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Remember this is your club!  Please support all functions and write an article for the Probe. 

IF YOUR NAME IS HIGHLIGHTED THIS IS YOUR LAST ISSUE - SEE PAGE 10 FOR INSTRUCTIONS 
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Notes:  Get out and just do it!  
    Get going on the Challenge! 

Remember this is your club!  Please support all functions and write an article for the Probe. 



Y.T.C. Meeting Date January 15,1997 
 
Called to order 7:10 by Mark Sutcliffe, President, presiding. 
 
Attendance 37 with two new members, Don Debardino and Bill Drainville. 
 
Minutes of the December meeting approved as published In the January newsletter. 
Treasurer's report read by Ken Gudernatch and accepted as read. Ken reported that the 
November Auction put $430.25 in the club treasury ... great job Chuck. 
 
It was reported that 37 people attended the November Hunt. Everyone had a good time. 
Thanks Donna and Ken. 
 
Challenge winner for December Level I Angelo Marinone & John Govoni 
 
There is a new challenge list for 1997 .... everyone should be able to win a silver dime 
with level 1. Level 4 however will be a different story. 
 
A donation of $125 to the East Hartford Library was approved by the members. 
 
A motion was carried to give $75.00 to the Polar Bear Hunt. 
 
 Don't forget that March is Election month. If you would like to participate in any of  
the positions please speak up. Like anything in life, -you get out of it what you put  
into it.  
 George Streeters club is having a raffle for St. Judes see Ken Krivanec for tickets  
the first prize is a detector and the other prizes are great too. 
 
A few things the board thought might be Interesting in 1997 is more outings and a 
monthly display contest such as buttons, coins, bells, tokens. 
 
Early Dues drawing was held ... winners were 
 Jane Browne 1964 Kennedy half 
 Phillip Skewes, Everett Berube, Roz Govoni, Judy Townsend, Joseph  
 Fouquette all won silver dimes. 
 
The Freedom Ace drawing was held and Kurt Nielsen was the winner. 
 
50/50 drawing Dona Ketchin 
Silver Dollar drawing Carl Muller 
Attendance Drawing of 1 silver quarter to Don Bogli, Phillp Neauman and Ed  
Kaczmarek both won 2x2 coinholders donated by Tom Turner and Bob Collins 
won a 1969 map of East Hartford also donated by Tom Turner. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, Anita Hubley 
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Concerns and 
Best Wishes  

 
Condolences from all Y.T.C. members 

to Rick & Jane Browne & family 
on the passing of Rick's Father. 

 
John Govoni is recovering from 

surgery and could not participate 
in the Polar Bear Hunt. 

Welcome to our 

newest members 
Don Debardino -Meriden, Ct. 
Bill Drainville -Chicopee, Ma. 

Marilyn Pierce -Manchester, Ct. 
Valerie Williams -Manchester, Ct. 

 

Trophies, Plaques & Awards 
 

Engraving on the above our Specialty 
Police & Fire badges & Awards 
Metal Detectors & Accessories 

 
J & E Enterprises of Suffield 

1242 South St. Rt. 75 
Suffield, CT 06078 

1-860-668-0029 Fax 1-860-668-4482 

See Tomorrow's Technology 
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COIN GOLD & BOB ELLIS 1783 MEXICAN ½ REAL 

 SILVER JIM GROOM 1892 BARBER QUARTER 

  KEN GUDERNATCH 1897 BARBER DIME 

  STEVE WENTE 1945P WAR NICKEL 

    
 OTHER PHIL NEWMAN 1886 INDIAN HEAD CENT 
    

 TOKEN / CARL MULLER CONNECTICUT COMPANY TOKEN 

 MEDAL   

    
JEWELRY GOLD KEN GUDERNATCH PLATINUM RING w/41 DIAMONDS 

  ED GRELLA 1925 14k CLASS RING 

  PHIL NEWMAN LADY’s 14k RING 

    
 SILVER STEVE WENTE STERLING RING 

  DONNA KETCHIN STERLING ID BRACELET 
  KEN KRIVANEC STERLING EARING 

    
 OTHER *NO ENTRY*  

    
RELIC TOY KEN GUDERNATCH TOY SOLDIER 

  KEN KARIEVA TOY SHERRIF’S BADGE 

    
 MILITARY *NO ENTRY* 

 
 

    
 OTHER KEN KRIVANEC  SILVERPLATED PIPE KNIFE 

  BOB TULAY BUTTON - SPRINGFIELD, MA 

BOLD PRINT INDICATES WINNER submitted by: Steve Sant Andrea 1/97 
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STEVE SANT ANDREA 
 Hello Fellow Hunters! Well the cold winds are 
blowing here in southern New England but old man 
winter hasn’t had the stamina to freeze the ground and 
bury all of our favorite hunting sites under a snowy 
blanket. So the intrepid members of the Y.T.C. went 
out and made the best use of the “good” weather. The 
checkerboard was filled with many interesting finds 
with only the Jewelry Other and the Military 
subdivisions being left empty. The top competition 
this month was in the Relic/Toy subdivision where 
Ken Gudernatch took the silver dime from Kent 
Karieva by one vote. In the other categories the 
winner was voted in by a wide margin. On to the 
details: 
COIN/GOLD-SILVER - The winner this month was 
Bob Ellis who entered the competition with a 1783 
Mexican 1/2 Real. Bob hunted up his find on private 
ground in Suffield. He had been passing the place for 
years and finally decided to give it a shot. After 
getting permission, he spend about 2 1/2 hours 
hunting - and got skunked! Never one to be put off by 
a bad day, Bob returned to the site and found an 
1860’s vintage Large Cent followed closely by his 
winning 1/2 Real. 
 Bob also told us about a small cache that he 
located in East Windsor. He didn’t enter it in the FOM 
because it wasn’t really and old cache The interesting 
thing about it was that the hole contained three 
nickels, a “V”, a Buffalo, and a Silver War nickel. 
COIN/OTHER - Phil Newman picked up the silver 
dime with his find of an 1886 Indian Head Cent. Phil 
was hunting in a hilly area of a local park where he 
knew kids liked to sled. After finding some clads his 
detector picked up the Indian at about 2”. After the 
first find Phil continued to search and almost 
immediately found a second 1886 about a foot away 
from the winner.  
COIN/TOKEN - Carl Muller was the winner in the 
Token category with a Connecticut Company Token. 
Carl was spending a cloudy day hunting at a local park 
when his Garret sounded off. He dug down about 5” 
without finding anything. Thinking he had a hot rock, 
Carl filled in his hole. Starting to hunt again he swung 

his loop over the same spot and got another solid 
signal. He dug the hole and again found nothing. He 
filled in the hole a second time and tried the detector 
over it - again getting the same signal. This time he 
sifted the dirt and found the Token. Persistence Pays!!! 
JEWELRY/GOLD - Ken Gudernatch dazzled the 
whole meeting with his winning find of a Platinum ring 
with 41 diamonds! Ken was hunting with his Whites at 
a public, salt-water beach. He was waist deep in the 
water when he got a strong target signal. He sifted up 
the sand and retrieved a plain platinum wedding band. 
He scanned the area again and this time found the 
winning ring. The two are a pair in that there is a wear 
mark on the Diamond ring that matches a similar mark 
on the band. He also found a 14k wedding band the 
same day. 
JEWELRY/SILVER - Steve Wente was swinging his 
White’s detector at a school yard one recent rainy day 
when he got a signal from 4” down. He recovered a 
Sterling silver ring which went on to best the 
competition of a sterling bracelet and a sterling earring. 
JEWELRY/OTHER - There were no entries in the 
Jewelry/Other category this month. 
RELIC/TOY - Ken Gudernatch went on to win a 
second silver dime with his entry of a Toy Solder. The 
solder was found using his Fisher detector in the wet 
sand of a private beach. This was a separate outing 
from the one where he found his winning ring.  
RELIC/MILITARY - There were no entries in the 
Relic/Military category this month. 
RELIC/OTHER - Ken Krivanec got plenty of interest 
for his winning entry of a “Pipe Knife”. This smokers 
accessory probably dates from around 1920. It is a 
pocket knife like tool with a regular knife blade and a 
special pipe cleaning tool in an engraved case. Ken was 
doing some electrical work at an old house. He asked 
the owner’s permission to detect the yard and was 
given the OK. He returned with a friend and detected 
his winner at a depth of 4 1/2” in ground that his 
partner had previously gone over. 
 Well that’s it for the January Find’s of the 
Month. Lets all cross our fingers and hope that this 
(relatively) great winter weather continues. Except that 
a nice nor’easter around January 31 would really bring 
in the goodies for the Polar Bear hunt scheduled for 
February 2nd. So bundle up and come on down to 
Hammonasset for a fun day of sand, surf and silver. 
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 WHERE DO I OR YOU LOOK??? by E. Hube 

 
Have you seen construction in your area?? Just the other day I saw some work going to be done on an older 

home here in town. I drove by a few times while out but didn't go further to get permission to detect. The 

ground was disturbed and it would have been easy detecting (even in December). We have had a little snow 

but rain has followed so the ground hasn't always been frozen. I lost out on possibly a good find as the 

construction of putting pipes in is over and the area has been all filled in and ready to be covered over. 

Another place I have seen with construction is a local school year -They are adding on and all the top soil is 

in a big Pile. The fact is, I have found many old coins here in the past. Still I procrastinate and snow has 

come freezing the ground but rain is due -Will I Try "I Sure Hope So."  

Below is an article from the newspaper on construction work -You can read about, take notes and ask 

friends to let you know if they see any construction being done. Some of your most interesting finds can come 

from the most unlikely places. HAPPY HUNTING THE COINSHOOTER. 

THE HARTFORD COURANT -TOWN NEWS MONDAY DEC. 16,1996 
By Mark Spencer 

1848 HOUSE IN VERNON IS TORN DOWN, DESPITE EFFORTS TO SAVE IT FROM DEMOLITION 

 
VERNON -The 1848 Italianate-style home on Park Street which preservationists had hoped to 

save from demolition, is history. It is an ex-house. 
A little rubble is all that remains of the building, which was demolished late last week. The local 

Historic Properties Commission had tried to save the structure, which the Savings Bank of Rockville 
purchased earlier this year with the intention of building a parking lot Although the group was able to delay 
the demolition for 90 days, no alternate use or buyer could be found. 
 "We were sorry to see it go down, "commission Chairwoman Ardis Abbott said. 

Abbott said she understood the bank's position, but that the house was an excellent example of 
an architectural style that is rare. 
The home, at 33 -35 Park St. had become dilapidated and some called it an eyesore. 

"No matter how good the architecture is, if it is unoccupied and dilapidated, it becomes unsafe and 
an eyesore," Mayor Tony Muro said. 

Two other dilapidated structures -one on West Street and another on Laurel Street that was 
destroyed by fire earlier this year -are also scheduled to be torn down. Muro said removing the buildings is a 
step toward reducing blight (Excellent idea for detecting with permission and donating finds to Historical 
Commission) 

Abbott said the commission had reviewed the West Street property but did not invoke the 
90-day demolition delay because the building, though old, had been altered a great deal and was in 
disrepair. 

Town officials continue to seek alternate uses for property at 71-73 Union St. Although the 
commission is not trying to save the building, Abbott did oppose a proposal to turn the site into a parking lot. 



- 7 - 

FEBRUARY 
 



- 8 - 

FEBRUARY 
 

Club positions and their responsibilities 
 
March is our election month, so it's time to start considering supporting your club by holding an office 
or handling one of the many small jobs associated with running a successful club such as ours.  Here is 
a brief description of what each job has to do. 
 
PRESIDENT: The President has to preside over (almost) every meeting. It should be the President's 
responsibility to assure that the meetings are conducted in an orderly fashion. It should also be his or 
her job to welcome visitors, introduce new members, read the mail and most important, bang the gavel 
to sound coffee hour after the meeting. The President also sets up an executive board meeting once a 
month and presides over that meeting. In our club, the President is not alone. There are plenty of Past 
Presidents active in the Executive Board to assist the President in his every move, therefore anyone can 
hold the Office of President --- Even YOU. 
 
VICE PRESIDENT: It is the Vice President's job to take over in the Presidents absence.  He also aids 
the President in having an orderly and informative meeting. The Vice President should see that all 
visitors are informed on what's going on at the meeting. 
 
TREASURER: It is the Treasurer's job to keep up the clubs check book as well as to write checks to 
cover expenses.  If you know how to handle your own check book than you too can be our club 
Treasurer. Each month the Treasurer reads to the members his or her report for the month. Again, there 
are plenty of past Treasurers in our club to help out if any questions should arise. 
 
RECORDING SECRETARY: It is the Recording Secretary's job to keep the minutes of each meeting 
and to read the minutes from the previous meeting to the members at each meeting. The minutes are 
given to the Newsletter Editor for publication in our Monthly newsletter. 
 
CORRESPONDING SECRETARY: It is the Corresponding Secretary's job to answer all club mail and 
give all correspondence to the President. 
 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR: It is the job of the Newsletter Editor to compile a PHOTO ready newsletter 
with exception to the front and back pages. The Editor receives all articles from the members and has 
to do some research to fill in all of the empty spaces. The job is A 'fairly large one, so you might 
consider offering to be responsible for just one page each month.  Interested? 
 
LIBRARIAN: It is the responsibility of the Librarian to keep all of our Treasure Hunting Books, 
Magazines and Tapes and to bring them to each meeting. Also, he or she should keep a record of books 
that have been borrowed by our members. Being the Librarian is a great job to start off getting involved 
in the operation of Y.T.C. 
 
FIND OF THE MONTH: We need one person who would be willing to bring and set up the find of the 
month display. They also count up the votes at the end of each meeting to determine the winners. This 
information would then be compiled and given to the Newsletter Editor for publication in our 
Newsletter. 
 

Continuted on next page. 
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REFRESHMENT CHAIRMAN: As part of our regular monthly meetings we enjoy a coffee hour 
afterwards. We need someone who would be willing to bring in coffee and doughnuts to each meeting.  
The club pays for the refreshments, all you have to do is stop on the way and bring in the goodies.  Plus 
set up and clean up. Sound like something you can do? 
 
PRESTIGE ALBUM CHAIRMAN: This person maintains the Prestige Album, adds to it and brings it 
to each meeting. 
 
RAFFLE CHAIRMAN: This member is responsible for selling 50/50 drawing and other raffle tickets at 
the meetings to raise funds for the club. 
 
HUNT MASTERS: Several members are needed each year to arrange treasure hunts for club members. 
Responsibilities include choosing the date, time and site, handling registrations, arranging for prizes, 
and seeding the hunt fields. Opportunities abound for Hunt Masters and Assistants. 
 
CHALLENGE MASTER: This person sets the criteria for the annual Challenge contest and checks off 
the members' finds as they are brought to the meetings. 
 
LEGISLATIVE LIAISON: This member keeps track of any legislation that may affect our hobby and 
encourages communication with our elected representatives. 
 
FMDAC REPRESENTATIVES: Two delegates and two alternates are needed to represent the club's 
interests to the Federation. 
 

YOUR Y.T.C. OFFICERS      MEETING DATES 1997 
 
President Mark Sutcliffe 860-647-7541 January 14, 1997 
Vice President Ken Krivanec: 860-872-9190 February 11, 1997 
Recording Secretary Bruce Morris Not Published March 11, 1997 
Corresponding Secretary Eleanor Hube 860-668-0029 April 8, 1997 
Treasurer Ken Gudcrnatch 860-568-3464 May 13, 1997 
Find-of-the-Month Steve Sant Andrea 203-263-5241 June 10, 1997 
Librarian Jim Groom 860-645-8966 July 8, 1997 
Newsletter Editor Rick Browne 860-738-0570 August 12, 1997 
Assistant Editor Jane Browne 860-738-0570 September 9, 1997 
Newsletter Reporter Steve Sant Andrea 203-263-5241 October 14, 1997 
Newsletter Publisher Mark Sutcliffe 860-647-7541 November 18, 1997* 
Refreshments Debbie Martin 860-627-6216 December 9, 1997 
Quartermaster Richard MacRobbie 860-742-0706 
TMDAC Representatives John & Anita Hubley 860-644-9600 ATTENTION 
FMDAC Alternate Eleanor Hube 860-668-0029 NOVEMBER IS THE 
FMDACAltcmatie Ken Gudcrnatch 860-568-3464 3rd TUESDAY 
Raffles Donna Ketchin 860-658-6746 
Photographer Debbie Martin 860-627-6216 
Huntmasters Donna Ketchin 860-658-6746 
Huntmasters Anita & John Hubley 860-644-9600 
Huntmasters Richard MacRobbie 860-742-0706 
Huntmaster Kan Krivanec 860-872-9190 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
1996 Garrett Club Program: Please register all Garrett metal detectors purchased during 1996 with 
Garrett, making them aware you are a member of Y.T.C. Obtain an application from any Y.T.C. 
officer. Garrett credits the club with 10% of the purchase price. This credit is used to procure the yearly 
Freedom Ace Give-A-Way detector. This promotion will continue into 1997 for detectors purchased in 
1997. Remember if you do not support your club, it can not survive! 
 
February 23rd Somers Antique Bottle Club show, 9am-3pm St. Bernard’s West (formerly St. 
Joseph’s), Enfield, CT 
 
April 26th BONE 4. Banquet tickets until 2/28 are $20 each, then $25 until sold out. Seminars  & 
workshops are $2 each or $10 for all (under 12 years old - FREE). The two open hunts on Sunday 
(10AM and 2PM) are $30 each. The New England Gold Panning Championship Contest at 1PM is $10. 
For tickets/exhibitor information or other information call George Streeter at 603-357-0607 or write to: 
BONE 4, 14 Vernon Street, Keen, NH 03431. 

 
August 24th N.E. FMDAC annual cookout. Location is unknown at this time, more information will 
be forth coming form George Streeter. 

 
UPCOMING HUNTS 

 
PLEASE, PLEASE TELL ME WHERE HAVE ALL THE HUNTS HAVE GONE? 

CAN IT BE SO LATE AND GETTING SO COLD ONLY THE POLAR BEAR KNOWS? Yes 
the Jack P. Hube Polar Bear Hunt is February 2 on Hammonnassett Beach at 11:30AM, 
register at 10AM. 
 
October 4th and 5th Granite State’s annual hunt at Lake Shore Farm. More information when 
available. This is the year’s best local club hunt, one that should NOT be missed. They are accepting 
prize donations. Contact Ron Pinard at RR1 Box 1830, Pitsfield, NH 03263 for shipping directions. 
 

Forms for most hunts are available at each Y.T.C. meeting. 

 
LOWEST LOW TIDES 1997 
 
JAN 10 & 22     FEB 8 
MAR 10     APR 7, 8, 22, 23, 24, 25 
MAY 6, 7, 23, 24, 25     JUN 4, 5, 22, 23 
JUL 2, 3, 4, 21, 22     AUG 19 & 20 
SEP 17 & 18     OCT 16 & 17 
NOV 14, 15, 30     DEC 1, 13, 31 
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 The groundhog says that spring is coming 
 Charge those batteries - hunt days 

coming! 
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THE YTC MEETING MINUTES FOR THE FEBRUARY 1997 MEETING 

 ARE NOT AVAILABLE FOR PUBLICATION AT THIS TIME. 

All YTC members are invited to the first monthly Club Outing 
which will be hosted by Eleanor Hube in Suffield, CT on Sunday, March 
16th (the Sunday after the meeting). Hunting will take place on public 
land in the Suffield area. Meet at McAlister school on Mountain Road 
(Route 168), a short drive west of the center of Suffield. No fees, no 
prize tokens, no refreshments, just lots of diggin' in the dirt! Trash 
aprons required. Bring a probe if you wish to learn or practice prob-
ing. Bring your Challenge List; maybe you can complete Level 1! The 
outing will be held weather and soil conditions, permitting. If there 
is any question whether or not the hunt is on, call Eleanor at 
860/668-0029. 
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HELLO FELLOW READERS 

 

THANKS RICK 
and Jane 

This is just a short note of introduction to make you all aware that I will be taking 
on the job of PROBE editor. 

 
Rick Browne’s new position at his job requires much added effort and it’s simply not 

possible for him to continue to devote the time needed to put out the PROBE. On behalf 
of all the members of the YTC I would like to say : 

for your efforts in the preparation of the PROBE. We have a great newsletter because 
of you and I hope that I will be able maintain the standard you have set. 
 

As for myself, I would like everyone to know that I will welcome any input from any 
club member. If you see an article in the paper that relates to treasure hunting in 
Yankee Territory send it to me (and if you vacation below the Mason-Dixon line we’d 
all like to hear about that too). If you have ideas about places to hunt or techniques for 
hunting that work for you, send them along. If you had a great hunt last weekend but 
couldn’t make it to the meeting to brag, give me a call. If you just have a message or 
thought that you would like the other members to be aware of let me know and I’ll get 
the news out. Snail mail, Email or phone whichever method appeals to you.  
 

The YTC has about a hundred members, many of whom live at a distance and 
cannot attend the meetings. The PROBE is a method for all of us to join in and share 
the fun of detecting! So even if you can’t get down to the East Hartford Library for 
meeting night, your thoughts, ideas and detecting adventures are welcome here! 
 

My address is: 
 

Steve Sant Andrea 
PO Box 576 

Woodbury, CT, 06798 
203-263-5241 

Email: stvfallt@wtco.net 
 

Thanks in advance for all of your help and now on with the Probe>>> 
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Metal Detectors and Accessories 
 

Spring Packages available on all 
Metal Detector Purchases(6/21/97) 

Metal Detector Classes Coming 
 

J&E Enterprises of Suffield 
1242 South St. Rt. 75 
Suffield, CT 06078 

1-860-668-0029 
            1-860-668-4482 (Fax) 

Welcome to our 

newest members 
 

Lou Duncan 
Middlefield 

 
Clifford Harper 

Hartford 
 

Kenneth MacMinagil 
Glastonbury 

 

New Haven Area Members 
 
There was an interesting article in last weeks Hartford 
Courant. It concerns a project being spearheaded by 
Mayor DeStefano called the Livable City Initiative. The 
gist of the article is that the LCI is a demolition program 
primarily focused on the “blighted” areas of New Haven. 
The idea is that if the city goes in and demolishes the old 
abandoned and deteriorating building the empty lots will 
magically spring to life. 
 
So what, you say. Well charge those batteries folks. The 
article was written by an architectural historian. The area 
where he was photographing doomed buildings was 
along Gilbert Avenue. As part of a discussion with a 
local resident he reveals that one house on the block was 
built in 1820. Another was originally owned by one of 
the Winchesters of Winchester Rifle fame. 
 
For those members who have access to the New Haven 
area a trip to the planning office to find out about houses 
that have already been demolished and about those on the 
“DOA” list could turn up some very productive hunt 
sites. 
 
A word of caution, the inference of the article is that all 
such properties coming under the LCI program will be in 
“bad” areas of the city. It is recommended that if any 
member decides to hunt any of these sites, he or she 
should NOT go alone.  
 
If anyone is interested you can find the original article in 
the Sunday Hartford Courant of February 23, page C1. If 
anyone can get to New Haven to check this out, let me 
know what the story is. 
 

Steve Sant Andrea 
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COIN GOLD & Ed GRELLA 1891 SEATED DIME 

 SILVER KEN GUDERNATCH 1911-D BARBER HALF DOLLAR 

    

 OTHER PHIL NEWMAN 1870 INDIAN HEAD CENT 

    

 TOKEN / DON DEBERADINO TEACHERS MEDAL 

 MEDAL   

    

    

JEWELRY GOLD KEN GUDERNATCH 14k JADE MEN’S RING 

    

    

 SILVER DON DEBERADINO STERLING SILVER RING 

    

 OTHER *NO ENTRY*  

    

    

RELIC TOY DON DEBERADINO FIGURE OF A KNIGHT 

    

 MILITARY *NO ENTRY*  

    

 OTHER KEN KRIVANIC ANTIQUE BUTTON 

  KEN GUDERNATCH FISHING ROD AND REEL 

    

BOLD PRINT INDICATES WINNER submitted by: Steve Sant Andrea 2-97 
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Steve Sant Andrea 
 
Hello Fellow Hunters! Well, the dark days of 
winter are limiting our members hunting         
activities and the February meeting reflects the        
results of these early sunsets. There were only 
nine entries on the table- actually eight on the 
table and one leaning against the wall but I’ll get 
back to that! Only the Coin-Gold/Silver and the 
Relic-Other subdivisions had two entries. 
Jewelry-Other and Relic-Military had no entries 
and all other categories had only one entry. But 
Punxsutawney Phil says that spring is nipping at 
our heels so I’m sure the March Checkerboard 
will have all categories filled. So for February 
1997 here are the Best Finds of the Month: 
 
In the Coin /Gold-Silver subdivision the winner 
was Ed Grella. Ed decided to try water hunting 
with a twist. He recovered his 1891 Seated Dime 
in a flowing  river! Ed was hunting a running 
river in Fairfield with his Minelab Excaliber. He 
was making slow progress as he picked up old 
bullets and fishing lures. He suddenly swung 
over a target that gave him a “weird signal." 
Fighting the current, Ed dug down about 7 inches 
to recover his winning Seated Dime. The dime is 
in surprisingly good condition and would 
probably grade in Fine to Very Fine condition. 
Congratulation's Ed on a great recovery under 
tough conditions. 
 
In the Coin/Other subdivision the winner was 
Phil Newman who brought to the board an 1870 
Indian Head Cent. Phil was hunting in a  local 
park having a tough time recovering       targets 
in the frozen ground. He decided to try his luck in 
soft ground under a tree He swung his loop 
around the roots and came up with the Indian 
and another signal to boot! Phil says that after he 
recovered the Indian he rechecked the hole and 
got a second solid signal. The other   target was 
deeper and under the tree root itself so he was 
not able to recover it for the February meeting.  
 
In the Coin/Token-Medal subdivision the wining 
entry was recovered by Don DeBerardino. Don 
was hunting at a public beach in R.I. when he  

recovered his St. John the Baptist Teachers 
Medal. Don was using his Minelab on dry sand 
and recovered the Medal at about 6 inches. Don 
came to the area on a tip from a relative who is 
involved in dredging there. The inside info must 
have been good since you’ll see Don’s name again 
-- twice -- a little farther along. 
 
In the Jewelry/Gold subdivision Ken 
Gudernatch was the winner with his 14k Jade 
Man’s ring. He was hunting up to his chest in the 
salt water at a Connecticut beach when his 
Whites sounded off. The bottom was rocky 
making the recovery difficult. But the target 
sound was solid  and after working at it he 
brought up the ring, a 14k band with a single 
large, oval cut Jade stone mounted in it.  
 
As promised above, in the Jewelry/Silver         
subdivision Don DeBerardino returns to the 
spotlight with a Sterling Silver ring decorated 
with a geometric pattern. This winning find also 
came from 9 inches under that same R.I. beach. 
 
In the Relic/Toy category, Don DeBerardino 
returns for a third silver dime with his entry of 
an English made Toy Knight Figure. Don         
returned to Connecticut for this find, locating his 
medieval treasure on a Connecticut beach. This 
beach was a little easier on him. He only had to 
dig down 4 inches to recover his winning toy.  
 
In the Relic/Other subdivision we had an          
interesting race. Ken Krivanic eventually won 
the prize for his recovered antique button. But 
the real eye catcher of the evening was Ken 
Gudernatch’s Fishing Pole. Yes, that’s right. Ken 
was hunting in the water when his loop swung 
over the reel of a complete fishing pole. It’s about 
six feet long and had a working reel with line. It 
was so long that it wouldn’t fit on the 
Checkerboard table and we had to lean it against 
the wall. All Ken needs is a hook and he’ll be all 
set. With his luck in the water his first cast will 
probably reel in Captain Kidd’s treasure right out 
of Davy Jones’s locker. 
 
Well, that’s it for February. Spring is almost here 
so charge your batteries and check your gear and 
come on down to a meeting this year.  
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 Long Lost Ring Found in Sound 

 
By the Associated Press 
 

GREENWICH-- A small token from the past has been found more than four decades after it first fell 
into Long Island Sound. 

A Greenwich High School gold ring bearing a red stone and engraved with the initials “C.A.F.” fell 
into the waters during a beach party in 1956. An Indiana man found it with an underwater metal 
detector in the waters off Greenwich Point and brought it ashore last Sunday. 

“I’ve found a lot of rings, “ said Carter Pennington, 36, of Granger, Ind., who makes such searches as 
a hobby. 

But Pennignton doesn’t stop with finding treasures, He also searches for owners. After finding the 
ring, Pennington contacted Greenwich High School to match ring with owner. 

The owner was Carlene Audrey Ford, now Carlene Arruzza, a real estate broker living in Port 
Orange, Fla. 

“Just think of the years of water pounding and the erosion of the beach,” Aruzza said Thursday, 
adding that she was “just taken aback” when she learned of Pennington’s find. “Think about losing 
something 40 years ago. It’s an unreal story.” 

Arruzza has yet to see the ring. She has asked Pennington to bring it to her mother’s home next 
time he is in Greenwich. 

 
Thanks to Ken Krivanic, Irene Olschefski, Marilyn Pierce, J.T., and Steve Wente for contributing 

this Class Ring article.  
 

British Coin Found in Philadelphia is 270 Years Old. 
Knight-Ridder Newspapers 
 

PHILADELPHIA--Did it accidentally drop out of a carpenter’s pocket as he was helping build the 
tower of Independence Hall? Or did someone bury it there intentionally, a sort of time capsule to be 
discovered nearly three centuries later? 

An archaeologist found the 270-year-old British coin this week while digging beneath the grand 
staircase leading up to the Independence Hall tower. 

He was poking around under the building to make sure no rare artifacts would be lost or destroyed 
when a new air-conditioning system is installed soon. 

The coin, made of bronze or silver, is about the size of a quarter and is probably and English farthing, 
said Karie Diethorn, chief curator of Independence National Historical Park. 

It features a profile of King George, either George I or George II, and was probably struck in the 
1720’s, she said. It was probably buried in the dirt 30 years later, when the tower was being built, she 
said. 

“It’s not a rare coin, but a wonderfully evocative coin,” Diethorn said. Similar ones have been 
unearthed behind the historic building and elsewhere in Philadelphia, she said. 

The coin represents a message from another time -- the 1750’s, when workers were building the 
tower, before the Declaration of Independence and the drafting of the Constitution created a new nation 
and made the modest brick building a shire to democracy. 

She said the farthing was “a commoners coin that would have been found in the pocket of an average 
18th century citizen. 

 
Thanks to Donna Ketchin for hunting up this article. 
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PROGRAM ANNOUNCEMENT FOR APRIL 

MEETING 

  
At the April 8th YTC meeting we will have a long awaited presentation on 

new, state-of—the-art metal detectors. We are fortunate to have four local   
dealers who are members of our club. Each of them has the opportunity to show us 
a land and a water machine and discuss their attributes. 

Bill Aberle will discuss Tesoro, Ed Grella will cover MineLab and       
Barracuda, Eleanor Hube will present the Garrett GTA�1000 and Fisher 1280�X, and 
Paul Siladi will show off the Fisher CZ7. 

Come early, and prepare to learn about the latest in detector technology. 
 
 
   
Federation of Metal Detector and Archeological Clubs News 
 
*We are now receiving monthly FMDAC Newsbriefs with current and valuable       

information from President Al Dubiel.  
*We are also receiving frequent, lengthy and hard-to-read faxes from the    

Northeast Chapter FMDAC containing a lot of duplicate information that could 
probably be sent much more economically by US Mail.  

*FMDAC President Al Dubiel is recovering from throat surgery.  
*In January, rep's from Mother Lode Research Center, Silver State Treasure   

Hunters Club and FMDAC met with Donette Gordon, Chief BLM (Bureau of Land     
Management) Nevada Law Enforcement Officer to discuss mineral/metal detecting on 
BLM-managed Nevada lands. The meeting was another in a series designed to bring 
about a common sense policy that would ensure the citizen collector and sport  
detectorist could indulge their hobbies on federally-managed lands without fear 
of citation or arrest. Ms Gordon expressed her desire for a working partnership 
between collectors and the BLM. 
  
 

ST. JUDE HOSPITAL RESEARCH FUND BENEFIT RAFFLE TICKETS AVAILABLE 
  
The Northeast Chapter FMDAC and the Professional Treasure Hunters       

Historical Society are sponsoring a raffle to benefit the St. Jude Children's 
Hospital research Fund. This is an important and worthwhile fundraiser to help 
children with cancer. Tickets are $2.00 each, or three for $5.00. Drawing will be 
held at the Best 0' North East IV Treasure Hunters Awards Banquet in Keene, NH on 
April 26, 1997. You need not be present to win. 
First Prize: Your choice of a Fisher, Tesoro, Garrett, MineLab or White's detec-
tor valued below $1000 retail or $500 cash.  
Second Prize: Two "Pieces of Eight" (1714 Ocho Reales) donated by Pat & Brenda 
Centofante and George Streeter.  
Third Prize: One pound of silver coins. 

Please help this worth cause. Contact Mark Sutcliffe at meetings and    
outings, or call him at 860/647-7541 to purchase tickets. Show that you and your 
club care! 
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Proposed budget cuts could eliminate natural history 

museum at Morin  

      STATE ARCHEOLOGIST THREATENED WITH EXTINCTION 

According to news reports, proposed budget cuts at the   
University of Connecticut may effectively eliminate the       
Connecticut State Museum of Natural History. University      
Chancellor Mark Emmert has pledged to reduce the museum's budget 
by more than 50% by 1998 and close the museum's exhibit space. He 
expects to remodel the exhibit space into a luxurious lecture and 
seminar room. Apparently, Governor Rowland's zeal to cut taxes in 
order to assure his reelection has caused some State bureaucrats 
to trim their budgets with a chainsaw and woodchipper. [Editorial 
Comment by M.S.] 

One effect will be to eliminate the museum's public outreach 
programs which have touched some 750,000 people since 1985.     
Another effect will be the elimination of the Office of State   
Archeologist, according to Dr. Nick Bellantoni. 

Why does this affect us? YTC has had a very good working 
relationship with Nick. We have cooperated with him on a number 
of archeological investigations. He has twice spoken at our 
meetings on the importance of identifying and preserving     
significant archeological sites. He speaks regularly to      
historical societies and other groups on the role of archeology 
in science and human understanding, in addition to being the one 
person called upon in the state when bones or  artifacts are un-
earthed during construction. We are very fortunate to be able to 
work with Nick, rather than against him. If we lose him now, a 
few years down the road when the political winds shift and the    
position is once again funded, we may find ourselves dealing 
with someone who is antagonistic toward our hobby. 

If you care about our hobby, about archeology, and about 
keeping significant archeological sites and artifacts from being 
lost to "progress'; please write to the people listed below and 
contact your State Representatives. 

 
Philip Austin, President Mark Emmert, Chancellor 
University of Connecticut University of Connecticut 
U-48 U-86 
Storrs, CT 06269-2048 Storrs, CT 06269-2086 
  
Lewis B. Rome, Esq., Chairman 
UConn Board of Trustees, c/o  
Rome, McGuigan, Hoberman, Sabanosh & Klebanoff, P.C.                        
One State Street Hartford, CT 06103-3101 
  
Please call the Museum at 860/486-4460 for names and addresses 
of legislators and additional trustees. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
1996 Garrett Club Program: Please register all Garrett metal detectors purchased during 1996 
with Garrett, making them aware you are a member of Y.T.C. Obtain an application from any 
Y.T.C. officer. Garrett credits the club with 10% of the purchase price. This credit is used to procure 
the yearly Freedom Ace Give-A-Way detector. This promotion will continue into 1997 for detectors 
purchased in 1997. Remember if you do not support your club, it can not survive! 
 
April 26th BONE 4. Banquet tickets until 2/28 are $20 each, then $25 until sold out. Seminars  & 
workshops are $2 each or $10 for all (under 12 years old - FREE). The two open hunts on Sunday 
(10 AM and 2 PM) are $30 each. The New England Gold Panning Championship Contest at 1 PM is 
$10. For tickets/exhibitor information or other information call George Streeter at 603-357-0607 or 
write to: BONE 4, 14 Vernon Street, Keen, NH 03431. 

 
August 24th N.E. FMDAC annual cookout. Location is unknown at this time, more information 
will be forth coming form George Streeter. 

 
UPCOMING HUNTS 

 
October 4th and 5th Granite State’s annual hunt at Lake Shore Farm. More information when 
available. This is the year’s best local club hunt, one that should NOT be missed. They are 
accepting prize donations. Contact Ron Pinard at RR1 Box 1830, Pitsfield, NH 03263 for shipping 
directions. 
 

Forms for most hunts are available at each Y.T.C. 
meeting. 

 

     Advance Notice of the April Club Outing: 

  
The April YTC Club Outing will be hosted by Ken Gudernatch 

at the Lebanon Green on Sunday, April 20th, 1997. Please note 
that this is not the Sunday after the meeting. This event will 
be, in part, a New Detectorist Workshop for those members who 
are new or relatively inexperienced in metal detecting. Learn 
about your machine and its capabilities, how to pinpoint and 
properly recover targets by plugging and probing. Details and 
map in next month's Probe. 



Volume 22                    Issue 4               April 1997 

Official Newsletter Of 

YANKEE  TERRITORY 

FOUNDED JANUARY 1976 
Articles May Be Copied Provided Credit Is Given The Author and YANKEE TERRITORY COINSHOOTERS 

Yankee Territory Coinshooters 
1242 South Street 
Suffield, Connecticut, 06078 

FIRST CLASS 

MEMBER FEDERATION OF METAL DETECTOR & ARCHEOLOGICAL CLUBS, INC. 

MEETING PLACE: EAST HARTFORD PUBLIC LIBRARY 840 MAIN ST. TIME 6:30 PM BUSINESS MEETING 
7:00PM 

 
 NEXT MEETING 

“The stuff is old and its out there - you just have 
to dig deep for it.” Bob Tulay 

Remember this is your club! 
Please support all functions and write an article for the Probe. 



- 2 - 

APRIL 

YTC Meeting Date March 11, 1997 
 
The March 11th meeting of the Yankee Territory Coinshooters was called to order at 7:00 PM by 
President Mark Sutcliffe with 44 members present. 
 
The minutes of the February meeting were not available. 
 
The Treasurer’s Report was read and accepted. It was noted that our treasury stands at a record high. 
 
Announcements: 
The President announced that he and Eleanor Hube would be appearing on Jim Korp’s “Kollectors 
Korner” on East Hartford public access TV. 
 
Several upcoming hunts were announced, including Pike’s Peak Adventure League, Indian Territory, 
Massachusetts Treasure Hunters Association and the Best O’North East IV. 
 
Uconn budget cuts were discussed which would result in the loss of the Museum of Natural History and 
the Office of State Archeologist. 
 
Members were encouraged to support the St. Jude Raffle. 
 
Current membership stands at 95. 
 
Committees: 
Internet Group: Any member interested in communicating via E-Mail is encouraged to send his or her 
E-mail address to the Newsletter Editor, Steve Sant Andrea, for publication. 
 
Correspondence: 
Nineteen members who had not paid dues as of the February meeting received letters from the 
President in the hopes that they would rejoin us. 
 
We received copies of thank-you notes from Garrett Detector winner Don Bogli to Garrett Electronics 
and the Nielson Family. 
 
We received a note of thanks from the Pastor of St. Stephen Church for our donation in memory of Kurt 
Nielson. 
 
We received a news article from page one of the Norwich Bulletin of March 8, 1997 which mentioned an 
ordinance banning metal detecting in the city. The YTC Board will investigate. 
 
An article was read from “Treasure Trove”, the newsletter of the Brooklyn Treasure Hunters Club of 
New York City regarding the ticketing of two of their members for the crime of metal detecting in 
Brooklyn parks. 
 
Bob Tulay informed the members of a very good deal on AA batteries at Ames Department Stores. The 
store nearly paid Bob to take the batteries away! 
 
Program Announcements: 
This month’s meeting program was election and committees. 
 
Discussed the March Club Outing in Suffield. 
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YTC Meeting Date March 11, 1997 (continued) 
 
Discussed the April meeting program: four detector dealers. 
 
Discussed the April Club Outing at Lebanon Green. 
 
Mentioned the need for upcoming Club Outing Sites (volunteers). 
 
Old Business: None. 
 
New Business: 
The following people were unanimously elected to club offices for the upcoming year: 
President:  Kenneth Krivanec, 34 Pinnacle St, Ellington, CT 06029, 860-- 
Vice President: Philip R. Skewes, 116 Meadowbrook Lane, Mansfield Center, CT 06250, 

860-423-5400 
Recording Secretary: Mark Sutcliffe, 40 Phelps Rd., Manchester, CT 06040-3210, 860-647-7541 
Corresponding Secretary: Eleanor M. Hube, 1242 South St., Suffield, CT 06078, 860-668-0029 
Treasurer: Ken Gudernatch, 61 Glenn Rd., Apt A-9, East Hartford, CT, 06118, 860-

568-3464 
 
Mark Sutcliffe, departing President, thanked the membership for making his tenure a pleasure and turned 
the meeting over to Ken Krivanec, who accepted the following volunteers for committees: 
 
Find-of-the-Month: Steve Sant Andrea, 203-263-5241 
Librarian: Jim Groom, 860-645-8966 
Newsletter Editor: Steve Sant Andrea, 203-263-5241 
Assistant Editor: Rick Browne, 860-738-0570 
Newsletter Publisher: Mark Sutcliffe, 860-647-7541 
Internet Group: Bill Aberle, 860-423-4884 
Refreshments: Donna Ketchin, 860-658-6746 
Raffles: Debbie Martin, 860-627-6216 
Quartermaster: Richard MacRobbie, 860-742-0706 
FMDAC Reps: Anita and John Hubley, 860-644-9600 
FMDAC Alternates: Eleanor Hube, 860-668-0029 
 Ken Gudernatch, 860-568-3464 
Prestige Album: TomWoron, 860-568-7424 
Photographer: Debbie Martin, 860-627-6216 
Challenge Master: John Hubley, 860-644-9600 
Legislative Liaison: open 
 
The club voted, without dissent, to continue membership in the Federation of Metal Detector and 
Archeological Clubs (FMDAC) and send in a check for dues in the amount of $500. 
 
The club voted to renew the liability insurance for $256. 
 
Attendance Drawing: 
John Govoni missed an opportunity to win 2 silver quarters. 
Rose Collins won a silver dime. 
Jeff Flannery, Chuck Anderson, James Eles and Jim Groom won 2x2 coin holders donated by Thom 
“Curbside” Turner. 
 
A raffle for an 1878-S silver dollar was won by Debbie Martin. 
 



- 4 - 

APRIL 

Metal Detectors and Accessories 
 

Spring Packages available on all 
Metal Detector Purchases(6/21/97) 

Metal Detector Classes Coming 
 

J&E Enterprises of Suffield 
1242 South St. Rt. 75 
Suffield, CT 06078 

1-860-668-0029 
            1-860-668-4482 (Fax) 
 

YTC Meeting Date March 11, 1997 (continued) 
 
The 50/50 drawing for $22 was won by Ken Krivanec, who pledged to donate $5 of his winnings to the 
hunt Treasure Chest. 
 
Don Bogli told us about finding a very old Fisher (ca 1946/7) metal detector in a barn. He donated it to 
George Streeter for his museum. George was very pleased to get the machine and sent Don a year’s 
subscription to his “Treasure Hunters Gazette.” 
 
The meeting Adjourned at approximately 8:50 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Mark Sutcliffe, Recording Secretary. 
 

Letter from St. Stephen’s 
 
Dear Members of the Y.T.C., 
 
Thank you for your donation to St. Stephen’s of 
$35 in memory of Kurt Nielsen. Our parish 
family greatly appreciates it as do I. Kurt was a 
special person to all whom he met. His death was 
sudden and sad for all who knew him but I am 
sure he is up there pulling for all of us now. 
 
Thanks again, 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Rev. Stephen J. Gleeson, Pastor. 
 
 

Letter to Garrett 
 
Dear Sirs, 
 
I am writing to thank you for the Garrett Detector 
you donated to the Yankee Territory 
Coinshooters. As a member in 1996, I took part in 
the drawing and was lucky enough to win it. 
 
I have been wanting to get one for my wife for 
some time now and it just fits the bill; light 
weight and easy controls. 
 
Once again many thanks. 
 
Yours truly, 
 
Don Bogli 
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B OL

COIN - GOLD/SILVER BOB ELLIS 1853 3 CENT PIECE 
 KEN GUDERNATCH 1937 WALKING LIBERTY 

HALF 
 STEVE WENTE 1903 BARBER DIME 
   
COIN - OTHER KENT KARIEVA 1831 LARGE CENT 
 ELEANOR HUBE 1948 WHEAT CENT 
   
COIN - TOKEN/MEDAL JIM GROOM 1863 1¢ CIVIL WAR 

TOKEN 
 LEWIS DIGHELLO DAREDEVIL LUCKY 

TOKEN 
   
JEWELRY - GOLD BOB TULAY 14k ANTIQUE CUFFLINK 
 KEN GUDERNATCH 14k BRACELET 
   
JEWELRY - SILVER RICK BROWNE SILVER RING 
   

RELIC - TOY DONNA KETCHIN TOY CAP GUN 
 VALERIE WILLIAMS 2 TONKA TRUCKS 
 PHIL SKEWES TOY BOWLING PIN 
   
RELIC - MILITARY LOU DUNCAN CONTINENTAL ARMY 

BUTTON 
 STEVE WENTE MUSKET BALL 
 KENT KARIEVA MILITIA UNIFORM 

BUTTON 
   
RELIC - OTHER BOB ELLIS LONE RANGER BADGE 
 ELEANOR HUBE THIMBLE 
 JIM GROOM c1700 CAST PEWTER 

BUTTON 
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THE CHECKERBOARD REPORT 

BY 
STEVE SANT ANDREA 

 
Hello Fellow Hunters!. Well, the YTC’s last 
winter meeting went out like a loin with a 
number of interesting finds competing for top 
honors. The closest heat of the evening was in the 
Relic - Other subdivision where Bob Ellis and 
Jim Groom fought it out to the end.  
 
Coin - Gold/Silver: At the top of the chart this 
month is Bob Ellis who won the silver dime with 
his recovery of a 3 Cent Silver piece. Bob was 
hunting at an old house site near his home. Last 
fall he found a 3 Cent piece and a button out 
there but otherwise the site has been barren. Bob 
decided to hunt it again and his persistence paid 
off with a second 3 Cent silver.  
 
Coin - Other: Kent Karieva’s Garrett reached 
down 5” to pick out an 1831 Large Cent from its 
resting place in the front yard of his Southwick, 
MA home. The coin is in fair condition and about 
the size of a half dollar!. It's strange to think that 
at one time it took that much copper to make a 
penny. 
 
Coin - Token/Medal: Jim Groom would only 
say that he found his winning 1863 1 Cent Civil 
War Token “East of the River.” While he’s not 
letting on about the latitude of his find he did 
admit that its depth was 5” and that he was 
swinging his Garrett in the woods at the time the 
large cent beeped its way into his collection. 
 
Jewelry - Gold: Bob Tulay was more specific 
about his find which came from a 1795 house in 
Glastonbury. Bob was getting into the swing of 
things hunting around the foundation when he 
got a noisy signal. Experience with old houses 
and the many marginal targets they hold led Bob 
to dig and he turned up his winning 14k cufflink. 
He searched the area but was unable to locate 
the mate. 
 
 

Jewelry - Silver: Our first winning member to 
dive into detecting this month is Rick Browne. 
Rick was hunting in a salt water location when 
his Whites picked up a signal. It took six scoops 
to recover the target but with his curiosity in 
high gear he kept at it until he had recovered his 
winning silver ring. The ring had been in the 
ground so long that it was crusted with tarnish. 
But its treasure value shone through and it won 
the silver dime for Rick. 
 
Jewelry - Other: no entry  
 
Relic - Toy: Donna Ketchin, her trusty Fisher 
in the trunk, stopped at a tag sale at a ca1730 
house. The house interested her more than the 
sale table so she asked and received permission 
to hunt. She recovered her winning Paratrooper 
Toy Cap Gun near the house itself. The toy was 
in sandy soil so it was not corroded and is in 
generally good shape. She also found a dog tag 
and a toy car. 
 
Relic - Military: If we gave awards for dogged 
persistence, then Lou Duncan would be the 
winner this month. He was out hunting a house 
site in a wooded area when it started to snow. 
Lou immediately headed back to his car -- to get 
his water machine! He continued to search, found 
a couple of coins and then got a “weird” signal 
from his Minelab. He dug down through snow, 
leaves, and 8” of dirt to retrieve his winning 
Continental Army USA, General Service Button, 
ca1775-1783. “I got really wet and cold” he said 
“but it was worth it!” 
 
Relic - Other: Bob Ellis makes a second 
appearance this month with his Bond Bread Lone 
Ranger Safety Club Badge. He was hunting 
around a ca1870 house in East Windsor that had 
been an orphanage. His Garret turned up this 
promotional badge at about 3”. Bob intents to 
return to the site since there is an old story that 
on Arbor day the kids at the orphanage would 
put coins in cans, bury them, and then plant a 
tree on top. Sounds like that site has potential! 
 
Well, that’s the Checkerboard Report for this 
month. As we start moving into prime detecting 
season I’m sure that the April meeting will bring 
a shower of great finds to the Checkerboard. So 
good luck and great hunting. 
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YTC MEMBERS ON THE NET! 
 
The world is spinning faster everyday and the YTC is keeping up. In response to 
growing interest, the following members would like everyone to know their Internet 
E-mail address. Any member who would like to give the club E-mail access to 
themselves should send their E-mail address to: 
 

stvfallt @ wtco.net (Steve Sant Andrea) 
 
The current list of Internet friendly members is as follows: 
 

SirOzbo @ aol.com (Jim Groom, Librarian.) 
“Feel free to E-mail me anytime for research, information, or anything.” 

 
ketch @ snet.net (Donna Ketchin) 

 
rjbrowne @ ct2.nai.net (Rick Browne) 

 
joefou @ mail.snet.net (Joe Fouquette) 

 

Banned in Brooklyn 
 
Late word from Treasure Trove, the newsletter of the Brooklyn Treasure Hunters Club of New York 
City, is that two of their members were recently given $50.00 tickets by the New York City Park Police 
for violating an ordinance against metal detecting in the parks. Apparently, Mayor Guiliani’s plan to 
improve the quality of life in the Big Apple by cracking down on little-known “nuisance crimes” includes 
busting metal detectorists. Too bad the cops didn’t bust the hookers and druggies decorating the park’s 
entrance. It didn’t matter that the Park Police’s truck made ruts in the only spot of grass in the park 
and that the beepers were digging and filling holes in bare dirt in the dead of winter. 
 
So, if you plan to go to Brooklyn, don’t detect in the parks; or if you do, at least don’t dig up your targets! 
Isn’t this something the FMDAC should be getting involved in? 
 
Submitted by Mark Sutcliffe. 
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MORE ON THE NYC PARK ISSUE 
 
A local reporter, Mr. Mat Sweeney, from a Brooklyn Newspaper, The Bay Courier 
News, has been researching the problem for an article for his newspaper. Today he 
had a conversation with Jeff Benka (BTHC President) in which he informed Jeff of 
what he learned from talking with the parks department. The statute against metal 
detectors in the park has been on the books for six years and that for gardening tools 
very much longer. When Mr. Sweeney pressed the parks department officials for 
reasons why we could not use the parks for our purposes he was told, because they 
don't want us digging on archeological sites. Mr. Sweeney then asked why not restrict 
them to areas where no such sites exist, and went further by asking for the locations 
of any such sites. At that point the parks department official did not answer his 
question but repeated the fact that it is against the law by virtue of this statute. 
 
In 44 years of life in New York City I have never heard of any archeological sites on 
park property. In fact the only such places I have heard of have since been covered by  
asphalt, sidewalks or buildings. 
 
In any event Mr. Sweeney then spoke to his Editor and they have decided to write a 
full feature article on The Brooklyn Treasure Hunters Club, it's members, their finds 
and anecdotes. Arrangements will be made next week for Mr. Sweeney to meet with 
the membership, view some finds and conduct interviews. 
 
This may create an opportunity to strike while the iron is hot. Mr. Sweeney is up at 
bat for us and with the power of his newspaper we may be able to change some minds 
if not the statute against us. A positive article can bring sympathy to our position and 
supporters to our cause. 
 
Getting a petition ready within the next two weeks or so will probably work to our 
advantage in terms of getting signatures. I don't expect to see the article come out for 
a month as it will take time to arrange everything. But being prepared is the boy 
scouts motto. 
 
Tom Cifardi 
 
Submitted by Rick Browne 
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APRIL CLUB OUTING 
 
This detecting season the YTC is having a series of member outings to be held once per 
month. For the month of April the outing is going to be held at the Lebanon Town 
Green. A new detectorists workshop will also be held in conjunction with the member 
outing. 
 
The outing is scheduled for April 20th, 1997. Those who are interested in participating 
need only show up at the Lebanon Town Hall at 1:00 PM (see map above). Be prepared 
for wet ground conditions. In the event of bad weather, or for any questions about the 
outing contact Ken Gudernatch at 860-568-3464 

 
SUPPORT THE  

ST JUDE RAFFLE!! 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
1997 Garrett Club Program: Please register all Garrett metal detectors purchased during 1997 
with Garrett, making them aware you are a member of Y.T.C. Obtain an application from any 
Y.T.C. officer. Garrett credits the club with 10% of the purchase price. This credit is used to procure 
the yearly Freedom Ace Give-A-Way detector. This promotion will continue into 1998 for detectors 
purchased in 1997. Remember if you do not support your club, it can not survive! 
 
April 26th BONE 4. Banquet tickets until 2/28 are $20 each, then $25 until sold out. Seminars  & 
workshops are $2 each or $10 for all (under 12 years old - FREE). The two open hunts on Sunday 
(10 AM and 2 PM) are $30 each. The New England Gold Panning Championship Contest at 1 PM 
is $10. For tickets/exhibitor information or other information call George Streeter at 603-357-0607 
or write to: BONE 4, 14 Vernon Street, Keen, NH 03431. 
 
May 24/25: Indian Territory Treasue Hunters Club, Inc. will be holding its 26th annual Treasure 
hunt. The hunt location will be 4 miles west of Sapulpa, OK, on Highway 66. Prizes include silver 
coins, silver dollars, silver bars and detectors. Entry fees run from $10 to $45. Contact Terry at 1-
800-423-1699 for more information. 
 
June 14/15: The Pike’s Peak Adventure League will be holding its 25 annual “Silver” anniversary 
Treasure Hunt weekend at a 10 acre prairie site in Colorado. For more information contact Bob 
DeWitt at 1-719-473-0330. 
 
June 28/29: The Recreational Detecting & Prospecting Club of New Hampshire will hold its 2nd 
Open Treasure Hunting Event. There will be six separate hunts with an additional competition hunt 
and a dry panning competion. It will be held at the Lake Shore Farm Resort located in Northwood, 
NH. There are seven different entry formats ranging in price from $10 to $83. Contact Harry or 
Ellis Ring at 1-603-942-5921 for information. 
 
August 24th N.E. FMDAC annual cookout. Location is unknown at this time, more information 
will be forth coming from George Streeter. 
 
October 4th and 5th Granite State’s annual hunt at Lake Shore Farm. More information when 
available. This is the year’s best local club hunt, one that should NOT be missed. They are 
accepting prize donations. Contact Ron Pinard at RR1 Box 1830, Pitsfield, NH 03263 for shipping 
directions. 
 

Forms for most hunts are available at each Y.T.C. 
meeting. 
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Minutes of the YTC meeting of April 8, 1997: 
 
The meeting was called to order by President Ken Krivanec at 7:08 PM with 39 members and a guest 
from Bridgeport in attendance. 
 
March minutes accepted as published. Current membership is 103. 
 
Treasurer’s report read and accepted. Balance is $2566.49 plus 202.05 in silver inventory. 
 
Communications: 
 
*Discussed upcoming hunts including B.O.N.E. IV in Keene, NH.  
*Ken Krivanec spoke to the Somers Rotary Club about metal detecting and was very well received. 
*Mark Sutcliffe reported on a reply to a letter to the UConn Chancellor Mark Emmert regarding budget cuts at the State 
Museum of Natural History. Basically, the Chancellor says that the Museum’s budget (and staff) will be whacked 
because “the Museum, as virtuous as it is, is not a central academic function serving the University’s students.” ‘Bye 
Nick! 
*A letter was read concerning the fact that the use of metal detectors is prohibited in all city recreation areas in 
Norwich. 
*Members were reminded to by St. Jude Hospital raffle tickets. 
 
Program: 
 
Three detector dealers presented there wares: 
Eleanor Hube demonstrated the brand new Garrett GTI2000. It gave solid 5-6” readings on pennies in her test area. It 
talks, has lots of options, gives better depth than other Garretts, and runs about 30 hours on 8 penlight batteries. The 
battery pack can be hip mounted, but it’s not advisable. This machine retails for $1099. 
 
Paul Siladi showed off the new Fisher CZ-7. He says it’s an excellent beach machine and can detect a coin at 20” and 
earring backs at 8” in sand. It goes deeper than the CZ-6  and has target I.D.  It’s not waterproof, but carries a 5 year 
warrantee. It retails for $995. 
 
Ed Grella demonstrated the Minelab Sovereign, a land machine, and the Excalibur, a water machine. They perform 
better in discrimination than in all-metal mode. They use a “double-D” coil which has a not stripe running front to back 
to penetrate a greater volume of soil with each sweep. The computer automatically compensated for mineralization, so 
no ground balancing is needed. They operate on 17 frequencies simultaneously, and are fairly heavy. He has found a 
quarter 23” in deep mud. The Sovereign retails for $639 (without meter) and the Excalibur goes for $999. Ed also 
showed the Baracuda (yes, that’s how they spell it) which is a hand-crafted pulse machine for finding very deep targets 
in the water. It carries a 1 year warrantee and retails for $ 959. 
 
New Business: 
 
*Ken Gudernatch discussed the April Club Outing at Lebanon Green. 
*Looked at comet photos by Club Photographer Debbie Martin. 
*We will have a “Whatzit Corner” at the front table to display unusual, unidentifiable finds. 
*Chuck Anderson discussed detecting in Bloomfield. 
*The club thanked Donna Ketchin for her service as Huntmaster as she will be unable to officiate at this year’s Fall 
Hunt. Mike Martin volunteered to be Huntmaster for the Fall Hunt to be held at the Krivanec Estate overlooking the 
Connecticut River Valley. 
*Bob Tulay and Ken Krivanec each received each received a silver dime for reaching Challenge Level 1. 
*Ken Krivanec talked about getting locked out of his car in the freezing cold at the March Club Outing. 
* 
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10% Discount on all Metal Detecting Coils 
 

Clearance on White’s Pro Detector 
Suitcases - Soft and Hard $10.00 each 

Metal Detector Classes Coming 
 

J&E Enterprises of Suffield 
1242 South St. Rt. 75 
Suffield, CT 06078 

1-860-668-0029 
Fax: 1-860-668-4482 

 

Paul Siladi related his experiences gold hunting in Colorado. He found no gold, but did find $5000 in cash blowing 
across a deserted mountain road. 
*Pete Luchinea won a raffle for an 1889 silver dollar. 
*Paul Siliadi won $20 in the 50/50 drawing. 
Mike Krampitz missed an opportunity to win 3 silver quarters in the Attendance Drawing. Roger Fouquette was absent 
which resulted in Nancy Webb taking home a silver dime. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:55PM. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, Mark Sutcliffe, Recording Secretary 

GE
T 
INT
O 
TH

NEW YORK CITY UPDATE 
 
From: tom cifardi  (bthc@akula.com) via Rich Browne 
 
The following update is a break through in our quest to have NYC parks and beaches reopened.  
 
I was called by the Park Commissioner's assistant today and told that they have decided on the issue. 
They requested that we (BTHC) prepare and submit a proposal to change the rule to allow metal 
detecting on the beaches. However they are still against reopening the parks to metal detecting. I asked 
why and was told they feel it is inappropriate to allow people to dig holes in the park. One can 
understand, with their limited knowledge of detecting, how they can feel that way. Some members have 
noticed something of a beautification of the parks beginning to take place. 
 
An emergency meeting of the BTHC & ECR&DA is being aimed for this Friday evening. At that time we 
hope to begin to draw up a proposal to submit for the purpose of having beaches excluded from the rule 
against metal detecting and to develop a plan, based on the original, to try and get the parks people to 
reconsider the parks themselves. This will not happen like magic. We expect it to take time and we have 
a reasonable expectation of success though nothing indicates we will. We believe steady, gentile and 
friendly persuasion will in the long run create an atmosphere of cooperation that will last. As opposed to 
winning a battle and losing the war, or flaring up like a rocket only to fizzle out and fall. 
 
A further update will follow after we meet. 
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BOLD PRINT INDICATES WINNER submitted by: Steve Sant Andrea 5/97 

COIN GOLD/SILVER DAN SLAWSKI 1915 BARBER DIME 

  PAUL SILADI 1941 QUARTER DOLLAR 

  CARL MULLER 1944 DIME 

 OTHER KEN GUDERNATCH 1907 INDIAN HEAD CENT 

  KENT KARIEVA 1971 HALF DOLLAR 

 TOKEN/MEDAL MARK SUTCLIFFE TREASURE ISLAND DOUBLOON 

  ED GRELLA BILLY ZEPLO TOKEN 

  ELEANOR HUBE CT SOCCER REF TOKEN 

  ED KACZMAREK KENNEDY TOKEN 

JEWELRY GOLD RICH MACROBBIE 14k RING 

  KEN KRIVANEC WEDDING BAND 

 SILVER BOB TULAY STERLING CELTIC AX w/STAR SAPPHIRE 

  DAN SLAWSKI SWEET 16 CHARM 

    

 OTHER KEN GUDERNATCH TUTANKHAMON STYLE RING 

  ED KACZMAREK C.H.S. 30 YEAR PIN 

RELIC TOY PAUL SILADI WWI LEAD SOLDER 

  KEN GUDERNATCH MINIATURE TRAIN COAL CAR 

 MILITARY LOU DUNCAN ca 1770 FRENCH BAYONET 

  ED KACZMAREK 74th INFANTRY MEDAL 

 OTHER BOB TULAY BELL 

  CHUCK ANDERSON COLONIAL ERA HINGE 

  KENT KERIEVA PAN DOUBLER 

  RICH MACROBBIE STERLING SPOON 

  CARL MULLER LIGHTER 

  STEVE SANT ANDREA “WHAT'S IT” 
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CHECKERBOARD REPORT 
 
Hello Fellow Hunters! Well the early spring is warming up the ground and getting the hunting bug 
stirring in the membership. At the April meeting we had a total of 26 entries filling every square on the 
board. In most subdivisions there was a clear favorite with the Relic Toy and the Relic Other sub’s 
having the closest races. Those who came out on top were: 
 
Coin Category: 
 
Gold/Silver: Dan Slawski was the winner of the subdivision with his 1915 Barber Dime. Dan was 

spending a relaxing day at a local park introducing his daughter to metal detecting when 
his Tesoro signaled a gold star lesson at 6”. Looks like Dan has a built in good luck charm. 

 
Other: Ken Gudernatch was hunting in a fresh water lake and his catch was a meager 

collection of memorials and wheaties until his Fisher locked in on his winning 1907 
Indian Cent. A slow day that ends with a bang! 

 
Token/Medal: Mark Sutcliffe was detecting the front lawn of a Knights of Columbus hall. He had 

collected an apron of Memorials, Wheaties, Rosies and even a Washington Quarter when 
he recovered his winning Treasure Island Doubloon. The find has a sailing ship on one 
side and the Liberty Bell on the other with the dates 1776 - 1926. Mark believes it may be 
some kind of play money but he isn’t certain. If anyone has seen this item before and has 
some information, let me know for the next newsletter. 

 
Jewelry Category: 
 
Gold:  Rich MacRobbie was hunting at a saltwater beach. He came upon an area that was 

normally underwater but that had become exposed by an unusually low tide. Setting to 
swinging the area yielded some pennies, nails, and then a religious medal. Spurred on, he 
continued his hunt and ending up recovering his winning 14k ring.  

 
Silver:  Bob Tulay traveled to Rhode Island with a small group of other members. They were 

rewarded with a variety of silver and gold, including a “bagfull” of spoons, but the item 
that took the silver dime was a piece of jewelry. The winner is a sterling silver piece in the 
shape of a Celtic Ax which has a Star Sapphire mounted in it. Truly an interesting and 
unique find!  

 
Other:  Ken Gudernatch was swinging his loop at another salt water beach when his Whites led 

him to his winning, Tutankhamon style ring. 
 
Relic Category: 
 
Toy:  Paul Siladi was hunting a Greenwich beach that had just been opened for the season. He 

charged up his Whites and joined other hunters sweeping the sand. His efforts were 
rewarded with his winning WWI Lead solder. Paul also noted that another detectorist 
had uncovered eight other solders in a nearby area which still had paint. 

 
 
 
Military:  With what was the most spectacular find of the month and perhaps the year, Lou 
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Duncan was hunting in a wooded area near Middletown when “all of a sudden the 
headphones almost blew off my head!” Lou dug down about 4” and recovered two French 
Revolutionary War Era Bayonets. One was broken but the second is complete and intact. 
A very rare find in undamaged condition Lou was able to identify the bayonet as a 
French type manufactured around 1773. The find is posing something of a conservation 
problem in that it is rusted and continuing to deteriorate. If any reader knows of any 
technique for preserving this type of find, contact me and I will get the info to Lou. 

 
Other:  Once again Bob Tulay returns from that beach in Rhode Island that kept yielding 

spoons. He was swinging his Fisher 1280X and received another “spoon” signal. Upon 
recovering the target he found his winning target, a small bell without a clapper. 

 
Well that’s all for the April Finds of the Month. Hope to see you all down at the May meeting for 
another round of the checkerboard squares. So come on down to the meeting and join in the fun. 

City of Norwich Metal Detecting Ordinance 
 
The announcement at the April meeting of the existence of an ordinance banning metal detecting in the 
City of Norwich prompted the executive board to contact the City Manager, William Tallman, for 
information. Mr. Tallman’s response is reproduced as follows: 
 

Dear Mr. Sutcliffe, 
 
In response to your letter dated March 14, please be advised the City of Norwich adopted on 
June 1, 1987 an ordinance which states, “Any and all types of metal detectors are prohibited in 
Mohegan Park, parklets, and recreation areas. “ I have spoken at length with Mr. Cilley, 
former Superintendent of Parks and Cemeteries about the problem of the use of metal detectors 
in the city’s parks and recreational areas. 
 
The City of Norwich spends a considerable amount of tax dollars each year on the upkeep and 
beautification of city parks and parklets. Unfortunately, while your group may not be part of 
the problem, we have experienced a considerable amount of digging and destruction throughout 
the city’s parks by persons using metal detectors. This ordinance was enacted to counteract this 
destruction. 
 
You specifically asked if this ordinance related to city cemeteries as well. Although, it is not 
specifically stated in the ordinance, we feel that the use of metal detectors in public cemeteries 
is inappropriate and is therefore prohibited in city cemeteries. If you would like to discuss this 
matter in greater detail, you may contact me directly at 860-823-3750. Or you may call Public 
Works directly to speak with Stephen Garstka, Acting Public Works Director (860-823-3798). 
 
Sincerely, 
 
William G. Tallman 
City Manager 
 
Enc. City  of Norwich Code of Ordinances, Section 14-15(a) 
pc: Stephen J. Garstka, Acting Director of Public Works 
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UCONN CUTS 
 
Upon hearing about the pending budget cuts at the UCONN including the elimination 
of the Office of the State Archeologist (Nick B), the executive board contacted Mark A. 
Emmert, Chancellor. Mr. Emmert’s reply follows: 
 

Dear Mr. Sutcliffe, 
 
I have received your letter concerning the museum of Natural History and share 
many of your concerns. Let me, however, give you the context within which 
decisions regarding the Museum--which do not include closing it--have been, and 
will continue to be made. 
 
Because of reduced funding from the State, the University of Connecticut is in a 
very difficult budgetary situation. We are implementing a four-year budget 
balancing plan which has helped us move last year’s deficit of $13.9 million down to 
$7.6 million this year. We have far yet to go if we are to balance the budget within 
the given time frame. Key to the elimination of the deficit is the saving of $11.6 
million in permanent personnel expenses or the equivalent of some 185 positions. 
Academic programs have been eliminated; others heavily impacted--under the 
budget reduction the University’s libraries, for example, will lose 7.6 percent of 
base budget. 
 
We have achieved consensus, however, that in these difficult times our 
commitment must be to protect the academic core of the University and focus on 
our students. To do so means disproportionate cuts in other units and programs, 
particularly those which are ancillary or are outreach endeavors. 
 
The Museum of Natural History is clearly an asset; it is regrettable that any 
budgetary reduction has to be made. But, the Museum, as virtuous as it is, is not a 
central academic function serving the University’s students. 
 
Let me reiterate that the intent has never been to close the Museum but rather to 
find ways in which it can operate within the context of the University” difficult 
budgetary condition. 
 
I thank you for writing and I thank you for your input which I will certainly 
consider. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mark A. Emmert 
Chancellor 
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 PENWOOD PARK
OPEN HUNT!

You are cordially invited to participate in an Open Hunt on Sunday , May 25, 1997
at Penwood Park in Bloomfield, CT. The Hunt will begin at 10:00 AM. This event
was originally slated for May 18th, but due to an unforeseen scheduling conflict, I
was forced to postpone it for a week. I have secured written permission for metal
detecting this State Park from the Park & Recreation Supervisor. It is essential
that all holes be refilled and trash removed during this event.

The park was given to the State around 1930 by Mr. Veeder of the Veeder-Root
Company. The entrance is on Route #185 on the Simsbury-Bloomfield town line. It
is approximately three miles west of the intersection of Routes #185 and #218.
When you enter the park drive down the lane for about half a mile until you see a
large field and picnic area on the right. There is plenty of parking. As an added
incentive to attend, I will bury three caches in the field on the morning of the hunt,
so try not to arrive until after 9:30. There will also be prizes for the oldest coin
found, the most coins found, the most interesting item found, etc.

If you have any questions about the hunt , or if it is a rainy day and you are
wondering f the hunt is on, please feel free to call me at home at (860) 231-9564.
Hope to see you there!
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WATERBURY ALERT!!! 
 
Waterbury area members may want to pick up a copy of the Waterbury Sunday Republican for April 27. A 
page one story concerns six dam sites in the area of Waterbury that are in need of repair. Two of 
the dams are part of the original Waterbury water supply system dating to the 1860’s. The 
dams that are part of the rehabilitation project are Shepaug Reservoir Dam, Wigwam 
Reservoir Dam, Bellevue Dam, Boyden Street Dam, Wigham South Dam, East Mountain Dam, 
Waterbury Reservoir Dam No 2. The East Brass Mill Dam is also included in the Department 
of Environmental Protection repair order, however that dam is on Scovill pond and is privately 
owned by the Brass City LTD, the company that is developing the old Scovill plant site. 
 
While the project is only in its beginning phase, the indications are that once the actual work 
begins it will probably be necessary to lower the water level in the impounded lakes. In fact, 
the article indicates that the Boyden Street Dam will be removed completely in 1998 as part of 
a complete reconstruction of Boyden Street.  
 
Waterbury Dam No 2 and East Mountain Reservoir both date from the 1860’s and are part of 
Waterbury’s original water system,. Wigwam and Wigwam South Dams both date from 1902, 
and the Shepaug Reservoir Dam dates from 1933. No dates are given for the other dams. 
 
So while it is not time to charge the  batteries just yet, it will be a good idea to keep an eye on 
the progress of these engineering projects. Any significant lowering of water levels in dams 
that date back 60 to 130 years is bound to uncover areas that will yield may treasures from 
the past.  
 
The article contains a map of the Waterbury area and a sidebar discussing the dams locations 
and their individual problems. Several photos are also included. 
 

Continued from page 10 
 

October 4-5: Northwood, NH, 20th Annual Open Granite State Hunt: Ronald Pinard, 
51 Ox Lane, Exsom, NH, 03234, (603) 736-8014 
 
October 10-12: Tulsa, OK, FMDAC Convention: More information when available. 
 
October 4th and 5th Granite State’s annual hunt at Lake Shore Farm. More 
information when available. This is the year’s best local club hunt, one that 
should NOT be missed. They are accepting prize donations. Contact Ron Pinard at 
RR1 Box 1830, Pitsfield, NH 03263 for shipping directions. 
 

Forms for most hunts are available at each Y.T.C. meeting. 
 

Would you like to see hunt flyers reprinted in the PROBE? 
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UPCOMING TREASURE HUNTS 
 
1997 Garrett Club Program: Please register all Garrett metal detectors purchased 
during 1997 with Garrett, making them aware you are a member of Y.T.C. Obtain an 
application from any Y.T.C. officer. Garrett credits the club with 10% of the purchase 
price. This credit is used to procure the yearly Freedom Ace Give-A-Way detector. This 
promotion will continue into 1998 for detectors purchased in 1997. Remember if you 
do not support your club, it can not survive! 
 
May 24/25: Indian Territory Treasue Hunters Club, Inc. will be holding its 26th 
annual Treasure hunt. The hunt location will be 4 miles west of Sapulpa, OK, on 
Highway 66. Prizes include silver coins, silver dollars, silver bars and detectors. Entry 
fees run from $10 to $45. Contact Terry at 1-800-423-1699 for more information. 
 
June 8 Rochester, MA Gateway Open hunt: Karl Laursen, P.O. Box 174 West port 
Point, MA 02791, Karl (508) 636-8535 Roy Gouge (508) 759-4889 
 
June 14/15: The Pike’s Peak Adventure League will be holding its 25 annual “Silver” 
anniversary Treasure Hunt weekend at a 10 acre prairie site in Colorado. For more 
information contact Bob DeWitt at 1-719-473-0330. 
 
June 28/29: The Recreational Detecting & Prospecting Club of New Hampshire will 
hold its 2nd Open Treasure Hunting Event. There will be six separate hunts with an 
additional competition hunt and a dry panning competion. It will be held at the Lake 
Shore Farm Resort located in Northwood, NH. There are seven different entry formats 
ranging in price from $10 to $83. Contact Harry or Ellis Ring at 1-603-942-5921 for 
information. 
 
June 28-29: Concord, NH, 2nd Annual Open Hunt” Don Wilson, 93 South State St. 
Concord, NH 03301-3524 (602) 224-5909 
 
June 28- July 5: Shreve, Ohio Treasure Week: Wray's 3137 W St Rd 58, Seymour IN, 
47274, (812)497-2537. 
 
August 24: N.E. FMDAC annual cookout. Location is unknown at this time, more 
information will be forth coming from George Streeter. 
 
September 21: Long Island, NYAtlantic TR Club at Jones Beach: Tony D’Angelo, 105 
N. Euens Ave., N. Massapequa, NY 11758, (516)79-9285/Frank Szemko (516) 581-
1776 
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YANKEE TERRITORY COINSHOOTERS 
 

MAY MINUTES 
 
The May 13th, 1997 meeting of the Yankee Territory Coinshooters was called to order at 7:06 PM 

with 38 members and 1 guest. 
The minutes of the April meeting were accepted as published. 
The Treasure’s report was accepted as read with a new balance of $2578.40 in the checking account 

plus $190.70 in silver. 
 
Communications 
 
We received an ad for a new water detecting treasure pouch.  
The club photo album with hunt photos by Debbie Martin was displayed on the front table. 
An article on old stone walls was also displayed. 
We now have a “Whatzit Corner” for displaying unidentifiable finds. Last months “whatzit”, 

submitted by Ken Gudernatch, was a brass disc which reads, when spun, “I LOVE YOU”.  
At the suggestion of Bob Tulay, we will have a “Swap and Sell” table for detecting-related items 

only. TH’ing equipment, coins jewelry and relics are OK, but please; no Avon, Girl Scout Cookies, water 
purifiers, or “curbside collectibles”. Put your name and asking price on each item. 

The FMDAC is selling ad space in its convention souvenir program to raise money for the 
convention. The Executive Board will discuss making a contribution at its meeting. 

 
Committees: 
 
May Outing: Chuck Anderson reported that the outing is planned for Penwood State Park on the 

Bloomfield/Simsbury town line for May 25th. He has received written permission from the DEP 
supervisor for the club to detect in the park. Chuck will bury two caches and award prizes for several 
categories of finds. Many members indicated they plan to attend. 

Fall Hunt: Huntmaster Mike Martin reported that the hunt is scheduled for Sunday, October 19th, 
rain or shine, at the Krivanec Estate overlooking the Connecticut River Valley in Ellington, CT. He is 
planning three hunts:  

 1. Cash and Token hunt with clad coins.  
 2. Probe hunt only with tokens (a fun hunt). 
 3. Silver and Token hunt which will have the majority of the better prizes. Some tokens will be 

worth points and the top point getter at the end of the hunt will receive a trophy donated by Eleanor 
Hube of J&E Enterprises and have his or her photo taken by the Club Photographer, Debbie Martin. 
Mike plans to display hunt prizes at upcoming meetings to whet the appetites of members. An informal 
vote of the members present indicated a willingness to pay a $15 hunt fee to support better quality coins 
and prizes. Donations of prizes are welcome. 

Cape Cod Hunt: Huntmasters Anita and John Hubley reported that the outing is tentatively 
scheduled for the weekend of September 19, 20, and 21. 

 
Old Business: None. 
 
New Business: 
 
Eleanor Hube moved to have the club spend at least $125 to add books and videotapes to the club 

library with the stipulation that the members be solicited for ideas on what to purchase. The motion 
carried. 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Librarian Jim Groom reported that two books have been donated to the club library; Detectorist by 

Robert H. Sickler and Some Paths to Sudden Wealth by H. Glenn Carson. Jim noted that the second book 
has no pictures. Videos on the Minelab Excalibur and the Garrett 350 have also been donated. 

Auction: Chuck Anderson reported that he will put on a club auction again in November with the same 
format as last year’s. He will need lots of donations over the next few months. 

Best O’ North East treasure show #4 (BONE 4) Report: 
Nine YTC members attended the show, hosted by George Streeter in Keene, NH on April 26th. Eight 

members attended the banquet where awards and door prizes were given out and drawings were held. 
There were many interesting displays, vendors and seminars at the show. 

The new President of the FMDAC, Al Dubiel, spoke to an attentive audience. He discussed the 
Pensacola, FL problem. Thanks to pressure from detectorists, discussions are ongoing with the city fathers. 
Local archeologist Judith Bense is trying to whip up public support for saving her precious 
“resources” (basically everything in the ground!) from the evil treasure hunters. 

Al also discussed NYC’s ban on detectors in city parks and the potential for a ban on metal detector use 
in Great Britain. He reported that the BLM and USFS seem to be downplaying the importance of ARPA in 
going after detectorists and, instead, are trying to get the environmentalists fired up against detectorists 
for the “environmental damage” caused by leaving holes. Al said, basically, that the best way for 
detectorists to lose their privileges is to go around leaving holes. It is a big problem. 

At the banquet, Bob Ellis received the top award for Find of the Year for his 1830’s Massachusetts 
Militia Hat Plate. Ken Gudernatch received awards for his platinum ring with 41 diamonds and his Greek 
coin ring. Bob also won second prize in the BONE 4 raffle and received 13 silver dollars. 

All those present at the banquet received doors prizes ranging from metal detectors to gold and silver 
coins, books and T-shirts. Our president won a nice T-shirt! 

Also at the banquet, YTC turned in $66 and 40 St. Jude Hospital Fund tickets sold by the club. Other 
members also sold tickets on their own and purchased additional tickets at the banquet. The top prize was 
won by the man who sold the most tickets. (In the latest issue of George Streeter’s Treasure Hunters 
Gazette, he reports that $3,883.00 in tickets were sold, expenses totaled $1783.00, leaving a balance of 
$2400.00 for the St. Jude Hospital Fund. Expenses included $500 for the first prize, $140 for awards to top 
ticket sellers, and $1143 for postage, copies, tickets, faxes, phone calls and miscellaneous expenses.) George 
announced that the money raised would be held over to next year in the hopes of raising a total of $5000 to 
present to the charity. A spirited discussion of this revelation ensued at the YTC meeting. Several members 
indicated that they felt it was unfair to the charity to hang onto the money for a year just to make a bigger 
presentation. Concerned members said that they would share their feeling with George. 

A treasure hunt will begin in next months PROBE. 
Ken Krivanec reminded the members to “Take the same pride and time in covering your holes as you 

take in finding your targets!” 
The meeting broke for refreshment and voting on the FOM. 
 
Etcetera: 
 
Marilyn Pierce donated a 1943 steel cent set to the hunt treasure chest. 
Vice President Phil Skewes reminded members to buy tickets for the 1997 Garrett Detector Drawing. 
Challenge Master John Hubley reported that Eleanor Hube reached Challenge Level 1. 
There was no attendance drawing because the box holding the names was not in attendance. 
Pete Luchina suggested putting a calendar in each months PROBE. 
Mike Martin displayed large cents and colonial coppers including a stunning Massachusetts Copper he 

found at a colonial foundation behind a 1900’s home. He soaked them in Fuller Brush Waterless Hand 
Cleaner for 4 hours and all the dirt and corrosion came off them without (apparently) damaging the metal. 
They came out an even brown color. 

Valerie Williams won an 1884 silver dollar in the raffle. 

(Continued from page 2) 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Anita Hubley won $24 in the 50/50 raffle. 
Ken Gudernatch reported that 8 members attended the April Cub Outing at Lebanon Green and 

detected until 5:00PM. A Mercury Dime, wheaties, and clad coins were found, along with a brass plate 
bearing the numeral 35. 

No one volunteered to host a June Club Outing. 
A July club Outing was tentatively scheduled for the evening of July 20th at the shore. 
The meeting adjourned at 8:55PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Mark Sutcliffe, Recording Secretary. 

(Continued from page 3) 

DETECTOR STUFF TO BUY OR BORROW 

FOR SALE 

BRAND NEW!!!!! 
FISHER 1235-X METAL DETECTOR  

 
WON IN RAFFLE 

 
♦ Full-range Discrimination 
♦ Pinpoint & Sensitivity Controls 
♦ Built-in Frequency Changer 
♦ Shaft or Hip Mountable 
♦ 5 year Factory Warranty 
♦ Powered by 8 “AA” Batteries 
 

It Lists for $450 -First Offer of $333 Takes It!!  
Please call Ken at 860-568-3464 

NEW EDITIONS 
 

Mike Martin donated two new treasure 
hunting books to the club library. So come on 
down to a meeting and browse through your 
clubs book collection. The new nuggets are: 
 
Detectorist 
 by Robert H. Sickler 
 
  and  
 
Some Paths to Sudden Wealth 
 by H. Glenn Carson 
 
Read a good detector book lately? Let us 
know! The library is looking for suggestions 
to add to our collection. 

Metal Detectors & Accessories 
 

Looking for Trophys or Plaques 
Give us a Call 

Water Detecting Needs Scoops? 
 

J&E Enterprises of Suffield 
1242 South St. Rt. 75 
Suffield, CT 06078 

1-860-668-0029 
Fax: 1-860-668-4482 
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COIN    

 GOLD & SILVER Lou Duncan Charles III 1/2 Real 

  Ken Gudernatch 1948 Franklin Half Dollar 

  Dale Hewey 1927 Peace Dollar 

  Ed Kaczmarek 1889 Seated Liberty Dime 

  Mark Sutcliffe 1912 Dime 

 OTHER Mike Martin 1795 Liberty Cap  

  Jim Groom 1803 Large Cent 

 TOKEN / MEDAL Bob Ellis Green River Whiskey Good Luck Token 

  ?????? 1928 Alfred E. Smith Election Token 

JEWELRY    

 GOLD Ken Gudernatch 14k Men’s Wedding Ring 

  Don DeBerardino Love Ring 

 SILVER Ed Kaczmarek Saint Michaels Medal 

 OTHER Dale Hewey 1904 Illinois State Fair Volunteers Day Medal 

RELIC    

 TOY Lou Duncan English Lead Solder 

  Ed Kaczmarek Toy Car 

  Mike Martin Toy Gun 

 MILITARY Ken Krivanic 1820 Mass. Militia Button 

  Ken Gudernatch WWI Glastonbury Service Appreciation Medal 

  Mark Sutcliffe Engineer Insignia 

  Bob Tulay WWI Ellington Service Medal 

 OTHER Peter Luchina Advertising Printing Plate 

  Donna Ketchin Milk Glass Mason Jar Lid 

  Steve Sant Andrea Horseshoe 

  Phil Skewes Name Plate 

BOLD PRINT INDICATES WINNER submitted by: Steve Sant Andrea 6-97 
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Hello Fellow Hunters! Well Mother Nature can’t seem to get spring a sprouting but our members 
certainly made the best out of the improving weather. The entries this month covered the whole board 
from Coin Gold/Silver to Relic Other! We had many great finds this month and in every category there 
was one find that pulled out in front of the voting early. So here are the winners and their stories: 
 
COIN CATEGORY 
 
GOLD/SILVER: Lou Duncan was hunting in the woods when he came upon a stone wall. He 

started to hunt along the wall and suddenly his Whites gave him a good target 
signal at about 4 “. He recovered the target and carefully cleaned it off. He didn’t 
recognize it and the coin book he had in his truck didn’t list it either. Returning 
home he was able to identify it as a Spanish 1/2 Real minted in Mexico during 
the reign of Charles III (ca 1782). 

 
OTHER Mike Martin happened upon a “detectors dream” in his sisters backyard. He 

had arrived at the house which was built around 1900. He expected to find some 
turn of the century items. As he started hunting in the back yard he didn’t find 
any trash but he did start finding buttons--old buttons. Then he started finding 
coins--old coins! As he worked the yard he realized that there must have been a 
colonial era house that had once been built on the site. Mike found his winning 
1795 Liberty Cap Half Cent at about 8”. He also recovered a British 1/2 Cent 
and a Coronet Large Cent and numerous other colonial items. “Every hit I had 
was either a button or a coin. There was just no junk, no pull tabs, no junk. It 
was a detectors dream.” 

 
TOKEN/MEDAL Bob Ellis was hunting an old tavern site when he recovered his winning Green 

River Whiskey Good Luck Token. On the obverse the token has the legend: “It’s 
Lucky to Drink”. On the reverse it has the legend: “The Whiskey Without 
Regrets”. 

 
JEWELRY CATEGORY 
 
GOLD Ken Gudernatch had heard about a bad storm off Cape Cod that had caused 

some beach erosion. So he hopped in his car and went up for the day. Hunting 
beaches in the Dennisport/ Yarmouth area with his Whites he recovered his 
winning 14k Men’s Wedding Band in the water at about 14”. 

 
SILVER Ed Kaczmarek was hunting a school yard. He had only picked up a couple of 

clad quarters when his Technetics alerted him to a target at 4”. Upon recovery 
he found he had a silver St Michael’s medal. 

 
OTHER Dale Hewey had his coil swinging at a public site of open land when his Whites 

sang out a target. It was a strong signal that measured high in the Dime area. 
But since he had found some old cans that registered in that range, he assumed 
that this would be just more rust. But it sounded good so he dug it and recovered 
his winning 1904 Illinois State Fair Pin which commemorated Volunteers Day. 

 

(Continued on page 7) 
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RELIC CATEGORY 
 
TOY Lou Duncan was hunting at a public, freshwater beach which, until recently, 

had been private. He was hunting waist deep in the water when he recovered his 
Lead Solder. It is an officer looking through a spyglass in excellent shape with 
most of its paint intact.  

 
MILITARY Ken Krivanic was returning from the B.O.N.E. 4 show in Keene NH, when he 

stopped to swing his Whites on a promising looking piece of private land. His 
hunch paid off and he recovered an 1820 Massachusetts Militia Button with the 
Pine Tree Indian motif on it. 

 
OTHER Pete Luchina was hunting with his Fisher at a school when he picked up a 

target at 5”. Upon recovery, he could tell it had writing on it but he couldn’t read 
it. On getting it home he cleaned it and found that it was a brass printing plate 
with reverse printing. He used a stamp pad to try to read it but unfortunately 
the printing had been damaged. All that he was able to make out was that it was 
for a shoe company. So don’t immediately assume a strange find is not an 
interesting one. Take it home, clean it off and take a good look -- you might have 
a winner. 

 
Well that’s the results of the Find of the Month at the May meeting. So now get out swinging ‘cause you 
too can be a winner for the month.  

(Continued from page 6) 

SURPRISING STONE WALLS  
 

by Steve Sant Andrea 
 
The April meeting contained much interesting information, including a newspaper article brought in by 
Mike Martin. This article was written by Stan Freeman and appeared in the Union-News (Mass.) of 
March 31, 1997. The article provides an overview of the history and construction techniques of stone 
walls. In metal detecting, a knowledge of the history of your area is important in determining a good 
place to hunt. In reading the article I found that I had some misconceptions about the many stone walls 
found throughout our area. For those of you who were not able to attend the meeting I thought I might 
include the following summary: 
 
As we all know stone walls are ubiquitous here in Yankee territory. According to the article, in 1871 the 
US Department of Agriculture undertook a survey to determine how many miles of stone walls were in 
America. They found that there were more miles of stone walls in the Northeast than there were 
railroad tracks in the entire US. In Massachusetts alone the USDA found 16,500 miles of stone walls.  
 
Contrary to popular belief, most stone walls were not built during the initial European settlement of 
North America. In the 15 and 1600’s the settlers were clearing virgin forest. They had limited time to 
get the land into production for their own survival. Under those harsh conditions it was faster and 
easier to use limbs and stumps for walls. It was only later when available time, and other factors, led 
them to construct the stone walls we see today. 
 
 

(Continued on page 8) 
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This “golden age” of stone wall building was from 1775 to 1825. It was primarily due to the general 
deforesting of New England. By the time of the Revolution, most of the forests of New England had been 
cleared for farm land. This destroyed most of the trees, the primary source of fuel. The Revolution 
aggravated the situation, forcing the settlers to tear down their wooden fences to feed their fires. In 
preparing the land for the plow they had to clear an enormous number of stones. It was to these piles of 
discarded stones that they now turned to replace the wooden fencing.  
 
There are three common techniques used to build stone walls. The first is a pyramid design with large 
stones forming a base and smaller stones put on top. This form was the easiest and fastest to construct. 
The second was the “laid wall”. This formed required the careful fitting of stones together and required 
more time. The last is the “rubble wall”. This type uses large stones on the outside and smaller stones 
filling the interior. 
 
These stones arrived here with the Laurentide Ice Sheet of the last ice age. The Laurentide Ice sheet, at 
its peak 18,500 years ago, reached all the way down to Long Island. As the glacier traveled down from 
the North, it dragged loose rocks along with it. As the ice sheet melted, the rocks simply dropped out 
where ever they happened to be. The result is the tremendous litter of rocks from pebbles to huge 
boulders strewn about New England. 
 
Farming was the computer industry of the 17th and 18th centuries and, as hard as it was, the trees 
were chopped down and the stones moved aside so crops could be raised. This is essentially how things 
remained up until the Civil War. After 1865 the American economy began to shift to a more centralized 
industrial structure. This caused a large segment of the population to abandon farming and move to the 
cities. The farms fell into disuse, the houses and barns of wood decayed and only the stone walls and 
foundations remained to whisper about a possible hunt site. 
 
However, finding a stone wall doesn’t mean you should immediately put on those headphones. Stone 
walls were used for more than just marking property lines. They may also mark the remains of a corral 
for pigs, sheep or cattle, or to line cowpaths to help prevent ol’ Bossie from wandering off while being 
herded from one field to another or back to the barn.  
 
So from a detecting point of view, finding a stone wall in the woods indicates that the area was part of a 
farm that was in use during the period from the revolution into the early 19th century. If the walls 
impound a large area, this was probably a plowed field. The recovery of horse, or especially ox, shoes 
would tend to substantiate this. If the walls impound a small area, this could quite possibly have been a 
corral of some kind, or a small garden. If the walls don’t seem to enclose an area, they may be the 
remains of a cowpath. In which case you might want to investigate the ends of the path. Maybe one was 
a barn or house site.  
 
A successful detectorist must be a detective, looking for clues to long extinct habitation. Stone walls are 
a durable indication of the type of activity a parcel of land saw and when it saw it. 
 
 

HAPPY HUNTING!!!! 
 

(Continued from page 7) 
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Publisher's Note: This article is reprinted from the October, 
1986 issue of the Probe. 
 

His Mother's Skull Wasn't the Only Thing 
 

He Kept in the Fireplace... 
 

By Mark S. 
 

On Friday, May 2. 1986, police in Manchester discovered 
the dismembered remains of an 85-year-old woman in a ramshackle 
old house on Spencer Street. She had apparently been dead for  
1 to 3 months. A policeman checking on the welfare of her 49-
year-old son, a mental case, looked in the refrigerator and 
found a human thigh bone protruding from a lump of rotting 
flesh. A further search turned up the woman's skull, partially 
burned, in the fireplace. Her son was placed in a mental 
institution and the rat-infested house was condemned. 

After the house was torn down and hauled away several 
months later, I decided to try my luck with the detector there. 
Scattered around the perimeter of the yard were piles of wood 
ashes from the fireplace. I ran my detector over one of these 
piles and got a burst of signals, so I began poking through the 
pile, expecting to find pull tabs or foil. Imagine my surprise 
when I began raking blackened coins out of the ashes!! I went 
from one ash pile to the next and over the area where the 
bulldozer had spread everything out. 

After two hours of detecting I had found 90 coins with a 
face value of $6.21. These consisted of 10 clad quarters, 20 
clad dimes, 23 nickels, and 45 memorial cents. I also found one 
wheatie and a Mercury dime which had been in the ground. 

Apparently, the old woman or her son had a habit of 
tossing loose change into the fire which eventually got dumped 
out with the ashes. 

Quite an interesting way to start off a day of detecting. 
This just goes to prove the old adage that "Treasure is where 
you find it"! 
 

"Most of the woman's body was found in an 
otherwiseempty refrigerator, police said, while the top of 
her skull was discovered burned in the fireplace. Members 
of the State Police major Crime Squad sifted through piles 
of ashes and small earthen mounds in the yard around the 
house, but found no evidence of additional body parts." 

 
Journal 
Inquirer May 
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UPCOMING TREASURE HUNTS 
 
1997 Garrett Club Program: Please register all Garrett metal detectors purchased during 1997 with 
Garrett, making them aware you are a member of Y.T.C. Obtain an application from any Y.T.C. officer. 
Garrett credits the club with 10% of the purchase price. This credit is used to procure the yearly 
Freedom Ace Give-A-Way detector. This promotion will continue into 1998 for detectors purchased in 
1997. Remember if you do not support your club, it can not survive! 
 
June 8 Rochester, MA Gateway Open hunt: Karl Laursen, P.O. Box 174 West port Point, MA 02791, 
Karl (508) 636-8535 Roy Gouge (508) 759-4889 
 
June 14/15: The Pike’s Peak Adventure League will be holding its 25 annual “Silver” anniversary 
Treasure Hunt weekend at a 10 acre prairie site in Colorado. For more information contact Bob DeWitt 
at 1-719-473-0330. 
 
June 28/29: The Recreational Detecting & Prospecting Club of New Hampshire will hold its 2nd Open 
Treasure Hunting Event. There will be six separate hunts with an additional competition hunt and a 
dry panning competition. It will be held at the Lake Shore Farm Resort located in Northwood, NH. 
There are seven different entry formats ranging in price from $10 to $83. Contact Harry or Ellis Ring at 
1-603-942-5921 for information. 
 
June 28-29: Concord, NH, 2nd Annual Open Hunt” Don Wilson, 93 South State St. Concord, NH 03301-
3524 (602) 224-5909 
 
June 28- July 5: Shreve, Ohio Treasure Week: Wray's 3137 W St Rd 58, Seymour IN, 47274, (812)497-
2537. 
 
August 24: N.E. FMDAC annual cookout. Location is unknown at this time, more information will be 
forth coming from George Streeter. 
 
September 21: Long Island, NY Atlantic TR Club at Jones Beach: Tony D’Angelo, 105 N. Euens Ave., 
N. Massapequa, NY 11758, (516)79-9285/Frank Szemko (516) 581-1776 
 
October 4-5: Northwood, NH, 20th Annual Open Granite State Hunt: Ronald Pinard, 51 Ox Lane, 
Exsom, NH, 03234, (603) 736-8014 
 
October 10-12: Tulsa, OK, FMDAC Convention: More information when available. 
 
 
October 4th and 5th Granite State’s annual hunt at Lake Shore Farm. More information when 
available. This is the year’s best local club hunt, one that should NOT be missed. They are 
accepting prize donations. Contact Ron Pinard at RR1 Box 1830, Pitsfield, NH 03263 for shipping 
directions. 
 
Forms for most hunts are available at each Y.T.C. meeting. 
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Minutes of June 10, 1997 meeting: 
 
The monthly meeting of Y.T.C. was called to order at 7:10 PM by Vice President Philip Skewes. 
President Ken Krivanec was absent due to a sprained ankle. 30 members and 2 guests were present. 
* The minutes of the May meeting were accepted as published. 
* The May Treasurer's Report was corrected to have a balance of $2588.40. The June Treasurer's 
Report was accepted as read with a balance of $2549.48 plus $180.70 in silver inventory. 
 
Committees: 
* Chuck Anderson reported on the Penwood Club Outing and submitted a written report. 
* Chuck Anderson also reported on the November Auction for which donations are requested by the 
September meeting. 
* Mike Martin spoke about the Fall Hunt and Picnic in November. He displayed the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd 
Place trophies which were donated by Eleanor Hube of J&E Enterprises. Mike said he is shooting for 50 
members in attendance at the hunt, adding "This is not a hunt to miss. I've been doing a lot of shopping 
and everyone has a fair shot." See hunt flyer for more details. 
* Anita Hubley reported that accommodations for the Cape Cod Outing Sept. 19, 20, 21 will be at the 
American Host Motel on Rte. 28 in South Yarmouth. The special Y.T.C. rate is $37 plus tax, per room, 
per night, double occupancy. A third person in the room is an extra $10 per night. Members are 
responsible for booking their own rooms, and rooms must be reserved no later than August 30th. The 
hunt will be at West Dennis Beach on Saturday at 1PM. The hunt fee will be $10; $15 after a certain 
cutoff date. 
* Rick Browne explained how the high and low water levels change with each tide, thus, some low tides 
are lower than others.  
* Debbie Martin and Donna Ketchin will both be absent from the July meeting. Anita and John Hubley 
offered to fill in for raffles and refreshments. 
* Challenge Master John Hubley reported Ed Kaczmarek and Don Bogli achieved Challenge Level I. 
 
Correspondence: 
* A letter was read from President Ken Krivanec to George Streeter regarding the St. Jude benefit 
raffle. 
* A letter was read from UConn President Philip Austin to Mark Sutcliffe regarding the saving of the 
Museum of Natural History. 
* We received a hunt flyer from the Niagara Frontier Treasure Hunter's Association, Inc. 
 
Old Business: None. 
 
New Business: 
* John Hubley moved that the club purchase up to $200 worth of silver coins at up to three times face 
value for the club silver stock. The motion was seconded by Rick Browne and was approved. Coins 
must have readable dates and not have environmental damage. 
* A member reported that you can sell up to $1000 worth of gold at a time without having to fill out a 
1099 for the IRS. He also reported that the preferred method of selling unreturnable class rings is to 
remove the stones (since most are worthless) and sort the rings by carat. 
* Rick Browne said that he will write for more information about the Treasure Keeper Pouch. 
* Rick Browne also announced that, since the classes he had to take for his employer are over, he will 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Welcome to our 

newest members 
William R. Brackoneski 
from Windsor Locks, CT 

and 
Jeffery D. Flannery from Bristol, CT 

Metal Detectors & Accessories 
Looking for Trophies or Plaques? 

A Water Detectorist needs a Scoop! 
Give us a Call 

Come by or call to see if we have what you want. 
 

J&E Enterprises of Suffield 
1242 South St. Rt. 75 
Suffield, CT 06078 

1-860-668-0029 or FAX 1-860-688-4482 

resume the editorship of the Probe. Thanks were 
given to Steve Sant Andrea for his service as 
interim Editor. 
 
Good & Welfare: 
* The May Attendance Drawing was held for 
four silver quarters. Walter Hichborn was not in 
attendance at that meeting, so Debbie Martin 
won a silver dime. 
* Donna Ketchin won the 50/50 Raffle for 16.00.  
*Chuck Anderson won a box of doughnuts as a 
consolation prize. 
* Jim Groom won the Silver Round Raffle and 
Bob Ellis won a box of doughnuts. 
* Ed Kaczmarek won the Attendance Drawing 
for 5 silver quarters. 
* Several members spoke about the Gateway 
hunt. They said the best thing about the hunt was 
the nice weather. 
* It was noted that there would be no June Club 
Outing because nobody volunteered to host it. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8 :46 PM. 

(Continued from page 2) 

See Tomorrow's Technology 

A blurb in the Gateway TH’ers Scoop 
relates how a novice detectorist 
actually found and hit a live wire at a 
depth of two feet while searching a 
park. Enough said. 

reprinted from the CTHA Vol. 15 No.4 May 97 issue 

COMPUTER DETECTING 
 

E-mail  Y.T.C. Probe editor’s at rjbrowne@snet.net 
Check out:  

FMDAC at:  www2.fmdac.org/fmdac/newsbriefentry.html 
Fisher at www.treasurenet.com/fisher 

and 
Tesoro at www.tesoro.com 

FOR SALE 

BRAND NEW!!!!! 
FISHER 1235-X METAL DETECTOR  

 
WON IN RAFFLE 

 
♦ Full-range Discrimination 
♦ Pinpoint & Sensitivity Controls 
♦ Built-in Frequency Changer 
♦ Shaft or Hip Mountable 
♦ 5 year Factory Warranty 
♦ Powered by 8 “AA” Batteries 
 

It Lists for $450 -First Offer of $333 Takes It!!  
Please call Ken at 860-568-3464 
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COIN GOLD & BOB ELLIS 1853 SEATED HALF DIME 

 SILVER KEN GUDERNATCH 1914 BARBER DIME 

  ED KACZMAREK 1940 MERCURY DIME 

    

 OTHER MIKE MARTIN CONNECTICUT CENT 

  DAN BOGLI 1819 LARGE CENT 

  DONNA KETCHIN 1946 WASHINGTON QUARTER  
 

  PHI SKEWES 1923 BUFFALO NICKEL  
 

    

 TOKEN / NO ENTRY   

 MEDAL   

    

JEWELRY GOLD KEN GUDERNATCH 10k INITIAL RING  

    

 SILVER ED KACZMAREK INDIAN STYLE RING  
 

    

 OTHER NO ENTRY  

    

RELIC TOY DON DEBERARDINO MINIATURE CAR 

  ED KACZMAREK HELICOPTER WATCH 

    

 MILITARY BOB TULAY WWI US ARMY MEDICAL CORPS TAG 

  DON BOGLI 1950'S US ARMY MEDICAL UNIT 
INSIGNIA  

    

 OTHER DON DeBERARDINO 1907 OK STATE PIN 

  KEN GUDERNATCH BUTTON 

  MIKE MARTIN 1800's BUCKLE  

BOLD PRINT INDICATES WINNER submitted by: Steve Sant Andrea 6-96 
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Hello Fellow Hunters! Well spring was wet but our members did their best to heat things up for the 
summer. The checkerboard was packed in every division except Coin-Token/Medal and Jewelry-Other. 
Other than that the entries this month went from coins to caches to gold rings to Oklahoma! So lets stop 
digging and talk about the treasures! 
 
 
Coin-Gold/Silver: Bob Ellis was looking at an 1869 map of his area when he found a reference to a house 

at a place that is now a tobacco field. He had searched this field before and been 
rewarded with several 3 cent pieces. After finding his third 3 cent piece he pinpointed 
onto his winning entry - an 1853 Seated ½ dime. Bob also said that he didn't find any 
buttons or large cents but that a number of musketballs did turn up. As always it pays 
to visit the library. 

Coin-Other: If you read last months column you must remember Mike Martin's fantastic finds at 
his sisters house. Well, Mike was out there again swinging his Spectrum on a rainy 
spring afternoon. This time however, there was a twist. The target that Mike entered 
didn't make a sound. Mike said that he makes it a practice to keep his eyes on the 
screen while hunting and this time it paid off! He was swinging along when he noticed 
that a target showed up on the Spectrum screen. It didn't generate a "beep" but it did 
show a VDI number, label and a graph. Mike liked what he saw, even if it wasn't 
something he could hear. He had to dig down about 7" to discover the silent target. It 
turned out to be a Connecticut Copper. It was so green when it came out of the ground 
that you couldn't tell what it was. Mike immediately placed it into the Fuller Brush 
Hand Cleaner that we spoke about last issue. After a few hours, the green was nowhere 
to be seen and Mike had his winner. 

Coin-Token/Medal The square was empty this month. You folks gotta try harder! 
 
 
Jewelry-Gold It was a sunny day's hunting for Ken Gudernatch down at a popular Connecticut 

beach when his Whites picked up his winning ring. After digging down about 5" into the 
dry sand he recovered his 10k Initial ring. 

Jewelry-Silver: It was an overcast day when Ed Kaczmarek was getting his toes wet at a local 
swimming hole. He was swinging his Fisher when his ears told him there was a target 
to dig. Digging into the bottom about 3" he recovered a man sized, Indian style silver 
ring with a turquoise stone. The site wasn't all that productive otherwise, Ed said that 
besides the ring he only found a few bobby pins for his hour of searching.  

Jewelry-Other: Another empty space - I guess no one digs the costume stuff anymore. 
 
 
Relic - Toy: Don DeBerardino was down at the beach swinging and digging in the sand. He homed 

in on his winning miniature toy car which he recovered from about 5".  He found a cache 
of 19 quarters, 7 dimes, 32 pennies a few feet away. I guess some kid got bored with his 
car set and decided to play with mom's change purse. 

Relic - Military: Bob Tulay was searching a field in the Hatfield area that had once had an early (1670) 
stockade build on it . As he was scanning the area he recovered an US Army Medical 
Core tag with the name A. J. Bonneville on it. But this was not just another army dog 
tag. In doing his research, Bob discovered that the man named on the tag was a medical 
officer during WWI (1917-1919) and he is mentioned in a historical pamphlet on the 
town of Hatfield. Bob plans to donate the item to the Hatfield Historical Society – after 
the Find of the Month is over. Nice touch Bob! 

Relic - Other: Don DeBerardino reappears this month. This time he was hunting in a park that had 
once been used as a training area for solders. He pinpointed a target and at about 4" he 
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THE FMDAC CERTIFICATE  PROGRAM 
 
   The Federation National Board of Directors, in the October, 1996 meeting, established 
a certificate program. The purposes of the program include finding a way to reward 
excellence and achievement, provide a way to recognize outstanding accomplishment, and 
most important, to promote teaching and gaining knowledge of matters meaningful to the 
hobby,. 
  A Master Set of the eight certificates, in color, is furnished to the Chapter Presidents 
who, according o the Board vote, will make copies and send a Master Set to each Federation 
Club, along with a letter explaining the program. Each Club is to retain the Master Set using it 
to make copies for the Club as needed. Additional certificates, or awards, may be established 
by the Board and these will be furnished in a similar manner. 
  The categories and suggested criteria are listed in some cases, longtime members of 
the Club, following examination on their knowledge of the 'basic information' may immediately 
qualify for more than one certificate. This could present the opportunity for an outstanding 
awards program night. 
Categories and recommended criteria for the certificates: 

HUNTMASTER: As determined by the Club President, the individual who has 
demonstrated knowledge (to the EXAMINER) on the basic hobby information (listed 
below), & having been chairperson for at least three Club hunts. 
EXAMINERS & INSTRUCTORS: Knowledgeable person selected by the Club 
President to teach and test club members to determine that they have acceptable 
knowledge on at least the following suggested basic areas of information: 

1 ) The Federation Code Ethics 
2) The Archeological Resources Protecting Act (ARPA) 
3) The National Sea Coast 
4) Proper digging, retrieval and clean up 
5) Knowing when to seek approval and approval seeking techniques 

 6) Knowledge of any local area special rules and places where it is 
 and is not proper to use a metal detector. 

An adequate number of Instructors and Examiners should be selected and appointed. 
Certificates would be awarded as follows: 

INITIATE: Awarded by the Club to someone new to metal detecting, and given after 
at least one session with the INSTRUCTOR on the hobby basics. 
INTERMEDIATE: Awarded by the Club to a person who has at least three 
years as a detectorist and has demonstrated knowledge of the hobby basics 
to an EXAMINER. 
MASTER HUNTER: Awarded, following demonstrated extensive knowledge on 
the hobby basics to the EXAMINER, and at least five years experience as a metal 
detectorist. 
COMMUNITY SERVICE: As determined by the Club or Club president. 
VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR AWARD: As determined by the Club or Club president. 

 reprinted from the CTHA Vol. 15 No.4 May 97 issue 
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News of banning detecting is spreading. 
Articles in various newsletters and on the 
Internet relate stories of the island of St. 
Thomas in the VI, the state of 
Washington, Pensacola, FL, Norwich, CT,  
all New York city parks, Newburg, NY 
parks and ALL BUT public beaches in 
NH of banning detecting in one form or 
another. 
 
GET CURRENT, PREFERABLY 
WRITTEN PERMISSION PRIOR TO 
DETECTING!  
 
This is not 100% safe, but it goes along 
way in the beginning to save you a hassle 

ID Outweighs Gold 100 to 1 

 Rich Janak received this Thank You after 
returning a medical alert bracelet. He had only 
the person’s name to go by. After calling he 
made the pick-up arrangements for the bracelet.  
 The McCoal’s also did some research to 
complete this story. They never met Rich as they 
picked up their son’s bracelet from the Janak’s 
mailbox. They did not know Rick’s last name, 
but armed with only his address they found out 
his last name and sent the Thank You along. 

A Well Done goes to Ed Kaczmarek and 
Don Bogli for obtaining  Level One in this 
year’s Challenge. They each received a 
silver dime in doing so. The next levels 
are a bit harder but the way has been 
paved. Lets all go out and JUST DO IT! 

1997 Challenge Achievers 

Towns BANNING Detecting 

What is the most common: 
 
1. House number among Y.T.C. families? 
 
2. Zip Code among Y.T.C. families? 
 
3. Town lived in among Y.T.C. families? 
 
4. First name among Y.T.C. members? 
 

Answers in next month’s Probe. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
1997 Garrett Club Program: Please register all Garrett metal detectors purchased during 1997 with 
Garrett, making them aware you are a member of Y.T.C. Obtain an application from any Y.T.C. 
officer. Garrett credits the club with 10% of the purchase price. This credit is used to procure the yearly 
Freedom Ace Give-A-Way detector. Remember if you do not support your club, it can not survive! 
 
August 24th N.E. FMDAC annual cookout. Location is unknown at this time, more information will 
be forth coming form George Streeter. 
 
November 11th Y.T.C.’s third annual auction with auctioneer Chuck Anderson. Donations are being 
accepted and should be in Chuck’s possession by the September meeting for correct cataloging and 
pre-auction display. 

 
UPCOMING HUNTS 

 
August 2nd and 3rd Black Diamond Treasure Hunters Club’s 15th annual Treasure Weekend. For 
more information send a SASE to B.D.T.C.H.,  P.O. Box 1523, Kingston, PA 18704. 
September 19th - 21st Y.T.C.’s annual Cape Cod Swing for members only. The hotel we are using 
this year is the American Host Motel, West Yarmouth, Rt. 28 (508)775-2332 at $37 per night double 
occupancy $10 each additional person. Book by August 30 using the code word Y.T.C. for the low 
rate. Saturday hunt is on the South Dennis Beach at 1PM, entry fee is $15.00. 
September 20th Hampton Roads Recovery Society’s 11th annual “Treasures in the Sand”. For more 
information contact Dale Blessings, Hampton Roads Recovery Society, P.O.Box 7128, Hampton, VA 
23666. 
September 21st Long Island, NY Atlantic TR Club at Jones Beach: Tony D’Angelo, 105 North 
Euens Avenue, N. Massapequa, NY 11758 / or / Frank Szemko (516)581-1776. 
October 4th and 5th Granite State’s annual hunt at Lake Shore Farm. More information when 
available. This is the year’s best local club hunt, one that should NOT be missed. They are accepting 
prize donations. Contact Ron Pinard at RR1 Box 1830, Pitsfield, NH 03263 for shipping directions. 
October 10th through 12th Tulsa, OK, 13th FMDAC Convention: The convention will include the 
usual displays, seminars and workshops. Two hunts scheduled for Sunday on a soccer field close to the 
Grandview Hotel. The prizes include a $2.000.00 top treasure chest, 100 ounce bar of silver. The 
annual banquet will also be held on Saturday night. For more information contact Bill & Della Ruth 
Huntley at 918-744-9978 or E-mail at OneTREASR@aol.com. 
October 19th Y.T.C.’s 2nd annual Hilltop Hunt and Picnic. See page 7 for details. A map will be 
published in the October Probe. This is a members only hunt. Hunt Fee $15.00. 
 

Forms for most hunts are available at each Y.T.C. meeting. 
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Minutes of July 8, 1997 meeting of  
Yankee Territory Coinshooters 

 
The meeting was called to order at 7:17 PM with 23 members and one guest present. 
*  The minutes of the June meeting were changed to read that the Cape Cod Hunt fee will be $15; 
$20 for late registration. 
* The Treasurer's Report was accepted as read with a balance of $2355.50 and $299.95 in silver 
inventory. 
Announcements 
*  Copies of the Find-of-the-Month rules are available on the F.O.T.M. table. 
*  Anita Hubley reported that Cape Cod Hunt information will be published in the next PROBE. 
*  A metal detector and a large bag of junk rings were on the swap table. 
*  A copy of the Garrett Searcher was available for reading. 
*  Ken Krivanec received a letter from George Streeter assuring him (us) that the revenue from 
the St. Jude Raffle is set aside in the bank and not to worry. He wants to make a $5000 donation 
next year and present the check to the hospital with Captain Karp Fishmer [correct spelling?]. 
*  Ken Gudernatch reported that a Rhode Island swimming area had to be "dredged" because baby 
oysters were cutting bathers' feet. Unfortunately, all they did was drag a chain across the bottom. 
Even so, he and Rick Browne got gold and silver. 
*  Dan Slawski advised caution when hunting in ponds in Massachusetts due to many cases of 
poor water quality. 
*  Bob Tulay reported that Eastbury Pond in Glastonbury was temporarily closed due to high 
bacteria levels and that Connecticut recently received a booby prize for poor water quality in its 
ponds. Be careful! 
*  Ken Krivanec, nearly fully recovered from his sprained ankle, went to his "favorite spot" and 
found over $17.00, mostly in quarters; and two jack knives. 
*  Dan Slawski reported seeing a bear while detecting a picnic ground in Northampton, Mass. 
*  Eleanor suggested that if you encounter a bear to stick your detector in the bear's mouth and 
"run like hell". 
*  Phil Skewes had a tapered brass object on the Whatzit Table which was determined to be a 
device for joining electrical wires, known in the trade as a "pickle". 
*  Richard MacRobbie and Rick Browne were each awarded a silver dime for completing 
Challenge Level 1. 
Old Business: None 
New Business: 
*  John Hubley moved that the club appropriate $75 for each of the two upcoming club hunts 
(Cape Cod and Fall), seconded by Rick Browne, the motion carried. 
*  Richard MacRobbie moved that the club appropriate $75 for food at the Fall Hunt, seconded by 
John Hubley, the motion carried. 
Good and Welfare: 
*  1924 Silver Dollar Raffle won by John Hubley. 
*  50/50 Raffle for $9.00 won by Karel Eyberse. 
*  Attendance Drawing for one silver quarter: Jane Browne and Don Collins were absent, so 
Richard MacRobbie won a silver dime.  
*  Don Bogli won a flag pin.  
*  Meeting adjourned at 8:37 PM.  
Respectfully submitted, Mark Sutcliffe, Recording Secretary. 
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Concerns and 
Best Wishes 

for  

 
Mark Sutcliffe and his family on the passing of 

Mark’s Grandmother. 
 

Steve Sant Andrea and his family on the 
passing of Steve's uncle. 

 
The family of Mike Hapsis. 

 

Welcome to our 

newest members 
Donald MacLeod from 
West Springfield, MA  

and 
David Mills from 

East Longmeadow, MA 

Metal Detectors & Accessories 
Looking for Trophies or Plaques? 

A Water Detectorist needs a Scoop! 
Give us a Call 

Come by or call to see if we have what you want. 
 

J&E Enterprises of Suffield 
1242 South St. Rt. 75 
Suffield, CT 06078 

1-860-668-0029 or FAX 1-860-688-4482 

See Tomorrow's Technology 

Answers to last month’s — 
What is the most common: 
 
1. House number among Y.T.C. families? 
 Three families live in house number 40. 
 
2. Zip Code among Y.T.C. families? 
 Six families live within Enfield ZIP 06082. 
 
3. Town lived in among Y.T.C. families? 
 Tie East Hartford and Enfield each are  
 home to seven families. 
 
4. First name among Y.T.C. members? 
 Four members have William as a first 

Have you visited the: 
 
Wha-Z-It table?  
 Last month the only item to identify was a 
“PIG-TAIL.” A device used to terminate high 
tension wires during the installation process. 
 Bring in your Wha-Z-It next meeting! 
 
Swap Table? 
 The past two months have seen bags full 
of custom jewelry go for $2.00 a bag. A new 
Garrett detector was also offered for sale.  
 If you have a hobby related “FOR SWAP” 
item bring it to the next meeting! You never know 
what might happen on a person-to-person basis.  
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BOLD PRINT INDICATES WINNER submitted by: Steve Sant Andrea 7-97 

COIN   
GOLD/SILVER KAREL EYBERSE 1830 HALF DIME 

 KEN GUDERNATCH 1914 BARBER DIME 
OTHER DAN SLAWSKI 1897 INDIAN HEAD CENT 

 
TOKEN/MEDAL 

DAN DEBERARDINO MASS UNDERGROUND TOKEN 

 ED KACZMAREK OLYMPIC TEAM ROWING TOKEN 
JEWELRY   

GOLD KEN GUDERNATCH 14k CHAIN WITH CRUCIFIX AND 
10k MEDAL 

 PHIL SKEWES EAR RING 
SILVER KEN KRIVANEC RING 

 DAN SLAWSKI RING 
 RICK BROWNE CACHE OF EAR RINGS 
 ELEANOR HUBE MICKEY MOUSE PIN 

OTHER ED KACZMAREK EAGLE BALL AND CLAW 
 STEVE SANT ANDREA BRACELET 
 BOB TULAY BUTTERFLY BRACELET 

RELIC   
 KEN KRIVANEC MOTORCYCLE 

TOY KEN GUDERNATCH ANTIQUE MARBLE 
 ED KACZMAREK JET PLANE 
 

MILITARY 
LOU DUNCAN 1883 WOMAN’S RELIEF CORPS 

MEDAL 
 JOHN HUBLEY CIVIL WAR MINI BALL (VA) 
 DAN SLAWSKI BRASS THIMBLE 

OTHER STEVE SANT ANDREA DR SCHOLL’S FOOT EAZER ca 1926 
 BOB TULAY FOLDING SCISSORS 
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Hello Fellow Hunters! Well this month we had a real turnabout on the Checkerboard. Usually we have most of our entries in 
the coin categories. But this month it was the relic side of the table that saw most of the activity with the jewelry column 
holding its own. On top of that, we had real contests in four categories, Jewelry/Silver, Jewelry/Other, Relic/Toy, and Relic/
Other, with the winner taking the silver dime by one vote. 

COIN CATEGORY 
GOLD /  Karel Eyberse was hunting alone at an old mill site along a central Connecticut river. The area  
SILVER: was heavily overgrown with brush and he was hunting in any open areas he found. His Whites DI Pro 5900 

gave him a target response indicating a depth of 3". Upon recovery he found he had his winning 1830 Half 
Dime. Karel said he also found a couple of buttons and lots of junk for 9 hours hunting. He believes there is 
more out there and plans to return in the fall when the brush thins out. 

OTHER  Dan Slawski started telling the tale of his find by explaining that his winning 1897 Indian was actually 
found by another detectorist, who dropped it. Dan grabbed it up and managed to out run the other fellow back 
to his car for a clean getaway! After the chuckling subsided, he was pressed into admitting that he found his 
winner the old fashioned way -- by hunting for it. Dan was hunting an old house site, just at the brush line, 
when his Tesoro alerted him to the Indian at about 6". 

TOKEN /  Don DeBerardino was hunting alone in Rhode Island with his Minelab when two curious things  
MEDAL happened. He got a signal that was borderline. To dig or not to dig, that was the question. Don dug and found a 

bottle cap that had a dime inside of it. Encouraged, he continued to hunt and soon came to a spot where he 
received another iffy signal. He dug again and this time, down about 4", he found another bottle cap with his 
winning Massachusetts Underground Token right next to it. Which only goes to show you that, it pays to 
recover. 

JEWELRY CATEGORY 
GOLD  Ken Gudernatch was up to his neck in the water at a popular fresh water beach when his Tesoro sang out. It 

was a tough recovery from 10". Ken had to make three tries at it before he could get his winning 14k Gold 
Chain with Crucifix and Medal into his scoop.  

SILVER  Phil Skewes was also out at the beach this month. He was hunting in the dry sand at a local freshwater beach 
when he got a signal that "wasn't that great, but I dug it anyway." Down about 4 or 5", he found his winning 
sterling silver earring.  

OTHER  Rick Browne joined the sand and surf crowd and brought back a rather unique find, a cache of earrings. 
Rick was hunting a local freshwater beach that skunked him just two days earlier. This time, however, he 
managed to recover 9 earrings! The cache included 2 pairs and 5 singles. Rick also found $3 in change and a 
man's ring. All from a stretch of beach that two days earlier was clean as a whistle. "People are out there doing 
it all the time." he said "and it seems that whenever you go out its either feast or famine". He also related the 
story of another beach hunt with Rich Janak where they were hunting and came up on a woman who had rings 
all over her fingers. When she saw Rich she clenched her hands closed and said she wouldn't open here hands 
for him. Maybe that's the next step in detector technology, it not only finds rings but pulls them right off the 
owner's fingers. I guess it will save a lot of time digging. Less environmental damage also! 

RELIC CATEGORY 
TOY  Ken Krivanec was swinging his Garrett at the site of a burned house when he recovered his winning toy 

motorcycle from a depth of 4". The toy is in good condition with a working kickstand. It doesn't have a name 
on it but the consensus around the meeting was that it was probably modeled after a BMW of about 20 years 
ago. 

MILITARY  Lou Duncan was "way out in the woods" this month with his Whites hunting along a stone wall. He found a 
couple of old coins that were badly corroded and unidentifiable. Then he came across a good signal. Digging 
down about 4", he recovered his winning 1883 Woman's Relief Corps medal. The medal is in very good 
condition and was issued by an organization that is similar to the DAR. 

OTHER:  Dan Slawski was out in a local park teaching his daughter how to detect when his Tesoro sang out. Digging 
down into the 1880 circa soil he recovered his winning Brass Thimble at about 4".  

 

Continued on page 8 
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Y . T . C . OUTING MARCH 16th, 1997 
 

 Saturday March 15th we had a bad ice storm and all roads, trees 
and bushes were ice covered like a beautiful Winter day should be 
but we hoped that Sunday the sun would come out like a Spring day 
should be and the ice would be melted. NOT TO BE as the roads were 
clear but the ground was frozen solid in most places and the trees 
still held the beautiful ice covering. This did not stop our outing, 
as maybe some area's were digable. Even the wind was strong and cold 
but Spring fever had us all, so off we went to a location that had 
some excavation. 
 
 There were nine Y.T.C. members that met and then drove to 
another location where construction had the wooded area cleared out 
for us. I did say bring shovels and had hoped we could have probing 
lessons but that wasn't to be as ground was frozen or was a little 
muddy. Our digging tools were shovels and picks. A few Wheaties were 
being found, so our hopes were high. Three pieces of silver were 
found -a Mercury Dime, a Washington Quarter and a nice half of a 
heart with the word Sterling stamped on it. Also the usual trash 
items were found. Oh, the originals meeting place McAlister School 
was frozen so the lost ring one of our members had hoped we could 
locate, was not to be. Maybe another time. 
  
 I want to say the Y.T.C. members had to be careful of ice, 
slippery mud and ice falling off the branches but they still had a 
good time. We had beginners and seasoned detectorists and all 
enjoyed themselves but the weather could have been warmer and the 
ground softer. 
 
 When we went to leave it was so cold that Ken's key broke off in 
the trunk lock so we had to have the Police come out to see if they 
could unlock the car -No it seemed it wasn't going to happen until 
Angelo asked the officer if he could try and like magic the car was 
unlocked. 
 
 Now it was time to go home but a few of us continued to Enfield 
for something to eat and some comradeship of story telling. 
 
 Oh, one member mistook the time to meet to be 1 P.M. and waited 
for over an hour for us. If fact, he saw our group driving by to 
Enfield. Sorry we missed him. Two other members went later in the 
afternoon, still cold and frozen, and they found one memorial cent. 
 
 Maybe we can meet again at the McAlister School with the member 
that lost his ring and help him to find it. 
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Class Ring Returned, #3 
 
 It was the low tides of July that got me 
going. The moon was in the right phase, the times 
of low tides made detecting advantageous. I had 
the week planed and the first three days went 
very well. Gold each day! Sunday was a VERY 
GOOD day. I was almost blinding by the sparkle 
of a 1971 Saint Catharine Academy Class Ring 
shinning in my scoop. 
 I thought it would be a snap to locate the 
owner as I had done in the past using a computer 
phone directory. This one seamed it might be 
even easier than the in the past as I had the first 
and last name and middle initial. I could hardly 
wait to get home and make a call. 
 After a quick stop for MacDonald’s 
burger and fries, to satisfy the family’s and my 
need for food, I drove home in record time. At 
10:15PM was talking to a Jodi McLaughlin. 
 I told her this may be a strange question 
but to please bear with me. “What is your middle 
initial?” Jodi replied “A”. I knew I had a match 
and said “I believe I have you class ring.” Well, 
to my surprise, she said “I don’t think so, mine is 
in my jewelry chest.” And so it was.  
 I talked with Jodi for some time as we 
both (and her husband) are detectorist and had 
much in common. Jodi is a teacher and is into 
genealogy. She knew of two other Jodi A. 
McLaughlin's and my hunt was on again. 
 The next several searchs in the directory 
were a dead ends. No other Jodi’s listed, no 
school / academy by the name of Saint Catharine 
was listed. What to do next? Maybe a wild card 
search would be in order here, as a search for the 
same information may yield very different results 
if asked in a different form. So, I searched for 
Saint Cath* (* meaning anything may follow to 
make a match) and sure enough Saint Catherine 
Academy with address and three phone numbers 
appeared. — Notice an E not an A in Catharine. 
 Monday I called and left voice mail for 
the Academy’s counselor. On Wednesday Mr. 
Robert Willoughby returned my call. He asked a 
few  related questions that might weed out a 

prankster trying to locate an alumni. Within ten 
minutes Jodi A. (McLaughlin) Wronski called 
and identified her ring. 
 The ring’s past twenty-five year will 
remain a mystery to both of us. That is not  
important, what is, is the return of an article of 
sentimental value. I am proud to have been able 
to share in Jodi’s experience and hope I can add 
another miracle to my list someday soon. 
 I requested permission to hold onto the 
ring, display it and tell my story. It was 
graciously granted. However, to speed the ring’s 
return I have written this article and foregone the 
show and tell at the August meeting. 
 I have mailed a copy of this month’s 
Probe to both Jodis and Robert. A little good 
publicity will never hurt our hobby. 
 If any member would like help in a 
search, please contact me and perhaps we can 
share in another’s joy. 

Rick Browne, Editor 
  

Diggers hit paydirt, sort of 
 By The Associated Press 

BEIJING - Archeologists in the southwestern 
province of Yunnan have dug up an antique coin 
measuring more than 6 feet around -- and 
weighing a pocket-busting 91 pounds, the 
official Xinhua News Agency said Friday. 

The coin, the largest ever found in China, was 
issued during the 1522-1566 reign of Emperor 
Jiajing of the Ming Dynasty, Xinhua said. 

Archeologists said the coin was cast at a 
smelter in Yunnan's Huize Country, 1,160 miles 
southwest of Beijing. 

 
reprinted from the Journal Inquirer of 7/19/97 

submitted by Mark Sutcliffe 

Jostens maintains a ring ID service for rings they 
sold. Jostens will help you locate the owner of a 
found ring. You can contact them at: 5501 
Norman Center Drive, Minneapolis, MN 55437-
1008 or call 800-962-9092 or 800-400-4731.  

Info from The Buckeye Searcher 7/97 
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     July 17, 1997 
      Rochester, New Hampshire 

TO:     ALL NE -FMDAC CLUBS 
 
RE:      Mike Hapsis 
 
Dear Member Clubs, 
 
     It is with deep sorrow that I must announce the passing of a good friend to us all.  
 
     Mike Hapsis passed away this morning of heart related problems, he was 53 years old. 
 
     Mike was the Vice President of the NE - FMDAC, past president of the Granite State Treasure 
Hunters Club, and Vice President of the Professional Treasure Hunters Historical Society. In addition, 
Mike was the New Hampshire State Representative for the NE - FMDAC. 
 
     If you did not know Mike personally, perhaps you have read some of his articles in the "Gazette". 
Mike wrote several, telling of his experiences metal detecting and teaching young detectorist how to 
use their equipment. He also spent many hours taking beginners out on field trips, and showing them 
what he knew. 
 
     By his enthusiasm in the hobby, Mike made things a little bit better for all of us "detectorists" and 
the hobby as a whole. 
 
     In addition to Mike's love of the sport of metal detecting, he also had a love of his country. Mike 
was a Vietnam Veteran with a purple heart, a gracious person with a quiet manner. We will miss Mike, 
but sooner or later we will all meet up with him, and knowing Mike he will have some good spots for 
us to hunt! God Bless, see ya Mike. 

 
Alan Turnbull 

NE -FMDAC Secretary 
NE -FMDAC Representative 

Well those are the results of the Find of the 
Month at the July meeting. I hope your August 
swing time leads you to some good finds. See you 
next month. 

Find of the Month - Continued from page 5  8 .333  

K 9 .375 F 

 10 .416 I 

A 12 .500 N 

 14 .583 E 

R 15 .625 N 

 16 .666 E 

E 18 .750 S 

 20 .833 S 

T 22 .916  

 24 .999  

SILVER MARKINGS 
FINE SILVER .999 
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FOR SALE 

BRAND NEW!!!!! 
FISHER 1235-X METAL DETECTOR  

 
WON IN RAFFLE 

 
♦ Full-range Discrimination 
♦ Pinpoint & Sensitivity Controls 
♦ Built-in Frequency Changer 
♦ Shaft or Hip Mountable 
♦ 5 year Factory Warranty 
♦ Powered by 8 “AA” Batteries 
 

It Lists for $450 -First Offer of $333 Takes It!!  
Please call Ken at 860-568-3464 

CAPE COD HUNT  ----  SEPT 19,20 & 21 
 
This year we will be staying at the American Host Motel.  
It is on route 28 in West Yarmouth, Ma.(69 Main Street) It is across the 
street from the Thunder Hill Miniature Golf. 
The cost will be $37.00 + tax per night double occupancy. 
EVERYONE WILL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR BOOKING THEIR OWN ROOMS. 
Rooms MUST be booked by August 30 and you MUST mention you are from  
Yankee Territory Coinshooters to get this price. 
The phone number is 1-800-242-7829. 
 
The Hunt will be held at the same beach as past years, the West Dennis 
Beach. The hunt will start at 1:00 Saturday afternoon....rain or shine. 
Scoops and baskets will not be allowed. This is a members only hunt.  
The hunt fee is $15.00. Please send check made out to 
Anita Hubley (not Y.T.C.) and the following signed coupon 
before Sept. 10.  Fee will be $20.00 after the 10th. Send a SASE if you 
want a receipt. My address is 90 Valley View Dr. South Windsor, CT. 06074. 
If you need maps please let me know.I will have some at the Sept. meeting. 
--------------------------------------------------------- 
I Acknowledge by my signature(s) below that I will not hold Y.T.C. or its 
officers responsible for any injuries or accidents I may incur while 
participating in this event. Cape Cod Hunt Sept 20,1997. 
NAME:___________________________________________DATE:________ 
NAME:___________________________________________DATE:________ 
ADDRESS:_____________________________________________________ 
Signature:___________________________________________________ 
Signature:___________________________________________________ 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
1997 Garrett Club Program: Please register all Garrett metal detectors purchased during 1997 with 
Garrett, making them aware you are a member of Y.T.C. Obtain an application from any Y.T.C. 
officer. Garrett credits the club with 10% of the purchase price. This credit is used to procure the yearly 
Freedom Ace Give-A-Way detector. Remember if you do not support your club, it can not survive! 
August 24th N.E. FMDAC annual cookout. Location is unknown at this time, more information will 
be forth coming form George Streeter. 
August 23rd  & 24th Civil War Re-enactment, Manchester/East Hartford CT. See page 9. 
November 11th Y.T.C.’s third annual auction with auctioneer Chuck Anderson. Donations are being 
accepted and should be in Chuck’s possession by the September meeting for correct cataloging and 
pre-auction display. 
 

UPCOMING HUNTS 
September 19th - 21st Y.T.C.’s annual Cape Cod Swing for members only. The hotel we are using 
this year is the American Host Motel, West Yarmouth, Rt. 28 (508)775-2332 or (800)242-7829 at $37 
per night double occupancy $10 each additional person. Book by August 30 using the code word 
Y.T.C. for the low rate. Saturday hunt is on the South Dennis Beach at 1PM, entry fee is $15.00. 
 
September 20th Hampton Roads Recovery Society’s 11th annual “Treasures in the Sand”. For more 
information contact Dale Blessings, Hampton Roads Recovery Society, P.O.Box 7128, Hampton, VA 
23666. 
 
September 21st Long Island, NY Atlantic TR Club at Jones Beach: Tony D’Angelo, 105 North 
Euens Avenue, N. Massapequa, NY 11758 / or / Frank Szemko (516)581-1776. 
 
October 4th and 5th Granite State’s annual hunt at Lake Shore Farm. More information when 
available. This is the year’s best local club hunt, one that should NOT be missed. They are accepting 
prize donations. Contact Ron Pinard at RR1 Box 1830, Pitsfield, NH 03263 for shipping directions. 
 
October 10th through 12th Tulsa, OK, 13th FMDAC Convention: The convention will include the 
usual displays, seminars and workshops. Two hunts scheduled for Sunday on a soccer field close to the 
Grandview Hotel. The prizes include a $2.000.00 top treasure chest, 100 ounce bar of silver. The 
annual banquet will also be held on Saturday night. For more information contact Bill & Della Ruth 
Huntley at 918-744-9978 or E-mail at OneTREASR@aol.com. 
 
October 19th Y.T.C.’s 2nd annual Hilltop Hunt and Picnic. A map will be published in the October 
Probe. This is a members only hunt. Hunt Fee $15.00. Bring a dish to share! 
 

Forms for most hunts are available at each Y.T.C. meeting. 
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August Meeting Minutes 
 
The August 12, 1997 meeting of Yankee Territory Coinshooters was called to order at 7:06 PM with 26 
members and 2 guests, Mr. and Mrs. John Hopkins of Willimantic, present. *The Secretary's Report was 
accepted as published. *The Treasurer's Report was accepted as read with a balance on hand of $2,355.50 
plus silver inventory of $299.95 (purchase cost). 
 
Correspondence: 
*Received a letter from George Streeter inviting members to attend the annual Northeast Chapter FMDAC 
picnic on August 24th in Roxbury, New Hampshire. 
*The death of North East Chapter FMDAC Vice President Mike Hapsis was announced. 
*FMDAC Treasure Weekend raffle tickets are available. 
 
Committees:  
*Chuck Anderson reported that he has almost half of the donations needed for the Auction and would like 
to have all donations in by the September meeting so he can prepare the catalog. *Mike Martin reported 
that his preparations for the Fall Hunt are about 70% complete and that it will be an Awesome hunt". 
 
New Business: 
*If any member has an idea for a speaker for a meeting during the colder months, please notify a board 
member. 
*President Ken Krivanec cautioned members against detecting amongst swimmers and sunbathers. It's 
impolite and it will give detectorists a bad name and lead to areas being closed to detecting. Beside's it's 
difficult to concentrate on detecting. If questioned; be polite, be cooperative, be honest. 
*Mark Sutcliffe advised the club of a 50% increase in the cost of printing the PROBE. Staples raised their 
price from 4 to 6¢ per copy, resulting in the newsletter cost jumping over $20 to $66.46 for 110 copies. He 
will be looking for another printer. 
 
Good and Welfare: 
*There was no Find-of-the-Month due to the absence of the FOTM chairman. A contingency plan is 
needed. 
*Mike Martin reported on being asked to search for a lost locket on a beach in Maine . . . and finding it. 
*Rick Browne reported that the lost ring at Rocky Neck (see last month's PROBE) belonged to a relative. 
*Mark Sutcliffe reported finding 4 Large Cents in one hole. *50/50 Raffle for $9.50 won by Richard 
MacRobbie. 
**Silver Dollar Raffle for a 1925 Peace Dollar won by Ken MacMinagil. 
*Attendance Drawing for 2 silver quarters: Barbara Hambach, Ruth MacRobbie, Vincent DiCiccio, Sr., 
and Anita Hubley were absent, so Tim Getty won a silver dime. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:17 PM.  
Respectfully submitted, Mark Sutcliffe, Recording Secretary. 
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Metal Detectors & Accessories 
Looking for Trophies or Plaques? 

A Water Detectorist needs a Scoop! 
Give us a Call 

Come by or call to see if we have what you want. 
 

J&E Enterprises of Suffield 
1242 South St. Rt. 75 
Suffield, CT 06078 

1-860-668-0029 or FAX 1-860-688-4482 

See Tomorrow's Technology 

RUMOR CONTROL 
J & E Enterprises HAS NOT moved nor closed. 
Future plans may include a move but nothing is 
final as of yet. You may still obtain all you 
detecting needs from J & E at the below address 
and telephone numbers. When and IF there is a 
move, it will be published in the PROBE. 

     A penny turned to gold last summer for Wallace 
L. Paschke of New Berlin. Wisconsin. Hunting in a 
county park, Mr. Paschke saw and heard a signal on 
this GTA 1000 in an area of wet sand where he had 
found several pennies previously. He recovered the 
target, brushed sand from it and was stunned to find a 
$5 gold coin in his hand. 
     Three days before his 73rd birthday, Wallace had 
seen a dream cone true before his very eyes and 
recovered what for him was a real post of gold at the 
end of the rainbow.  
    Of course, this coin won first place for him in the 
Find of the Month contest at the Wisconsin 
Association of Treasure Hunters.   

  
Reprinted form The Garrett Searcher  #26 7/95 

DREAM COMES TRUE 
FOR WISCONSIN THER 

HIS PENNY TURNED TO 
GOLD 

FOR SALE 

BRAND NEW!!!!! 
FISHER 1235-X METAL DETECTOR  

 
WON IN RAFFLE 

 
♦ Full-range Discrimination 
♦ Pinpoint & Sensitivity Controls 
♦ Built-in Frequency Changer 
♦ Shaft or Hip Mountable 
♦ 5 year Factory Warranty 
♦ Powered by 8 “AA” Batteries 
 

It Lists for $450 -First Offer of $333 Takes It!!  
Please call Ken at 860-568-3464 

One metal detectorist’s 
early training was in 
digging clams!  
Does this look familiar? 
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Report of the Ring master 
By Dave Coombs 

Mike Hapsis's Find 
 

     The ring was found in Portsmouth at the towns' high school. The ring was marked 1963 
Attelboro High and the persons name inscribed on the inside of the ring. 
After checking to see if the name was in the phone book but we could not locate it. There 
were other people with the same last name so we tried one at random hoping that they might 
be related somehow. What luck! Pay dirt on the first call the man said that it was his brother 
we were looking for and gave me his phone number. 
We called the number and The person we were looking for answered.! told him "I have some 
good news I found your class ring"! He screamed! Not in the way you might expect someone 
to do under these circumstances though. "You take that ring back I don't ever want to see it 
again" he screamed! It turned out he came up with the basketball team to play against 
Portsmouth high. At some time during the game his girl broke up with him and gave him back 
his ring. 
     After the game he fired the ring as far as he could out behind the school into the woods. 
There it lay for over 20 years until Mike found it. 
     It comes as a shock to try and return a valuable item such as a class ring and a person 
you are trying to return it to not only doesn't care but actually gets mad that you found it. This 
is just another interesting twist in the great TH'ing hobby. Don't let one bad return stop you 
from trying to return any piece of jewelry that may be identifiable. Most people are very 
excited and very pleased when you give them back something of value they have lost over 
the years. D C 

                              Reprinted form the Digger's Digest V16 N6 6/97 
 

 

     VIRGINIA: A few months a go, a gentlemen contacted Al Dubiel stating he was hunting on 
a Naval Base in Yorktown. The gentlemen was called out by the Naval guards for hunting on 
the property. - This gentlemen did not get permission prior to hunting but assumed that since 
various clubs in the area have used the base for club hunts it would be okay.- It seems that 
he was read his rights and a federal prosecuting attorney, Harvey Bryant, is trying to make a 
name for himself and make an example of this man. The state has sent an archeologist to 
survey the damages they claim he has done . The archeologist calculate that a musket ball 
being worth approximately $56.00, the damage to the historical land in which the bowled 
removed the musket balls came to $6,000.00 and restoration of this historical land would cost 
and additional $10,000.00. The government is wanting monetary restoration of over 
$16,000.00 plus a possible 1 1/2 year imprisonment. All this for digging 30 musket balls. 
     As additional information comes in I will pass it along to you. I know it seems like total 
repetition, but , it can not be stressed enough to GET PERMISSION before you hunt!!!. 

 
                              Reprinted form The Eastern Seven News 6/97 
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Due to a conflicting work schedule, no FOTM 
was held in August. Thus, no Checkerboard 
Report. Plans are being formulated to prevent this 
occurrence in the future. 

  Sue Dubiel (Pres. S.E. FMDAC Chapter) 
passed on some information she and her husband 
Al (FMDAC Pres.) were given by Jim (Mid 
Atlantic Chapter) & Shelly Hatcher you might 
find useful. Instead of using olive oil to soak 
your coins in, then waiting weeks for it to work, 
try soaking them in grape oil and see what 
happens overnight. Al cleaned up a large cent 
from early 1800's in just hours. Thanks for 
passing this Info on Sue. 

     Reprinted form the Treasure Trove V2 N27 6/97 

 

A Coin Cleaning Tip 

Attention Metal  
Detector Users 

Where can you use your detector? 
National Forest and Federal Lands--Metal 

detecting is not allowed!! Only by special permit 
only, acquired from the federal government. Each 
area has a district office. Corps of Engineer 
Lakes, Shoreline, and Lands--Permission has 
been granted only on pre-disturbed sites, such as 
beaches and attached swimming areas. New 
Corps lakes and lands must be Okayed by main 
office of the Army Corps of Engineers. Each area 
has a district office. 

State Parks and Lands--Some States Parks 
are open to metal detecting, vet some are not! We 
suggest that you check with park ranger before 
attempting to use your detector. BLM-Bureau of 
Land Management Lands--Some areas of their 
lands are open for use of metal detecting, and 
some are not. We suggest that you contact their 
district office to check. 

City or County Park Lands--Most all are 
open to metal detecting unless notice is given by a 
sign or city ordinance. This can be checked by 
contacting the Parks and Recreation Dept. in 
the city you wish to use your detector. 

Public School Grounds--Most all are open to 
metal detecting unless notice is given by a sign, 
city ordinance, law enforcement, or school 
employee. You can check with the school office 
first. 

Private Schools, Colleges and Academies--
Must acquire permission!! You can check with 
their office first. Should be viewed the same as 
private property. 

Privately Owned Lands [Private Property--
Must acquire permission!!! Permission is best 
gotten from the landowner. Also, it is best to have 
that permission in writing. 

Historically Marked Lands or Sites-- Metal 
detecting is not allowed. This site has already met 
what is necessary to become of historically 
significant and is marked so to preserve it's 
history. Must acquire permission from owner. in 
special cases. 

Remember, permission is always the best way. 
Learn proper digging techniques and clean the 
area of debris, so those that follow, may also get 
permission and won't find the same area closed to 
metal detecting!! Be a good metal detectorist and 
help those that need your expertise. 

 
Reprinted form the Digger's Digest V16 N6 6/97 

 

C huck Anderson will host a third Y.T.C. 
Auction at the November 18th meeting. 
The same format as in previous years will 

be followed. If you have any items relating to the 
Metal Detecting hobby, that you wish to donate, 
please get them to Chuck Anderson ASAP. His 
phone number is 860-231-9564. Chuck must 
know about all donations prior to September 18th 
for inclusion in the catalog. The catalog of lots 
will be printed in your October Probe. This 
auction will benefit YOUR club, so join in on the 
fun at the November meeting! See you there. 
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OFFICIAL Y.T.C.ITC CAPE COD OUTING TIDE GUIDE 
submitted by: Mark Sutcliffe 

Derived from information contained in the 1997 Eldridge Tide and 
Pilot Book. 
 
Sunrise/Sunset: *Note that most beaches close at 10PM 
Wed. 9/17: 6:26am/6:51pm  Thu. 9/18: 6:27am/6:49pm 
Fri. 9/19: 6:28am/6:47pm  Sat. 9/20: 6:29am/6:45pm 
Sun. 9/21: 6:30am/6:44pm  Mon. 9/22: 6:31am/6:42pm 

 
Low Tide at Boston and Cape Cod Bay Beaches:  
 Wed. 9/17: 5:53am/6:17pm#  Thu. 9/18: 6:43am/7:09pm*  
 Fri. 9/19: 7:32am/8:02pm#    Sat. 9/20: 8:23am/8:55pm  
 Sun. 9/21: 9:15am/9:50pm  Mon. 9/22: 10:09am/10:48pm 
  #=very low tide    *=extra low tide (1.9ft. below mean) 
 
Nantucket Sound Low Tides 30 minutes after Boston =/-5 mins. 
S/W Chatham west to Osterville including Harwich Port, 
Dennisport, West Dennis, S/W Yarmouth, Hyannisport, Craigville 
and Centerville: 
 Wed. 9/17: 6:23am/6:47pm  Thu. 9/18: 7:13am/7:39pm 
 Fri. 9/19: 8:02am/8:32pm  Sat. 9/20: 8:53am/9:25pm 
 Sun. 9/21: 9:45am/10:20pm  Mon. 9/22: 10:39am/11:18pm 
 
Nantucket Sound Low Tides 45-50 minutes after Boston from Cotuit to 
Falmouth including Popponesset, Mashpee, and Succonnesset: Wed. 
9/17: 6:40am/7:04pm  Thu. 9/18: 7:30am/7:56pm  

 Fri. 9/19: 8:19am/8:49pm  Sat. 9/20: 9:10am/9:42pm   
 Sun. 9/21: 10:02am/10:37pm  Mon. 9/22: 10:56am/11:35pm 
 
Buzzard's Bay Low Tides are based on the tides for Newport. W 
Falmouth to Wareham including Silver Beach, Monument Beach, 
Bourne, and Onset, are 25 minutes after Newport:  

 Wed. 9/17: 2:30am/2:58pm  Thu. 9/18: 3:16am/3:49pm  
 Fri. 9/19: 4:03am/4:39pm  Sat. 9/20: 4:49am/5:31pm  
 Sun. 9/21: 5:37am/6:27pm  Mon. 9/22: 6:29am/7:30pm 
 
Marion, Mattapoisett/Crescent Beach Low Tides are 10-15  
minutes after low tide at Newport: 
 Wed. 9/17: 2:17am/2:45pm  Thu. 9/18: 3:03am/3:36pm 
 Fri. 9/19: 3:50am/4:26pm  Sat. 9/20: 4:36am/5:15pm 
 Sun. 9/21: 5:24am/6:14pm  Mon. 9/22: 6:16am/7:17pm 

 
You may note that on some days it may be possible, by careful 

planning and skillful driving, to catch three low tides in a day by 
alternating between Buzzard's Bay and Nantucket Sound, or Buzzard's 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Bay and Cape Cod Bay beaches. 
 
The Cape Cod Bay side beaches are good for the novice and those 

lacking under (salt) water gear. At low tide the damp sand areas 
stretch for miles. Jewelry, silver coins, and colonial relics have been 
recovered from these beaches. 

 
The Buzzard's Bay and Nantucket Sound beaches are noted for 

their gold-bearing potential and provide a good challenge for even 
the most seasoned detectorist. 

 
Please remember that ALL Cape Cod National Seashore Beaches are 

OFF-LIMITS to detecting. If unsure of your location, please consult a 
map. Don't break the law!!! 

 
 
 
 

Book Review: Eldridge Tide and Pilot Book, 1997 
 

We have all read books and magazines brimming with ideas and 
suggestions of where to detect and how to detect, but how often do you 
find a book that tells you when to detect? If you are planning to go 
salt water or beach hunting, you need to know the time of low tide. The 
Eldridge Tide and Pilot Book tells you when low tide will occur on a 
given day and, therefore, when to go detecting. 

 
While tide information is often contained in the newspaper for 

two or three days in advance, this book allows you to plan ahead a 
whole calendar year. The Old Farmer's Almanac also gives high tide 
information and correction data for calculating high tides in other 
areas based on high tide at Boston. Eldridge's book, however, goes at 
least one step further by giving you the low tide at Boston (and 
several other ports) from which to calculate low tide at your chosen 
beach; saving you the step of calculating low tide from high tide. 
Simplification results in less chance of errors. 

 
The Eldridge book also lists sunrise and sunset for the 

entire year (so you know if you'll need a head lamp for night 
maneuvers) and charts of the ocean currents. If you study the 
current charts long enough, perhaps you can begin to predict when 
and where the coin and jewelry beds will be exposed by the 
shifting sands. 

 
The book is available at the Highway Outdoor Store at Main and 

Pitkin Streets in East Hartford for $9.95 plus tax. 

(Continued from page 6) 
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September 20th Y.T.C. Club Hunt 

Beach Hunt: Saturday at 1PM. Directions: once on the Cape, get to the intersection of Rt. 134 and Rt. 28. 
Go South on Swan River Road to Lower County Road. Take a right and at the triangle of Davis Beach and 
Lower County, take a left. Enter the park and the hunt will be between the parking lot and the water. Entry 
fee is $15.00. 

CLEANING SOLUTIONS FOR ROCK TUMBLERS 
(adapted from an article by Barry Wainwright, printed from  Gazette) 

 

For those of you who use a tumbler to clean there coins, here are some tips from a recent article. First 
separate cents or other copper coins from your nickels and clad coins. 
 To clean copper coins: To clean clad coins and nickels: 
 1/4 cup of white vinegar 1/2 cup of water 
 1/2 cup of water 1 tablespoon of automatic dishwasher detergent 
 2 tablespoons of sodium salt 1 tablespoon of household ammonia 
 1/2 cup of pea-size or smaller gravel 1/2 cup of pea-size or smaller gravel 
Tumble for approximately four hours for copper coins and 24 hours for the clad mixture. Remember to 
never clean older coins this way or they will lose their value. Gravel can be reused but should not be 
mixed between the two solutions. Rinse your coins in water and lay them flat to dry and you will be ready 
to spend them. 

 Reprinted from the Colonial THA Vol 15 No. 5 6-7/97 
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Ken Krivanec’s hilltop estate at 34 Pinnacle Street, Ellington, CT 

Hunt fee $15 until hunt time. Don’t forget to bring a covered dish for the picnic between the hunts. 

October 19th Y.T.C. Club Hunt 

 
From the President (Jim Hatcher) of The Mid Atlantic East Coast Chapter of the FMDAC: 
 
I am so excited. The FMDAC has given us the go ahead to host the 1998 Treasure Weekend. Isn't that 
great. The convention will be back on the east coast. The place is Wildwood, NJ, September 25 through 
27, 1998, at the Convention Center. There will be a lot of new things happening. We need your help 
and ideas. We will be having planning meetings and hope you can attend, but if you cannot, feel free to 
send me your ideas and we will consider them. I have already heard from some clubs with their ideas 
and we will take them under consideration. I don't want to get carried away by next years convention 
by forgetting about this years. I am planning to attend and it is going to be a great time in Tulsa, OK. 
Bill Huntley -Treasure Weekend 1997 coordinator has some great things planned for this year and you 
would not want to miss it. Treasure Weekend 1997 is October 10-12, at the Grand View Hotel. I hope 
to see you there. 

Reprinted from: The Eastern Seven News 8/97 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
1997 Garrett Club Program: Please register all Garrett metal detectors purchased during 1997 with 
Garrett, making them aware you are a member of Y.T.C. Obtain an application from any Y.T.C. 
officer. Garrett credits the club with 10% of the purchase price. This credit is used to procure the 
yearly Freedom Ace Give-A-Way detector. Remember if you do not support your club, it can not 
survive! 
November 18th Y.T.C.’s third annual auction with auctioneer Chuck Anderson. Donations are being 
accepted and should be in Chuck’s possession by the September meeting for correct cataloging and 
pre-auction display. NOTE: DATE CHANGED FOR VETERN’S DAY. 

UPCOMING HUNTS 
September 19th - 21st Y.T.C.’s annual Cape Cod Swing for members only. The hotel we are using 
this year is the American Host Motel, West Yarmouth, Rt. 28 (508)775-2332 or (800)242-7829 at $37 
per night double occupancy $10 each additional person. Book by August 30 using the code word 
Y.T.C. for the low rate. Saturday hunt is on the South Dennis Beach at 1PM, entry fee is $15.00. 
September 20th Hampton Roads Recovery Society’s 11th annual “Treasures in the Sand”. For more 
information contact Dale Blessings, Hampton Roads Recovery Society, P.O.Box 7128, Hampton, VA 
23666. 
September 21st Long Island, NY Atlantic TR Club at Jones Beach: Tony D’Angelo, 105 North 
Euens Avenue, N. Massapequa, NY 11758 / or / Frank Szemko (516)581-1776. 
October 4th and 5th Granite State’s annual hunt at Lake Shore Farm. More information when 
available. This is the year’s best local club hunt, one that should NOT be missed. They are accepting 
prize donations. Contact Ron Pinard at RR1 Box 1830, Pitsfield, NH 03263 for shipping directions. 
October 10th through 12th Tulsa, OK, 13th FMDAC Convention: The convention will include the 
usual displays, seminars and workshops. Two hunts scheduled for Sunday on a soccer field close to the 
Grandview Hotel. The prizes include a $2.000.00 top treasure chest, 100 ounce bar of silver. The 
annual banquet will also be held on Saturday night. For more information contact Bill & Della Ruth 
Huntley at 918-744-9978 or E-mail at OneTREASR@aol.com. 
October 19th Y.T.C.’s 2nd annual Hilltop Hunt and Picnic. A map will be published in the October 
Probe. This is a members only hunt. Hunt Fee $15.00. Bring a dish to share! 
 
 
October 25th through 27th 1998 Wildwood, NJ Convention Center 14th FMDAC Convention: 
  

Forms for most hunts are available at each Y.T.C. meeting. 
 

Please help locate a lost gold ring. Lost at Rocky Neck four years 
ago, inside inscription reads “Joseph Loves Helen”. The date of 
the ring is 1922 and it has a pearl in it’s mounting. Contact Rick 
Browne, newsletter editor, at 860-738-0570 / rjbrowne@snet.net 
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NEXT MEETING 
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Notes:  Let’s get out and just do it! See you at the  
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Remember this is your club!  Please support all functions and write an article for the Probe. 
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Minutes of Yankee Territory Coinshooters meeting 9-9-97: 

 
*Meeting called to order at 7:13PM with 38 members present including 

four new members. 
*The August minutes were accepted as published. 
*The Treasurer's Report was accepted as read with a new balance of 

$2049.33 plus silver inventory of $322.55 purchase cost. 
*Anita Hubley reported that 17 members have signed up for the Cape 

Cod Hunt so far. 
*Mike Martin reported that the Hill Top Hunt in October is ready 

to go. He reports that there will be 'A lot of "sneakies" in this 
one'. There will be trophies for the high point-getters. 

*Donna Ketchin and Debbie Martin are coordinating refreshments at the 
picnic at the Hill Top Hunt. Please bring covered dishes. Y.T.C. 
will provide meat, rolls, drinks and tableware. 

*Discussed the financial burden on huntmasters who must put out their 
own money up front to purchase coins and prizes for the hunts. It 
is not practical to require members to sign up for hunts far in 
advance to provide "seed money" for the hunt master to shop with. 

*Chuck Anderson moved, with many seconds, that the club loan hunt 
master Mike Martin up to $400 to cover hunt expenses; to be repaid 
upon completion of the hunt. The motion carried. 

*Chuck Anderson reported that he has received 35 donations for the 
November Auction and would like about 15 more. 

*Corresponding Secretary Eleanor Hube has advised that the club will 
need a new mailing address by the end of the year. A post office 
box will probably be needed along with a reliable person to pick 
up the mail regularly. Volunteers, please contact any member of 
the Executive Board. 

*The Christmas Party will be held at the December meeting. Phil 
  Skewes and Debbie Martin will be chairing the Refreshments 
  Committee. The event begins at 6:00PM, and is alcohol-free. If you 

wish to participate in the grab bag, please bring a non alcoholic 
unisex gift valued at $5-15. 

*F.M.D.A.C. Treasure Weekend raffle tickets are available. 
*Newsletter Publisher Mark Sutcliffe reported on printing costs for 

the newsletter. Quotes for printing, collating and stapling 110 
newsletters, including tax, were: Sir Speedy, $55.97; Staples, 
$66.46; Express Press, $67.31; Minit Man, $72.08; and Office Max, 
$90.95. Sir Speedy on Main Street in Manchester will be printing 
our newsletters. 

*Mark Sutcliffe reported that the State of Connecticut is beginning a 
project to develop Silver Sands Beach in Milford into the state's 
fourth state-owned salt water swimming area. 

*Mark Sutcliffe also reported that Silver Lake on the Meriden/Berlin 
town line is being dredged. Jim Groom reported that he has fished 
there, but does not know if it has ever been a swimming area. 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Welcome to our 

newest members 

 
John and Cally Hopkins 

of Spring Hill, FL 
 

Daniel Windley Jr. 
of Bridgeport, CT 

Metal Detectors & Accessories 
make excellent Christmas gifts! Many Factory 
Specials on Detectors, Scoops, Digging Tools 
and Headphones are available. Give us a call 

or come bye, we have what you or your special 
person needs for the holiday. Are you ready?  

J&E Enterprises of Suffield 
1242 South St. Rt. 75 
Suffield, CT 06078 

1-860-668-0029 or FAX 1-860-688-4482 

See Tomorrow's Technology 

1997 GARRETT CLUB  
PROGRAM 

 
THANK YOU TO GARRETT ELECTRONICS  

 
AND THE MEMBERS OF Y.T.C. WHO 

PURCHASED A GARRETT METAL 
DETECTOR THAT GAVE US CREDIT TO 

PURCHASE A  
TREASURE ACE 100  

FOR OUR CHRISTMAS MEETING GIVE-
AWAY. ALL MEMBERS OF Y.T.C. GET ONE 

FREE TICKET. IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO 
IMPROVE YOUR CHANCES, YOU MAY 

PURCHASE ADDITIONAL TICKETS FOR 
$1.00 PER TICKET. 

ONLY Y.T.C. MEMBERS QUALIFY FOR 
THE DRAWING! 

For Sale 
 
used: Garrett XL500 Seahunter $450.00 
call Ed Grella at 203-452-7366. 
 
The Garrett Seahunter is a pulse machine, 
made for water detecting. 

PROVIDENCE, R.I. — An elderly resident of 
the city's Smith Hill neighborhood picked up a 
discarded lottery ticket to find it was a $10,000 
winner. Peter Michalopous, a short order cook, 
brought his winning ticket to Lottery 
Commission headquarters Tuesday. 

He was so concerned about others finding out 
he was a winner that he rushed out when lottery 
officials tried to take his picture, lottery 
spokesman Ray Grimes said. 

submitted by Donna Ketchin 
reprinted from: The Union Leader 8/10/97 



- 4 - 

OCTOBER 
 

COIN GOLD & PAUL SILADI 1941 QUARTER 
 SILVER   
    
 OTHER PHIL NEWMAN 1817 LARGE CENT 
  JIM GROOM 1864 INDIAN HEAD CENT 
  KEN KRIVANEC KING GEORGE COPPER 
  MARK SUTCLIFFE  1804 U.S. HALF CENT 
  BOB TULAY 1805 BUST LARGE CENT  

    
 TOKEN / ED KACZMAREK EAGLE TOKEN 
 MEDAL RICK BROWNE DISCOVERY ZONE TOKEN 
    
JEWELRY GOLD BOB TULAY 18k WHITE GOLD RING w SAPPHIRE 
  ED KACZMAREK 14k WHITE GOLD CHAIN  

    
 SILVER CARL MULLER RING/EARRING COMBO 
  RICK BROWNE DISNEY PIN 
  PAUL SILADI RING  

  MARK SUTCLIFFE "FUNGUS" PIN  
    
 OTHER ED GRELLA 1939 WORLDS FAIR BRACELET 
  DON DEBERARDINO MEXICAN BRACELET 
    
RELIC TOY ED KACZMAREK LEAD SOLDER 
  DON DEBERARDINO OLD NAVY TRUCK  

    
 MILITARY BOB TULAY ca1835 INFANTRY COAT BUTTON 
  PAUL SILADI ARTILLARY BADGE 
    
 OTHER PHIL SKEWES CT AG COLLEGE LETTER OPENER

  CARL MULLER BOOT HEELPLATE  
  MARK SUTCLIFFE COLONIAL SHOE BUCKLE FRAME 

BOLD PRINT INDICATES WINNER submitted by: Steve Sant Andrea 9-97 
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Hello Fellow Hunters! Sorry I missed you all last week but sometimes things don't go the way you planned. 
Anyway, we did a double Find of the Month this time taking treasures that were found both in July and 
August. Our busiest divisions were Coin/Other and Jewelry/Silver with each having five entries.  
 
COIN-GOLD/SILVER: Paul Siladi was hunting with his Whites at an old house near the water. He had 

researched the house at the local historical society and had found out that it had been visited by 
many guests in its time. During his search he turned up his winning 1941 quarter at about 7". He 
also put some wheats, Indians and another silver in his pouch.  

COIN-OTHER  Phil Newman had scouted out a 1797 house but had been rebuffed by the owner  
 when he sought permission to search back in the spring. He decided that such a juicy site was 

worth a second try and this time the owner was more amiable. The property was not as 
productive as he had hoped with square nails being the primary targets. But at about 9" his 
Whites pinpointed his winning 1817 Large Cent. The sandy soil preserved the coin and it was 
recovered in good to fine condition. 

COIN-TOKEN/MEDAL Ed Kaczmarek took his Fisher to a local swimming area and got himself a target 
at about 2 inches. He recovered his winning token showing an eagle on its obverse. 

JEWELRY-GOLD  Bob Tulay went all the way to New Hampshire to hunt up his winner. He was 
water hunting with Ken Gudernatch when his Fisher sniffed out a target at about 6". Upon 
recovery Bob found he had an 18K white gold ring with a large star sapphire in the center and 
sporting two blue sapphires on either side. A truly sparkling recovery! 

JEWELRY-SILVER  Carl Muller was swinging his Garrett on some sun drenched open space when 
he beeped up his winning combo jewelry. The item is a silver ring the top of which opens to 
reveal a small container (snuff box?). Attached to the ring is a silver earring of the same style. 
You had to see it, a very unique find. 

JEWELRY-OTHER  Ed Grella gets my vote for best find on the table. He was water hunting at an old 
swimming hole on the Hudson. Suddenly he got a "weird" signal from his Minelab Excalibur. 
After 12" of persistent digging he recovered his winning 1939 Worlds Fair bracelet. The 
bracelet is made of brass which is why he got such a strange signal from his detector. It was in 
very good shape with the engravings showing four different scenes of the fair still quite clear.  

RELIC-TOY   Ed Kaczmarek was making waves at another swimming hole when his Fisher 
led him to a lead solder which he recovered from under 8" of sand. 

RELIC-MILITARY  Bob Tulay was hunting the oldest house in Glastonbury when his Teknetics 
turned up his winning Infantry Coat Button. The button is marked with the name Young & 
Smith, Company. According to his research, Young & Smith was in operation between 1821 
and 1850. Bob also turned up an 1805 Bust Large Cent  

RELIC-OTHER  Phil Skewes was hunting on the Lebanon green when his Whites led him to a 4" 
target. Upon recovery Phil found he had a letter opener with a Connecticut Agricultural College 
insignia on it. Now know as U of Connecticut, between 1899 and 1933 it had been know as the 
Connecticut Agricultural College making Phil's find between 64 and 98 years old. 

Well that's the find of the month results for September. That chill in the air should remind you to mark your 
calendar for October 19th. Bring your detector and a covered dish to the Y.T.C.'s annual fall hunt at the 
Krivanec estate in Ellington. See you there! 
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*Librarian Jim Groom wants to know 

what books members would like 
to see added to the club 
library. Please tell him. 

*Mark Sutcliffe achieved Challenge 
Level 1 and Rick Browne 
achieved Level 2. 

*Rick Browne reported on a water 
hunting pouch he purchased 
through mail order from Hawaii. 
He said that it is a very nice 
pouch and "Holds gold and 
silver very nicely". It sells 
for $20, including shipping. 

*In the Attendance Drawing for 3 
silver quarters, Angelo 
Marinone, Charles Goldstein, 
Rosalind Govoni, and Marge 
Modeen were absent, so Phil 
Skewes won a silver dime. 

*The 1878 Silver Dollar Raffle was 
won by Dennis Thorpe. 

*The 50/50 Raffle for $17.50 was 
won by President Ken Krivanec, 

who donated some of his winnings 
to the Treasure Chest. 

*The meeting adjourned at 8:34PM. 
Respectfully submitted, Mark 

(Continued from page 2) 

Congratulations to Challenge 
Achievers: 

 
Obtaining level one: 

Mark Sutcliffe  
 

Obtaining level two: 
Rick Browne. 

WEST HARTFORD—Eleven-yearold Tyler 
Gutner was walking with friends Wednesday 
when he spotted a shiny circle in a pile of dirt by 
the side of the road. 

So he reached down and grabbed the object. "I 
was like, 'Whoah, cool!'" the sharp-eyed 
sixth-grader said Thursday, describing what he'd 
grabbed. 

It was a diamond ring, its authenticity 
confirmed by a "jewelist" in West Hartford 
Center. 

Tyler presented the ring to his mother, Brenda 
Gutner. "He said, 'Mom, look what I found,'" she 
recalled. "And I said, 'Where on earth did you get 
that?' " 

The boy relayed the story of how he found the 
diamond ring at Westbrook and Greenhurst roads. 
Then the two summoned the police. 

Now they hope to reunite the diamond with its 
owner. "I know if I lost my ring, I'd be 
devastated," Brenda Gutner said. 

The police won't reveal too many details about 
the diamond; it's up to the ring's rightful owner to 
describe it. 

Meanwhile, Tyler said he intends to keep his 
eyes focused firmly on the ground, where in the 
past he's found pennies and a few quarters. 

"But," he said, "this is the first time I've found 
something really big." Submitted by: Donna Ketchin 

source unknown dated 10-3-97 
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SELLING YOUR GOLD AND SILVER by Bob Tulay 
 
I called all the dealers that buy gold and silver and were listed in the yellow pages. They either keep in 
touch with each other or they all apply the same profit margins to the bullion market. The prices 
reflect a range depending on the quantity of material you have for sale. The higher prices prevail when 
you reach $200 to $300 face value for silver and $500 to $1000 for gold transactions. 
 
When selling gold, they preferred to have the gold separated by karat -10K, 14K, etc. Also separate 
the marked from the unmarked jewelry. Next, remove all the stones carefully using a screwdriver and 
mallet. Remember to use safety glasses! Weigh your piles to the nearest tenth of a pennyweight for the 
gold and the nearest tenth of a troy ounce for the sterling silver. If the dealers weight is not close to 
your weight -go to another dealer! 
 
Think twice about adding any jewelry 18K and higher, jewelry with precious stones (have them 
checked by your jeweler), or any antique looking jewelry as they might be worth a lot more than scrap 
bullion prices. 
 
None of the dealers interviewed issue a 1099-int form nor require your social security number on 
transactions that are under $1000.00. 
 
10K ..........................$5.00/ pwt.   Pocket Change Silver.........2 1/2 to 3x ratio 
14K...........................$6-7/pwt.   Silver Dollars.....................5x ratio 
18K...........................$8-9/pwt.  Marked Sterling.................$3.50/troy oz. 
 
If you are planning to sell your coins to Y.T.C. be advised that our treasurer is extremely picky about 
what he accepts. I submitted 117 coins and had 34 rejected. Ken stated that he rejects any coins that 
show any signs of coming from the ocean, any coins that show any discoloration, say coins that have 
ding marks on the rim, or coins that have any probe marks visible. I think Ken should put away his 
coin certification monocular and realize that we are a " dirt diggin' club" and not a "coin collectors' 
club" ! 
 

Janak pulls up the token for a shot at the Indian AGAIN! 
 
As true as this might be HE MUST, due to circumstances beyond his control, attend a meeting or pull 
before the Hill Top Hunt. It may not matter IF he attends the Hill Top Hunt and again finds the lucky 
token to have another chance at the Indian. Can Rich do it? Can he have three, maybe four winnings of 
the the Chest in a row? Two in one month? What does the Indian and Rich have in common? Any 
suggestions? Maybe it is just Carol’s influence on Rich’s hunting. She sure loves his finds and enjoys 
the Treasure Chest contents. I sure hope Carol brings scalloped potatoes to the Hill Top Hunt. If Carol 
can keep them as hot as Rich’s hunting skills at our club hunts, everyone there will have a warm, good 
felling come lunch time. Come join the FUN! See you there on October 19th at 9AM. 
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Y.T.C... AUCTION CATALOG 
November 18 1997 

Lot #   Lot Description      Est. Value 
1. New Book -Early American Tokens -Rulau.                 $     17.00 
2.  New Book -History of Hartford Streets -Perry Close 
    (includes' map of City circa. 1640).  12.00 
3. Two Used Books -Treasure Recovery from Sand & Sea 
    & Gold Panning is Easy.  10.00  
4.   Unused Tinytec Hand-held Electronic Pinpointer/Probe. 50.00  
5.  Plastic Organizer, 6" x 10" x 2" deep.   2.00 
6.  Two Plastic Organizers, each is 4" x 7" x 1" deep.   3.00 
7.  Unique Lamp -Made by a Y.T.C. Member! Base is a Ball Jar 
   filled with assorted U. S. coins, including silver. 35.00  
8.  Two Used Sets of Headphones. 10.00 
9.  Mystery Treasure Chest (Bidder will receive the contents of 
    the chest only!).                                                                                                  At least 15.00 
10.  Roman Bronze Coin -Emperor Constantine II -A.D. 337-340.   8.00 
11. Roman Bronze Coin -Emperor Constantius II -A.D. 337-361.   8.00 
12. Two Canadian Bank Tokens -1844 Bank of Montreal Halfpenny &  
  1854 Bank of Upper Canada Halfpenny (Both in Fine Condition).   3.00 
13. 1858 "Flying Eagle" U.S. Cent (Fine -Small Obverse Rim Nick).  13.00 
14.  Framed U. S. Legacy Coin Collection -Includes fifty 
   uncirculated Lincoln Cents, each with one of the States 
   engraved on the obverse. Also includes fifty U. S. 
   Postage Stamps which picture a bird from each State. 
   Original issue price was $49.95. 50.00 
15.  Set of five Bicentennial Committee First Day Covers 
   with encased medallions. Issued from 1972 -1976.   7.00 
16.  Silver Ike Dollar -1971-S (Uncirculated).   4.00 
17.  1977 Uncirculated Mint Set.   5.00 
18.  Heavy Duty Vinyl Stocking Foot Waders -Size XL 13.00  
19.  Heavy Duty Vinyl Stocking Foot Waders -Size Medium. 13.00  
20.  Heavy Duty Elbow Length Rubber Gloves for Water Detecting. 35.00 
21.  Two Used Sets of Headphones. 10.00 
22.  Large Wire Brush with Scraper (for those hard to clean coins!).   3.00 
23.  Unused Folding Screwdriver Set. 10.00 
24.  Yellow Waterproof Neck Safe.   3.00 
25.  Large Tan Jewelry Case with Red Felt Lining. 15.00 
26.  Beach Detected Timex Black Sports Watch with a New Battery. 20.00 
27.  Sterling Silver 7" Bracelet. 15.00 
28.  Sterling Silver "Spoon Ring" in Acrylic Case. Circa 1940's.   8.00 
29. 1880's Iron Toy Confederate Soldier. 3.5" high (Fair Condition).    
    Probably Made by the Grey Iron Manufacturing Co. (Meriden, CT).           5.00 
30. Four Different Buffalo Nickels. 1924, 34, 35, & 37-D. (VG).   1.50 
31.   Three Buffalo Nickels. 1937, 37-D, & 37-S. (All in Fine).   1.50 
32.  1916 Buffalo Nickel & 1916 '`Mercury" Dime -(Both in Fine).    5.00 
33.  Six Different Barber Dimes. 1907, 09, 11, 13, 14, & 14-D. (G -VG).       8.00 
34. Eight Different "S" Mint Mercs. 1918-S, 24-S, 25-S, 26-S, 29-S, 
  35-S, 36-S, and 38-S. (G-VG).  15.00 
35. Eleven Assorted U.S. Silver Dimes. 2-Meres & 9-Roosies. (F -AU).       3.50 
36. NEW THIS YEAR!! -"Jar O' Junk" -Odds & Ends, Leftovers,  
   Tokens, Culls, etc. Take a Look! 15.00 
NOTE: 

LOTS MAY BE ADDED PRIOR TO AUCTION TIME. CREDIT CARDS NOT ACCEPTED CASH ONLY! 
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Ground  for new park on site  
of squatter's struggle 

 
By The Associated Press  
 
MILFORD — Construction is finally under way on a new waterfront state park that over the past 

three decades has been delayed by environmental concerns, funding problems, and a tenacious squatter. 
Silver Sands State Park will be developed out of 310 acres of land along Long Island Sound, giving 

Connecticut its fourth major shoreline park. 
The state broke ground Monday on the stretch of coastline where the late Doris Gagnon held her 

ground for 20 years after her cottage was razed to make way for the project. 
In the $3.2 million first phase, due for completion in 1999, just over half of the property will be 

developed. A former sewage treatment plant and other remaining buildings and service roads will be 
demolished, and new roads, the first parking area, and a 585-foot boardwalk will be built. 

The second phase will include construction of an entrance complex, a bathhouse, administration 
building, and additional parking lots to accommodate 1,600 vehicles. 

Gov. John G. Rowland was joined at the ground-breaking by other state and local officials. 
The project was conceived in the 1960s but was held up by environmental and funding problems. 

Dozens of cottages were acquired and razed to make way for the project, including Gagnon's home. 
But Gagnon refused to leave after her cottage was razed in 1971. She lived first in her car and then 

in a trailer with no electricity, running water, or telephone. 
After years of run-ins with local and state authorities, the former factory worker and cook's 

assistant was ordered evicted in early 1990 from her decrepit trailer and shack along the beach. 
But the state eventually decided not to carry out the eviction. The law was on the state's side, but 

public sympathy was not. 
Gagnon died in 1994 at the age of 77 after a long battle with cancer. 
The establishment of Silver Sands as a major recreational facility represents the first shoreline park 

added by the state since 1931, when Rocky Neck State Park in East Lyme was acquired. 
 

submitted by: Mark Sutcliffe 
reprinted from: The Journal Inquirer 9-9-97 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
1997 Garrett Club Program: Please register all Garrett metal detectors purchased during 1997 with 
Garrett, making them aware you are a member of Y.T.C. Obtain an application from any Y.T.C. 
officer. Garrett credits the club with 10% of the purchase price. This credit is used to procure the 
yearly Freedom Ace Give-A-Way detector. Remember if you do not support your club, it can not 
survive! 
 
November 18th Y.T.C.’s third annual auction with auctioneer Chuck Anderson. Donations are still 
being accepted and should be in Chuck’s possession ASAP.  
NOTE: DATE CHANGED FOR VETERN’S DAY. 
 
December 9th Y.T.C.’s Annual Christmas Party. Your club supplies cold cuts, drinks, tableware and 
condiments. Your supply the fun, a dish of your favorite food to share and a grab-bag gift. This years 
gift should be an approximate $10 cost item. ALCOHOL gifts ARE PROHIBITED! No alcoholic 
beverages are allowed at the party.  

 
UPCOMING HUNTS 

 
October 19th Y.T.C.’s 2nd annual Hilltop Hunt and Picnic. This is a members only hunt. Hunt Fee 
$15.00. ($18 at the hunt site!) The map was published in the September Probe. Coffee and Donuts are 
served at 9AM the hunt starts at 10AM SHARP BE THERE! The second hunt is at 11:30AM and the 
third at 2PM with lunch in-between the second and third. Do not forget to bring a dish to share for 
lunch! 
 
 
October 25th through 27th 1998 Wildwood, NJ Convention Center 14th FMDAC Convention. 
  

Forms for most hunts are available at each Y.T.C. meeting. 
 
 
 
 

Thank you to all that looked for the gold ring lost at Rocky Neck 
four years ago, with inside inscription that read “Joseph Loves 

Helen”. Unfortunately it has not been located. 
 Rick Browne, newsletter editor. 
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 Minutes of the October 14, 1997 meeting of Yankee Territory Coinshooters: 

 
The meeting was called to order at 7:14PM with 37 members and no guests in attendance. 
 
The September minutes were accepted as published. 
 
The Treasurer's Report was accepted as read with a balance of $1,940.30 and silver inventory of $311.20 purchase cost. 
 
Anita and John Hubley reported that the Cape Cod Hunt was a success. 
 
Members attending the New Hampshire Hunt reported having a good time, but the sausage was overcooked. It was reported that 
the Colonial club is planning to take over that hunt next year. 
 
Mike Martin reported on the Hilltop Hunt. 1100 targets will be buried for each hunt. Debbie Martin requested that those attending 
the hunt and picnic sign up to bring food. 
 
Chuck Anderson displayed a preview of items to be in the November Auction. He anticipates having about 50 lots. 
 
Members were reminded to purchase extra tickets for the Garrett detector raffle. 
 
The Christmas Party was discussed. 
 
Several free posters of Archeological Awareness Week were available. 
 
A motion was made by Mark Sutcliffe and seconded for the club to appropriate $50 to join a new group called the Friends of the 
Office of State Archeology. It is "a volunteer not-for-profit organization formed this year to respond to concerns about the lack of 
support for archeological exploration in the State of Connecticut." The mission of the group is to "enhance the efforts of the Office 
of State Archeology and facilitate accomplishment of state-mandated responsibilities." Much discussion followed. Some members 
felt this would be an opportunity to stay informed of any new laws or regulations that might affect our hobby, as well as proving 
our willingness to assist the State Archeologist in studying historic sites. Other members felt that we (as detectorists) have not 
gotten fair cooperation from the State Archeologist and he does not deserve our support. Questions included how the money is to 
be used and whether or not there will be a newsletter. Richard MacRobbie moved to table the motion until we can get more 
information on the group. The motion to table carried, Mark Sutcliffe will report back with more info at the next meeting. 
 
Mark Sutcliffe announced the possibility of a club outing with the State Archeologist in Wilton, CT to search for pieces of a lead 
statue of King George III on Saturday, November 22 with a rain date of November 29th. Eight members signed up for the outing. 
 
The need for a post office box was discussed, no action taken. 
 
Debbie Martin displayed photos of the New Hampshire hunt. 
 
Ken Gudernatch discussed the federal government's pending designation of the Connecticut River as an "American Heritage 
River." He believes that the designation will not carry with it any new mandates or regulations, or have an adverse effect on metal 
detecting activities. 
 
The Attendance Drawing was held for four silver quarters. Kent Karieva and Ed Strnad were absent, thus Tom Woron won a silver 
dime. 
 
Chuck Anderson won a raffle for an 1896 silver dollar. Ken Krivanec won $19 in the 50/50 raffle. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:37PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Mark Sutcliffe, Recording Secretary. 
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Concerns and 
Best Wishes 

  

Barbara Hambach 
in her recovery from 

a recent illness. 

 

Welcome to our 

newest members 
 

Edward and Barbara Rudnick 
from Randolph Massachusetts. 

Metal Detectors & Accessories 
make excellent Christmas gifts! Many Factory 
Specials on Detectors, Scoops, Digging Tools 
and Headphones are available. Give us a call 
or come in, we have what you or your special 
person needs for the holiday. Are you ready?  

J&E Enterprises of Suffield 
1242 South St. Rt. 75 
Suffield, CT 06078 

1-860-668-0029 or FAX 1-860-688-4482 

See Tomorrow's Technology 
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COIN GOLD & Karl Eyberse Pine Tree Shilling  

 SILVER Bob Ellis 1877 Seated Liberty 

  Ken Gudernatch 1900-O Morgan Dollar 

  Mark Sutcliffe 1875-S Dime  
 

 OTHER Jim Groom 1887 Indian Head Cent 

  Pete Luchina  1943 Steel Cent, Copper Coated  
 

 TOKEN / Bob Tulay Real Copies  

 MEDAL   

    

JEWELRY GOLD Bob Tulay 14k Mariners Cross  
 

  Ken Gudernatch 14k Stud Earring w/ Diamond 

  Ken Krivanec 10k Ring with Topaz 

  Ken MacMinagil  14k Ring 

  Phil Skewes  10k Ring 

  Mark Sutcliffe 14k Claddagh Ring  
 

 SILVER No Entry  

    

 OTHER Carl Muller Mayflower Pin 

  Don DeBerardino Celtic Cross + Ring  
 

    

RELIC TOY Mark Sutcliffe Swimming Goggles 

    

 MILITARY No Entry  

    

 OTHER Mike Martin Fire Patrol Badge 

  Ken Gudernatch Oil Lamp Top 

  Bob Tulay Watch w/Gun Ornamentation 

BOLD PRINT INDICATES WINNER submitted by: Steve Sant Andrea 10-97 
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Hello Fellow Hunters! Well autumn hunting has provided us with some very interesting finds and stories this month. Our 
biggest subdivision was Jewelry/Gold with six entries followed closely by Coins/Gold/Silver and Relic/Other both with 
four entries. The closest race was in the Jewelry Gold category with four of the six entries running neck-n-neck up to the 
end.  

 
COIN-GOLD/SILVER:  Karel Eyberse caused a sensation when he placed his find on the table. Karel had 
recovered  

a Pine Tree Shilling! The Pine Tree Shilling shares a 1652 date with the Willow and Oak tree shillings that 
preceded it, but was actually minted between 1667 and 1682. The Pine Tree Series also contains a Threepence and 
a Sixpence coin, and there are two types of Shillings, large and small Planchet types. We were unable to determine 
which planchet type Karel's was.  
 As for the recovery, Karel would only say that he was swinging his Whites at an old farm site north of the 
river. Which river however, he wouldn't to say. The site had been heavily hunted before, and he decided to try his 
luck  along a stone wall. The Shilling was found at a depth of about 1 1/2 inches and its condition appears to be 
Very Good to Fine. When questioned by the membership, Karel insisted that he didn't do a dance when he realized 
what he had. If it had been me I would have had seismographs hopping worldwide! 

COIN-OTHER Jim Groom was hunting with Karel at another cellar hole out in the woods, and he was 
able to recover his winning 1887 Indian Head Cent. His Whites sang out with a 2 inch target. During the recover 
however, tragedy struck!. Jim cut a small plug and ended up scratching the cent. A lesson for us all, modern 
detectors are great, but once pinpointed, always give yourself some space around the center. 

COIN-TOKEN/MEDAL Bob Tulay had the second heart stopping experience of October. He was beach  
hunting during low tide on the Cape. Suddenly his headphones sounded off with a target at 4 inches. He dug down 
and found he had a two real. His excitement brought him to a close encounter with adult incontinence! After 
regaining his composure, Bob continued his hunt. Almost on the next swing he got another signal. This target, 
barely 10 inches from the two real, turned out to be a four real! Suddenly Bob had a misgiving about the situation. 
Undaunted he continued to hunt. About a foot from the four real he gets a third signal. Pulling this next target from 
the sand what do you think he finds? Another real? No, this time he recovers a gold escudo! Bob has often been 
lucky in hunting, but this was pushing it. He examined the escudo closely and found the word "COPY" stamped 
into it. Upon re-inspecting the other coins he also determined that they were copies. The mystery solved, Bob 
continued hunting and, nearby, found an eight real, also a copy. Sorry Bob, but we hope the silver dime will help. 

 
JEWELRY-GOLD Bob Tulay was out with his Tecknetics for a second hunt, this time with Ken. They were 

at  
a freshwater swimming area hunting in "the muck." Bob heard a solid signal and dug down about 2 inches to 
recover his winning Mariners Cross. 

JEWELRY-SILVER There were no entries in Jewelry Silver this month. 
JEWELRY-OTHER  Carl Muller was on his way back from the Cape when he came upon a beach that looked 

promising. His Garret sang out and brought him to the recovery of a Mayflower Pin at about 4 inches. 
 
RELIC-TOY Mark Sutcliffe was trying out his new wet suit. He was out in the water up to his 

shoulders 
 when he got a weak signal and pulled up a pair of swimming goggles. 

RELIC-MILITARY There were no entries in the Relic Military this month. 
RELIC-OTHER Mike Martin was hunting around a foundation when his Whites led him to a 3 inch target. 

Upon recovery he found that he had a Fire Patrol badge. After some discussion it was generally agreed that it was 
probably from the '50's but no one had any further ideas about it.  
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    20 Sept 1997 
Ken, 
 I sure was pleasantly surprised to receive 
your phone call. I haven’t given much thought about 
that lost class ring in a few years. I believe it was my 
junior year of high school when the ring became 
missing. That would be around the end of 1989. I 
had let a friend wear my class ring and forgotten 
about it. When my mother noticed it not on my 
finger she was really upset and tolled me to get it 
back. When I questioned my friend he said he’d 
bring it to school tomorrow. Well he never did bring 
it to school because apparently he had lost it while 
swimming up at the lake. He hadn’t had the heart to 
tell me so he kept saying it was at home. When I 
told my mother she was angry at me for letting 
someone else wear it and especially now that it was 
gone forever. My mom and I decided that I should 
have a class ring so I purchased another one exactly 
like the one that was lost at Manahan lake. I joined 
the military out of high school and now have tow 
daughters ages three and four. My four year old 
loves to look at my jewelry. She especially likes my 
class ring because of the Hillcat on one side and 
basketball on the other. I often thought it sure would 
have been neat if we had found the other ring so I 
could give one to each of my daughters. Now thanks 
to you my two daughters can each have a piece of 
my high school years forever. I can’t believe you’ve 
found this ring and saved it until you found me. At 
10 years old this class ring was definitely a high-lite 
in my life and when it was gone I was very upset 
and sick to my stomach over it. I can't wait to tell 
some of my old friends. I think the kid who lost the 
ring has moved away from Hillsboro. We were 
never very close again after he lost my ring even 
though I knew it was an accident. Boy this sure 
brings back memories. I think you are a wonderful 
person who must really care about people. We can 
all learn from your act of kindness. Please know that 
you made me very happy. Once again Thank You. 
 
  Sincerely, 
  Michelle R. (Roy) Salpinie 
  Class of 1991 Hillsboro-Deering 

HILLTOP HUNT 
 
I would like to thank all the people who attended 
Y.T.C.'s 2nd

  Annual Hilltop Hunt and Picnic. 
 
Your support for the club through your donations 
and attendance at the Hunt were greatly 
appreciated. 
 
It is because of your support that this year’s Hunt 
was a Big Success. A special thanks again to Ken 
and Barbara for donating their yard, time and 
effort. 
 
This year the Women of the club were our big 
Trophy winners. 

 
 1st Place Eleanor Hube 
 2nd

 Place Marge Burkhart 
 3rd

 Place Donna Ketchin 
 

Also, Ken Pelzar literally found the key to the 
Hunt. He found the red key that won him a 
Garrett Metal Detector. Nice going Ken. 
 
Our Silver Dollar Raffle winners were Donna 
Ketchin, Jim Groom and Gary Roy, 
congratulations to the three of you. 
 
Everyone who donated food did a wonderful job. 
Everything tasted delicious. 
 

 Thanks again, 
 
 

 Mike Martin 
 

Bob Tulay using his vegetable 
detector to discriminate between 
a squash and a tomato . . . 
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 NOVEMBER Y.T.C. CLUB OUTING: 
 

A HUNT FOR KING GEORGE AND HIS HORSE 
 
DATE & TIME: Saturday, November 22, 1997, 9:OOAM SHARP 
RAIN/SNOW DATE: Saturday, November 29, 1997, 9:00 AM SHARP 
PLACE: Meet at the Wilton, Conn. Town Hall on Route 7, then drive to 
hunt site. Directions will be posted at Town Hall for  latecomers. 
BRING: Detecting gear, warm clothes, rubber boots, shovels, hot 
coffee, snowshoes. 
INFO. or POSTPONEMENT INFO.: Call Mark Sutcliffe 860/647-7541. 
 
DIRECTIONS: Wilton is in the southwest corner of the state, just 
above Norwalk. Travel time from Hartford will be about 1 1/2 hours, 
depending on your route and velocity. The official highway mileage 
from Hartford to Norwalk is 67 miles.  
*Take 1-84 Westbound to Route 7 Southbound at Danbury, the Town Hall 
will be on your left in the center of Wilton.  
OR Take the Merritt Parkway or 1-95 Westbound to Route 7 Northbound 
at Norwalk, the Town Hall will be on your right in the center of 
Wilton. 

According to an article in the September, 1974 issue of 
Smithsonian Magazine; on July 9, 1776, the Sons of Liberty pulled 
down a gilded lead statue of King George III on Bowling Green near 
the tip of Manhattan while celebrating a public reading of the 
Declaration of independence. The statue was larger than life size and 
showed the King, clad in the toga and crown of a Greek hero, astride 
a horse. It was chopped into pieces, loaded aboard a ship and 
transported to Norwalk. From Norwalk it was to be carried North to 
Litchfield where General Oliver Wolcott had erected a small foundry 
for casting lead musket balls for the American Army. Wolcott's 
precise records indicate that 2,100 pounds of the statue were cast 
into 42,088 musket balls. The story, however, does not end there. 

In the ensuing 200 years pieces of the statue were found in a 
swampy area of the town of Wilton. Legend has it that an oxcart team 
hauling pieces of the statue to Litchfield stopped at a tavern in 
Wilton where local Tories retrieved parts of the statue and buried 
them nearby. During the winter of 1832-33, a portion of the saddle 
and saddlecloth was dug up. In 1871, four more pieces totaling about 
200 pounds, including the horse's tail, were found by a man digging a 
house foundation. In October, 1972, a detectorist unearthed still 
another fragment. 
 Of the 2-ton statue, only 2,100 pounds have been accounted for. 
The Wilton Historical Society has only a small, 1 1/2 pound fragment 
in their collection. We will be searching for some of the remaining 
1,900 pounds of gilded lead for the Society at the request of State 
Archeologist Dr. Nick Bellantoni. we will be searching at the site of 
a proposed development. 
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How I Spent My Cape Cod Vacation By Mark Sutcliffe 
 
 I could not have asked for much better weather to try out my new wetsuit at the Cape. Warm sunshine 
and generally calm seas prevailed. En route to the Cape I stopped at a fresh water swimming area to see if my 
excessive height would give me any advantage in the water. I pulled up a silver band and several coins and 
toys that were apparently too far out for others to reach. 

The motel was convenient because it was centrally located. Buzzard's Bay, Nantucket Sound and 
Boston Harbor were all within easy driving distance which allowed me to catch three low tides in a day on 
several occasions. I discovered the importance of planning the day's hunting the night before to minimize 
wasted time. I also learned that the chlorine in the motel's heated indoor pool gets the musty smell out of the 
swimsuit you wear under your wetsuit. 
 In five days I spent about 30 hours in the water. I detected at nine beaches and found 168 coins with a 
face value of $17.36. Although the waters yielded no gold, I found two silver coins and a silver religious 
medal. I also got four items needed for the Challenge list and 41 pounds of lead fishing weights. An 
added bonus was getting to see some bikini-clad maidens on the beach. 

It is interesting to note the various bottom conditions of the swimming areas. Some are gravely, others 
have nice sand that's easy to dig into, and others are loaded with weeds. One day I had to take a detour from 
my planned detecting stop due to a gasoline tanker crash on the highway and "discovered" Monument Beach 
in Bourne. What a mistake! The dry sand of the beach seems okay and probably yields its share of goodies 
during the season, but once you step into the water you think you're going to get stuck there, literally, forever. 
Imagine sinking up to your ankles in slippery black slime. That's Monument Beach. Sure, there are good 
targets there among the old boat parts, but with so many other beaches to choose from it's not worth the effort. 
Veteran's Beach in the port of Hyannis has a similar slippery feel underfoot but at least you don't sink in. 
From the water, I counted nine American Flags flying. Quite pretty. 

I did fairly well in the hunt on Saturday. No major prizes, but I did get 18 silver coins. The wind this 
year was as fierce as it was last year, but it was much warmer. As usual some of the Passersby were unable to 
comprehend that we were actually burying coins in the sand so that we could find them again. If you wear 
eyeglasses it's quite important to bring some clean water with you for washing the salt spray off your eyewear 
and car windows. 
 The Friendly restaurant in Hyannis has a sign which advertises "busses welcome". I asked the waitress 
if she got bussed very often and remarked that I was surprised that the management encouraged that type of 
behavior in these politically correct age. She gave me a funny look and replied that they do get a lot of tour 
buses. She was shocked when I explained to her the difference between busses and buses; the former being 
kisses and the latter being large motor vehicles. She ran to tell the manager. I am curious to see how their sign 
reads next year. 
 On the subject of eating, it's very difficult to find a place that serves breakfast before 7AM (except for 
all-night gas stations, but that's not real food). A good place is the Sunnyside Restaurant at the corner of 
Center and Main Streets in downtown Hyannis. They open at 6AM even in the off-season and appear to cater 
to the local permanent residents. The food is good, prices fair, and the waitresses have nice legs. While you 
dine you can watch the local bums stumble around the streets in the Kennedys' playground. They (the 
homeless) look as though they came direct from Central Casting for a movie shoot ... perfect worn out clothes, 
perfect wizened faces, perfect unkempt hair. Another good spot is Grumpy's on Route 6A just west of Route 
134 in Dennis. They open early, serve large portions and very strong coffee. 

In all my Cape Cod vacation was a great way to not think about business for five solid days. I am 
already counting the days 'til next years trip and will plan my itinerary as soon as next year's tide book is 
available. 
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MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FORM FOR 1998 
!

Please use this form when paying your 1998 dues and information updates. Dues are: 
 
 ______ @ $20.00 First family member 
 ______ @ $10.00 Second family member 
 ______ @ $  7.00 Each additional family member                           Total  $ _____________ 
 

If you do not save your newsletter please pass it onto a friend. This is a good way to 
promote Y.T.C. and perhaps gain a new club member. 

 
Last Name:  __________________________ First Name:  _____________________________ 
 
Additional names:  ___________________ ,    ___________________ ,    __________________  
  
Address:   _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
City:  _______________________________      State:  _____________       Zip:  ____________ 
 
Phone ( ________ ) ________ - ______________ 
 
May this information be shared with other members? YES __   NO __ 

JUST DO IT! 

CHRISTMAS PARTY 1997 

When: Tuesday December 9, 1997 at 6:00PM 
Where: Raymond Public Library, East Hartford, CT 
Who:  Y.T.C. members and their family 
Why:  To enjoy the Holiday Spirit with fun and fellowship 
Bring: A unisex grab bag gift ($5-10.00 value) and 
  Your favorite food dish, salad or desert 
Happenings: Enjoyable meal and grab bag fun 
  No business transacted - Your Membership Renewal   
  NVTU!be received prior to 12/9/97 for you to be   
  eligible for  the Early Beeper’s Silver Drawing. 

Your club will provide cold cuts, condiments, drinks, and paper/plastic essentials. 

Yankee Territory Coinshooters 
1242 South Street 
Suffield, Connecticut, 06078 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
1997 Garrett Club Program: Please register all Garrett metal detectors purchased during 1997 with 
Garrett, making them aware you are a member of Y.T.C. Obtain an application from any Y.T.C. 
officer. Garrett credits the club with 10% of the purchase price. This credit is used to procure the 
yearly Freedom Ace Give-A-Way detector. Remember if you do not support your club, it can not 
survive! 
 
 
November 22nd Y.T.C. to help hunt for a historic site in Wilton. Rain date is November 29th. See 
page 7 for details. 
 
December 9th Y.T.C.’s Annual Christmas Party. Your club supplies cold cuts, drinks, tableware and 
condiments. Your supply the fun, a dish of your favorite food to share and a grab-bag gift. This years 
gift should be an approximate $10 cost item. ALCOHOL gifts ARE PROHIBITED! No alcoholic 
beverages are allowed at the party.  
 
December 9th Y.T.C.’s Annual Early Beepers Drawing. Get your membership renewal in PRIOR TO 
12/9/97 for a chance at the silver coins. NO renewals will be accepted at the December 9th's meeting! 
See page 9 for renewal form or pick one up off the front desk. 

 
UPCOMING HUNTS 

 
Can not wait for the Jack Hube Polar Bear Hunt! It is scheduled for the COLDEST 
SUNDAY in February. February seems so far away, I may have to go to Florida to keep 
my skills warm. 
 
October 25th through 27th 1998 Wildwood, NJ Convention Center 14th FMDAC Convention. 
  

Forms for most hunts are available at each Y.T.C. meeting. 
 
 

A Commentary from your President . . . 
 
 The definition of SPORT is: a competitive pastime involving physical 
exertion. Also, according to Webster the definition of HOBBY is: a spare 
time interest or occupation especially one taken up for pleasure. 
 My point; I have often wondered if we know what we are doing and 
how often people view us doing it! 
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YANKEE  TERRITORY 
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Yankee Territory Coinshooters 
1242 South Street  
Suffield, Connecticut, 06078 

FIRST CLASS 

MEMBER FEDERATION OF METAL DETECTOR & ARCHEOLOGICAL CLUBS, INC. 

Notes:  Remember to pay dues, you will not want to 
miss the Polar Bear Hunt on February 18th! 

Remember this is your club!  Please support all functions and write an article for the Probe. 

MEETING PLACE:          EAST HARTFORD PUBLIC LIBRARY 840 MAIN ST. TIME 6:30 PM BUSINESS MEETING 7:00PM 

 
NEXT MEETING 
January 13, 1998 

Note:    Next month - - - New mailing address! 
  Have a safe and prosporous New Year.  

Remember this is your club!  Please support all functions and write an article for the Probe. 
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Minutes of the November 18, 1997 Meeting: 
 
Meeting called to order at 7:04PM with 35 members and. 3 guests 
present. Due to the auction, an abbreviated business meeting was 
held. 
 
Minutes of the October meeting were accepted as published. 
 
Treasurer's Report was accepted as read with a balance of $1879.89 
plus $300.75 purchase cost silver inventory. 
 
The question of joining the Friends of the Office of State 
Archeologist was re-tabled to the January meeting. 
 
Chuck Anderson moved to appropriate $100 for food and supplies for 
the Christmas Party. The motion carried. 
 
Mark Sutcliffe moved to donate $125 to the East Hartford Public 
Library for use of the meeting room for the previous year. The motion 
carried. It was noted that the 6 burned-out light bulbs in the 
meeting room were replaced at the request of Y.T.C. 
 
Mark Sutcliffe reported that the 1998 meeting schedule has been 
confirmed for the 2nd Tuesday of each month. 
 
The Attendance Drawing was for 5 silver quarters. Clifford Harper and 
Marge Stundze's names were drawn, but they were absent. Tim Getty won 
a silver dime. 
 
Chuck Anderson, assisted by Debbie and Mike Martin, officiated at the 
annual club auction. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:54PM. 
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Congratulations to John Govoni 
for completing Level One of the 
1997 Challenge!  
See page 7 for 1998’s Challenge list. Remember 
that you have until the February meeting to claim 
your 1997 Challenge achieved level(s). Those 
items must be found prior to January 1, 1998, the 
starting date of the 1998 Challenge. 

The Y.T.C. Third Annual Auction was the 
biggest success yet. The auction netted just over 
$450.00 for the club’s treasury. Many thanks to 
Chuck Anderson and all those that participated, 
especially those that donated auction items. 

1998  
Meeting Dates 

 
January 13  July 14 
 
February 10  August 11 
 
March 10  September 8 
 
April 14  October 13 
 
May 12   November 10 
 
June 9   December 8 

 Most people that I have talked to agree 
that metal detecting is a hobby. It is spare time 
and exciting as well as just plain fun. Few feel that 
it is a sport. However, if they feel that way, who is 
on the other side? 
 The point I'm trying to make is that we 
are a club made up of many hobbyists. we have 
four outings a year and included is a annual 
picnic. 
 It sounds great! The problem is 
approximately 20 to 25 % of the members show 
up for a hunt. I as myself, why? 
 I have questioned some of the newer 
members and one point keeps cropping up in the 
discussions. Fear of the competing, more 
experienced members. They feel left out, 
uninformed and down right helpless. As a three 
year member I feel what they feel. However, my 
saving grace is that I refuse to worry about what is 
going on around me and just keep digging. In my 
first few hunts I had a couple of people stop and 
give me much needed help. I was so grateful that I 
can tell you who they were, what "dig" and what I 
found after the help was gone. 
 Finally we take for granted what we 
have learned and rarely share it. After three years 
I'm just getting to know my machine. 
 Therefore, we should encourage 
questions from new members and let them know 
what they may expect in different situations. 
 If we do this we will have a kinder, and 
gentler club and hopefully a larger turn out at the 
next hunt and throughout 1998.  
 Good luck to all 
  Ken K. 
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BOLD PRINT INDICATES WINNER submitted by: Steve Sant Andrea 11-96 

COIN   
GOLD/SILVER JIM GROOM 1784 1/2 REAL 

 KEN GUDERNATCH 1723 1./2 REAL 
 BOB TULAY 1785 1/2 REAL 
   

OTHER CHUCK ANDERSON 1804 1/2 CENT 
 KAREL EYBERSE 1802 LARGE CENT 
 KEN KRIVANEC 1802 LARGE CENT 
   

TOKEN/MEDAL DON DeBERARDINO MT. HOPE TOKEN 
   

JEWELRY   
GOLD KEN GUDERNATCH 14k RING w/MARQUIS DIAMOND 

   
SILVER BOB TULAY “TWEETIE-PIE” RING 

 RICH JANAK SILVER RING 
   

OTHER NO ENTRY  
   

RELIC   
TOY NO ENTRY  

   
MILITARY CHUCK ANDERSON WILLIAMSON CLEANER MINIE 

BALL 
   

OTHER BOB TULAY CHILD’S SHOE BUCKLE 
 KEN GUDERNATCH 1700’S PEWTER SPOON HANDLE 
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 Hello Fellow Hunters! Old man winter is 
upon us once again but our defiant detectorists set their 
jaws and donned their headphones to bring some great 
stuff to the board this month. Our first two categories 
were both close races with the other categories 
showing a clear favorite early on.  
COIN-GOLD/SILVER: CGS was a REAL 
contest this month. We had two 1/2 Real’s and a 1 
Real on the board vying for that silver dime. The 
winner, after a close race, was Jim Groom and his 
1784 1/2 Real. The Real or Spanish Milled Dollar, was 
the first real currency of the Americas. England never 
provided much in the way of coinage for the colonies 
and the Spanish dollar was used to fill the void. It was 
legal tender in the US until 1857. 
COIN-OTHER  If Real was the word to 
describe the last category then Cent is the one that 
applies here. We had a tight contest between an 1804 
1/2 Cent and two 1802 Large cents. Rising to the top 
was our own club auctioneer Chuck Anderson for his 
1804 1/2 Cent. Chuck was closed mouth about the 
location of his find, saying only that it was recovered 
somewhere in the northern hemisphere. Chuck had his 
Whites set for Coin/Jewelry (with adjustments). He 
was swinging on private land when his Blue Max coil 
sent a solid signal to his phones. After a easy 5” 
recovery he had his winning Half Cent bringing down 
the gavel on another great hunt. 
COIN-TOKEN/MEDAL Don DeBernardino 
had his Minelab fired up at a public saltwater beach 
when he sniffed out a MT Hope Bridge Token. The 
token was recovered from about 5” and was in AU 
condition. 
JEWELRY-GOLD  Ken Gudernatch was 
up to his waders in fresh water at a private beach when 
his Fisher sounded off on a good target. Upon recovery 
Ken found he had 14k ring with Marquis diamond. 
JEWELRY-SILVER The silver category 
kept on “ringing” up finds this month with Bob Tulay 
getting the dime for his “Tweete-pie” ring. The silver 
ring was recovered with his Tecknetics while hunting 
in dry sand near a fresh water beach in Massachusetts. 
The ring was recovered about 1” down. It had a design 

of the Tweete bird cartoon character engraved in silver  
on a black stone. 
JEWELRY-OTHER There were no entries 
in Jewelry Other this month. 
RELIC-TOY  There were no entries 
in Relic Toy this month. 
RELIC-MILITARY Returning for a second 
silver dime is Chuck Anderson. On the same hunt 
where he located his 1/2 Real Chuck also located his 
Military winner, a 58 Caliber Williamson Cleaner 
Minie Ball. This bullet, used during the Civil War, 
originally had a lead skirt. When a Williamson Cleaner 
was fired every thirtieth round, the skirt would clear 
out fouling from the barrel.  
RELIC-OTHER  Returning to the 
detectorists spotlight is Bob Tulay with his winning 
child’s shoe buckle. Spotlight was the key to Bob’s 
find. He noticed a small construction site across the 
street from the East Hartford Public Library (you 
know the one where we hold the Y.T.C. meetings). 
Not wanting to attract a lot of attention, he returned to 
the site at about 5AM hoping to search the dirt piles. 
With the black of night all around him and flashlight 
in hand he stealthily approached the designated search 
zone. Suddenly a set of heretofore unseen sodium 
lamps flooded the area with light. As Bob hunted, the 
lights, triggered by motion sensors, flashed on and off 
as he moved creating a less than covert hunt. The 
construction work had taken off about 5” of dirt and 
the buckle was located about 2” down in the trench. 
Also recovered was a button from the IRT company 
and an 1897 Indian before the police arrived. They 
noticed he was operating his detector with 
discrimination and Bob was arrested for violating the 
Civil Rights Act of 1968. He was found guilty and 
sentenced to two years of metal detecting in all metal 
mode. He plans to appeal. 
 That’s the end of the finds for the month of 
November. Remember, next month is the Christmas 
party. No FOM will be conducted, but that doesn’t 
mean you should hang up your detector. All finds for 
November and December may be entered in the 
January contest. So till next time may your Holiday be 
merry and your treasure pouch jingle! 
 



- 6 - 

DECEMBER 
 

 Above the din of doubters, a prospector 
swears a filthy Canadian river will make him 
filthy rich "OH, IT'S DOWN THERE, ALL 
RIGHT. THAT gold is definitely there, as we 
speak," says Jim Ford from the bow of his steel 
barge after a long day of dredging. "But I guess 
it's not going anywhere right now." Given the 
three-foot-thick river ice that's due to move in this 
month, it's unlikely that the ten million ounces of 
precious metal tailings believed to be embedded 
in a pile of thick, resinous sludge on the bottom of 
eastern Canada's Ottawa River will disappear 
before the spring thaw. Still, if the thought of an 
estimated $330 million in gold, silver, and 
platinum lying directly beneath his bat makes 
Ford a bit anxious, it's no wonder: He's the 
mastermind behind a scheme to cash in on what 
has become an embarrassing black mark on 
Canada's environmental scorecard. 
 It seems the golden sludge--certainly 
not a naturally occurring substance in the region's 
crumbly limestone terrain--arrived at its current 
location via a rather murky chain of events. At the 
center of things is the Royal Canadian Mint, a 99-
year-old river front refinery that in the last year 
alone churned out some 3.3 million precious 
metal coins. According to Ford and his two 
partners, however, the mint has been producing 
more than just commemorative currency. "We've 
tracked the ounces that came into the mint and the 
ounces that left," says the 51-year-old prospector, 
whose river assessment study was completed with 
the help of a government hydrometallurgist. "And 
let's just say there is a lot unaccounted for." 
According to his estimates, 35 tons of gold and 80 
tons of silver shavings were accidentally flushed 
through the mint's outflow pipe during the plant's 
first 60 years and have now coagulated--along 
with heavy metals, agricultural runoff, and 
dissolved chemicals from upstream nuclear power 
plants and timber mills--into massive sludge piles. 
"The river's like a turbid, gray-green soup," says 
Michael Murphy, vice president of the Ottawa 
Field-Naturalists' Club and staunch advocate of 

cleaning up the 696-mile-long river. "And 
precious metal deposits don't help matters. 
 True, but they certainly don't hurt if, 
like Ford, you're in the mining business and have 
access to a 300-ton dredging barge, complete 
with core drills and a 60-foot crane. Under those 
circumstances, one person's environmental 
blunder can be another's financial windfall. "It's a 
matter of scooping up the sludge," explains Ford, 
who staked a claim to a mile-long section of 
river in front of the mint in 1991 and began test-
dredging the silt laden river bottom last summer. 
'"Then you let it dry, and the gold separates 
easily. The cost is nothing compared to mining." 
If it all sounds too good to be true, consider the 
bickering that's commenced in recent months 
over whether or not the out-flow pipe--and, 
hence, the gold--even exists. "They can look at 
the blueprints of the building, but there's no 
pipe," declares mint spokesman Pierre Morin, 
apparently unaware of Ford's claim that his barge 
inadvertently rammed the elusive pipe during a 
recent dredging session. 
 Such squabbling aside, Ford has 
earned the cautious endorsement of 
environmentalists who agree that--gold or no 
gold-his-scheme can't help but cleanse this 
section of the beleaguered Ottawa. "Its a great 
idea," says Murphy. "Maybe they'll get some of 
the other toxins while they're at it." Meanwhile 
Ford, in true treasure-hunter form, is keeping his 
eyes on the prize. "Sure, I'm glad to help. But, 
you know, I'm really just here for the gold." -
TREVOR CURWIN 

From Outdoor Magazine December 1997 
Submitted by Joe Hebert 

Eureka? 

Holiday Gifts 
to Detect with 

 * * * * * * * * For Sale * * * * * * * *   
Compass - used Depth Doubler $75. 

Bounty Hunter BFO machine - new $40. 
Garrett - demo Depth Multiplier for CX3 $150. 

Call Eleanor at 860-668-0029 
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Many thanks go to those that contributed articles 
for the past year’s Probe and to Steve Sant Andrea 
for editing the first half year of 1997. 
 
Chuck Anderson  Rick Browne 
John Govoni  Eleanor Hube 
Rich and Carol Janak Donna Ketchin 
Ken Krivanec  Irene Olschefski 
Marilyn Pierce  Steve Sant Andrea 
Mark Sutcliffe  Bob Tulay 
Larry Violette  Steve Wente 

1997 Probe contributors 

 In the early evening of September 5, 
1991 Mac and I were searching the waters of 
Franklin Pierce lake in Hillsborough, NH. At 
about chest deep I dug a signal which turned out 
to be a local high school gold class ring. 
 The search for the owner began with 
her full name engraved inside the ring, but calls to 
each last name match in the phone book produced 
no one who knew Michelle. Every time I returned 
to the area (usually twice a year) I would ask 
college age kids if they knew Michelle or her 
family. 
 Two years went by before one girl, 
working at Foodee’s Pizza, said she thought 
Michelle entered the Air Force after graduating 
from High School, but had no knowledge of any 
local family., Then, last June, I asked a clerk at 
Grumpy’s, and he said he’d talked with Michelle’s 
brother the night before! He gave me directions to 
their mother’s house ( different last name because 
she had remarried ), but I had no time left on that 
trip to travel to the neighboring town. 
 So, in the early afternoon of September 
6, 1997 I was able to return that ring to its owner, 
ending a six year search stretching from 
Connecticut through New Hampshire to 
Mississippi. 
 
(Michelle’s thank you appeared on page 6 of the November Probe.) 

A Tri-State Ring Reunion 

by: Wally Dick 
Six weeks ago while out hunting, I found a 

prosthesis ... yes, it was an artificial leg! The 
prosthesis was a man's leg from the knee down, 
complete with a black sock & shoe. It was well 
made & I'm sure was very expensive. 

Three days later, I went back to see if I could 
find the owner. I knocked on every door in the block 
but no one answered. Now, what in the world was I 
going to do with a custom-made leg? I showed it to 
many of you & then, not knowing what to do with 
it, put it in my garage. 

Yesterday, while I was downtown, I decided to 
go to the Radio Shack on Charles Page Blvd. Well, I 
got turned around and ended up on Hwy 75 going 
South. I went across the bridge and took the exit on 
17th Street by the Sun Refinery. As I came to the 
stop sign, I saw a man sitting on a box. When I 
stopped, I looked at him and noticed he was missing 
a leg...a right leg! I rolled down my window & 
asked, 

"Are you missing a leg, I mean a prosthesis?" 
"Yes", he said, "Got real drunk and lost it." 
"Well, I've got it at home!..I found it at 

Cincinnati & Jasper," I said and added, "Where do 
you live?" 

"Different motels, not any one place," he 
responded. 

"How can I get it to you?" I asked. 
"You can take it by the Sub Sandwich Shop & 

tell them it's Bobby's," he answered. 
I was so excited I had actually found the leg's 

owner, that I turned the car around and went right 
home to get the leg. I told my wife, Jean, the story 
& we both laughed. I then headed straight back to 
find Bobby. 

He was still at the corner collecting donations. I 
handed the leg out the window to him. He grabbed 
it, looked up and said, "God Bless You!" 'I found 
out his name was Bobby Rockmore and he had lost 
his real leg while hopping a train bound for Kansas 
City. He thanked me again & I went on my way. 
   I know this story is stranger than fiction, 
but really, I'm not pulling your leg! . . . . . . It's true! 

“A Leg and a Prayer” 

reprinted from I.T.T.H.C Treasure News March 1997 
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Metal Detectors & Accessories 
make excellent Christmas gifts! Many Factory 
Specials on Detectors, Scoops, Digging Tools 
and Headphones are available. Give us a call 
or come in, we have what you or your special 
person needs for the holiday. Are you ready?  

J&E Enterprises of Suffield 
1242 South St. Rt. 75 
Suffield, CT 06078 

1-860-668-0029 or FAX 1-860-688-4482 

See Tomorrow's Technology 

reprinted from I.T.T.H.C Treasure News January 1997 

PITMAN, N.J.-Jeff Barris was nosing around 
an old swimming hole with a metal detector 
when he unearthed a 1938 high school class ring 
bearing just initials. That's when his real search 
began. 

He started by looking at the 1938 Pitman High 
School yearbook until he found the name of 
Agnes Copeland, a student who matched the 
initials on the ring: "A.C." 

Agnes Copeland Trader, who now lives in Los 
Angeles, couldn't remember how she lost the 
ring or how it landed in the old swimming hole. 

Mrs. Trader sent Barris a thank-you note and a 
$50 check. He sent the check back, saying he 
was just happy she got her ring back. 

High school ring comes 
full circle 

submitted by Irene Olschefski 

Have an Idea for your 
Probe? 

Your editor’s  Richard J. Browne 
address is: 29 Livery Pool Road 
  New Hartford, CT  06057 
E-mail at rjbrowne@snet.net or call 860-738-0570 
Ideas and articles are needed. Contribute NOW! 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
1997 Garrett Club Program: Please register all Garrett metal detectors purchased during 1997 
with Garrett, making them aware you are a member of Y.T.C. Obtain an application from any Y.T.C. 
officer. Garrett credits the club with 10% of the purchase price. This credit is used to procure the yearly 
Freedom Ace Give-A-Way detector. Remember if you do not support your club, it can not survive! 
 

 
UPCOMING HUNTS 

 

Can not wait for the Jack Hube Polar Bear Hunt! It is scheduled for the 
COLDEST SUNDAY in February. February seems so far away, I may have to 
go to Florida to keep my skills warm. 
  

Forms for most hunts are available at each Y.T.C. meeting. 
Due to space limitations, all hunt forms can not be reprinted 
in your Probe. However, contact information is.  If you can 

not pick one up at a meeting and need one, contact the editor 
for the form. Rick will ensure you get the one you request. 

See page 9.  

HAPPINESS 
A           CHINESE        PROVERB  

 
If you want happiness for an hour, take a nap. 

 
If you want happiness for a day, go fishing. 

 
If you want happiness for a month, get married. 

 
If you want happiness for a year, inherit a fortune. 

 
If you want happiness for a lifetime, help others. 

 
Submitted by Ken Gudernatch 
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