                 post 1899 MARK SUTCLIFFE 1906 Indian Head Cent 

  Carl Muller 1937 Cent 

  Ken Gudernatch 1908 Indian Head Cent 

    

            TOKEN / MEDAL ROBERT MILLS Astrology Token 

  Dave Gregorski Bronze Gaming Token 

    

JEWELRY GOLD JIM GROOM Ring 

  Rick Browne 1955 Class Ring 

    

 SILVER DAVE GREGORSKI       Ring with Turqouise stones 

    

 OTHER KEN GUDERNATCH 1921 Northeast School, Hartford Class Pin 

  Dan Saunders UConn Charm 

  Bob Tulay “Webelos” Scout Pin 

    

RELIC TOY RICK BROWNE Firestone Chief Badge 

    

 MILITARY DAVE GREGORSKI 1811-1813 Button - Eagle perched on cannon 

  Entry slip # 24 slip missing,  with apologies 

    

 OTHER KEN MACMINAGIL Male Frog 

  Ken Gudernatch “T” Head Square Nail 

  Phil Lapointe 1800's Womens Belt Buckle with Silver Face 

  Jim Groom Pocket Watch. Patent Dates 1902-1909 

  Mark Sutcliffe Late 18th Century Rifle Trigger Guard. 

 CONSOLATION   PRIZE   BOB TULAY 1902 Bronze Army “Great Seal” 
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Hello Folks.  We had another good month with a full table of nice finds.  All categories had at least one item except pre-1900 gold/
silver coins. Here are the winners. 
 
COIN- GOLD/SILVER  NO ENTRY 
PRE-1900   
 
COIN- GOLD/SILVER  PHIL LAPOINTE and his wife Janet went out for a couple hours and after  
POST-1899                 traveling through brush, brambles, etc. they came to a little brook.  Phil saw a  
                                                                      certain spot and told Janet that there some old coins there.  Sure enough, after  

              a couple of minutes he came up with his winning three coins-in-one-hole  
              find of a 1902 V Nickel, a 1915 Barber Quarter and a 1917 Liberty Half. 

 
COIN-OTHER  JIM GROOM was out in the woods one sunny day alone with his Whites XLT. 
PRE-1900  Searching in an old cellar hole he found his winning 1817 Large Cent at three inches 

 down. 
 
COIN-OTHER   MARK SUTCLIFFE was searching at a private historic house where he’d done 
 POST-1899  some brush clearing this  past winter.  Deciding to go back and check the area he cleared  
                                                                    he found his winning entry of a 1906 Indian Head cent. 
 
COIN-TOKEN/MEDAL                               ROBERT MILLS took his Whites Quantum XT to a park in Meriden that he’s gone       
                                                                     to several times and after digging up a hunk of foil, his detector said there was a coin  
                                                                       still in the hole. Digging down another three inches he found his winning Astrology 
                                                                       Token. 
 
JEWELRY-GOLD                                         JIM GROOM wins again with his Gold ring that he found at four inches down.   
                                                                      Along with it were two modern pennies. 
 
JEWELRY-SILVER                                      DAVE GREGORSKI was out on public land by himself and following a path a little    
                                                                      way into the woods, he decided to search around a large boulder. Getting a weak  
                                                                      signal that he almost didn’t dig up, he came up with his winning Silver ring with 
                                                                      several turquoise stones. 
 
JEWELRY-OTHER                                      KEN GUDERNATCH was detecting with about five other club members in a public 
                                                                      salt water area and at first thought he’d found a penny. Upon cleaning his finds at   
                                                                      home he found it was a 1921 Northeast School Class Pin. 
 
RELIC-TOY                                                  RICK BROWNE was out with several others searching on open public land and at a  
                                                                      depth of three inches he dug up his winning Firestone Chief Badge. 
 
RELIC-MILITARY                                       DAVE GREGORSKI wins again with his Third Regiment Artillerists button,  
                                                                       (an eagle perched on a cannon), circa. 1811-1813. 
 
RELIC-OTHER                                             KEN MACMINAGIL found his winning ‘male’ Frog on some land he was working  
                                                                      at. You have to see the frog to believe it - it’s quite unique. 
 
CONSOLATION PRIZE                               BOB TULAY wins this prize with his bronze 1902 Army “Great Seal” that he found 
                                                                       at a depth of four inches. 

By Phil Skewes 
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 Courant Reporter Bashes Detectorists 

By Mark Sutcliffe 
     On May 16, the Hartford Courant published a very slanted and 
inflammatory article (see page 8), picturing metal detectorists as 
destructive low-lifes.  Archeological site protection and trespassing 
are certainly subjects that concern all of us; however, it is my 
opinion that this article does not accurately portray detectorists in 
general or the problems of trespassing and vandalism. It also, as you 
will read in the statements by State Archeologist Nick Bellantoni, 
and arche-ologist Mary Harper, does not accurately reflect their 
views and the information they gave to the reporter. 
     The writer of the article attempted to interview me for this story 
and I refused to return her calls, based on previous experience with 
her writings on altogether different subjects. It is my personal 
opinion that my speaking to her would have made no difference 
whatsoever in the content or editorial slant of the article. She was 
determined to portray detectorists as the "bad guys" despite all 
attempts by professional archeologists and others to persuade her to 
present a balanced picture. She chose not to write about the numer-
ous times we have assisted with archeological investigations, and 
the fact that the study of the French Army sites would have been 
impossible without the assistance of Yankee Territory Coinshooters. 

Excerpts from Letters to YTC 
[complete transcripts available from Mark Sutcliffe, Dave 

From Nick Bellantoni, State Archeologist: 
 
The recent article in the Hartford Courant concerning the vandalism 
of archeological sites in Connecticut, unfortunately, focused on the 
role of unauthorized metal detecting at historic sites. [In interviews 
with the reporter], we discussed a range of vandalism activities, 
including Native American sites, burials, and historic sites. Metal 
detecting was just one of the means available to the vandal. 
However, we made it a point to emphasize the positive working 
relationships we have developed with the Yankee Territory 
Coinshooters and other metal detecting groups in the state, and 
spoke of projects where members have assisted our efforts for 
preservation. Unfortunately, none of the “cooperation” and 
“working together” aspects of the interview saw print in the article. 
I do want you to know that although we enthusiastically 
acknowledged the working relationship that has developed between 
YTC and the state’s archeologists to the reporter, this was omitted 
from the text. 
We regret that the article concentrated on metal detecting and not 
the many other types of vandalism which we have witnessed in  
the state. We have had our greatest success when we have educated 
people to our concerns and found ways to include the collector, 
diver, and metal detecting enthusiast in archeological fieldwork. 
And, I know of no greater success story than the working 
relationship that has developed between our office and YTC. We 
are disappointed that that was not brought out in the article.  
Vandals will use the latest technology to give them access to 
historic resources. Metal detecting makes it easy to scavenge a 

battlefield, 
homestead, and campsite. However, it should be acknowledged 
when we all have worked hard to find common ground, working 
in partnership to identify and preserve significant historic sites. 
My hope is that we will continue to work together into the 
future, and would regret if this article has an impact on our 
relationship, and the important work you are assisting us to 

From Mary Harper, Director of PAST (Public Archeology 
Survey Team) and Archeological and Historical Services, Inc. 
This letter is prompted by the recent article in the Hartford Cou-
rant by Kym Soper. Ms. Soper first called me with the intention 
of writing an article on an archeological site I was investigating. I 
declined to give details on the site and asked her not to publish 
the sites location, fearing that it would be disturbed by members 
of the public.  Ms. Soper then shifted her attention to site damage 
and this led to a discussion about threats to archeological sites 
from various sources, ranging from pure deliberate vandalism to 
the heavy damage caused by “pot” or “bottle” hunters who dig 
holes so big they virtually destroy sites. Ms. Soper appeared to be 
most interested in metal-detecting hobbyists, relative to historic 
sites.  
I want to make it emphatically clear that I made strenuous efforts 
to present a balanced perspective about metal-detecting - and that 
it has had positive and negative effects for professional 
archeologists, and that I have been the beneficiary of some of 
these positive effects. State Archeologist Nick Bellantoni did the 
same in a parallel interview, both of us actually singling out 
Yankee Territory Coinshooters club as a terrific example of the 
invaluable help these hobbyists have been to numerous 
archeologists. To my horror, I found that Ms. Soper applied my 
concerns about a small minority of metal-detectorists who act 
unlawfully, to all hobbyists. It appears that she did not 
understand, or chose to ignore, my distinction between honest 
and dishonest hobbyists. In fact, the points I made in our 1 ½ 
hour conversation were these: 
1) there are responsible and irresponsible metal-detectorists, and 
a few ‘bad apples’ are not representative of the group. 
2) most such hobbyists operate in the open, with permission from 
landowners; they are not trespassing. 
3) there is a code of ethics among most metal-detectorists. 
4) ‘pot hunters’ is not synonymous with metal-detectorists. 
5) there IS a small but dangerous group of unethical people who 
do hear or read about archeological sites and rush to dig them in 
the dead of night, and these are the people who are of the greatest 
concern to us, because they destroy any chance we have to collect 
all the information from these sites. 
6) that clubs such as the YTC are tremendously helpful to 
professional archeologists, as demonstrated in the Rochambeau 
project. 
[Ms. Harper went on to share her frustration when historical pieces from 
even a private site end up in unnamed persons’ homes.] 
I look forward to a continued partnership with YTC and hope that 
their personal acquaintance with me, and this letter, will affirm 
my respect for their good work and selflessness.     Meg Harper 
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A Bad Day at THing… 
…can still put some useful items into your “goodie bag”. 
Your club has found creative ways to keep you inspired 
and interested in this hobby, on days when gold and silver 
appear to be two feet down or in the next county. The 
“Finds of the Month”, nurtured by Phil Skewes, can 
provide a month-by-month opportunity to win genuine 
silver coins from your efforts.  Examples appear each 
month, usually on pages 4 and 5 of Probe, and revised 
rules will be published in the July newsletter (though the 
Probe FOM tables are largely self-explanatory). There 
have been many times in the 6 months since I joined YTC, 
when a category has gone ‘empty’, i.e., nothing was 
entered. Even if great stuff has been put on the table, you 
can still be proud of your efforts, and may just win the 
Consolation Prize, a silver quarter! You’ve worked hard 
for that plated spoon, toy car, or fishing lure (and 
hopefully had some fun). If in doubt regarding the proper 
entry category, check with Phil at or before the meeting. 
There is a limit of one submittal for each category of Coin, 
Jewelry, and Relic, for a maximum of 3 each month. 
   The “YTC Challenge” offers a year-long opportunity to 
win silver coins. Managed by John Hubley, the challenge 
list for ’99 appeared in last December’s Probe, along with 
the rules (John has extra copies available). There are 4 
levels to the challenge, each with its own prize upon 
completion, and John has the final say on item eligibility. 
Finding a lot of pull-tabs, fishing weights, hinges, or 
bullet casings? These lowly items can help you on your 
way to silver! Remember that beauty can be in the eye of 
the beholder, and the best THing months are ahead of you.
  

Tidbit 

A steroid 1986 DA is not your ordinary piece of rock. 1.2 
miles wide, it is estimated to contain 10,000 tons of 

gold, and 100,000 tons of platinum. Just to confuse that 
giant metal detector in the sky, it also contains 10 billion 
tons of iron and a billion tons of nickel. The platinum alone 
was estimated to be worth a trillion dollars (1991 prices). 
Before you get too excited, the asteroid’s current orbit 
occasionally brings it to within 20 million miles of Earth. 
 Information taken from Treasure magazine, October ’91 

      Ed.     

War Debris Closes Beach 
 
   Bayonne, France – Erosion along the waterfront in the 
resort of Biarritz has exposed hundreds of rounds of 
World War II ammunition, forcing police to close the 
fabled beach this week. Government workers have 
scooped up more than 1,600 anti-aircraft shells over the 
past five months, removing 160 of them on Thursday 
alone.  
   The shells began to appear on the beaches in and 
around Biarritz, one of France’s most famous seaside 
resorts, at the end of November 1998. Firefighters 
planned during low tide Friday to use jets of water from 
fire hoses to bring the rest of the shells to the surface so 
the beaches, including the main one at Biarritz, could be 
reopened. The munitions are 37mm German anti-aircraft 
shells that were left behind when Nazis retreated from 
southwestern France toward the end of the war. 
                 
From the Htfd. Courant, 5/1/99. 
  Submitted by Ken Gudernatch 
 
[ Now, if only we could coax 

News Note 
 
On March 7, the Manchester Historical Society presented 

a program featuring Mark Sutcliffe (of YTC) and Hans 

DePold as speakers. The focus of the talk was 

Rochambeau’s trip across Connecticut during the 

Revolutionary War. Landing in Newport, R. I., the 

French militia traveled westward toward New York, to 

assist Washington. Marching ~15 miles per day, they 

passed through towns such as Plainfield, Lebanon, 

Manchester, East Hartford, and Wethersfield. Mark 

displayed some of his finds from one of the encampment 

sites. See also his article in the April Probe.  

[I apologize for the lateness of this information.]   Ed.  
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FROM ONE ROOKIE TO ANOTHER:  
CHOOSE AND USE EQUIPMENT CAREFULLY! 

By Chuck Anderson 
 

Buy the best equipment you can afford! I 
can't recall how many times I've seen this 
adage in various metal detecting litera-
ture. I believe it, and I'd encourage other 
rookies to abide by it as well. You've 
decided to pursue detecting as a hobby. Most 
adults I know would agree that time is a 
more precious commodity than money. Why 
devote countless hours in the field using 
equipment which will limit your results? In 
order to consistently find older, deeper 
objects, a high quality detector is essen-
tial, especially for a beginner. I'd recom-
mend a machine with automatic ground balan-
cing, discrimination, and graphic display. 
Regardless of the detector you choose, gain-
ing familiarity with it will take experience 
and some trial and error. 
When I started to detect, I gained access to 
a private park which had been closed to 
other detectorists for several years. Not 
knowing this, I asked the guards on duty for 
permission to practice with my brand new 
detector. They told me that someone had 
recently lost a gold and diamond pendant 
around the volleyball courts, and granted me 
permission to search in that area, with the 
understanding that I would turn in the pen-
dant if I found it and the admonition to not 
harm the grass or the courts. 
I detected in the sand first. I found about 
two dozen coins in the volleyball courts, 
without finding the pendant. However, I did 
find a jagged piece of metal in the sand, 
which I showed to the guards, They thanked 
me for disposing of the potentially danger-
ous item. They also told me that I had their 
permission to return to the site at my con-
venience.The machine I was using at the time 
had a graphic display which indicated the 
probable identification and depth of tar-
gets. Once I began to detect in the sand 
surrounding the courts, I encountered one 
coin after another. I located so many, in 
fact, that I decided to only probe for 
targets which registered as a quarter or 
larger. In the course of the subsequent two 
weeks, I retrieved over two hundred and 
fifty quarters, a Bicentennial Half, a Pratt 
and Whitney fob, and three sterling silver 
rings. Was I happy?  YES! Did I detect the 

site properly? NO! I did not dig enough 
"bad" targets. 
After two weeks of detecting, the park 
closed for the season, and I have never 
returned to the site. I certainly missed 
many other nickels, dimes and pennies, and 
probably many other pieces of gold and 
silver jewelry lost in the grass.  
If you don't dig bad targets, or over-
utilize the discrimination capacity of your 
equipment, you are in all likelihood missing 
good items as well. 
I'd like to mention one other piece of 
detecting gear which I have found to be 
useful, an electronic pinpointing probe. The 
use of a probe is one of the best ways to 
prevent damage to targets. One fellow 
detectorist's collection of coins contains a 
high proportion which were damaged in the 
retrieval process. Probes allow you to know 
when you are close to an item that you can't 
see in the hole, which helps you to retrieve 
it gouge-free. I had the good fortune this 
past year of digging up a silver one-real 
Spanish coin minted between 1700 
and 1746. You can bet that I'm 
happy that this beau-tiful coin 
doesn't have an ugly scratch 
across its surface! 

Detecting Connections 
 
Lost Treasure magazine - www.losttreasure.com 

Early Colonial Artifacts - www.apva.org/ngex/       
 things.html 

Locating a Person - (to return a ring, or…?) 
www.infousa.com, and click on ‘U.S. Directory 
Assistance’ 

THing Tips and Tricks – www.tomstreasures.com/
tips.shtml 

More Hints, Tricks – http://treasurehunt.miningco.com/
library/ weekly/aa013099.htm 
 

A YTC Thank-you… 
…to Janet LaPointe, for her generous donation of silver and 
copper coins for the Fall hunt. This will give us a nice 
variety of targets to ‘shoot’ for.  
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
1999 Garrett Club Program: Please register all Garrett metal detectors purchased or received as 
gifts during 1999, with Garrett. If you make them aware that you are a member of YTC, Garrett 
will credit the club with 10% of the purchase price.  Obtain an application form from any YTC 
officer. This credit is used to procure the yearly Freedom Ace Give-A-Way detector. This is an 
easy and effective way to support your club! 
July 23rd-24th   - The New England Coin Expo at the Holiday Inn, Exit 12 off I-495 in Mansfield, 
MA. Friday 10 AM to 7PM, Sat. 9:30 AM to 4PM. Call 508-695-1922 for info. 

August 21st-22nd - Civil War Re-enactment (Valley Campaign, Virginia), Wickham Park, 1329 
West Middle Tpke., Manchester, CT.  Normal $2 fee to enter park, plus $5/adult, $3/ages 6-12, 
under 6 free. For more info., call Doris Suessman, 860-568-6178. Sat.,9:30-4, Sun.,9:30-3. 

October 22-24th - 15th Annual FMDAC Treasure Weekend is to be held at the Special Events 
Arena in Laughlin, Nevada. The River Palms Resort and Casino is the hotel of choice (1-800-835-
7903). FMDAC rate is $35/night (Fri. & Sat.), buffets @ $2.29/$3.99/$5.99 (B/L/D). Riverside RV 
Park (1-800-227-3849) has a FMDAC rate of $17/night. Contact Carolyn Garrett at (916) 331-
7931, or e-mail at cgarrett@aol.com for more information. 

UPCOMING HUNTS 
 
July 3rd-10th - Shreve, OH (Whispering Hills Campground) - Treasure Week 1999, sponsored by 
various metal detector manufacturers and THing clubs in North America. Contact Mona Wray at 
8376 N 300 West, Seymour, IN 47274, or call 812-497-2537. 
October 2nd- 3rd - Granite State THers Club, at Lake Shore Farm Resort, Northwood, N.H. ; 21st 
Annual Open Hunt - contact Ron W. Pinard, 51 Ox Lane, Epsom, N.H.  03234, (603) 736-8014. 

SIGN-UP FOR: 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 8TH 

RICHARDS GOLD MINE, FAMILY FUN, PANNING, OUTING, LUDLOW, VT. 
COME AND JOIN US FOR A FUN DAY, PANNING GOLD, CHASING YOUR DREAMS FOR 

RICHES. 
“ YOU KEEP ALL YOU FIND “ 

ALL TOOLS ARE SUPPLIED BY RICHARDS MINE.  
(PICNIC AREA AVAILABLE ON SITE.) 

See ANITA or JOHN HUBLEY if you have questions, and/or Call 860-644-9600. 
 
   COST IS $15 EA. FOR 9 PEOPLE OR MORE, LESS THAN 9 IS $25 EA.  THE ONLY EXTRAS THAT YOU MAY NEED 
FOR THIS OUTING ARE BOOTS, AT LEAST KNEE HIGH, AS YOU DIG YOUR MATERIAL FROM A BANK AND 
PAN IN A LARGE WATER HOLE. (Have gloves, ‘bug juice’, and water/beverages handy.) BRING A LUNCH, AS THERE 
IS NO PLACE TO BUY FOOD. THE ONLY AVAILABLE DATE OPEN WAS AUGUST 8TH. YOUR ADMISSION TO 
GET IN MUST BE PAID IN CASH AT THE MINING SITE.    
   LAST YEAR I THINK THAT EVERYONE FOUND GOLD AND HAD A GOOD TIME AS WELL. YOU WILL BE 
PANNING IN A WATER HOLE, AND PROBABLY WOULD LIKE A 5 GAL. PLASTIC PAIL WITH A CUSHION TO SIT 
ON. GLASS VIALS FOR YOUR GOLD ARE PROVIDED BY RICHARDS MINE.      
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Is there “gold in them thar’ hills” ? Find out for yourself  by 
joining fellow club members in a gold panning expedition on August 8. 

See page 10 for details. 
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Minutes of Yankee Territory Coinshooters meeting June, 9, 1999: 
 
The meeting was called to order at  7:06 p.m. with 25 members and 2 guests present. 
>The Treasurer’s Report was read and accepted with a balance of $1317.73 plus $269.85 silver inventory (purchase 
cost). 
>The Secretary’s Report was accepted as published. 
Correspondence: 
>Received a note from Eleanor Hube. She is recovering from knee surgery and plans to get out water hunting in June. 
>Received an e-mail from Tony D’Angelo regarding a new draft policy that would prohibit the use of metal detectors 
in Maine state parks. 
>Received a note from Donna Ketchin. She is seeking donations for the YTC Fall Hunt and also for Ron Pinard’s hunt 
in New Hampshire. Her number is 860-658-6746. 
Old and New Business: 
>Discussed Hartford Courant article and response to it. Bob Tulay and Ken Gudernatch spoke with State Archeologist 
Nick Bellantoni and expressed their feeling regarding the article and the opinions expressed within. Bob said that the 
archaeologists’ rebuttals are good, but they don’t do any good for the general public. Chuck Anderson stressed that we 
must keep the lines of communication open with the archaeologists and suggested that we invite them to address a 
meeting. 
>John Hubley reminded members of the Gold Panning Trip on August 8th. 
>Mike Martin announced that the Fall Hunt is tentatively scheduled for October 17th in Ellington. Barbara Krivanec has 
agreed to prepare food. 
>Chuck Anderson asked members to begin thinking about donations for the club auction in November.  
>Bob Tulay made a presentation of the new “Stainless Mole” water hunting scoop. It is a professional-quality long-
handled scoop made from 14 gauge aircraft-grade stainless steel and a hardwood handle. It features foam floatation-
assist handgrip, countersunk ½inch holes which will not allows baby rings to pass through, ¼inch struts, a 3inch top 
plate, and no exposed hardware or sharp edges. The handle has a jewel mounted in it to show you which end is the 
back, and the handle has been tested to 400 foot-pounds without breaking. Price to YTC members is $120. 
>Rick  Browne announced that there was an error in the tide chart from the last meeting; you must add one hour to the 
times to account for Daylight Saving Time. 
>Rick Browne reported finding and returning a wedding band within 15 minutes. 
Chuck Wanted to Know: 
>Funniest and Scariest metal detecting stories. 
>Chuck told of ankle deep manure in a farm field and spooking a bear in the woods. Jim and Karel have scared each 
other several times while lost in concentration, in addition they were almost run over by a deer, and scared a coyote.  
Jim banged his coil into a turtle and apologized to it. Bob found a 20-foot deep open drain in the center of a shallow 
pond. Ken and Pete found 6 cases of Coca-Cola stashed in the woods. Rick was detecting a churchyard in Scotland (the 
country) and got called in to see the Magistrate. Mark got bonked on the head by pipe jack at an abandoned house and 
almost fell asleep driving home from water hunting. Pete got a hypodermic needle stuck in his thumb while water 
hunting.  
>Challenge Master John Hubley announced that Dave Gregorski reached Challenge Level 1. 
>Jane Browne is on the mend from her knee replacement. 
>Richard MacRobbie is also mending, but hurting a lot. He appreciates calls and visits (call first). 
>Bob Collins won the Attendance Drawing for 1 silver quarter. 
>Bob Ellis won a 1928 silver dollar. 
>Jim Groom won the 50/50 Raffle. 
>Ken Gudernatch was trading off new Pennsylvania quarters. 
>The meeting adjourned at 8:59 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted, Mark Sutcliffe, Secretary. 
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METAL DETECTORS - - - MAJOR BRANDS - - - 
ACCESSORIES 

 
J & E ENTERPRISES of S. 

Yarmouth  
 

 
Formerly J & E of Suffield, CT. 

54 Old Main St. / Forest Rd. 
South Yarmouth, MA 02664 

1-508-760-2100 

                          YTC Officers 
 
President, Mike Martin                      860-763-1508 
 
Vice President, Chuck Anderson       860-675-3134 
 
Secretary, Mark Sutcliffe                   860-647-7541  
                                            {Msutcl 1776@aol.com} 
 
Treasurer, Ken Gudernatch               860-568-3464 
Newsletter, Dave Gregorski               860-742-5836 
                                            {DGRookie@aol.com} 

Annual Club Hunt! 
The date has been set - Sunday,   October 
17. Donations are needed for prizes... 
hobby-related items such as coins, 
equipment, jewelry. Please contact club 
officers re. your contributions and /or 
questions. More information will be 
forthcoming in future issues of Probe.   

THING TIP 
Shallow coins may be more easily pinpointed by 
‘detuning’ your metal detector. In effect, this can 
be done by raising the coil slightly higher than 
normal while making your ‘X’. This may not 
help, of course, if the coin is tilted or on edge, or 
if your coil is tilted. (If your detector has a 
Sensitivity adjustment, the same affect can be 
had by decreasing the sensitivity.) Either method 
effectively decreases the diameter of the ‘cone’ 
as it passes over the target.  Ed.                        

Yankee Territory Coinshooters 
Code of Ethics 

Respect the rights and property of others. 
Never destroy historical or archeological artifacts. 
Observe all laws, whether national, state, or local. 
Aid law enforcement officials whenever possible. 

Leave the land and vegetation as it was. 
FILL IN ALL HOLES. 

Remove all trash and litter, take it with you when you 
leave. 

Remember that all coinshooters may be judged by the 
example YOU set. Always conduct yourself with 

courtesy and consideration toward others. 
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COIN GOLD & pre 1900 Phil Lapointe 1880-0 Silver Dollar 

             SILVER   Bob Tulay 1875 Seated Dime 

  Ken Gudernatch 1851 Three Cent Piece 

                  post 1899 NO ENTRY  

    
            OTHER   pre 1900 Dave Gregorski  1778 George III Half Penny 

  Bob Ellis 1803 Large Cent 
                  post 1899 Steve Wente 1980 S.B.A. Dollar 

    
            TOKEN / MEDAL Rick Browne Chuck- E-Cheese Medal 
    
JEWELRY GOLD Rick Browne 10K Gold Mickey Mouse Pin 

    
 SILVER Dave Gregorski International Sterling Silver Ring 

  Steve Wente Sterling Silver Religious Medal 
    
 OTHER Bob Ellis Colonial Cuff Link 

  Phil Lapointe ‘Remember the Maine’ Pin                   
  Bob Tulay Religious Medal 
    
RELIC TOY Don Bogli Toy Cowboy Statue 
  Phil Lapointe Toy Derringer 
    
 MILITARY Carl Muller Revolutionary War “Grapeshot” 
 OTHER Don Bogli Eagle from top of clock 

  Ken Gudernatch ½ plus of Ornate Old Buckle 
  Bob Tulay Belt Buckle 

  Dave Gregorski 12 gauge Re-loadable (Metal) Shotgun 

   Shell Casing 

    
CONSOLATION PRIZE   Phil Skewes 14 K Gold Ring 

BOLD, ITALICS INDICATES THE WINNERS -  submitted by Phil Skewes 6-99 
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  Hello Folks.  Again we had almost a full board, except for post -

1899 gold/silver coins. There were a total of 21 entries with  Relic-
Other having the most. With all this good weather lets get out and see 
what the earth will give up to our searching. Here are the winners. 

By Phil Skewes 

COIN - GOLD/SILVER  PHIL LAPOINTE took his Whites detector  to some private open land and at a     
PRE - 1900   depth of 5 inches he found his winning 1888-O silver dollar. 
 
COIN - GOLD/SILVER  NO ENTRY 
POST - 1899 
 
COIN - OTHER   DAVE GREGORSKI went out with a fellow hunter to a public park. While swing- 
PRE - 1900   ing his Whites detector, he got his first solid signal after more than an hour of 
hunting.            Up came his winning 1778 George III half-penny, at ~4 inches. 
 
COIN - OTHER   STEVE WENTE took his Whites detector out alone on a rainy day to some public  
POST - 1899   open land and found his winning 1980 Susan B. Anthony dollar at a depth of 1 inch. 
 
COIN - TOKEN/MEDAL  RICK BROWNE took his Excaliber to a public salt water area with a couple other  
    club members and found his winning Chuck -E -Cheese medal.  
 
JEWELRY - GOLD  RICK BROWNE wins again with his 10K gold Mickey Mouse pin. After spending  
    the day traversing the shoreline  from Sherwood Island to mid - Rhode Island, he 
    ended up at a fresh water public area in CT, where he found the pin as the sun was 
    going down. Rick and the other three THers also found gold rings that day. 
 
JEWELRY - SILVER  DAVE GREGORSKI also has another winner with his “International Sterling”  
    ‘spoon’ ring. After spending ~3 hours in the hot sun at a playground and soccer field,  
    with only a few modern coins to show for it, he heard a weak but solid signal, which 
    he almost ignored. Backing up 2 steps, he dug down to find the ring at 5 inches. 
 
JEWELRY - OTHER  BOB ELLIS wins in this category with his Colonial Cuff-link that he found in an 
    open field. 
 
RELIC - TOY   DON BOGLI went out with some other people on private land and with his Whites 
    machine, and at 4 inches down he found his winning Toy Cowboy that had a lot of 
    original paint still intact. 
 
RELIC - MILITARY  CARL MULLER was out on private land searching with his Garrett, and at only 2 
    inches down found his winning Revolutionary War ‘Grapeshot’.  
 
RELIC - OTHER   DON BOGLI makes the third double winner this month with his Eagle ornament 
    from the top of a clock. He went with a fellow hunter to a little inn not far from the 
    Connecticut River, and found his winner near the back door. He dates it at pre - 1900 
    because he has one just like it on a clock at home. 
 
CONSOLATION PRIZE  PHIL SKEWES  was the lucky winner with his 14K gold Wedding Band. He was 
    alone at a public beach and found the ring 3 inches down. 
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CT Coastal Access Guide 
 
CT DEP is offering a free ~3 by 4-foot double-sided 
map that identifies 262 public access points along the 
Connecticut coast. Detailed information is included for 
each site, e.g., facilities, activities, restrictions, hours of 
operation. All sites offer adequate parking.  
For a copy: call the DEP Bookstore @ 860-424-3555, 
or call the Office of L.I. Sound Programs @ 860-424-
3034. Copies can also be requested by e-mail at – 
coastal.access@po.state.ct.us 

  Information from a Hartford Courant          
  article submitted by Mark Sutcliffe 

MORE NEW QUARTERS 
 There are three more state quarters that 
will be released in 1999. They are New 
Jersey, Georgia, and Connecticut, which 
will come out in May, August, and 
October, respectively. Just released, 
Pennsylvania's quarter shows 
"Commonwealth", an allegorical female 
figure that is the subject of the statue 
that has sat atop the Pennsylvania 
capitol dome in Harrisburg since 1905. 
Her right arm extends in mercy; her left 
grasps a ribboned mace to symbolize 
justice. There is also a small keystone 
and outline of the state pictured [on the 
coin].  
 New Jersey's [coin] is a rendition of 
Emmanuel Leutze's 1851 painting 
"Washington Crossing the Delaware" which 
shows Washington and some of his troops 
in a boat on their way to attack the 
British at Trenton. Coins are being 
released in the order they ratified the 
U.S. Constitution or entered the Union, 
with Massachusetts' due to be released 
early next year. By the end of 2008, all 
50 states will have had representative 
quarter dollars produced for circulation. 
Coins are being produced in numbers 

Tidbit 
Fresh from our separation from the British monarchy, there was 
strong opposition to using the likeness of the President on a U.S. 
coin. The informal ban remained (with the exception of some 
commemorative coins) until the minting of the Lincoln penny. 

Relic Hunting Is a Respectable Hobby 
 
   The Courant’s May 16 article about relic hunters was 
both slanted and inflammatory [Connecticut section, 
“State’s History Is Taking A Hit From ‘Relic Hunters’ ”]. 
The article equated metal detectorists with looters, grave 
robbers and scavengers. 
   I and my treasure-hunting friends embrace a code of 
ethics based on respect of property. The areas we hunt in 
are left better than we found them (holes filled, trash 
removed). We have aided law-enforcement personnel 
with our expertise and have taken great pains to find the 
owners of lost jewelry. We have worked with 
archeologists on several occasions because of our desire 
to help and our own interest in history.  
   I’m upset that the Courant painted such a dark picture 
of a hobby that’s as fun and challenging as it is socially 
responsible, one that I’m proud to be a part of. 
   David F. Gregorski, Coventry 
[This letter appeared on the May 21 Hartford Courant 
editorial page, and was in response to the article 
reproduced on page 8 of the June Probe. Several 
members suggested I include it here.] 

From the  
“I Hate When That Happens” 

Department 
In sharing the story about my Find of the Month 
halfpenny, I left out an important detail. After digging a 
hole 5 by 8 inches deep, and turning up only a few rusted 
nails, the signal from my White’s was still solid, now 
indicating a ‘dollar’ instead of the initial ‘penny’ reading. 
With my frustration level rising, I got an assist from a 
friend and his electronic pin-pointer. The 1778 George III 
turned up along the wall of the hole, down only 4 inches, 
and it was on edge. Because of its orientation and 
perhaps with an assist from the nails, the White’s 
pinpointed ‘center’ was about 4 ½ inches from the actual 
coin! I was surprised that a signal could be deflected that 
much. I now own an electronic pin-pointer, and it has 
made my THing life much easier.                  Ed. 

THING TIP 

It’s important to keep the control box (of your ‘land’ 
metal detector) clean and dry while digging your finds. 
My first ‘invention’ was to duct-tape a small block of 
wood to the underside of the box, thus keeping it off the 
ground. Cheap yet effective. There are no doubt 
commercial attachments available that do the job. 
Perhaps you have had a creative solution that you can 
share here! 
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Suddenly Within Reach, Millions in Sunken Treasure 
By GORDON ARNAUT 

    A Spanish galleon, known as the Santissima Trinidad, went down in a fierce 1711 hurricane, 
just a few miles west of Havana harbor. Loaded with $400 million worth of gold bullion, silver 
ingots and coins, the ship has lain undisturbed for centuries, guarded by Fidel Castro's 
gunboats since 1959. 

    But the ship is not likely to rest in peace much longer. Last February, at a ceremony 
presided over by Carlos Lage, Cuba's Vice President, and the Ambassador of Canada, Keith 
Christi, a Toronto company was awarded a five-year contract for salvage rights to the treasures 
that lie sunken in Cuba's territorial waters. It will be the first such effort by a Western 
treasure hunting concern. 

    Officials of the company, Visa Gold Resources, are meeting this week in Havana with their 
Cuban joint venture partner, Geomar S.A., to finish plans for an on the water survey intended 
to pinpoint a handful of the galleons that are most historically significant, and most likely 
to hold treasure. The survey is expected to start in December, with the hunt getting under way 
in earnest by March, according to Doug Lewis, Visa Gold's president. 

    By some accounts, Cuban waters contain the richest concentration of sunken Spanish treasure 
anywhere, perhaps tens of billions of dollars in New World riches from the era of European 
conquest. But while that treasure seems tantalizingly within reach, recovering the ships and 
their loot will be a formidable task. For all the sunken treasure around the globe, only a tiny 
fraction has ever been found.  

    Visa Gold's assigned territory (some 1,500 square miles of water off Cuba's northwest 
coast, Havana harbor and a portion of the southern shore of the island), is believed to contain 
as many as 500 sunken galleons, 400 of them in Havana harbor. Mr. Lewis said the company would 
seek "the most likely targets with the largest amount of reported treasure on the ship." Two 
other salvage companies, Terra West, another Canadian company, based in Vancouver, British 
Columbia, and a South African consortium have been given permission to explore Cuban waters for 
sunken treasure. 

    Since the February agreement,Visa Gold's marine archeologist Phill Wright, and Jack 
Haskins, a consultant based in Florida, have been researching archives at Spain's House of 
Trade in Seville and at the Royal Naval Library in London and have been poring through dusty 
historical records in Cuba and Florida. They have pieced together a chronicle of Spanish 
exploitation, tracing the routes of sailing ships between the New World and the Old. Of the 
estimated 13,000 Spanish ships that sailed over a two century period, perhaps as many as half 
sunk before reaching their destination in Seville, many close to Cuba, leaving what, at today's 
values, is as much as $100 billion at the bottom of the sea. 

    "The potential in Cuba is mind boggling," said Patrick J. Clyne vice president of Salvors 
Inc. "It would make Key West look like it didn't have any wrecks at all." Salvors, under the 
direction of the [late] flamboyant treasure hunter Mel Fisher, found Nuesta Senora de Atocha, a 
treasure-laden galleon that sunk off the Florida Keys in 1622, eventually recovering about $400 
million in treasure. For most of the 16th and 17th centuries Havana was the main port of 
commerce for the New World. Its deep harbor was an ideal collection point for Spanish galleons 
that cruised up and down the east coast of South and Central America amassing gold, silver, 
platinum, emeralds and jewels. 

    Visa Gold's deal with Cuba grew out of negotiations lasting two years, according to Mr. 
Lewis, who was a senior Canadian Cabinet minister in the previous Government of Prime Minister 
Brian Mulroney. The deal gives the Cuban Government half of the proceeds of the venture, with 
the balance split evenly between Visa Gold and Geomar, a branch of the Cuban Hydrographic 
Department. "We have what we feel is a fair and workable agreement," Mr. Lewis said. Although 
Canada's Government did not play an official role in the negotiations, the friendly relations 
between the two countries was an important factor in securing the deal, he added. Canada is the 
second largest export market for Cuba, after Russia, and bilateral trade between the two 
countries was $717 million last year. The agreement also breaks new ground in defining, 
beforehand, the legal ownership of recovered treasure. "In other ventures of this kind around 
the world, when the diver comes up from the ocean floor, he is met by a Government lawyer who 
claims it all," Mr. Lewis said. Preserving the historical integrity of the recovered artifacts 
will be a priority of the project and was key to securing the deal, 
he added. In the United States, the relationship between treasure 
hunters and archeologists has long been stormy and salvors 
have often clashed in court with state and Federal 
authorities over claims to their discoveries. 
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 Newport Shipwreck Claimed by State 

By LYNNE TUOHY, Htfd. Courant Staff Writer 
 

T he Rhode Island attorney general's office Monday 
launched an exraordinary legal effort to prevent 

scavengers from raiding the watery grave of a 
shipwreck in Newport Harbor believed to be the vessel 
British Capt. James Cook piloted around the world. 
The H.M.S. Endeavour, one of the greatest navigation-
al ships of the 18th century and the first British vessel to 
visit Australia, is the subject of the effort attempt to seal 
off a sizable portion of the harbor believed to be the 
resting place of the remains of the historic ship. 
The state filed motions in U.S. District Court in Provi-
dence to protect what is believed by marine 
archeologists to be the remains of the Endeavour and at 
least nine other wrecks, in a unique application of 
admiralty and salvage laws. 
"This is the first time, as far as I know, that a state has 
ever claimed a shipwreck under the laws of salvage”, 
said Charlotte Taylor, Rhode Island state underwater 
archaeologist. "This particular wreck is of immense 
symbolic and historic importance, equivalent of the 
Mayflower," Taylor said. 
The ultimate goal of the 1-1/2 inch thick brief filed 
Monday is a federal order barring divers and scaven-
gers from a roughly 7 mile-square area that is the sea 
grave of 10 or more transport ships. They were 
intentionally sunk by the British during the Revolution in 
1778 to hold a French fleet at bay. 
Since word leaked in the Australian press earlier this 
month that the Endeavour may be in Newport Harbor, 
divers have been seen in the vicinity of the wreck that, 
at present, is no more than timbers nosing through silt. 
The discovery and salvage of a historic wreck often 
poses a quandary. To preserve the integrity of the 
wreck, archaeologists prefer to do as much sonar and 
other noninvasive research as possible to know what to 
look for when they excavate. But to gain funding to 
underwrite a costly historic salvage, public attention and 
some credible evidence of the wreck's identity often is a 
prerequisite. 
"We've only nibbled around the edges to find out what 
we're dealing with," said veteran marine archaeologist 
D.K. "Kathy" Abbass, who has been researching the 
sunken transports since founding the Rhode Island 
Marine Archeology Project in 1992. "We have seen 
nothing yet that says it is not her." 
Abbass was searching for a transport named Lord 
Sandwich, whose dimensions bore striking resem-
blance to those of the Endeavour. Her recent research 
of British naval documents in London showed that the    
Endeavour was renamed Lord Sandwich and became a 

Endeavor was renamed Lord Sandwich and 
became a transport ship, carrying German 
mercenaries to fight in the American Revolution and 
later serving as a prison ship in Newport Harbor. 
The 368-ton Endeavour had an inauspicious start 
as a coal carrier, or collier, before the British Navy 
bought it to circumnavigate the globe in Cook's 
search for the rumored seventh continent of Aus-
tralia, and to chart the coastlines of New Zealand. 
Cook, reputed to be the greatest navigator of his 
era, believed a sturdy ship such as a collier was 
needed for the hazardous and lengthy voyage. And 
so the ship that began her career named the Earl of 
Pembroke was renamed, appropriately, The 
Endeavour. From her decks, Cook charted the 
eastern coast of Australia, previously deemed too 
perilous by navigators who had discovered the land 
mass of Australia decades earlier. 
It was Cook's expedition - which included botanists, 
astronomers and other scientists - that anchored 
near what is now Sydney and named Botany Bay 
for its abundance of plant specimens. The 
Endeavour nearly sank after her hull was pierced by 
coral on the Great Barrier Reef, and its planks 
sanded to barely 1/8-inch thick in other spots. After 
months of repairs, she returned to Britain. There 
may be evidence of those repairs if enough remains 
of the wreck in Newport Harbor. 
Rhode Island Attorney General Sheldon White-
house and Assistant Attorney General Michael 
Rubin have asked the court for an emergency 
hearing and an order creating a protective zone 
around the shipwrecks. Such an order would give 
U.S. marshals possession of the vessels. 

                 Submitted by Rich & Carol Janak 

Thanks....to Lenny Papineau, for ‘recycling’ his 
collection of various treasure-related magazines. They 
are in the hands of Jim Groom, our librarian, and will be 
offered in the club auction next November.  Some of 
these date back to the 1980’s, and are interesting  

Tidbit 
By government estimates, Americans lost 20%  
of the coins minted between 1900 and 1950. That 
includes ~ 200 million pounds of silver coins. 
      
                 from Treasure magazine, Dec., 1989 
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Lotto nets GOLD 
 
   When Rick Browne stopped at a local package store 
for his weekly Lotto ticket, he was asked if he could 
help in locating a lost wedding band. Rick went home, 
picked up his detecting gear and with his wife Jane 
headed back for a quick search. Being meeting night, 
there was not much time left to detect. A few rapid 
scans over the primary area yielded three probable 
signals. The first and most repeatable one turned up as a 
one inch square piece of aluminum siding. While 
pinpointing the second target, Jane made Rick stop so 
she could retrieve the ring.... it had come into view as 
Rick disturbed the flower bed's mulch. The soft mulch 
cover had hidden the ring from the owner’s eyes for 
more than a month of searching. The third target is still 
there. 
The thank-you note reads: 
 
Dear Rick, 
 
 I can't thank you enough for taking the time to look 
for my lost wedding band. Not only did you look for it but 
you actually found it! I was amazed. I had given it up for lost 
and replaced it with another band but it didn't have the same 
memories or value as the original. Once again Thank you so 
much... you made me very happy. 
   Peg 

   This was the second returned ring in a week's time 
for Rick and Jane. The first was a 1969 Plainville High 
School ring. High school personnel contacted the 
owner's mother and she called Rick. In conversation, 
Natalie mentioned that she was not aware that her 
daughter had lost her class ring thirty years ago. This is 
Nancy's thirtieth year reunion and she sure will have a 
story to tell about the reunited ring. 
The thank you note reads: 
Dear Mr. Browne, 
    On behalf of my daughter, Nancy, I would like to say thank 
you so much for recovering her High School Class Ring. She 
recalls losing it at [        ] Beach and assumed by now it had 
long been buried deep in the ocean's bed. 
    Here it is 30 years later and it resurfaces and is found by 
you. Fantastic! Again, thanks so much. 
   Natalie Olashaw 
 
[I figured Rick might want to keep his hunting spot a secret...  
of course, now I know where it is!   Ed. ] 
 

XLT PROGRAM OF THE MONTH:          
PASTURE/FIELD PROGRAM  
(For use in sites with little junk and 
few targets)  

Target Volume - 60 //Audio Threshold - 12 //Tone 
(Audio Freq) - 185 //Audio Disc. -  ON //Silent Search 
- OFF //Mixed Mode - OFF //A.C. Sensitivity - 80  
//D.C. Sensitivity - 35 //Backlight - 0 //Viewing Angle 
- 25 //Ratchet Pinpointing -  OFF //S.A.T. Speed - 
7        //Tone I.D. - ON //V.C.O. - ON //Absolute Value 
- OFF //Modulation - OFF //Autotrac - ON //Trac View 
- ON  //Autotrac Speed - 14 //Autotrac Offset - +1 //
Trac Inhibit - ON //Coarse G. E. B. - AUTO //Fine G. 
E. B. - AUTO //Disc. Edit: Accept  34>2, 5>+94 //
Reject  95 >34, +95 //Block Edit - SAME //Learn 
Accept - OFF  //Learn Reject - OFF //Recovery Speed - 
20 //Bottlecap Reject - 1 //Visual Disc. - ON //Icons - 
OFF  //V.D.T. Sensitivity - 85 //D.C. Phase - ON //
Graph Averaging - ON //Graph Accumulating - ON //
Fade Rate - 8 /Transmit Boost -  ON //Transmit 
frequency - 4 //Preamp Gain - 4  
Want to get the best signal from your XLT, if you've 
had a hearing test within the last few years, get a 
written report. Your optimum audio frequency divided 
by 6.5 is the best tone number setting. 
(Re-printed from Colonial Treasure  
Hunter's Association newsletter,   
April '99.) 

Help Protect Our Endangered Species 
 
When you see fences with yellow warning signs 
posted along a saltwater beach, tread lightly, or don’t 
tread at all. Two rare species of birds, the least tern 
and piping plover, nest from April to August, using 
only a shallow depression in the sand. CT DEP urges 
beachgoers not to let pets roam loose, and not to 
leave trash on beaches, since the latter can attract 
predators to chicks. An adult plover may feign injury 
when approached, so if you witness such behavior, 
immediately move away from the area.   
            Information from a Journal Inquirer    
                  article submitted  by Mark Sutcliffe 
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 UPCOMING EVENTS 

1999 Garrett Club Program: Please register all Garrett metal detectors purchased or received 
as gifts during 1999, with Garrett. If you make them aware that you are a member of YTC, 
Garrett will credit the club with 10% of the purchase price.  Obtain an application form from any 
YTC officer. This credit is used to procure the yearly Freedom Ace Give-A-Way detector. This 
is an easy and effective way to support your club! 
July 23rd-24th   - The New England Coin Expo at the Holiday Inn, Exit 12 off I-495 in Mansfield, 
MA. Friday 10 AM to 7PM, Sat. 9:30 AM to 4PM. Call 508-695-1922 for info. 

August 21st-22nd - Civil War Re-enactment (Valley Campaign, Virginia), Wickham Park, 1329 
West Middle Tpke., Manchester, CT.  Normal $2 fee to enter park, plus $5/adult, $3/ages 6-12, 
under 6 free. For more info., call Doris Suessman, 860-568-6178. Sat.,9:30-4, Sun.,9:30-3. 

October 22-24th - 15th Annual FMDAC Treasure Weekend is to be held at the Special Events 
Arena in Laughlin, Nevada. The River Palms Resort and Casino is the hotel of choice (1-800-
835-7903). FMDAC rate is $35/night (Fri. & Sat.), buffets @ $2.29/$3.99/$5.99 (B/L/D). 
Riverside RV Park (1-800-227-3849) has a FMDAC rate of $17/night. Contact Carolyn Garrett 
at (916) 331-7931, or e-mail at cgarrett@aol.com for more information. 

UPCOMING HUNTS 
 
July 3rd-10th - Shreve, OH (Whispering Hills Campground) - Treasure Week 1999, sponsored 
by various metal detector manufacturers and THing clubs in North America. Contact Mona 
Wray at 8376 N 300 West, Seymour, IN 47274, or call 812-497-2537. 
October 2nd- 3rd - Granite State THers Club, at Lake Shore Farm Resort, Northwood, N.H. ; 21st 
Annual Open Hunt - contact Ron W. Pinard, 51 Ox Lane, Epsom, N.H.  03234, (603) 736-8014. 

SIGN-UP FOR: 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 8TH 

RICHARDS GOLD MINE, FAMILY FUN, PANNING, OUTING, LUDLOW, VT. 
COME AND JOIN US FOR A FUN DAY, PANNING GOLD, CHASING YOUR DREAMS FOR 

RICHES. 
“ YOU KEEP ALL YOU FIND “ 

ALL TOOLS ARE SUPPLIED BY RICHARDS MINE.  
(PICNIC AREA AVAILABLE ON SITE.) 

See ANITA or JOHN HUBLEY if you have questions, and/or Call 860-644-9600. 
 
   COST IS $15 EA. FOR 9 PEOPLE OR MORE, LESS THAN 9 IS $25 EA.  THE ONLY EXTRAS THAT YOU MAY 
NEED FOR THIS OUTING ARE BOOTS, AT LEAST KNEE HIGH, AS YOU DIG YOUR MATERIAL FROM A 
BANK AND PAN IN A LARGE WATER HOLE. (Have gloves, ‘bug juice’, and water/beverages handy.) BRING A 
LUNCH, AS THERE IS NO PLACE TO BUY FOOD. THE ONLY AVAILABLE DATE OPEN WAS AUGUST 8TH. 
YOUR ADMISSION TO GET IN MUST BE PAID IN CASH AT THE MINING SITE.    
   LAST YEAR I THINK THAT EVERYONE FOUND GOLD AND HAD A GOOD TIME AS WELL. YOU WILL BE 
PANNING IN A WATER HOLE, AND PROBABLY WOULD LIKE A 5 GAL. PLASTIC PAIL WITH A CUSHION 
TO SIT ON (and a second pail for transporting your diggings). GLASS VIALS FOR YOUR GOLD ARE PROVIDED 
BY RICHARDS MINE.      
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7:00PM 

 
NEXT MEETING 

FIRST CLASS 

MEMBER FEDERATION OF METAL DETECTOR & ARCHEOLOGICAL CLUBS, INC. 

Your input has helped make this newsletter what it is. Thanks to all who have 
contributed their time and energy with articles, stories, newspaper clippings, etc. 
As the ‘cupboard’ is getting a bit bare, I would welcome others to share their 
experiences, tips, or whatever. Others are interested in what you have to say.    
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Minutes of Yankee Territory Coinshooters meeting, July 13, 1999: 
 
>Meeting called to order at 7:09 p.m. with 22 members and 3 guests present including Toni Barrett, 
Jim Haley, and a former member from many years ago, Bill Slater. 
>The Secretary’s Report was accepted as published. 
>The Treasurer’s Report was accepted as read with a balance of $1214.45 plus $255.05 silver 
inventory (purchase cost). 
>State Archaeologist Dr. Nicholas Bellantoni and professional archaeologist Mary Harper will speak 
at the September meeting. 
>We received a thank you note from the Friends of the Office of State Archaeology, thanking us for 
our generous donation ($50) and our support of the Office of State Archaeology. 
>Chuck Anderson is looking for donations for the 5th annual auction in November. 
>Chuck is hoping to line up professional numismatist Bob Moffett to speak on colonial coins and 
exonumia at the October meeting. 
>There will be a club outing this Sunday evening (July 18) at Rocky Neck 5-8 p.m. 
>Ken Gudernatch reported on North East Chapter FMDAC news. There will be a new NE Chapter 
newsletter. White’s industry rep to the Federation has retired and the Quest Editor resigned due to 
lack of time. Secretary Frank Colletti will take over as Quest Editor. Portugal wants to make the use 
of metal detectors by anyone except professional archaeologists illegal. England is now enforcing 
their export laws for removing “finds” from the country without permits. In Milwaukee, WI, you can 
still detect but you cannot dig anything up. Chapter elections are coming up and nominations are 
requested. 
>Chuck Anderson nominated Ken Gudernatch for Treasurer of the North East Chapter FMDAC. 
Seconded by Debbie Martin and approved. 
>Bob Tulay touted the new CT DEP Coastal Access Maps that are free at any state park. 
>John Hubley reminded members of the Gold Panning Trip on August 8th. 
>Refreshment Chairman Ken Krivanec polled members for their drink preferences at the meetings. 
Soda and fruit juices are in, powdered coffee creamer is out. 
>Chuck Wanted To Know what you wanted to find and finally did? 
>>Chuck told about his first silver coins and musket ball. >>Mark told about his first two aquatic 
gold rings. >>Dave’s goal was Barber or Seated Liberty silver, he found British Coppers instead. 
>>Bob found a ½ dime, a 2¢ piece, plus a 2¢ piece and shield nickel in the same hole. >>Bill found a 
gold chain hanging from his searchcoil. >>Don found his first silver ½ dollar. >>Steve found a 
Barber quarter while ground balancing. >>Tom found a seated dime in a new park. >>Dan’s detector 
overloaded and caught fire while over a dozen coins. 
>Attendance Drawing for 1 silver quarter: Charles Goldstein was absent, Phil Skewes won a silver 
dime. 
>50/50 Raffle won by Karel Eyberse. He donated it to the Treasure Chest!! 
>1880 Silver Dollar Raffle also won by Karel Eyberse. 
>Meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m. 
>Respectfully submitted, Mark Sutcliffe, Secretary. 
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ACCESSORIES 

 
J & E ENTERPRISES of S. 
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Formerly J & E of Suffield, CT. 

54 Old Main St. / Forest Rd. 
South Yarmouth, MA 02664 

1-508-760-2100 

                          YTC Officers 
 
President, Mike Martin                      860-763-1508 
 
Vice President, Chuck Anderson       860-675-3134 
 
Secretary, Mark Sutcliffe                   860-647-7541  
                                            {Msutcl 1776@aol.com} 
 
Treasurer, Ken Gudernatch               860-568-3464 
 
Newsletter, Dave Gregorski               860-742-5836 
                                            {DGRookie@aol.com} 

FMDAC to Take Action re.  
Hartford Courant Article 

     Our club (actually, our hobby) has received a 
promise of support from Tony D’Angelo, President 
of the NE chapter of FMDAC (Federation of Metal 
Detector and Archeological Clubs ). Tony 
questioned whether the two rebuttals by State 
archeologists had been printed in the Courant,  in 
response to the May 21 article in that paper which 
depicted metal detectorists as looters and worse.  

     At a minimum, Tony said a board member will 
be sending a rebuttal to the Courant. There will also 
be an attempt to get support from detector 
manufacturers, as “this type of situation is getting 
out of hand and we need their help”.  

Yankee Territory Coinshooters 
Code of Ethics 

Respect the rights and property of others. 
Never destroy historical or archeological artifacts. 
Observe all laws, whether national, state, or local. 
Aid law enforcement officials whenever possible. 

Leave the land and vegetation as it was. 
FILL IN ALL HOLES. 

Remove all trash and litter, take it with you when 
you leave. 

Remember that all coinshooters may be judged by 
the example YOU set. Always conduct yourself 
with courtesy and consideration toward others. 

Our Best Wishes... 
...to Barbara Hambach, following her surgery. 

We hope you are up and around soon. 
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COIN GOLD & pre 1900 Don Bogli 1775 Spanish ½ Real 

 SILVER  Ken Gudernatch 1876-S Seated Half Dollar 

    
                             post 1899 NO ENTRY  

    
            OTHER   pre 1900 Phil LaPointe 1787 New Jersey Cent 

                  Dave Gregorski ~ 1750’s British Copper 

    
                       post 1899 NO ENTRY  
    

            TOKEN / MEDAL Bob Tulay 1930’s Dept. of Wts. & Measures token 
    
JEWELRY GOLD Dave Gregorski 14K Gold St. Michael Medal 
  Bob Tulay 10K 24 inch Gold Chain 

  Ken Gudernatch 14K Bracelet with Fish design 

    
 SILVER Ken Krivanec Silver Ring 
    
 OTHER Phil LaPointe Broach 
    
RELIC TOY Ken Gudernatch Dinosaur hatching from Egg (pewter?) 
  Don Bogli 1946 Cast Car 

    
 MILITARY Carl Muller Marine Coat Button 
    
 OTHER Phil LaPointe Colonial Boot Buckle, Silver Face 
  Dave Gregorski Brass Buckle 
  Ken Krivanec Tag from Hotel (victim of ‘38 hurricane) 
  Bob Tulay Pocket Knife 
    
CONSOLATION PRIZE   Ken Gudernatch 1876-S Seated half Dollar 

BOLD. ITALICS INDICATES THE WINNERS - submitted by Phil Skewes 7-99 
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 Hello Folks:   There were many very nice items brought in by 

several members.  Bob Bogli found quite a few old coins and 
had a hard time deciding what to put on the table.  He settled 
for his Spanish Real.  Phil LaPointe also found a lot of relics & 
coins right in his own yard.  Again most entries were in the 
Relic category with seven items entered.  Here are the winners. By Phil Skewes 

COIN-GOLD/SILVER             DON BOGLI was the winner in this category with his Spanish ½ Real.  He  
Pre-1900                                     was out searching one sunny day with his Whites detector, at a pond where the  
    water level had been lowered because of lack of rain. Several other nice coins   
    were also found. 

Post-1899   NO ENTRY 

COIN-OTHER              PHIL LAPOINTE took his Whites detector out to his own yard 
Pre-1900   and at 5 inches down found his winning 1787 N.J. Cent. 

Post-1899   NO ENTRY  

TOKEN/MEDAL  BOB TULAY went out alone on some private land and found his winner at a  
    depth of 5 inches. A Dept. of Wts. and Measures token from the 1930’s, Bob  
    says these were given to onion farmers to signify that scales had passed in- 
    spection, and could be shown to other agents as proof.   

JEWELRY-GOLD  DAVE GREGORSKI was out on a beach volleyball court by himself, and  
    with his Whites machine got his winning 14K gold St. Michael medal at a depth  
                            of 6 inches. 

JEWELRY-SILVER  KEN KRIVANEC is the winner with his Silver Ring. He found it with his 
    Whites  detector on public land. 

JEWELRY-OTHER  PHIL LAPOINTE , hunting alone on private land, found his winning Broach 
    at a depth of 5 inches. 

RELIC-TOY   KEN GUDERNATCH took his Fisher machine to some open public land and 
    found his winning Dinosaur trinket (pewter?) at a depth of one inch. 

RELIC-MILITARY  CARL MULLER found his Marine Coat Button on some private open land, at 
    a depth of 2 inches. He was out with another hunter, and used his Garretts        
    machine. The Button dates around 1859-1863. 

RELIC-OTHER  PHIL LAPOINTE won with his Colonial Boot Buckle, after a recount of votes  
    revealed an error in his favor. Details not available. 

CONSOLATION PRIZE KEN GUDERNATCH won the drawing for this prize. His winning entry was a 
    1876-S Seated Half Dollar. He found it with his Fisher detector, on private land 
    at a depth of 7 inches. 
     
        [Apologies to Ken Krivanec, for spelling his name any number of ways in the past.] 
 



- 6 - 

AUGUST 
 
FINDING COLONIAL COINS  
by Scott Stone 

Like some TH'rs, I spent many years 
under the misconception that true 
colonial finds were so few and far 
between and so deeply buried that they 
could only be found by chance. Al-
though I dreamed of coins from the 17th 
century, I actively searched out sites 
from the 1800's, which were not only 
more widely available but where finds 
were sure to be more plentiful. Con-
trary to common belief, however, many 
17th century sites still exist and the 
possibility of making early finds is 
very likely.  

The question is, how do you find these 
sites. Your first stop should be the 
old town history book. For years, my 
mistake was in skipping over the boring 
sections on early settlers and jumping 
right to the chapters on "recreation" 
and "schools". You would be amazed at 
how many of the early histories will 
"tour" the town and describe each 
settler's house site and the location 
of cellar holes which no longer exist. 
They also point out the wealth and 
standing of the particular families, 
which can also point to the more pro-
ductive sites. Use a topographic map 
when reading these stories and plot out 
the most likely spots for the sites the 
author describes. Once you've located 
several possible (and undeveloped) 
areas, it's time to ""read" the site 
itself. 

The easiest sites to hunt will be those 
that are still farmed. Not only does 
the plowing continually circulate finds 
to the surface, but the topography will 
be easier to read. The earliest 
settlers usually built their homes near 
navigable rivers and on higher ground. 
Their farm fields were usually small 
and very near to the house. Although 
there will likely be no sign of a 
cellar hole, You will know when you are 
approaching the site because the number 

of targets will increase quite a 
bit. Iron targets will be most 
plentiful and will consist mostly 
of "rose head nails". The non-
iron items usually consist of 
small buckles, thimbles, spoons, 
coins and musketballs, most of 
which are easily dated. These 
targets won't be exceptionally 
plentiful, but they'll tell when 
you've got an old site. The coins 
themselves will likely consist of 
Spanish cobs, British coins, and 
the Massachusetts Tree Coins. 
(Pine tree shillings are not as 
rare as you might think - they 
were actually one of the most 
popular coins in all the 
colonies, and the mint master 
even gave as his daughter's dowry 
her weight in the Pine Trees he 
minted). 

Colonial sites are very hard 
work. Not only do they require a 
lot of research and the per-
mission of the landowner, but you 
can also expect to put in many 
hours of hunting for each note-
worthy find (sometimes 30-50 
hours each). On the bright side, 
though, the best early sites were 
often used continually, and you 
can expect to make many finds 
from the 18th and 190 century as 
well. Besides, the first time you 
pocket some Mass-achusetts silver 
will quickly forget all the times 
you were skunked! 

Tidbit 
In 1938, the U.S. Treasury announced an open 
competition for a new nickel design (Jefferson’s 
head and Monticello had to be included). A $1000 
prize was awarded to the winner. 
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A Treasure Hunting ‘Hat Trick’: 
Three Rings Returned in Three Weeks! 

While detecting at a State Park, and trying to ignore all 
the young kids as one must do, a tearful thirteen-year-
old caught my eye. He seemed to be saying something 
to me, yet I could not make it out over my detector’s 
threshold signal. As I got closer, I heard him mumbling 
something about a lost ring.  
The first three minutes of searching yielded nothing. I 
could hear a prayer being said in the background. Then, 
in eleven seconds, the time it takes to pinpoint, retrieve, 
and return a gold ring, the young man’s trauma was 
over. Carlos had received the gold and black onyx ring, 
with his initials on it, as a birthday gift only hours 
before it had slipped from his finger. I will always 
remember the look on his face and the many ‘thank 
you’s he spoke as he put the ring back on his finger.   

   Submitted by Rick Browne 

[See page 9 of the July Probe for stories about the first 
two rings. This is the kind of stuff that doesn’t make 
the News, but it should. Nice job, Rick.] 

Tidbit 
    An old saying, “All that glitters is not gold”, remains 
just as true today. Modern jewelry may be described as 
‘gold-toned’, but this term refers to color, not gold 
content. The trinkets you find may be ‘layered’ (dipped) 
in gold, which usually wears off fairly easily. ‘Gold-
plated’ pieces have a thicker layer of gold, though the 
gold content may be less than 5%. ‘Gold-filled’ jewelry 
must contain at least 5% gold. 
    Genuine ‘good stuff’ made in the US, should have a 
karat mark stamped on it. Pure (100%) gold is 24-karat, 
and is usually considered too soft for use in jewelry. 18-
karat (18k) pieces are 75% gold, and 25% other metals 
(added for durability). 14k pieces are 58% gold, and so 
forth. In the U.S., 10k gold is the legal minimum 
‘karatage’.  (“Karat” should not be confused with 
“carat”, which is a unit of weight for gemstones.)      Ed.              

Our Condolences... 
...to Walt Movchuk and his family, on the 

passing of Walt’s daughter. 

Excerpt From 
“The Relic Hunter”, by Ed Fedory 
(Western and Eastern Treasures, Aug., ‘99) 

 
   There is a product on the market today which can 
be used to conserve iron relics with the utmost ease. 
Extend is primarily an automotive product and is 
simply painted on the rusty surface to seal it after a 
wire brush has been used to remove any flaking of 
rust. Depending on the thickness and amount of rust, 
a couple of coats may be needed, but if properly 
applied will maintain the relic in its current state, 
without further deterioration, for generations to 
come. No relic hunter should be without a bottle of 
this product. 
   Extend comes in both an aerosol spray can and a 
liquid form. I’ve tried both, and find the thicker 
application of the liquid form to be the most 
effective.  
[Ed. note: I’ve used the liquid form on the rusted springs 
of my boat trailer, after a thorough wire-brushing. A 
slightly darker patina remained, and after applying two 

Excerpt from Thank-you letter 
Dear Mr. Sutcliffe,  
On behalf of the Friends of the Office of State Archeology, 
we would like to thank [YTC] for your generous donation, 
interest, and continued assistance with the Office of State 
Archeology.  
FOSA was organized in 1997 to enhance the efforts of  the 
Office of State Archeology and facilitate the 
accomplishment of state-mandated responsibilities. 
....FOSA volunteers provide education and outreach to 
schools, libraries, and small groups about the Office of 
State Archeology and generate interest in the importance of 
archeological work.  
We are grateful to you for your support of our goals to 
enhance the efforts of the Office of State Archeology. 
Thank you for your continuing support. 
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You Never Know… 
By Dave Gregorski 

 
   Though treasure hunting can present its 

share of disappointments, surprises also occur, some 

of which are pleasant, and some of which are just…

surprises. Late last fall I hunted a freshwater  

Connecticut beach for the first time. I turned up only 

a nickel in the dry sand, but found a number of 

modern coins at various other places within the local 

park. What seemed a popular place was a tree-lined, 

elevated bank along the edge of the small lake. After 

removing a half-dozen clad dimes from near the 

surface, I got a solid ‘quarter’ signal from beneath a 

tree root, but was unable to get at it with my trowel. I 

left knowing the ground would soon freeze, and 

marked the spot in my mind. 

Over the winter, I had visions of returning in the 

spring and uncovering my first Standing Liberty 

quarter (in fine condition, of course), lost when the 

tree was smaller. On the first nice March day, I re-

visited the spot and located the coin again. Armed 

with the proper tools, I spent fifteen minutes until I 

finally popped out…a clad quarter! I chuckled, partly 

to hide my disappointment, and partly to acknow-

ledge the fickleness of THing fate. Since my fall trip, 

however, I had learned that my detector coil was 

waterproof, and I proceeded to hunt the underwater 

beach up to a depth of a foot. I turned up a small 

silver ring, a wheat cent and a few modern coins. So 

sometimes the fates do reward perseverance, but not 

always as you may expect.  

 

      Last fall I also hunted my share of saltwater 

beaches, all above the water line. I never got to one 

that I knew was quite crowded during the summer, 

where access was available only to a small local 

population, unless one was willing to walk across a 

tidal flat for ~ a half mile. Again, my winter 

thoughts contained visions of silver coins in almost 

every scoop. On a sunny day in late February, 

during an extremely low tide, I donned my boots 

and made the trek to this dream beach. I worked it 

high and low for hours, and turned up only pull tabs! 

(I dig everything in sand.) I learned later that a 

fellow club member had worked this beach quite 

heavily in November– and apparently did a nice job. 

   Tired and disappointed, I headed back to beat the 

changing tide, my coil still to the ground as I walked 

slowly along the waterline. Something caught my 

eye in a mound of seaweed. As I passed the coil 

over it, the loud beep from my Whites startled me. I 

moved seaweed and sand and uncovered…a four 

pound (galvanized) Danforth anchor, complete with 

thirty feet of weed-encrusted nylon rope! The label 

was still on one of the flukes, indicating it hadn’t 

been there long. This brightened my day, as the find 

was worth about $25, and was a perfect replacement 

for an identical anchor I’d had to cut loose while 

fishing from my canoe a year earlier. So, it can pay 

to keep at this hobby, depending on how you look at 

it. At a minimum, the rewards are fresh air, sun-

shine, and healthy exercise, plus…you never know. 

[The anchor might have caused some interesting 

comments at the Find-Of-The-Month table!] 
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 FROM ONE ROOKIE TO ANOTHER - "SEEK AND YE SHALL FIND!" 

By Chuck Anderson 

   In my rookie phase of detecting, I tried relic hunting, water hunting,  
beachcombing, coinshooting parks and other public places, searching plowed farm 
fields, and detecting the yards of private homes. Although I've had varying 
degrees of success with each type of detecting, I would suggest that beginners 
pursue the option of detecting the lawns of private homes, prefer-ably old 
homes. These locales provide for a fairly trash-free environment, and many, if 
not the majority of older homesites, have never been detected. My experience is 
that they will usually yield a wealth of old coins, toys, and other interesting 
artifacts. 
 
   Securing permission seems to be the primary reason why many detectorists 
avoid this type of detecting. If the thought of asking permission from a 
homeowner to detect their yard makes you anxious, try to find other club members 
who are more experienced in obtaining permission and team up with them.In 
Connecticut, I have found that many of the owners of older homes are either 
elderly, long time occupants of the site, or younger homeowners who bought an 
older home because they appreciate the age and charm of their house. Either way, 
they are likely to be interested in seeing what items can be found around their 
home. If you approach these people in a friendly, forthright manner and provide 
them some club identification, you stand a very good chance of securing their 
permission to detect. I'd guess that the 'yes to no' ratio is 3 to 1. It is 
simply not as difficult as many people think to gain permission to hunt the 
yards of private homes. 

   As a rookie, these sites will provide you with the enjoyment of many 
detecting "firsts". By hunting lawns in the past year [several years ago], I 
have been fortunate enough to find my first colonial buttons, Indian Pennies, 
Shield and Buffalo Nickels, Barber, Mercury, and silver Roosevelt Dimes, Silver 
Quarters, a Walking Liberty Half, a Radio Premium Ring, Jewelry, Lead Soldiers, 
Toy Cars, and many other desirable items, Recoveries such as these, as well as 
the anticipation of the next solid target, are the reason why many of us detect. 

   Make sure that you enjoy the pleasure that comes with finding items for the 
first time. You may find, as I have, that the recovery of the twenty-fifth Merc, 
although pleasant, isn't quite as sweet a feeling as your first one was. I think 
that this is a natural feeling. One long time detectorist in the club to which I 
belong recently told me that he was actually getting tired of retrieving Indian 
Pennies! As rookies, we have the benefit of feeling elated by finds which 
seasoned detectorists feel are mundane, so enjoy this initial phase of your 
detecting experience. 

One final thought which is always important, but is especially important when 
hunting lawns: USE PROPER DIGGING TECHNIQUES. And don't hunt yards during the 
dry season. Even perfectly cut three-sided plugs will 
discolor if the soil is dry. 
 
  
      (Re-printed from the Treasure Hunter's Gazette.)  
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
1999 Garrett Club Program: Please register all Garrett metal detectors purchased or 
received as gifts during 1999, with Garrett. If you make them aware that you are a member 
of YTC, Garrett will credit the club with 10% of the purchase price.  Obtain an application 
form from any YTC officer. This credit is used to procure the yearly Freedom Ace Give-A-
Way detector. This is an easy and effective way to support your club! 

August 21st-22nd - Civil War Re-enactment (Valley Campaign, Virginia), Wickham Park, 
1329 West Middle Tpke., Manchester, CT.  Normal $2 fee to enter park, plus $5/adult, $3/
ages 6-12, under 6 free. For more info., call Doris Suessman, 860-568-6178. Sat.,9:30-4, 
Sun.,9:30-3. 

August 21st-22nd - National Civil War & Antique Arms Show, Richmond, VA. Over 500 
tables of guns, swords, books, etc. Contact Stephen Silvia @ 540-672-5921, or e-mail: 
show@nstcivilwar.com. Also, Joyce McDaniel @ 540-672-4845. 

October 22-24th - 15th Annual FMDAC Treasure Weekend is to be held at the Special 
Events Arena in Laughlin, Nevada. The River Palms Resort and Casino is the hotel of 
choice (1-800-835-7903). FMDAC rate is $35/night (Fri. & Sat.), buffets @ $2.29/$3.99/
$5.99 (B/L/D). Riverside RV Park (1-800-227-3849) has a FMDAC rate of $17/night. 
Contact Carolyn Garrett at (916) 331-7931, or e-mail at cgarrett@aol.com for more 
information. 

UPCOMING HUNTS 
 
October 2nd- 3rd - Granite State THers Club, at Lake Shore Farm Resort, Northwood, N.H. 
; 21st Annual Open Hunt - contact Ron W. Pinard, 51 Ox Lane, Epsom, N.H.  03234, (603) 
736-8014. 

October 17th (Sunday) - Annual YTC Club Hunt, more info. to follow. Please... we need 
donations for prizes - hobby-related items like coins, equipment, jewelry. Contact club 
officers re. your contributions and/or questions.  

Special event 
Our club has actively supported the CT Children’s Place with various donations (see the May 
Probe for their “Wish List”). We will have an opportunity for a more personal connection 
with these children, as Debbie Martin is coordinating a ‘hands-on’ treasure hunting day at the 
facility. Volunteers from the club are welcome and indeed needed. Details are being worked 
out. We will have an opportunity to share our hobby with these kids, and perhaps just as 
important to show them an alternative to the abuse and neglect they have received at the hands 
of adults. All we have to do is be ourselves. At this time, a weekend-day in mid-September is 
being considered. It should be a fun day, and details will follow in the next Probe. 
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from the CT Children’s Place in Warehouse Point. They have had a tough 
life, and perhaps we can brighten their day by sharing our hobby with 
them. Save Sunday, Sept. 19...see details on page 10. 
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treasury. See page 9 for current auction list. 
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Minutes of Yankee Territory Coinshooters meeting September 14, 1999: 
>Meeting called to order at 7:02 p.m. with 33 members and 2 guests present. 
>Secretary’s Report accepted as published. 
>Treasurer’s Report accepted as read with a balance of  $1107.37. 
>Announced the coin show and hunt sponsored by the Discover Rhode Island Treasures club. 
>Chuck Anderson was peddling FMDAC Treasure Weekend raffle tickets. 
>Chuck is also looking for donations for the November Auction. 
>Mike Martin reminded members of the event at the CT Children’s Place Sept. 19th. 
>The October 17th club hunt and picnic will be held at the Krivanec’s hilltop grounds. Donations are needed. The hunt fee is 
$15 with a cutoff date one week before the hunt. 
>Attendance Drawing for 3 silver quarters: Richard Mac Robbie was absent; Bob Collins won a dime. 
>Challenge Master John Hubley reported that Bob Tulay reached Level 2 of the Challenge. 
>Ken Krivanec won the 50/50 Raffle and donated half of his winnings to the October Hunt. 
>Bob Ellis won the 1886 Silver Dollar Raffle. 
>Chuck Anderson introduced the evening’s program: a lively discussion of metal detecting and archaeology with State 
Archaeologist Dr. Nick Bellantoni and professional archaeologist Mary Harper. The forum was prompted by the anti-
detectorist article published in the Hartford Courant in March. 
     Nick began by stating that archaeological site vandalism is a problem in Connecticut. Indian relic hunters, bottle diggers, 
detectorists, and sport divers all cause damage to archaeological sites, one case being the Rev. War army camp at Reservoir 
#6 in West Hartford. He tries to create public awareness of what is significant, why we need to protect arch. sites, and why 
we need to work together. The Courant reporter ignored his comments about the club’s good working relationship with him, 
and the other types of site “vandalism.”  
     When asked what constitutes a significant archaeological site, he replied that the National Register of Historic Places 
establishes the criteria for an arch. site. The federal standards say that a site must have the “potential to yield important 
information from the past”. This definition allows for much interpretation. He also said that the integrity of the site—the 
spatial relationships of the artifacts, is important. 
     We should not hunt cellar holes in the state forests because they are or might be archaeological sites. Cellar holes and 
ruins on state land are all protected unless they have been analyzed and deemed not of historic or archaeological interest. 
The State will not attempt to legislate private property, however, and Nick has no jurisdiction on private property except for 
human burials. 
     Artifacts from the “plow zone” in a farm field are of less significance than those lying in undisturbed soil at greater 
depths. Mary said that surface artifacts give important clues to the presence of archaeological sites, however. Thus, what 
seem to be random scattered artifacts might indicate a deeper archaeological site. She and Nick urged us to notify the Office 
of State Archaeology when we think we have stumbled upon an old site and donate our finds (with the information about 
where they were found) to the Office. That will assist them in the future when developers want to build on the site—the 
State Archaeologist will be aware of the presence of a site and try to convince the developer to leave the arch. site 
undisturbed. The ultimate goal is to leave arch. sites undisturbed virtually forever because future archaeologists will have 
scientific methods far superior to ours and be able to glean more information from the sites.  
     Several members brought up the point that many of the metal artifacts we uncover are only 200 years old and are already 
disintegrating in the ground. Others mentioned the poor history some archaeologists have about publishing their findings 
and storing the artifacts. 
     Nick suggested that we participate in Archaeology Awareness Week 2000 next October to show how responsible 
detectorists donate their time to helping the archaeological community. 
Editorial Comment: It appears that there is and always will be a wide gulf between detectorists and professional 
archaeologists. The pro’s have been taught that virtually anyplace is a potential archaeological site, especially if you can 
find “material remains of past human existence” more than 50 years old. It will be very difficult, if not impossible, to 
convince them that relatively few sites are of real significance or will ever be investigated scientifically. Our best hope is to 
cooperate with them as much as is practical without compromising our objectives (of winning the Find-of-the-Month 
Contest). We are fortunate to have such a good relationship with the State Archaeologist. We could otherwise have a 
situation like Pensacola, Florida has where detecting is prohibited within the town limits—Mark S. 
>Meeting adjourned 9:00 p.m.  Respectfully submitted, Mark Sutcliffe, Secretary. 
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Yankee Territory Coinshooters 
Code of Ethics 

Respect the rights and property of others. 
Never destroy historical or archeological artifacts. 
Observe all laws, whether national, state, or local. 
Aid law enforcement officials whenever possible. 

Leave the land and vegetation as it was. 
FILL IN ALL HOLES. 

Remove all trash and litter, take it with you when 
you leave. 

Remember that all coinshooters may be judged by 
the example YOU set. Always conduct yourself 
with courtesy and consideration toward others. 

TIDBIT 
The ‘Walking Liberty’ half dollar and the 
‘Mercury’ Dime were both designed by German 
immigrant Adolph Weinman, and were first 
minted in 1916. The obverse (front) of the dime is 
actually a representation of Liberty, the wings 
intending to symbolize liberty of thought. The 
mint marks on the half dollar, for 1916 and some 
of 1917, are located on the obverse below the 
motto “In God We Trust”. Both coins contain 
90% silver, and are two of the more distinctive 
and beautiful pieces of American coinage.  
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COIN GOLD & pre 1900 DON BOGLI 1652 Pine Tree Six Pence   

 SILVER  post 1899 BOB TULAY           1943 Walker Half 

  Chuck Anderson 1912-D Barber Dime 

            OTHER   pre 1900 STEVE WENTE    Conn. Copper, Draped Bust facing left 

  Mark Sutcliffe 1852 Large Cent 

                 post 1899 BOB MILLS 1955 50 Centavos 

            TOKEN / MEDAL DAVE GREGORSKI 1908 Commemorative Medal, opening of 
Bulkely Bridge in Hartford 

    
JEWELRY GOLD RICK BROWNE Gold Ring With a Ruby and Diamonds 

  Donna Ketchin 22 inch 14K Necklace with Religious 

    
 SILVER CHUCK ANDERSON Sterling Silver Ring 

    
 OTHER DAVE GREGORSKI Pierced Ear Ring (Christmas Wreath 

  Bob Tulay Junk Ring 

    
RELIC TOY KEN MACMINAGIL Metal Soldier 

  Dave Gregorski Wooden Locomotive  

    
 MILITARY BOB TULAY Regimental Medal,13th Regiment,   

  Steve Wente NY State Militia Buttons 

  Mark Sutcliffe WWII 1943 20mm Shell 

    
 OTHER NANCY WEBB Flint Lock Pistol 

    
CONSOLATION PRIZE   Chuck Anderson 1912 Barber dime 

BOLD. ITALICS 
INDICATES THE 

WINNERS     
submitted by Phil 

Skewes 9-99 
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Hello Folks:   Again we had a nice display of items in all categories, fairly evenly  distributed across  
across the table.  Details may be a little sparse because the batteries went dead in my recorder so I have to rely on 
the entry data .   
 
COIN-GOLD/SILVER DON BOGLI wins this category again this month with his Pine Tree Six Pence 
Pre-1900                         marked 1652.  He was hunting on private property with fellow hunters when his  
   Whites machine showed a target at a depth of 4 inches.    
 
Post-1899  BOB TULAY found his winning 1943 Walker Half using his 1280 detector 
   at a depth of 12 inches.   
 
OTHER   STEVE WENTE  was out with a couple other hunters on some open private 
Pre-1900  land and using his Whites detector he found his winning entry of a 1787 
   Connecticut Copper with Draped Bust Facing Left. It was only 2 inches deep.  
 
Post-1899  BOB MILLS also was out on open private land with a fellow hunter using 
   his Whites Quantum XT where he found his winning 1955  50 Centavos Coin. 
 
TOKEN/MEDAL DAVE GREGORSKI took his Whites Classic ID out alone to some public land  
   and at a depth of 4 inches he found his winning entry of a Commemorative 
   Medal of the Opening of the Bulkeley Bridge in Hartford.  He also by coinci-                                     
   dence spotted a write-up in a newspaper describing the 1908 celebration, which 
   he displayed with his medal.   
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
JEWELRY-GOLD RICK BROWNE  says he traveled about 1100 miles searching for a good find  
   but didn't have much luck.  Then a fellow hunter (the next day) asked him to go 
   to a local public fresh water spot "Just over the hill" from his home where 
   he found his winning Gold Ring with a nice Ruby and several Diamonds.   
 
JEWELRY-SILVER CHUCK ANDERSON went to the salt water on an overcast day with others  
   where he found at a depth of 8 inches his Sterling Silver Ring. 
 
JEWELRY-OTHER  DAVE GREGORSKI  took his Whites machine to a public park one                                      
   sunny day and found his winner of a Pierced Ear Ring with a Christmas 
   Wreath design.  It was down two inches, in the same hole as a penny. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
RELIC - TOY  KEN MACMINAGIL went out alone with his Whites 6000DI one overcast  
   day to some private land and at a depth of 5 inches he found his winning  
   metal toy soldier. 
 
RELIC - MILITARY BOB TULAY is the winner in this catagory.  While out alone with his  
   TEK detector he found at two inches down his Regimental medal inscribed 
   13th Regt. Hang NY 1st Inf. CNG. 
 
RELIC - OTHER  NANCY WEBB was out alone on a sunny day and on some open land she 
   saw a dirt pile and decided to check it out.  Using her Garrett machine at 2  
   inches into the pile she found her winning entry of a Flint Lock Pistol. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

By Phil Skewes 
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On Time Travel and Other Neat 
Things 

By Dave Gregorski 
 
   How would you like to own a time machine, one 
that would take you back to simpler times, when a 
nickel clutched in your hand felt as precious as 
gold, or when the Sunday afternoon church picnic 
was the social event of the week? Those times were 
simple partly from the lack of electronic 
distractions, and partly because basic living was 
pretty much a full-time job. The pursuit of ‘fun’ 
was not as focused as it is today. Fun was more a 
by-product of living, and was more memorable 
because it stood out. Fun was more about letting go 
than striving, more about people than things.  
   Next time you go treasure hunting, think of your 
detector as a time machine. That once-familiar 
beach has been eroded by a storm, exposing pilings 
that hint at docks and jetties you never knew 
existed. ‘Black sand’ covers the upper beach, at the 
edge of the eroded ‘cut’. Who lived and played 
here before the forces of nature covered this over? 
You get a solid ‘penny’ signal that comes from an 
ornate bronze hair barrette, that you immediately 
recognize as ‘old-fashioned’. Did it belong to a shy 
dark-haired girl, not quite comfortable in that 
‘daring’ bathing suit? You dig an iron signal 
because somehow it sounds different. Out pops a 
plain green and red toy locomotive – made of 
wood, of all things. (The fixed wooden wheels had 
‘chrome’ hubcaps on them, identical to the 
‘headlight’.) The paint has aged well, considering 
where it had been, with fine cracks but no peeling. 
Imagine – a toy on which nothing moved! 
Technology is not a substitute for a great 
imagination – that 8-year-old boy in the banded t-
shirt played for hours with his train before being 
distracted, and losing it in the sand. 
   The coins in one stretch are lying on the surface, 
or barely covered so that their outline is noticed 
once your detector ‘beeps’. A few wheat pennies 
show up, but the silver you expected to find is 
either deeper still, or somewhere else. As you 
ponder this, you wonder if people of an earlier age 
took better care of their money, as it was scarcer 
and worth more. 
   You rush a bit as the tide begins encroaching on 
your ‘hot’ area. A scratchy low-end signal reveals a 

fishing spinner that was at one time a revolutionary 
invention for luring fish to bite, long before the age 
of life-like plastic bait imitations with scent and 
vibration. Though bent out of shape, it’s a reminder 
that man has always tried to improve on nature, even 
re. the ‘basic worm’. 
   As the hunting day ends, you have mixed feelings. 
After a tide or two, much of the missing sand will be 
replaced. Treasures you haven’t gotten to will be re-
buried. Yet they will remain hidden treasures for 
yourself or another future hunter. Maybe some day, 
a newer ‘time machine’ may give a few extra inches 
of depth, and expose treasures of this decade, a 

Amazing But True! 
By Dave Gregorski 

 
   Saltwater beach dynamics are both a mysterious 
and fascinating phenomenon. I knew that coins (and 
other stuff) are continually moved around, 
uncovered, and buried. But as no two beaches are 
alike, it’s been hard for me to see a consistent 
pattern, even after ~200 hours of hunting above the 
waterline.  

   In mid-September I witnessed something that is 
still hard to believe. I was hunting parallel to the 
receding water. Occasionally a wave would slowly 
climb the gentle slope, causing me to do a poor 
imitation of those little birds with fast feet, that feed 
in the surf. Targets were sparse, but I finally got a 
solid ‘quarter’ signal. Out of the corner of my eye I 
saw water approaching, and as I moved back (my 
White’s doesn’t like contact with salt water), I 
marked the target spot relative to a rock (the coin 
was not visible). When the wave receded, the signal 
appeared to go with it! Disbelieving, I scanned from 
all directions, and as I widened the pattern, the 
signal ‘appeared’ about a foot from the original 
location! And the quarter was in that new spot, 
down 3 inches.     
    
   My theory is, that the sand became very porous 
(even suspended) with the incoming wave, and the 
‘current’ of the outgoing water dragged the quarter 
toward the sea. Any other ideas? Maybe it’s time to 
bury a coin with a tiny transmitter attached, to 
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Alabama Man Finds Gold Coins  
(Jar containing coins found while digging hole) 

 
 
 
   A west-central Alabama man found a jar containing 276 pre-Civil War 
coins while digging a posthole on his property last year, according to a 
published report in the Tuscaloosa News. Reader Gerald B. Ramsey Sr. of 
Cottondale, Ala., sent Coin World a clipping from the March 14 edition of 
the newspaper. The story reports on the find of Northport, Ala., resident 
Steve Webb. According to the report, Webb and his father, Simon, were 
digging postholes for a privacy fence around his back yard when the 
posthole digger struck the jar last April. The newest coin was from 1960; 
the oldest were three French coins from 1746. The jar included five $2.50 
gold quarter eagles, some minted before Alabama was ratified as a state 
in 1819, and three gold dollars. There were 190 silver half-dollars and 
64 quarter dollars. Three of the coins are Spanish silver dated as early 
as 1826.  

   Webb could not be reached for comment. Telephone calls to a number 
listed for his residence were greeted by an automated message saying the 
number had been disconnected. According to the newspaper report, Steve 
Webb contacted his former coach at the University of Alabama. Former 
Crimson Tide coach Gene Stallings, who collects weapons and badges, 
arranged to have the coins appraised in Texas, the newspaper reported. 
Northport historian Marvin Harper was quoted as speculating that the jar 
might have been buried by a local merchant named William Louis Christian 
before he went to fight in the Civil War. The presence of the Spanish and 
French coins could be an indication that they belonged to the merchant, 
he said. 

   The family sold the home in 1864, and the coins, whether they were 
Christian's or not, were never retrieved. Tuscaloosa coin dealer Doug 
Thigpen was quoted as saying the worth of Webb's find depends on a 
variety of factors, such as condition, where they were minted and the 
history behind them. Contacted by Coin World, Thigpen, owner of TNT 
Hobbies, said he has not seen any of the coins, but has no doubt to the 
authenticity of the find, Webb told the newspaper that a New Jersey 
dealer offered to visit and appraise the coins, but Webb told him to 
wait. He hopes to sell the coins to someone in the Northport or 
Tuscaloosa area and donate some to the Northport Museum when it opens 
next year. "It would be nice to keep the history in the area," he told 
the newspaper. 

 
                 (Reprinted from Coin 
World.) 
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Haunted House Reveals Treasured Secrets 

   Egg Harbor Township, NJ – While hunting at an 
old haunted house with their new Garrett detector, 
Michael and Margaret Taylor were disappointed 
at the day’s treasure discoveries until they got 
home and Michael examined a heavy black stone 
they had found. He thought it might be lead, but it 
proved to be much harder than lead. In fact, when 
he cleaned it up with a wire brush the chunk of 
“lead” turned out to be a silver nugget.                                                                            
Excerpts reprinted from The Garrett Searcher, 

Kids ‘R’ Us 
   On a beautiful Sunday afternoon, ten YTC volun-
teers (with their detectors) visited The Children’s 
Place in Warehouse Point. After a picnic lunch 
(including desserts brought by the guests),  Mike 
Martin gave a brief but thorough introduction on the 
basics of treasure hunting, to an audience of ~ 35 
children.  
   The kids (including the ten taller ones) then 
descended on the designated humting area. Further 
instructions were shortened by the excitement of the 
residents, wanting to get their hands on a detector. 
‘Beeps’ resounded from every corner, and were 
often obscured by screams, giggles, and other 
delighted behavior.  
   The original ending time was extended by a half-
hour, because no one wanted to leave. All finds 
(including an Indian cent, a ‘walker’ half, a 
Connecticut button, and various artifacts) were kept 
by the children for a display. It is hard to say who 
got the most out of the day. Thanks to Mike and 
Debbie Martin for making this possible.     

You Never Know… 
By Dave Gregorski 

   I was in the middle of a short ‘beach hunting’ 
vacation, and doing quite well. I began to pride 
myself re. how well I was reading the beaches. 
Looking up from my digging, I noticed a hunched-
over older woman swinging a detector high up on the 
beach – she obviously didn’t know what she was 
doing.  

   After an hour of pocketing coins, I walked over to 
the woman to say hi, and perhaps to offer her some 
sage advice. With great enthusiasm, she shared what 
a fine day she was having. Pulling out a tattered cloth 
change purse – the kind with a snap closure – she 
rummaged through some coins and extracted a 
beautiful 14K gold ring, with stones inlaid to give a 
butterfly design. She then told me she’d been doing 
this for 22 years, starting at age 50, when “just a kid”.  

   A feeling of humility began to creep over me, 
wondering what so many years of detecting must 
have been like, and noting what a ‘pup’ I was 
compared to her. I hoped that in my future, I might 
maintain even half her level of enthusiasm. (After 
one year in this wonderful hobby, I had already 
acquired a bit of that ‘hunched-over’ look!) A lesson 

Words of Wisdom 

-A closed mouth gathers no feet. 

-I started with nothing. I still have most of it. 

-If all is not lost, where is it? 

-When did my wild oats turn to prunes & all-

bran? 

-Funny, I don’t remember being absent-minded. 

-It is easier to get older than it is to get wiser. 

-The first rule of holes: If you are in one,                       

stop digging! 

[From the Indian Territory Treasure Hunters Club 

newsletter, Sept., ‘99, (Roger Whiteside)] 
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YTC AUCTION LIST 

For November 9, 1999 
 
Item #    Description                                                                                                      Est. Value 
1.           New Wilcox All Pro 300 Knee-high Diggibg Trowel.                                         $20.00 
2.           Garrett Gravity Trap Plastic Gold Pan.                                                   $12.00 
3.           Large Container of Detected Memorial Cents.                                                           $45.00 (Approx.) 
4.           Large Box of Old Metal Detecting Magazines.                                                                 $5.00 
5.           Unused Mineral/Artifact Specimen Tray - Black w/50 containers.                                 $13.00 
6.           Unused 8" x 12" Ryker Display Box.                                                                                  $4.00 
7.           Unused 8" x 12" Ryker Display Box.                                                                      $4.00 
8.           1700 King William III British Halfpenny - G.                                                                      $10.00 
9.           1739 King George II British Halfpenny - G.                                                               $4.00 
10.         Group of 3 Canadian Tokens, 1812 - 1855, G - F.                                                         $7.00 
11.         1854 Canadian New Brunswick Token - F.                                                                  $9.00 
12.         1854-O Seared Liberty Dime - F.                                                                                       $9.00 
13.         Brass 1850's Merchant Token - Foster & Perry, Grand Rapids, Michigan - G.          $5.00 
14.         CT Civil War Token (1863) - A.W. Wallace's Bakery, Bridgeport. - AU.                        $12.00 
15.         1883 "No Cents" U.S. Nickel - AU.                                                                                    $12.00 
16.         Mystery Treasure Chest (Bidder will receive the contents of the chest only!)             $15.00 (minimum) 
17.         5 oz. Can of Never Dull Jewelry Cleaner.                                                                    $4.50 
18.         1940's Sterling Spoon Ring.                                                                                            $5.00 
19.         WWII Era Sterling Coin Bracelet - 32.7 grams of Sterling Silver.                              $8.00 
20.         Wave Style Women's Sterling Bracelet.                                                                        $5.00 
21.         16" Sterling Chain.                                                                                                         $7.00 
22.         1896 Barber Quarter - VG.                                                                                          $4.00 
23.         6 Assorted Barber Dimes, 1898 - 1916, G - VG.                                                         $6.00 
24.         3 Walking Liberty Half Dollars, 1936 - 1945, VG.                                                     $6.00 
25.         1942 License Plate Key Tag.                                                                                              $2.00 
26.         1950's Mister Softee Safety Club Pin.                                                                             $1.00 
27.         1958 Canadian British Columbian Commemorative Dollar - .800 Silver - XF.               $4.00 
28.         1959 Canadian Voyageur Dollar - ,800 Silver - XF.                                                     $4.00 
29.         1968 Franklin Mint Presidential Coin Set (36 Tokens).                                            $10.00 
30.         1999 One oz. Silver Walking Liberty Dollar Coin.                                                         $9.00 
                                        End of Sale - Thanks for supporting YTC. 

For several years, Chuck Anderson has organized and run an auction, to raise 
money for YTC’s treasury. This has been no small task, as it involves 
acquiring, cataloging, and displaying items donated by club members. The 
following list is a preliminary one, and it is hoped that you, as a YTC 
member, would donate a suitable item to lengthen this list. Chuck’s phone 
number is located on page 3, if you have questions and/or a donation. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
1999 Garrett Club Program: Please register all Garrett metal detectors purchased or 
received as gifts during 1999, with Garrett. If you make them aware that you are a member of 
YTC, Garrett will credit the club with 10% of the purchase price.  Obtain an application form 
from any YTC officer. This credit is used to procure the yearly Freedom Ace Give-A-Way 
detector. This is an easy and effective way to support your club! 

October 22-24th - 15th Annual FMDAC Treasure Weekend is to be held at the Special Events 
Arena in Laughlin, Nevada. The River Palms Resort and Casino is the hotel of choice (1-800-
835-7903). FMDAC rate is $35/night (Fri. & Sat.), buffets @ $2.29/$3.99/$5.99 (B/L/D). 
Riverside RV Park (1-800-227-3849) has a FMDAC rate of $17/night. Contact Carolyn Garrett 
at (916) 331-7931, or e-mail at cgarrett@aol.com for more information. 

UPCOMING HUNTS 
 
October 17th (Sunday) - Annual YTC Club Hunt, to be held at Ken Krivanec’s place. Hunt 
fee is $15, with a cutoff date one week before the hunt. Tokens retrieved will be exchanged 
for prizes. Please... we need donations for prizes - hobby-related items like coins, 
equipment, jewelry. Contact club officers re. your contributions and/or questions.  

CTHA FIELD TEST RESULTS 
   We had a field test [of many of the machines that our members use] at the  
May meeting. Members were asked to use their detectors to pick up a  
variety of targets on the ground. We used a dime, a half dollar, and a  
small gold ring. The results in inches at which a clear signal was  
heard: 
        DIME       HALF DOLLAR    GOLD RING 
Fisher CZ-5   11.5"   12.25"   1” 
Garrett    8"    9.25"   7" 
Minelab SD    9”        11”        5.75" 
Minelab Sovereign  9.5”   11”    6" 
Tesoro Lobo   6"   8.25"   7.5" 
Shadow    7.5”   10"    5.5" 
White's XLT   7.5”    11"    5.5" 

   The results indicate a few interesting things. First, all are decent  
machines, however certain machines are better for certain items. The  
Fisher did exceptional on coins for example, yet did not pick up a gold  
ring. The Tesoro was not as good at coins, yet picked up a small item  
incredibly well. These results generally confirm some anecdotal reports  from 
members. The Fisher is good for larger targets and coins, the  
Tesoro is good for small signals. Take the results with a grain of salt  
since the machines may not have been at their optimal settings, no  
headphones were used, the test was an air test rather than a ground  
test, and there is a margin of error in how Scott measured the distances. 

[From the Colonial Treasure Hunters Association newsletter, July, ‘99] 
 
[Ed.note - I invite YTC members to offer their own opinions re. the above, from 
their own experience. That might be helpful to the newer THers in the club.] 
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Minutes of Yankee Territory Coinshooters meeting October 12,1999: 
 
>The meeting was called to order at 7:08 p.m. with 30 members in attendance.  
>The Secretary's Report was accepted as published.  
>The Treasurer's Report was accepted as read with a balance of $1084.68 plus silver inventory of 
$237.40 purchase cost.  
>Chuck Anderson now has e-mail. His address is AndersonChuck@cs.com.  
 
Old Business:  
>Chuck Anderson displayed the lots for the November Auction. John and Anita Hubley volunteered to 
assist.  
>The Fall Hunt and Picnic is Sunday, Oct. l7th. First hunt is at 10 a.m. Bring a dish.  
>Chuck still has FMDAC Raffle tickets for sale.  
>Chuck proposed a registry called "Detectorists Seeking Hunting Partners" to hook up members look-
ing for others with whom to go detecting. More info. to follow.  
>Club rosters are available. If you would like one contact Mark Sutcliffe at 860-647-7541 or email 
MSUTCL1776@aol.com.  
>Mike Martin reported that the hunt and picnic at the Connecticut Children's Place was a success. 12 
members attended. One resident ran away. Finds included a Walking Liberty Half Dollar; 2 silver 
quarters, a silver dime and a WWII nickel in one hole; Indian Head Cents, an 1880's Connecticut mili-
tary button, and a sleigh bell. It was a fun and rewarding experience.  
>Mike also reported that the Granite State Hunt in New Hampshire was very nice. It was followed up  
by an excellent article in the local newspaper.  
 
New Business:  
>Mike will be investigating the possibility of hunting a field in the South Windsor meadows.  
>John Hubley moved to appropriate $75 for food for the Fall Hunt. Seconded by Donna Ketchin and 
passed.  
>Donna Ketchin volunteered to bring meat platters to the Christmas Party.  
>Debbie Martin moved to appropriate $125 to purchase food, etc. for the Christmas Party. Seconded 
by Richard MacRobbie and passed.  
>Quartermaster Richard MacRobbie is taking orders for club name badges. They are $6 plus $2 ship-
ping unless picked up on Cape Cod. His number is 860-742-0706.  
>Our scheduled speaker, colonial numismatist Bob Moffett was unable to attend, so Chuck Anderson 
made an impromptu presentation on colonial coins. The pre-revolutionary coins we find are primarily 
British copper and Spanish silver because of the great quantities that those countries minted and used 
for commerce in the American colonies. Much of the British silver was returned to England in the form 
of tax payments. Due to the shortage of small change, many counterfeit British half-pennies and copper 
tokens circulated in America. Many of the counterfeit halfpennies are actually more valuable than the 
real ones. One can generally tell the counterfeits because they are underweight. Genuine George IN 
half-pennies were only minted from 1770-1775 in the colonial period. Chuck advises placing freshly 
dug coppers in distilled water ASAP, then carefully rinsing off the dirt, soaking in olive oil for 1-2 
weeks then treating with several coats of petroleum jelly to prevent further corrosion. A couple of coats 
of silicone grease may be applied at the end. Bob Tulay advised that ammonia will remove blotches of 
green corrosion, but cautioned that it must be used very carefully. Removal of the corrosion will often 
leave the coin pitted.  
>Ken Gudernatch announced that North East Region FMDAC elections were postponed one month 
due to problems getting enough qualified nominees.  
>Challenge Master John Hubley announced that Mark Sutcliffe reached Level I and Rick Browne 
reached Level 2.  
>Richard MacRobbie won the Attendance Drawing for 4 silver quarters.  
>Phil LaPointe won the 1882 Silver Dollar Raffle.  
>Mike Martin won the 50/50 Raffle.  
 
.Meeting adjourned at 9:14 p.m.  
Respectfully submitted, Mark Sutcliffe, Secretary. 
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Welcome to our 
newest members 

 
Dana Anderson (Avon) 

Linda Capodicasa (Glastonbury) 

Don MacIver (Terryville)  

Jack Rice (East Hartford) 

 

 
[Good hunting, and may treasure    

come from where you least expect 
it.] 

METAL DETECTORS - - - MAJOR BRANDS - - - 
ACCESSORIES 

 
J & E ENTERPRISES of S. 

Yarmouth  
 

 
Formerly J & E of Suffield, CT. 

54 Old Main St. / Forest Rd. 
South Yarmouth, MA 02664 

1-508-760-2100 

                       YTC Officers 
 
President, Mike Martin                      860-763-1508 
 
Vice President, Chuck Anderson       860-675-3134 
                                        {andersonchuck@cs.com} 
 
Secretary, Mark Sutcliffe                   860-647-7541  
                                        {Msutcl 1776@aol.com} 
 
Treasurer, Ken Gudernatch               860-568-3464 
 
Newsletter, Dave Gregorski               860-742-5836 
                                        {DGRookie@aol.com} 

Yankee Territory Coinshooters 
Code of Ethics 

Respect the rights and property of others. 
Never destroy historical or archeological artifacts. 
Observe all laws, whether national, state, or local. 
Aid law enforcement officials whenever possible. 

Leave the land and vegetation as it was. 
FILL IN ALL HOLES. 

Remove all trash and litter, take it with you when you 
leave. 

Remember that all coinshooters may be judged by the 
example YOU set. Always conduct yourself with 

courtesy and consideration toward others. 
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COIN  GOLD & pre 1900 NO ENTRY 
   SILVER   post 1899` CHUCK ANDERSON 1913 High Grade Barber Dime  
 
     Dave Gregorski  1942 Mercury Dime, 1940 Penny 
                                                                                             and Religious Medal all in same hole 
                                                                                                                                       
     Mark Sutcliffe    1959 Franklin Half Dollar 
   
  OTHER pre- 1900 STEVE WENTE    George III ? Copper 
  
     Rick Browne    1896 "V" Nickel 
 
      Ken Gudernatch    1873 Indian Head Cent 
  
   post-1899 BOB TULAY   1984 "One Pound" English Coin 
    
  TOKEN/MEDAL PHIL LAPOINTE  Token, "Good For One Drink" 
                                                                                                                                  in Stafford Springs 
 
JEWELRY GOLD   PHIL SKEWES  10k  Gold Ring w/ 18 small Diamonds   
  
      Ken Gudernatch  14K Earring with Pearl 
 
  SILVER  DAVE GREGORSKI Silver Ring 
 
  OTHER  RICK BROWNE  Battleship “Houston” Ring 
                                                                               
                                                              Phil Lapointe                       Pin with Stones 
 
     Bob Tulay  Korean Bracelet 
 
RELIC  TOY   STEVE WENTE  Lead Soldier 
 
     Don Bogli  Lead Soldier 
 
     Mark Sutcliffe  Tonka Dino Hunter 
 
  MILITARY  CHUCK ANDERSON Huge! 74 Caliber Musket Ball 
 
  OTHER  PHIL LAPOINTE "Shhh"shing Cherub Hearse   
                                    Ornament 
  
      Dave Gregorski  Crotal Bell, Circa 1800’s 
  
     Ken Gudernatch  Silver Button or 1/2 of Cuff Link 
 
CONSOLATION PRIZE   BOB TULAY  Korean Bracelet 
 
 

BOLD. ITALICS 
INDICATES THE 
WINNERS; submitted 
by Phil Skewes, 10-99 
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<<NOTE: No FOM next month. Bring November-December finds to the January meeting! 
COIN - GOLD/SILVER   
Pre 1900   NO ENTRY 
Post - 1899   CHUCK ANDERSON  went out alone to some open private land and with his Whites 
    detector  found his winning 1913 High-Grade Barber Dime at a depth of  seven  inches.  
 OTHER   STEVE WENTE found his winning George III? Copper at a construction site he's been 
Pre - 1900     eyeing for the past couple months.  He finally got a chance to search  several piles of dirt 
    over the past week or two and among other good stuff  he found his Copper Coin.     
Post- 1899   BOB TULAY Took his Fisher 1280 to a fresh water area with three others and on dig-
    ging his first scoop he saw what he thought was two nickels stuck together but on closer 
    inspection he was surprised to see he had a  1984  British "One Pound " Coin. 
TOKEN/MEDAL  PHIL LAPOINTE says that not having much time to hunt lately he stopped on the way 
    home at a friend’s lawn and at a depth of five inches he found his  "Good For One Drink" 
    token.  He said the bar that issued it was just down the street and opened in the 1920's, so 
    he feels the token was issued about that time. 

JEWELRY - GOLD ` PHIL SKEWES won this category with his 10K Gold Ring with 18 tiny diamonds.  A 
    fellow member sent Phil an e-mail saying that the local lake had  been lowered.  Upon 
    receiving the message he went to the lake and found  the ring in the water only a couple 
    feet off shore. At first he wasn't going to dig the target figuring it was probably junk (and 
    not having any wet gear on), but decided to get his feet wet and reach in and dig.  What a 
    lucky decision.  
JEWELRY - SILVER  DAVE GREGORSKI  went to an old parking lot at a public beach where he found his 
    winning silver Ring.  He had found a couple pennies and several 50 Cal. Machine Gun 
    casings that were showing a strong signal. A good ‘dollar’ signal  turned out to be his 
    heavy, winning  Silver Ring. 
JEWELRY - OTHER  RICK BROWNE  won this category with his Battleship Houston Ring. He found it at a 
    public salt water beach in Rhode Island while hunting with three others and his Minelab 
    Excalibur Machine.  He says it probably was cast on  the Battleship and given out to 
crew     members, friends, family etc. during WWII. 
 
RELIC - TOY   STEVE WENTE wins again with his Toy Lead Soldier. He was out hunting alone with 
    his Whites detector one sunny day at a demolition site that he says some one had beat 
    him to, taking all the silver and good stuff and left all the pennies and trash.  But he 
    did find a winner of a Soldier. 
RELIC - MILITARY  CHUCK ANDERSON was out with his Whites detector by himself on private open land 
    where he found his HUGE  74 cal. Musket Ball.  Chuck says that among relic collectors 
    this is a prized item to find and is the largest one he has found. 
RELIC - OTHER   PHIL LAPOINTE also wins another silver dime with his "Shhh"shing Cherub Hearse 
    Ornament. Phil again says he didn't have much time but  was passing a cemetery with a 
    huge front area and decided to stop for a few minutes to hunt.  He found his winning          
    Ornament at a depth of six inches. 
 
CONSOLATION PRIZE  BOB TULAY Wins the lucky draw for this prize.  His entry was a Korean Bracelet.  It 
    came up on his first scoop into some fresh water while out hunting with three others. He 
    was using his Fisher 1280 machine. 
 
         

Hello Folks:  It looks like the coin category 
took the lead this month by one entry. There 
were eight entries in coins and seven each 
in the jewelry and relic categories.  ‘Pre-
1900 coins’ was the only empty spot.  Here 
are the winners for the month. By Phil Skewes 
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Metal Detector Club Has Annual Event 
By LISA WANGSNESS, Monitor staff  

   Members of the Granite State Treasure Hunters Club competed yesterday to see 
who was fastest in the quest. When the Huntmaster gave the signal, the searchers 
at the perimeter of the field fell silent. Carrying trowels and hunting knives in 
their aprons, listening intently through clunky headphones for a telltale beep, 
they moved ahead. The best ones took short, fast, crouching steps and swung their 
machines in wide, low arcs. "What you find in this hunt will be in direct 
proportion to how much ground you cover," said David Coombs, who lives in Rye.  

   It was a fine day for metal detecting in Northwood. The air was warm and dry, 
and, more importantly, the ground was still soft from a rainstorm two days ago, 
making it easier for the 100 or so contestants in the 21st Annual Open Treasure 
Hunt to dig up thousands of coins and tokens hidden about an inch below the soil. 
Members of the Granite State Treasure Hunters Club spent most of the year 
organizing six hunts spread over two days. The weekend-long event is held 
annually at Lake Shore Farm Resort near Jenness Pond in Northwood. The 
contestants get to keep the money they find and trade tokens for prizes ranging 
from windshield wiper fluid to coin collecting books to brand new metal 
detectors. Winning takes speed, coordination and know-how. 

   12-year-old Jonathan Lynch ... [is] more interested in the historical aspect 
of the hobby. Recently, he found an 1807 Spanish coin in Gloucester, Mass. After  
researching its origin in a library he presented what he'd discovered to his 
class at school. Some adult enthusiasts are amateur historians who pour over  
colonial maps at historical societies and search out long-buried foundations, 
roads and meeting places. "That's the part of it I'm mostly interested in now," 
said Bill Burroughs, who lives in Concord and whose day job is driving a truck 
for New Hampshire Distributors. Burroughs recently returned from a trip to the 
Berkshires in Massachusetts, where he found a 1760 Spanish coin and colonial-era 
trinkets in a 1702 foundation he found in his research. 

   Metal detector[ist]s tend to be niche historians. Coombs, an 80-year-old World 
War II veteran, has a story for every piece of flotsam he's found combing the 
parks, fields and beaches along the Seacoast. [He] no longer competes in the 
timed contests. (He does help hide the "targets.") But he knows a good hunter 
when he sees one. "Swing speed, pinpointing, recovery time," Coombs said. "At the 
end, when they all go inside and sit at the table," Coombs said, "he [Mike Race] 
has a whole pile and other people have two tokens and 75 cents in coins. They 
won't know what the difference is. But compare a three minute recovery time to an 
eight second recovery time." 

   Sitting in lawn chairs around coolers at lunchtime, munching homemade cookies, 
sharing pictures from hunts of years past, the hunters laughed and shot the 
breeze. Except for the intermittent beeping echoing across the gently sloping 
field, it might have been a giant family reunion. Later, Race sat at a picnic 
table in the large, pine lodge counting 11 dirt-encrusted tokens and $15 in 
change on a towel. Race said he doesn't care about winning at all. "It's the 
camaraderie we have within this hobby," said Race, a former president of a 
national metal detectors' society. "I don't love the hobby for what I find in it, 
it's the people I meet in it." 
 
[Excerpts from an October 3, 1999 article published in the Sunday Monitor, a New 
Hampshire newspaper. It’s nice having THers pictured as the genuine, normal 
people we are.] 
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 WATER DETECTORISTS ALERT 

By Rick Browne 
   The Schistosoma cercariae are alive and active! Especially this time of  
the year and in the spring. They are set floating and angered by metal 
detectorists digging in their guarded water beds. Three of our club members 
have become very seriously ill while detecting in Long Island Sound during 
the past month. A fourth was exposed to the parasite’s invasion with only a 
minor discomfort. 
   The Schistosoma cercariae cause Cercarial dermatitis known as swimmer's  
or clam digger's itch. Great pain and itching are accompanied by acute 
pruritic papular eruption at the sites of the Schistosoma's cutaneous 
[skin] penetration. Lesion marks are still visible after a month’s time. 
Each infestation causes a higher degree of human body immune system 
sensitization. A review of the four individuals shows that on the first 
encounter very little or no indications were perceived. The second produced 
a number of eruptions. The third caused swelling, numerous eruptions and 
great pain. While the fourth encounter caused a member to seek relief from 
two dermatologists, a hospital emergency room and finally another doctor. A 
member that wore only a swim suit "wanted to find some traffic to play in" 
on his second encounter. He was covered from shoulder to toes with 
eruptions (save for his midsection that was covered by his suit).  
   One member, with his third exposure, waited to hear if the others gained 
relief from their treatment. While waiting he called  Ed Gerella, a metal 
detector dealer that lives along the shore line. Ed gave an insight to the 
cause of the eruptions - snail parasites. Up to this point, the 
dermatologists and ER doctors were treating for jellyfish stings, which was 
in vain. The other two other members were told of the clam-digger’s itch. 
They told their doctor, as did the third member. All three received 
essentially the same treatment. 
   The treatment consisted of a regime of oral corticosteroids (Prednisone  
or Methylprednisolone) for the swelling and inflammation; an antihistamine 
(Benadryl or Claritin) to aid in the drying process and reduce itching; 
Pepcid AC or Zantac75, acid controllers; acetaminophen/COD for pain and a 
topical cream such as Cortisone or Gold Bond anti-itch cream to quell 
swelling and itching. 
   In researching these parasites, I have learned that the human body is 
not a viable host for them - they enjoy snails. They exists in fresh, 
brackish and salt waters that tend to be calm, and die in 2 to 4 days. They 
penetrate uncovered skin. Skin covered by as little as a nylon stocking is 
avoided by the parasites. At least one of the four members encountered the 
parasites in a mid-Connecticut fresh water pond two years ago. The latest 
two events were in Long Island Sound, one in Bridgeport, CT and the other 
in Rye, NY. 
   This experience has NOT been fun, and it could all have been avoided. 
Yet on the bright side, the last two encounters came with three gold rings, 
one with nine diamonds. It may not be fun, but with a little precaution  
(waders and gloves) it could be worth revisiting the parasite laden waters. 
PS: It was rewarding...two of the three members revisited the area and 
found an old gold signet ring, 1890 V nickel, an Indian Head penny  
several wheaties, two Mercs and a bunch of sinkers. The old stuff is  
still out there and worth the challenge. With protective gear it was FUN  
and NO new reactions were encountered. 
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 YTC HILL TOP HUNT/OUTING  by Eleanor Hube     

   The day at Cape Cod started out beautiful, even at 6 AM, as 
when you need to drive three hours to visit and have fun with 
friends, that is what you do.  Arriving early AM we found the 
coffee and donuts ready and the friendship just what anyone 
could want.  The fields were planted, the prizes ready to find 
and lots of food awaiting our lunch after the money and prize 
hunt.  All the work done by Mike and Debbie Martin.  But let’s 
not forget Barbara and Ken Krivanec, who had us all at their 
place which means a Port-a-Potty, lawn mowing and all things 
none of us think of.   
   Now the hunt.  There were lots of coins and surprise tokens 
everywhere and the sun and warm weather made for a great day.  
After searching there were hamburgs, hot dogs, chicken and lots 
of home made dishes the members brought to share with all. The 
dessert table was also filled.  Now came time for the ladies - 
Barbara K. buys all kinds of gifts during the year and then 
makes a beautiful display for the ladies to see what they can 
receive just for attending the Hill Top Outing.  All ladies are 
given a ticket and as your ticket is drawn you pick a gift.  Oh, 
some of the men attending thought about putting a skirt on as 
the gifts were great.  I was lucky to receive two great gifts which 
I can use and enjoy for many years to come.  
    After eating our fill we had the silver hunt - or you could say 
watch out for those eggs.  It seems Mike was at it again and 
buried three eggs with dimes under them so the detector could 
help you find them.  You had to get the dime without breaking 
the egg. Two were unbroken but the third did get broken.  Oh, 
you received a Silver Dollar if the egg was intact.  Again prize 
tokens were buried with the many silver coins.   
   I want to THANK  all who donated prizes to help this 
wonderful outing.  We also had three Silver Dollar raffles and I 
was lucky to win the first one but all the loosing tickets were 
good to a Gold Coin Drawing. The Gold Coin was donated by 
John and Anita Hubley.  The winner was a father and daughter 
team.  Chuck Anderson and his daughter [Dana] looked cute as 
a team on the hunt fields.  Chuck had a double headphone jack 
so his daughter could hear the sounds - this did slow the team 
down but just seeing a family work together was great.  Chuck 
did the pinpointing and digging.   
   If you missed this outing you lost out on a lot of fun.  Just 
coming to visit, eat and enjoy the friendship of the members is a 
day worth having.  THANK YOU TO ALL THAT HELPED 
AND I HOPE TO SEE ALL OF YOU SOME DAY AT THE 
CAPE.  Also Marge Burkhart brought our year 2000 calendars.  
If I missed anyone help please excuse me as I wanted to have 
this article out in the e-mail before I forget like I did last year.               
Happy Hunting.  Eleanor 
 
 
[Thanks for the report, Eleanor. Sounds like it was a great time. 
Ditto the appreciation to all who donated their time, energy, and 
prizes.] 

AN IMPORTANT NOTICE TO DETECTORISTS 
FROM ABROAD VISITING ENGLAND 

The subject of metal detectorists traveling to England and 
taking home their finds has been the subject of media 
attention lately, especially after publicity stating that "....a 
metal detectorist from Texas return-ing home was 
stopped by Customs at Heathrow airport had his finds  
withheld." The various newspaper articles suggested that 
this detectorist was taking ancient relics out of the 
country. We were informed of the following by the 
Portable Antiquities Outreach Officer at the British 
Museum: "All items more than 50 years old require an 
export license. A detectorist should contact the Cultural 
Property Dept.  
at the DCMS. It would not be unreasonable however for 
anyone planning a trip to at least apply for the forms in 
advance. The contact person is: 
Lyn Gates 
Head of Export Licences Unit  
Dept. for Culture Media and Sport Export  Licenses Unit 
2-4 Cockspur Street                   
London SW1Y 5DH  
Tel: 01712116163   DirectLine: 0171216166               
Fax: 01712116170 
The Portable Antiquities Outreach Officer at the British 
Museum says:  
"Export licenses take a minimum of a month to process. 
We would also say that good advice would be to establish 
who is the local Finds Liaison Officer where there is one, 
or who is a good contact in a local museums service. 
Then an arrangement could be made whereby all the finds 
were shown to the local museum and the two parties 
could assist each other with the export license 
application. It may speed things up if finds are recorded 
with the Finds Liaison Officer and junk items are listed. 
We are led to believe that, because of workloads, it can 
take some time to process the finds but this depends upon 
the individual County where your finds are reported. 
Also, anyone from Outside Britain would need to be 
aware that accessing farmers' land would have to come 
with permission and an agreement from the landowner. 
Also, local council bylaws concerning detecting on public  
and common land". Send for a copy of the Treasure Act 
and familiarize yourself with it.                                        
Write to the Department of National Heritage                 
2-4  Cockspur Street, London, SW1y 5DH and ask them 
to send you a copy of The Treasure Act 1996 Code of 
Practice (England & Wales). This book is free of charge 
and will tell you all you need to know. 
 
[From the Colonial Treasure Hunters newsletter, July, 
1999.] 
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MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FORM FOR 
2000 

Please use this form when paying your 2000 dues, and for information updates.       
Dues are: 

 
 ______ @ $20.00 First family member 
 ______ @ $10.00 Second family member 
 ______ @ $  7.00 Each additional family member                           Total  $ _____________ 
 

If you do not save your newsletter please pass it onto a friend. This is a good way to  
promote Y.T.C. and perhaps gain a new club member.  

 
Last Name:  __________________________ First Name:  _____________________________ 
 
Additional names:  ___________________ ,    ___________________ ,    __________________  
  
Address:   _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
City:  _______________________________      State:  _____________       Zip:  ____________ 
 
Phone ( ________ ) ________ - ______________ 
 
E-mail address (optional): ____________________ 
 
May this information be shared with other members? YES __   NO __ 

Your membership expires on Dec. 31, 1999! A one-month grace period allows you to 
receive a January Probe, but if you’re not renewed by Jan. 31, you will not receive a February 
newsletter. As a bonus for early renewal (by Dec. 13, before the Christmas party), you will be 
eligible for the Early Bird Silver Coin Raffle, to be held at the Christmas party. (It pays to be an 
‘early beeper’!) Fill out and send the above form, so that Ken our treasurer will receive it well before 
the party.  
Mail to:  Yankee Territory Coinshooters, P.O. Box 1811, Hartford, CT  06144-1811 
Make check payable to: YTC (or full club name) 
Membership benefits - monthly newsletter (Probe), Find of the Month and yearly Challenge 
contests (with prizes of silver coins), guests speakers, information on detecting equipment, 
refreshments and members’ prize drawings at meetings, ‘members only’ hunts, membership in the 
FMDAC (Federation of Metal Detector and Archeological Clubs, Inc.), friendship and comaraderie 
around this wonderful hobby. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

1999 Garrett Club Program: Please register all Garrett metal detectors purchased or 
received as gifts during 1999, with Garrett. If you make them aware that you are a member 
of YTC, Garrett will credit the club with 10% of the purchase price.  Obtain an application 
form from any YTC officer. This credit is used to procure the yearly Freedom Ace Give-A-
Way detector. This is an easy and effective way to support your club! 

Military Relic Show - Sunday, November 14, at the Sons of Union Veterans GAR Hall & 
Museum, Rockville, CT (north of hospital and town green).  

Connecticut Forum - Friday, Februaury 4, 2000, “Explorers”, with Robert Ballard. 

YTC Christmas Party! 
 
 

Date/Time: Tuesday, Dec. 14, at  6 P.M.  
 
Place: The usual meeting place 
 
Beverage: Coffee provided, otherwise BYO 
                (NO ALCOHOL) 
 
Food: Cold-cut/sandwich platter provided... 
 
 
 AND... please bring a dish (hot dishes, salad, dessert) - call Donna Ketchin to see 
what is needed (860-658-6746). Warming pots/trays will be VERY helpful. 
 
 
Grab-bag (“Chinese”-style) - Value, $8 - $10 - preferably detecting-related (coins, 
display cases, etc.), but can be other (lotto tickets, etc., but NO ALCOHOL, please); 
...and please wrap your gifts, too. Be fair - shop as if you were getting your own gift. 

Happy Thanksgiving! 
   There is more to be thankful for than you might imagine. Slow 
down for a few minutes, take a deep breath and look around. It’s easy to 
take life’s gifts for granted, amidst the trials and difficulties that are so 
readily apparent. Be gentle with yourself. Show another an unexpected 
kindness, just once each day. Together, we can change the world. God bless you and yours. 
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Watch for information about the  Jack Hube Polar Bear Hunt, to be held in 
late February . This annual event is for all YTC members in good standing, and 
can be a challenge as it is  held ‘snow or shine’, barring a blizzard. Come early 
and do some water hunting! Also, please send in your club dues now to qualify 
for the Silver Coin Raffle! See form on page 9 of November Probe. 
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Minutes of Yankee Territory Coinshooters Meeting: November 9, 1999: 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:14 p.m. with 32 members present. 
>The Secretary’s Report was accepted as published. 
>The Treasurer’s Report was read and accepted with a balance of $808.25 plus silver inventory of 
$222.85 purchase cost. Treasurer Ken Gudernatch reported that this was the lowest balance in 5 
years. 
>Chuck Anderson announced a club outing for Sunday, November 14th in Bristol. 
>Held elections for North East Chapter FMDAC officers. The results were: President, Tony 
D’Angelo; Vice President, Dennis Szanto; Secretary, Magy Osborn; Treasurer, Ken Gudernatch. 
>Bob Tulay reported that the pocket probe directions printed in an earlier issue of The Probe were no 
longer valid because the stud finder required is no longer available. (Sorry, ladies). 
>Bob also reported that Ocean State Job Lot has very economical batteries for sale. 
>Richard MacRobbie moved to renew the post office box for another year for $64.00. Karel Eyberse 
seconded the motion and it carried. 
>Ken Gudernatch reported that State Archaeologist Nick Bellantoni will present a lecture entitled 
“The Far Side View of Human Evolution” on November 14th. 
>Mike Martin announced that dues renewals must be in the treasurer’s hands before the December 
meeting to be included in the Early Dues Renewal Drawing for silver coinage. 
>Mike also reported on the October Hunt which was a success. 23 members hunted. Don Bogli won 
the Treasure Chest which was heavily laden with coins. 
>Rick Browne, Bob Tulay, and Rich Janak were featured on the Channel 3 Evening News with TV 
personality Dan Kane. All agreed that it showed water hunting in a positive light. 
>Ed Grella received dinner and a substantial reward for locating and returning a lost ring worth 
$17,500. He was commissioned to find it in the surf off the Connecticut shore. 
>Chuck Anderson hosted the 5th annual YTC Auction with help from Anita and John Hubley. 43 lots 
were auctioned off for a profit of $386.75 for the club. Richard MacRobbie won the Candy Guess. 
The following members won lottery tickets: Rose Collins, Bob Tulay, Anita Hubley, Mike Martin, 
Janet LaPointe, Eleanor Campbell, Jim Groom, Nancy Webb, Jane Brown, and Don Bogli. At least 
one ticket was a $20 winner! Many thanks to Chuck!!! 
>John Hubley won the Attendance Drawing for one silver quarter. 
>Rick Browne donated ring stands for the Find-of-the-Month competition. 
>Meeting adjourned at 8:58 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Mark Sutcliffe, Secretary. 
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METAL DETECTORS - - - MAJOR BRANDS - - - 
ACCESSORIES 

 
J & E ENTERPRISES of S. 

Yarmouth  
 

 
Formerly J & E of Suffield, CT. 

54 Old Main St. / Forest Rd. 
South Yarmouth, MA 02664 

1-508-760-2100 

                       YTC Officers 
 
President, Mike Martin                      860-763-1508 
 
Vice President, Chuck Anderson       860-675-3134 
                                        {andersonchuck@cs.com} 
 
Secretary, Mark Sutcliffe                   860-647-7541  
                                        {Msutcl 1776@aol.com} 
 
Treasurer, Ken Gudernatch               860-568-3464 
 
Newsletter, Dave Gregorski               860-742-5836 
                                        {DGRookie@aol.com} 

Yankee Territory Coinshooters 
Code of Ethics 

Respect the rights and property of others. 
Never destroy historical or archeological artifacts. 
Observe all laws, whether national, state, or local. 
Aid law enforcement officials whenever possible. 

Leave the land and vegetation as it was. 
FILL IN ALL HOLES. 

Remove all trash and litter, take it with you when 
you leave. 

Remember that all coinshooters may be judged by 
the example YOU set. Always conduct yourself 
with courtesy and consideration toward others. 

From Your Editor... 
   It’s been a fun and interesting 9+ months putting the 
Probe together. I’m thankful to Rick Browne for his 
patience in answering my many questions, his energy in 
contributing his own material , and his time in ‘scanning 
in’ many articles that you end up reading. I also 
appreciate the articles and information that others have 
written or passed on to me. All this makes my job easier.  
   I’ve tried to keep the Probe interesting and diverse. 
Your continuous help is needed - it is your newsletter, 
and current material is quite ‘thin’. Jot down your tips 
and tidbits, and pass them on to me. Don’t assume that 
no one is interested  - we are. If you don’t like to write, 
I’ll help with your story, short or long. Sharing helps 
keep our club alive. Thanks to all. 
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BOLD, ITALICS INDICATES THE WINNERS, submitted by Phil Skewes 11-99 

COIN  GOLD & pre 1900 STEVE WENTE  1751  1 Reale Coin 
  SILVER   Ken Gudernatch  1882 Seated Dime with Tab found in same hole 
   post 1899 BOB ELLIS  1909-D Barber Dime 

  OTHER  pre 1900 MARK SUTCLIFFE 1723 Wood's Hibernia Halfpenny 
     Phil Lapointe  1784? Spanish Maravedi Copper 
   post 1899 NO  ENTRY 

  TOKEN/MEDAL VINCENT DIBATTISTA New Hampshire Public Works Token 
 
JEWLERY  GOLD        RICK BROWNE  14K Gold Beverly Hills Ring 
     Ken Gudernatch  14K Wedding Band with Dual Tapers 

  SILVER   DAVE GREGORSKI Silver Ring with 5 Amethysts 

  OTHER   VINCENT DIBATISTA Gold Plated Locket 
     Phil Lapointe  St. Ann De Beaupre Religious Cross, 
        Early 20th Century 
     Bob Tulay  ‘Ugly’ Junk Bracelet 
 
RELIC  TOY   RICK BROWNE  Metal Cracker Jack Police Badge 
     Don Bogli  Green Volkswagon Hot Wheels Car 
     Steve Wente  Tootsie Toy MGB Car 

  MILITARY  NO  ENTRY 

  OTHER   PHIL LAPOINTE Early 1800's Coin Silver Fork 
      Ken MacMinagil  Part of Columbia Bike Emblem 
     Bob Ellis  Corn Cob Holder 
     Dave Gregorski  Women's Rouge Compact 
     Mark Sutcliffe  Part of Old Brass Spur 
     Ken Gudernatch  Substance Abuse Token 
 
CONSOLATION PRIZE   STEVE WENTE  Tootsie Toy MGB Car   
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We had another good turnout on the checkerboard this month.  All categories had entries except Relic/  
Military and Coin/Other/post-1899.  Relic/Other had the most entries.  Coins and Jewelry had equal amounts of                 
entries with six each. 
The winners are: 
 
COIN- GOLD/SILVER 
pre-1900  STEVE WENTE was out alone on private open land swinging his Whites detector 
   and at a depth of 2 inches he found his winning 1751 One Reale Coin. 
 
post - 1899  BOB ELLIS took his Garrett GTA 1000 to an old house, having received permission 
   to hunt from the man of the house. The man’s wife didn’t know about this and had the 
   police chase him out.  After getting permission again he went back and dug up his  
   winning 1909-D Barber Dime. 
OTHER 
 pre- 1900       MARK SUTCLIFFE won this category with his 1723 Wood's Hibernia Halfpenny. 
   He was out hunting alone on some open public land and at a depth of only 1/2 inch 
   his Whites detector picked up the sound of a good target. 
 
post-1899  NO ENTRY 
 
TOKEN/MEDAL VINCENT DIBATTISTA took his Whites Classic IDX to a local school yard and found 
   his winning New Hampshire Public Works Token. 
 
JEWELRY - GOLD RICK BROWNE was out hunting in public salt water with three other people when he  
   found his winning Beverly Hills 14K Gold Ring.  He was using his Excalibur water 
   machine. 
 
JEWELRY - SILVER DAVE GREGORSKI was out hunting with a friend at a fresh water lake with his Whites 
   Classic ID machine and at a depth of 5 inches he found his winning Silver Ring with 5 
   Amethysts. Since the lake had been lowered recently he was searching well below the 
   normal water line, that is now damp beach. 
 
JEWELRY - OTHER VINCENT DIBATTISTA wins again with his Gold Plated Locket. Hunting alone at the 
   local school yard with his Whites Classic IDX, it was at a depth of 2 inches. 
 
RELIC - TOY  RICK BROWNE also is a double winner with his Metal Cracker Jack Police Badge. 
   He was out alone one sunny day at a public fresh water pond with his Excalibur 
   machine. 
 
RELIC - MILITARY NO ENTRY 
 
RELIC - OTHER  PHIL LAPOINTE took his Whites detector to private beach and found his winning 
   Early 1800's Coin Silver Fork at a depth of 4 inches. 
 
CONSOLATION PRIZE STEVE WENTE becomes a double winner also.  His winning entry was a Tootsie 
   Toy - MGB. 

[Please note - Find of the Month will resume in January. Bring your Nov.-Dec. finds to the January meeting!] 

By Phil 
Skewes 
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November YTC Auction a Great Success! 

Thanks to the efforts of a few and the generosity of 
many, the club treasury is richer by about $387. Bidding 
was often spirited, as many of the donated articles (43 
lots in all) had strong appeal. The club owes a hearty 
‘thank you’ to Chuck Anderson for his time, energy, and 
personal contributions in making this event fun, and also 
a success. Thanks also to John and Anita Hubley for 
assisting Chuck, and to all those who donated items. If 
Chuck ever wants to give up his day job, there is 
certainly a future for him as an auctioneer! 

Connecticut State Coinage 
   By act of the General Assembly of 
Connecticut in October, 1785, 
authority was granted to Samuel 
Bishop, Joseph Hopkins, James 
Hillhouse and John Goodrich to 
establish a mint for the manufacturer 
of copper coins. The dies were made 
by Abel Buel of New Haven, but 
unauthorized issues of light weight 
and inferior workmanship circulated 
freely together with the legalized 
coins. The historic details in regard 
to the Connecticut coinage are given 
at length in Crosby's Early Coins of 
America. 

   One general design was employed 
for the entire four years. 
 Obverse - Laureated head with bust   
 mailed or draped                          
 Legend - AUCTORI CONNEC 
 Reverse - The goddess of Liberty, 
seated, facing left, an olive branch     
in her right hand, staff surmounted 
by liberty cap in her left. 
 Legend - INDE ET LIB 
Date in exergue. Borders milled or 
serrated. Edges plain. 
   The coins of Connecticut vary 
greatly in weight. Specimens are 
found weighing not more than 108 
grains, while others range from 168 

to 184 grains. In some cases the 
lighter coins are probably 
counterfeits of the time, but many of 
light weight, undoubtedly authentic, 
are from the same dies as the heavier 
ones. In fact the weight and 
character of the planchet seems to 
have been regarded of little 
importance. Overstrikes are frequent, 
resulting sometimes in a curious 
mixing of legends. For this purpose 
the Nova Constellatio and New Jersey 
issues  
appear to have been especially 
favored.  

   Owing to the scarcity of Coppers 
in the Colonial period from 1783 to 
the establishment of the United 
States mint, the country was flooded 
with a quantity of counterfeit and 
light weight British half-pence. Some 
of these were sent from abroad, but 
the close resemblance of others to 
the Connecticut coins is fairly 
conclusive evidence that many of 
these halfpence were struck in that 
State. As the legends on these pieces 
bear no reference to Connecticut they 
are not included in this list. On the 
other hand no attempt has been made 
to decide on the legality of any of 
the coins with the legend AUCTORI 
CONNEC. They were all made at the 
same epoch, some by fairly competent 
hands, others evidently by novices in 
die-sinking. 

[From the Treasure Hunter’s Gazette, Sept./Oct.,   
1999.] 

Tidbit 
   The Buffalo nickel’s reverse was rede-
signed during the first year of mintage, 1913. 
‘Variety 1’ had “Five Cents” (plus any mint 
mark) on raised ground. This area was re-
cessed in ‘Variety 2’, supposedly to minimize 
excessive wear. Keep this in mind when 
trying to establish a date for your worn 
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You Never Know… 
By Dave Gregorski 

  Not every treasure hunting trip ends up with a 
nice surprise, but I will share a recent hunt that 
did. After  recent rains we’d had in our area, 
three of us decided it was time to hunt a turn-of-
the-century park we’d been considering for some 
time. (Moist soil usually improves target signals, 
and helps assure that replaced grass plugs will 
not turn yellow.) Aided by an old photo, we 
estimated where the ‘old dirt’ was, and began 
swinging our detectors. Following the ‘dig 
almost everything’ creed, we hit a perverse layer 
of pull-tabs at ~4 inches, enough to cause hard 
digging with little to show for it. An occasional 
pocket of modern coins (plus a 40’s Merc 
unearthed by one of my partners) kept us from 
getting too discouraged.  

   Now I had found 4 silver dimes, all in sandy 
beach areas, since I began this hobby last fall. 
But silver coins in dirt seemed to feel me 
coming…I could imagine them burrowing out of 
range of my approaching coil, or skittering 
toward the nearest patch of aluminum foil, 
hoping to hide. I kept my coil to the ground, 
without swinging, as I walked rapidly toward a 
different area of the park. A solid ‘beep’ brought 
me to a halt. Soon there was a sight I’ll never 
forget…a dime falling out of the dark earth that I 
somehow knew was silver, just by its ‘clean’ 
look. (It was ‘only’ a ’46 Roosevelt, but for me 
quite a thrill.) Luck once again seemed to play a 
part – 6 inches to either side and I would have 
missed it. So always keep your coil to the 
ground…you never know…. 

[ One week later my new-found ‘technique’ 
struck again, this time for a ’37 Merc! Maybe I’ll 
give up swinging my coil altogether, and just go 
charging  across fields in a haphazard fashion.] 

Interesting Facts About Gold 
   Apart from being very soft & malleable, gold has 
many uses in industry and in the medical profession. It 
is insoluble in most acids, but it is soluble in aqua regia 
…a combination of 1 part nitric acid and three parts 
hydrochloric acid. It can be hammered into sheets 
thinner than the thinnest tissue paper – gold leaf.  
   Gold that has lain on the ocean floors for hundreds of 
years is brought up by divers as bright and shiny [the 
gold, that is] as the day it was lost. It forms many 
associations with other minerals such as copper, lead, 
zinc, & silver & rarely with platinum. It has been found 
in California with silver in the form of electrum – 50% 
silver, 50% gold.  
   Masses of gold, well over 100 to 150 pounds have 
been found in the USA & Australia. Many dentists fill 
cavities in teeth with a gold amalgam. This is a paste 
made by adding a small quantity of mercury to [gold 
powder]. Some iron pyrites contain a small percentage 
of gold. The mineral iron pyrite is better known as 
“Fools Gold”. It is composed of iron and sulfur…much 
harder than gold and very brittle. Gold is an element 
and its chemical abbreviation is Au.  
[Excerpts from an article in the Treasure Hunters 
Gazette, Sept./Oct., ’99. ]  

YTC Club Hunt 
   On Sunday, November 14, twelve YTC members 
descended on 20+ acres of rolling meadowland, 
belonging to the town of Bristol. Though the day was 
overcast, spirits were high in anticipation of hunting a 
new area. Chuck Anderson not only got permission for 
this hunt, but also buried a token 3” down that was 
worth a $3 scratch ticket to the finder.   
   With daylight getting short, no one had found the 
token, so everyone was herded toward the general 
target area (it was neat watching 12 detectorists trying 
to co-exist on about a half-acre of land). However, the 
token was so well hidden, even Chuck couldn’t find it! 
(We couldn’t even find his ‘marker’ - but that’s another 
story.) Everyone got a dozen or so coins (including a 
Franklin half and a wheat penny), and there were a few 
interesting buttons and buckles. The best find was 
having fun together. Thanks, Chuck.  
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From the “Eat your Heart Out”           
Department… 

Chicago, IL – The home of “Garbage Granny” was the 
site of a frantic treasure hunt recently when a bulldozer 
digging a foundation nearby uncovered several silver 
dollars. A young boy, using a metal detector, found 
many dollars of historic value while the dozer operator 
continued and dug up a quart Mason jar full of silver 
dollars. He [the operator] took the jar and left the job.  
 
Harrisburg, AR – A man searching an old farmhouse 
was about to throw away an old cold cream jar that was 
about half full but decided to clean it out anyway. 
There was a five-dollar gold piece under the remaining 
cream. 
 
LaCross, WI – Four teenagers were hired to do some 
digging under a 120-year-old home to make room for 
new heating ducts. They saw a kettle on top of a brick 
wall but ignored it until it was time to take the wall 
down and then they looked inside of the old pot. They 
discovered a cache of $5, $10 and $20 U.S. gold coins 
dating from 1870 to 1893. The face value came to 
$14,000 but worth much more to coin collectors.  
 
 
Aurora, NY – A man who died in 1917 told his son that 
he had hidden treasure on his property but did not 
reveal the location. The son searched for 70 years but 
never found the cache. A few years later the son’s 
widow hired workmen to renovate the 140-year-old 
house. The workmen found a hidden room containing 
an 1856 Mason jar and a wine decanter holding more 
than 200 coins including two three cent coins from 
1869 worth hundreds of dollars each, an 1855 Half 
Anna, Indian head coins and women’s rights currency 
dated 1879. 
 
New Orleans, LA – A backhoe excavating an old bank 
site unearthed two 10x12x8 wooden boxes that broke 
open spilling a hoard of gold and silver coins. About 
200 bystanders rushed into the dirt to grab money […
can you relate?]. The fabulous cache included quarters 
from the New Orleans mint in the 1840’s, Spanish 
coins from the middle 1700’s and Mexican coins. 
Many of the valuable coins were probably not 
recovered from the sticky clay although the search 
continued for several days. [What was needed were a 
few YTC water-hunters! What’s a little sticky clay…] 

 
New York, NY – The United States Banker 
Magazine has estimated that there is $3.3 billion 
dollars hidden in secret places. 
 
[Excerpts from an article in the Treasure Hunter’s 
Gazette, by Jim Warnke, Sept./Oct., 1999.] 

Detecting Connections 
Aerial views - terraserver.microsoft.com 
 
Early Colonial Artifacts - www.apva.org/ngex/
things.html 
 
Locating a Person - (to return a ring, or…?) 
www.infousa.com, and click on “Search Person’s 
Name” 
THing Tips and Tricks – www.tomstreasures.com/
tips.shtml 
 
More Hints, Tricks – http://
treasurehunt.miningco.com/library/weekly/
a013099.htm 
                                                                        
THing sites - www.golden-caribou.com/goldmin/
tre.htm 
 
Great custom tide charts - http://www2. shore.net/
~mcmorran/tide/tideform.html 
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Another First - A call to return a necklace 
by Rick Browne 

 
The end of the summer had come with the celebration 
of Labor Day. The Life Guards had returned to school 
and the beaches were empty. With permission form a 
landowner and equipment in hand, Rich Janak and I 
were ready for the half-mile hike to the swimming hole. 
Last year it had produced silver and gold. This year we 
hoped for a repeat.  
I didn't know if we were late... others cleaning up 
before we arrived, or maybe it had been a slow year. 
What ever the case, the beach was fairly clean, nothing 
like the year before. After an hour of disappointment 
we decided to leave. I was taking the final swings on 
my way out of the water, over an area the Rich had 
covered. But, as we all know, "no one gets it all".  
A signal nearly blew my earphones off. . . the first 
scoop, and what a chain was in my sight! I had found a 
necklace with a charm. Looked like silver to me. I was 
happy to say the least, after the hour of a few pennies. 
Closer inspection proved the chain was a MedicAlert 
item. It had a registration number and a "call collect" 
phone number on the back. I called and had to talk fast 
between the operator and the person that answered the 
phone. When I was asked by the operator if this was an 
emergency, I had to speak fast to tell the answering 
party that I had found an emblem and wanted to return 
it. With that, the person said she would accept the 
charges.  
Because of the privacy act, MedicAlert can not give out 
information. But what they did was to send a nice 
Thank You note, a postage paid return envelope and a 
promise to return the chain and charm to the owner. 
[Another nice ‘return job’, Rick.] 

A Few Gold ‘Nuggets’… 
-     To produce 1 troy ounce of gold (~ 1/15 of a 
pound), roughly 21/2 tons of rock must be processed. 
-     All of the gold ever mined (as of 1995) could fit 
into a cube with 53-foot sides. 
- Vermeil is silver covered with a thin layer of gold. 
-     ‘Gold - filled’ is base metal coated with at least 
10K gold. The coating must be at least 1/20th the total 
weight of the piece. For this example, the piece would 
be inscribed ‘10K GF’. 
- Gold can be colored using different base metals. 

Here are typical colors and their base metals: 
White gold – nickel 
Pink gold – copper & silver 
Green gold  - silver, cadmium, & copper 
[Information taken from 1995 Probes.] 

THING TIP 
Using earphones with your detector has several 
advantages. Battery life usually increases. People 
around you (and you yourself) are not annoyed by the 
loud beeping or ‘whining’. You are a bit less 
conspicuous. You can hear the fainter signals better, 
including variations in tone. 
 In colder weather, your ears are warmer. In summer, 
using the ‘lite’ variety can keep your ears from 
overheating (especially when you’re in a ‘hot’ area!), 
plus allows you to hear surrounding sounds a lot better 
(harder for people to ‘sneak up’ on you)!  

Dutch Treasure Cache Found 
According to a Dutch newspaper, a treasure was found 
recently in a farmer’s barn. It consisted of two gold 
bars, 89 silver bars, 100 gold 10-guilder pieces, 8,000 
silver two-and-a-half-guilder pieces, 2,000 silver one-
guilder pieces, and 10 kilograms of assorted silver 
coins.  
Source: Coinage Magazine, December, 1998. 
    [Submitted by Mark Sutcliffe.] 

Moving Targets on Cape Cod Beaches 
WELLFLEET, Mass. November, 99.—Six 
endangered sea turtles discovered on Cape Cod 
beaches in recent weeks were carrying metal tags that 
could provide scientists with valuable information 
about how the creatures live. Tags were placed on the 
flippers of the Kemp’s Ridley turtles shortly after their 
1997 births at Nuevo Ranchero, Mexico, the only 
known place where the turtles lay eggs. 
     Ben Higgins, s fisheries biologist from the National 
Marine Fisheries Service, said these six Kemp’s 
Ridley turtles may represent the only ones in the world 
tagged at birth, released into the wild and then 
captured alive in the wild. 
 From the Hartford Courant 
     [Submitted by Mark Sutcliffe.] 
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 UPCOMING EVENTS 

1999 Garrett Club Program: Please register all Garrett metal detectors purchased or 
received as gifts during 1999, with Garrett. If you make them aware that you are a member 
of YTC, Garrett will credit the club with 10% of the purchase price.  Obtain an application 
form from any YTC officer. This credit is used to procure the yearly Freedom Ace Give-A-
Way detector. This is an easy and effective way to support your club! 

Connecticut Forum - Friday, February 4, 2000, “Explorers”, with Robert Ballard. 

‘BONE 2000’,  April 28-30 -7th Best o’ North East Treasure Hunters Weekend.                
Details to come. 

UPCOMING HUNTS 

January 9, 2000 - 2nd annual “Are You Crazy” Y2K Winter Beach Hunt (Seaside Heights, 
N.J.), sponsored by the Mid-Jersey Research and Recovery Club. Contact Dan Tuckman @ 
609-860-9636, or e-mail www.midjersey.com. 

Annual Jack Hube Polar Bear Hunt - a Sunday in late February, more info. to follow. 
Members must be in good standing (i.e., dues paid up!) to participate. 
 
April 9 - Annual Bill Sweetland Memorial Hunt, Belmar, N.J. , sponsored by the Jersey 
Coast Treasure Hunters’ Club. Contact Donna Minkler, 217 Fernhead Ave., Spotswood, NJ 
08884, or phone 732-251-3059. 

[ÉÄ|wtç ZÜxxà|Çzá4 

   The winter holidays are usually filled with 
preparation, and too often the intense ‘busy-ness’ keeps us 
from enjoying the depth, promise, and meaning of this special 
time. Christmas can make you tired, and I hope it’s a ‘good-
tired’, with a feeling of peace and a glow coming from within.  
   A suggestion - put the ‘have-to’s’ aside now and then, and open yourself to 
the magic of belief, sacrifice, and love.  Allow yourself to be child-like. Reflect 
on what we are celebrating. Let go of the ‘work’ and look around. Notice - how 
the sun makes snow into diamonds. Believe - that the spirit of Santa Claus 
lives within you. See - the Christ-child holding out his arms to all us. Family, 
friends, and everyone on Earth are secretly hoping for an extra bit of kindness. 
Give a little of yourself, beyond the material things. Remember also what you 
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